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**       CHAP.     TJ 


CHAP.    I. 


Contdna  an  aicouni  of  tJte  Jkmly  tf.  iSafkuel^  dkd  fA  mtrAthf^^ffttf 
before  he  wa9  born,  ^  Mamuili^a  firdtfer  andvoko/br  the  rtipov^i  of 

[  her  grirf'i  the  ovstver  to  her  prayer  ;  the  bitfih  of  her  'edn'y  tmk 
the  pes^prmoTfC^  qf  her  yo^y  by.  the  dedication  <jf  Sanniel  to  pod, 

»■  ^  '^T'^  ^  there  was  i  certain  v^ti  of  .RathatluiixiasojAini, 
JL^  .' of  movBt  Ephrabn^  and  his  uanaeXwasl Elkanahj^^the 
son  of  Jerobaxi)}  the  son  of  Qihuy.  the  son  of  TqHU)  the  «an  of 
$  Znphy  an  Epbrathite  :  And  he  ha4  two  wivesy  the  name  pf  t|ie 
one  [wa9-l  Hanoahf  aud  the  name  of  the  other  |'eninx|ah^'^anc| 
Peninnah  had  children,  but  Hannah  had'  no  childrei^^    HUJiret 

.  .  wj^  na«  bftrrenj  he  ther^ore  took,  another  ;  a  custom  nMchtva* 

tolerated  in  th^e  dt^;  hy  this  wi/i  he  had  many  chiidren-^bptik 

ft  other  tMn^a  she  was  a  torment  to  him.    And  thi9  inaQ  wdit  tip 

out  of  the  city  yearly»  accordini^  to  the  iapj'  t0  worship  and  to 

•acrifice  unto  Uie  Lord  of  hosts  m  Shiloh,  where  the  ark  and  the 

tahemaele  were,.    And  the  two  sons  of  EJi,  Bpphpi  and  Pbine-? 

has*  the  priest*  of  the  LorDi  [were]  (here ;  though  they  wAk 

wickedi  he  did  not  neglect  hie  duty  because  )ke'  did  not  like  the 

finest f  bra  came  to  offer  firgyer  and  thankagtvir^^  and  such  mcrin 

fiuM  «••  mere  Mdtahie  to  the  occasion^  which  firobably,  was,  thej^fss" 

4  <n»^«    And  whicn  th^  tin^e  was  that  Elkanafa  offered,  he  g«ve  im 

Peninnah  his  wife,  and  to  all  her  jobs  an4  her  daughtei^  poi^ 


4  L    SAMUEL.   L 

S  tions  t*  But  unto  Hannah  he  gave  a  worthy  porCian,  ar  a  dau^ 

fiorffon^  for  he  loved  Hannah  :  bat  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her 

^romb }  keiKiiti  mt  hve  hrr  le9%  because  tke  «m  Aarretif  hut^si^ed 

.kmr^ctilktaffhcHomf  oftg-iooman  qfa^aei4u$0nd  fAdtt  4iiritf 

to  ntftfwt  her  under  her  qfiictionj  and  balance  her  rtvaJte  into* 

€  knee.    And  her  adversary  also  provoked  her  tore,  fisr  to  make 

7  her  fret,  becaiise  the  Lord  had  tiiut  up  her  womb.  And  [asf 
he  did  so  year  by  year,  when  she  went  up  to  the  house  of  the 
Loan}  >so  vhe  pr6<foked  hfr ;  ^ereibre.ate  "^ep^  and  did  not 
eat.  On  thU  oecaghn  thieiher  vi^s  ttoHtedhe^'toithhei'  harrennetef 
andthejruitlewne—  tfher  firayere*  M  home  ehe  had  a  eefiaratt 
^lartmenij  hut  they  vera^oiSsed  upv.^.^e  together,  and  «^  took 
advantage  of  thU  to  reftroaeh  and  firatH>ke  her.  It  woe  highly 
unkind  and  cruel  to  doit  on  thie  oolemn  oecaaen,  which  caueed  her 

•  feetiwd  to  be  turned  into  ,a  f<mt*  Tbon  aaid  Elkanah  her  hut* 
band  to  her^  ^annah,  why  weepest  thou  ?  and  why  eatest  thou 
Boi  ?•  and  why  itf  tbyfaeart  grievedi  C«a]>«t  I  better  to  th^ 
thlm  ten  aoos  \Bik(tmhknew  the  tame,  but  gmfl^f  re^^med  her 
J^  her  d^ectitm  on  /Arr Mdomofii  and. with  kind  wefde  permoukd 
her  $a  eataMl>becheeifitlf  intimatingy.that  oht(  hud  mfifte  toaiforP 

*  'inhiotmler.attathmani,^^inmam^^^''i'** 

9      So  Hannah  rose  up  after  they  had  eafen  m  ShU^i  and  after 

they  had  dnmk  }  her  ht^band^e  kind  worA  had  a  good  effect,  and 

trought  her  to  her  meat  and  her  jfirdyere.    Now  Eli  the  priest 

'  •  ...laik  upon  a  wM,  by  the  post  of  the  temple  o(  the  Loan,  to  keefi 

good  ordierf  give  advice^  explain  the  law, andbleee  the  wor^h^ficre. 

4o  And  she  [wa^  in  bittem'psa  of  soul*  and  prayed  unto  the  Loan, 

.    fOld  wept  sore  t  her  gri^ returned  when  she  woe  alpne,and  ^he 

11  jfirayed  with  many  teare.    And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and  said,  O 

Loan  of  hostSf  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the  affl^^u>n  of  jtfaine 

handmaid*  aQd^i:emember  me,  and  not  forget  thine  Idyadmddf 

but  wilt  givo  unto  thine  handmaid  a  num  child,  then  I  will  give 

•  .  him  unto  the  Loao  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  there,  shall  no 

Tacor  oome  upon  his  h^ad.    JHir petition  wa»  humbbg  and  eameat ; 

•he  Prayed  for  a  mm  chOd^  beeau$eonfy  ttch  coufd  attend  upem  tht 

iahemact^^^ 
13      And  it  came  to  pasa  as  she  continued  praying  before  tfao 
13  Loan^.  tibat  £U  marked  her  mouth.    Now  Hannah,  she  spake 

in  her  heart  |  only  her  lips  moved*  but  her  voice  was  not  h^ra; 

4he  U8ed  euch  geeturee  with  her  hands  and  eyte  a$   showed 

great  inward  emotion  $  therefore  £11  thought  she  had  been 
44  drunken.  And  Eli  said  unto  her,  by  way  ^reproof.  How  long 
.  wilt  thou  be  drunken  \  put  away  thy  wine  from  thee ;  go  from 
holy  place  till  thou  art  oober,  then  relism^  and  rt^ient  ^  thy 


V  t%e  BulM  oalj  were  dUiced  to  attend;  but  dtvmt  itMn  oftn  took  tba^  wf««t  aad 
anwhten  with  them.  Theiehad  th«ir partittL  vis.  oM«f  the  peaet  oArittft.  the  frruam. 
MR  whct«ef  beloQged  to  the  oftrer,  wharewith  he  aa4  hli  fHoidi  did  fteit  tegdlMri  mo 
|)#irf.  xiL  IS.  x^i.  1 1.  Ir#«.  tU.  15.  U.  33. 


t  The  Levftet  ferved  only  twenty  Sve  Tcan*  and  Aen  beeane  Jodsct,  or  pteaAert  of 
yMOtamnuui  bat  he waa M«erveeQtfMdiMeridtllftkWd he  ANaaatitefteaft the ««•■*» 


£    SAMUEL:    t  S 

15  9^.  ^  AMHcmtiA  m6de$thf  dndhumbfy  mxwetti  iiid«rfd,  K^ 
tuT  lord^  I  am  ndi  drunk  imth  ^ne^  hut  I  [am}  a  "womati  of  % 
sorrowful,  nffHcted  spirit : '  1  hare  dronk  neither  vfaie  nor  strong 

'  drink,  but  Ime  poured  out  faj  «oul  ^  ^litci^e  undfsrvtm  fmn^er 

16  befbre  the  Loan.  Count  not  thine  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of 
Belial>  tf  wiekedy  abandonfd  vfomany  for  out  of  the  abundance  ^ 

If  my  complaint  and  grief  have  I  spoken  hitherto.    Then  BU 

answered  and  said,  Go  in  peace :  and  the  God  of  Israel  grant 

[thee]  thy  petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him.    ThU  re^iect^ 

Jul  atwwcr  e&nvineed  the  old  num  of  Am  mUtake^  and  he  dUndMed 

fi  her  with  hh  fmxyer^  and  blenmt^M.  And  she  said)  Let  thine 
handmaid  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  aHH  et^  the  beti^  ^  thy 
firayer8<,  and  eontmue  in  thy  good  ofdnion.  8o  the  woman  went 
her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  conntenance  was  no  more  [sad,] 
being  fuUy  perwaded  thai  EH^o  prayer%  and  her  own  woukL  he 
unewered,  •     ► 

It  And  they  rose  up  in  the  moming  earlyt  and  worshipped  be* 
tee  the  Lolsn,  prayed  for  u  firoepermm  jmarney^  and  ce^finttied 
Hannah*9  vov,  tuid  returned,  and  eaflketa  their  house  to  Ramah  i 
and  Elkanah  k&ew  Haiwah  his  wife ;  and^the  Loan  remember* 

90  ed  her.  WhereiBre  it  came  to  pass*  when  the  time  was  come 
about,  in  rewdmion  qf  day^  after  Hanadi  had  coDCcdvedy  thtt 
she  bare  a  son,  and  called  his  name  Samncli  thajt  it,  et/M  ^ 
Qodj  [saying,]  Because  I  have  atked  him  of' the  LoRn.  lie 
name  eanpe^  ue^fid  inMruetian  bath  t^  thefiarem^  and  the  akUdf 

91  hndthiM  nmu  a  eircumetance  that  game  gretUjoy.  And  the  man 
EUcanah,  and  all  his  heuse^  went  up  to  cXSar  unle  the  Ijwn  the 
yearly  sacrifice,  and  a  ^aerifiee  ^thankegiving  to  Gadf  aeeanding 

n  to  his  vow.  But  Hannah  went  not  up  ;  fi>r  she  said  mteh^ 
husband,  [I  will  notgoup]  until  the  child  be  weaned)  wad  [then] 
I  wili  biii^  him,  that  he  may  appear  befibre  the  Losany  and  there 
abide  6»  ever.  She  iMrt  not  obUged  by  the  Saw  to  go  -ndth  her 
huobandt  and  therefore  chose  to  continue  at  home^  till  the  ehUd  mm 
Me  to  aecontfidny  her  there^  and  Jit  to  be  left  m  God*o  honee^  tmf 

95  fnetmetedinhie  eermce.  And  Elkanah  her  hvsb«iNl  tHiid  unto 
her.  Do  what  seemeth  thee  good  ;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned 
him ;  only  ^e  Loan  estaWsh  his  word ;  eie/kr  MU^e  firqfihetie 
hleuingj  or  eome  word  offtrondoe  made  to  them  mddah  io  not  meto^ 
tkmed.  So  the  woman  shede,  and  gave  her  son  sock  until  she 
weaned  him* 

•t4  And  when  |he  had  weaned  him*  she  took  him  up  with  heft 
eiMf  ,  m  token  tf  groHtnde^  they  took  wUh  them  a  large  ^eringf 
three  bullocks,  and  one  ephah  of  flour,  and  a  bottle  of  winey  ani 
brought  him  unto  the  hfluse  of  the  Loan  in  Bhildi  i  and  the 
child  [was]  young,  about  three  yearo  old^  ao  io  generally  ottf^ooed^ 

11$  And  they  stew  a  bullock  j(br  a  burnt  offerings  and  brought  the 
ehiM  to  Ehf  totrfurmhim  ^ Qod^o goodneeo^  and  to  qfer  npaace 

di  tffering.  And  she  said,  O,  my  lord,  [as]  thy  soul  Uveth,  my 
kird,  I  [am]  the  woman  that  stood  by  thee  here,  praying  unle 

^L«»9.   Vk  mkt$  VH  ^  Mo  toiotmAmf  Httnm  it  wift 


9f ^^^f>f0^  ^^fiup-fi^  ^  ^>»W^  "Affo^  f/bp)P9tt«i»)to*.  For  tbif 
^  /^pbil^  I  myed  ;  and  the  JU»R0  bath  g^^ii  me  my  •  Betiticm 
^.  vbicb  I  aftked  of  him::  Therefora  aisol  have  lent  hun  to  the 
:/  JLoBJi ;  as,  kx^g.^  be  liveth^he ^hall  be  ieot  to  the  Loao  ;  ex^ 
'«  fif^^^f^  S^^  mrneatfituy  ^ratitude^  and  strong  reMofuHm  ^  tm4 
(  n9twth9tanding  ail  the  ti^a  ofpurentol  tenderness^  andjbregoiii^  aU 
]  ^  herfimaUfiarsondftnidnemy  she  leaves  her  "thild  and^fidfils  her 
...  vpv.    And  ^  WQ^bipped  the  Loao  there;    Some  think  this  re* 

jer^  tfi  SamufTs  decvofixig  himself  ta  God  ;  bul  rotherto  his  father^ 
^    stfhore9eve4  hk  th^ksgiwig^  tmd  sought  the  blesdng  of,  God 

Vfifn  ^  sony^t  Jie  would  sqnctify  htm^,  and  e^ahle  him  /or  ^ 

HTvi^  SQ  Vfldch^ke  VftfS  devqtfd* 

V  REFLECTIONS. 

1.  OO  M  E  lessons  which  may  make  us  relatively  good)  nmy  be 
l3^  kttm^  fhMFi  thift^thapiier.  Etkanah  shmi  in  lihe  ckaractd^ 
•f  ^an  husband,  and  %deTOQt  man.  Hefeeired  God  wth'ollhis  house  ; 
totAt' ckeiii  frtth  him  to  {Hibiic  worship  ;  was  kind  «id  afibcti6nate 
t^^a'gooi  wife,  and 'bove  meekly  and  patently  tite  penrerte  temper 
and  tnMlent  apti^  of  a  bad  one.  Mu&hstnds  are  to  Urve  their  muek, 
mud  not  he  Utter  eigaibm  tkem^  and  -should  be  pecoMariy  earcfol  to 
oomlbit' them  under  their  aQfctioos.  Hannah  had  a  meek  and 
devout  %pirit,  woi^y  tiie  imitation  of  aU  wives.  They  are  often  in 
d«fi|*er  of  Iretfiflneea,  and  therefore  should  guard  agunst  it.  The 
InsOlenGe  and  haugbtinesB  of  Penimah  are  very  detestable.  Lat  'afl 
be  cirefifl  (o  ahun  a  peevish  and  provoking  dispoution,  fiwtiiat  willy 
k$  In  «ke  oase  before  ua^  atienate  the  alFections  <r£  the  kindest  Tela* 
fkm.  Mothers  may  leani'fi*om  Hannah,  the  duty  of  nurnng  thefr 
own  ehitdven,  if  possible  ;  and  not  to  commit  that  work  to  «trM%erS| 
«^!ch  'Gbd  commands  and  designs  for  them  to  do  themselves.  And 
though  that  woile  may  confine  them  sometimes  frcAn  piiblic  orclkian<* 
Ois,  as  it  did  Hannah,  yet  God  will  accept  them  In  it,  and  bless 
^em.  Let  parents  learn  Kkewise  to  devote  their  chtidveii  to  God^ 
|o  teach  them  the  language  of  prayer,  and  bring  them  to  God's  tab&ii* 
^acle  and  ordinances  ;  and  then  they  may  hope  that  they  will  |^ve 
comforts  to  them.  Let  us  always  reiiiember^  that  he  canncft  be 
really  good  who  Is  not  relatively  good,  > 

•  a.  Is  kmy  man  nJflUted  t  let  him  ftrtty.  Under  all  our  tNMlbles, 
crosses,  and  vexations,  let  this  be  our  refuge  :  let  e«r  pMfemy  like 
Hannah's,  be  humble  and  fefvttnt.  We  shall  §nd  it  to  be  a  rem^ 
fbr  erery  complaint,  a  Impport  in  every  trouble  ;  it  gives  ease  to 
^  heart  under  all  our  sorrows  ;  it  reft*eshes  the  mki^  and  bright* 
ens  the  cbuntmance.  And  when  we  seek  mercy,  let  us  accompa* 
fty  onr  prayers ^liM  pious  reselutions.  This  we  ate  eneoaraged  to 
tlo,  sinee  Gsdhtuh  never  saidy  Seek  ^  miifj^e  in  -wtftt. 
'  ^.  Let  US  be  eareM  to  guard  agfdnst  Msh  censiiKs  of  oCherSf 
dif^eeiany  Imp  theh^  devotion.  Eli»  though  a  msn  of  God,  and  4 
good  man,  yet  erred  herein.  He  ahouM  have  been  better  in^Nfroed 
Sfibra^hoiMM  at  ahaip  1b  Ida  fekuke.    HMmah  was  not  noiitf  and 


^amtmnis,  as  dmnkaris  ^isimlfy  ttty  and  ^relbni'  tlii6t%  ifftft  the 
less  reaaon  ferfais  tospicton.  We  should  not  be  forward  toiselieve 
people  guihy  of  ill  things ;  while  the  mafeter  is  douhtftly  thftrity 
would  hope  and  beiiere  the  best.  Maf  we'  bt  especially  car^l  Dot 
to  censure  persobs  for  their  devotfon,  as  if  they  were  ejbtlmsiasts^  or 
hjTpocrites,  lest  we  blame  that  which  God  approves; 
'  4t  We  learii  hence,  to  be  modest  and  humble  eren  ito  oui'nices* 
tiary  vindication.  Hannah  bore  this  censure  excellently  well.  Had 
she  been  of  the  disposition  of  many  people,  she  would  have  soon 
been  in  a  pas^oQ,  retorted  the  charge,  bid  Bm  look  at  faomtr,  tod 
Tepnn'e  the  debauchery  of  his  sons. .  She  idid  not  ailgrily  tel^  him 
how  ill  it  became  him,  but  contented  herself  with  denying'  the 
charge,  and  relating  how  the  fkct  Was.  Persons  who  are  censured 
tmjustly,  think  they  havo  a  right  to  be  angry  and'ta  complain  ;  but 
kt  us  guard  against  this,  even  for  our  own  interest ;  for  We  shiall 
SOohef  be  believed  if  we  are  humble  and  modbst.  But  if  we  return 
censure  for  censure,  and  railing  for  ruling,  we  shall  bring  suspic* 
ions  of  guilt  upon  ourselves,  and  injure  our  pwu  souls.  ChHBty  tihen 
he  VHU  reviled^  reviled  not  again. 

5.  We  may  hence  infer,  the  odious  nature  of  drunkennesa. 
Ilannah  called  them  v\iK  great  Justness,  Children  qf  JBeHai  ;  wick* 
ed',  untraceable  men,  children  en  the  devil.  No  tame  is  too  bad  for 
arunkards,  especially  women  drunkards,  vrho  are  genenillf  the 
worst,  when  they  are  habituated  to  that  infamous  smd  pethicious 
|>ract!ce.  It  is  highly  wicked  at  ai^y  time,  more  especially  so  wUen 
coming  to  the  worship  of  God  ;  and  the  drunken  prayers  of  cfome 
unhappy  creatures,  will  be  the  heaviest  and  blackest  articles  in  jdl 
their  charges  at  the  great  day.'  Be  not  drunk  with  mney  iri  nvhick 
there  ia  excess  ;  but  be  Jilled  vfith  the  Sfiirify  the  spirit  of  devotion^ 
meekness,  and  humility.    We  may  observe  once  more, 

6.  That  those  mercies  are  peculiarly  welcome  which  are  granted 
in  answer  to  prayers^  and  should  be  acknowledged  with  peculiar 
gratitude.  Samuel^s  parents  were  full  of  gratitude,  and  brought  a 
lioble  sacrifice.  Such  mercies  claim  our  warmest  praises ;  such 
favours  should  be  devoted  to  God,  and  employed  in  his  service.  J^et 
the  temper  of  David  be  oUrs  5  licrve  the  Lordy  because  he  hath  HcCrd 
my  voitey  and  my  su/ifidcatibns^  Because  he  hath  inclined  his  ear 
%mto  mey  ther^fhre  viU  I  call  ufion  him  at  tong  as  I  iive»  Psabn 
cxvi.  \y.i. 


CHAP.  n.  1—21. 

We  htcue  here  Hannah^  song  of  thanksgiving  for  the  mercy  qfCodtfi 
her  ;  the  bad  character  qfJEH'^s  sons  ;  and  G od*s  further  Javour'f9 
the  family  of  Elka^iah.  •  . 

1     /%  ND   Hannah  prayed,*  and  said,  My  heart  rejoicedi  qi 
Jl\u  the  L0BB9  mine  hotd  isexahedia  the  Lord  ;  she  tonsid* 

*  Thu  exprtnion  ?i  irery  ptopcr,  m  ^w  and  ihar.Hi^iti|r  tre'  '^ny  ttnm&A  pflnt*l|r 
^^rSycr ;  she  udorei  tkt  £v!iie  pirtfectioDi^  ctpccUllj  tb  €  gwxioesf  oCCtxi  to  Zur. 
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.  €f  kerjoy  qm  etmrnig/rom  God ;  the  U^ng  vfi  the  horn  «tt«  m 
ioken  ^  tritanfih :  my  mouth  is  eQlajqg;ed  over  mine  enemies  | 
because  I  rejoice  in  thy  salvatioa.  .  She  wot  mefanchoiy  h^fbrCf 
mi  duret  not  sfieak  ;  but  now  sfieakM  cheerJuUy  and  courageously^ 
%  becmme  qf  the  wigidar  hoawwr  conferred  yfnon  her,  [There  is] 
none  holy  as  the  Lord  :  for  [there  is]  none  beside  thee  t 
neither  [is  there]  any  rock  like  our  God  ;  she  acknowledges  hio 
supremacy  ;  that  he  U  the  only  rejvge  in  trouble  i  there  U  none  else 
that  she  can  rest  vfion  ;  all  other  beings  are  as  nothing  to  him^ 

3  Talk  no  more  so  exceeding  proudly  ;  let  [not]  arrogancy  com« 
out  of  your  mouth  :*  for  the  Lord  [is]  a  God  of  knowledge^ 
and  by  him  actions  are  weighed  ;  he  judges  in  the  most  exact 
marmet^  weighe  actions  in  all  their  circumstances^  knows  what  men 
thinks  as  weU  as  what  they  sfieak  and  do^  and  can  bring  about  what 

4  $eems  to  men  im/iossible.  The  bows  of  the  mighty  men  [are} 
broken)  and  they  that  stumbled  are  girded  with  strength*  God 
brings  down  coi\fident  and  presumfituous  sinners^  who  trust  to 
their  own  ndght^  and  makes  the  weak  and  feeble  triumph  over  them* 

%  [They  that  were]  foil  and  rich  have  hired  out  themselves  for 
breadf  to  satisfy  their  hunger^  and  [they  that  were]  hungry 
ceased  to  be  oo  i  such  chmges  we  frequently  see  in  the  world  i 
so  that  the  barren  hath  borne  seven,  a  proverbial  expression  for 
many  children  $  and  she  that  hath  many  children  is  waxed  fee* 
ble»  through  gri^for  not  having  more^  or  for  the  loss  of  thosa 

%  which  she  had.  The  Lord  killeth)  and  maketh  alive  :  he  bring* 
eth  dovm  to  the  grave,  and  t)ringeth  up  ;  the  power  <f  Hfe  and 
death  are  in  his  haruly  and  all  domestic  concerns  at  his  disposal. 

7  The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich :  he  bringeth  kwi 
and  lafteth  viip  ;  heis  thesoverdgn  Lord  t^  the  whole  worlds  dis* 

i  poseth  all  things  as  he  pleasethy  exalts  or  abases  whom  he  will.  He 
niseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  [and]  lifteth  up  the  beggar 

«  from  the  dunghill,  to  set  [them]  amon^  prbces,  and  to  make 
them  inherit  Uie  throne  of  glory  ;  he  raises  the  poor  to  a  gloriouo 
throne^  to  dignity  and  power  :  for  the  pillars  of  the  earth  [are] 
the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  set  the  world  upon  them  ;  therrfore  he 

$  is  able  to  cUspose  qfthe  inhabitants  as  he  pleaseth.    He  will  keep 
the  feet  of  hb  saints,  direct  them  in  all  their  waysj  and  preserve' 
them  from  danger  /  and  the  wicked  shall  be  silent  in  darkness^ 
ahall  b^  quite  confounded^  and  brought  into  a  most  gloomy  and  mis* 
erMc  situation  ;  for  by  strength  shall  no  man  prevail  againsi 

10  God.  The  adversaries  of  the  Lord,  the  PhtUstrneSy  shall  be 
broken  to  pieces  ;  out  of  heaven  shall  he  thunder  upon  themy 
destroy  them  in  some  drea<(ful  way,  fsee  ch,  vii.  10.)  the  Lord 
shall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  and  he  shall  giTe  strength 

11  unto  his  lung,  and  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed^t    And  £lka« 


*  Soone  refer  tiib  to  Pf  niimah ;  bat  periiapi  {t  wm  b^nrath  Hannah  to  talor  notice  of  her 
fMT  «9llcftf  and  maf  ntber  refer  ee  die  Rnilitclnea,  the  cncBite*  d  IiracL  by  whom  they  wcrt 


t  Hirre  wai  sow  no  klnf  In  Itntl ;  dwrtfare  wome  Interpret  the  word*  m  rtferring  t» 
D>vid  Bat  it  seemt  more  reasonable  to  refer  them  co  Christ.  eipecUlly  sf  there  \*  to  re- 
anrkable  a  merohlance  between  thU  and  thr  VifKio  w*rj't  $ong,  Luke  i.  46.  8cc.  Thie  ii  th* 
Rrtt  place  In  acripmre  where  the  word  MetKialt  or  anointed,  oocor*  Am  it'»be  had  lavl  God 
4y4lnakctbcN<tii«bgrtat»iiihoiiowahls,aBdcawebiiii  to  uiosiph  9T€r  «U  lUt  Mtaiea* 


/ 
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bah  went  to  Ramah  to  his  house.  And  the  diild  did  txiinister 
\into  the  Lord  before  Ell  the  priest ;  fierformed  euch  service  in 
Qpening  and  shutting  the  doora,  tighting  the  iamfis,  or  the  Hke,  as  he 
tvae  able^  according  to  his  aftfiointfnent. 

12  Now  the  sons  of  Eli,  [were]  sons  of  Belial ;  they  knew  not 
the  IjORD  ;  they  mere  wickeeff  disobedient  persons  ;  wAo,  though 

13  they  professed  to  know  God^  yet  in  their  works  denied  him.  And 
the  priest's  custom  with  the  people  [was,  that,]  when  any  man 
offered  sacrifice,  the  priest's  servant  came,  while  the  flesh  was 

14  in  seething;,  with  a  fteshhook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand  ;  And 
^le  struck  [it]  into  the  p>an,  or  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot ;  all 
that  the  fieshhook  brought  up,  the  priest  took  for  himself.  So 
they  did  in  Shiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites  that  came  thither. 
Their  Jirst  crime  was  great  injustice  ;  for^  when  any  offered  sac* 
rijice^  they  were  used  to  be  feasting  in  some  apartment  of  the  tab* 
emacle  ;  and  not  content  with  the  breast  and  right  shoulder^  which 
Was  their  lot,  they  took  any  thing  they  could  lay  hold  of ;  ani  thiM 
was  done  in  ShUohj  and  done  constantly.     TTieir  second  crime  was 

15  daintiness  and  luxury.  Also  before  they  burnt  the  '&t,  the 
priest^s  serraiit  came,  and  said  to  the  man  that  sacrificed.  Give 
flesh  to  roast  fop  the  priest ;  for  he  will  not  have  sodden  flesh 
of  thee,  but  raw.  They  were  not  content  with  boiled  meat^  but 
would  have  the  part  they  liked,  rtvar,  to  drets  as  they  pleaicd,  as 

16  the  fieshhook  xHd  not  always  hring  v/i  the  best  piece.  And  [if] 
any  man  said  unto  him,  Let  them  not  fail  t6  bum  the  fat  prefix 
ently,  and  [then]  take' [as  much]  as  thy  soul  desireth  ;  then  he 
would  answer  him,  [Nay  ;]  but  thou  shalt  give  [it  me]  now  : 
and  if  not,  I  will  take  [it]  by  force.  T^eir  third  crime  was  sac- 
rilege  $  before  the  fat  was  bumed,  which  was  presented  to  dod^ 
they  would  be  served.  The  Israelites  so  well  knew  the  law,  that, 
they  were  desirous  God*s  altar  should  be  served  first  ;  but  the 
ftriesfs  servants,  who  had  learnt  insolence  from  their  master,  would 

17  not  allow  this,  and  would  even  take  it  by  force,  Wherefbre  the 
sin  of  the  young  men  was  very  great  before  the  Lord  :  for 
men  abhorred  the  offering  of  the  Lord  ;  they  did  not  care  to 
offer  sacrifices,  when  there  were  such  abuses  committed  about  them, 

18  But  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  [being]  a  child 
girded  wHh  a  linen  ephod.*  He  performed  such  services  as  he 
was  capable  (f,  and  did  not  follow  the  example  of  these  wicked 

'  19  priefits.  Moreover,  his  mother,  to  show  her  piety  and  affection, 
made  him  a  little  coat,  and  brought  [it]  to  him  from  year  to 
year,  when  she  came  up  with  her  husband  to  offer  the  yearly 

30  sacrifice.  And  Eli  blessed  Elkanah,  and  his  wife,  and  said» 
The  Lord  give  thee  seed  of  this  woman,  for  the  loan  which  is 

3 1  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  they  went  unto  their  own  home.  And 
the  Lord  visited  Hannah,  so  that  she  conceived,  and  bare  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  before 
the  Lord.  Thus  God  rewarded  her  heroic  piety,  in  devoting  her 
only  son  to  the  Lord,  by  giving' h&  many  more  children. 


*  He  wore  an  ephod*  not  bocIi  an  one  m  the  Mgh  prictt  wore,  bat  a  kind  of  honoombl^  rar* 
ic>  oacdbv  the  inierior  pritati,  and  provl4cd  at  tbe  puUic  expense, 

Wou  IIL  B 
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REFLECTIONS. 

!•  TXT  £  ^^  taught  from  Hannah's  so&gf  that  our  $<mU  9h(nM 
VV  magnify  ^*  Lord^  mid  (mr  s/iiritM  rejoice  in  God  our 
Saviour.  This  composition  is  auhlime  and  eloquent,  as  well  as  de- 
i^out,  and  intimates  to  us  the  reasonableness  of  prayer  and  thanks- 
givingt  of  recollecting  dirine  merciea,  and  keeping  a  written  me- 
morial of  themy  to  cherish  our  gratitude.  Let  us  kam  to  bless 
God  for  eveqr  appearance  of  providence  in  our  &vour  ;  to  rejoice 
and  delight  m  him,  to  take  comfort  in  his  perfect  rectitude,  his 
universal  and  perfect  knowlec^e,  his  almighty  power,  and  unerring 
justice.  Let  ys  remember,  that  he  knows  our  thoughts,  and  weighs 
our  actions  in  an  equal  balance^  and  therefore  be  solicitous  to  be  ap- 
proved of  him.  We  should  own  and  adore  him  in  sAl  the  changes 
be  makes  in  our  cht:umstance8,  or  in  the  circumstances  of  others  ; 
and  not  be  proud  and  .talk  arrogantly  in  the  highest  Mation,  since 
God  may  bring  us  low,  to  poverty,  contempt»  and  even  to  death 
itself  in  a  moment.  When  we  are  most  abased  and  distressed,  let 
'  us  not  deHMttry  because  he  can  presentlv  and  surprisingly  exalt  us. 
Let  us  truat  in  him^  wait  ufion  fdm^  and  rejoice  in  that  comfortable 
promisf^y  ht  vnU  keefi  the  feet  ^hU  samu  /  will  direct,  defend)  and 
support  them.  They  are  often  set  in  slippery  places,  and  need  his 
assistance  to  keep  tlieir  feet  from  falling.  Let  us  dread  the  doom 
of  his  enemies,  who  shall  be  canfounded  apd  ruined  :  Ae  vrill  tAun» 
der  ttfion  theniy  and  then  what  can  men  do  ?  Let  us  especially  learn 
to  rejoice  in  the  advancement  and  security  of  the  Messiah's  king* 
dom,  and  the  destruction  of  all  the  enemies  of  his  church,  and 
approve  ourselves  his  feithfiil  subjects,  that  we  may  have  reason 
nowy  and  thix>ugh  all  eternity,  to  rejoice  in  his  complete  salvation. 
2.  See  what  sad  creatures  wicked  priests  ar^  ;  they  are  the 
worst  men  upon  earth.  What  vile  wretches  were  these  sons  of  Eli ; 
who  was  himself  in  the  main  an  upright,  holy  man  1  They  were 
the  scandal  of  religion,  the  contempt  of  ail  sober  and  virtuous  peo* 
^le,  yea,  the  contempt  of  the  most  wicked,  all  the  people  cried 
shame  on  them.  It  was  indeed  a  shame  to  see  such  greedy  dogs, 
(as  the  prophet  calls  such  priests)  men  g^iven  up  to  their  belly  and 
to  their  lusts.  May  God  awaken  aU  ministers  to  ,guard  against  the 
lusts  of  the  ilesh,  that  his  offerings  and  service  be  not  abhorred,  re- 
ligion dishonoured,  and  its  interest  weakened,  by  those,  who  should 
be  its  patrons  and  ornaments. 

.  3.  We  see  that  God  ia  not  tmrigkteouM  to  forget  any  labour  qfiove 
for  his  honour.  Elkanah  and  Hannah  left  their  only  and  fevounte 
son,  before  the  Lord,  and  he  repidd  it  with  interest,  and  recompens- 
ed it  with  salvation.  No  one  will  lose  by  lending  to  God  ;  he  will 
t^ke  care  to  repay  them.  Let  ms  then  exercise  faith  in  his  prom- 
ises, and  never  distrust  his  kindness  ;  for  God  is  able  to  make 
every  temporal  favour  and  benefit  abound  to  us^  and  to  blc89  U9  wth 
9ti  ifnritttal  bi€99big9  in  CMitJ^m. 
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CHAP.    II.    22,  to  the  end. 

ffie  have  here  mote  aSondnationi  of  Efft  wru^  and  hU  too  gentle  f €• 
proof  <if  their  cHmee  /  mth  a  very  cnvful  reproof  and  denuncia* 
tion  eent  to  ESj  on  thU  account  by  a  firofthet. 

33  "^fO  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^*7  ^^  ^^  heard  aU  that  his  sons  did 
XN  unto  all  Israel ;  hut  by  reaeon  of  Ms  great  age  he  eotddnot 
examine  into  their  conduct  as  he  otheriviae  vfotdd  have  done  ;  bt^ 
he  heard  of  the  notoriotu  viUamee  practised  by  them^  and  how 
they  lay  with  the  women  that  assemUed  [at  J  the  door  of  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congi*egation,  who  either  itued  in  the  apartments 
of  (he  tabernacle  J  and  were  employed  in  the  necessary  noork  of  ity 
or  rather^  such  as  came  to  worship  there j  and  bring  the  customary 

^^  sacrifice.  And  he  gently  reproved  them^  and  said  unto  them. 
Why  do  ye  such  things?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  dealitigs  by  aH 

S4  this  people.  Nay,  my  sons  ;  for  [it  is]  no  good  report  that  I 
hear :  ye  miake  the  Loan's  people  to  transgress,  by  negletting  his 

25  sacrifice^  and  committing  Jhliy  with  you,*  If  one  man  sin  againsl 
another,  the  judge  shall  judge  him  :  but  if  a  man  sih  against 
the  Loa»,  who  shall  entreai  for  him  ?t  Notwithstanding,  t^ey 
hearkened  not  unto  the  voice  of  their  &ther,  because  the  Loan 

36  would  slay  them  ;  he  determned  to  punish  them  himseff  And 
the  child  Samuel  ^w  on»  and  was  in  favour  bodl  vrith  tt^ 
LoRD>  and  also  with  men. 

37  And  there  came  a  man  of  6od|  a  prophet^  unto  Eli^  and  said 
unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Loan^  Did  I  pldnly  appear  ^to  the 
house  of  thy  father,  that  is,  Aaron^  when  they  were  in  Egypt  in 

3S  Pharaoh's  house  \%  And  did  I  choose  him,  Jiaron  and  hia 
family  f  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  [to  be]  my  priest,  to  offer 
upon  mine  altar,  to  bum  incense  ;  to  wear  an  ephod  before  me, 
to  consult  Gody  and  recehe  voices  and  revelations  firom  hint  ?  and 
did  I  give  unto  the  house  of  thy  father  all  the  offerings  made  by 
fire  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  something  ofaU  the  sacrifices^  even 

35  the  skin  of  the  burnt  offerings  ?  Wherefore  kick  ye  at  my  sacri« 
flcej  and  at  mine  offering,  which  I  have  commanded  [in  my] 
habitation,  treat  it  with  the  highest  irreverence  and  contempt^ 
and  honourest  thy  sons  above  me,||  to  make  yourselves  fat  ^th 
the  chiefest  of  all  the  offerings  of  Israel  my  people  ^  pampering 

50  yourselves  with  my^  qferings.     Wherefore  the  Lord  Q<h>  of 


•  Tbb  wi»th>lBWinajt<fanfaidBlt>mjpwf<tibotiigt<fitr!gtoeo«««ndMi^ 
tte  should  bsvetoidtlMmtKeir»aioMiiref»  Tile  miilabOMiiia^      sboold  have  cast  them  oM  of- 
the  prktthood*  and  evea  havvpat  them  tt>deach.|br  advltety,  aceordhig  to  God'a  bw. 


t  Here  he  argaed  well  widk  then.  If  one  neigfaiwor  do  an  injaiyto  anotfaor*  the.  ^  _ 
mm  interppee*  w  PoaUh  tho  gnilty.  Bat  if  ope  injurethe  judge  himselC  who  ehail  intonoee 
ibr  him  ?  who  will  plead  wlAApKiiceto  pardon  one  who  has  attempted  to  taisc  away  hif  life? 

I  It  wae  the  iwnl  way  of  prophets,  to  bring  men  to  hnmttity  and  repentance  hf 
log  the  divlae  finreors*  and  thmhy  showhig  how  their  gnilt  wae-mpairated. 


,     I  Stf  wwioctadediathkchavvebecanaohetolcratod  the  eviU  sndlerfaig  tlMtt  CO  con* 
ttnoe  in  oflke*  and  allowing  them  to  treat  God's  service  so  shamefblly  :  choosing  rather  tn 

iramoar  wd  pleaae  thcB^  Oim  viwUottt  the  hoaogr  pf  lus  wpcihlp  lirom  those  ahoiM  th«r 
potctpon  m. 
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Israel  saith)  I  said  indeed  [that]  thy  'houae/  and^  the  house  of 
thy  finther,  should  walk  before  me  for  ever  :  but  now  the  Loan 
aaith,  Be  it  hr  from  n^  ;  for  them  that  honour  me  I  will^ 
honour,  and  they  that  despise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemal. 
Here  God  revokes  the  conditional  decree ^  that  MU  and  hU  family 

3 1  should  continue  firieatsfor  ever.*    Behold,  the  days  come  that 
I  will  cut  oif  thine  arro>  thy  fiower  and  authority y  and  the  arm  of . 
thy  father's  house,  that  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thine 

82  house,,  they  shall  all  be  cut  off  in  the  Jlov>er  of  their  age»\  And 
thou,  thiit  isy  thy  posterity y  fthis  is  a  usualscriftturefihrasej  shalt 
see  an  enemy  [in  my]  habitation,  in  all  [the  wealth]  which 
[God]  shall  give  Israel,  v>heA  Israel  shall  he  most  wealthy  and 
gloriousy  and  the  firiesthood  be  a  most  honourable  and  lucrative 
post  4  and  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thine  house  for  ever. 

33  And  the  man  of  thine,  [whom]  I  shall  not  cut  off  from  mine, 
altar,  [shall  be]  to  consume  thine  eyes,  arid  to  grieve  thine  heart: 
and  all  the  increase  of  thine  house  shall  die  in  the  flower  of  their 
age  ;  those  who  survive  shall  Hve  in  poverty  and  contemjity  and  be 

34  a  grief  to  all  their  friends  and  families.  And,  as  a  proof  that  aU. 
this  shall  come  to  passy  this  [shall  be]  a  sign  unto  thee,  that  shall 
come  upon  thy  two  sons,  on  Hophni  and  Phinehas  ;  in  one  day 
they  shall  die  both  of  them.  He  should  see  t/us  himself y  and 
might  therefore  conclude  that  all  the  rest  of  the  threatening  should 
be  fulfilled  :  neverthelessy  to  comfbrt  Israely  he  promises  the  priest' 

35  hood  shall  be  continued.    And  I  will  raise  me  up  a  faithful  priest, 

[that]  shall  do  according  to  [that]  which  [is]  in  mine  heart  and 

m  jx^y  xnind  :||  and  \  will  build  him  a  sure  house,  multiply  his 

familyy  and  continue  him  in  place  and  powery  and  he  shall  walk 

before  mine  anointed  for  ever  j*  f^  shall  direct  the  king  in  his 

36  proceefingsy  and  consult  for  him  in-difficult  cases^  And  it  shall 
come  to  pas^  [that]  every  one  that  is  left  in  thine  house  shall 
come  [and]  crouch  to  him  for  a  piece  of  silver  and  a  morsel  of 
breads  and  shall  say,  Put  me,  I  pray  thee,  into  one  of  the  priests' 
ofiices,  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  of  bread  ;  the  children  of  those 

'  who  were  so  dainty  that  they  must  have  the  choicest  pieces  of  the 
sacrificey  shall  be  reduced  so  low  qjs  to  beg  their  bready  and  be  glad 
qfthe  meanest  office  or  pension  to  keep  them  from  stg,rving^  See 
1  Kings  ii,  36,  37, 

*  The  priettlipqfii  it  teeiqi«  f<w  some  mnon  or  otber,  not  mentioned  in  scripture^  had  been 
transferred  fr^  th(;,fainUy  of  Eleazar,  Aaron's  eldest  son,  to  Itfaamar,  the  younger  son,  fmm 
^fhom  Eli  was  descended  b<|t  now  ^  trunslat^  back  again..  As  if  he  had  said)  Thoi^  t 
made  sach  a  promise,  yet,  imagine  not  that  I  will  be  a  partner  in  such  crimes  as  yours,  or 
connive  at  such  wickedness.  And  the  reason  he  gives,  is  a  standing  rule  in  God's  govern- 
xneaty  that  ha  will  give  men  honoor  and  eateem  according  aa  they  bchBre  i  and  wickrd  i&cn* 
who  contemn  God,  shall  be  despised  both  by  God  and  man.  '' 

t  This  partlcolarly  refers  to  the  destruction  of  the  priests  by  Doegin  Saul's  time.  See 
th.  xxii.  18, 

i  Semf  nnderttand  this  of  the  Philtstinea  defeating  the  br^itet  and  taking  the  arl; ; 
bat  I  rather  think  It  refbrs  to  the  removal  of  lUi's  family,  which  happened  eighty  years  after, 
in  Solomon's  time ;  when  Israel  was  in  the  greatest  prosperity  ;  and  another  was  put  inr 
whom  diey  looked  upon  aa  an  enemy  and  a  ri^ 

I  This  refert  to  Zadok,  -who  was  faithful  to  God,  to  David*  and  to  Solomon^  and  ancceeded 
Abiathar,  of  the  family  of  £11. 

*  The  priesthood  continued  in  this  family  till  the  Babylonkh  captivity i  attdyery  prd^ahl^ 
ttt]  the  time  of  Christ.  '  /  r       / 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1.  'TTTT  E  may  obscrre,  that  those  who  are  dcifcf  to  reproof, 
'  V  V  especially  to  parental  reproof,  are  in  the  way  to  ruin,  v, 
25.  Eli'd  sons'  would  not  hearken  ;  therefore  God  determined  to 
slay  them,  and  make  them  public  examples  of  his  displeasui^. 
There  is  not  a  surer  sign  of  an  hardened  sinner,  a  brutish  wretch, 
a  9on  of  Betialy  than  despising  and  rejecting  the  reproofs  of  pious 
parents.  Accordingly,  Solomon  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim,  and  this 
itory  confirms  the  truth  of  it,  that  he  who  being  often  refirtroed^  hard' 
eneth  hU  necky  ahaU  ntddcnly  he  destroyedy  and  that  without  remedy. 

2.  Steady  piety  in  young  people  is  peculiarly  honourable,  espec- 
ially when  they  have  bad  examples  before  them.  The  encomium 
upon  Samuel  in  this  chapter  is  very  remarkably  introduced.  After 
the  wickedness  of  Eli's  sons  had  been  specified,  then  CDmes  Sam-, 
uefs  good  character,  v,  18,  26.  He  minded  his  business,  and  did 
it,  unmoved  by  the  example  of  those  wicked  priests,  though  they" 
were  his  superiors  in  age,  knowledge,  and  station.  He  kept  his. 
integrity,  regarded  and  profited  by  Eli's  insti*uclion  ;  and  God  loved 
him,  Eli  loved  him,  and  aU  the  good  people  of  Israel  loved  him. 
Good  children  and  pious^  youths  will  always  be  the  favourites  of 
heaven,  and  the  dariings  of  all  wise  and  good  men  ;  and  the  more 
bad  examples  and  powerful  temptations  they  have  about  them,  the 
greater  will  be  their  honour,  and  the  more  God  and  man  will  love 
them.  It  should  be  the  hearty  wish  and  prayer  of  us  all,  that  ttiat 
may  be  the  character  of  all  our  children  and  young  friends,  which 
was  the  character  of  Samuel,  and  of  one  greater  and  better,  than 
him,  even  the  holy  child  Jeans  ;  that  they  may  grow  in  wisdom  as 
they  do  in  staturey  and  inftcvour  with  God  and  man, 

3.  Let  us  attend  to  that  important  maxim,  that  settled  rule  of 
God's  government,  that  those  who  honour  him  he  will  honour.  If  -we 
honour  God  by  serious  worship,  by  a  holy  behaviour,  and  zeal  for 
his  glory,  he  will  honour  us  by  reputation  among  men,  his  own  eft- 
teem,  and  innunderable  benefits.  But  if  we  despise  Aim,  by  forget- 
ting his  worship,  breaking  his  laws,  and  being  unconcerned  about 
his  glory,  we  shall  sink  into  contempt,  become  mean  and  vile 
creatures,  and  be  the  objects  of  the  divine  displeasure  ;  which  is 
the  greatest  evil  that  can  possibly  befall  us.  Religion  makes  meii 
honourable  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  all  wise  and  good  beings ;  but 
tin  is  the  greatest  ifishonour  to  human  nature,  and  will  bring  upon 
men  everlasting  shame,  contempt,  and  reproach.    Once  more, 

4.  Let  parents  learn  from  the  awful  threatening  denounced 
against  Eli,  the  terrible  consequence  of  spoiling  their  children,  and 
conniving  at  their  vices.  Eli  appears  in  every  other  respect  to  hav» 
been  a  worthy,  good  man  ;  but  a  foolish  partiality  and  fondness  for 
his  children  brought  ruin  upon  them.  He  reproved  them  indeed, 
but  it  was  in  the  most  gentle  manner  for  the  most  execrable  crimeis ; 
ttdd  treated  them  more  lightly  than  he  did  Hai^nah,  whom  he  only 
fuspectful.  See  how  easUy  even  the  best  parents  may  err  in  the 
treatment  of  their  children  ;  and  how  he  that  spareth  reproqf  and 
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twrecHany  9ft$iUth  kU  child.  But  let  tbem  remember^  that  if  tfaejr 
cotinive  at  the  vices  of  their  children^  or  their  neglect  or  contempt 
of  4i^iDe  worship,  Qod  will  not.  Let  parents  then  repfove  andr 
admonish}  and  always  proportion  their  reproofs  to  the  natures  of  the 
crime  ;  otherwise  they  honour  their  children  abvue  God  :  an  awful, 
and  awakening  expression  !  Those  who  allow  their  children  in  anjr 
evil  way^  are  more  tender  of  them  than  of  God^s  honour  and  glory^ 
more  solicitous  to  honour  their  children  than  please  and  hoQour 
him,  Eli  could  not  have  contrived  a  surer  way  to  plague  himseli^ 
and  his  femily^  than  by  this  indulgence  to  his  children.  Let  parenta 
guard  against  this  conduct^  or  they  will  make  a  sword  for  them^ 
selveS)  which  will  pierce  them  to  their  hearts ;  and  are  taking  the 
direct  method  to  entsdl  pover^  and  ruin  upon  their  posterity. 
They  should  take  warning  by  this  melancholy  story,  and  not  be 
accessary  to  the  present  and  eternal  ruin  of  their  children  i  and 
thus,  as  was  the  case  with  £li»  have  their  gray  hair*  hroughi  down 
iviih  aorrovf  to  the  grave, 

CHAP.    HI. 

ir»  hawe  herej  Chd^  extraordinary  dieeauery^  tif  kinufe^$o  Samuel  $ 
the  me99age  he  delivered  to  him  ;  the  delivery  of  that  mea&age  tof 
£li  i  and  the  eetahU^hmeni  of  Samuel  to  he  a  prophet  in  lerael. 

I  AND  the  child  Samuel  mhnstered  unto  the  Lohb  before 
JLjL  £fi,  in  eueh  eervice*  at  EH  directed.  And  tile  word  of  the 
Loan  waa  precious  in  those  days*  the  ejurit  of  prophecy  wae  very^ 
rare  and  uncommon  ;  [there  was]  ne  open  vision  ;  though  eome 
jmght  have  partieular  revelations  for  their  own  private  direction  f 
yet  there  wa9  eearee  any  pubUc  prophet^  to  whom  the  peofde  mighf 
eommonly  reeortjbr  irjfitrmation  ;  thie  honour  fMM  reoerved  far 

%  Samuek  And  ^i  oame  to  pass  at  that  time,  wha%inaione  were  ao 
^neommon^  when  Eli  [was}  laid  down  in  his  ^aee,  was  gone  $v 
9oet  in  9ome  apartment  near  the  tabernacle^  and  his  eyes  begaA  to 
wax  dim,  [that]  he  eould  not  see  ;  hie  eight  fidied  himy  eo  mat  h& 
ofUn  wanted  help^  and  Samuel  woe  ever  ready  to  come  at  hiocoH^f 

5  And  ere  the  lamp  of  God  went  out  in  the  temp1i&  of  the  LoBVt 
Inhere  the  ark  of  God  [was,]  and  Samuel  was  laid  down  [to 

4  sleep  ;]  That  the  Loan  called Sunuel,  by  avoieefrom  the  oracle 
between  the  cherubim  in  the  moeP  holy  plaeey  and  he  answered^ 

5  Here  [am]  L  And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said,  Here  [ami  ^  » 
for  thou  calledst  me.  And  he,  Ed^  euppoeing  he  might  dream 
that  he  fnw  called^  said,  I  called  not :  lie  down  again.    And- he 

6  went  and  lay  down*  And  the  Loro  calted  yet  again,  SaasmeK 
And  Samuel  arose  and  went  to  £!i»  and  said,  H'ere  [am]  I ;  for 
^ou  didst  call  me.  Samuel  thought  it  could  be  no  one  dee^forii 
was  nighty  and  tlie  doon  were  ehut.    And  he  mswered^  I  caHed 

f  not,  my  son  ;  tie  do»m  again.    Now Se^nuelcttd  i(iotyet  know 
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the  Load*  neither  was  the  vord  of  the  Lo«o  )ret  revetled  unto 
him  I  he  did  not  know  how  God  revealed  fdnimt{fto  the  /in^heUj 
and  had  not  learnt  to  dUtingtaah  between  the  voice  qfGod  and  that 

t  ^a  num.  And  the  Loko  called  Samuel  again  the  third  tinkt. 
And  he  aifMeand  went  to  £11)  and  Baid)  Here  [am]  I  \  for  tliou 
didst  call  me.  And  £11  perceived  that  the  Loan  had  called  the 
ehild  \  the  repetition  rfthe  voice  led  MH  to  conclude^  that  it  ntuat 
be  the  Lord  who  e/ioke^  lYae  waa  a  great  mortification  to  MUy  to 
hm>e  a  chUdf  who  woo  hie  eervttnty  thue  caUedj  ttnd  tent  with  a 
meoeage  to  him  :  it  would  make  him  oo&citouo  to  know  what  the 
f  meoeage  wae^  and  lead  him  to  give  credit  to  it^  Therefore  £U 
said  tnto  Samuel^  Go»  lie  down :  and  it  shall  he^  if  he  call  thee^ 
that  thou  Shalt  say^  Spieafc)  Lord  ;  for  thy  servant  heareth  i  teU* 
ing  him  in  i^ect  that  it  woe  God*o  voice^  ttnd  directing  him  how  to 

A6  behave.  So  Samiiel  went  and  lay  down  in  his  place.  And  thi 
IjOIb  camey  and  sloody  ttid  called  as  at  other  tiinesi  Samuel, 
Samuel.  Betide  the  voice^  which  now  came  nearer^  thete  wao 
probably  oome  bright  haninom  afifiedrance.  Then  Samuel  an- 
invtredySpeak  }  fer  thy  Mrraat  hcare^.  m  mXtt^d  the  ^oord 
Jjordj  either  thamughfear^  or  hurry  tfhio  cfdritoj  or  f¥^m  an  tm« 
eerttinty  whether  it  wao  the  Lord*e  voice  or  not. 

1 1  And  the  Loan  said  to  Samuel,  Behold,  I  will  do  a  thing  in 
Israeli  at  which  both  the  ears  of  e?efy  one  that  heai-eth  it  ^hall 

IS  l^^fy^ohaUbe otHcken with hinror and aiotofdehment^  Intliatday, 
in  the  eeaoon  thai  I  home  aftfiointedj^  tMe  worky  I  will  perform 
against  £li  all  [things]  which  I  have  spoken  concerning  his 
house ;  when  I  begin,  I  will  also  make  an  end  ;  though  part  qf 
the  threatening  which  Ihaveedreddy  denounced  may  be  delayed^ 

M  yet  J  will  peroevere  until  all  shall  be  fulfilled.  For  I  have  told 
him  that  I  will  judge  his  house  for  ever  for  the  iniquity  whicti 
he  knoweth ;  he  could  not  be  ignorant  qf  these  public  iniquities^ 
for  they  were  generally  complained  ofj  because  his  sons  made 
themselves  vile  in  the  sight  tf  Gody  and  contemptible  in  the  eye$ 
qfall  the  people j  and  he  restrained  them  not,  did  not  frown  upon 
thenh  'wr  reprove  them^  as  a  father  j  su^end  them  from  their  office^ 
M  Mghpriesiy  and  cttftitalty  punish  themy  as  a  judge  and  magis* 

14  trate^  if  the  other  methods  had  no  ^eci.  And  therefore  I  have 
awoTB  unto  the  house  of  £li,  that  the  iniquity  of  Eli's  house 
shall  not  be  purged  with  sacrifice  nor  offering  for  ever ;  there 
shall  be  no  abtttcTnent  qfths  punishment ^  no  sacryicje  accepted. 

15  And  Samuel  lay  until  the  morning,  and  opened  the  doors  of 
the  house  of  the  Loan.  TMs  was  part  qfhis  work^  the  tabema^ 
cle  being  included  in  a  house  or  buildbig.  And  Samuel  feared  t9 
show  Eli  the  vision  ;  having  no  command  to  deliver  this  tAessage^ 

.16  he  was  unwilling  to  distress  the  good  old  man.  Then  Eli  called 
Samuel,  and  said,  Samuel,  my  son.    And  he  answered,  Itere 

17  [am]  I.  And  he  said,  What  [is]  the  thing  that  [the  Loan] 
hath  sdid  unto  thee  ?  I  pray  thee  hide  [it]  not  fh>m  me :  God 
do  so  to  thee,  atid  more  also,  if  thou  hide  [any]  thing  from  me 
of  all  the  things  that  he  said  unto  thee.    EH  having  been  so 
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tokmnfy  threatened  b^re^  aaiduded  tiat  it  rdaitd  to  Mm  /.  ttad 

though  he /cared  the  woraty  he.  was  vjiUing  to  know  it :  buijbiding 
Samuel  backward  to  relate  ity  lie  adjured  him  in  the  moat  solemn 

18  manner  to  do  it.  And  Samuel  told  him  everf  whit^  and  lad 
nothiog  from  him.  The  sentence  being  fironounced  by  a  child^ 
who  had  his  dependence  vfion  Eli^  belurved  with  so  much  modesty 
and  sim/ilicityy  and  who  vhls  unable  to  discern  between  the  voice  qf 
God  and  that  of  his  tutor^  would  be  more  terrible  to  £&  than  the^ 
declaration  of  the  firofihet.  And  he  said,  It  [is]  the  LoiJ>  s  let 
him  do  what  seemeth  him  good ;  humbly  acknowledging  God's 
sovereignty y  and  aubmtting  to  tlie  sentence  with  afiemtent  hearts 

19  And  Samuel  grew,  and  the  Loan  was  with  him^ and  revealed 
more  and  more  qfhis  mind  to  himy  and  did  let  none  of  his  words 
fall  to  the  ground  ;  they  were  all  like  an  arrow  that /alls-  not  shorty 

SO  but  hits  the  mark.  And  all  Israel^  from  Dan  even  to  Beer&hebit 
know  that  Samuel  [was]  established  [to  be]  a  pi^phet  of  the 
Loan,  both  by  EU^s  testimonyy  by  refieated  revelatifms  fnade  to 
himy  and  by  some,  qfthe  declarations  being  remarkably  uccom/dish* 
ed  :  &e  was  to  be  a  cen»$ant  prsfihety  to  «M%  tJkfiia€0^  Unm 

31  and  Thumndmy  when  the  ark  was  taken  away.  And  the.  Loed 
appeared  again  in  Shiloh :  for  the  Loan  revealed  himsdf  to 
Samuel  in  Shiloh  by  the  word  of  tlie  Loao.  God  qften  reveaM 
himself  to  himy  not  by  dreams  or  vitdonsy  but  by  an  audibly  voice^ 
He  was  the  first  jirophety  since  Mosesy  who  was  raised  t^t  to  be  m 
public  instructor  and  govemot.    See  Mis  iii.  24» 

REFLECTIONS. 

« 

1.  'in  HIS  chapter  teaches  us,  that  the  younger  should  be  subfect 
Jl  to  the  elder ;  that  children  *and  servapts  should  pay  due 
respect  to  their  masters  and  instructors.  How  humble  and  diligent 
was  Samuel !  ready  to  rise  out  of  his  bed  at  every  call  of  Eli  ;  and 
"Was  very  careful  and  tender  of  him.  Children  should  honour  their 
aged  and  weakly  parents  ;  and  servants  should  do  all  they  can  for 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  those  whom  they  serve  :  and  learn  from 
this  pious  child,  that  their  obedience  should  be  ready  and  cheerfu^ 
and  then  it  will  be  acceptable. 

2.  We  learn,  that  when  God  speaks,  his  creatures  should  attend. 
If  it  be  our  duty  to  obey  the  calls,  and  attend  to  the  instructions,  of 
earthly  masters,  much  more  of  the  infinitely  great  and  glorious  Godf 
•whose  servants  we  all  are.  When  reading  or  hearing  his  word, 
this  should  be  our  language,  Speaky  Lord^fir  thy  servant  heareth. 
Let  us  hearken  and  attend  to  wlmt  the  Lord  our  God  will  speaky  and 
then  we  may  hope  he  will  speak  peace  to  its, 

3.  Parents  may  see  the  absolute  necessity  of  restraining  their 
children  from  wicked  ways.  This  was  suggested  in  our  remarks 
on  the  hst  chapter.  But  it  is  so  important,  and  so  much  neglected^ 
that  it  is  proper  we  should  be  reminded  of  it  again  and  again  ;  aii 
God  thought  proper  to  remind  Eli  of  his  crime.    If  parents  sec. 
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Hftdf  dMMM)  lffdtkiir'them9ehe9viliinae^ht<^GodmA  HI  good 
^ings,  Ut  them-retolutely  vestrda  them,  frown  npcm  th^xn^  and 
tieyer  cbtmiTe  at  slirof  fln)r  k!iid^or*in<any  degree  ;  lest  they  make 
thenidelTes  partiAtets  of  Uieiif'giiilty  tJxi  bring  remediless  calamities 
and  destruction  tipon  their  houses.   . 

4.  We  may  learn,  from  the  exkmfile  of  EH,  a  submissiTe  temper 
0f  miiid  trnfer'  alt  the  -dtspensalions  of  Providence.  When  this 
dreadfbl  threatening*  ^was  heard,  he  said,  It  is  the  Lord^  iet  hhn  do 
wAai^^m^th  k&ngwfdi  He  lays  it  dcf^m  as  a  plain  truth,  It  is  the 
Lord';  -  a' feeing  of  perfect  jtndce,'  ahnighty  power,  and  infinite  wis- 
dom, whcj  nevcy  puniriics  writhout  a  just  cause,  and  in  a  righteous 
maimer/  And  then  be  draws  this  Tery  proper  and  satisfetctory  con- 
clusion, 'iet  him  d(fvifua  seemethMtk  gvcd  ;  not  what  I  think  just  and 
£t,  'who  am  M-igndrtoit,  and  hSTe  sv  often  erred,  but  what  his  per- 
Act  knlowtedge  judges  to  be  best*^  May  we  thus  accept  the  punish- 
ment of  our  iniqUitV,  and  i^eat  the  indignation  of  the  Lordy  because 
^tfe  have  sinned  ag<nnst  him.' 

'^j:  {t»''j  t;..^4»;  i  fi  '  i    '\  \A.:  '^r  'i  ;  .j  :  •  • 


CHAP.    IV. 

in  thU  ehaftter  me  ha^  an  aeeotmt  of  the  dtfeM  t^  Istaelt  the  loss 
'  oftHfetfrk  /  and-the  mmtfikr  in  which  the  tidings  xf  this  sad  event 
were  received  at  Shiioh. 

•  *  ■  I  •  «  » 

I  /\li  11  i!t^  ymjrd  i^  StmtatU  his  f^^ 
JlTL  Israel.*.  Now  Israel  went' out  against  the  Philistines  to 
bditk,  andftebedbttUe^BbeiieMr  t  and  the  PhillatiQea  pitched 
in  AphdSi ,  Su^hanfoc  hhti^iSamsonmade  among  ihsnh .  thatihey 
•  ,  hadheengmetaemrjbrt^yearstibtttthe  I&aeiitesnowattentfited 
to  tkeaw off" thetryoke^ a^detteam^ mthe^m^den ^,iheir eoun* 

S  try.  .  And^e  PhiUstines  put  thetnselT«a  in  amy  agaioat  Israel  z 
iaad  vben  they,  joined  battle^  Israel  wtt^.anftittenb^re  thct  Phili- 
iatinea  :.  and  d»^  slew  of  the  jurmy  in  the  field  about  foi)r  thou- 
sand men. 
'-S      And  when  tiie  people  were  ccttieinto  tkercampf  the  elders  jpf 

•  Israel  said»  Wherefore  hath  the  Loan  snsitteaus  today  before 
the.  Philistines  ?  Let  us  fetdi  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Loan.out  of  Shiloh  unto  ns,  tbatt  when  it  ooaeth^amoDg  us,  it 
may  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemiea.  They  though^  the 
justice  of  their  etatse  wae^  sufficient  to  secure .  the  divine  favour^ 
widtout  eonddersag  their  character  ;  hut  now  they  would  have  the 
atkj  to  which  theyfadd  a  eufierotitifnte  rigardy  and  in  which  they 

4  placed  an  improper  cotyidenee.  So  the  people  sent  to  Shiloh, 
that  they  might  bring  from  thence.the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Loan  of  hostSy  which  dwelleth  [between]  the  cherubim  s 

*  TlMte  words  arcannatotallfdbjoliMdftpiilthi  ftrcsoingcbapcer,  they  MBfthtprof^ 
OODdasioaof  the  Lm  Ttric  of  it. 

v»t.  m.  c 
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and  die  two  tons  of  Eliy  Htiphiii  afid  Wifaieliat,  [ii«»]  diim 
.  5  with  the  ark  of  the  ^cyvenaiit  of  God«*  .  And  when  the  arfc  of 
the  covenant  of  tjhe  Loitp  cane  into  the  camp^  all  Itfatl  shcaited 
with  a  great  ahout^  so  that  the  earth  no^  again,  tkey  v(treAeord 
a  great  way  offs  and  thought  thnmehef  om  ntre  ^atfcviM)  €m  j^ 
the  victory  was  aireitdy  gtdned* 

6  And  when  the  PhittstiBea  heard  the  noise  of  thie  ahonty  they 
were  uiarmed^  be&eving  the  UtaeUieB  had  rteeived  eame  aeeeuiati 
to  their  strength  r  and  tiiey  said,  What  [moanetfa}  the  noise  of 
this  great  shout  in  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews  ^  And  Hiay  under* 

7  stood  that  the  ark  of  the  Loan  iMM  come  into  the  caaup^  And 
when  the  Philistines>t>tim^  whtu-it  -woa,  thef  were  afraid,  tot  thejr 
said,  God  is  come  into  the  oamp.  And  thej  said,  Woe  untp 
us !  for  there  hath  not  been  oikIi  a  thing  horalofiire.  Th^ 
never  heard  <if  the  ark  befbre^  and  imagmedthe  hfoehtee  woeshif^ 
fled  it  as  their  God  in  ait  their  battiee^  ami$hovgki  it  wetMitnduce 

•  s(mie  extraordinary  effect.  Woe  unto  na  1  wlio  shall  deliver 
us  out  of  the  hand  of  these  mighty  Gods  ?  these  [are]  the  Coda 
that  smote  the  Egyptians  with  alltiiopla|neain  thn  iNMar- 
ness«  They  iiad  fought  wiih  men  k^fire^  Hn  now  tkey  motet  Jighi 
with  God  :  they  aeknowlet^e  the  ettfienofity  qfthe  God  qfhroH 
to  their  gods  ;  huty  not  understanding  the  eaered  etory^  they 
tHought  thefiki^feUufnnthe  J^fyptitme4i^tkewiidemeee,t  they 
had  general^  hut  eenfitsed  idemsjfthefitet  s  mnd  reeoveritigjrom 
9  their  fright  y  their  commander  eneoutagei  MM,  myingf  Be  stccmg, 
and  quit  yourselves  like  men,  O  ye  Philistines,  that  ye  be  net 
tefvants  unto^the  Hebrews^  as  tiiey  hnvn  been  to  yw/:  4qiat  yoor- 

«     selves  like  men,  and  fif^t  ^  .<&    . 

to  And  the  Philialhieft  fought,  and  Isaael  waa  andtten»  asid  they 
fled  every  man  ims  his  tent :  and  thiere  wasa  very  great  alaogh- 

'  ter^  ferthere  fell  of  Israel  thirty  thousand  Ibobiien  $  Godst/" 
fered  thie,  to  show  them  the  -mmity  ^  their  eee^idence  in  the  ttrjtj 
andMeommia^deasurie.     TheyJUd  every  man  home  ie  their  dwelU 

flings.  And  the  ark  of -God  wia  tdeen  I  and  the  two  sons  of  Elif 
Hophni  and  Phhiehas,  were  alain ;  thus  tegmi  the  judgment  <^ 
God  ufion  the  house  ^  JS&*. 

13  And  there  ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  out  of  the  army,  and  camo 
to  Shiioh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with  earth 

13  upon  his  head^  in  the  haUt  of  a  mourner  in  great  distress.  And 
when  he  came,  lo,  Eli  sat  upon  a  seat  by  the  Way  side  watching: 
for  bis  heart  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God,  ieet  it  should  be  taken 
and  abused  by  the  PhiUsitinee^  and  Qod*s  pitofde  he  defaived  of  the 
eomfbtt  tfit*  And  when  the  man  came  into  the  city^  and  told 
[it,]  aU  the  city  cried  out ;  they  were  ioth  to  teU  Mfirst^  there^ 
fore  they  went  into  the  city,  whiie  he  ma  alarmed  and  terrified^ 
trembUngfor  their  temporal  ami  sfdritmal  intereete.    At  this  in^ 

•  Porhaps  they  dU  ^s  in  Imltaticn  af  J«ihiui*i  attackhif  |eridio  ;  but  it  was  contrarj  to 
U^diviAf  wUIj  who  ordered  tbat  the  ark  thooldbc  tet(lod#  md  not  moved  about  in  CaiUHiih 

t  Tke  brarUcei  had  ofttn  been  •verctme  jndbroaalitbiiaad^feties  by  ttma* 
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i  wlicBrElt.liieardtleiiQiieoftliecvyiiiigt  he  said,  What[ineMi<* 
If     <thl  'tllt:ttotoe»:C<  tlut/tiiwiiH  ?  ADdAoauttcameiii  hastily^ 

and  told  £H  9  rt<y.0awfc'^  Af«itf»bi  f Ae  man  U^eMm «  circunn^ 
Mk'  9$ntkd  m\mm0L  Now  £ii  was  ninetj  and  eig»ht  years  old  ;  and 
.  ,  his  €]Fes  were  diiBf  that  he  cwdd  aot  aae  j.  A^.  coM/^ittnor  «ef  /Ae 

mdnem  ^  their  c^unHmoKm^  hiL  mUy  hear  ihtir  crie$  and  Jamen^ 
-^^  tatkm.  '  And  the.  man  aaid  unto^EU*  I  [am]  he  that  came  out 

ef  the  arsyf  .and  I  fled  today  out  eC  the  arn^  l  iAaw  betnwk 

\-    t^wiitm$'^  tha  hanky  amdhring^youthe  ^ficfitdest  inteUigJenct. 

vr  Aadheaaid*  Whail<iath0aBii(|ne9.my!i0n  ?    And  the  messen* 

r  r  f^  aaanaMdend  aaidf  iaaael  is  fled  before  the»Phyistine8»  and 

*  th«re  halh,  beeai  dear  a  greal^  eiaugbter^Maong  the  people  1 
and  thy  imommir»hthi  Hophnt  and  f  han<fca»>»iic  deadi  andiAf 

i%Jt  warm  qf  Mikf  ith#  aikof  Gedkiilaken,.''  And  it.cana  to  pass* 

.  ^laAtem.hm  wmim.  aaciilien^  of  the  aah  o£  Cedt  U  Hrsuah  M&  » 

'    ih€  hemr4i  .sMhefrheieU  flrtm.  off  the  aaat^hidmard  by  the  4ide 

ofithe.fatey^/aad  bi*faiceh.h«alie»and  he  duHl^  ibrihe^wasaik 

.&9    *  And  he  haAindged'I«raci AilyyQBeaiii.    itad^biad^ughter  in 

•  laW)  Fhin¥IUs'.Nnfi»4  «  iliaiit«f0fiis%i<tn4.ief>#:/«^^ 

with  ehild^;fne*r}  in  ihn.^ettviiped  t.  and  when  she  hmA  this 
.  tidhiis  thAt the<ariMf  ,G0d:wan<fah«iii  a;^  that  h^r.  fiudier  hi 
'..  law! and heahnsband.ir6iia daadiaht h<y<Aheii^tfiand^iragraaed;i 
•  ^  hrhat/^9k»^mnt-mSfmhttiJi^(mJJ^yH^ 
M  MSdingai9he/(sii  ni^Aitair.  iaArtdtaboNt'Oi^itmt^rJMndfnt^ 
;  i  the  woinnn.tha«aiead.hir;h0ftaiUiMA%:h«kiF^  fmiimi 
...  haA  bomsA  ion  i-  <iiAi|oiMti4p4r>/Aaie'4Mf^iil^^ 

''Bnfcshe<paiertPedfnn»LnaM!nr;diA#h»  Pigagdi^  ino-apne^  «oe 
;tl  ^hrmm>^oa^.wiih<gri^A§n4k9(»tr»^4  An%  M^mr^ifl^^fytf'^dr 
:  -MttU  4MmM^,  shenaaaed'thn  shM  tahabafy^awgteg'bitetWy 
.  ^  ia  depniMl  faonUsnaiiij  hagani»^ Jh#>fiMrh..efe  gpd  i^ac  takh» 
St  and  heeatisa  ol  Jwrtiaihor  jn  kw.andhv^hiMband. :?  And.  she 
/ .  .aaid^.Tli»^;ldryisdi9«riidAMf)Llsmslt^  •% .«#j|ii(  omtAh. 

c  sv4tdnn»  V«dhnihPife'itoyx/.  ^l%:AH#.«(/iA<!:^^«MlH(f^^ 

1.  T  T  k.net  jineMnmon  .lor dnan^ta t9«9^-aiLiMpefialiidmA  i^eanl 
.  JL  le  aaeied  Itfwny  andfttfenwnirirtolwetyang^ 
n^kct  moral  duties.  These  men  had  a  great  revrapiwate^to  tha 
ark  {  they  thought  it  would  do  wonders  for  them»  and  that  there 
waenodMngernowthatwascmne.  Thna  In  the  present  day,  men 
boast  of  their  external  prinleges,  and  trust  to  the  rites  and  cere* 
monies  of  religion^  while  by  their  siHs  they  are  displeasing  God> 
and  drawing  down  ruin  upon  themselves.  They  think  they  shall 
be  saved  by  a  fiery  zeal  for  these  things  ;  while  humilityy  piety, 
and  charitj  are  neglected  s  but  the  instance  before  us  shows  that 
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^  to  beadaoctitary  far  impeoileaCslmiersr  -Th6oai£de<o§fdiB^€ii 
Vdll  Borer<  savatfaMOiiirto  m  atrMifniifip/itiAoawd  «]id'  '8iibs(KDC9 
of  it«  Lot  lift  be.  oamious' tbcimiDk  t»i««t*m)40  >orni  ^  gmUauM^ 
!Fl>tk  we  ate  deetTKotd  of  fkt^^fiHmf  ^'^it,  Tb«o  «re  )mmiy  ^i4m> 
liaveeateD  and  dvank  »  Cfariilfk jireMSce^  kriHioiirhe'wiUeayi  / 

2.  Pioufe  aauls  la^.thA  ooocema  of  God^xhutfcb'^i^  near  their 
lieaits,  and  are  deei|df  nfitoscd  'wkh  its'  flifngecand*  eaknntiee. 
Tiiia  was  the  oaie  with  £K'4tfid  Iwi^din^Mrlii  hnr^oAiriheer/ 
tmnbiedj^  ihe  ark;  '.Ooedipeopte«re^nmlie<MceisMdiiir^e  ia« 
teneata  of  the  chiirobythaki  'their'ovii  ^nveiemioeealas  afi|ara  ; 
they  eaieem  tlie  inalfaf^  of  Jeauflaien  aa  ^tg&t  ahM  jeyt;f  caMitate  m 
yt>blicapint|  amitiicir  heai^4alwfh^aWw«Rlam'«bigff>«^  ini* 
^tj  abettod,  -  Let.  ua  «lioar'oiir)€oiitoeffaf  lPfilBaiMat>f«7er  atatf 
'vigoaans^iofedeavctan,  ti»>  «fatiid'«m  //Si^»3M#A^ei  ^l^ar  ml^tlm^imd^M 
Mo^  inr  8at>^  of  hls'catise  and  iiiief^aif«litfo<miW,  »^^  ■;  "^  ^^'^ 
•  3»  W«ileaRith«t'Gitd'iioidlMiibee:>«idiq>HMeDeefoae.tite^^^ 
«f  ti  paftkM  ;  oitd  td  tee  them  h  the  j^fmU!gC*wi«Sar  en  pbniUy 
•Qstain;    Tbe4ii;lri#aBlKiif^ifMMKi^^ 

&rour  to  lamely  eftd«hat'»htf  dwelt  oaMtog  thlMn. '/^WiMii'theyiloat 
tttit,.  their  |ftoiir>4wsUgdneit^«i^iiatioii  otoMwiCodtio^iaitbdTaw 
&onttAiein746  tirittt  hlto'OMfiiiaMetf/aMi^,  IcoahniioM&^hia  eandkatk^ 
^sani^tfMfttr'tfeMitnf*  eatv^  aMM^dbtfdMI,<-'nAai*4avd  to'iio.tTea« 
MB  to  fear  tMir  BtK>utfd'bi»>the  oaae'withi':4tijar-'ii«lioani'>Aae  4^  the 
yapel^  aad  ite  o<<^toiiificee^4aijyiaed  t'^Htt«ifcMewo4oo<>'iiiaBy^MaM 

Emta}  Hh^  iweiuX  mtMr  iiifieMtllilMi^wd'  talttdo NAevoliDn  } 
aie^we  M  feMMiDt^  fleiv1e«t-G«#«hoiild%iatr«pMaHyf  JiiA^ 
foar  *^msfi9  "d^Hamd  P  Wo^4o»tNMPftMb'>«lfOWieod«ideGpirto  { 
Wh«irhe|^^  ^Hm^  |roer}  aMld^^gejact  ihii]|gt^gcrwithvtdixi^ 
l^e'hawe  re«Mb^lb<i!iftr  Mt  )ie  ahkfUlA  aay«(0'M» hdnirtarBt  da  he 
^  W  Jeremiah^  clfhc^Mfaf^HHiAi^f^.  vn.  MHJ^rfM?  •  iGla^i^  mnmunUk 

^u,  Wnnjf  ^  tkfi^f^mi  ifmMhg^i  Mr'v|f^  tedMwif  /  ontf  J  «a//^ 
yotf,  dti/  ye  qruwered not  i  therein  fudUIdotrnf  tkU  funue^iMchU 
tailed  by  my  name  i  ^itkerpn,^e  tfUBt^  ai9(ftoihe/Uace  which  I  gave  to 
you  and  your  Jaihere^  4k  f'i^ktpoe  dtme^io}  S&h^  Aad  I  will  cast  you 
out  qfmy  eighty  ot  J  htnte  caet  out  aU  your  brethren^  even  the  whoh 
keetf^  MjflMm^^^  ^MUf^^^YmryMO'Shou^iMoifie^pIt^^ 
o^dty^notp^e^^tkouhmMtif  mM^etm^^^nfiiti^^  JMU 
mi  hffkr  li*w^^'--^  ^'-i*^/  »*  t>-'i  .  '•  ■  '  '>  l^:-'    1  -  ■  ■' 
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When  the  ark  vxatiikeh^  cine  wotdd  have  thmtght^lhe  BroeUieB  ^^mdd 
^  fiave  attefnfited  tb  regainSt)  and  hse  any  tfdn^  rather  than  Be  dem 
'  privedt  of  if;  his  they  had  hat  all  their  Teal  and  eofrra^^  fheftfore 
.\  Cod  does  it/ttmsilf;  shonmng  Tarael  that  fhe  Wit  eJHdd  drfhtdit%eff^ 
*^  and  triumj^li  over  Bagon',  the  god  ofiht'Ph6u^eW^*and4nf^  ihe 
'  '^yiltsixnei^themaellvek  also,   '  '      * 


»#»-i  f 


•A'S 


t>  tbe  MOMttet*  took  4lqe:«^4of  God^nand  ktonglit 
H 'from  BbnMteriMlo 'Athdod,  iMr tAi|^:<if9,«*M  % 
near  the  iteai^md49hi9re^ there mm^Jfbn^ 

'  Iflto^^  lidyi»'Of  DAj^rimd  m&  bjrddngoit^  tke^Mdaomt 
%'  *^rtrverefkYJ^'Ui6\^ii^r'mii  fmi^,*i^  •ar.aktmiii  hui 


> 


-  I 


P&nedyluf  ino^  th6Vlgktiliy  thie  Mf^  ^J^gw; 


^i'  '  AiSd  ^enttk^y<df^AdHdod<arMr  Mrlr  bnf  tlir.^iiQAoNi^  be- 


'' '  ark*  oF  th<ii:itoiS'?  Atklthey  itok^'Ch^eii  md  {Hit  hinria  hit 

*    1^  $ilflfS9HniHt^bcamdi  tmgiiMe^  ttfi-agtbif  ontNagk-xare 

4  iafh^hiUfi^ie.    And  ^til  tiwf 'Mb«0-edHf  6B^tbe.  ««myw 

monung,  behoid^  Dagon  [was]  fidlen  upon  his  hxx  to  tlfe 

ground  before  the. Mci>r the iA.in^;.attd  the  head  of  Dagon 

and  both  the  tMilms  of  his  han^  [were]   cnt  off  upon  the 

t     tbratiittid  i'$M»  mAowb-  that  Me  yBaB^hrtmau^fnt^.Triolmce^fuj^  to 

I,'  yfhcjhrfhcld^ifthe  dgcryondifroken  ta jldeee$ againat ii  /  *^tM  [the 

».)S  Stvmpf  or  tilt  JUhy  parLf  of]  Pmqo,  was  left  to  him.*    Ther^ 

-'^:'  fore neitbiai;  the.  priests* of  PagQpi,,4ior  anjrt  that  come  istp  Da« 

^9  hou«^  freed  on  the  ^l|ieJ|ho^^ofDag^^ 

9ay«T  ••  '  •/       -••,'..• 

?4*  But  thehaii^  of  the  L^ai^  wa^heayj  upoi^  them  of  A'sh4o4 
V.  .  and  he  d^atfoyeci.t^ciiiyWMl  fpouole  theiiii  wit^  i^erodsi  [even] 
.•^  . Ashdod  «nd.t1p^  cc^t  thereof,  jfe  deafriyed  many  of  them  hy 
', '  p$9tHenee^,  ifnd  thote  -that  died  npty  [wre  iinoUntly  qffficted  vit% 
,9\emerpd9»  or.  ^ritvou^pUe:.  See,  ^*tdm  jbixviU.  66.    And  when 

the  men  of  Ashdod  saw  that  [it  was]  so,  they  ^otm/ottnd  ot^t.  tJUfi 
r-    <«i«#f, 'im#  they  sad,  The  ai^-of  thf  Qedof  Israel  shall  not 

aWde  wit!h  us  B  for  his  hand  is  sore  upon  us,  and  upon  Dagon 

(•  «ur  god.  .  They  unt.  therefore  andgathered  all  the  lords  of  the 

,     Pfaifisiia^s  unto  tbem,  and  saidi  What  shall  we  do  witl^^e  «rk 


*  TheoffierpvtflrtliltidoltraioriinflBMialiapef  uidthe  lowerlibaStli,  MinennBl^p 


Scirend  «irfaiiti»tit«fr«'tdlaiCiMre  wm  vbohaA  idolainong  tKc  SfcoikiMift* 
iBi^di pomU9  |WHt4a  WM  ■  irairffMCb  tt  «fa»  the  KtBtmieof  che  aadents.  By  thii  k 
gBnanJ..  ttet  ae  bra«ntet  wcr«  dvAtfarofvm  '»flff  ibe  irKbUn*  Hot  fiir  want  tf  power  lii 
Ktir  Oodto  4*]|rer  clkett,  Stt  M  •  pcubSiMtt-^  thdr  d«. 


of  tht  God  of  I«r>d  ?  And  4ie)rmK^w«dt  Lot  tlio  «i%  #f  Hi^ 

God  of  Isnol  bo  camod  tbout  unto  Gotii,  And  thof  cmtM 
w     tiM  ifk  :of  llio  Ood  of  Isvaei  iteiitt  [tlQthfcO    MeomgaUed 

«  roMie^lAiy  resolved  that  the  ark  •kmUd  he  remand  to  Goth,  the 

fiastcinftmmrdtbenttrth^m/f^umngtkefire^em 

or  that  there  vae  eamething  i^ptndve.te  the  God  qf  hrad  the^e, 
9  Aad  it  i»M  [sO)]  ^tf  after  they  had  carriod  it  aboat,  the  liandof 

the  Lord  ivas  against  (iie  city  with  a  very  great  dMtnietion :  and 

he  smote  the  men  of  the  dty,  both  small  and  great,  and  they  had 

•jomiroda  in  thdirsoevet  pasta  f  ihemtteceihnde^JliU^mei^ems 

M  -mmtif  diedt  09d  otha^  were  gmraaaei^  $^tmeemed»  TJiofefi^e  tkef 

aatotthearkofQod  toEhmv/A^flf^lctiyfi^iiMar^l.    AikI  it 

came  io  /pata,  Ja  the.ark  of  God  >caine^  to  EkM,  th«l  the  Ekron- 

'  ' .  itea  cried  qfutv  «^yiiig9>  They  have  brought  ^aboMt  the  ark  of  the 

- .  God  ofisfaeliotua^^aaiajtuaandoiir popple:  m^  ^hat  thU  teaa 

eheindnteaiioftf.  h$^^  lA^  fegr^d  4ku  ^voM^  he  4he  comeqamee. 
11  So  ^AcyA^ftfoMCAtrtoto^oiii/ they  aem  and  Inhered  U^ 

*  • '  alb^teiordtfjoMiermMlislJliea,  emi'nmdtothemr^m^  away  t]ie 
*^  aric'of  ths  Godjo^  Itaf^  and  lot  it  ge  a^a^tp  hia.^iMs  place, 
'.»    lAaanit  aioyiaia  nat^  mi*  our  people  :  fpr  tk^^  waa  adepdlf 

deatruetion  thfovghonlaH  the  ci|y\;  ,tbe  hand  of  .Go4  w^  very 
19  'heavythere.  -  And  tho  we^  tiMt  died  not  wereonutten  with  the 

*  >etaeroda  :  Md  the  ory  pf  4h^  city  went  up  to  heaven  i  there 

*  -  wteafreat^atid  earc  (am^f^f^i^iaf^  ao  gnmoue  woe  their  cal^ifuttf^ 
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'l.  \X7*E  ^^^^  "here  a'raharkable  irittaiicc  of  =  die  ftily^an4 
VV  stupidity  of  idiolatiy. ;  What  could '><»  moAf  ridiciilous 
than  the  conduct'cif  ttD^'Phtthrtifi^  in  worshipphig  a  god  that  dotAd 
not  help  himself ;  llJJ^g  t[|>;thieir  Ijands  to  him  thM  conld  not  lift 
up  bimself.  A  poor 'i^d4nde«d,4hkt  had  lost  both  hands  and  head, 
so  tha^  he  could  have  neither  power  nor  wisdom  to  help^  them  t  yet 
they  contimied  *  their  regat'd  to  Rim  j  yea^  reverenced  the  veify 
threshold  on  which  he  was  brbken.  •  Whtt  Abnsti^bus  folly  !  what 
R  lan^entable  instance  of  the  cWruption '6f  human  nelurej  thfift'men 
should  be  so  besotted  !  'Justly  might  the  pMilinist  say  concefiiing 
Idols,  they  that  make  tkem  ar&Ukeunto  them^  and  io  are  all  they  ^  that 
^t  their  trust  in  them^         .  ^        '  '  '.    .. 

2.  When  God's  hand  Is  hesfvjr  t^xin  iiHcked  nveh^  they  try  all 
methods,  but  the  right,  to  get  «d  iof  their  affiicticm.  The  Philis- 
tines suffered  greatly  under  thel  hand  of  God.  They  sent  the  dift 
from  one  place  id  another,  ai^ddhis  only  inereas^  thOir  calaHaity, 
spread  the  c^vntagiop)  and  multiplied  the  triumphs  of  the  ark. 
They  never  thought  of  retunung  ijt,  till  tbey  had  tried  every  thing 
i^Isc.  Thus  sinners  fret  and  murmur  under  their  afflictions  ;  thev 
have  recourse  to  company,  or  pleasure,  to  soottC:  (abe  principky.  ot 
-auperstitioua  praetice«  but  do  not  retnm  to-God^  Had>the- Philiatincs 
%een  led  to  worship  God, it  wotdd  hare  beiern  tiomore tfaatojcolght  havi( 
been  expected »  but  they  sent  avray  the  ark;  when  tboy  shouhl  have 


t;8A]kfl78L;y  Vli  stf 

mo^umft  Iktmi  A«AMflh»4rk  inhldhavft  bete  a  UeiMttg^  tnd 
not «  pltgue.  But  uaiwsi  nbkor  ttiBPrAniiMeft  ef  God's  boiiae)  be* 
ouaeth^  jpveljkMai^inini  tb^a^pfecthii  yKOraUp^becaiifte  it  gallt 
their  ocNDsciencev  i  they  wiUjiot  part  mlh,  tit*  WhUe  ihtof  are  ivearjr 
of  the  bi«id  that  puniaiieth  them,  they  atiU  hoLi  &stlbe  cauae  of 
thdr  puniahmisit* 

.  S.  Wersee  how  vain  it  ia  .to  oanteod  irith  God ;  .fbrthoae  wIki 
wpoae  JW  will  aooa  have  eBough  of  it ;  one  nlague  ahaU  oome 
l&er  aiM^r.  Henoe  yf€  team  ^  Beoeieky  of  mafciftg  GeA  our 
fiieadtwhooanaoeaailyfaadby  9».mmj  wi^a,h»mMe  the  ppondest 
aiiiiier|.«Dd  the  moift  poar^fid  enraay*  ^Utf^t  thaOi  iOiw  iio$eMcfik 
fn4(Mf  Go4'U  the  JL$rd. 

^b»^^^— ^^^i»<^— ■     ■  I     I  I  I    ■  I  ■■    .1  |a  <     »■    »  I         '    I      >  ■        ■  ■   ■      1  ■  I  wiM         ■■     II  ■        III  y  I    t     I     ■■  1 
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CHAP.    Vt 

iPe  haift  tin^iht  dkmimon  ^  tH  mrk/rtm-  iJke  land  if  th^. 
FhUiMtmf.i  thf  r^c^pHam  ^it  mJJk  km4  qflmud  i  ^nd  the  fiua* 
uhmentjiftkt  man  tf  BetMeme^/or  iAeir  freiwiifUu9M0  cunmtfm 

''  ^    A  ^^  ^  ^^  of  theLou  waa  in  the  country  of  the  Pbilk- 

.  JTx  tinea  aeven  months.  ^Finding  thm  U  brtwght  mo.  numy  cc« 
lajdtie$  into  the  citi/y  it  fva$  rfmoved  intoq^ld.  They  were  de* 
mroua  to  keefi  thU  trt^ihy  anumg  them^  and  hoped  the  filagut 
^vouid  ctaee.  £tit  God  viHted  them  with  another  /  a  prodigiouo 
fuantity  tj'wke  spread  aver  the  ground^  and  deatrcyed  the  corfif^ 
which  was  now  nearly  rifie  :  .then  all  joined  in  cwmdering  how 

S  thty  night  he%t  eend  it  away,  Aiid  the  Philistines  called  for  the 
priests  and  the  dtviners>  saying.  What  shall  we  do  to  the  ark  of 
the  LoRD}  to  show  ottr  reefiect  to  it^  and  to  appease  that  God  to. 
whom  it  belonge  ?  tell  us  wherewith^  with  what  presenter  yvt  shaU 

3    send  tt  to  his  place.    And  they  said^  It  ye  send  away  the  ark  of 

the  God  of  Israel,  send  it  not  empty ;  but  in  any  wise  return  him 

a  trespass  oiTerine.      TAey  had  learned  that  tretfiaee  o^ervngo 

were  used  among  the  Jewe^  and  therefore  recommended  it  ao  an 

aeknowledgmeni  that  they  had  offended  the  Chd  qf  Israel  by  bring* 

ing  fheari  out  qf  their  country  ;  then  ye  shall  be  healed^iuid 

it  shall  be  known  to  you  why  his  hscad  is  not  removed  from  you  i 

we  shall  thue  see  whether  the  plague  f;;a«  occasioned  by  detaining  the 

4  arkj  or  not.     Then  said  Uieyy  What  [shall  be]  the  trespasa 

offexing   which  we  shall   return  to  him  ?   They   answered. 

Five  golden  emerods,  aiid  five  golden  mice^  t^^ccorcKng  to]  the 

number  of  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  x  for  one  plague  [was]  on 

.  you  ally  and  on  your  lords*     This  was  a  strange  offering^whick 

they  proposed^  an  image  of  the  swellings  with  which  they  were 

$  afficted.^    Wherefore  ye  shall  make  imagea  of  ydlir  emerodsi 


.    *  ft  mmtntmmmt  mmma lieirtwu ntfadi,  to omcf«tt  tothfe* toat wch  manMUBani 

Aey  to  to  tbeir  Idols  fbr  a  cure  of  liirirdiMafet.  cany  a  iig^rt  9f  the  muibcr  aflicM  tiUMf 
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gkny  unto  die*  God  iff  Ismel,  ocAnoti^^tf  fAa  /Ae  /lAi^li^  tame 

tore  lie  'will  lighten  liis  htnd  Ikpini  off  yoo,  and  ftom  off  y€f^ 
godi^  and  ffom  off  ydor  land.  SohuiOJBci^  to  ikU  ^iffiring^  a^ 
Mhowing  too  great  reefiect  to  the  ark^  and  as  too  degrading  M  them* 

.€  oelvea  V  ^^  <iAe  ^firieate '  exhorted  ihem*  to  ii^  eayhig^  Wherefore 

then  do  ye  harden  yotir  heaftfty  as  the  Egyptians  and  iPharaoh 

.  haidened  their  hearts  ^   when  tie  had   wrought  mmderfhUy 

'    among  them,  dfci  they  not  let  the  peofde  go,  and  they  dqpart^ 

«7  ed?t  r^Qi^  thencforsf  make  »  neW  eart,  and  take  two  mflch 
kinoy  on  which  there  hath  come  no  yoke,  and  tie  tiie  Jdne  to  the 

•  cart^and  bring  their  calves  home  from  them. :  JfjA  take  the 
ark  of  the  IIord/  and  lay  9;  upon  the  cart ;  and  put  the  jewels 
of  gold  which  ye  retnm  him  [^forj  a  trespass  offering,  in  a  doffer 
by  the  side  thereof;  and  s^id  it  anniy,  that  it  may  go.  Thia 
%DaM  vxmderfid  advicey  and  one  toouid  think  could  never  have  been 
given  withoiit  a'  efieeiil  providenee  averntSng  their  mindi.     They 

-    heard  it  iMM'iiaf^ehme  to  hokinio  the  ark^  or  they  ftHere  afraid  ^ 

•f  ity  and  therrfbrv  fiat  the  offering  mi^the  side  tf  it.  -  And  see,  if  it 
goeth  up  by  the  wajr  of  his  own  coast  to  Bethshemesji,  X^^l 
he  hath  done  us  this 'great  evH  s  tiut  if  not,  then  we  shafl  know 
that  Xit  is]  not  his  hand  [th^t]  smote  us  ;  it  [was]  i  chance 

'  [that]  happened  to  us.  ffthe  khtt  draw  the  cart  vdthout  etrug* 
gHngy  'and  go  straight  forward  to  Beth^heme^  the  fret  place  in 
the  land  ofJudea  on  the  bordere,  of  the  PhiHetineey  and  do  thie  con* 
trary  io  their  natural  instinct,  having  left'  their  catuee  behind,  then 

"  God* 9  hand  hath  sndtten  iu  ;  otherwise  it  is  a  chance  that  hath  hap» 
pened*toU8. 

10  And  the  men  did  so  ;  aud  took  two  milch  kine,  and  ti^ed  them 

11  to  the  cart,  and  shut  up  their  calves  at  home  :  And  they  laid  the 
ark  of  the  Lord  upon  the  cart,  and  die  coffer  with  the  mice  of 

12  gold  and' the  imas^s  of  their  emerods.  And  the  kine  took  the 
straight  way  to  the  way  of  Bethshemesh,  [and] 'went'  along  the 
highway,  lowing  as  they  went,  and  turned  not  aside  Jto]  the 
right  hand  or  fto]  the  left  ;  and  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
went  after  them  unto  the  border  of  Bethshemesh^  Thus  they 
sent  the  Israelitee  thie  monument  of  their  shame  and  punishment^ 

13  and  of  the  triumph  qfthe  God  of  Israel  crver  them.  And  [they 
of]  Bethshemesh  [were]  Heaping  their  wheat  hanrest  in  the 
TaJley  \  and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw  the  ark,  and  re- 
joiced tp  'see  tit,]  especially  coming  in  such  a  wonderful  manner^ 

14  without  anyronductor.  And  the  dart  came  into  a  field  of  Josh- 
ua a  Bethshemite,  and  stood  there,  where  [there  was]  a  great 
stone  '4  ^^  ^^cy  cl^ve  the  wood  of  the  cart,  and  offered  the 

«    •  niey  had'Mlier f^  bnU* Oafon*  anidit  It  pnMMe  aB  ^  idols  intiie  had  wiTO 
Arown  down  and  broken. 

t  lUi  untftu  date  they^  IbmI  &Mtttral  aoqaadncuiee  wtifi  cYie  MMMy  tUhe  Mraelittt,  and 
how  wida  the  knawkdgr  of  jthonk  was  s^ttad  hf  thoae  mlraelea.  ^ 

' '  r  This  wat  probably  the  boondary  between  tjbe  laraeiteet  and  PhUiatinct ;  It  waa  a  teiTtea|» 
rj  belonging  to  tba  rrictts  Quhud  uJ.  i6.)  wbo  were  K(  Apart  to  take  care  of  the  tfk  of  God^ 
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ktoe  a  bun*  oiHna^  HMo-  tlie  lAnm.  Thty  thought  the  coiot 
and  the  cart  nsert  prf)/ur  /»  be  u$ed  on  this  extraordinart/  tcctaion^ 
m^  tmde  a  merifice  ^tht  v^hoie^  m  m  burnt  ^ffMng  to  Goe^  firob** 

\^  ^hly  gn  an  (dusr  qf  earth.  And  the  Levitet  took  down  tl^e  ark 
9f  the  LoRP»  and  the  coffer  that  {was]  wHh  il,  wherein  the  jew* 
ej&  of  gold  [were,]  and  put  [them]  on  the  great  stone  :  and  x\» 
xaen  of  Bethshemesh  offered  burnt  offerings  and  sacrificed  sac* 
nGces  the  wiie  day  unto  the  Loan.  Theyfiut  the  ark  to  rest 
%^<m  the  stonty,and  Jixuted  together  an  thefieace  offering,  as  a  to* 

16  kfn  of  their  jf^.  Aad  when  the  five  lords  of  the  Philisti&fis 
had  seen  [itj  Uiey  returned  to  Ekron  the  same  day,  andrcfiort* 
ed  vUuU  ihey.  had  seen*  Probably  thdr  fiiague  vms  stayed,  bu^ 
they,  were  not  refirmed  ;  they  thought  Jehovah  vfos  greater  thtoi 

{Jt  their  gods^  but  vorshifi/ied  them  sttiL  And  these  [are]  the  gold- 
eo  ^raerods  which  the  Philistines  returned  [for]  a  trespass  offer- 
iug  unto  the  Lo&n  ;  for  Ashdod  one^  for  Gaza  one,  for  Askeloft 

Ul  aoe»  for  Gaih  anci  for  Ekion  one  >  And  the  golden  mice}  [a«^ 
cordiog  to]  the  number  of  al)  the  cities  of  the  Phiiistiikes  [b«» 
longing]  to  the  five  lordS)  [both]  of  fenced  cities»  and  of  countsf 
-villages,  even  \int6  the  great  [stone  of]  AbeU  wkei^eon  they  set 
down  the  ark  <xf  the  Loan  :  [wh^ch  stone  retnaineth],  uuto  this 
d^y  in  the  field  of  Joshua  the  Bethahemite.* 

19  ..  And  he  smote  the  men  of  Betbshemeab,  because  they  had 
looked  into  the  ark  of  the  LoBC^t  even  ke.  soaette:  c^  tha  peopls 
fifty  thousand  and  threescore  and  ten  men  4  and  tlM  peo^  la^ 
naented)  because  the  Loan  had  smitten  [many]  of  the  peoplo 

30  with  a  great  slaughter.  And  the  men  of  JBethsbemesh^tOcA-^zosp^ 
edging  their  rashness^  saidi  Who  is  able  to  stand  before  this  holy 
Lord  Gob,  and  to  whom,  shall  be  go  up  from  us  ?  We  are  noi 
worthy,  qf  his  presence^  and  all  peofUe  vdll  fear  tf>  have  the  ark 

ill  among  them.  And  they  sent  messengers  tatheinhabLu^tsof 
Kirjathjearim,  saying.  The  Philistines  have  brought  again  th» 
ark  of  the  Loan' ;  come  ye  down^  [and]  fetch  it  up  to  you ;  they^ 
said  nothing  qf  the  miraciUous  manner  in  which  it  came^  nor  tk§k 
.  destruction  qf  their  townsmen^  but  tfeemed  to  wisfi  it  gpne  that  thp^ 
might  bfsqfe^ 

•  The  tretpsM  oScriast  went  ■ee«adfai|  to  tlifrittiiB&er  oftTieir  eides,  and  each  c'ontrflnited 
to  firnUh  them.    HMTtrtcne  reiuiaad  mnm  thUbook  was  tpriucn,  as  a  fDemorial  of  thia  grcac 


i>  The  ark  waabeld  in  iptcat  veneration;  eventihehighpriett  wastoieeUbatonceayear* 
wid  then  tikroogh  a  cloud  of  iocense ;  m  tl^MmoD  vfnfbtednot  only  to  RaaeoiMA  it,  but  tt>  look 
into  it ;  either  to  tee  whetlier  any  ihiAg  was  taken  oor,  or  to  view  th«  t^lea  written  with 
God'i  hand,  or  tonic  other  aacrcdmonumeati.  The  priosttahooldhanre  known  better,  and  tfaejr 
w:ere  le^erply  ponithcd. 

t  Thia  tramtailoa  is  very  aitlikely,  for  it  was  but  a-vHlace*  and  many  were  left  to  lapient 
it*  I  wwaiihiiil  It  fllM»kl>l>«  rendared,  9u  sUmt  fifty  fotoja  thMsundt  betOK  fonrtoen  hujid#a4 
if  all  who  indniged  this  ciurioaity*  God  was  to  mercifolas  to  flay  oiJy  a  twtataethpart,  or  aev' 

Sry  one  eClburteen  handrtd.  It  was  an  ancient  cnstooi,  wnrn  great  numbers  were  capitaMy 
ivicted.  to  decimate  them,  or  take  every  tenth ;  but  God  took  only  Kvay  twenUdth.  Dr* 
Kitmicrtt  obitrve»»  that  tlie  «rl|liial  Mmber  bt^tm  mtn  htm  destroyed,  for  looking  into  thft 
ark .  was  not  fifty  UtouaaQd  abd  seventy,  but  ooty  scvaoty '-  agreeable  to  the  Uabaear  MS.  Ms. 
»  coniiipw)  by  tUuMtbj  of  yntf *»fc 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1 .   *nr^  H  E  executidn  of  divine  vengeance  upem  sinfieiv  AtiM  b^ 

X  recoDected  by  lis,  to  prevent  our  rebelling  agdinsi  God.  * 
The  wisest  part  of  the'Phili!{tines'  conduct,  is  their  arguing  from 
the  plagues  brought  on  Pharaoh.  This  story,  with  many  others  in 
the  Ubic,  are  recorded  Jbr  otcr  inatruttion,  God^s  judgments  on 
impchitent  sinners  werfe  intended  that  t^e  might  ^«zr,  and/ear^  and 
do  no  more  wickedly.  Let  Us  endeavoixr  to  learh  by  Othet  mto  s  ex* 
|>erience,  for  this  is  the  cheapest  and  best  kind  bf.knowledge. 
'  2.  Thoiigh  the  enemies  of  God's  church  triumph  fbr  a  wfiile,  he 
will  at  length  brerrule  all  its  afiairs  for  his  own  glory.  The  ark 
t^as  in  disgnice  a  long  time,  but  here  we  see  it  came  batk  rh  tri- 
tiniph,  accompanied  with  lasting  monuinents  of  the  Philistines^  dis* 
grace,  and  the  glory  of  the  God  of  Israel.  The  clmtx:h  bfteh  chines 
brightest  after  it  has  been  under  a  clotid.  God  ddn  tauae  the  ^tfrath 
9fman  to  prtdne  him^  and  the  remainder  of  that  wrath  he  vinll  tMrahr, 
This  should  encourage  us  when  we  have  the  darkest  prospects  of 
aifttiv^,  for  he  can  easily  ovefrtile  the  schemes  of  his  enetoie^  for 
the  honour  and  sectiritt  of  his  catise. 

B*  The  retturn  of  God's  ark  add  ordinances,  will  be  matter  of 
true  joy  to  every  true  Israelite.  It  was  so  to  the  men  of  Befhshcr 
mesh  ;  they  left  their  harvest  that  they  might  pay  their  fespect 
to  this  symbol  of  the  divine  presence.  The  ark  was  as  glorious  on 
a  stone  in  the  field,  as  in  Solonton's  temple.  May  we  learn  to  val* 
nt  the  tneans  of  grace,  and  the  tokeni  df  divide  &vour,  and^e 
giortf  to  Godj  who  continties  them  to  us. 

4^  Let  ns  learn  to  guard  against  a  pfresumptiious  curiosity  ;  it 
eoSt  the  nteri  6f  Bethshehlesh  very  deat.  Let  us  hot  f)e  desirous  of 
knowing  what  God  has  thought  proper  to  conceal,  and  be  sensible 
that  he  has  the'  Wisest  ends  in  so  doing.  Let  us  hot  intfude  into 
things  that  are  hot  seen,  remembering,  that  eecret  tMng9  behmg 
$o  the  Lord.  Our  rdle  of  duty  is  plain  ahd  clea^.  God  is  jealous 
df  his  honour  and  the  dighi^  of  his  institutions  ;  tod  therefore  it 
becomes  us  to  pay  the  greatest  veneitition  to  t'fctf  thing  which  be- 
longs to  him  ;  and  to  oerve  AnsT  always  with  revtrertce  andffodlg 
fear  i  fir  our  God  ia  a  coruundngfire* 

CHAP.    VIL 

We  have  here  an  account  tfihe  settlement  and  continuance  of  (he  ark 
^  at  Kirjathjearim  ;  the  re/brmation  qfthefieofiie  ;  their  deliverance 

fivm  the  Philietinea  $  and  eomejurther  good  services  which  Samuel 

did/or  Israel, 

1 '   AND  the  men  of  Kirjathjearim  received  the  message  thai 

JLjL  «^<  related  in  the  last  chafitegr,  and  cheer/uUy  and  witMui 

fear  cjunty  and  fetched  up  the  ark  of  the  Loan,  and  brought  ^ 
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into  the  hoosc  of  Abinad$|>  in  the  hill,*  and  sanctified,  or  tt 
itftarty  Elea^f  bis  flon  to  keep  the  ^k  of  the  Loan  ;  no/  to  tffer 
mner^f^fbr  there  woe  no  aitpr  dr  tabtmaHe  herey  that  vm9  a$ 
Skiioh  s  But  to  tuke  eare  t^f  it  and  guard  it^  and  attend  any  pUmo 
9  IfraeUteo  vfho  came  to  fiay  their  devotion  there.    And  it  came  to 

C»,  while  the  arkabode  in  Kirjathjearim,  that  the  time  was 
g  ;  fiyr  it  was  twenty  years  :  and  all  tbe  bouse  of  Israel  ln- 
nented  after  the  LoaB.  It  wae  there  in  the  whole  abtnit  forty 
tfir  yeare^  but  it  waa  twenty  yeare  before  the  laraelitea  took  muck 
notice  of  it.  And  then^  being  cfipreased  by  the  Phi&etineBj  and 
turned  out  ef  their  citie$y  they  began  to  kanent  their  afiQ$t(icyJrom 
Godf  fde  etBaencefrom  them^  and  to  entreat  hia  return^ 

3  And  Samuel  spake  nnto  all  the  house  of  Israel,  saying.  If  ye 
do  retnrii  unto  the  Loan  with  aU  your  hearts,  [then]  put  away 
the  stra^ige  gods  and  Ashtaxxyth  from  among  you>  and  prepaie 
your  hearts  unto  the  Loan,  and  serve  him  only  :  and  he  will 
deliver  you  out  of  the  band  of  the  Philistines.  M  doubt  SamuH 
had  often  advised  them  to  do  thit  btfore^  in  a  more  private  manner  ^ 
hut  now,  when  bejbund  aomegoodintftrenicna  on  their  ndnde^  he  coil' 
ed  them  together  to  atrike  in  with  them^  to  exfiUan  to  them  the  nature 
ofrefientanee^  and  the  condition  qf  their  receiving  divine  mercy  $ 
they  muetfiut  away  from  their  haweea  and  their  hearte  all  etrange 
goda  and  goddeaeesy  and  prepare  themaeivea  by  aerioua  conaiderm^ 
tion  and  firm  reaoiutionsy  and  then  they  may  depend  an  aucceae^ 

4  Then  the  children  of  Israel  did  put  away  Baalim  and  Ashtarcvtht 
and  served  the  Lord  only  ;  there  waa  a  general  reformation  in 
the  worahtp  if  God  ;  they  destroyed  their  imagea  and  altaraj  and 

5  aerved  Jehovah  only.  And  Samuel  sud,  Gather  all  Israel  t<^ 
Mtzpeh,  and  I  will  pray  fer  you  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  mayac*^ 
eefit  your  repentance,  strengthen  your  reaohitionSy  and  give  you 
deOverancefirom  your  enendea.    He  thought  public  prayer  most 

6  honourabk  to  God,  and  most  useful  to  them.  And  they  ^athera4 
together  to  Mizpeh,  and  drew  water,  and  poured  [it]  out  bejbre 
the  Loan,  to  denote  thdr  grirf  and  deep  repentance^  and  that  if 
their  heads  were  waters,  and  their  eyesfbuntoins  ff  tears,  aU  would 
be  too  little  to  mourn  far  their  aggravated  guUt  ;  and  they  UmA 
on  that  day,  and  said  there,  ^t  have  simied  against  the  Lord. 
And  Samuel  judged  the  children  of  Israel  in  Mizpeh  ;  took  ufion 
him  the  office  of  a  judge  from  this  timefbrward;  to  determine  diff^» 
snces,  instruct  them  in  the  law  qfGod,  and  punish  notorious  idolafry* 

7  And  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  the  children  of  Israel 
were  gathered  together  to  Mizpeh,  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
went  up  against  Israel ;  suspecting  that  they  werefbrndng  some 
scheme  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  they  intended  to  come  and  surprise 
them.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  heard  [it,]  they  were 
afraid  of  the  Philistines,  because  they  were  unarmed  and  unpre* 
paredf  though  they  mere,  never  better  prepared  than  wheufasti^ig 


\ 
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t  and  praying.  And  Ihe  ckUdren  oCIaml  said  Itt  Sittmel,  Cease 
no]t  to  cry  unto  tke  Losd  our  God  lor  us,  Hiat  hA  will  lave  u» 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  ;  heing  qfrmd  ismd  mhotn^  to 
\ray  themselves  tkey  desire  Samuel  /o  continue  hU  finsyerai  Jbt 
^heitij  that  God  would  save  them  according  to  his  encoumgemtriK 

9  And  Samuel  took  a  sucking  lamb,  and  xaiffeted  [}i  for]  a  burnt 
offering  wholly  unto  the  Lord  :*  and  Samuel  critd  uote  the 
liORD  for  Israel,  and  the  Lord  heard  him  ^bUe prayings  and 

10  ansvfered  even  hefofre  the  lamb  was  consumed.  And  as  Samuel 
was  offering  up  the  burnt  offering,  the  Phifistines  drew  near 
to  battle  against  Israel :  but  the  Lord  thundered  with  a  great 
thnnder  on  that  day  upon  the  Philistines^  and  discomfited  them ; 

11  and  they  were  smitten  before  Israel.f  And  the  menolflsr^I 
vent  out  of  Mizpeh,  and  pursued  the  Philistines,  and,  taking  ufi 
the  arms  which  the  J'hiliitines  threw  awaif  ^  their  JUgkty  smote 
them,  until  [they  came]  under  Bethcar,  a  strong  garriton.  Thus 
3amutl*s  ftrophecy  qf  their  success  vfon  their  rcftentanccy  wasfuU 

1 9  ^led.  Conrfutre  Eeclus.  sdvi.  16,  17.  Then  Samvel  took  a  slone, 
and  set  [it]  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen  ;  Ar  stt  it  aft  a^  a  fnrmo«» 
rial  qfthis  victory ^  gained  in  tke  same  piace  whsre  they  had  been 
Vang^uished  by  the  JrhiHattnes^  and  the  ark  taken  from  thenty  and 
called  the'^name  of  it  Ebenezer,  that  m,  the  stone  ^  helfi^  saying, 
Hitherto  hath  Ihe  Lord  helped  ua;  exfiresslng  thankjulness 
forfiast  deliverances^  and  hope  that  he  would  go  on  and  complete  it^ 

18  So  the  Philistines  were  subdued,  and  they  came  no  more  irv^q 
the  coast  of  Israel :  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against  the 
Philistines  all  the  days  of  Samuel.  They  did  not  return  while 
Samuel  was  Judge  alone  ;  but  in  3aut*s  time  they  ritvmed  again, 

14  And  the  aties  which  the  Philistbes  had  tsken  irom  Israel  were 
restored  to  Israel)  from  Ekron  even  unto  Gath  ;  and  the  coasta 

'thereof  did  Israel  deUver  out  of  the  hands  of  Philistines  ;  they 
recovered  their  rights  and  eitiesf  except  a  few  strotig  holds  where 
the  PhiUstines  kept  garrisons.,  And  there  was  peace  between 
Israel  and  the  Amorites  \  the  other  habitants  of  Canaan  durst 
not  stir  against  them  when  the  PhiUstines  were  subdued, 

15  And  &tmuel  judged  Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life,  partly  tdoncf 

16  and  partly  with  Saul.  And  he  went  from  year  to  year  in  cir-% 
cuit  to  Bethel,  and  Gilgal*  V^  Miaspeh,  and  judged  Israel  in  alt 
those  places,  making  up  differences^  teaching  the  kao^  and  punish -^ 

IT  ing  cffenders.  And  his  return  [was]  to  Ramali  ;  for  t^ere 
[was]  his  house  ;  and  there  he  judged  Israel ;;  and  there  he 
built  an  aJtar  unto  the  Lord.  God  having  not  yet  declared! 
where  the  ark  should  be  Jtvedf  wken .  ihe  people  came  to  consvt^^ 
^^ou$  important  affairs  and  seek  dhrsctions  it  was  proper  to  do  it  by 
aacriyUesy  as  v.  d.  thsts  religion  ttntt  the  worship  if  God  wer& 

MU/ffMrtedm 

■• 

*  ThoQgh  Samuel  wm  DOt  a  ptlsst,  yet*  being  a  prophit,  Ukit  wat  allftwableilpofi  nA  fta 
cakpUN-dioary  occMion. 

t  According  to  Hannab^fyrophecy.  there  was  thander,|ti4Mil«M»;t  aii&Jttephna  tax% 
m  dBib)«ske«  ao  tiat  tbcy  Bed  ymk  great  ^rectpitatiea.  7 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TTk  %liappy  thiiig  to  tee  those  wbobave  tpostaiiaed  froqi 

X  Codf  and  been  indifierent  to  him  and  religion^  begin  to  be 
torrj  for  their  ainsf  and  to  reiam  to  him.  Israel  had  lost  the  ark 
many  months  ;  when  it  returned,  it  laf  in  obscurity  on  the  borders 
of  the  Philistines  ;  only  a  few  ventured  to  pay  their  respects  to  it ; 
hot  tt  length  a  natioDsl  reformation  took  place  ;  and  they  begKn  wkli 
lamenting  their  foUy,  and  inquiring  how  they  must  return  unto  th^ 
Lord.  An  happy  time  indeed  was  this  to  Israel  1  And  nothing  can 
he  more  agreeable  to  a  pio«s  aaind,  than  to  see  those  who  have  for-/ 
gotten  God)  and  liyed  without  him,  been  insensible  of  his  presentet 
and  unconcerned  about  his  glory  and  fiivour,  beginning  with  gilef 
and  concern  to  inquire  after,  himt  and  to  be  uneasy  tillfhey  have  re« 
covered  his  favtmr.  Would  tQ  God  this  were  more  frequeody  seen 
in  our  days  !  and  that  one  ar^  oiolher  were  oMnf  lAr  iwy  to  Zknj 
«rM  their Jkcf  thttkertfufd  ! 

d.  If  we  desire  to  be  sfipreved  of  God,  aad  to  obtain  his  fevour, 
Mr  Ttpentencemust  be  rinoeoe  and  genuine  ;  we  must  prepare  otar 
keartS}  by  dose  refieeikm  on  fMt  post  conduct  We  must  think 
•o  our  former  w«ys  ;  turn  firom  every  m  ;  psorticolarly  ftom.that 
whkh  m99t  mMf  denr^  k*.  We  meat  dismiss  every  idol  that  haa 
twined  stent  our  hearts^  M  man  can  4€rve  twQ  vm»ten.  We 
mast  not  titrate  any  known  sin,  but  renoonce  every  one.  With^ 
eat  this  we  skiril  only-  ailhint  God^  injure  onnelvea}  and  maiEe  our 
ewwiemnatimt  the  more  amiswiiiiitl  ^ 

3.  National  deliverances  ought  solemnly  to  be  cemmcmerated| 
sndthe  giory of  theto given te God.  SemQel^sniaing these stoniSf 
enggctts  to  OS)  dkat  care  should  be  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem' 
brspsce  of  signal  appearances  of  Providenee  in  oor  fovour ;  and 
thoiq^  God  does  not  answer  by  thunder  and  lightning,  or  in  any 
estraordinary  wey  baflle  oor  enemie%  still  it  ia  medo»g  ;  and  we 
aliQuld  celebrate  his  praises,  and  be  caieftd  to  lemiember  Mk  worksy 
en  a  motive  to  serve  him  fahhfoHy,  and  unpvove  the  prii^geeand 
khisslim  which  he  eontinwes  to  us. 

4*  £u>w  happy  was  Israel  under  the  government  of  sudi  a  pk>u8« 
ncUve,  generooa  man,  as  Samuel  was,  who  admkiiatered  j^Mtfee  so 
Uthlbly ;  who  todk  so  moeh  pains  to  travel  thvoogk  the  land  of 
Israel,  to  promote  righteousness  and  peace  %  and  whokqvt  up  the 
pubHc  exercises  of  religion*  We  shwld  esteem  it  en  happinesii 
that  tve  kve  under  a  good  Mremnseot ;  chat  we  have  judges  wio 
go  tbeir  several  circuita  to  judge  eer  larad  ;  and  that  we  ham  the 
means  of  refigion  cootittued  ameog  no.  Those  eve  great  nsemest 
and  God  should  be  aolawiwkdged  as  the  author  ef  them.  We 
ahoidd  earnestly  pray  for  judgee  and  magisiratea,  that  they,  Ifto 
Sanrael,  may  be  able  ]ne%  men  of  imA^fiaiHv^  God,  and  Mainfi 
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CHAP.  vin. 

nc  ItraeUteij  on  aceowa  of  the  ill  government  tf  Safimel's.  $ion^ 
fietitiou  to  have  a  king  :   God  iUrecf  Samuel  how  to  act  ^  he 
faithfidly  telle  the  people  what  they  muMt  expect  from  one  ;  but  they 
cdstinatefy  pernet  in  their  determination, 

1  A  N  D  it  came  to  pass,  when  Samuel  was  o]d>  that  he 
JTjL  madeliis  sons  judges  over  Israel ;  he  /bund  the  labour 
of  going  the  cireuite  vkzs  too  great ^  therefore  he  appointed  hief  eon$ 
to  be  his  deputitBy  and  fixed  them  in  the  eouihem  parte  <if  the  land^ 

3  Now  the  name  of  hb  firstborni  was  Joel ;  and  the  name  of  his 

3  seconds  Abiah.:  [they  were]  judges  in  Beersbeba.  And  his 
SODS  walked  not  in  his  ways,  but  turned  adde  after  lucre,  and 
took  bribes,  and  perverted  judgment!  they  beheeved  vnekedlpf 

4  throMgh  corpetoueneoo  and  the  lave  qfnuoney.  Then  all  the  ciders 
of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together,  and  came  to  Samuel 
unto  Ramahi  to  remonetrate  in  a  reepectful  manner  eoneeming 

$  their  grievaneeof  And  said  unto  himi  BehokL)  tiiou  ait  old*  and 
thy  sons  walk  not  in  thy  wa3rs  :  now  make  us  a  king  to  ju(h;e 
lis  like  all  the  nations.  Thie  woe  a  veryjbo&sh  conelueion  /  fit 
though  Samuel  woe  oldj  he  wae  om  fit  to  eounoei  and  govern  ao 
ever  J  and  had  he  knovm  hie  eone  did  illf  he  would  no  doubt  heme 
ehoeen  othere  in  their  place.  But  the  chief  reaeon  wtu  pride  g  a 
poor  prophet  in  a  mantle  woe  too  meanjor  them  ;  they  wantedmore 
pomp  and  magnificence^  offieere^  and  a  guards  and  to  mctke  afigura 
among  the  naiione. 

%  But  the  thing  displeased  Samuel,  when  tiiey  aaidy  Give  us  a 
king  to  judge  us,  o«  f/  vms  ungrateful  to  him^  qfter  all  the  dcHv* 
eranceo  they  had  received  through  hie  meane.  And  Samuel  prayed 

7  unto  the  Loan  finr  direction  what  to  do  in  thio  caee^  Aiid  the 
Loan  said  unto  Samuel»  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  people 
in  all  that  they  say  unto  thee  :  for  they  have  not  r^ected  theci 
but  they  l^ave  rejected  me>  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them, 
Samuel  fMt  diepleaeedj  but  God  told  him  that  He  had  more  reaeon 
iobe  eoj  finr  they  had  infitct  rejected  him  ae  Okeir  king  ;  He  had 
meted  ae  ouch  in  times  pasty  making  their  lawsy  choosing  their  gov^* 
emorsf  directing  in  all  difficult  caseSf  making  war  and  peace^  and 
thus  ordering  all  those  things^  which  in  other  states  were  Iffi  to 
their  king,     Thm  ii  appears  that  their  government  was  a  theoc* 

t  riecy.  According  to  all  the  works  which  they  have  done  since  the 
day  that  I  have  brought  them  out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  dayt 
wherewith  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods,  so  do 
they  also  unto  thee^  it  is  their  old  way  j  they  have  chosen  other 

9  gocU  to  worship^  no  wonder  they  now  want  another  ruler.  Now 
therefore  hearken  outo.their  voices  let  them  have  their  own  way^ 
and  a  kijig  like  the  nations  about  them  :  howbeiti  yet  protest 
solemnly  unto  themi  and  show  them  the  manner  of  the  king 

.  fhat  shall  reign  aver  theoi)  vfhat  dijktdtic9  mtd  ibvery  (hey  nm^ 
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h^  bfmtghiinio  s  that  they  miy  he  vntkout  exen9€ymdhg9en»on/^ 
t0  diame  hm  thenuetve;* 

10  And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Load  unto  the  people 

11  that  asked  of  him  a  king.  And  he  said)  Tins  will  be  theman« 
ner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  you  :  he  will  take  your 
SOUS)  and  appoint  [them]  for  himself^  for  his  chariots,  and  [to 
be]  bia  horsemen  ;  and  [some]  shall  nm  before  his  chariots  ; 
they  ehwld  not  he  treated  Hkejreehom  euhjectSj  hut  he  made  guarda 
tmdjwtmeriy  to  look  qfter  his  horeesy  and  run  btfore  his  chariots, 

12  And  he  will  appoint  him  captains  over  thousands,  and  captains 
over  fifties  ;  and  [will  set  them]  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to  reap 
his  harvest,  and  to  ma^e  his  instruments  of  war,  and  instru* 
xnents  of  his  chariots.  He  will  have  military  officers  higher  and 
lowery  and  will  set  them  to  plough  and  reap,  his  com  when  they 
should  be  in  their  own  Jteldsy  and  set  them  all  to  hard  labour  qf 

\^  one  kind  or  another.  And  he  will  take  your  daughters  [to  be] 
con&ctionaries,  and  [to  be^  cooks,  and  [to  be]  bakers  ;  employ 
them  in  servile  work  without  any  wagesyor  only  such  as  he  pleases^ 
and  in  places  where  they  will  'be  likely  to  be  ensnared  and  cor^- 

14  rupted.  And  he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and 
your  oliveyards,  [even]  the  best  [of  them,J  and  give  [them]  to 
his  servants  ;  take  your  estates  by  forces  and  grife  them  to  his 

15  hungry  courtiers  and  favourites.  And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of 
your  seed>  and  of  your  vineyards,  and  give  it  aa  a  salary  to  his 
officers  and  to  his  servants.     This  was  a  heavy  burdeiiy  as  a  tenth 

16  tdso  was  given  by  the^  law  qf  God  to  the  Levites.  And  he  will, 
take  your  m^n  servants  and  your  maid  servants,  and  your  good* 
liest  young  men,  and  your  asses,  and  put  [them]  to  his  work»^ 
whatever  becomes  of  your  otwi,  and  however  that  is  neglected^ 

17  He  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  sheep  ;  and  ye  shall  be  his  ser- 
Vants  ;  you  shall  lose  the  Hberty  and  Jtrivilege  (^  freebom  Israisl' 
iteSf  tmd  live  in  a  servile  and  slavish  conation.  Jts  they  would  be 
Oke  the  nations  in  grandeur y  so  they  should  be  like  them  in  misery  g 
and  all  this  wasJiilfiUedy  Jbr  they  had  many  bad^  kings  in  Judah^ 

18  tmd  not  one  good  one  in  IsraeL  And  ye  shall  cry  out  in  that  da^. 
be<!ause  of  your  king  which'  ye  sliall  have  chosen  you  ;  and  the 
Loaj)  will  not  hear  you  in  that  day,  but  justly  leave  you  wider 
the  heavy  yoke  ye  have  chosen  Jor  yourselves, 

19  ^Nevertheless,  the  people  refused  to  obey  the  voice  of  Samuel ;' 
apd  they  said.  Nay  ;  but  we  will  have  a  king  over  us  ;  they 
tared  not  how  Samuel  himself,  resented  it ;  they  would  have  a 

so  kingy  be  the  consequence  what  it  would.  That  we  also  may  be 
Ukft  all,  the  nations  ;  and  that  our  king  may  Judge  us,  and 
go  out  before  us,  and  fight  bur  battlesi  (Sfod  had  fought  thefr 
Sottas  under  Samuel  and  the  former  Judges^  and  always  with 

31  success  i  but  now  they  cast  ojf  God  *s  care.  And  Samuel  heard 
all  the  words  of  the  people,  and  he.  rehearsed  them  In  the  ears 
of  the  t«oao.     The  Lord  knew  all  this  j  but  Samuel  did  it  Jbr 

< 

*  They  had  not  tens^  enoinfi  to  ailc  Air  a  wite  and  isood  fcinK.  bat  one  tiki  tht  mtkiu  nkoot' 
WWtaliaiMBvnrpriiiecti  gH4ta(B]kawtth«r«UfiaidMrt. 
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tS  Mf  mm  nrimMeaihny  and  at  a  JhuudaHcn  for  kU  ftra^fva*  And 
the  Lo&D  said  to  Samiiel,  Hearken  tuiio  tfcdr  vcMce,  and  make 
tkem  a  kiRg.  And  Samuel  and  uto  the  men  of  Israel,  Go 
3re  every  man  unto  his  citf,  God  wHlgrae  ycu  a  Hmg^  in  hU  otm 
Mitm^  Indeed  it  aftfstar$Jrom  tke  hw  ofMbae^  that  God  iftiended 
to  give  ihem^i  king^  and  had  they  fMdteda^teh  ianger  they  would 
haae  had  a  gtad  ant  ;  hut  now  he  Irft  them  to  their  o«Pvt  hearts* 
iaetsy  and  they  sugltred  m^jfiaently  far  it.    See  Jf&aea  xlii.  10^  1 1. 

REFtECTIOKS- 

I.  T  E  T  us  reflect,  with  sArov,  on  the  deg^eracy  pf  the  chil* 
J^j  dren  of  good  {uid  usefulmao.  Samuel  had  been  emplqyed 
'  to  deliver  a  threatening  message  to  Eli,  a^d  had  fe^pth^  calamities 
^  hi^  fietmily  ;  and  we  might  conclude  from  heixce)  a9  well  iks.  from  tti# 
tepipeir  he  expresses,  that  he  took  good  care  in  the  educfition  of  his 
own  children.  He  nb  doubt  prayed  with  them  and  for  them>  and  set 
them  a  good  example  ;  but  they  did  not  follpw  it,  they  £;)trsoQk.the 
good  way  ;  power  and  authority  spculed  them.  Being  too  soon  their 
own  master^}  and  having  the  oversight  of  others,  corrupted  tjieir  mor- 
als. Instances  of  this  melancholy  nature  we  often  see  or  hear  of. 
Samuei^s  sons  perhaps  behaved  wellt  or  else  they  had  never  been 
made  judges.  Thus,  many  children,  who  begin  well,  and  who  prom- 
ise fair^  when  they  get  abroad  from  under  the  ^yes  of  their  parents, 
become  vicious,  and  the  compam<m$  qffooU.  Prefennent  and  powc^ 
l^ave  spoiled  multitudes,  lyho  in  inferior  stations  migbt  b^ve  kept 
ttieir  integrity.  Parents  shauld  learn  from  hence,  to  k<?pp  a  watch* 
ful  eye  over  their  children  ;  especially  in  that  dangerous  time  of 
li^,  when  they  are  setting  out  in  the  world.  They  should  pot  en*, 
tertain  too  sanguine  hopes  of  them  ;  but  follow  them  vith  Uieir 
instructions  and  prayers  wherever  they  go. 

3.  Let  not  good  magistrates  and  ministers  wonder  that  thejr  are 
treated  ill,  or  even  rejected  and  affronted  ;  sinpe  Qod  himseUT  often 
19  so.  God  tells  Samuel  he  must  not  think  it  stranj^  and  hard  that 
be  wa»  rejected,  for  Jehovah  himself  was  so ;  4ii%wii$  a  rea^n 
why  he  should  bear  such  ingratitude  and  obstinacy  patiently.  God 
bears  wonderfully  with  such  provocations,  therefore  ve  can  have  no 
reason  to  compbin.  Rather  let  us  comnUt  our  cause  to  him^  vrho  (as^ 
i^pears  from  the  instance  before  us)  interests  himself  in  the  indig- 
lyition  offered  to  bis  servants  and  prophets  ;  and  will  repay  their 
labours  of  love,  though  men  should  reject  them  ever  so  mucb»  ai>4 
treat  them  ever  so  ill. 

'  3.  God  desires  not  the  misery  pf  Us  creatures^  but  would  have 
them  to  be  comfortable  and  happy.  He  was  willing  to  let  this  peo« 
pie  know  the  power  of  a  king,  before  he  would  change  their  forni. 
of  government.  Thus  he  deals  with  sinners ;  before  he  gives 
them  up  to  their  own  hearts'  lusts,  he  gives  them  fair  warning  what 
will  be  the  issue  of  their  desires  and  pursuits  ;  ttets  Ufe  and  death 
k^fiirc  them  ;  .lets  them  know  the  worst ;  so  that  if  sinnc^^  perish, 
they  have  none  to  blame  but  thennehes«    This  deserves  thaid[fidif' 
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to  be  owned,  as  an  instanco  of  divine  oomptsuon  and  mercy  ;*'and 
it  should  deter  sinners  from  pursuing  evil  ways^  and  lead  them  to 
repentance. 

4.  See  the  great  misery  of  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical'  govern- 
ment. We  have  reason  to  be  thankful  thst  ours  is  not  such.  This 
is  the  way  of  heathen  kings ;  this  is  the  way  of  some  who  are  c^led 
chrisUan  kings  ;  they  invade  the  liberty  and  property  of  their  sub- 
jects, and  make  sport  with  their  lives.  What  a  wretched  land  must 
such  an  one  be  !  Let  us  bless  God  for  our  liberty  and  safety  ;  that 
our  properties  are  secure ;  that  our  children  are  not  torn  from  us 
by  violence ;  that  we  can  eat  of  the  labour  of  our  hands,  none  making 
us  afraid.  This  is  owing  to  the  care  and  goodness  of  God  to  us. 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  our  freedom  as  Britons  ;  for  our  good  con- 
stitution ;  for  wise  and  righteous  princes.  The  Unen  arc  fallen  to  U9 
in  fileaaant  filacesy  and  v^e  haoc  a  goodly  heritage, 

5.  See  the  great  folly  of  an  obstinate,  untractable  spirit.  They 
would  have  a  king  at  all  adventures,  though  they  knew  what  sort  of 
a  one  he  would  be ;  they  would  indulge  their  pride  at  the  expense 
of  their  liberty.  Strange  infatuation  and  stupidity  !  They  knew 
not  when  they  were  well ;  were  not  sensible  of  their  happiness ;; 
and  forgot  all  the  miracles  that  had  been  wrought  for  ^em.  They 
would  have  a  king,  with  all  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  an  eastern 
monarchy  im^ining  this  would  be  a  greater  honour  to  them  than  a 
theocracy.  This  is  the  case  with  sinners,  they  mU  not  hccue  thi^ 
man  to  reign  aver  them.  They  choose  the  world  and  the  flesh  for 
their  sovereigns,  though  they  are  hard  masters  ;  their  government 
is  terrible,  ai3  their  wages  is  death.  They  choose  without  thought 
and  reflection,  and,  as  iu  the  instance  before  us,  their  sudden  resohresy 
and  hasty  conclusions  make  work  for  long  and  bitter  repentance. 
Let  not  wn  reign  in  our  mortal  bodies^  that  ve  ahotdd  obey  it  in  the  luat 
tkereof, 

6.  How  foofish  and  miserable  must  they  be,  who  imitate  bad  ex- 
amples because  they  are  numerous !  The  Israelites  would  have  a 
Idng  like  other  nations  s  they  would  not  be  singular,  and  difler 
from  them,  though  their  singularity  was  their  glory.  Thus  men 
foUow  a  mvdtitude  to  do  evil ;  though  there  is  no  readier  way  to  sin 
smd  ruin,  than  doing  ao,  and  choosing  that  which  is  the  way  of  the 
world.  Those  that  share  ki  their  sins,  must  share  in  their  plagues. 
May  we  guard  against  a  disposition  so  &tal,  and  yet  so  common. 
Let  us  dare  to  be  singularly  ];mous,  and  steady  in  our  adherence  to 
God,  thontgh  all  men  thouldfirsake  Min,  Let  this  be  the  determin- 
ate resolution  of  each  of  us,  ^  Let  others  do  what  they  will)  09  for 
me  and  my  hou»e^  we  foiU  serve  the  Lord,* 
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GHAP.    IX. 

fFe  are  now  enterinff  on  the  history  of  Saui,     We  have  in  tbii  ehafi'^ 
ter  an  ateount  qf  hit  fondly  /  the  circttnutanceB  that  brought  him 
t6  Samuel ;  of  what  /uuted  between  them  ^  and  Samuel't  intima^ 
turn  of  the  divine  wiU  to  Saul^ 

I  TOT  O  W  there  wa»  »  man  of  fienjanun*  urbose  name  [was J 
XN    Kish)  the  son  of*  Abiel,  the  son  of  Zerory  the  son  of 
fiiechoratlu  the  aon  of  Aphiah,  a  6enjami(e,  a  mighty  man  of^ 
power,  of  great  courage  and  strength^  rather  than  substance  s  ^ 
though  the  tribe  (fBenjamn  had  a  very  considerable  inheritance^ 

%  the  iohole  being  divided  between  six  hufidred'  men.  And  he  had 
a  son  whose  name  [was]  Sauly  a  choice  young  man,  and  a 
goodly  :  and  [there  was]  not  among  the  children  of  Israel  a 
goodlier  person  than  he  :  from  his  shoulders  and  upward  [he 
was]  higher  than  any  of  the  people  ;  a  very  fiersonabicy  tallj  and 

S  handsome  man,*  And  the  asses- of  Kish  Saul's  father  were  lost. 
And  Kidi  sud  to  Saul  his  son.  Take  now  one  of  the  sen'ants 
with  thee,  and  arise,  go  seek  the  asses*  Probably  Saul  had  the 
care  qf  them  $  they  were  valuable  creatures^  and  a  considerable 
part  of  their  substance  :  kings  and  great  men  used  tt  ride  ufion 

4  them.  And  he  passed  through  mount  Ephraim,  and  passed 
through  the  land  of  Shalisha,  but  they  found  [them]  not  \  then 
they  passed  through  the  Tand  of  Shalim,  and  [therfe  they  were] 
not;  and  he  passed  through  the  land  of  the  Benjamites,  but 

5  they  found  [them]  not.  [And]  when  they  were  come  to  the 
land  of  Zuph,  the  country  where  Ramah  layy  Saul  said  to  his 
servant  that  [was]  with  hilh.  Come,  and  let  us  return  ;  lest  my 
&ther  leave  [caring]  for  the  asaes,  and  take  thought  for  us,  lesc 

#  we  ahould  be  losty  or  some  evil  have  befallen  us.  And  he,  the  ser* 
,  vantj  said  unto  him,*  Behold  now,  [there  is]  in  this  city  a  maa 
of  God,  and  [he  is]  an  honourable  man ;  all  that  he  saith  com^ 
eth  surely  to  pass  :  now  let  us  go  thither ;  peradventure  he  can 
show  us  our  way  that  we  should  go.  The  servant' ha(t  only  heard 
all  this  by  common  fame  ;  he  knew  nothing  of  Samuel  himself  ^  and 

7  therrfore  proposes  to  go  to  him,1  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servaot, 
but,  behold,  [ifl  we  go,  what  shall  we  brin^  the  man  ?  for  the 
bread  is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and  [there  is]  not  a  present  ta 

8  bring  to  the  man  of  God :  what  have  we  ?  And  the  servant 
answered  Saul  again,  and  said,  Behold,  I  have  here  at  hand  the 
fourth  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver,  about  sevenpence  halfpenny  of 
OUT  money :  [that]  yiU  I  give  to  the  man  of  God;  to  tell  us  our 


•  Bettben  wfiten  crlebrate  kings  fortliote  qmlitiea.   Hie  Lacedemonixn  fined 
of  their  king*  for  marry  ins  a  woman  of  low  staiore,  lest  they  •bovldiiot  kcvt  klags  bat  ool^ 
kiagllngs  to  reign  anfrr  tnenu 

t  Some  tlink  it  wm  a  sign  of  a  wicked  mind  to  eoqnlt  a  propket  on  such  a  trifling  basl- 

nesB ;  Imt  this  is  groandless.    Tlie  prophets  were  Indeedset  apart  for  wel^tier  Sasinces ;  but 

there  are  several  uistances  of  their  condescending  to  give  Mhrice  in  matters  of  less  importance; 

wid  one  reason  seemii  to  be,  tliat  Ood  was  desirous  tokeep  his  people  from  consulting  wizard* 

ktid  idols,  the  gods  of  the  heathen  :  and  further,  by  seeing  the  prophet's  words  come  true  im 

inunceti  they  would  be  engaged' t*  believe  hkat  in  greaur  aod  oMrc  impMtaitt  OMa« 
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9  way.  (Bcfbretime  in  Isael  wfitn  m  man  went  to  inquire  of 
God,  thus  he  spake,  Comet  and  let  us  go  to  the  seer :  for  [he  that 

iO  is]  now  [called]  a  Prophet,  was  beforetime  called  a  Seer.)  Then 
said  Saul  to  his  eerrant)  Well  said  ;  Come,  let  us  go.    So  they 

1 1  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man  of  God  [was.*]  [And]  as 
they  went  up  the  hill  to  the  city,  they  found  young  maidena 
going  out  to  draw  water,  and  said  unto  them.  Is  the  seer  here  I 

13  And  they  answered  them,  and  said,  He  is  ;  behold,  [he  is]  be- 
fore yon  :  make  haste  now,  for  he  came  today  to  the  city  ;  for 
[there  is]  a  sacriice  of  the  people  today  in  the  high  place  ; 
firodabfy  some  fieace  qfferingB  fr  thank  ^erk^9 :  after  vhieh  there 
VHu  a/ea»t  at  ihe  kUly  where  the  tabemacie  fRz«,  and  on  the  altar 
that  Santuet  bmtt ;  and  if  they  made  ha9te  they  would  meet  with 

13  him  befbre  his  sacrifice  began.  As  soon  as  ye  be  come  into  th# 
dty,  ye  shall  stnughtway  find  him,  before  he  go  up  to  the  high 
place  to  eat :  for  the  people  will  not  eat  until  he^come^  because 
he  doth  bless  the  sacrifice,  coiw^cf<i/«  it  to  the  service  of  God  bj^ 
prayer  and  thanksgiving  y  [and]  afterward  they  eat  that  be  bid- 
den.   Now  therefore  -get  you  up  ;  for  about  this  time  ye  shall 

1 4  find  him,  before  he  goea  ufi  to  the  high  ftlace.  And  they  went  up 
into  tho  city  t  {and]  when  they  were  come  into  the  city,  be- 
hold, Samuel  came  out  against  them,  for  to  go  up  to  the  high 

>5  Now  the  Lord  had  tofd  Samuel  in  his  ear  a  day  before  Saul 
came,  revealed  it  to  him  by  the  eoft  xmd  gentle  influencee  (^  hie 

16  Sfiirity  saying,  Tomorrow  about  this  time  I  will  send  thee  a  man 
out  of  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shait  anoint  him  [to  bef 
captain  over  my  people  Israel,  that  he  may  save  my  people  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  who  had  iww  ofi/iresaed  them,  for 
forty  yearsj  and  often  made  inroafU  ttfion  them :  for  I  have  looked 
upon  my  people,  because  their  cry  is  come  unto  me,  Ihavd 
heard  their  comJUahit  eonceming  the  eptvreedon  qf  their  enendee, 

'17  and  had  eomfiamonufion  them.  And  when  Samuel  saw  Saul, 
the  Loan  said  unto  him,  Behold  the  man  whom  I  spake  to  thee 
of !  this  same  shall  reig^  over  my  people,  cr^  aa  the  Hebrew  eig^ 
niflee^  restrain  my  fieofile  with  absolute  flower^  as  other  kings  do. 

It  Then  Saul  drew  near  to  Samuel  in  the  gate,  just  ae  he  was  com- 
ing  out  of  the  citfj  without  any  attendants,  or  enmgne  of  honour, 
just  Uke  a  common  fierson  ;  and  Said  said.  Tell  me,  I  {niiy  thee, 

t9  where  the  seei^s  house  {is  H  And  Samuel  answered  Saul,  and 
said,  I  [am]  the  seer  :  go  up  before  me  unto  the  high  place  ; 
for  ye  shall  eat  with  me  today,  and  tomorrow  I  will  let  thee  go, 
and  will  tell  thee  all  that  [is]  in  thine  h^art ;  Saul  must  first  go 

X  with  him  to  sacrifice,  and  feast  on  the  remainder  :  And,  that  he 
might  go  chesffuliy  and  have  his  m^d  at  ease,  he  adds,  as  for  thine 
asses  that  were  lost  three  days  ago,  set  not  thy  mind  on  them  ; 
for  they  are  found.    And  on  whom  [is]  all  the  desire  of  Israel  ? 

*  !%!■  hftt  been  ridicnlcd  b^  fomc  people*  m  if  eh*  prophet  was  iw  better  than  a  C'mjurer 
•r  fortuaeCeUer*  who  woald  not  act  witnout  a  fee.  BiK  thit  arise*  from  ignorance,  tor  a  w4P 
th«n  and  ttitl  it  customary  in  the  C9St,  never  fo  approach  dieir  prince*  or  prUsti  or  any  ptre 
r  — 1 wlth^wi  »9M^  •iorjaf.    See  *e  smt  of  Saul  hi  cA. ».  n- 
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[Is  it]  not  Oft  tiieei  and  cA  ail  Hkf  father's  kotku  I  M  I$rmti 
%\  dedred  a  kingj  and  none  seemed  Jiiier  Jbr  ii  tkmt  Slaul.    And 
Siiul  answered,  f»M  a  deal  qf  mede^y  and  said)  [Am]  not  la 
.    Betijamite,  of  the  smallest  of  d)e  tribes  of  Israel  I  and  my  fam- 
ily the  least  of  aU  the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Beqamin  I  wliere- 
&re  then  speakest  thou  so  to  me  I  Perhafu  he  thought  Samuel 
t2  vfoB  only  in  jest.    And  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and 
brought  them  into  the  parlour,  and  made  them  sit  in  the  chiefs* 
est  pLace  among  them  that  were  bidden,  whioh  [were]  about 
thirty  persons.    It  eeenU  thai  Samuely  knowing  (/'Saul*e  camingy 
had  prepatedthUfcoBt  to  entertain  him  on  thcoccaeian  s  and  to 
9h(A»  that  he  did  ndt  enuy  Sauly  he  fttU  him  in  the  moet  hoTummble 
place  at  the  table^  among  the  fitinetfialpereane  i^the  eity^  and  also 

83  honoured  the  servamt  Jor  the  maaterS  ^ake.  And)  ae  it  vhxb  cue^ 
iomary  to  have  a  mew  for  tdery  gueety  SamUbl  said  unto  the 
cook,  Bring  the  portion  which  I  gave  thee,  of  which  I  said  unto 

84  thee.  Set  it  by  thee.  And  the  cook  took  up  the  shoulder,  and 
[that]  which  [was]  upon,  it,  something  to  render  it  Tnore  agreeabley 
4u  a  token  (^rtsiiecty  and  set  [it]  before  Saul.  And  [Sanmel] 
sud^  Behold  that  whidi  is  left)  or  reserved  fot  d^  6^  my  o^** 
fiainUnent !  set  [it]  before  thee,  [and]  tiat :  for  unto  this  time 
hath  it  been  kept  for  thee  since  I  said,  I  ba^e  invited  the  peo- 
ple. So  Saul  did  eat  with  Samuel  that  day  ;  and  he  might  iter- 
tdoe^  hy  this  intimatian  {fSamtuiy  that  what  he  did  tMM  tfy  divine 
direction^  It  9eema  4hejbast  was  kept  in  some  huHding  near  the 
$abemacle* 

95  And  when  they  were  tome  down  from  the  high  t)lace  into 
the;  ci^,  [Samuel]  oommuned  with  Saul  upon  the  \iip  of  the 
house,  (fhis  own  houet  ;  here  Samuel  would  prabahly  4eil  him  tf 
his  awn  toOMngn^s.  $o  resign^  and  qf  to  fitiure  advancement, 

1^  And  tibey  arose  early ;  and  it  came  to  pass  about  the  spring  of 
the  day,  that  Samuel  called  Saul  to  the  {l^  of  the  house,  saying, 
Up,  that  I  may  send  th«e  away^  And,  after  Samnei  had  giv9n 
him  9ome further  adviccy  Saul  arosfe,  and  they- went  ^mt  both  of 

2T  them,  he  and  Sanuid,  ite'oad.  [AAd]  as  they  were  going  down 
to  the  end  of  the  city,  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Bid  the  servant  pass 
on  before  itt,  (and  he  passed  on,)  but  stand  thou  still  a  while^ 
that  I  may  show  thee  the  word  of  God^  and  that  what  Ida  u  by 
divine  direction.  But  he  did  this  privaUdyy  thaohe/teofik  might 
not  think itwasa  taatriaanee  between  Satddnd Sq/nueli  or  l*a^  il 
M»  8anuid*9  chaicej  and  not  GM'«* 
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REFLECTIONS. 

AS  we  shall  have  hut  little  good  to  learn  from  the  character 
of  Saul)  we  must  xnake  tlie  best  of  it.  And 
1.  Let  young  people  leam  to  be  diligent,  dutiful,  aiKl  tender  of 
the  reputation  of  their  parents.  The  family  of  Saul,  though  in 
torae  re&pects  mean,  were  wealthy  ;  yet  thiBchoice  young  man  "v^as 
brought  up  to  be  diligent.  He  was  willing  to  go  After  his  Other's 
beasts  that  were  lost,  and  was  unwilling  to  stay  longer  than  was 
necessary,  lest  he  should  grieve -him.  All  young  people  should  de- 
sire to  be  employed,  and  should  consult  the  interest  of  their  pa« 
Tents  ;  be  willing  to  submit  to  what  may  seem  fi  mean  office,  if  it  be 
for  dieir  advantage  ;  and  do  nothing  that  will  griere  or  make  them 
tmeasy  ;  to»  many  children  do  this,  when  they  run  out  without  their 
knowledge,  or  stay  beyond  the  time  allowed  ;  it  is  very  ungrateful, 
ind  what  no  dutiful  children  will  do. 

2.  Leam  from  the  example  of  Saul,  to  take  advke,  even  from 
mferiors.  He  payed  a  regard  to  what  his  ser^^ant  said,  because  it 
tarried  reason  with  it.  He  did  Tiot  bid  him  hold  his  tongue,  and  askt 
Who  made  him  a  counsellor  ?  Wisdom  and  {nety  do  net  always  go 
by.  rank  and  fortune.  Servants  may  sometimes  see  further  than 
their  masters  ;  and  as  their  advice  should  be  givwi  with  respect 
and  deference,  it  should  be  received  without  imy  haughty  airs  ; 
Especially  when  their  advice  is  such  as  will  be  cf  service  to  our 
best  interests. 

3.  Let  us  leam  ftom  the  example  of  Samuel,  how  reasonable  and 
proper  it  is  to  bless  our  meat  beiore  we  eat  it.  The  maidens  tdd 
Saul  it  was  Samuel's  constant  custom  to  blesa  the  Bacrifice  ;  that  is, 
not  only  to  ptay  over  it  while  it  was  actually  offering,  but  to  blest 
that  part  of  it  winch  was  to  be  eaten  ;  and  the  people  had  so  much 
piety  that  they  would  not  eat  till  he  came  to  perform  the  sacred 
office*  This  is  a  reasonable  duty,  and  we  should  do  it  as  priests  and 
prophets  in  our  own  houses ;  though  it  is  peculiarly  decent  for  God>i 
ministering  servants  to  do  it  when  they  are  present.  But  let  none 
neglect  it,  nor  perform  it  in  a  few,  hasty,  muttering^  words,  which 
have  no  meaning,  and  in  which  those  who  are  present  cannot  join, 
God  may  justly  withhold  his  blessing,  when  we  have  not  the  grace 
to  ask  for  it ;  and  better  not  ask  it  at  ail,  than  do  it  in  a  trifling  or  pro- 
&ne  manner.  Every  creature  (f  God  is  good^  if  it  ^e  received  tvith  '' 
ihanhgrtnng^ 

4.  Theri  is  something  very  graceful  in  the  manner  in  which 
Samuel  treated  Saul,  and  resignedjthe  goveniment  to  Mm i  and  it 
gives  us  an  high  idea  of  the  character  of  this  great  and  good  man. 
Instead  of  envying  Saidy  and  looking  churfishly  upon  him,  he  mad» 
a  feast ;  honoured  him  with  the  chief  place  ;  ordered  him  a  chc^e 
morsel)  and  told  him  the  news  of  his  preferment.  Truly  goo<i 
men  never  envy  those  whom  God  raises  above  them.  They  are  not 
ambidous  of  honour ;  and  are  wtMkig  to  lay  it  down  when  God 
pleases.  Those  make  an  idol  of  honour,  who  grudge  the  promotion 
of  others.  John  rejoiced  CMBfiCTPiPg  Quiat^  aaymg>  &  9Mt  incrtgie§. 
fo<  /  M00rircmitr.    " 
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CHAP.    X. 

:  f 

In  /&  eha/iter  Samuel  amnnf  andirutructa  Saul^  and  givea  him  thr$t 
'  •igM  i  the  aigfu  are  aetontfiUsked  ;  and  Saul  ia  aftfiointed  king  by  lot. 

2  nr*  HEN  Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oily  and  poured  [it]  upon  bit 

JL  head)*  and  he  kissed  him)  in  token  ofhia  comfilacency  in  the 
divine  choice^  and  of  reverence  and  eubjectiony  (Pmlm  ii.  12.)  and 
saidi  [Is  it]  not  because  the  Loao  hath  anointed  thee  [to  be]  cap* 
tain  over  his  inheiitanc'e  "i  to  be  a  commander  in  toarj  a  deliverer 
and  /urotectar  qfhia  inheritance  ?  and  in  token  that  this  was  done 

3  hy  divine  atahority^  he  gave  him  three  signs.  When  thou  art  de« 
parted  from  roe  today,  then  thou  shalt  find  two  men  by  Rachei's 
sepukhre  in  the  border  of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah  ;  and  they  will 
say  unto  thee,  The  asses  which  thou  wentest  to  seek  are  foimd  : 
and  lo,  thy  &ther  hath  left  the  care  of  the  asses,  and  sorroweth  for 

d  you,  saying,  What  shall  I  do  for  my  son  ?  Then  shalt  thou  go 
on  forward  from  thence>  and  thou  shalt  come  to  the  plain  of  T%- 
bor,  and  there  shall  meet  thee  three  men  going  up  to  God  to 
Bethelit  one  carrying  three  kids,  and  another  carrying  threi^ 
'  4  loaves  of  bread,  and  another  carrying  a  bottle  of  n  ine  :  And 
llier  will  salute  thee,  and  give  thee  two  [loaves]  of  bread ; 
which  thou  sbelt  receive  of  their  hands.  //  would  conjirm  his 
faith  in  the  divine  afipointmentf  when  he  found  Idm^elf  thus 
honoured  even  by  strangers^  doing  him  hojnage^  as  if  they  had  cU* 

5  ready  knovm  him  to  be  the  king.  After  that  thou  shalt  come  to 
the  hill  of  God,  where  [is]  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  :| 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thou  art  come  thither  to  the 
city,  that  thou  shalt  meet  a  company  of  prophets  coming  down 
from  the  high  place,  where  they  have  been  to  sacrifice j  with  a  psal- 
tery, and  a  tabret,  and  a  pipe,  and  a  harp  before  them  ;  and  they 

•tf  shall  prophesy  :|J  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come  upon 
thee,  and  thou  shalt  prophesy  with  them,  and  shalt  be  turned 
into  another  man.  Tins  was  the  highest  and  most  convincing  as- 
surance that  he  was  chosen  by  divine  authority y  he  should  immedi" 
ately  be  assisted  to  comfiose  hymns  to  the  horwur  qf  Godj  or  join  in 
their  fisalms  and  melody^  which  he  had  never  learnt ;  and  be  quite 
another  many  have  a  s/urit  of  extraordinary  firudence  and  courage f 

7  and  other  qualities  ft  for  a  king  to/iossess.  .  And  let  it  be,  when 
these  sip^ns  are  come  unto  thee,  [that]  thou  do  as  occasion  serve 
thee  i  for  God  [is]  with  thee  ;  fear  not  to  undertake  any  service 

*  This  w»  a  ^trj  ancient  rite*  as  appeart  from  Jofham's  patabk  two  hondred  ynni  h^ 
fbre.  when  the  trm  wentforth  to  aaolfit  a  king.  It  waa  a  sign  chat  God  woKild  poor  oatupm 
Idot  tome  eitraordiuary  mcatiire  of  hit  Spirit. 

t  BetSel  was  a  celebrated  place  in  Jacob's  time*  where  Cod  appeared  to  him.  The  tab- 
ernacle and  the  arh  being  separated,  they  were  now  used  to  sacrifice  in  high  places. 

i  This  was  probably  Gibeah.  (cA.  xUl.  3.)  a  pbce  where  pious  people  used  to  come  •n 
•oleion  (wcaaioM  lobe  instrocted.  and  whtre  there  was  a  college  or  academy  for  the  iosttae* 
tiui  ef  youth  in  the  linow ledge  of  God's  law*  and  to  train  them  in  the  exercises  of  piety. 

I  Prophesying  sometimes  signifies,  not  only  foretelling  future  ^ents.  but  pronoimcing  lH 
•  «Ti<»>ime  and  edimn^  manner  aboot  diTine  troths,  and  preaching  to  the  people.  Hcn  it  tiA^ 
Mfies  jpiaistaig  GM  with  UMnsmsnts  ef  maans,  mi  tiiv ii«.   Hs  1  tlirm mlv.  % 
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Jtyr  the  good  o/Iaraely  for  God  vnil  be  ninth  thee^  and  give  ntccesM 

t  against  all  its  enemies.    And  thou  shalf  go*  down  before  me  to 

Gilgal ;  and,  behold,  1  vill  conte  down  unto  thee,  to  offer  burnt 

offerings,  [and!  ^o  sacrifice  sacrifices  of  peace  offerings  :  sevea 

days  shalt  thou  tarry,  till  I  come  to  thee,  and  show  thee  what 

thou  shalt  do.* 

.  9      And  it  was  [90,]  that  When  he  had  turned  his  back  to  go  from 

Samuel,  God  gave  him  another  heart :   and  all  those  signs 

came  to  pass  that  day  ;  he  had  no  longer  the  heart  of  an  hus" 

bandmoTij  but  of  a  general^  or  firince  ;  and  thought  qf  nothing  but 

Jighting  the  Philistines  and  delivering  Israel,     A  spirit  0/ wisdom 

and  courage  came  ufion  Aim,  tuhich  afterward^  for  his  sinsy  wa# 

10  taken  away*  And  when  they  cajne  thither  to  the  hill,  behold 
a  company  of  prophets  met  him  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  cam« 
upon  him,  and  he  prophesied  among  them,  he  sung  the  firaises 
<f  Godj  and  sfioke  qf  divine  things  beyond  his  natural  ability, 

1 1  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  that  knew  him  beforetime  saw 
that,  behold,  he  prophesied  among  the  prophets,  thgtn  the  peo- 
ple said  one  to  another.  What  [is]  this  [that]  is  come  unto 
the  son  of  Kish  ?  It  is  strange  to  see  him  em/iloyed  in  a  way  quite 
different  from  Ids  education  and  former  course  of  life,     [Is]   Saul 

I J  also  among  the  prophets  ?  And  one  of  the  dame  place  answered 
and  said,  Bat  who  [is]  theit  father  ?  Is  it  not  Ood  who  makes 
profihetSy  and  who  can  bestow  his  gifts  on  any  one  ?  Therefore  it 
became  a  proverb,  ttfhen  any  man  acted  beyond  exfiectation,  [Is] 

Id  Sitdl  also  among  the  prophets  ?  And  when  he  had  made  an 
end  of  prophesying,  he  came  to  the  high  place.  This  gift  was 
only  for  a  short  time^  and  he  then  went  to  the  high  fitace  to  thank 
God  for  the  honour  dOne  him^  and  to  pray  for  wisdom  to  manage 

I A  his  trust  faithfully.  And  Saul's  uncle  said  unto  him  and  to  his 
servant.  Whither  went  ye  ?  And  he  said,  To  seek  the  asses  : 
and  when  we  saw  that  [they  were]  no  where,  we  came  to  Sam- 

15  uel.    And  Saul's  uncle  said.  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  what  Samuel 

16  said  unto  you.  And  Saul  said  xmto  his  uncle,  He  told  us  plainly 
that  the  asses  Were  found.  But  of  the  matter  of  the  kingdom, 
whereof  Samuel  spake,  he  told  him  not,  lest  he  should  seem  to 
have  been  seeking  the  crown^  or  they  should  envy  him  ;  and  a«- 
tieciaUy  as  Samuel  thought  Jit  to  keep  it  a  secret  hitherto, 

17  And  Samuel  called  the  people,  the  elders  and  heads  of  tribes^ 
together  unto  the  Lord  to  Mitpeh,  to  commemorate  God's  former 

IS  favours  to  them  at  the  pillar  called  ibenezer  ;  (ch,  vii.  5.)  And 
said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  I  brought  up  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  delivered  you  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  king- 

19  doms,  [and]  of  them  that  oppressed  you  :  And  ye  have  this  day 

*  GBgal  WW  a  fafnaos  place  near  Jordan  and  the  twrive  iitones.  Some  tuppose  that  ht  wai 
to  aacrifioe  there  seven  days  ;  others  Mppreheud  this  refers  to  wh.it  h;ippeneu  near  two  veara 
after,  ice  ch.  xiU.  1  rather  think  it  was  a  standing  rule  which  Samue}  gave  h\m,  that  in  all 
dilBcQRcases  he  shfOidd  ](o  lo  GilKal*  and  send  for  Sanoel,  who  would  meet  him  Ihare,  to  cootolc 
with  hira,  and  ask  counsel  of  God;  but  that  he  should  wait  seven  days^  t9  try  hw  faitA-  acui 
•bwHenff^  and  ta  Mrh  hit  rash  and  haftty  spirit. 
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rejected  your  God,  who  himself  saved  you  out  of  all  your  ad* 
Teraities  and  your  tribulations  ;  and  ye  have  said  unto  hun» 
[Nay,]  but  set  a  king  over  us.  Now  therefore  present  your- 
selves before  the  Lord  by  your  tribes,  and  by  your  thousands. 
He  reniinds  them  of  their  folly  and  sin  in  rejecting  God^  who  had 
raised  them  up  judges  and  deliverers  ;  andj  knowing  their  dia/ioH*' 
turn  to  susftect  intrigue^  or  not  to  suhndt  to  his  choice^  he  (Urect^ 
thai  lots  should  be  cast  to  know  whom  God  had  c/iosen  ;  he  there* 
fore  calls  them  by  their  tribes  and  their  thousands,  every  tribe  being 

SO  divided  into  a  thousand^  as  our  counties  are  into  hundreds.  And 
when  Samuel  had  caused  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  come  near 
to  the  fiioce  where  the  lot  was  drawn^  in  the  presence  qf  their  eldero- 

31  and  heads^  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  taken.  When  he  had 
caused  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  to  come  near  by  their  familiesy 
the  family  of  Matri  was  taken,  and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish  was 
taken  :*  and  when  they  sought  him,  he  could  not  be  found  ;. 
he  absented  himself j  either  because  he  thought  he  was  unfits  or  to 
escape  the  envy  of  his  neighbours  ;  and  considering  the  present 
perilous  state  of  Israel  under  the  oppression  of  the  Philistines. 

35  Therefore  they  inquired  of  the  liORD  further,  probably  by  the 
high  priest  and  the  ephod^  if  the  man  should  yet  come  thither. 
And  the  Loan  answered,  Beboldy  he  hath  hid  himself  among 

SlS  tho  stuff,  the  baggage  or  furniture  of  the  tent.  And  they  ran 
and  fetched  him  thence :  and  when  he  stood  among  the  people, 
he  was  higher  than  any  of  the  people  from  his  shoulders  and. 

34  upward.  And  SAmuel  said  to  all  the  people.  See  ye  him  whom 
the  Loan  hath  chosen,  that  [there  is]  none  like  him  among  all 
the  people  ?  Here  is  suck  a  one  as  you  wished  for  ;  let  your  own 
eyes  be  judges  $  is  he  not  a,  brave  mmy  who  hath  tnqjesty  and  gran-' 
deur  in  his  very  countenance  and  stature  f  And  all  the  people 
shouted,  and  said,  God  save  the  king,  ory  as  in  the  Hebrew^ 

%$  Let  Uie  king  livej  let  him  have  a  long  and  prosperous  reign.  Then 
:  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the  kingdom,  and  wrote 
[it]  in  a  book,  and  laid  [it]  up  before  the  Loan.  And  Samuef 
sent  all  the  people  away,  every  man  to  his  house.  He  explained 
the  duties  qfa  king  and  his  subjects  ;  particularly y  what  was  in  the 
law  qf  Moses  upon  this  heady  and  probably  added  other  particulars, 

36  And  Saul  also  went  home  to  Gibeah,  and  Uved  privately  there 
till  God  sfwuld  call  him  to  take  the  public  administration  of  cffoire 
upon  himself;  and  there  went  with  him  a  band  of  men,  whose 
hearts^  G;od  had  touched  ;  some  stouty  valiant  tneny  whom  God  in» 

27  clined  t^oUow  him  as  his  lifeguard.  But  the  children  oi  Belialy 
some  l€%^y  prqfane  fellowsy  who  hated  all  govemmenty  and  per* 
haps  were  of  some  great  fandly  w/io  despised  the  meanness  of  Saul's 
houscy  said.  How  shall  this  man  save  us  ?  And  they  despised 
him,  and  brought  him  no  presents,  as  was  customary  to  the 
kingy  especially  at  his  accession^  and  in  token  qf  their  subjection  and' 
joy.    But  be  held  his  peace,  ory  he  was  as  though  he  had  been 

*  The  lot  was  cast  foar  times ;  first  for  tbe  tribe  of  Benjamin*  second  for  tbe  fanilf^ 
tWsA,  chird  ftr  c^  hoiuthold  of  Kishi  lod  fourth  for  SasL 
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dcrf.  7)kit  vHi%  the  effect  xftht  ^rit  i^ prudence  fvhick  nof  given 
Aim  ;  it  would  have  been  very  itkfioStic  to  have  begun  hi§  reign 
with  an  act  qfteverity, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.     AS  this  is  the  first  account  of  the  prophets  and  their  com« 

JljL  panteS)  we  may  here  reflect  upon  the  wisdom  of  God 
in  appointing  this  order  of  men,  and  these  seminaries  for  their  in- 
struction.   We  read  of  several  colleges  :  Bethel,  Jericho,  Gibeaht 
and  Naioth  in  Ramah,  of  which  Samuel  was  president,  and  probahlv 
founded  them.    The  priests  and  Levites  were  appointed  to  teach 
the  law,  and  to  judge  and  decide  in  controTeraies  ;  hut  as  a  great 
part  of  their  ttnie  was  taken  up  about  the  tabernacle,  and  as  they 
were  perhaps  ready  to  lay  too  great  a  stress  on  those  rituals  in 
which  they  were  concerned  ;  therefore  prophets  were  ordained  to 
be  a  check  upon  the  priests,  and  to  be  guardians  of  the  spiritual  or 
ni<M«l  part  of  the  law  ;  as  the  priests  were  of  the  ceremonial* 
Prophets  were  trained  up,  by  a  long  course  of  study,  temperance^ 
and  discipline,  to  be  preachers  of  righteousness  ;  and  to  receive 
upon  extraordinary  occasions  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit.    God 
generally  chose  prophets  out  of  such  as  were  educated  in  these  col* 
leges.    The  presidents  were  called  fothers,  or  masters.    Here,  it  is 
generally  thought,  they  studied,  not  only  the  law,  but  music,  arith* 
metic,  astronomy,  and  other  sciences  that  qualified  them  the  better 
for  the  service  of  God,  and  the  instruction  of  the  people.    Thit 
was  a  very  wise  institution  ;  let  us  be  thankful  that  we  have  such 
among  us  ;  and  pray  for  the  schools  of  the  prophets,  that  from 
these  fountains,  such  streams  may  iaaue  forth,  as  shall    nuike  glad 
the  city  qfour  God. 

3.  Those  whom  God  raises  up  for  any  service  shall  be  qualified 
for  it ;  Saul  had  another  heart  when  he  was  anointed  king.  God 
proportions  our  abilities  to  the  duties  to  which  he  calls  us  ;  we 
have  therefore  the  highest  reason  to  follow  the  leadings  of  his  prov* 
idence,  and  to  trust  in  him  at  all  times  ;  then  we  shall  find  that 
as  our  day  f «,  to  will  our  strength  be. 

3.  From  the  different  treatment  which  Saul  met  with  from  his 

subjects,  we  may  reflect  upon  the  different  manner  in  which  meft 

are  affected  toward  our  blessed  Redeemer,  God's  anointed  Son* 

Some  pay  him  homage,  bring  him  presents,  and  yield  their  whole 

selves  to  him.    It  becomes  us  all  to  inquire  whether  we  are  among 

the  number  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  reverence  him  ;  and  are 

become  his  dutiful  subjects.    If  we  are,  it  is  because  God  hath 

touched  our  hearts,  and  let  him  have  the  praise.    Others  will  not 

have  this  man  to  reign  aver  them  ;  they  despise  him,  distrust  his 

power,  and  reject  his  authority.    For  a  while  Christ  may  hold  his 

peace  ;  but  he  will  npt  always  do  it ;  in  the  end  they  shall  all  be 

brought  forth,  and  slain  before  him.    Remember,  Christ  is  God's 

anointed  Son  ;  he  has  chosen  him  to  reign  over  us,  and  to  reign 

for  ever.   JStn  the  Sony  therefore,  ieit  he  be  angry ^  andyefierith/ram 

the  way  when  hie  ^rath  ie  kindled  but  a  little,    Pialm  ii. 

VaL.  III.  F 
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CHAP.    XI. 

•  ^  * 

TViia  cJia/iter  informa  ua  of  the  extremity  to  which  the  inhabitania  ^ 
Jabeah  were  reduced  ;  of  their  deliverance  by  Saui^  and  the  con^ 
Jlrmation  of  him  in  the  government^  with  the  conaent  of  ail  the 
peofile. 

1  '^  I  ^  HEN  Nahash  the  Anmionile  came  op,  aikl  eneamped 

X  agamst  Jabeahgilead  :*  and  all  the  men  of  Jabesh  said 
unto  Nahash,  Make  a  corenant  with  qs,  and  we  will  serve  thee  : 
they  agree  to  be  hia  aubjecta  and  fiay  tribtaej  contrary  to  the  com-' 
mand  of  God  to  midce  no  covenant  with  thoae  accuraed  nationa^ 

2  And  Nahash  the  Ammonite  answered  them^  On  this  [condi-* 
tion]  will  I  make  [a  covenant]  with  yon,  that  I  may  thrust  out 
all  your  riglit  eyes,  and  hy  it  for  a  reproach  upon  all  Israel  ; 
a  barbaroua^  refiroachful  condition^  both  to  themaetvea  and  to  aU 

3  laraelj  only  Jit  Jbr  akfoea  and  cowarda  to  comply  with.  And  the 
elder»  of  Jabesh  said  tmto  him,  Give  as  seven  days  'respite* 
that  we  may  send  messengers  unto  all  the  coasts  of  Israel ;  and 
then,  if  [there  be]  no  man  to  save  us^  we  will  come  out  to  thee. 
They  were  afraid  Saul  could  noty  or  would  not  help,  them  ;  but  tktif 
were  reaolved  to  try  ^  and  Mthaahj  from  a  fooliah  confidence  in 

*      hia  atrengthy  gave  them  time  to  do  ao, 

'  4  '  Then  came  the  nies^enger»  to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  and  told  the 
hidings  in  the  ears  of  the  people  :  and  all  the  people  lifted  up 
their  voices,  and  wept,  out  qfeompaaaionjbr  their  brethren^  dea^ 
pair  of  'their  reliefs  and  fear  for  thtmaelvca  /  tkey  were  relationa 
5  to  them^  Jbr  the  Berijandtea  had  their  wivea  from  thence.  And, 
behold,  Saul  came  after  the  herd  out  of  the <  field  ;  and  Saul 
said.  What  [ailcth]  the  people  that  they  weep  ?  And  they  told 
him  the  tiding  of  the  men  of  Jabesh.  <4fier  his  election  (eh, 
X.  24.)  he  retired  again  to  hia  pnvate  capacity^  till  some  ft  oppor- 
tunity  offered  itaelf  Jor  him.  to  oaaunte  the  throne  and  royal  dignity ; 
in  the  mean  time  the  nmnagement  of  affiUra  waa  left  to  Samuel, 

'  6  And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Saul  when  he  heard  those 
tidings,  and  his  anger  was  kindled  greatly.  He  found  a  atrong 
intpuhe  on  hia  mindy  and  great  courage  and  reaolution  to  act  like 
the  king  9f  larael.  He  waa  angry  at  JSIahaahy  at  the  mean  apirtt 
♦  7  of  the  people  of  Jabeahy  and  at  Israel  weeping.  And  he  took  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  sent  [them] 
throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel  by  the  hands  of  messengers, 
sayifig.  Whosoever  cometh  not  forth  after  Saul  and  after  Sam« 
uel,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen.  And  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  fell  on  the  people,  and  they  cam»out  with  one  consent*: 
aa  the  aight  qftJte  eyea  affects  more  than  a  bare  report^  he  accom^ 
ponied  hia  threateninga  with  a  part  of  the  ox ^    He  adds  the  name 

*  This  city  lay  beyond  Jordan,  on  the  borders  of  the  Ammonites.    It  had  formerly  been 

destroyed*  auMt  had  but' few  inhabitants.'    Tlir  Ammonites  had  proclaimed  w««r  against  thtm 

-  I«fi>re  thh.  which  was  the  reason  whv  they  desired  a  king,  see  r^.  %'d.  1 1 .     ProfaGMblv  fhry  hi*c( 

^  iHtw  heard  that  some  were  ctisMArcttff  to  SmuI,  and  were  in  hopes  thaF  *4rsiel  woula  not  b«lp- 

'fbedt*  K&cltfisre  llKy  make  an  actaok  upon  this  pUoi;. 
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^  Samuelj  to  engage  those  to  eome  who  might  not  have  regarded 
himself  i  and  God  vMis  fileascd  to  fioasess  the  hearts  of  the  Israel* 
U  ites  tidth  a  fear  of  offending  him^  so  that  they  came  after  him.  And 
when  he  numbered  them  in  Bezek,  the  children  of  Israel  were 
three  hundred  thousand,  and  the  men  of  Judah  thirty  thousand. 
Perhafis  Judah  is  mentioned  singly^  to  show  their  readiness  to  sub- 
mit to  a  king  who  was  of  a  tribe  much  meaner  than  their  own^  or 
because  of  their  precedency  in  all  affairs^  both  civil  and  fnilftary, 
'9  And  they  said  unto  the  siessengers  that  came,  whom  they  kefit 
till  they  saw  what  success  they  should  have^'  Thus  shall  ye  say 
unto  the  men  of  Jabeshgilead,  Tomorrow  by  [that  time]  the 
6im  be  hot,  ye  shall  liave  help.  And  the  messengers  came 
and  showed  [it]  to  the  men  of  Jabesh  ;  and  they  were  glad. 

10  Tberefoi*e  the  men  of  Jabesh  said,  Tomorrow  we  will  come  out 
unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with  us  all  that  «eemeth  good  unto 
you,  if  help  does  not  come  according  to  v.  3,  the  hopes  qf  which 

X  \  they  concealy  in  order  to  make  the  jimmonites  more  secure^  And 
it  was  [so^  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put  the  people  in  three 
companies  ;  and  they  came  into  the  midst  of  the  host  ia  th^ 
morning  watch,  and  slew  the  Ammonites  until  the  heat  of  the 
.day,  the  Israelites  on  three  sides^  and  the  men  of  Jabesh  on  the 
fourth^  so  that  they  were  completely  hemmed  in  :  and  it  came  to 
pSLSSf  that  they  which  remained  were  scattered,  so  that  two  of 
them  were  not  left  together  ;  they  gained  a  complete  victory  : 
iand  thus  God  established  Saul*s  authority.  The  inhabitants  of 
Jabeshgilead  remembered  and  requited  tins  kindness  long  after ^  ch, 
xxxi.  11—13. 

12  And  the  people  said  uato  Samuel,  Whojjs]  he  that  said, 
Shall  Saul  reign  over  us  ?  bring  the  men,  that  we  may  put 
them  to  death.  Samuel  attended  the  army  to  eiicourage  and  ani- 
mate the  Israelites  ;  and  the  people  who  before  had  borne  the  con^ 
tempt  thrown  u/ion  Saul  without  afiy  resentment ^  noWj  charmed 
with  his  valour  and  prudence^  would  have  t/ie  offenders  all  put  to 

13  deafh.  And  Saul,  with  great  wisdom  and  clemency ^  said,  Thews 
shall  not  a  man  be  put  to  death  this  day,  we  will  not  Itcrve  a  day 
of  joy  and  triumph  stained  with  severity^  or  with  an  act  that  shall 
cause  mourning  among  the  people  ;  for  today  the  Lord,  in  great 
mercy^  hath  wrought  salvation  in  Israel,  therefore  let  us  imitate 
the  divine  compassion  aud  goodness, 

14  Then  said  Samuel  to  the  pieople,  Come,  and  let  us  go  to  Gil- 
gal,  and  nenew  the  kingdom  there.  Samuel  seized  the  opportw 
nity  to  confirm  Saul  in  the  kingdom^  and  took  the  people  to  Gilgaly 
a  place  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  Jordan^  in 
order  to  renew  the  covenant  between  Saul  and  the  people  concern- 
ing the  kingdom^  and  install  him  fmbUcly  and  solemnly  into  it, 

4  5  And  all  the  people  went  to  Gilgal  ;  and  there  they  made  Saul 
king  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal ;  and  there  they  sacriticed  sac- 
rifices of  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord  ;  they  owned  andac^ 
ceptedhimfor  their  king  by  general  consent^  and  anointed  lim  pnb* 
AJy^  (which  was  done  only  privately  before^)  and  performed  al 
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ether  tolemidtif  requintejhr  hU  inauguration  /  and  there  Saul 
and  all  the  men  of  Israel  rejoiced  greatly,  gave  God  thankufor 
their  victory^  and  the  happy  aettiement  qfthe  kingdom. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I*  \X7"^  ^3vc  in  Sauly  an  example  of  a  good  magistrate  and 
VV  ruler.  He  was  diligent  in  his  own  private  affairsy  and 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  Israel.  He  had,  in  this  instance,  cour- 
age and  resolution,  attempered  with  much  mildness.  How  happy 
is  it  when  these  good  qualities  meet !  How  well  would  it  have  been 
for  himself  and  for  Israel,  if  he  had  continued  so  ;  but,  alas  !  we 
shall  soon  see  the  contrary. 

2.  The  fear  of  God  is  the  noblest  principle,  as  it  will  make  men 
courageous,  resolute,  and  public  spirited,  v,  7.  The  fear  of  God 
fell  on  them,  and  that  induced  them  to  obey  the  king's  summons,. 
pity  their  brethren,  and  come  immediately  to  their  reliefL  Religion 
makes  men  good  subjects^  good  soldiers,  and  true  friends  to  their 
country.  Let  us  cultivate  this  principle  in  ourselves,  and  teach  it 
to  our  children,  if  we  wish  them  to  be  public  blessings  \  and  if  we 
wish  them  to  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  livesj  we  must  teach  them  to 
dove  the  brotherhood^  fear  God^  and  honour  the  king, 

3.  We  see  here,  how  fickle  the  disposition  of  mankind  isi  what 
little  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  their  applause,  and  how  little 
we  should  be  affected  by  their  contempt.  Many  despised  Saul ; 
and  many  of  those  who  adhered  to  him  saw  him  despised,  without 
resenting  it.  fiut  great  success  made  great  alterations  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  ;  no  sooner  was  he  victorious,  than^  every  one 
vas.  for  Saul,  and  against  his  enemies  ;  every  one  was  the  friend 
of  him  who  prospered  in  his  way.  This  instance,  and  many  others 
in  the  holy  scriptures,  teach  us  to  ceaeefrom  man^  and  never  to  lay 
any  stress  on  the  enjoyment  or  want  of  popular  applause,  for 
it  is  easily  gained,  and  as  easily  lost.  Let  it  be  our  ambition  to  se* 
cure  the  honour  which  cometh/rom  Godj  for  hie  loving  kindnese  i» 
better  than  life. 


CHAP.    XII. 

'^he  close  of  the  last  chapter  left  the  assembly  of  the  states  at  Gilgaly  where 
Saul  foas  made  king  by  universal  consent.  Here  Samuel  resigns  the 
government^  and  attempts  to  make  the  people  petdtent  and  religious  ; 
he  appeals  to  them  concerning  the  equity  of  his  administration^  and 
sets  before  them  their  ingratitude  ;  his  exhortations  are  enforced 
by  a  remarkable  sign  ;  and  they  are  encouraged  to  hope  in  God*s 
mercy  if  they  are  not  rebellious. 


I     AND 
JTX  unt 


Samuel  sud  unto  all  IsraeU  Belioldt  I  have  hearkened 
unto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  mid  unto  mci  and  have 
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• 

made  «king  over  you.  The  fieofile  were  tranefiorted  mth  jwp 
at  /unnng  a  king  ;  an4Jlattered  themaeiveM  that  God  vfae  fileawd 
with  their  request^  because  he  had  given  them  u  king^  and  ao  eignal 
a  victory^  Samuei  embraced  this  ofifiorttmity  to  convince  them  qf 
their  mUtakcy  and  that  tidafavouruble  circuTnatance  was  not  owing 
S  to  their  fuety  or  fioUtica,  And  now,  behold,  the  king  walketh  be- 
fore you,  to  mde  andgcrvem  you  :  and  I  am  oM  and  gray  headed» 
and  have  resigned  cheerfully^  without  envy  or  discontent  ;  andy 
behold,  my  90ns  [are]  'with  you  as  prrvaie  ficrsonsj  resfionsibie 
for  any  maladministration  :  and  I  have  walked  beibre  you  from 
my  childhood  unto  this  day,  discharged  my  place  fait/^uUy^  as  a 

3  Z,evitej  a  profihet^  and  ajudge^  Beholdi  here  I  [am  :]  witness 
against  me  beibre  the  Loan,  and  before  his  anointed  ;  fiuttiitg 
honour  upon  Saul  in  making  himself  accountable  to  him.  Then 
tiering  himself  to  be  triedy  and  his  whole  administration  examined^ 
he  desires  the  peofde  to  speak  Jreely^  without  any  check  or  rem 
straint :  Whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken  ? 
or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom  have  I  oppressed  ?  or  of 
whose  hand  have  I  received  [any]  bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes 
tberewidi,  that  I  should  not  discern  what  was  right  and  just  /  or 
dissemble^  as  if  I  <Ud  not  see  it  ?  and  I  will  restore  it  you,  and 

4  make  full  satitfaction^  And  they  said,  Thou  hast  not  defrauded 
us,  nor  of^ressed  us,  neither  hast  thou  taken  aught  of  any 
man's  hand  ;  they  acknowledge  that  he  had  been  an  upright  judge^ 
and  had  done  nothing  amiss  ;  which  they  ought  to  have  e^plauded 

5  him  for.  And  he  said  unto  them,  The  Lorp  [is]  witness 
against  you,  and  his  anointed  [is]  witness  this  day,  that  ye  have 
not  found  aught  in  my  hand.  And  they  answered,  [He  is]  wit« 
sess  ;  they  bore  this  testimony  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
king,  l^us  he  vindicated  his  own  character  and  conduct  $  show* 
ed  them  their  foUy  in  desiring  a  king  ;  gave  a  good  extmple  and  a 
us^l  lesson  to  Saul  i  and  could  more  boldly  reprove  them  when 
his  own  innocence  was  thus  publicly  acknowledged, 

6  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  [It  is]  the  Lord  that  ad* 
vanced  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  that  brought  your  fathers  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  that  set  them  in  part  of  the  land,  conduct" 
ed  them  to  Jordan,  appointed  Joshua  to  be  their  leader^  and 
promised  them  success.    He  then  gives  them  a  short  history  qf 

T  God^s  mercy  to  them,  ll^tm  therefore  stand  still,  that  I  may 
reason  with  you  before  the  Lord  of  all  the  riehteous  acts  of 

•  the  Loan,  which  he  did  to  you  and  to  your  lathers.  When 
Jacob  was  come  into  Egypt,  and  your  fathers  cried  unto  tho 
Lord,  then  the  Lord  sent  Moses  and  Aaron,  which  brought 
fcurth  your  folhers  out  of  Egypt,  and  made  them  dwell  in  Uiis 

^  place.  And  when  they  forgat  the  Lord  their  God,  he  sold 
them  into  the  hand  of  Sisera,  captain  of  the  host  of  Hazor,  and 
into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  into  the  hand  of  the  king 
of  Moab,  and  they  fought  against  them  ;  their  sin  was  the  cause 
if  all  their  calamities,  tmd  not  any  defect  in  the  government  of  their 

10  judges.    And  they  cried  unto  the  LorP)  and  said,  We  have  sin- 


46  I.  SAMUEL.    XII. 

ned,  because  we  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  and  have  served  fiaa^ 
iim  and  Astaroth  :  but  now  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  ene- 
mies,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  Such  were  their  pray  era  and 
firofwes  when  under  afflictitm.    He  then  reminds  them  of  their 

1 1  deU-verance  ;  And  the  Lord  sent  Jerubbaal,  that  i>,  Gideon^  and 
Bedan,  f/irobably  this  was  Samson^  who  was  a  man  of  Dan^)  and 
Jephthah,  and  Samuel,  and  delivered  3rou  out  of  the  hand  of 

f  2  your  enemies  on  every  side,  and  ye  dwelled  safe.  And  when  ye 
saw  that  Nahash  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon  came 
agunst  you,  ye  said  unto  me,  Nay  ;  but  a  king  shall  reig^  over 
\is  :  when  the  Lord  your  God  [was]  your  king.  They  'would 
not  Hay  till  God  raised  them  ufi  ajudge^  or  a  deHvererj  or  till  ke 

13  commanded  Samuel  to  fights,  init  would  have  a  king.  Now  there- 
fore behold  the  king  whom  ye  have  chosen,  [and]  whom  ye  have 

14  desired  !  and,  behold,  the  Lord  hath  set  a  lung  over  you.  If 
ye  will  fear  the  Lord  and  serve  htm,  and  obey  his  voice,  and 
not  rebel  against  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  for  you  •  are 
stili  on  your  good  behaviour^  then  shall  both  ye  and  also  the  king* 
that  reigneth  over  you  continue  following  the  Lord  your  God  ; 
who  will  be  your  leader^  guide^  and  protector^  and  you  shall  be  sc^fe 
and  lia fifty  under  his  care  ;  otherwise  your  efiemies  will  still  ofi^ 

\  5  firess  you^  and  your  king  will  not  be  able  to  save  you.  But  if  ye 
^i-ill  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  rebel  against  the  com* 
mandment  of  the  Lord,  then  shall  the  hand  of  the  Lord  be 

16  against  you,  as  [it  was]  against  your  fathers.  Now  therefore, 
stand  and  see  this  great  thing,  which  the  Lord  will  do  befoi^e 
your  eyes,  he  will  give  you  a  visible  demonstration  of  the  truth  of 
what  J  have  said  ;  you  shall  see  it  is  not  the  language  of  a  weak 

17  old  many  but  of  an  insfttredfirofihet.  [Is  it]  not  wheat  harvest 
today  ?  a  fine  dear  day^  when  thei-eis  no  likelihood  of  rain  ;  yet^ 

-  what  you  know  is  not  usual  at  this  season^  I  will  call  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  shall  send  thunder  and  rain  ;  that  ye  may  perceive 
and  see  tliat  your  wickedness  [is]  great,  which  ye  have  done  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  asking  you  a  king  ;  that  you  may  see 
God^s  flower  and  knowledge^  and  his  displeasure  against  youy  and 
that  he  could  as  easily  fiunish  you  as  he  did  the  Philistines  by  thun^ 
der  :  thus  you  wilt  see  your  folly  in  rejecting  him  and  his  prophets^ 
who  have  such  interest  with  him. 

\%  So  Samnel  called  unto  the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  sent  thim* 
der  and  rain  that  day  :  and  all  the  people  greatly  feared  the 
Lord  and  Samuel  ;  they  feared  lest  God  should  indeed  destroy 
(hcmj  and  that  Samuel  would  not  intercede  for  them  ;  therefore 

19  ihey  earnestly  beg  his  prayers.  And  all  the  people  said  unto 
Samuel,  Pray  for  thy  sepvants  unto  4he  Lord  thy  God,  that  we 
die  not,  /f ^  thejruits  of  the  earth  be  utterly  •  destroyed^  and  oiir 
persons  consumed  :  for  we  have  added  unto  all  our  sins  [this] 
evil,  to  ask  us  a  king,     IViey  were  not  sensible  of  this  before^  but 

*  ft  was  cnmmon  to  have  two  names,  one  of  which  wai  tafcea  £roni>the  j4<ice  Hitj.cuos 
#om,  gr  smi&c  o&hcr  remarkable  cir^uinstAnc^, 
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novf  they  are  brottght  to  repentance  and  humble  acknowledgmenCr 
of  their  guilt. 

SO  An4  Samuel  said  unto  the  people^  Fear  not :  ^e  have  dond 
fdl  this  ^wlbkedness :  yet  turn  not  aside  from  follouuig  the  Loab^ 
but  serve  the  Loin  with  all  your  hearts  ;  do  not  despair  ofre^ 

3 1  covering  the  divine  favour  :  And  this  i*  the  beat  and  otUy  way  ojT 
doing  it  ;  turn  ye  not  aside  to  idola  :  for  [then  should  ye  go] 
after  vain  [things,]  which  cannot  profit  nor  deliver  ;  &r  they 
are  vain,  mtKhievouB^  and  destructivcy  are  not  able  to  9ave  you^ 

S2  and  tnli  expose  you  to  the  displeasure  qf  God.  For  the  Lord  will 
not  forsake  his  people,  for  his  great  name's  sake,  his  honour 
vould  suffer  J  as  if  he  fvas  xmfaithfid  or  unkind  :  it  is  not  for  any 
merit  in  yoUf  but  ail  of  Qod*s  free  grace  and  mercy^  because  it 

23  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  make  you  his  people.  Moreover,  as 
for  joofij  though  I  have  been  highly  disobliged^  and  ill  regtatedy  yet 
God  forbid  that  I  should  sin  against  the  Lord  in  ceasing  to  pray 
for  you  :  but  I  will  teach  you  the  good  and  the  right  way,  IvriU 

34  pray  for  and  direct  you  as  long  as  I  Uve.  Only  tear  the  Lord, 
and  serve  him  in  truth  with  all  your  heart,  vnth  diligent  care  and 
steadfast  resotution^  otherwise  all  my  prayers  and  instruction  will 
answer  no  end  i  for  consider  how  great  [things]  he  hath  done 
for  you,  consider  his  great  goodness  in  not  rejecting  youj  but  set" 

2  5  ting  a  king  over  you.  But  if  ye  shall  still  do  wickedly,  neither 
nty  prayersy  nor  Sauts  courage^  will  be  of  any  avaUy  for  ye  shall 
be  consumed)  both  yc  and  your  king. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  "TXT  £  learn  from  hence,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  behave  in  such 
Y  V  a  manner,  as  that  we  may  be  able  to  appeal  to  God  atid 
men  for  the  integrity  and  unblameableness  of  our  conduct.  This 
should  be  the  care  of  all,  more  especially  of  those  in  superior  sta^ 
tions,  as  magistrates,  ministers  and  parents.  Let  us  herein  exer^^ 
cise  oursetvesy  to  keep  a  conscience  void  of  offence  ;  and  when  we 
come  to  review  life,  we  shall  have  comfort  m  ourselves  and  the  ap<«> 
probation  of  others.  A  good  conscience  makes  a  tnan  confident ; 
he  dares  put  himself  upon  trial,  and  challenge  all  the  world.  To 
have  the  good  word  of  our  neighbours,  that  wc  ha\'e  lived  honestly 
and  soberiy  in  the  world,  vHll  be  our  comfort  under  contempt  and 
slights  ;  which  old  people,  when  their  days  of  service  are  over,  too 
often  meet  with.  Let  our  whole  conduct  be  so  open,  fair,  and  good, 
that  we  may  be  able  at  the  close  of  life  to  say,  with  the  apostfe. 
Ye  are  witnessesy  and  God  also  is  my  witness^  how  Unblameable  I  home 
walked  among  you. 

2.  It  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves,  to  our  own  comfort 
and  usefulness,  t6  vindicate  our  reputation  and  to  keep  a  good  name. 
Samuel  knew  his  own  private  filings,  but  was  willing  his  public 
conduct  should  be  cleared  and  vindicated,  and  the  testimony  of  Israel 
to  at  gained.    This  was  very  different  from  coarting  esteem  an4 
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begging  apphuse»  As  a  good  name  is  valuable,  atid  better  than 
great  riches,  we  ought  to  be  solicitous  about  it,  -  and  endeavour 
to  roll  away  every  reproach  which  may  be  thi'own  upon  it,  to  re* 
move  every  BOspicton.  and  aspersion,  and  toJInUh  ourcoune  itdiM 
lionour,  as  well  as  witb^'oy. 
S.  Let  us  not  conclude  any  way  to  be  right  because  we  pros-^ 

Cr  in  it.  The  Israelites  had  a  king  given  them  at  their  re<itiest ; 
t  in  that  their  wickedness  was  great,  and  their  request  displeased 
God.  If  men  increase  their  fortunes  by  indirect  ways,  by  oppres* 
sion,  fraud,  smugglinj^,  gaming,  and  the  like,  it  is  no  argument  that 
these  things  are  lawful,  or  that  God  will  connive  at  them.  Prori* 
dence  may  seem  to  smile  upon  practices  which  the  law  of  God  for- 
Uds.  Therefore  let  us  look  well  to  the  principles  on  which  we  act, 
and  the  ends  we  pursue  ;  and  see  to  it  that  the  means  be  upright 
and  justifiable.  God  may  grant  our  request,  but  send  along  wkh  it 
leanness  and  a  blast.  In  his  anger  he  may  make  the  greatest /2ro«* 
Perity  (iffooU  to  destroy  them. 

4.  The  calamities  we  have  passed  through  and  the  deliverances 
afforded  us,  should  be  remembered,  to  promote  our  humiliation  and 
gratitude.  If  we  recollect  what  sins  we  have  committed,  the  dan*- 
gers  with  which  we  have  been  surrounded,  and  what  deliverers 
have  been  raised  up,  we  shall  find  that  God  has  done  great  things 
for  us  in  answer  to  our  prayers  ;  that  we  have  reason  for  humilia* 

}  tion  on  account  of  our  sins,  which  have  exposed  us  to  God's  dis- 
pleasure, and  on  account  of  our  small  improvement  of  his  favours  ; 
and  for  thankfulness  for  the  kind  appearances  of  Providence  for  us  ; 
for  God^s  prophets,  who  remind  them  of  these  things,  and  reason 
with  them  about  them  as  rational  creatures,  capable  of  thinking,  re- 
flecting, and  judging.  Let  us  never  forget  the  goodness  of  God  to 
UB  in  these  instances. 

5.  Though  men  should  disoblige  us  and  treat  us  ill,  we  are  to  do 
them  all  the  good  in  our  power,  as  Samuel  did.  We  should  abhor 
the  thought  cl  returning  evil  for  evil,  and  of  neglecting  any  method 
of  doing  good  to  those  by  whom  we  have  been  neglected  or  slighted. 
To  neglect  prayer  for  the  happiness  even  of  our  enemies,  and  those 
who  despise  us,  is  a  sin  against  God.  Good  men  are  afraid  of  sins 
of  omission,  and  christians  are  under  peculiar  engagements  to  Icve 
their  enemies^  to  blew  them  that  curse  them,  and  to  do  good  to  them 
that  desfdtrfuliy  uae  and  ficrstcutc  them  i  and  thusy  not  be  evercome  ^ 
tvilf  but  overxome  evil  vnth  good, 

^.  We  learn,  that  righteousneu  exalteth  a  nation  $  but  sin  ia  the 
Vffiroach  qfany  fieoftle.  The  drift  of  Samuers  farewell  sermon  waSt 
to  impress  this  npon  tht  minds  of  the  people  ;  to  engage  them  to 
serve  God  and  obey  his  voice.  Let  it  be  our  care,  as  Britons,  to 
obey  the  divine  law,  to  manifest  in  our  own  conduct,  and  to  promote 
in  others,  public  virtue  ;  to  serve  the  Lord  in  truth  and  righteousness. 
This,  in  the  natural  course  of  things,  secures  prosperity,  and 
obtains  the  blessing  of  heaven.  And  if  this  be  not  our  character, 
we  shall  be  consumed  ;  the  wisdom  of  our  administrations,  the 
courage  of  our  princes  and  conunanders,  will  all  be  vain ;  our  gov- 


1^^*  MrdMtriMjdift  f^  be  inevltliUe;   Thm  ^ataitt  eiOiarteA 

tM^  in^iaile^  ItM'it  will  4^  our  datf  tfnd  tmtereftt,  to  ouKivattiirac- 
tfcaTf c^l^dt^  dhd  WVi#(}S'  godfinste^  «ft  the  oiilf  way  «d'Meiire.  t^ 

t^'&^^3i^  ^ WAib  ^lAiv^x^^^^^u  arewMMm  i  bik  ifyovfofsmke 
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:  itffi  AMtUfM  i  ^buiUiretfm^mdStimuee^  refitcqf'qf kirns  th^ 


•  1  O  A\Ui  i^eigpa^' ooe' y.^lir J ; i^  wifs  /me  yei^  mnce  hc'Wt^ 

r.O'^^^'M^  ^  ^  .(<W  in  JBuBzfich  i'he  vw8ihe9cn.^  a 

ytarr^^  IkelMrew^  the  day  qf  Ms  inmsgupoiUn  .Mig  pm^ 

^^  \iM«r«rf^«f  kis  ffirth  tfoy ;  Wl  yf\i^n  he  had  reign^  two  year» 

!  9'OTeK  Iimel;  Stal>  choae  him  three ihouund  (ixifoj  of  Israel  ; 

•  fiwkcrcof}  ti^  Ihcmaaad  ^ivj^re  wtth\3at)l  ki  Michiaaah  and  in 
ntocot  B^heif  imd^ar  f licrtia^nd  li^c^e  with  jomitlukn  in  Gibeiih  of 

.  Bfeiqiimii;»  «9d^j!!et|t.0f  Ibepe^elMs^nteverf  mantoU^ 
v   tcM|f)^Ai«^ 'pfet$rw^^iemsf^M^ guards aa^ii^kfep the  cotmtrf 
riH\iiiaeem     ■  -  ;•. 
d:  :  Ani  ieftathaa  amotf  ihe  ci^rrison  of  the  nuUatimM  that  IvruJ 

•  iiir  Gfkiki  and  the  PhUistiees  beard  {of  it.}    And^  Saul  blew  the 
•  timmpei  threvghout  idl  ib«  land*  aayiUBi  t^t  the  Hebrews  hear* 

1 Tki4i9'HitJhr$i  tirfU  ve  read  of.Jimaihany  mkqee  thqractervfOM 

vetff  ^anhUe^  Hff^u  a  narrht^  attd  a  friend.    TJumgh  the  PkiSe^ 

%    •  tine%  ■'Wfije  emMAed  fy  Sctmueli\  fet  tkey  etiU  kcfii-  eomegarfiwone^ 

"  'The.Jbrei'0ett'Sortdthei:<mntry  wm  iogetfioiiem&noftHeee^ 

.  -'.AnfOhen  ktglm^    The  FhUUtmee  deeiaredwar  r-qikl  ^siui  eent 

:  fneaM§er^.9hremth:h9%LH  t^  klfifff^  thtm  <^thte  vktory^for  their 

-  HKmai»gtmp^4^iommmensh^mfO:Gilgalj' vhere-^^^ 

'  A  ttfi^Maidtt  rendez^iome.    And  aU  larael  heard  8ay>  [that}  Said 

: kai  ia^n  i:  garriMd.of  the  Pbilietiiiesv :  and  [thai}  laracl  alto 

,    -wait^d^jxttidwiBiiiiatipn  with  the  Philiatinea.    Aad  the  peojple 

-   *  were  called  tatelfatf  afUr  Said^  Gilgal. 

« if^c  A3id.te.Phiibtiiu:&:^;itfLbtoMl  theoeelvea  tiigetber.  U>.ftght 

L  >.:*«th<ienMlk:thtity  ihetotand  ohafiM^*  mi  ^u&  ^umid  ^Qne* 

; I j:taa^ mS paapk^iPi thd san^ which  [ia]-ao  d|»tM&i|haife inmttl<* 

dtiide  :  and  thcf  xanft npi nhdpi^iphed in  IVfichuyiahy  eastward 

.'   •fi»ii?Jkf&ai%iu.    ..* 

-«♦:.;  ilYhenitlliB  gftjj^^Wr^^  -l^AtrfiW  F*iw(e,«f^*irt,  ;iaw 
tnat*  they  were  in  a  strait^  (for  the  people  Were  greafk/  terri* 
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'    ,^  014  dittreased)  then  dtepeofriedMUfelheii^^ 

^    and  in  ttiickett,  anid  in  rockS)  and.  in  high  places^  and  in  piu  ^ 

thi»  fMBi  very  cowardly^  conmdcring  thdr  late  wcccm  agaimt  thf: 
'7  Amsmamtu.    And  [some  e£\  the  Hebrews  went  vver  Jcnndan  \f 

the  land  of  Gad  and  Gilead,  eastward,  the  JPkUUtinee  vere  in  thi 
'  iM«r.    As  for  Saul  he  [wasj  yet  in  Gilgidy  and  aU  the  people 

followed  him  trembling  at^keMghi  qfewk  aprodigiotu  army, 

bffore  them. 
I      And  he  tarried  seven  days,  according  f6  tht  wet  time  that  Sattf^ 

uel  [had  appointed*]  fch,  x.  8.)  but  Samuel  came  not  to  Gilgal 

tiil  toward  the  latter  evd  ^the  tcvtnth  day  ;  and  the  people  were 

scattered  from  him,  when  they  eaw  Samuel  did  not  come  to 

*  a  ,Tise  on  this  dofigerou*  situation.    He  delayed  his  eomk^  M  tht 
'  9  last  day,  to  try  SauCeJmth  andfiatience.    And  Saul  said»  Bhng 

hither  a  burnt  offering  to  DMi  and  peace  offerings.    And  he 

10  offered  the  burnt  offering.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  as  soon  as 
he  had  made  an  end  of  offetiAg  the  btimt  offeringi  and  before  he 
began  to  offer  the  peace  cfferfng,  behold^  Samuel  camO  ;-and 
Sail  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  that  he  might  saltxte  him* 

11  And  Samuel  said,  What  hasC  thou  done  t  An  erpreuten  ^f 
concern  and  resentment  fir  his  diMobedkne'e  to  God^s  orders.  AM 
Saul  said,  Because  I  saw  that  the  peopYe  wefeseartered  from 
me,  and  [that]  thou  earnest  not  within  the  days  ajiipointed,  and 

* '     [that]  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves- together  at  MBch^ 

13  mash  ;  Therefore  said  I,  the  Philistines  will  come  dowar  liow 

upon  me  to  Gllffal,  and  I  have  not  made  supplication  utoto  the 

\  .  ''     Lord  :  I  forced  myself  ther'efore,  and  offened  k  biinlt^fferii%. 

Saul' here  makes  a  very  poor  exciut.  He  saw  hie  toldlers  dnert* 
ingy  and  afiprehended  that  Samuel  might  be  prevented  from  torn' 
ing  /  he  therefore  ventured  to  offer  a  sacrifice,  though  much  against 
hit  own  inclination,  lest  the  enemy  should  come  and  att^k  them  bC' 

'  fore  he  had  made  suppHcatian  to  God.  The  burnt  sfisings  were- 
attended  with  prayer,  they  were  a  kind  qf  hunAl&- sUfiptication. 

IS  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  by  his  prophetical  otttharity^  -Thou 
hast  done  foolishly  :  thou  hast  not  kept  the  coirnnandment  of 

**     the  Loan  thy  Cod^  which  he  comnanded  thiSe-;  ir  was  mm  my 

•  command,  but  the  command  (^Jehovah,  that  thou  skouUsiw^it  fir 
^     me  :for  now  would  the  Loan  hare  established  tliy  fcingiloni  Apon 

.  Israel  for  cvtrr,#Aaf  is^  fir  a^  long  time,  as  tke^mot^qftmsigm^es^ 

l^  so  long  as  thou  and  thy  postsfity  shall  €onitimt$,-  But  now  thy 

iin^dtmi  shall  not  Gontimie^lAyJ^c@Mf^-.-  itiaLoMlhatii  sought 

hkn  a  man  after  bis  own  heart,  kutd  the  Loltnih«(iM:oin]ftnded 

bin)  {to  be]  capt^n  over  his  peopley  beMiso  thMf  least  aotiiLept 

.    •  [that]  which  the  Loan^ eomaaAftdtd  tfaee.^      i*  i    <       -     -* 

15       Am!  Ssimuel  arose,  and  gat  him  up  from-<Ml|{iI  i&toGibeah 

of  Benjamin  :  and  tS^nil  numbertd:  che'pe^te  [thkt  were]  pr«s* 


.r 


•  tyuM  WM  only  a  conditional  thmtcainc :  (^od  would  do  ao.  if  he  waa  n«t  aort  flbtdu 

-  mt  ioi*  %hp  facttfr  \  and  iSiis  uffcan  ty  SamtieiS  xoinr  aionf  wkh  him.to  )u»  plMCLoCaSod*. 

)H  nad  rTiartfcd  livl  with  iictiuir  fnol:sKl« ;  thii  niitht  iMwebeeufrvrglvco;  bdt  in  ch  vr-St 

-^>6.  wr  K'ld hr yas ubsulardf  rej .ued  for. dUsoHdIfOCC  I  M)4  tf  tketc  charftd,  ivot  oid^ wtt« 

fuUf,  L-4:p^tampftlotiarebd]toik  «     '        * 
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'I  •  txii  ^tfi  "Km,  about  SIX  buibdrccj'inen ';  fheie  had  neiij^er  rtoordM  [ 
nor  9fieari  uith  theniy  only  bowsy  or  iHrigiy  or  chcbs  ;  the  rev  qf[ 

fB  Mm  tonifiany  hodjledforfiar^  v.  6,'?.  *  And  Satal,  and  Jonathan* 
hh  ton,  and  the  people  [that  wcrcl  jpeseht  ''^'*^.  them,  abode  in^ 
Gibeah  of  Benjainin  :  bxit  the  Philistines  encamped  in  Mich-^ 

IT  mash.  And  the  spoilers  came  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philis-* 
tbi^stn  three  companies;  one  company  turned  unto  the' vay* 

!•  [that  leiuictb  to]  Ophrah,  unto  the  land  oiShual :  Antd  another; 
company  turned  the  Way  [<o]  Acthhonm  :  and  anotkcr  com- 

*  pany  turned  [tqj  tbe  -way  of  the  border  that  looketh  to  the  va!-' 
Icy  of  Zebbim  toward  the  wildBrnesa  i  the  PhiUatinei  terit,  out' 

ff  three fiartie*  to  ravage  the  country.    Nbw  the  retucn  nvhy  they' 
».  .  mtuk  tbcee  inroad^  ao  easily  vm*  ^^^  tbene  was  no  smith  found 
'throughout  all  the  land  of  Israel :  for  the  Philistines  said,  Lest 
40  the  Hebrews  make  [th&m]  sVords  or  ^p^ars  :  But  all  the  Israel- 
ites went  down  to  the  Philistines,  to  sharpen  every  man  his 
21  abare,4^id:hi8  coulter,,  and  hi^asK)  and  Uft-n^^         T^tthex 
,    had  a  fi]6  fpr-  the  mattocks,  loid  for  the  coulters,  and;  for  tfie 
forks,  and  for  the  axes,  and.  to  sharpen  the  goads,  v^hen  they 
were  grown  blunt  ^  that  they  might  be  Jit /or  agriculture.     There 
VfoafUenty  of  brase  and, iron  in  Canaan^  but  they  were  forced  to 
tZ  wtrkiat  the  FM&stinte*  f&rgee.    So  it  came  to  pass  in  the  day  ti 
'   liattle^iHat  there  was  neither  sword  nor  spear  found  in  the  hand 
I    pfany  of  the  pepple  that  [  weire]  with  Saul  and  Jonathan :  but  With 

•  SAul~and  with  Jonathan  his  son  was  there  found.  Tomtroduct 
^%  the  utory  in  the  next  chafiter^  it  ie  here  added^  And  the  garrison 
...   joi  the  Philistines  went  out  to  the  passage  of  Michmash,  /Ad/ 

-  ihey  might  hinder  them  from  attacking  the  garrieon  ;  here  they 
'    /lay  in  a  toftvenbent  fiata^  and  \vcre  ready  to  attack  the  HaraeUtfa  if 
_-     they  ventured  out.  1;   5 


REFU;CTIONS. 
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1.  ^X  7"  £  see  how  lU  men  sometimes  judge  for  t^emselvesi*  and 
.  V  V  to  what  straits  they  are  brought  when  they  will,  have 
their  own  way,  and  notfbUowthe  leadings  of  Providence.v  Th^  Is- 
raelites would  not  h9ve  God  and  Samuel  to  govern  them  ;  they 
thought  a  king  wmild. do  wonders  ;  that  nothing  could  stand  before 
bim.  But  here  w^  see  them  in  a  wretched  situation,  fiytng  and  tr^m* 
bling,  under  great  dread  and  slavery.  Samuel  had  no  need  of 
auch  weapons  as  swords  or  spears ;  thunder  and  lightning  had  be^ 
his ;  from  which  eveh  their  kio^  could  not  save  them«  Now  they 
saw,  or  might  have  seen,  their  vain  confidence.  They  needed 
God's  help  m  much  as  before.  Mfty  w^  learn  to  truat  in  the  ^rd 
with  all  our  heartay  and  not  lean  to  Q$ir  of^m  underatandinga.^ 
•  2.  We  learn,  tliat  all  breaches  of  the  divine  commands  are  fo^y, 
and  siidi  as  nothing  will  excuse  for.    Saul  woyld  be  thought  very 

*  TMs  wM  dorlm;  their  opp'MsIoB  in  Uie  times  of  the  joJfes.  {i  Kinft  bx'^t.  i\.  Judltt 
V.  S.)    Fort  ena  <Ai|if>ed  iim  Romans  by  CTreiutri  to  Me  &•  iron  but  for  tUi  ige.     .     /  . 


IfUdieolr  is  fQcw^iftg  hb  8o|di||r^{tom.  dey^rtim  in 

fJKr  be  disobefQ4  G<>df^  comig'anicmie&t.    M^Xf^nimi^^  -^Inih 
t^^l3iiselTe9  ymi  mi^  }>pU^  wM^^  they  9Pt  coptji^  tp  Uic^l^'?!  of 

to, fuM^tulp, grayer,  pr  aigr  jaff^pxsil  pprft)rpi«><>5»f  Of,  eein^g^^ 
wa  .they,  PRlv,  ^M^^^^ 


L'. 


w  yyl'yll '    t  Ct 


=  •"•■GBAf;  .,X|V,  • .  •  ■•■  - 

We '  Utid  ii{  m ■  mifHifl'  W  ^f§&ltfi '  6/  Jmif^n^  itk^Sf^-^iOni^ 
•  ipuMuWMh  asf€n<i€dtk.h  Jindthau  dnft^ihc/ieppie.  -  "^-  ^'"^^-^ 

I  •■#  *f  *    '  ■■  ■   't  •   •    *  t  '-^  t  *i    I      *♦       '^       ^^     ■* 

';!  l^iQ.W  it  umcs  torpai^  upon  a^^afr  tbat  jDnat}ftn;tii«.-94tt 

i  J:  CUime  and  let  us  go  over  ta  ihfe  PhiQttbikM , nfriMOf'  tbst<(is] 
r.  ba  the-Stheii  side  thtLVQiUxf^ .  But  he  told  ool  hh  f aftbor^  it^  Atf 

\9r  h(^.Kigijidr(d£9nvf^ama^  tofighi  the  6nemi^>:Jia:id  Saritarried 

.   '  tn  -th#.  uttermost  part  pf  Gibeahimdpr  a'pomegraraiib^tvee'wbicb 

'  V   t>^]^i&  NBgroO)  vfhtvt  M  had  /ufche<f  M:  tvnt. :  and  tha  pcfcple 

p  that  [were]  with  him  [were]  about  sixhmuiTtclvittoivv  And 

Ahiab  the  son  of  Ahitub,  Ichabod's  brother,  the  son  of  Phin^hasy 

the  son  of  EU,  the  Lo&o's-pfiest  in  ShUphy  wearing  an  ephodi 

end  the  ark  aUo  wa^  there."  And  the  people  knew  not  that  Jonn 

4  ^athai^  was  gpne^  0$  he  went  qwcu^  in  the  r^i^ht.  .  And  J>tttR|e^th( 

^^k^siges^ty  which  Jonathan  sought  to  go  over  unto  tfiflMP^lis^^ 


.j*^  ,^'thiH,    *? he  forefixmt  of  the  one  [wasj  situate  northwaj^ 

•    /otrer  against  Michinashj  and  the  other"  $o^|fljmafd^ovcra^^ 

|*|fiL;t)ibe5iRr   Ai^d  Jonathan;  said  to  the  yornii^  man  ^at  baye  Hi 

!   .  ftrinqar,Coiiae,atiJletusgooveruntbtheg^ 

^    '  ^ufncised,  v>ho  are  's^ranger^  (0  the  ecvenfikf  uf  &od  ;  itih^  Bit 

that  the  Lord  wjH  work  tor  us  t  for  "^therc  fsj  no  restraint  to 

.  t^e  Lqrd  to  save  by  mar^  or  bj^  few  ;  it  is  eftcalh/  ^asy^  to  Arl 

♦*T  almighty  fiotfer.    And  bis  armourbearer  said  unto  bini)  Do-  all 

ihat-[is]  in  thine  heart  t  turn  thee  ;  behold)  f  [am^  with  the^ 

.      according  to  ^hy  bei^  J  am,  rcfotvetfnottofirsflke  thee^  bfitke 

'  9  txp€ditio$^  vtftT  <a  httzardm.    Then  said  Jonatbi^  Bekald^  Wf 


i..«»nj»- .ijtgr,t 


g4  hM^MUth. ' '  5rt^-I 

*  ^ficsti  Wftfcciraw.llune  hand,    Hf  »r<#itf *?Hi  inm  nSJutf  ^ 

*  '  c6nfanmik"tht  'PAitittthe  hbH  >.  tciid}rt9ohidtocrm  ifrimedi^hu 
^'  tt>^>ittr»u^  iA^m. '^Tiltit  h^  at  onct  iUtc^veriedltm  k^fiotj^stf  kw 

S»'flri^faneneh:  '  Afi«  S^nllndiUrtliepecifKfNaff^ett]^^^  lUm 
^'"assembled  thetn^dres, and  tfve/  cathe.to  tfteBittle  t  a»ft, bdiold* 
'•'cyery^  man*»  s'^ord'was  against  his  fiHIowV  [and  thcit /Ihiil  a 

3^  Vwr  gteaj  discom^Uxrc.*  M9feoy«»;iifc  ifcbreWs  [ihtq  #erc 
« " %ith  th«i Philistine^'  before  that ri?ne,Vhidhwcnt tip "vHtli tistwt 
f'  fitfli  the  canm  tfitetii  fhe  country^  i^hdlbb^,  cveii  they  alaot 
*;  </r*)pr  through  fiar  eir -crnnfrnMoti^  Xtornedt]  X^ht  WHK  tiiei&^el- 

^  j^es  that  [werel  '^tK  Saul  and  Jonathan.  Likewise  all  the  tikcn 
*•  of  Istael^hWi  had' hid  themsdves  in  tfiminf  !6phra!xn,  X^^^fl^ 
^^  tkey  heardthat  the  Philistines  fled»  even  they  aIiM>  feli^N^laffd 
^'^vS^fjc  them  ip  the  battle  ;  the  cSv^dfy'J^eMtei  c'oJi^te  trOt^iheir 

^'ltbU$  gnd'hidingftlacei^  andfetl  i^fim  t&t  Jb/ihf'  enemy, '  '9b  the 
•^'^Jakiy  AvW'liraeT  that  day  :  arid/tl^tAtTe  paisedot^  ifcto 

^'' mht^oH^a^  iff  the  Lord.  •  '    .:-  f-"':  ;  ?.  •    i      ..     y  i -j 

W  '  ,  Ancl  the^tnen  of  i?ncl  were  distressed  t&i'  dSjr  ««M  '^"tef^fr 
« ^txndfccin'tneia^ilftfrmydnt  of  itrofter  food  for  HJ^iiiment :  fbr-S^nl 
'«'* -had  adjtlred  the  p^le,  saying/  €4^  ^bfejfth^  man  tkit  '«at* 
•^  edi  [any]  fo6d  iiAtil  evening,  thiBt  I  may  lie  av«nged'^  iftine 
^-enQmies  :'  Hi' hltmyay deckrodm mfume  if'XJod^  that  the  \nM 
'^'^'9him!d  Be'fturtO  d^h  ^ho  sfayedfo  tdfkrarh 'fbM  :  a  rd^ihnd 
S9  fooSsh  oitn'-:  -so  15<i6e  of  the  people  tasted  tinyllbod:'  -iter  aU 
^'  tthcyon-^^e  kndeaftie  to  a  wood;'  ahd't!£el^  Was h<MieyHibctf 
•'^'  'the  grouhd  t'  mherii  holhw  tree,  vr  a  el^  »  thi  f^^-fat  qf 
^*'honeyi  n^ck fell  bn  the  ground;  so  tUdt  the' land' flowed  iuUh  it. 


ji 'Arid  whprt.thc  people  were  comfe.Thtp  tg^woddi  bdi*Mj 
**'. ^oncy  dtoppeB ;  but  nio  xxxan  pi>t  Wrf'han# ib  ids  niottb  :'for 
^T  the  people  feared  the'oath.  But  'Jonathan* 'hViaitl  not  WhcH'hit 
^""^ther  changed  the  people  with  ^e. oate '^  whctefcri  fc*  put 
/orthvthe.end  of  the'rbd  that  [was)  ii)  his  Hand,  and  d^yped  It  in 
''"  an  honeyCQThbv  and' put  his  hand  'to  hit  motith^ ;  he  igncrantfy 
'^  transgressed  this  dbsnrd-iaw^  and  vdth  tht  eHdOf^ofieatgMi^red 
*'^"ufi  some  hoheyj  and  eat  it ;  and  his  eyes  w^C'  enlightened  ;  ke 

•  vfas  refreshed  and  invigomtedy  his  sfdnts  drtd  sirifngth  'tbtre're* 
2fl  stored,  and  his  eyes  brightened.    Then  answel^d  one  of  thepeo- 

pre,t  ai)d  AaM,  Thy-fither  stndtty  charged  the  people  WiOf  an 
'^  oath^  saypg,  Cursed  [be]  the  m^n  'that  tsUStA  [any]  fbod  Hiit 
'•    dav.    And  the  peiople  were  feint,  so  that  they  ebkld  notftu^sbe 

*  •  Aeiri^ictory  so  vigoTottsfy  and  effectttally,  ai  ofhermse  they'ndght 
i?  have  dpney  yetfbredore  to  take  aiiff  food.  'Then  sAid  JoMthalAf 
-'^  My  fetbef  hath  trdubted  the  land  :  see,  I  fray  you,'how  flUne 
^  '-eyes  haVc  been  enligfttenedi  beckuse  Imted  i  UtUe  of  ^t 

i^iroi»e.aaocbcraaUi(  (Mir  ^otal«^iK«»d  tenor.  ."      * 


t.SAMUEL.    XIV^  5A 


» ,  tpd^t  ol  the  s|HMil  of  tjbeir  .eneimen  "vhicb  thcyibuAd?  fcr^had 
J  ,^  th^ipe,  apt  >cf|n  ;b9(w,,j|  ^ki^h  0tp9\tX  dJWffclcr  aman^  the  Bldliii 

J'    more  txectUipnamqng  tJfi^rm. ^  .  ••    .  •  *  .  . \    ■ 

zt     j^^thcy  :«^M^^tbe  PbiUUl^a  thai-dayr  fttmL  Miebaash,  to 

.     iSi}ai«Q>  $^^ ^0  their  own. bQTdtr^:  fUd  the  people,  o«^  r^ 

S(m^ijQoUkhproldlnHon^  yr^Vf^  y^ry  fUllt,'  0r.%sr,voii&;  htspejiuth 

^%  wefi  {them  J^fAer.    A^d  t^e  pe^e  flcJr  upon  the  apcdU  and 

/    to^jk ,  ^cjepy  aad  J93^e|^.  aad  calves,  aod  aletw  [them]  en  the 

V    jf^uii^,:  and  the  pf(4i>pl9.()vle|it  [theml  ^^U).  t(ie  blQody.tfftArr 

fff^  or  AaffdrefMedy.  (Contrary  f»  jthe  lam  4ifMo9U  :  /^'«  iwwin  rA» 

^  enemng  when  thqf.  r^tum^d  Jhm  the  Mlmightct. ;  Thea  they,  that 

I  iiif  9ome  who  weren^econi^fipuwu^  than^ihettei^  toU  Saulf  aay- 

iDgi  Beholdy  the  peopk  sm:agam»  ia'lhatlhey  eift 

^th  the  blbb4.    Aod  h^  milt  T^  have  tnoKgrcaeedi  roll% 

.gies^  stone  imtome  thU d^yi  A9  ^.the  ietMLuim^.thai  their 

94  M9o^  mtof  fjtm /rim  them,    .A|id;S^uI  dkMkd  A^  ^fifgreJagive 

notieg  tf  thie,  un4^  sa]|}»  0|8pe;^.|roni9tfaee^  tiiiolbig'&Q  peoplet 

^  mF  vioto  thw^slSims  «ir.  hitber  ttery:  miii  bis  oxt  and 

every  XB^  h{a..al^ep»aaidi^[(h^lbie'i$»and^ieat^and  sin 

.     '^ti^gaiait  th^  tfU»|Q  ««(««  witb  the  blood  :  ;AM  all  tb^ 

peqpl.e  iiTOgbt  eyef7  ^aiKi^  h^ 

[them]  there.  ..•.■<•/*•  > 

as      And  Sattl  bmlt.an  ijtar  Wto  tberLotD^  i«  i^fir:MU!rifke  aH* 

give  thanke  :  t^e  s^im|  wan.  the. first  altat.thAt be  biptt  mtto  the 

;    Lo&pi  9r»  at  »  thejn^pn^  thai  he'begeait^^hu^i  Jkn  hedtd^not 

'.   JInUh  iff  ^eing  mjof^ gr^  d:f»urry  :  tld9'Wa9jaMAer.mdemE»  ^f 

^  }d%  fu^ct  ^  Qod  ei^  Am  wor9f4f$.    Aal  Setf  ;.A«lk  Let  n^  fP> 

j,    49^  allien  the  ^b^^tiiQ^i^  by  msbt|..apd:apoi]:  them  umiL  ibe 

•.^.  2^osl^|;lkg  light,  a^  kl  na  not^  lam  a  man  \o£  tbem«.  lUfing 

-i  js$id,p%wlMiio^^  .l^bistiiaeid.tbe 

priest.  Let  iia  draw  near  hither  unto  God  ;  the.ihim  Mlv^r* 
^'  pig  ^pd'efiflfi^^'rQr'^jfa^^^m^  ^KMd'hg9^Mnn90L  coiid^ 
43^^  eel  qfGpd.  Apd  »k«A  eabedqoswtii  of  GMt.  Sltfb Lyedewn 
.  ;  aft^  tberPbUu»nf^  l:yh^  ^m  ^fUMtJOgm  jittol&ebend  of 
...^  Israel  rB«j^ra^»Wii!adbiAiiectlMiidi9^  sM$^4h9m 

M     A9d Si^9)jlMi^>P^^ Joe  iiearlaiber»4l >tbeilBbie£itf tfs^eu 

.    Pk;  jp4J^Krir>ac4  n^  mkfmki  ihiai.*ani  batb:.baeft<ahaavday». 

]i9  which  h§f^Jfimil»4.<^^  ForteaJthaLoa* 

>..Uvetb9  whUh  aavfth  If!}^  tNwgb  it.be ta^  lonaibaH.imF  aoo, 

be  shall  surely  die.    But'Ctbere  was]  not  a  asM  etrioog^atlktbe 

40  people  Ctbat]  answered  him.    Then  said  he  unto  all  laraeU 

Be  ye  on  one  aide,  and  I  and  Jonathan  my  aon  will  be  on  the 

^Oeraide.    And  the  paepie  8«M  «n^  Sml,  JDe  what  aaemelb 


j»  r/iXMUfli;; -Xfv:; 

4ftiiliftaii  jkirt  the iplriylir MtfMdw;  <'AM  8«tf4M/tlM El^be-* 
Gcdfiemdned  thUy  to  dUeaocr  SSu^k^h^^mhfimdlOa  WTfear 

l.jibda  hast  dimp  Aait  4«M«ttlitfalii^ 


-  <• 


n.  Saii^-SlnaiiMMClkaidhywMiiiM 

^-^  one  iMfr ;iifcliif  }mtffBBi  lb  «ief IM^oii^l  feFM^iate  ^i^ght 

to  their  own  place.  .•^i >.iJ  r^nodj^ 

«r .  -^fti  flMd-ti«*  the  fciiqjaMA  ol«r  frtifen-<*<i  ^'ifaWtilWV^w^ 

*    woh^*OT^1l0i«M^«^flna^ft|;itint^8dlM9*W>t^  fMHKS^ntt 

r   Hie  Vag^4MAlik(i6yrta^mtMt^4^^  ViaM 

.*  tliii^rte«M«wR^rt»awhiti((^Mo^ 

M.-'lwfai^>S»r  Aivrftf*  •  An*  litf'.'tfllMeri^  ilkf1ltefi;^Air«AM»  the 
'.  tAiMdekUeS;  aiid4Mlm*»I»ifo«irtf«mlBW 

a-:-  Am  tt  iMI{lieiMiibJI»  ««iPld^«MMlM'flr^i^^e)fe  >  tK 

t  /  «£«hii*e  i»a>>>eiM»3ttii^^ 

o  tthd^MhM  0r^«»^lj^liiF#^M9i'littV{t^  iA&  of 

51  Neri  S«ttl*8  wdp.    And  Xiih  [was]  the  fioher  of  SiAi')^ted 

i»<)M  )ha  Hterfidi^ AbiMK|>Nuq«irMffotf>Jniil^3 A«^  tbeK 

,vfi!Miite«mffcrrilgdiiMR]ii4^ 

•  ;  ; .  ?J  :  .r  rr:    ^-^  ^'*   '  "^-  ^•''*  ^  ^-"^  »'^-"  *'*^  '*"'  ^  •  ** 
ii:-> L'j^i  ^^-iv  0 J  .  i;fi8  jj.i; fci*t  9:qo9q ^-iJ  L5/*    .^bii  n.-tie 
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REFLECTIONS* 

I.  XXT^  may  infer  hence,  that  the  ahtiig|^ty  power  of  God 
V  V  should  be  an  encouragement  to  his  people  under  every 
difficulty.  Jonathan  encouraged  himself  by  the  cofliideraticH),  that 
not/ung  vfoa  too  hard/or  God,  When  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  un- 
dertaking services  to  which  Providence  calls  ua,  we  should  not  des- 
pair because  our  strength  is  small.  Though  the  friends  of  God  and 
religion  are  few  in  number,  and  their  enemies  very  numerous,  yet  he 
18  able  to  make  them  victorious.  Let  us  firmly  believe  this,  "and 
apply  it  in  every  particular  circumstance.  Let  us  cheerfully  rely 
upon  the  power  of  God  ;  this  will  be  likely  to  silence  vain  feara^  ta 
rtdse  ufi  the  hands  that  hang  dovm^  and  animate  all  our  petitions. 

2.  When  God  hides  his  face  from  us,  and  denies  an  answer  toour 
prayers,  we  should  inquire  the  cause.  Saul,  as  little  as  he  knew  o€ 
religion,  saw  the  necessity  of  this.  Let  us  find  out  where  the  sim 
lies  ;  and  then  we  may  be  assured  that  God'a  kandis  not  shortenedi 
that  he  cannot  Mve^  nor  hia  ear  heavy  that  he  cannot  hear.  But  our 
iniquities  will  sefiarate  betvfeenua  and  God  ;  and  if  we  desire  our 
prayers  should  be  heard,  we  must  avoid  sin,  and  put  it  away  fromk 
us  ;  for,  if  we  regard  inigidty  in  our  hearta^  the  Lord  milnot  hear  uaj 

3.  Wc  may  leam  from  the  -whole  of  this  chapter,  what  a  mis- 
erable creature  he  is  who  hath  no  rule  over  his  own  spirit,  what- 
ever dignity  and  eminence  he  may  arrive  at  in  the  world.  Let  men 
of  rash  and  hasty  spirits  see,  what  a  wretched  figure  even  a  king  of 
Israel  made,  when  under  the  influence  of  such  a  temper.  What  ai 
mixture  of  jarring  passions  was  there  in  his  heart !  these  made  hin^ 
a  terror  to  himself.  What  a  mixture  of  religion  and  hypocrisy  t 
asking  advice  of  the  Lord,  and  stopping  in  the  middle  of  the  service  s 
calling  the  priest,  then  restraining  him  ;  making  a  rash  oath,  and 
kee[Hng  it ;  swearing  in  a  most  unbecoming  manner,  and  acting; 
like  a  fury  who  had  lost  humanity  and  all  natural  affection.    May 

'  we  all  leam  to  govern  our  passions  and  appetites,  and  to  guard  our 
tempers,  that  nothing  rash,  inconsiderate  orrevengeful  be  found 
in  them.  Especially  should  those  who  know  themselves  to  be  nat- 
urally warm  and  hasty,  be  careful  to  set  a  double  watch  over  the  doora 
of  their  lips.  It  would  have  been  much  more  for  Saul's  honour  to 
have  governed  his  passions,  than  to  have  conquered  the  Philistines^ 
for,  as  Solomon  observes,  Frov.  xvi.  32.  He  thatiif  alow  to  anger 
ia  better  than  the  mighty :  and  he  tfuU  nUcth  hia  own  spirit  than  he  tha$^ 
taketh  a  city. 


CHAP.    XV.    1—23. 

We  have  here  SauPa  cxfiedition  against  the  Jlmalekitea  ;  and  the  sen* 
fence  which  Samuel fiasaed  ufion  himjorhia  fiartiality  anddisobedi* 
ence  ;  after  this^  Sanniel  executes  Jigag^  and  retires  from  Saul, 

I  O  iV  M  U  £  L  also  sakl  unto  Saul,  The  Lobd  sent  me  to  anoint 
O  thee  [to  be]  king  over  his  people*  over  Israel ;  u^QW  thcfe* 
Vox..  IIL  H 


i8  *    1  SAMUEL.    XV. 

fore)  hearken  thou  UBto  the  voice  of  the  words  of  the  Lord.  Sam^ 
uel  remmd9  him  of  the  great  obligation  he  fvaa  under  to  Gody  that  he 
wight  be  more  aigeful  and  cheerful  in  obeying  his  commands^  and  not 

S  run  into  farther  errors.  ThussaiththeLofisofhosts,  wAoAa«a» 
absolute  coikmand  over  universal  nature^  and  is  the  disfioser  (fail 
creatures  and  ail  events^  I  remember  [that]  which  Amaiek  did 
to  Israel)  how  he  laid  [wait]  for  him  in  the  way^  when  he  came 
-  3  up  from  Egypt)  (Exodus  xviL  8-— 16.)  Now  go,  and  smite 
Amaiek)  and  utterly  destroy  all  that  they  have)  and  spare 
them  not ;  but  slay  both  man  and  woman)  infant  a^  sucklifig) 

4  ox  and  sheep^  camel  and  ass.*  And  Saul  gathered  the  people 
together,  and  numbered  them  in  Telaim)  two  hundred  thousand 
footmen,  and  ten  thousand  men  of  Jadah.  Judah  is  distingtdshed 
because  it  v}as  the  royal  tribe.     It  fuid  the  firiviUge  qf going  firsts 

%  and  the  Messiah  was  to  come  out  of  it.  And  Saul  came  to  a  city 
of  Amaiek)  to  the  chief  city,  where  the  king  resided,  and  laid 
wait  in  the  Valley. 

€  And  Saul  said  unto  the  KeniteS)  most  probably  by  Samuels 
direction,  GO)  depart)  get  you  down  from  among  the  AmalekiteS) 
lest  I  destroy  you  with  them  :  fer  ye  showed  kindness  to  all  the 
children  of  Israel)  when  they  came  up  out  of  Egypt. f  So  the 
Kenites  departed  from  among  the  Amalekites  ;  some  into  the 
rocky  part  of  the  country,  see  J^/ltmb,  xxtv.^  31*.  the  others  into  the 
tribe  of  Judah  s  for  we  read  <f  them  afterward  under  tite  name  qf 
Rechabites, 

i  And  Saul  smote  the  Amalekite»  froah  Havilah  [until]  thou 
comest  to  Shur)  that  [is]  over  against  Egypt)  through  their 
whole  country  ;  but  some  qfthem  escaped,  fot  we  read  of  them  af-^ 

i  terward  in  DofvidU  time.  And  he  took  Agag  the  king  of  the 
Amalekites  alive,  and  utterly  destroyed  all  the  people  with  the 
edge  of  the  sWord)  ail  that  came  in  their  way,  ch,  xxvii  8.  xxx.  1  • 

9  But  Saul  and  the  people  spared  Agag,  either  out  affooHsh  piiyj 
or  carvetousness,  thinking  to  get  a  large  ransom  for  him,  and  also 
kept  the  best  of  the  sheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fatling^^ 
and  the  lambs^  and  all  [that  was]  good,  such  as  money,  jewels, 
^c.  and  would  not  utterly  destroy  them  :  but  every  thing  [thai 
was]  vik  and  refuse)  not  worth  keeping,  that  they  destroyed  ut-^ 
terly,  SatU  was  the  chief  counseUor,  and  all  the  people  agreed  to 
do  this  to  eifrich  themselves  thereby, 
f  0  Then,  before  Saul  returned  from  his  expediHon,  came  the 
i\  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel,  saying.  It  repenteth  me  that  I 
have  set  up  Saui  [to  be]  king  :  for  he  is  turned  back  from  fol-» 
lowing  mC)  and  hath  not  performed  my  commandments.     The 

^.Thii  king  and  bis  people  had  besn  cruel  and  bloody  enemies  te  God's  Israel,  and  there- 
fsre  destcyed  to  be  destroyed  for  their  own  sins.  See  v.  i8»  wbero  it  is  said.  Go  and  utter/y 
4«stroy  the  iinners  the  Amalekites.  The  measure  of  their  iniquity  was  now  fuU,  and  they 
frere  f^'o^n^ipc  ^or  the  execution  of  their  lone  threatened  punishment.  God  directs  Israel 
f»  do  this  execution  on  a  people  who  had  usedthem  and  their  fathers  so  barbarously  :  if  any 
among  them  were  righteous,  God  would  make  an  equitsd)le  distinction  in  a  future  state*  as  he 
does  in  the  case  of  all  nbfioaal  calamities,  which  come  immediately  from  his  own  hand. 

t  The  Kepttes  were  the  descendantt  of  Jethro)  an  ancient  friend  to  God's  people.  They 
iffd  not  been  guilty  of  the  sins  of  the  Amalckicos,  andt,  being  ehephirxds,  they  lived  in  uata, 
"Wtrefore  «oa)d  eaAly  ttM^Sf^ 
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mwamng  u  ttoty  that  Ooi  wot  wrryfor  Vfhat  he  had  done  because 
^  did  n9t  know  the  conaepiencee  beforehand  ;  but  he  would  act  a9 
men  do  when  they  refientj  he  Mvould  treat  Saul  in  a  differeht  man» 
.  nerf  revoke  his  favours^  and  lay  him  t^nde.  And  it  g;rieved  Sam- 
uel ;  and  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  all  night,  beseeching  him  to 
13  pardon  SauL  And  when  Samuel  rose  earJy  to  meet  Saul  in  the 
morning)  it  was  told  Samuel,  saying,  Saul  came  to  Carmel,  andf 
behold,  he  set  him  up  a  place,  ^  monument  of  his  victory y  to  hi% 
own  honour^  and  not  to  ijiody  and  is  gone  at30Ut,  and  passed  on^ 
and  gone  down  to  Gilgal  in  great  fiompy  with  Jigagy  and  the  good 

1 3  things  of  the  Amalekites^  in  triumph.  And  Samuel  came  to  Saul  r 
and  Saul  said  unto  him,  Blessed  [be]  thou  of  the  Lord  :  I  have 
performed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord.  Saul  begins^  wish* 
ing  him  all  happinessfrom  Gody  thanking  himfbr  the  service  he  had 
done  him  in  sending  him  on  such  an  honourable  expeditionj  and 
boasting  of  his  performance^  without  being  sensible  of  his  faulty, 

14  And  Samuel  said,  What  [meaneth]  then  this  bleating  of  the 
sheep  in  mine  ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear. 
Surely  this  is  an  evidence  of  guilty  not  consistent  with  yourprqfes* 

15  sion  of  obedience.  And  Saul  sidd,  They  have  brought  them  from 
the  Amalekites  :  for  the  people  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep 
and  of  the  oxen  ;  he  lays  the  fault  on  the  people^  when  he  had  the 
chief  hand  in  it  ;  but  urges  that  they  did  it  with  a  very  pious  de* 
signj  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  w/tom  thou  lovest  and 
servesty  and  thertfore  undoubtedly  thou  wilt  be  pleased  with  this  / 

16  and  the  rest  we  have  utterly  destroyed.  Then  Samuel  said  untQ 
Saul,  Stay,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what  the  Lord  hath  said  to  me 
this  night.  And  he  ssud  unto  him.  Say  on.  This  answer  looks 
as  if  Saul  was  confident  of  his  own  righteousnessj  and  fully  satisfied 
with  his  own  achievement ;  heno  doubt  hoped  to  hear  himself  com-^ 

17  mended,  and  never  expected  this  thundering  lesson.  And  Sam- 
uel said,  When  thou  [wast]  little  in  thine  own  sight,  [wast] 
thou  jiot  [made]  the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  Lorb 
anointed  thee  king  over  Israel  ?  He  reminds  him  qf/us  low  be^ 
ginningy  and  the  humilityy  and  modesty  he  formerly  expressed, 

13  And  the  Lord  sent  thee  on  a  journey,  on  an  honourable  expetU" 
tiony  and  said,  Go  and  utterly  desitroy  the  sinners  the  Amale- 

19  kites,  and  fight  against  them  until  they  be  consumed.  Where- 
fore then  didst  thoiji  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  didst 
fly  upon  the  spoii,  Uke  a  ravenous  bird  or  beasty  and  take  the  ac»^ 
cursed  tiling  Hke  Achauy  and  didst  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lorb^ 

^0  who  can  easily  see  through  all  thy  pretences  f  And  Saul  said  unto 
Samuel,  Yea,  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  have 
gone  the  way  which  the  Lord  sent  me,  and  have  brought  Agag 
the  king  of  Araalek,  and  have  utteriy  destroyed  the  Amale*  ; 

kites.     With  the  greatest  insolence  he  gave  Samuel  the  Hcy  while  | 

SI  he  in  effect  confessed  what  Samuel  charged  him  with.     But  the 

people  took  of  the  spoil)  sheep  and  oaen,  the  chief  of  the  things  < 

which  should  have  been  utterly  destroyed,  to  sacrifice  imto  the 
]U)Rj9  thy  God  in  Gilgal  \  he  again  Jays  the  plame  upon  the  peo*  '       • 
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fUe^  v>hOy  he  say^y  did  it  with  a  good  intention^  to  tacrijice  to  God  $ 
though  it  is  probable  neither  he  nor  they  had  any  such  design^ 

92  And  Samuel  said.  Hath  the  Lord  [as  great]  delight  in  burnt 
oflerings  and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ? 
ji  question  which  Saul  could  not  diafiute  ;  the  sacrifices  ttfere 
intended  to  firomote  obedience^  to  be  the  means  of  religion^  obedi- 
ence vKLs  the  end.  Behold,  to  obey  [is]  better  than  sacrifice^ 
[and]  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams,  than  the  best  and  most 

2S  costly  sacrifices.  For  rebellion  [is  as]  the  sin  of  witchcraft, 
thafts^  divincUions  or  enchantments^  which  were  contrary  to  the  law 
of  God,  and  looked  ufion  as  renouncing  him  ;  and  stubboi^nnesa 
[is  as]  iniquity  apd  idolatry,  as  bad  as  the  iniquity  of  idolatry. 
Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  also 
Tejected  thee  from  [being]  king  ;  as  idolaters  were  to  lose  their 
UvtSy  90  Satdy  by  his  rebellion  against  Godj  lost  his  kingdom, 

REFLECTIONS. 

;1.  ICTTT""'^  hence  learn,  that  the  judgments  of  God  will,  sooner  or 
VV  later,  come  upon  wicked  men;  especially  upon  those 
who  are  enemies  to  his  church  and  people.  He  bore  long  with  the 
AmalekitftS  ;  but  when  their  iniquity  was  full,  he  executed  his  right- 
eous vengeance  upon  them.  The  sentence  against  evil  doers  is  not 
always  speedily  executed  ;  yet  judgment  will  surely  come  ;  and  tho- 
longer  it  is  delayed,  the  heavier  it  will  fall.  Divine  justice,  though 
sometimes  slow,  is  always  sure. 

2.  We  see  that  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  associate  with  God's 
enemies.  The  Kenites  would  have  suffered  greatly  by  living  among 
the  Amalekites,  if  they  had  not  had  timely  jtiotice  to  withdraw. 
*rhis  should  be  a  caution  to  us  against  keeping  wicked  compa- 
ny, and  forming  alliances  with  those  who  have  no  religion.  God 
has  given  us  warning  to  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  sefi' 
mrate  ;  and  if  we  do  not,  we  are  in  danger  of  partaking  of  their  sins 
and  their  plagues.  Solomon  hath  said,  a  eomfianion  tf fools  shall  be 
destroyed, 

3.  See  from  hence  what  a  dangerous  thing  the  love  of  the  world  is. 
They  spared  the  beasts,  in  direct  violation  of  the  divine  command  : 
covetousness  seems  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  all.  We  sec 
too  many  instances  of  this  ;  men  are  obedient  to  God  when  nothing 
is  to  be  lost  by  it ;  but  are  ready  to  disobey  him  when  any  temporal 
advantage  is  to  be  obtained.  The  lorve  ofmtmey  is  the  root  (fall  evil ; 
vfhich  some  /laving  coveted  after^  have  pierced  themsetves  through  with 
many  sorrows.     This  was  Saul's  case. 

4.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  men  to  boast  ofpiety,  when  they 
are  notorious  transgressors  of  God's  commands.  How  proudly  and 
impudently  does^Saul  boast  of  his  obedience,  because  he  had  done 
part  of  his  duty  !  So  men  think  themselves  very  good,  commend 
themselves,  and  lift  up  their  faces  with  confidence  to  God's  ministerst 
because  they  have  some  good  qualities;  because  they  ar^  not  idol« 


Hi 


i        '  I.  SAMUEL.    XV.  ei 

pwd  the  enemies  of  religion,  or  have  deelrayed 
—I^pv  have  parted  with  some  sins,  to  which  thejr 
■    *''  ■     ,  and  with  which  they  could  diapenM 

But  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  oxen, 
p  ^v,  hem  as  a  right  hand  or  a  right  eye, 

H  ■«*  e  without.     They  live  in  the  breach  of 

^    j  boafit,  and  are  coDfident  of  their  good* 

r>  4  I  very  bad  symptom,  and  a  mark  of  hy- 

jl  i  is  always  join^  with  humility,  and  lov 

cl  ^  men  are  really  as  pious  as  they  pretend 

W%  \  jrs,  these  sinful  indulgences,  this  worid- 

11^1    ;  passions,  this  love  of  pleasure  and  van* 

As^  '  ir,  that  rebellion  is  as  great  a  ain  ^as 

%'  as  idolatry.     But  wicked  men  will  dia^ 

tinguish  where  there  is  ijo  distinction,  and  serve  God  in  that  man- 
ner only,  and  in  what  instances  they  please  i  /Au«  they  arc  hardentd 
Shrough  the  decntfubint  of  tin. 

5.  See  how  prone  men  are  to  lay  the  fault  upon  others,  when 
themselves  are  principally,  if  not  only,  guilty.  This  was  Saul's  case  ; 
the  people  were  scarce  blameable  at  all,  or  else  Samuel  would  have 
reproved  them  ;  what  they  did  was  by  Saul's  direction,  and  yet  he 
endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  upon  them.  This  is  too  often  the 
case  with  confident  men  ;  they  are  ready  to  censure  any  body,  rath- 
er than  take  »/iamc  to  ihrnurtvct.  It  is  to  be  feared  this  is  too  much 
t  the  disposition  of  men  in  general ;  the  descendants  of  the  first  trans- 

>  '  gressor  are  apt  to  adopt  his  language,  The  inoman  vihich  thoug<tve»t 

L  me  temfiind  me,  and  I  did  eat.    This  proves  the  inward  conviction  men 

I  have  that  sin  is  a  real  evil,  tiecause  they  are  so  unwilling  to  own  it* 

'  and  so  forward  to  censure  and  condemn  others. 

\  6,  It  concerns  all  to  attend  to  that  important  truth  of  an  inspired 

prophet,   that  obedience  it  better   than   lacrijice  ,■  and  that  rebellioB 
against  a  known  command  of  God,  is  a  moat  heinous  crime.    Hum- 
I  ble,  conscientious  obedience,  is  better  than  all  sacrifices.     Exactness 

I  in  ritual  observances  and  ceremonial  forms,  is  nothing,  Vithout  a  holy 

'  life  ;  tliis  is  the  main   thing.      Our  Loid  refers  to  this  passage 

when  he  would  convince  the  pharisces  that  God  leveih  mercy  belter 
than  aacrijiee.  The  end  is  better  than  the  means.  Prayer  and 
sacrifices  are  good  things  in  themselves,  but  piety,  justice,  and  char- 
ity arc  the  end.  And  lest  any  should  imagine  that  positive  com- 
mands may  be  safely  neglected,  while  they  obey  moral  precepts, 
let  them  consider,  that  rcbelHon  iia*  witchcraft  and  idolatry.  Refus- 
ing to  obey  the  true  God,  is  as  bad  as  serving  a  &lse  one.  From 
hence  it  follows,  that  to  neglect  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper, 
which  are  expressly  commanded  by  our  Lord,  though  they  are  only 
positive  institutions,  (that  is,  depend  on  the  will  of  the  lawgiver)  is 
rebellL'Mi,  as  well  as  fraud,  drunkenness,  and  idolatry.  And  it  Is  to 
be  wished  that  those  who  live  in  the  neglect  of  the  Lord's  supper 
would  consider  this,  for  Saul  \yas  rejected  for  disobeying  a  plain 
command  of  the  Almighty, 
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CHAP.    XV.  24,  to  the  end. 

fVe  herve  here  Saul^a  fndtleea  humiliation  ;  SaTnuel'a  execution  of 
the  divine  sentence  against  Agag  $  arid  the  fiarting  qf  Saul  and 
Samuel, 

04  AND  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  I  have  sinned :  for  I  have 
JTjL  transgressed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  thy 
words  :  because  I  feared  the  people,  and  obeyed  their  voice. 
This  was  a  ridiculous  excuse j  because  the  fieofile  were  at  his  com-* 
mand  ;  and  in  several  instances  before  recorded^  he  seemed  to  stand 

85  in  no  atve  of  them.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  pardon  my  sin, 
and  turn  again  with  me  to  Gilgai,  that  I  may  woi*ship  the  Lo&d 
thercy  and  that  thou  may  est  pray  for  me^  and  assist  me  in  imfilor-* 

06  ing  forgiveness  of  God.  And  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  I  will  not 
return  with  thee  :  for  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Loao, 
and  the  Lord  hath  rejected  thee  from  being  king  over  Israel. 
Samuel^  according  to  his  firesent  view  qf  things^  fierem/itorily  cfc- 
med  his  request^  lest  he  should  seem  to  afifirove  or  allow  what  he 

37  had  done.  And  as  Samuel  turned  about  to  go  away,  in  great 
indignation^  at  discovering  so  much  meanness  and  hyfiocrisy  in  a 
icing  of  Israel^  Saul  thought  the  fieofile  would  imagine  he  warn 
greatly  under  God*s  disfileasure,  and  therefore  he  laid  hold  upon 
the  skirt  of  his,  Samuel's,  mantle,  and  it  rent     This  casual  rent 

38  was  a  firofier  emblem  qf  Saul*s  rejection.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
him.  The  Lord  hath  rent  the  kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee  this 
day,  and  hath  given  it  to  a  neighbour  of  thine,  [that  is]  better 

S9  than  thou.  And  also  the  Strength  of  Israel,  who  is  not  weaky 
like  meny  and  therefore  can  execute  all  his  fturfipsesy  or  rather^  who 
gtveth  -victory  to  Israel^  will  not  lie  nor  repent :  for  he  [is]  not 

30  a  man,  that  he  should  repent.*  Then  he  said,  I  have  sinned  ;. 
[yet]  honour  me  now,  I  pray  thee,  before  the  elders  of  my 
people,  and  before  Israel,  and  turn  again  with  me,  that  I  may 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God.  He  now  acknowledges  his  guilty 
without  excuse  tor  alleviation^  and  submitted  to  Ms  sentence  j  but 
desired,  that  while  he  was  king,  he  might  not  lose  the  honour  and 
submission  of  his  subjects,  which  was  what  he  was  cMefy  concerned 

51  about.  So  Samuel  turned  again  after  Saul ;  and  Saul  wor^ 
shipped  the  Lord.  Samuel  probably  did  this  by  divine  directiony 
'  lest  the  fieofile  should  withdraw  their  obedience  if  they  saw  him 
quite  rejected. 

^2  Then  said  Samuel,  Bring  ye  hither  to  me  Agag  the  king  of 
the  Amalekites.  Ne  sftoke  to  the  fieofile  before  Sauly  that  he  might 
fiee  what  he  ought  to  have  done.  And  Agag  came  unto  him  del- 
icately, effeminately  both  in  his  dress  and  walk.    And  Agag  said» 

*  God  is  satil  to  repent  when  he  altera  hit  ditpenratiora  as  men  alter  Aeir  condoct.  But 
he  cannot  reprnt,  as  that  draote*  weakness  and  imperfiKtion.  and  want  of  sufficient  knowl* 
«dge.  There  was  no  i  oom  for  it  in  this  case,  becanse  he  had  declared  die  Ajnalekitet  should 
be  destroyed,  and  confirmed  it  by  an  oath ;  so  that  Saol't  breaiking  ihc  COmiAMld  of  Qo4% 
thii  case  was  the  highest  affiwc  to  him.  ' 
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Sdreljr  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past ;  being  sfiared  by  Saul  mud 
hU  9oldier»i  he  thought  there  fOaa  no  danger  from  an  old  profxhet^ 
dS  and  that  he  would  only  reprove  him,  Atid  Samilel  said.  As  thy 
sword  hath  made  women  childless^  so  shall  thy  mother  be  child** 
less  among  women.  This  shovfs  that  he  had  been  a  eruel,  bloody 
tyrant.  Ajid  Samuel  hewed  Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord  in 
Gilgal :  he  ordered  him  to  be  executed  on  the  spoty  as  £lij<ih  did 
I  Ba^^s  prophetsy  1  Kings  xviii.  40. 

84  Then  Samuel  went  to  Ramah  ;  and  Saul  went  up  to  his 
35  house  to  Gibeah  of  Saul.  And  Samuel  came  no  more  to  see 
Saul  until  the  day  of  his  death  ;  he  saw  him  ajlerward  acciden- 
tallyy  but  pnbabbf  nothing  passed  between  them  :  nevertheless, 
Samuel  mourned  for  Saul ;  he  had  so  much  pity  for  him^  and 
iffuefor  his  country]  that  he  contirmed  to  lament  the  condition  of 
both  :  and  the  Lord  repented  that  he  had  made  Saul  king  over 
Israel ;  that  is^  he  changed  the  manner  of  his  dealing  with  htm^ 
and  all  Samuel's  prayers  and  tears  could  not  reverse  the  sentence, 

REFLECTIONS. 

K  TTOW  hard  is  it  to  bring  men  to  a  sense  of  their  guilt,  and 
XX  to  acknowledge  their  crimes  !  What  poor  subterfages  does 
Saul  shelter  himself  under!  How  many  idle  excuses,  when  his  guilt 
was  so  glaring !  Thus  do  the  children  of  disdbedience  run  from  one 
excuse  to  another  ;  and  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see,  as  we  often 
do,  especially  ministers,  when  they  visit  sick  and  dying  persons, 
how  backward  men  are  to  acknowledge  those  evils  which  ail  the  world 
beside  can  see.  The  pride  of  their  hearts  hath  decefved  them  ^ 
and  there  are  no  woyds  uttered  with  more  difficulty  than  these« 
J  was  mistaken^  IhoDC  done  evil.  But  let  us  not  be  deceived^  God 
is  not  mocked;  he  that  hideth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper  ;  but  he  that 
confesseth  andforsaketh  them^  shall  find  mercy. 

2.  God  is  just  and  righteous,  and  will  not  alter  his  threatenings 
against  the  wicked.  The  Strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie  nor  repent. 
His  threatenings  indeed  are  conditional ;  if  men  persist  and  continue 
imi)enitent,  they  will  be  executed  ;  if  they  repent,  the  Lord  will 
pardon.  He  is  not  weak,  so  as  to  forget  sin  ;  he  is  not  fickle,  to  alter 
his  mind  ;  nor  feeble,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  execute  his  threatenings  : 
his  sentence  upon  impenitent  sinners  is  irreversible  ;  and  those  who 
abuse  his  long  sufFering  and  goodness,  willfnd  at  last  no  place  for 
repentance^  though  they  shoidd  seek  it  car  (fully  with  tears. 

S,  We  see  that  sinners  are  more  solicitous  about  their  ovm  credit 
and  honour,  than  of  God's  acceptance.  We  never  find  in  Saul  anjr 
marks  or  fruits  of  genuine  repentance,  and  very  little  concern  to 
regain  the  favour  of  God  ;  but  he  was  extremely  loth  to  lose  his 
credit  \rith  his  people  ;  expressing  great  respect  for  Samuel,  merely 
to  save  appearances  before  them.  Thus  men  often  seem  zealously 
affected  toward  Uod's  ministers,  and  desire  to  be  at  peace  with 
them  and  the  churchy  merely  for  the  saHe  of  their  own  reputajtion 
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and  interest.  They  want  to  be  honoured  before  the  people,  while 
they  seek  not  peace  with  God.  What  wretched  folly,  hypocrisy, 
and  selfdeceit  !  when  God  is  the  judge,  the  master  of  every  one^ 
by  whose  sentence  all  must  stand  or  fall.  Let  all  ladour  then  io  be 
itfiftrorved  of  Gody  and  to  secure  that  honour  which  comethfrom  him 
onfy, 

4.  The  hearts  of  good  men  are  greatly  pained  and  grieved  at  the 
wickedness  of  others,  and  especially  of  persons  distinguished  for 
Ituik  and  dignity.  How  eaniestly  did  Samuel  pray  for  Saul  all  night, 
when  he  heard  of  his  Avickedness  \  how  affectionately  did  he  mourn 
•  for  him,  when  he  was  rejected  I .  Undoubtedly  he  was  very  much 
concerned  at  his  losing  the  kingdom  ;  more  especill%  on  account 
of  his  losing  the  favour  of  God,  and  exposing  himself  to  future 
misery.  Every  good  man's  heart  is  painedVhen  sinners  destroy 
themselves,  especially  those  who  have  received  signal  favours  from 
God,  and  have  been  advanced  to  distinguished  honour.  They  are 
grieved  when  men  forsake  God,  and  are  forsaken  of  him.  Let  us 
labour  to  affect  our  hearts  with  the  misery  of  the  wicked  ;  and 
though,  like  Samuel,  we  may  refrain  from  their  company,  when  we 
see  it  is  in  vain  to  give  them  any  advice,  and  though  they  never 
mourn  for  themselves,  let  us  pity  and  pray  for  them,  tffieradventure 
God  may  give  them  reftentance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truths  that 
their  souls  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

• 

We  are  now  entering  on  the  history  of  Davidj  who  was  an  eminent 
satTity  a  valiant  hero^  an  inspired  firofihet^  and  the  sweet  Psalmist  of 
Israel ;  he  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  most  excellent  part  of 
cur  public  devotions.  We  have  in  this  chapter  an  account  of  his  being 
anointed  king^  and  the  manner  in  which  he  was  introduced  to  court. 

1  A  ND  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  How  long  wilt  thou 
JLjL  mourn  for  Saul,  seeing  I  have  rejected  him  from  reign- 
ing over  Israel  ?  Samuel  had  retired  from  Satd^  and  was  emfiloyed 
in  training  up  prophets  in  the  school  under  his  care.  He  knew  it 
\oaJS  in  vain  to  mourn  ;  but  he  appeared  to  be  much  concerned  lest 
Saul  should  die  suddenly^  and  there  should  be  ns  one.  to  succeed 
him  ;  therefore  God  said  to  him^  Fill  thine  horn  with  oil,  and  go, 
I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the  Bethlehemite  :  for  I  have  provided 
me  a  king  among  his  sons  ;  one  very  different  from  Saul^  who 

3  shall  fulfil  all  my  will.  And  Samuel  said.  How  can  I  go  ?  if 
Saul  hear  [it,]  he  will  kill  me,  he  wll  be  greatly  enraged  at  his 
rejection.  And  the  Lord  said,  Take  an  heifer  with  thee,  and 
say,  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  to  the  Lord.  7'his  Samuel  was  used 
to  do  from  place  to  place^  to  keep  up  the  worship  of  God^  and  to 

9  prevent  the  increasing  wickedness  of  Israel,  And  call  Jesse  to 
the  sacrifice}  to  feast  upon  the  peace  offering^  as  friends  and  neigh* 
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to^9  u»ed  t^  dOi  and  I  will  show  thee  Ivhat  thou  i^halt  ^o  :  and 
thou  ahalt  anoint  unto  me  [him]  whom  I  name  unto  thee  ;  «o 

%  9halt  thou  be  fire^erucd  Jrom  danger.  And  Samuel  did  that 
which  the  Lokn  ftpake,  and  came  to  Bethlehem.  And  the  el- 
ders of  the  town  tremhled  at  his  coming)  lest  he  wa  cofne  to  de* 
nounce  Momejudgmeht  aj^ahut  them  j  orto  $Attn  SaulU  disfiieaeurey 
and  90  it  ndght  be  dangeroiisfor  them  to  entertain  himy  as  ch,  xxi. 

i  1.  and  thei/  said,  Contest  thdu  peaceably  ?  And  he  said.  Peace- 
ablj  :  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Loan  :  sanctify  your* 
aeWeSy  by  voMhing  and  other  legal flurijicalioni'j  aUo  by  meditation 
and  /irayerj  and  come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice.  And  he  sane- 
iified  Jes^  ^d  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the  sacrifice,  jffter 
the  eacrifiee  he  went  home  vnth  Jeaee^  while  the  feast  an  the  peace 
offering  was  getting  ready ^  and  acquainted  him  with  his  business  i 
then  Jesse  called  Ms  sans  to  pom  before  him  one  by  one, 

%  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he  looked 
on  Eliab,  and  saidt  Surely  the  Loan's  anointed  [is]  before  him. 

^  But  the  Loan  said  Unto  Samuel,  by  secret  suggestion^  Look  not 
on  his  countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  stature  \  because  I 
have  refused  him  :  for  [the  Loan  seeth]  not  as  man  seeth  i 
fisr  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the  LoRn  look- 

t  eth  (HI  the  h^art.  Thtn  Jesse  called  Abinadab,  and  naade  him 
pass  before  Samtiel.-  And  he  said,  NeiUier  hath  the  Lord 

9  chosen  this.    Then  Jesse  made  Shammah  to  pass  by.    And  he 

10  said.  Neither  hath  the  Lonn  chosen  this.  Again,  Jesse  mado 
sevett  t>f  his  sons  to  pass  before  Samuel.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
Jesse,  The  Loan  hath  not  chosen  these.     TTds  proves  that  he. 

1 1  had  made  Jesse  acquainted  lirith  the  business.  And  Samuel  said 
unto  Jesse,  Are  here  all  [thy]  children  ?  And  he  said,  Thera 
remaineth  yet  the  youngest,  and,  behold,  he  keepeth  the  sheep« 
Jesse  thought  it  was  not  likely  the  youngest  should  be  chosen^  therein 
firt  he  did  not  send/or  him  till  Samuel  ordeted  him.  And  Sam- 
uel said  unto  Jesse,  Send  and  fetch  him  :  for  we  will  not  sit 

\2  down  till  he  come  hither.  And  he  sent,  and  brought  him  in. 
Now  he  [was]  ruddy,  or  red  haired^  which  was  counted'a  greaC 
beauty  among  them^  [and]  withal  of  a  beautifiil  countenance^  or 
of  fine  eyfSy  and  goodly  to  look  to,  something  very  amiable  and 
sweet  in  his  countenance  ;  and  these  natural  charms  were  probabfy 
heightened  by  a  modest  blush  when  he  appeared  before  SamueL 
And  the  Loan  said,  Arise,  anomt  him :  for  this  [is]  he.  7%ta 
choice  qf  David  was  evidently  the  immediate  act  ^Godjfor  Samuel 

tZ  and  Jesse  had  both  judged  wrong.  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn 
of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren,  rather^ 
from  the  nddst  qfhis  brethren^  in  private  ;  because  he  was  demroua 
to  keep  it  a  secret^  lest  his  elder  brethren  should  envy  him  s 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  Loan  came  upon  David  bom  that  day  for* 
ward,  a  spirit  of  prudence  and  courage^  a  public  spirit ;  qual* 
ificationsfitfor  a  prince.  Probably  Samuel  explained  the  mean* 
ing  qfthit  ceremony  to  be  a  designation  tQ  thi  kingdom  t^tr  &«/'• 

V#L.  IIL  I 
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deathy  but  not  till  thcUy  3  Sam.  v.  8.    So  Samuel  rose  up^  vxA 
went  to  Ramah. 

14  But  the  Spirit  of  the  LoRift  departed  from  Saul^  and  an  evil 
spirit  from  the  Lord  tixnibled  him.  He  grew  melancAofyj  had 
violent  Jit8  qffihrenzyj  and  strange  agitations  of  body  and  ndnd  : 
hi^  disorder  might  be  chiefly  ttaturalj  arising  from  vexation  and 
firidej  and  an  evils/iirit  nught  take  the  advantage  of  it  to  make  him 

15  more  melancholy^  and  sometimes  more  furious.  And  Saul's  ser- 
vants, or  courtiers  fiereeived  itj  and  said  unto  him.  Behold  now, 

j  6  an  evil  spirit  from  God  troubleth  thee.  Let  our  lord  now  com- 
mand thy  servants  [which  are]  before  thee,  to  seek  out  a  man,- 
[who  is]  a  cunning  player  on  an  harp  :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
^lien  the  ef  il  spirit  from  God  is  upon  thee^  that  he  shall  play 

17  with  his^  hand,  and  thou  shalt  be  well.*    And  Saul  said  unto  his> 

B8  servants^  Provide  me  now  a  man  that  can  play  well,  and  bring 
[him]  to  me.  Then  answered  one  of  the  servants,  who  vnshcJ 
to  introduce  Dauid  to  the  courts  and  said,  Behold,  I  have  seen  a 
son  of  J'esse  the^Bethlehemite,  [that  is]  cnnAing  in  playing,  and 
a  mighty  valiant  man,  and  a  man  of  war,  (Saul  would  like  hint 
the  better  for  this^)  and  prudent  in  matters,  flt  to  stand  brfbrt 
Sauly  who  in  his  Jits  ndght  say  and  do  many  extravagant  thingr 
that  were  firofier  to  be  concealed^  and  a  comely  person,  firofier  to 
be  about  the  idng^s  fiersany  and  the  Lord  [is]  with  him,  he  is  re* 

t9  markably  favoured  by  JPravidence,  Wherefore  Saul  sent  mes-^ 
sengers  unto  Jesse,  and  said.  Send  me  David  thy  son,  which 

tSO  [is]  with  the  sheep.  And  Jesse  took  an  ass  [laden]  with  bread, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  kid,  and  sent  [ttiem]  by  iDavid  his' 
son  unto  Saul,  as  a  token  of  homage j  resfiectj  and  allegiance,' 

31  And  David  came  t»  Saul,  and  stood  beibve  him  ;  Saul  finding, 
him  to  be  such  a  one  as  was  represented^  firomoted  him  to  a  filace  of 
considerable  honour^  and  he  loved  him  greatly  ;  and  he  became 

33  his  armourbearer^  And  Saul  sent  to  Jesse,  saying,  Let  Davidy^ 
I  pray  thee,  stand  before  me  ;  for  he  hath  found  favour  in  my 
sight.  He  desires  Jesse^s  consent  that  he  might  continue  with  him  : 
It  was  a  token  (f  great  kindness^  that  he  would  not  keefi  him  with^^ 

d3  out  his  father^s  consent.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  [evil] 
ipirit  from  God  was  upon  Saul,  that  David  took  an  harp,  and 
pkyed  with  his  hand  :t  so  Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  welly 
and  the  evil  q>iht  departedirom  him  ;  he  had  some  lucid  inter^^ 
'talsy  the  tumult  of  his  thoughts  were  wmposedyand  he  was  Jit  for 
the  business  of  his  Motion^ 

*  Moiic  is  known  to  have  a  natnral  tendency  to  asraage  the  panions  and  compote  tlte 
stnA  Ic  was  oetebrated  for  this  among  the  anclenti ;  and  it  it  obttfved*  that  those  who  lov* 
immIc*  are  generally  good  tempered*  calm,  and  gentle. 

t  >ifpAjuultoiischKhf  «ddediMidiiiianAbjnniwwUdli^hi4agoodcire«Cvpo^ 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1.  '^XT'^  learn,  (what  cannot  be  too  often  inculcated)  tlic  ne- 
VV  ccssity  of  solemn  preparation  before  we  engage  in  re- 
.ligious  exercises :  and  though  we  are  not  required  to  use  ceremo- 
nial observances,  jet  we  must  prepare  our  hearts  by  meditation, 
prayer  and  serious  consideration  ;  and  get  rid  of  oth^r  cares,  that 
we  may  wait  u/ion  the  Lord  without  distraction.  Tius  is  necessary^ 
to  render  our  services  comfortable  to  ourselves,  or  acceptable  to 
God  through  the  Redeemer. 

2.  We  must  reverence  and  fear  that  God  who  looketh  into  the 
beart,  and  discerns  the  temper  and  principle,  the  affections  and 
thoughts,  Samuel,  though  a  wise  and  good  man,  was  deceived  in 
Jesse's  elder  sons.  If  we  trust  to  outward  appearances,  we  shall 
often  be  deceived.  But  let  us  always  remember,  that  God  6earcke9 
ike  heart  ;  be  knows  who  will  best  fill  up  particular  stations,  and 
oflen  fixes  on  those  persons  who  to  us  seem  most  unfit ;  and  rejects 
others,  who  appear  more  likely  ;  but  at  length  it  will  appear  that 
we  were  mistaken.  Let  this  be  a  caution  to  us  to  guard  our  hearts  ; 
to  see  that  we  act  upon  right  principles,  and  for  good  e&ds,  for  God 
cannot  be  deceived.  We  learn  also,  to  jt&dge  of  others  by  their 
tempers  and  souls,  and  not  by  outward  appearances  ;  to  value  those 
most,  whose  minds  are  most  holy,  whose  tempers  are  kind  and 
obligi]^ ;  not  those  who  are  only  eminent  for  a  comely  counte* 
nanc^^r  height  of  stature  ;  and  who,  like  him  whom  Samuel 
thought  the  Lord  would  choose,  are  proud,  surly,  and  passionate. 

3.  How  miserable  is  that  person  from  whom  the  Lord  is  depart* 
ed,  and  his  Spirit  withdrawn  !  When  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  depart- 
ed from  Saul  he  was  in  a  sad  condition,  grew  fretful  and  revenge* 
ful ;  sometimes  melancholy,  sometimes  mad  and  outrageous. 
There  is  not  a  more  pitiable  creature  on  this  aide  hell,  than  the 
man  who  is  forsaken  of  God,  and  given  up  a  prey  to  his  own  heart's 
lusts.  No  one  needs  a  worse  punishment,  than  to  have  his  own 
passions  let  loose  upon  him,  and  the  restrunts  of  divine  grace  taken 
away.  May  we  learn  therefore  highly  to  value,  and  diligently  to 
seek  and  cherish,  the  influences  of  the  good  Spirit  of  God  ;  to 
guard  against  every  iniquity,  especially  wilful  rebellion  and  disobe* 
dience  ;  for  this  will  provoke  God  to  take  away  his  holy  Spirit ; 
and  no  dignity  or  power  can  secure  the  possession  of  it.  May  we 
learn  to  consider  the  displeasure  of  God,  and  the  absence  of  his  good 
Spirit,  as  the  greatest  of  all  evils  ;  for  tlms  saith  the  Lord^  Hoa.  ix« 
19;     Wot  aUo  tojhem  when  I  depart  from  them  I 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

^  the  Jbrmer  chapter  voe  hctd  an  account  ^  David  being  at  court  f 
here  Ht>e  find  him  in  the  camfi,  Goliath  challenge*  the  armieM  of 
JfToel ;  David  (^ccefit*  the  challenge^  and  gain*  the  victory  ;  tifon 
which  Saul  inquires  partiadarly  about  him, 

1  "^T  O  W  the  Philistines  took  advantage  of  Saul**  lunacy  and 
A^i  incapacity  for  businesej  and  gathered  together  their  armiet 
to  battlCf  and  were  gathered  together  at  Shochoh,  which  [be- 
longeth]  to  Judahy  and  pitched  between  Shochoh  and  Azekahy 

?  in  Ephesdamxnim,  or^  the  coast  qf  Dammim.  And  Saul  and  the 
men  of  Israel  were  gathered  together,  and  pitched  by  the  valley 
of  Elah,  and  set  the  battle  in  array  against  the  Pliilistines. 

9  And  the  Philistines  stood  on  a  ^nountain  on  the  one  side,  And 
Israel  stood  on  a  mountain  OQ  the  other  side  :  and  [there  was] 
a  valley  between  them. 

4      And  there  went  out  a  champion  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philt 

istines,  named  Goliatli,  of  Gath,  one  of  the  Anakiins  %vho  Jled 

from,  Jo9huaj  (eee  ch,  xi.  22.)    whose  height  [was]  six   cubits. 

$  and  a  span,  more  than  three  yards.  And  [he  had]  an  helmet  of 
brass  upon  his  head,  and  he  [was]  armed,  or  clothed,  with  a  coat 
of  mail  ;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  [was]  five  thousand  shekela 

6  of  brass,  or  about  a  hundred  and  a  half  And  [he  had]  greaves 
of  brass  upon  his  legs,  and  a  target  of  brass  between  hislkhoul-. 

T  ders.  And  the  staff  of  his  spear  [was]  like  a  weaver's  beam  i 
and  his  spear's  hesld  [weighed]  six  hundred  shekels  of  iron, 
about  twenty  five  pounds  ;  and  one  bearing  a  shield  went  before 

9  him.  And  he  stood  and  cried  unto  the  armies  of  Israel,  an4 
said  unto  $hem.  Why  arc  )'e  come  out  to  set  [your]  battle  in 
sirray  ?  [am]  not  I  a  Philistine,  and  ye  servants  to  Saul  ?  choose 

9  you  a  man  for  you,  and  let  him  come  down  to  me.    If  he  be  able 
to  fight  with  me,  and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  your  servants  : 
but  if  I  prevail  against  him,  and  kill  him,  then  shall  ye  te  pur 
'10  servants^  and  serve  us.    And  the  Philistine  said^  I  defy  the  arr 
inies  of  Israel  this  day  ;  give  me  a  nian,  that  we  may  fight  tOr 
li  gether,  and  by  single  combat  decide  the  day,     Whep  Saul  and  all 
Israel  heard  those  words  of  the  Philistine,  they  were  disniayedf 
and  greatly  afraid  ;  there  was  not  a  man  that  durst  look  Aim  in 
the  face  ;  even  Jonathan  was  dismayed^  and  found  no  impulse  to 
attack  him  ;  this  work  was  reserved  for  David, 
}%      Now  David  [was]  the  son  of  that  Ephrathitp  of  ^ethleheni- 
judah,  whose  name  [was]  Jesse  ;  and  he  had* eight  sons :  and 
the  n\an  went  among  men  [for]  an  old  man  in  the  days  of 

1 3  Saul,  and  was  therefore  excused  from  going  to  war.  And  the 
three  eldest  sons  of  Jesse  went  [and]  followed  Saul  to  the  battle  : 
and  the  names  of  his  three  sonstbat  went  to  the  battle  [were]  Eiii 
abthe  firstborn,  and  next  unto  him  Abinadab,  and  the  third  Shami 

14  inah.     And  David  [was]  the  youngest :  and  the  three  eUifDt 
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15  followed  Saul.    But^  SauPsJUt  bring  now  arver,  tmd  /ntfcoer  be* 
'  come  constant  J  David  went  and  returned  from  Saul  to  feed  \x\%  &- 

16  ther*s  sheep  at  Bethlehem.  And  the  Philistine  drew  near 
morning  and  evening,  and  presented  himself  forty  days.     And 

17  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son,  Take  now  for  thy  brethren 
an  ephah  of  this  parched  [com,]  andtliese  ten  loaves,  and  run 

18  to  the  camp  to  thy  brethren  ;  And  carry  these  ten  cheeses  unto 
the  captain  of  [their]  thousandt  ^Aa^  he  may  ahow  them  /avouTf 
and  not  put  them  ufion  any.  desfterate  service  ;  and  look  how  thy 
brethren  fare,  and  take  their  pledge,  bring  a  token  that  they  are 

19  alive  and  well.  Now  Saul,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Israeli 
[were]  in  the  valley  of  £lah,  fighting  with  the  Philist|np,  or 
skimuahingj  and  ready  tojight, 

20  And  David  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  left  the  sheep 
with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and  went,  as  Jesse  had  commanded 
him  ;  and  he  came  to  the  trench,  or  place  of  the  carriage^  as  the 
host  was  going  forth  to  the  fight,  and  shouted  for  the  battle ;  he 
found  the  army  drawn  w/i,  the  Philistine  champion  vapouring  a9 

U9ual^  and  saw  the  panic  into  which  the  IsraeHtea  were  struck, 

2 1  For  Israel  and  the  Philistines  had  put  the  battle  in  array,  army 

22  against  army.  And  David  left  his  carriage,  the  provisions  he  had 
brought  to  his  brethreny  in  the  hand  of  the  keeper  of  the  car- 
riage, and  ran  into  the  army,  and  came  and  saluted  his  breth- 

33  ren.  And  as  he  talked  with  them,  behold,  there  came  up  the 
champion,  the  Philistine  of  Gath,  Goliath  by  name,  out  of  the 
armies  of  the  Philistines,  and  spake  according  to  the  same  words 

24  as  before^  v.  8.  foid  David  heard  [them.]  And  all  the  men  of 
Israel,  when  tney  saw  the  man,  fied  from  him,  and  were  sore 

35  afraid.  And  the  men  of  Israel  said.  Have  ye  seen  this  man 
that  is  come  up  ?  surely  to  defy  Israel  is  he  come  up  :  and  it 
shall  be,  [that]  the  man  who  killeth  him,  the  king  will  enrich 
him  with  great  riches,  and  ^vill  give  him  his  daughter,  and  make 
his  father's  house  free  in  Israel,  from  all  taxes  and  customs^ 

36  And  i)ayid  spake  to  the  men  that  stood  by  him,  saying,  What 
shall  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this  Philistine,  ami  taketh 
away  the  i^eproach  from  Israel  ?  he  injures  more  particularly 
into  the  reward  that  was  to  be  given^  and  then  addsj  for  who  [is] 
this  uncircumcised  Philistine,  that  he  should  defy  the  armies  of 
the  living  God  ?  He  was  not  so  much  moved  by  the  reward^  as  by 

27  zeal  for  God  and  his  covenant.  And  the  people  answered  him 
after  this  manner,  saying,  so  shall  it  be  done  to  the  roan  that 

39  killeth  him.  And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he  spake 
unto  the  men  ;  and  EUab's  anger  was  kindled  against  David» 
he  was  moved  with  envy  and  jealousy  ^  and  he  said)  Why  earnest 
thou  down  hither  ?  and  with  whom  hast  thoo  left  those  few 
sheep  in  the  wilderness  ?  I  know  thy  pride,  and  the  naughtiness 
of  thine  heart  ;  for  thou  art  come  down  that  thou  mightest  see 
the  battle.  This  wca  very  unkind  language j  imputing  his  coming 
there  to  nothing  but  curiosity  and  pride  ;  and  intimating^  that  he 

$9  tOfM  more  Jit  to  tend  a  few  sheep^  than  toffht  a  giant.    And  Pa^ 
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vid  rrfamed  a  very  mild  answer^  and  sidd,  What  have  I  no# 
done  ?  [is  there]  not  a  cause  ?  had  I  not  reaBon  enough  Jbr  com* 
mg^  hercj  when  my  father  sent  me,  and/or  making  this  inqtdryf 
when  Israels  army  and  God  are  defied  ? 

S3f  And  he  turned  from  him  toward  another^  and  spake  after  tho 
same  manner :  and  the  people  answered  him  again  after  the 

51  former  manner.  And  when  the  words  were  heard  which  David 
spake,  they  rehearsed  [them]  before  Saul :  and  he  sent  for 

55  htm.    And  David  said  to  Saul,  Let  no  man's  heart  fail  because 

53  of  him  ;  thj*  servant  will  go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine.  And 
SauF  said  to  David,  Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this  Philis* 
tifleito  fight  with  him  :  for  thou  [art  but]  a  youth,  and  he  a 
man  of  war  from  his  youth  ;  out  of  kindness  to  Dccvid  he  would 

54  not  have  him  to  venture  his  Gfe,  And  David,  with  great  dignity 
and  hundUty,  said  unto  Saul,  Thy  servant  kept  his  father's  sheep, 
and  there  came  a  Hon  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the 

35  i)ock  :  And  I  went  out  after  him,  and  smote  hun,  and  delivered 
[it]  out  of  his  mouth  :  and  when  he  arose  against  me,  I  caught 

56  [him]  by  his  beard,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him.  Thy  ser* 
vant'slew  both  the  lion  and  the  bear  x  and  this  uncircumcised^ 
Philistine  shall  be  as  one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the  ar<^ 

37  mies  of  the  living  God.  David  said  moreover,  The  Ix>aD  that 
delivered  me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of 
the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine. 
David  encouraged  himself  by  three  arguments  i  his  success  against 
these  beasts,  the  uncircumcision  qf  this  Philistincy  and  that  he  had 
defied  the  amies  of  the  Uving  God  ;  therefore  he  assured  himself 
ef  success.  And  when  Saul  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  so  much 
courage,  resolution,  andfaith^  be  said  unto  David^  Go,  and  the 
Lord  be  with  thee. 

38  And  Saul  armed  David  with  his  armour,  and  he  put  an  hel-* 
met  of  brass  upon  his  head  ;  also  he  armed  him  with  a  coat  of 

39  mail.     And  David  girded  his  sword  upon  his  armour,  and  he 
'   assayed  to  go  ;  for  he  had  not  proved  [it.]     And  David'  said 

imto  Saul,  I  cannot  go  with  these  j  for  I  have  not  proved  [them ;] 
not  having  been  accustomed  to  them,  they  were  rather  an  incum* 

40  brance  than  an  helft  to  him.  And  David  put  them  off  him. 
And  he  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him  five  smooth 
stones  out  of  the  brook,  and  put  them  in  a  shepherd^s  bag 
which  he  had,  even  in  a  scrip  ;  and  his  sling  [was]  in  his  hand  : 
and  to  sho^o  that  he  was  not  afraid,  he  drew  near  to  the  Philistine, 

41  And  the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  unto  David  ;  and 
43  the  man  that  bare  the  shield  [went]  before  him.    And  when 

the  Philistine  looked  about,  and  saw  David,  he  disdained  him  : 
for  be  was  [but]  a  youth,  and  ruddy,  and  of  a  fair  countenance  ; 
he  exfiected  to  haroc  met  some  tally  robust  person  ;  but  finding  a 
youth  cotning,  who  was  not  like  q  warrior,  but  amiable  rather  than 
43  terrible,  he  thus  addressed  him  ;  And  the  Philistine  said  unto 
David,  [Am]  I  a  dog,  that  thou  cemest  to  me  with  staves  ?  and 
the  Philistine  cursed  David  by  Us  gods,/rr<ifycd  D(fgon  and  Adim 
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Sdroih  to  deairoy  him  $  s  tircmmtanct  vfhich  David  nd  dmtbt  cofz-« 

44  ndered  a*  m  token  for  good^  And  tlie  Philistine  said  to  David^ 
Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  thf  fiei^h  uxsto  the  ibwla  of  the  air, 

45  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field.  Then  said  David  to  t)^  Philistine, 
in  the  most  noble j  courageouBy  and  pious  ianguagej  Then  comest 
to  me  with  a  swords  and  widi  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield  :  but 
I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  oi^ 

46  the  armies  of  Israel,  whom  thou  hast  defied.  This  day  will  the 
Loan  deliver  thee  into  mine  hand  ;  and  I  will  smite  thee,  and 
take  thine  head  fr6m  thee  ;  and  I  will  ^ve  the  carcasses  of  the 
host  of  the  Philistines  this  day  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to 
the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth  ;  that  all  the  earth  may  know  thai 

47  there  is  a  God  in  Isrftel.  And  all  this  assembly  shall  know  that 
the  LoJiD  saveth  not  with  sword  and  spear,  or  any  human fof€e  i 
for  the  battle  Is  the  Lo^rd^s,  and  he  will  give  you  into  otir  hsaxis  ; 

49  tV  M  the  Lord*9  cauae^  and  he  will  make  it  mccessfuL  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  Philistilie  arode,  and  came,  and  drew 
nigh,  etulking  on  iffith  state  and  insolencej  to  meet  David,  thai 
David  hasted,  and  'tMie  the  Israelites  were  fdtying  Darvid,  and 
the  PMHstines  desfnsing  Mm^  he  ran  toward  the  army  to  m^'et 

49  the  Philistine.  Atid  David  pnt  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took 
thence  a  stone,  and  slang  [it,]  and  smote  the  Philistine  in  his 
forehead,  that  the  stone  sunk  into  his  fo^head  ;  and  he  fell  up' 
on  his  fiice  to  the  earth  ;  the  beaver  of  his  helmet,  or  that  pari 
which  corvers  the  forehead^  was  probably  turned  up  in  stom,  and 

50  fearing  no  danger  to  that  place^  God  directed  the  stone  there.'  So 
David  prevailed  <irver  the  Phfllstine  with  a  sling  and  with  a 
stone,  and  smote  the  Philistine,  and  slew  him  ;  but  [there  was] 

B 1  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  David.  Therefore  David  ran,  and 
stood  upott  the  Philistine,  and  took  his  sword,  aAd  drew  it  out 
of  the  sheath  thereof,  and  slew  hifn,  and  cut  off  his  head  there^' 
with.  And  when  the  Philistines  saw  their  champion  was  dead, 
they  fled  ;  they  did  not  throw  down  their  arms  and  become  ser^* 
vants  to  Sauij  as  doBath  hadpronnsed^  but  ran  away^ 

^3  And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Jtidah  arose,  and  shouted,  and 
pursued  the  Philistines,  David  probably  leading  the  way^  until 
thou  dome  to  the  valley,  and  to  the  gates  of  Ekron.  And  the 
woimded  of  the  Philistines  fell  dotm  by  the  way  to  Sbaaraim, 
even  unto  Gath,  and  tinto  Ekron  ;  great  multitudes  were  dr-^ 

SS  stroyed.  And  the  children  of  Israel  returned  fift)m  chasing  af- 
ter the  Philistines,  and  they  spoiled  their  tents^ 

94  And  David  took  the  head  of  the  Philistine,  and,  after  he  had 
showed  it  to  Saulj  he  brought  it  to  Jerusalem  :  but  he  put  his  ar^ 
mour  m  his  tent,  and  afterward  laid  it  up  in  the  tabernacle^  (ch, 

55  zxi.  9.  And  when  Saul  saw  Pavid  go  forth  against  the  Philis-^ 
tine,  he  said  unto  Abner,  the  captain  of  Che  host,  Abner  whose 
son  [is]  this  youth  I  And  Abner  said,  [As]  thy  soul  liveth,  O 
king,  I  cannot  tell ;  SauCs  memory  was  probably  much  impaired f 
and  as  it  was  a  year  or  two  since  David  had  left  the  conrt^  he  warn 
aitered  in  stature^  and  now  had  on  his  shepherd's  dress^   Mner 
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wight  have  been  from  home  on  wme  exfte^tion  while  David  ioa» 

56  with  Sattlj  and  for  that  reaton  did  not  know  him  now.    And  xYit 

57  king  sud,  Inquire  thou  whose  son  the  stripling  [is.]  And  as 
David  returned  horn  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistines,  Abner  took 
him,  and  brought  him  before  Saul  with  the  head  of  the  Philis- 

58  tine  in  his  hand.  And  Saul  said  to  him,  Whose  son  [art]  thou* 
[thou]  young  man  ?  And  David  answered,  [I  am]  the  son  of 
thy  servant  iesse  the  Betiilehemite  ;  and  Udd  the  head  of  hi*  tne- 
my  at  the  km^9feet. 

REFLECTIONS. 

«  ■ 

1.  TTOW  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  young  peo|^e,  is  the  hu* 
XjL  mility  and  modesty  of  David.  He  seemed  glad  to  be 
dismissed  fix>m  court,  that  he  might  retire  to  a  plain  private  life  ; 
though  he  knew  what  God  intended  him  for.  He  did  not  appear 
to  be  fond  of  preeminence  ;  but  was  content  to  live  in  an  humble 
station,  till  God  should  cafi  him  out  to  a  more  public  and  honoura- 
ble one.  Let  young  people  learn,  that  humility  is  the  gfeatest  or* 
nament,  and  the  best  preparative  for  advalicement  in  the  world  \ 
above  all,  that  it  is  the  way  to  secure  the  &vour  of  God ;  who  temt'- 
tth  theproud^  but  grveth  grace  to  the  humble. 

2.  We  see  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  a  proud,  envious  spirit. 
With  what  pride,  ill  nature,  and  rudeness  did  Eliab  treat  David  ! 
but  this  was  a  sure  sign  of  a  base,  cowardly  spirit.  He  chode  and 
trampled  upon  him,  as  if  unworthy  of  his  notice.  It  is  to  be  feared 
this  is  too  much  the  case  with  many  elder  brothers,  who  think  they 
Ihave  a  right  to  domineer  over  the  younger.  Men  of  proud,  envious 
epirits,  often  run  into  indolent  language,  indulge  groundless  jealous- 
ies, and  censure  Very  unjustly.  It  should  be  our  care  to  guard 
against  this  temper,  and  honour  virtue  and  merit  wherever  we  see 
it  Let  brethren  especially  be  kind,  obli^g,  and  affable,  one  to, 
another. 

3.  We  learn,  not  to  render  ratUng  /or  raiUng,  David  was  un- 
doubtedly displeased  at  this  unkind  and  unjust  treatment,  but  he 
kept  himself  from  passion,  and  with  a  sqft  answer  turned  away  wrath. 
Though  he  had  reason  on  his  side,  he  did  not  rail,  and  return  the 
abusive  language,  but  bore  it  with  an  excellent  temper.  We  have 
never  more  reason  to  guard  out*  heart  and  tongue,  than  when  we 
meet  with  ill  treatment  and  scurrilous  lan^age  ;  especially  when 
we  are  conscious  that  we  do  not  deserve  it.  David,  when  ruline 
his  own  spirit,  was  more  honourable  than  when  killing  Goliath.  & 
that  hath  rule  aver  hi9  own  s/drit^  and  shows  it  by  bridling  his  tongue^ 
it  better  than  the  mighty, 

4.  The  servants  of  God  ought  to  take  encouragement  from  for- 
mer appearances  of  Providence  in  their  &vour.  How  wisely  and 
piouslv  did  David  argue,  that  God  would  now  deliver  him,  because 
he  had  before  done  so  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion  and  the  bear.  He 
xecoUected  what  he  had  doue^  that  he  still  had  the  same  power,  and 
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tiierefbr^  trusted  that  he  irould  do  it.  So  St.  Paul  reasons,  (sonle 
fhfUk  with  allusion  to  this  story)  /  was  deihered  out  qffhe  mouth  €f 
ike  Hon  ;  and  the  Lord  shall  deltoer  me  from  every  evil  ttfork^  and  tnll 
firtserue  me  unto  his  heavenly  kingdom, 

5.  We  learn  from  the  whole  story,  that  the  strong  man  should  not 
glory  in  his  strength.  Goliath,  though  one  of  the  tallest  men  that 
ever  lived,  proportionably  strong,  and  well  armed,  was  overcome 
hy  a  contemptible  stone  from  David^s  sKng.  This  monster,  with 
his  armour  and  weapons,  was  all  brought  down  at  once.  How  vani 
is  it  to  boast  of  strength  1  What  a  mean  thing  to  glory  in^  when 
Kfe  is  so  precarious,  and  so  easily  taken  away  I  Let  the  enemies  o£ 
God  and  his  people,  who  proudly  defy  hnn  and  his  armies,  see  how 
easily  he  can  pour  contempt  upon  them,  and  sink  their  glory  in  the 
dust.  Let  us  all  remember,  that  piety  is  the  strength  and  omiei* 
ment  of  the  man  ;  and  while  g^eat  Goliath's  pride  and  vapouring 
is  brought  down,  pious,  humble  David  i9  the  man  whom  God  deSght^ 
€th  to  honour. 

CHAP.  xvm. 

VPe  /krvchere  David's  honour^  Sauts  envy^  isndhU  aftemfits  to  destroy 

Dtrtnd. 

1  /%  N  D  it  canie  to  pass,  when  he  had  madd  itti  end  of  speak^ 
JIjl  ing  unto  Saul,  that  the  soid  of  Jonathan  was  knit  with 
the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan  ioived  htm  as  his  own  soul.^ 

S  And  Saul  took  him  that  daf  ,  and  would  let  him  go  no 
more  home  to  his  father^s  honse,  htu  vnuid  have  Mm  to  be 

5  atmtys  vdth  hisn.  Then  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant^ 
because  he  loved  him  as  his  own  soul ;  they  solemnly  entered 
into  a  league  of  per^nalfiiendsMfij  ^uhich  extended' to  themselves 

4  and  their  fiosterity.  And  Jonathafi  stripped  himself  of  the  robe 
that  [was]  upon  him^  and  gave  ft  to  llkivid,  and  his  garments, 
even  to  his  swovd,  and  to  his  bow,-  and  to  liis  girdle,  that  hk. 
ndght  th  him  honvur^  and  see  Mm  habited  suitably^  to  the  noble  eX" 

$/d^s  he  had  fierftrmed.  And  Da^id'vwent  out  Whithersoever 
Saul  sent  hhn^<[and]  behaved  himself  wisely  :  and  Saul  set  bins 
over  the  men  of  war,  made  Mm  cafitain  of  the- guards  ;'  and  he 
was  accepted  in  the  sight'of  ^the  pebplcf,  and  also  in  the  sight 
of  tent's  servants  ;  hehadthe  good  ipHUofSaulj  of  Mb  courtiers^ 
of  the  soldiers^  and  ofaUthe  peopls  i  b^t  it'ftfae  ktUla  grater 
hoMur  that  he  had  grace  to  bear  alt  tM»  without  pride  and-^  ar* 
togance^ 

*  FrolMblT  Daivid  nOd  tMiefiUag  more  iIimi  we  In^  pnticular  Mcoapt  of :  ^bich 

»lgbt  farther  discover  his  prudence,  modesty,  courage*  :lod  inety.  lonathan  loved  him  for 
these  excellent  virtues,  and  the  services  b«  had  done  tor  God,  for  the  Kiiifj^,  and  for  all  Isr;ie]. 
A- wise  ?r«vMtiN9e  intondeA- this  for  ^bt  prearrvaktion  of  David,  that  he  mleht  hm«frien<| 
ait  coart  to  intei^eede  for  him,  to  give  him  notice  af  dmgar/  «m1  svpport  Miacoauort  him  nrf 
dcr  ail  his  diilicaltiet  and  Ul  usagr*  • 

Vot.  III.  K 
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.6  And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  came,  when  David  w«b  fetoned 
from  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  that  the  women  came  out 
of  all  the  cities  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing  to  meet  king  Saiil» 
when  he  returned  from  his  camfi  to  hU  fialace  at  Gibeahy  with  ta- 

7  hrets,  with  joy,  and  with  instruments  of  music.  And  the 
women  answered  [one  another]  as  they  played,  and  said,  Saul 
hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands,  m  slityiTig 
Goiiathjond  thuB  making  way  Jbr  the  destruction  of  the  PWxstmen. 

•  And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  the  saying  displeased  him,  hisan^ 
gry  fiassions  began  to  rise  ;  and  he  sidd,  They  have  ascribed  unto 
David  ten  thousands,  and  to  me  they  have  ascribed  [but]  thou- 
sands :  and  [what]  can  he  have  more  but  the  kingdom  ?  He 
now  susfiected  that  David  was  the  person  whom  Samuel  rrferred 

f  to  as  his  successor.  And  Saul  eyed  David  from  that  day  and 
forward  with  envy  and  maUee  ;  he  watched  to  see  whether  he  took 
any  steps  to  undermine  him  and  gain  the  throne, 

10  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  evil  siHrit  frona 
God  came  upon  Saul,  Ms  discontented^  angry^  melancholy  dispo» 
sitiony  exftosed  him  to  the  attack  qfthe  evil  sfdritj  and  he  piophe* 
aied  in  the  midst  of  the  house  :*  and  David  played  with  his 
hand,  as  at  other  times  :  and  [there  was]  a  javelin  in  Saul's 

1 1  hand.  And  Saul  cast  the  javelin  ;  for  he  said,  I  will  smite 
David  even  to  the  waO  [with  it.]    And  David  avoided  out  of  his 

id  presence  twice.  And  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  because  the 
Loan  was  with  him,  and  was  departed  from  Saul  i  this  confirmed 

l^  his  o/iinioH  that  he  was  the  man  designed  Jbr  the  kingdom  :  There- 
fore Saul  removed  him  fhrni  him,  and  made  him  his  captain 
over  a  thousand  ;  he  em/iloyed  him  abroad  in  warlike  and  dan" 
gerous  exfieditionsj  hofdng  he  might  be  slain  in  some  qfthem,  or 
that  he  should  Jind  an  o/tftortunity  of  destroying  him  firtvatdy  ; 

14  and  he  went  out  and  came  in  before  the  people.  And  Da- 
vid behaved  himself  wisely   in  all  his  ways,  there   was  no 

15  Jault  in  his  conduct  ;  and  the  Lord  [was]  with  him.  Where- 
fore when  Saul  saw  that  he  behaved  himself  very  wisely,  he  was 
a£raid  of  him  ;  this  increased  SauPs  au^dcion  and  desire  of  re* 

16  venge.  But  aU  Israel  and  Judah  loved  David,  because  he  went 
out  «id  came  in  before  them ;  ail  the  tribes  of  Israel^  more 
ts/iedaUy  that  ffJudah^  kroed  JDapid.:  he  headed  them  in  ail  their 
exfteditione^  and  his  prudent  condwet^  courage^  and  success^  gained 
their  affection. 

17  And  Saul  sud  to  David,  Behold  my  elder  daughter  Merab, 
e     her  will  I  give  thee  to  wife*:  only  be  thou  valiant  for  me,  and 

fight  the  Lord's  battles  x  Saul  was  under  an  obligation  to  do  this^ 
a€eording  to  his  promise  for  kil&ng  Goliath  $  but  Dmnd*s  humility 
mtotdd  not  allow  him  to  claim  it,  Mw  Saul  offers  it.  And  can  any 
thing  be  more  kind  than  to  offer  him  hie  daughter  ?  or  any  thing 
mote  religious  than  to  wish  success  to  the  LorxPs  battles  f  yet  thi9 

*  Tteoftgliial  h,  he  made  Mmutfa  pnphet*  or  fieigned  faimtelf  tobe  mder  a  imopfaetlc 
Ihioenoe ;  song  tome  devoot  tong*  mid  iwed  such  •igni  and  n^circi  at  pr^a^  wuM^  ^' 
vs  1«U  David  ailcc|»  tbat  be  migos  not  tvspcct  an;  dapg«r« 
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ireaeherau$  wretch  never  intended  more  mi9chieftojf)cruid^  or  more 
unfaithjiflneaa  to  Gody  than  at  this  time.  For  Saul  said.  Let  not 
mine  hand  be  upon  hini)  but  let  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  be 
upon  him  ;  he  did  not  care  to  murder  him  himself  ^  but  would  ha 

It  glad  that  he  should faU  by  the  hands  tf  the  Philistines.  And  DaTid 
modestly  answered^  and  said  unto  Saul|  Who  [am]  1 1  and  what 
[is]  mj  life,  [or]  my  father's  family  in  Israel,  that  I  should  be 
son  in  law  to  the  king  ?  myself  and  my  Jamily  are  too  nt^dl 
to  expect  such  an  honour y  yeoy  even  the  hazarding  my  Ufe  cannot 

t9  deserve  it.  But  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  when  Merab  Saul's 
daughter  should  have  been  given  to  David,  that  she  was  given 
unto  Adriel  the  Meholathite  to  wife.  The  match  had  been  de^ 
iayedi  to  endear  it  the  more  :  at  lengthy  when  his  hofies  were  at 
the  highest  J  his  affections  fixed^  and  the  time  appointed^  Saul  broke 
it  off  at  once  :  perhaps  to  raise  Davids  resentment  that  he  ndght 
have  some  pretence  Jor  putting  him  to  death, 

50  And  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved  David  :    and  they  told 

51  Sauly  and  the  thing  pleased  him.  And  Saul  said>  I  will  give 
him  her,  that  she  may  be  a  snare  to  him,  and  that  the  hand  of 
the  Philistines  may  be  against  him.  Wherefore  Saul  said  to 
David,  thou  shall  Uiis  day  be  my  son  in  law  in  [the  one  of]  the 
twain,  in  the  younger,  though  not  in  the  elder y  hoping  that  she  would 
prove  a  snare  to  kim,  and  join  to  execute  a  design  against  his  l^e» 

92  And  Saul  commanded  his  servants,  [saying,]  Commune  with 
David  secretly,  and  say,  Behold,  the  king  hath  delight  in  theCf 
and  all  his  servants  love  thee  :  now  therefore  be  the  king's  son 
in  law.  David  was  not  forward  to  accept  the  offer,  but  the  court' 
iers  were  commanded  to  urge  him  to  it,  by  telling  him  that  he  had 

53  the  affection  of  the  king  and  the  people.  And  Saul's  servants 
spake  those  words  in  the  ears  of  David.  And  David  saidy 
Seemeth  it  to  you  [a]  light  [thing]  to  be  a  king's  son  in  law, 
seeing  that  I  [am]  a  poor  man,  and  lightly  esteemed  ^  lam  not 
able  to  pay  a  dowry  such  as  a  king  Tnight  expect.  This  was  the 
custom  qf  those  days,  and  was  to  be  settled  on  the  wife  and  her 

54  c/iildren.      And  the  servants  of  Saul  told  him,  saying,  On  this 
%5  manner  spake  David.     And  Saul  said,  Thus  shall  ye  say  to 

David,  The  king  desireth  not  any  dowry,  but  an  hundred  fore- 
skins of  the  PhiUstines,  to  be  avenged  of  the  king's  enemies* 
This  was  a  proposal  wfiich  he  thought  David  could  not  decline 
without  the  imputation  (fcowarcKce  :  but  Saul,  by  pretending  zeal 
against  the  Philistines,  thought  to  make  David  fall  by  the  hand  of 

36  the  Philistines.  And  when  his  servants  told  David  these  wordsy 
it  pleased  David  well  to  be  the  king's  son  in  law :  and  tlie  days 

57  for  the  bringing  in  the  foreskins  were  not  expired.  Wherefore 
David  arose  and  wen^  he  and  his  men,  and  slew  of  the  Philis« 
tines  two  hundred  men  ;*  and  David  brought  their  foreskins,  anc) 
they  gave  them  in  full  tale  to  the  king,  that  he  might  be  the 
king^s  son  in  law.  And  Saul  gave  him  Michal  his  daughter 
to  wife. 

•Dr.  frail  cfafenrcfl*  that  the  Creek  vmion  Iwrt  has  only  «  hundrei.  Comp.  v,  25.  and 
Davul'ioiifD  woidt/  t  Sam,  Ui.  14.  r        j  -«■ 
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§8      Atkd  Sail)  saw  and  knew  that  the  Lor^  [was]   with  £)iiTidy 

and  [that]  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved  him)  ^^  too  nmch  qf^ 

fecHonfor  her  huaband  to  join  in  the  base  designs  of  herjather. 

S9  And  Saul  wa&  yet  the  more  afraid  of  David,  because  his  demgns 
againat  hU  life  had  miacarriedf  and  the  woay  wob  paved  Jor  h^ 
to  the  throne  hy  Ma  being  the  tinges  eon  in  laws  and  Saul  became 
David*s  enemy  continually  ;  he  vma  every  day  morefiiUy  bent  to 

§0  destroy  him.  Then  the  Princes  of  the  Philistines  went  forth  to 
revenge  the  injury  David  had  done  them  s  and  it  came  to  pass, 
after  they  went  forth,  [that]  David  behaved  himself  vaore  wis^ 
ly  than  all  the  servants  of  Saul :  so  that  liis  name  was  mucb  set 
by  ;  he  vfoa  highly  esteemed  by  ally  which  raised  Sat^*s  fi^tsszofiy 
and  increased  his  zeal  to  destroy  him^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

'1.  "TTTT"  E  »ee  here  an  afiPecting  instance  of  the  vanity  of  the 
t      VY     world.     Who  so  seemingly  "happy  as  David}  He  re- 
lumed in  triumph^  Saul  caressed  and  advanced  him,  Jonathan  the 
Jdngs's  son  made  a  league  vnth  him,  the  Idng^s  daughter  fell  in 
itove  with  him,  the  ocmrtiers  and  soldiers  esteemed  him,  and  he  was 
beloved  by  ail  the  people  ;  yet  this  was  the  beginning  of  his  sor<« 
rows  ;  and  innumerable  artifices  were  piade  use  of  to  destroy  him. 
See  what  slippery  places  great  men  stand  in  ;  and  what  little  rea-^ 
son  there  is  to  envy  their  condition.     David  was  much  happier 
■when  a  shepherd  than  now.     Let  us  learn  contentment  in  a  low 
condition,  and  check  th^  nsings  of  ambition.     The  greater  height^ 
the  greater  danger. 

9.  See  what  a  malignant  passion  envy  isa  and  what  a  demon 
it  turns  a  man  into.    Never  was  Saul*s  breast  so  fit  a  Ibdgihg  for 
the  evil  spirit,  as  when  full  of  envy.     He  needed  no  worse  spirit 
than  his  own  to  torment  him.     The  case  was,  David  had  behaved 
well,  and  the  women  gave  Saul  more  and  David  less  than  he  de^ 
served ;  and  yet  how  does  his  envy  and  resentment  rise  !  It  is  plain 
that  the  Spiiit  of  God  is  departed  from  men,  when  they  can  bear 
to  hear  no  one  praised  but  themselves  ;  when  they  are  jealous  and 
suspicious  of  every  body  about  them ;  can  resent  undesigned  affronts, 
and  are  peevish  and  ill  natured  in  their  language.   The  wisdom  which 
is  from  above  is  different  from  this,  it  is  fieaceable  and  gentle  ;  but 
mohere  envy  and  strife  isj  there  is  every  evil  work. 

S.  Those  that  behave  wisely,  and  have  God  with  them,  ought  to 
be  reverenced  and  loved.  The  respect  which  Saul's  courtiers 
and  soldiers  paid  to  David,  was  no  more  than  he  deserved  ) 
even  Saul  feared  him.  The  way  to  secure  esteem  and  respect,  is 
to  behave  ourselves  gently.  *  Men,'  as  Mr.  Henrt  observes,  *  think 
the  way  to  be  feared  is  to  huf^  and  hector,  and  threaten  ;  which 
makes  them  feared  by  fools  only,  but  despised  by  the  wise  and  good. 
"Whereas  the  way  to  be  both  feared  and  loved,  feared  by  those  to 
whom  w^  would  wish  to  be  a  terror^  and  loved  by  those  to  whoix^ 
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sue  tiwild  wisb  to  be  «  deH^t^  is  to  behave  ounelres  gently^  pm« 
dfintlyf  mid  ciicutnspectly)  humUy  and  unblameably/  Wisdom  makc% 
ike  face  to  Mne  ;  it  commands  esteem  aad  respect. 

4.  If  DaTtd  reckcmed  it  such  an  honour  to  be  Saul's  son  in  law, 
nbfit  an  honour  is  it  lo  be  the  sons  and  daughters  qf  the  Most  High^ 
the  King  of  kings  I  David  speaks  of  the  alliance  with  great  respect 
thoiigh  he  himself  had  many  deserving  qualities.  How  great  an 
hcmoiir  then,  have  the  saints,  to  call  God  their  father,  and  to  receive 
the  tokens  of  his  love  and  care ;  and  an  heav^ily  inheritance  !  If 
tbm  is  a  light  imitter  jio  any  of  us,  we  know  not  the  dignity  and 
Jiappiness  resulting  from  it.  Bot  'every  good  man  will  say  with 
Jqhn,  I  EfiiMtlcj  i.  3.  BthokL^  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  6e^. 
starved  ttfion  «w,  thaiveshoiUd  be  ceiled  the  eons  of  God. 


CHAP.    XIX. 


JDtnnd  sficke  hy  eerfierience  when  he  aaid^  *  Many  are  the  aJKctions  of 
the  righteous^  but  the  Lord  deUvereth  him  out  qfthem  all.*  He  has  in 
thtB  chafiterjbur  renuarkakie  fcopcsfroim  destruction  ;  thejirst  by 

'  Jonathan's  intetftosition  ;  the  second  by  his  onm  activity  ;  the  third 
by  meaue  of  his  wife  5  and  the  fiurth  by  the  immediate  hand  of 
eod. 

I  AND  Saul  spake  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to  all  his  ser« 
JTJl  vants,  that  they  should  kill  David  ;  w/ten  he  could  not  de* 
stroy  him  by  crafty  heprockdmed  ofien  enmity  ;  and  hofies  the  cottrtm 
iers  would  ail  him^  or  at  least  that  Jonathan  would,  out  of  regard 

9  to  his  father's  authority  and  his  ovm  interest.  But  Jonathan  Saul's 
son  delighted  much  in  David  ;  and  Jonathan  told  David,  say* 
ing,  Saul  my  father  seeketh  to  kill  thee :  now  therefore,  I  pray 
thee,  take  heed  to  thyself  until  the  morning,  and  abide  in  a  se- 
cret [place,]  and  hide  thyself :  when  the  courtiersfbund  that  Saul 
woefully  set  against  Dcand,  none  of  them  durst  appear  to  plead  for 
himy  but  Jonathan  his  faitf^kd friend.  Me  irformed  David  qf  the 
private  orders  which  had  been  given,  and  exhorted  him  to  hide 

3  himself  immediately.  And  I  will  go  out  and  stand  beside  retf 
father  in  the  field  where  thou  [art,]  I  will  attend  him  in  his  mefm^ 
ing  walk,  or  to  his  military  exercises^  and  I  will  commune  with 
my  &ther  of  thee  s  /  wiU  plead  thy  cause  s  perhaps  his  anger 
may  have  abated,  and  his  mind  be  changed  /  and  what  I  see  that  I 
will  tell  thee,  that  tf  necessary  thou  may  est  escape  at  once, 

4  And  Jonathan  spake  good  of  David  unto  Saul  his  &ther,  and 
said  unto  him,  Let  not  die  king  sin  against  his  servant,  against 
Davids  because  he  hath  not  sinned  against  thee,  and  because 

5  his  works  [have  been]  to  theeward  very  good  :  For  he  did  put 
his  life  in  his  hand,  and  slew  the  Phihatine,  and  the  Loro 

*  wrought  a  great  salvation  for  all  Israel :  thou  sawest  ^it,]  and 
didst  rejoice ;  wherefore  then  wilt  thou  mh  against  innocen$ 
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6  bIood>  to  slay  David  without  a  cause  ^  And  ^ul  hearkened  an<^ 

to  the  voice  of  Jonathan  :  and  Saul  aware,  [As]  the  Lo&s  liv* 

eth  he  shall  not  be  skin  :  6ia  he  did  not  continue  long  in  thh 

f  good  mind.    And  Jonathan  called  David,  and  Jonathan  showed 

lum  all  those  things.      And  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul> 

and  he  was  in  his  presence  as  in  times  past. 

S      And  there  was  war  again  :  and  David  went  out  wiM  hU  thoU" 

9omd  men  and  fought  with  the  Philistines,  and  slew  them  with 

a  great  slaughter  ;  and  they  fled  from  him.     TMs  ntecew  raited 

9  Saufa  envy  and  malice.    And  the  evil  spirit  from  the  Loan  was 

upon  Saul,  as  he  sat  in  his  house  vnth  his  javelin  in  his  hand, 

which  %pere  then  tuedjor  scefitrea  :  and  David  played  with  [his] 

to  hand.  And  ^dxA-Jorgetting  hia  oath,  as  rath  ewearera  utuaily  dOf 
sought  to  smite  David  even  to  the  wall  with  the  javelin  ;  buthe 
slipped  away  out  of  Saul's  presence,  and  he  smote  the  javelin 

1 1  into  the  wall :  and  David  fied,  and  escaped  that  night.  Saul, 
having  added  fierjury  to  his  other  crimes^  his  conscience  being 
grown  seared  and  his  designs  desperate,  also  sent  messengers 
unto  David's  house,  to  watch  him,  and  to  slay  him  in  the  mom* 
ing  :  and  Michal  David's  wife,  having  intelligence  from  courts 
fierhafts  from  Jonathan,  told  him,  saying.  If  thou  save  not  thy 

13  life  tonight,  tomorrow  thou  shalt  be  slain.  So  Michal  let  Da- 
vid down  through  a  vnndow  :  and  he  went,  and  fled,  and  es- 

13  ^caped.t  And  Michal  took  an  image,  and  laid  [it]  in  the  bed, 
and  put  a  pillow  of  goats'  [hair]  for  his  bolster,  or  rather,  pui 
goats*  hair  about  the  head  of  the  image,  the  better  to  resemble  Da" 

H  irid,  and  covered  [it]  with  a -cloth.  And  when  Saul  sent  mes* 
sengers  to  take  David,  she  said.  He  [is]  sick  ;  and  probably 
shTwed  them  the  bed,  to  prevent  their  suspicion  f  and  they  hads0 
much  humanity  as  not  to  distress  him,  but  vfent  to  inform  Saui^ 

15  w/ttchgave  David  more  time  to  escape.  And  Saul  sent  the  mes* 
sengers  [again]  to  see  David,  saying.  Bring  hin^  up  to  me  in 
the  bed,  that  I  may  slay  him.  He  would  not  wait  to  see  whether 
his  sickness  would  prove  mortal  or  not,  but  orders  them  to  bring 
him,  sick  or  well,  that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  to  di^mtch  him 

16  with  his  own  hands.  And  when  the  messengers  were  come  ini 
behold,  [there  was]  an  image  in  the  bed,  with  a  pillow  of  goats' 

17  [hair]  for  his  bolster.  And  Saul  said  unto  Michal,  Why  hast  thoix 
deceived  me  so,  and  sent  away  mine  enemy,  that  he  is  escaped? 
SatU  did  not  expect  to  be  served  so  by  his  daughter  ;  but  Providence 
made  her  the  means  of  his  deliverance,  though  she  was  intended  to  be 
his  ruin,  A^'d  Michal  answered  Saul,  he  said  unto  me,  Let 
me  go  ;  why  should  I  kill  thee  I  Here  she  told  another  He,  which 

•  what  a  noble  act  of  dbmteretted  fHendihtp !  to  plead  hit  omae  bdbre  hit  iwom  enemj* 
ttIio  was  a  man  of  such  riolent  paitions.  He  saggetted  to  His  father,  what  a  dn  «id  a  <fi«ii6«* 
•or  it  woold  be  to  tlay  so  ftithful  a  eervant*  who  had  hasarded  hit  life  and  tare<a  whole  na* 
tioti.  Thtrt  is  a  great  deal  of  aki  U  and  delicacy  in  this  addrest  $  had  he  taid  more  of  Davldte 
meritt.  it  would  only  have  infliimed  Saul's  enmity ;  and  therefore  he  chose  to  select  this  la» 
stance  ia  which  Saul  had  tome  merit  and  much  complacency*  and  it  had  the  haqifacec  efl^c 

t  It  was  now  hecompoted  the  fifty  ninth  psalm,  whkhibowf  tiv  «f8y»tf»iini  his  aial 
*-  to,  and  may  be  proptrI)r  read  after  thi*  cbaptar* 
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U  no  imttf  txcumbk  ;  though  her  keve  to  her  himband  u  coBmeTtd" 
uble.  Brforey  sht  behaved  Uke  David**  loife^  but  now^  Hke  Squ/Tm^, 
daughter.  David  vhib  not  aiich  an  imfierioua^  brutish  husband  a» 
9he  intimaied  $  but  ahe  said  any  thing  to  turn  the  edge  qf  Sa2d*% 
resentment. 

IS  So  David  fied^  and  escaped,  and  came  to  Samuel  to  Ramah^ 
/or  direction  and  firotectioti^  and  told  him  all  that  Saul  had  done  t» 

19  hiiB.  And  he  and  Samuel  went  and  dwelt  in  Naioth.  And  it 
was  told  Saul)  saying)  Behold,  David  [is]  at  Naioth  in  Ramah. 

30       And  Sauly  forgetting  the  reverence  due  to  Samuel  and  the  stu^ 

'  denisy  sent  messengers  to  take  David  :  and  when  they  saw  the 
company  of  the  prophets  prophesying,  singing  divine  songs^  and 
celebrating  the  praises  qf  God  in  subiime  and  rapturous  strains, 
and  Samuel  standing  [as]  appointed  over  them,  to  instruct^  mod* 
erate  and  direct  them  in  their  holy  exercise^  the  Spirit  of  God  waa. 
Upon  the  messengers  of  Sauli  and  they  also  prophesied  ;  t/icy 
either  forgot  Daroid^  or  their  minds  were  brought  into  so  good  a 

81  frame  that,  they  durst  not  do  so  ilia  thing.  And  when  it  was  told 
Sauli  he  sent  other  messengers,  and  they  prophesied  likewise. 
And  Saul  sent  n^esaengers  again  the  third  time,  and  they  pro- 

33  phesied  also,  all  were  diverted  from  their  fiur/iose.  Then  went 
he  himself  9lso  to  Ramah,  (surprising  obstinacy  I J  and  came  to 
a  great  well  that  [is]  in  Sechu :  and  he  asked  and  said,  Where  [are] 
Samuel  and  David  ?  And  [one]  said,  3ehold,  [they  be]  at  Nai« 

33  oth  in  Ramah.    And  he  went  thither  to  Naioth  in  Ramah :  and 
'     the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  ham  also,  and  he  went  on,  and  pro* 

phesied,  until  he  came  to  Naioth  in  Ramah  ;  God  showed  him 
beforehand  that  it  was  in  vain  he  attemfited  to  take  David^  whom 

34  God  defended.  And  he  stripped  off  his  clothes  also,  and  prophe* 
aied  before  Samuel  in  like  manner,  and  lay  down  naked*  aU 
that  day  and  all  that  night.  Wherefore  they  say,  [Is]  Saul 
also  among  the  prophets  ? 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  ^XT^  ^*y  ^^^^  observe,  that  there  is  no  dependence  to  be 
V  V  placed  on  a  man  of  ungovemed  passion.  A  furious  man^ 
aidth  Solomon,  abideth  in  transgression,  David  had  every  thing  to 
secure  him  from  violence,  that  would  be  likely  to  influence  a  reason- 
able man  ;  goodness,  merit,  great  services,  affinity  ;  Saul's  reason 
was  on  his  side ;  he  had  bound  himself  by  an  oath  not  to  hurt  hink ; 
yet  he  overlooked  and  broke  through  all.  There  is  no  trusting  to  a 
man's  honour,  his  word,  or  even  his  oath,  if  he  has  no  command 
over  his  passions  ;  for  he  is  in  fact  a  madman.  The  fewer  deal- 
ingpi,  and  the  less  acquaintance  we  have  with  such  persons,  the  bet- 
ter. Make  nofriendshift  with  an  angry  man  ;  and  with  a  furious 
man  thou  shalt  not  go  ;  test  thou  learn  his  ways  ;  and  get  a  snare  tm 
thy  soul,     Prov,  xxu.  24,  25. 

_    *  Without  hsi  upper  larmtni  ;  M  Uie  phrase  U  bm4  by  tSic  sawr«d  wrlcer»>  ani  hf  featy 
€rMk  utA  Lfttlii  wclnri. 
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S.  We  see,  tliat  the  hearts  of  dl  men  are  in  God^s  ln»d^aid  he 
can  tarn  them  which  way  soever  he  will.  He  wonderfully  oi^er* 
ruled  Saul's  contrivances  for  David's  ruin  ;  turned  his  messengers 
fi)r  a  while  into  prophets,  and  at  length  Saul  himself  also.  God's 
power  is  not  confined  to  places  or  persons  ;  he  has  innumerable 
ways  to  confound  the  enemies  of  his  people,  and  to  defeat  their  de« 
vices.  He  can  manage  the  hearts  and  tongues  of  men,  so  as  to 
make  them  serve  his  own  purposes.  Let  this  preserve  us  from  th^ 
fear  of  man,  and  excite  us  to  courage  and  reaolnlion  in  the  way  of 
duty  ;  for,  if  God  be  for  U9j  v>ho  ahall  be  tigozmt  ts9  P 

S.  £xtra(»^inary  gifts  are  no  proof  of  true  grace.  Aunoi  may 
have  excellent  abilities,  both  natural  and  acquitvd,  yea,  sopemtftur- 
al  endowments,  and  yet  continue  ignorant  of  God  and  religion. 
Though  Saul  prophesied,  his  heart  continued  corrupt  and  unchang- 
ed.  Hence  we  learn,  not  to  trust  to  any  gifts  whatever,  fbr  thua 
saith  the  apostle  Paul,  Though  J  have  the  gift  of  prophecy^  like  Skul, 
and  underntand  ail  myateriee^  and  alt  knotokdge  ;  though  J  havt  all 
faith^  so  that  I  could  remove  mountedns  ;  though  I  bestow  «//  tkf^ 
goods  to  feed  the  poor  y  or  give  my  body  to  be  burned^  and  hewe  not  ehar» 
ityj  I  am  nothing.  I  Cor.  xiii.  2,  3.  And  our  Lord  declares,  Mzny 
win  say  to  me  in  that  day^  Lordy  Lordy  have  we  not  prophesied  in  th^ 
intone  7  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done 
many  wonderfid  works  P  Ahd  then  will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never 
knew  you  /  depart  from  mcy  ye  that  wsrk  iniquity.    MsUt^  vii.  23,  23, 


CHAP.    XX. 

Jh  this  chapter  David  represents  his  present  distress  to  Jonathan  / 
whoj  upon  discovering  SauPs  wicked  disposition,  iitforms  David  of 
his  danger  i  upon  which  they  mutually  renew  their  covenant  qf 
friendship^  and  affectionately  part  from  each  other. 

m 

\  AND  David,  taking  the  opfiortimity  of  SauVs  ecstasy,  fled 
jLjL  from  Nmoth  in  Rasnah^  and  came  and  said  before  J^na^ 
than.  What  have  I  done  ?  what  [is]  nune  iniquity  ?  and  what 
[is]  my  sin  before  thy  &ther,  that  he  seeketlx  my  Ufe  1  Me^ 
thought  there  must  be  some  extraordinary,  reason  for  oil  this  violent 
afiposition,  and  wished  to  know  it,  as  he  was  not  conscious  to  fdTnself 
.  %  (fany  irregularity.  And  he  said  unto,  him,  God  forbid  ;  thoa 
ahalt  not  die,  thou  needest  notjear  any  such  thing  :  behold,  iny 
lather  will  do  nothing  either  great  or  small,  but  that  he  will  sliovr 
it  ni^e  :  and  why  should  my  father  hide  tliis  thing  from  me  1  it 
[is]  <not  [so.]  Jonathan  seems  not  to  liave  known  all  the  steps 
that  Saul  had  taken  ;  or  he  trusted  too  much  to  Said's  oath,  or 
3  supposed  he  would  be  better  when  his  frantic  ft  was  oyer.  And 
David  sware  moreover,  took  a  solemn  oath  that  it  was  so,  and 
said|  Thy  father  certainly  knoweth  that  I  have  found  grace .  in 
thine  eyes  ;  and  he  saithy  Let  not  Jonathan  ksusm  this,  of  tsg^ 
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rewiiuHcn  to  kUl  David^  lest  he  be  |;rieved  :  but  tnily  [as]  th« 
LoRii  livethy  and  [as]  thy  soul  hveth,  [there  is]  but  a  step 
between  me  and  death,  /  9tand  m  extreme  danger^  Hke  a 

4  man  on  the  edge  of  a  firecipice.  Then  said  Jonathan  unto 
David)  Whatsoever  thy  soul  desireth,  I  will  even  do  [it]  for 

5  thee,  to  discover  SauPs  intention  and  save  thy  Ufe.  Anid  Da* 
vid  sud  unto  Jonathan,  Behold,  tomorrow  [is]  the  new  moon^ 
and  I  should  not  fail  to  sit  with  the  king  at  meat :  but  let  me 
go,  that  I  may  hide  myself  in  the  field  unto  the  third  [day]  at 

6  even.*  If  thy  father  at  all  miss  me,  then  say,  David  earn* 
estly  asked  [leave]  of  me,  that  he  might  run  to  Bethlehem 
his  city :  for  [there  is]  a  yearly  sacrifice  there  for  all  the  fiunily.t 

7  If  he  say  thus,  [It  is]  well ;  thy  servant  shall  have  peace :  but 
if  he  be  very  wroth,  [then]  be  sure  Chat  evil  is  determined  b^ 

9  him,  you  may  conclude  that  he  ia  still  intent  ufton  revenge.  There* 
fi>re  thou  shalt  deal  kindly  with  thy  servant,  hy  informing  me  how 
Saul  stands  affected  to  me^  and  what  is  the  cause  qfhis  anger  /  fi)r 
thou  hast  brought  thy  servant  iPio  a  covenant  of  the  Loan  with 
thee :  notwithstanding,  if  there  be  in  me  iniquity,  if  I  have  realfy 
done  ahy  thing  deserving  of  death^  slay  me  thyself ;  for  whf 
shouldst  thou  bring  me  to  thy  &ther  ?  why  betray  me  to  Mm^ 

f  hy  concealing  his  evil  intentions  from  me  ?  And  Jonathan  said^ 
Far  be  it  from  thee,  that  thou  s/iouldst  be  fiut  to  death,  either  Inf 
me  or  my  father  :  for  if  I  knew  certainly  that  evil  were  deter* 
mined  by  my  father  to  come  upon  thee,  then  would  not  I  tell  it 

10  diee  ?  Surely  this  is  the  least  that  I  could  do.  Then  said  Da- 
vid to  Jonathan,  Who  shall  tell  me  ?  or  what  [if]  thy  father 
answer  thee  roughly  ?  How  shall  I  be  informed  ffit  f  for  it  will 
not  be  possible  for  thee  to  come  to  me  thyself^ 

1 1  And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  Come,  and  let  us  go  out  into . 
the  field.    And  they  went  out  both  of  them  into  the  field,  thafi 

13  they  might  amsult  the  more  privately  about  this  matter,  AxA 
Jonathan,  whose  heart  was  filled  with  generous  friendship^  andi 
touched  at  the  afiprehension  <f  being  suspected  by  David,  broke  out 
into  apathetic  exclamation,  and  said  unto  David,  O  Lord  God  of 
Islrael,  or,  as  some  versions  read  it.  The  Lord  God  be  witness^ 
when  I  have  sounded  my  father  about  tomorrow  any  time,  [or  j 
the  third  [day,]  and,  behold,  [if  there  be]  good  toward  David» 

13  and  I  then  send  not  unto  thee,  and  show  it  thee  ;  The  Lord  do 
•o  and  much  more  to  Jonathan :  but  if  it  please  my  father  [to 
do]  thee  evil,  then  I  will  show  it  thee,  and  send  thee  away,  that 
thou  mayest  go  in  peace  :  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee,  as  he 

14  hath  been  with  my  father,  and  bring  thee  to  the  kingdom.  And 
t)ien  thou  shalt  not  only  while  yet  I  liye,  show  me  the  kindnesa 

15  af  the  Lord,  that  I  die  not :  But  [also]  thou  shalt  not  cut  off  thy 


*  There  was  a  tolenm  ncrifice  awry  new  moon ;  this  was  kept  for  two  days,  becaos« 
'die  noon  sometimrs  meared  in  the  evening  and  sometimes  in  the  morning.    llMqr  ftastetf 
•a  what  was  left  ;  aund  David*  as  an  officer  of  the  king's  son,  xaed  to  be  there. 

t  tt  was  the  eastern  of  ploas  families  to  assemble  at  an  yearly  sacrifice^  t«  ItrcBithill 
Ihiir  motnal  atfecdoiiy  iipd  jasn  In  chankfalafst  t*  Codfor  swnwp aB«r«kt« 


Voi,  lU. 
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hincbess  from  my  house  for  eyer :  n6,  not  V9htn  the  L>omi>  bath 
cut  off  the  enemies  of  David  every  one  from  the  face  of  the 

16  earth.*    So  Jonathan  made  [a  covenant]  with  the  house  of  Da« 

Tidy  vdth  David  and  hie  posterity^  [saying,]  Let  the  Lord  etta 

require  [it]  at  the  hand  of  David's  enemiesy  Ut  tJde  imprecation 

fail  ufion  any  that  thow  thcmtetues  to  be  David^a  enendee^  and 

17  nufself  among  the  reatj  if  I  do  «o.t  And  Jonathan  caused  David 
to  swear  again,  because  he  bved  him  :  for  he  loved  him  as  he 
loved  his  own  souly  ax^d  thought  he  could  never  do  enough  to  «f- 
cute  hia  friendMti»  ' 

18  Then  Jonathan  had  a  filan  to  aecure  tnteitigence^  and  ssud  to 
David,  Tomorrow  [is]  the  new  moon  :  and  thou  shalt  be  miss- 

19  ed)  because  thy  seat  will  be  empty.  And  [when]  thou  hSst 
stayed  three  days^  [then]  thou  shalt  go  down  quicklyy  and  come 
to  the  place  where  thou  didst  hide  thyself  when  the  business  i(kM 
[in  hand,]  and  shalt  remain  by  the  stone  Ezel,  so  called j  betetuae 
it  ahovfed  travellera  the  way  ;  probably  there  was  aome  inaeHfition 

SO  upon  itf  aa  it  VKua  by  the  highway.    And  I  will  shoot  three  arfows 

xm  the  side  [thereof,]  as  though  I  ^ot  at  a  marie.    Jofhathm  by 

thia  sign  waa  to  ahow  David  what  he  waa  to  doy  leat  ptaaengera  or 

81  apies  ahould  prevent  their  having  an  interview.  And,  beh<rfd,  I 
will  send  a  lad^  [saying,]  Go,  find  out  the  arrows.  If  I  expresiljp 
say  unto  the  lad,  Behold,  the  arrows  [are]  on  this  side  of  thee, 

-     take  them  ;  then  come  thou  :  for  [there  is]  peace  to  thee,  and 

52  no  hurt ;  [as]  the  Lord  liveth.  But  if  I  say  thus  unto  the 
young  man,  Behold,  the  arrows  [are]  beyond  thee  ;  go  ^ 

t%  way  :  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  thee  away.  And  [as  touching] 
the  matter  which  thou  and  I  have  spoken  o^  the  covenant  between 
tea  J  (v.  1 6,  1 7,)  behold,  the  Lohd  [be]  a  witneaa  or  judge  between 
thee  and  tne  for  ever. 

34  So  David,  when  the  time  waa  eome^  hid  himself  in  the  field  : 
and  when  the  new  moon  was  come,  the  king,  ma  wicked  a  men-^ia 
he  waa^  had  aome  regard  to  theaacredfkaat^  and  he  sat  him  down 

t5  to  eat  meat.  And  the  king  sat  upon  his  seat,  as  at  other  thnes, 
[even]  upon  a  seat  by  the  wall :  and  Jonathan  arose,  either  when 
hia  father  was  coming  in,  or  to  give  hia  uncle  Abner  rocnij  and 

tt%  Abner  sat  by  Saul's  side,  and  David's  place  was  empty.  Never- 
theless, Saul  spake  not  any  tlung  that  day  :  for  he  thought 
something  hath  befallen  him,  he  [is]  not  clean  ;  surely  he  ps] 
not  clean  ;  he  hath  contracted  aome  ceremonial  polhdionj  which 
rendera  him  unclean  till  the  evening,     (See  Lev,  xi.  24.  xv,  16.^ 

37  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  [which  was]  the  second 
[day]  of  the  month,  that  David's  place  was  empty :  and  Saul 
said  unto  Jonathan  his  son,  in  a  acomful  and  reproachful  manTterf 
Wherefore  cometh  not  the  son  of  Jesse  to  meat,  neither  yesSei*- 

28  day  nor  today  ?     And  Jonathan  answered  Saul,  David  eam- 

29  estly  asked  [leave]  of  me,  [to  go]  to  Bethlehem  :  And  he  saidj 

*  Th»  iirabaUy  refen  to  the  barbaroot  ciutom  of  tfio  king's  noocntor  tUxfUtg  all  tht 
fojal  t'amUy«  to  prevcat  dutnrbMice. 

t  It  was  in  rcswmbranct  of  this  covt nant  tint  Parid  WM  lo  kind  t«  Me|Wboiketh. 
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Jl^et  me  gO|  I  pray  thee ;  for  our  familf  liath  a  sacrifice  In  the 
city ;  and  my  brother  he  hath  comToanded  me  [to  be  there :]  and 
now,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thine  eyes,  let  me  g^et  away,  I 
pray  thee,,  and  see  my  brethren.  Therefore  he  cometh  not  unto 
to  the  king's  table.  Then  Sa\d*s  anger  was  kindled  against  Jon* 
athan,  he  9UBpected  that  it  was  designed,  and  breaking"  out  into  a 
moat  furious  passion^  showing  no  reverence  for  the  company^  nor 
regard  for  the  festirvaly  h^  said  unto  him,  Thou  son  of  thcper- 
verse  rebellious  [woman,]  or,  thou  perverse  rebel,  do  not  I  loiow 
that  thou  hast  chosen  the  son  of  Jesse  to  thine  own  confusion^ 
and  unto  the  confusion  of  thy  mother's  nakedness  ?  By  choosing 
my  enemy  for  thy  friend,  thou  pravest  thyself  not  to  be  my  son^ 
that  thy  mother  is  a  false  adulteress^  and  thou  unvforthy  to  inherit 

51  the  kingdom  :  For  as  long  as  the  son  of  Jesse  liveth  upon  the 

Cund,  thou  shalt  not  be  established,  nor  thy  kingdom.  Where-. 
i  now  send  and  fetch  him  unto  me,  for  he  shall  surely  die. 

52  T/us  a  Httle  roused  Jonathan's  resentment.  And  Jonathan  an- 
swered Saul  his  father  luith  rather  too  much  heat,  and  said  unto 

93  him,  Wherefore  shall  be  be  slain  ?  what  hath  he  done  ?  And 
Saul  cast  •  a  javelin  at  him  to  smite  him :  whereby  Jonathan 
knew  that  it  was  determined  of  his  father  to  slay  David  ;  he 
knew  there  was  no  making  any  terms,  or  exiiectation  of  Saul*s  at'- 

S4  tering  his  sentiments.  So  Jonathan  arose  from  the  table  in  fierce 
anger,  and  did  eat  no  meat  the  second  day  of  the  month  :  for 
he  was  grieved  for  David,  this  was  one  reason,  and  because  his 
father  had  done  him  shame,  had  reproached  and  abused  him,  and 
attempted  to  take  his  life. 

35  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  Jonathan,  taking  his 
bo^tf  and  arrows,  either  for  amusement  or  military  exercise,  went 
out  into  the  field  at  the  time  appointed  with  David,  and  a  little 

36  lad  ttrith  him.  And  he  said  unto  his  lad,  Run,  find  out  now  the 
arrows  which  I  shoot.    [And]  as  the  lad  ran,  he  shot  an  arrow 

37  beyond  him.  And  when  the  lad  was  come  to  the  place  of  the 
arrow  which  Jonathan  had  shot,  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad 
with  a  loud  voice,  so  thai  JDarvid  might  hear  him  from  under  the 
rock,  and  easily  distinguish  the  word,  beyond,  and  said,  [Is]  not 

3S  the  arrow  beyond  thee  ?  And  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad. 
Make  speed,  haste,  stay  not.    And  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up 

39  the  arrows,  and  came  to  his  master.    But  the  lad  knew  not  any 

40  thing  :  only  Jonathan  and  David  knew  the  matter.  And  Jona- 
than gave  hi$  artillery  unto  his  lad,  and  said  unto  him.  Go, 
carry  [thcln]  to  the  city  ;  seeing  that  the  coast  was  clear,  and 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  discovery ^  he  was  willing  to  have  a 
short  interview. 

41  [And]  as  soon  as  the  lad  was  gone,  David  arose  out  of  [a 
place]  toward  the  south,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and 
bowed  himself  three  times  :  and  they  kissed  one  another,  and 

42  wept  with  one  another,  until  David  exceeded.*    And  Jonathan 

*  David  midic  wee*  beonse  he  wai  baniihed  from  |us  wife  and  famiiy,  his  kindred,  and 
mt  hMit  9l  Gotb  l«t  It  Kcaxi  rasher  to  be  Joaathu'i  fcneroiity  tluu:  ovtr  whelmed  David ; 
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mi&  to  Darid)  Go  in  peace,  forasmuch  as  we  have  sworn  both 
of  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying,  The  Lord  be  between 
xne  and  thee,  and  between  my  seed  and  thy  seed  forever.  And 
lie  arose  and  departed  :  and  Jonathan  went  into  the  city. 

REFLECTIONS. 

[1.  TN  Jonathan  here  is  a  noble,  berdc  instance  of  fidthfol  friend* 
X  ship,  ji  friend  loroeth  at  aU  Htnes^  and  a  brother  is  bom  fir 
ndversity.  He  loved  one  who  was  to  supplant  him,  o&e  that  was  in 
adversity.  This  was  an  extraordinary  friendship,  built  on  the  purest 
principles.  This  example  of  candour,  integrity,  and  steadiness  in 
£iendship,  deserves  our  imitation.  He  that  hath  such  a  friend^ 
should  show  himself  friendly,  and  make  all  possible  retunis.  It  was 
f;reat  kindness  in  Jonathan  to  hazard  his  own  life  in  the  service  of 
3us  friend.  Greater  Urve  hath  no  man  than  thisy  to  lay  down  hi$  life  far 
Ms  friend  ;  but  €hd  cammendeth  his  love  toward  tw,  en  that  while  we 
mtere  yet  sinners  Christ  died/or  us  ;  and  after  his  example,  we  are 
commanded  to  be  willing  to  lay  down  ottr  lives  for  the  brethren. 

3.  We  have  here  a  ^rther  proof,  how  much  like  a  brute  and  » 
anonster,  ungovemed  passions  make  a  man.  Few  are  more  hard 
to  be  convinced  and  reformed,  than  men  of  strong  passions  and  un« 
governed  spirits.  In  the  example  of  Saul  they  may  see,  as  in  a 
glass,  their  own  features.  What  a  violent  passion  was  he  in  with 
liis  own  son,  who  was  dutiful,  valiant^  and  pious  1  Jonathan's  con* 
duct  was  no  evidence  that  his  mother  was  a  perverse,  rebellious 
woman  ;  but  passionate  men  never  scruple  what  they  say,  or  whom 
they  abuse,  Saul  vented  all  the  scandalous,  ill  natured  words  he 
could  think  of,  and  then  attempted  to  kill  him.  Let  persons  of  hot 
sind  hasty  tempers  recoUect  this  instance,  and  read  this  atoi|r  again 
and  again ;  let  masters  of  families  and  parents  often  reflect  upon 
it ;  that,  seeing  the  odiousness  of  anger  and  passion,  they  may  treat 
their  servants  with  mildness,  and  their  children  with  tender 
affection.  Fathers^  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath  £  but,  as 
the  elect  of  God<,  holy  and  beloved^  fnu  an  bowels  qf  qffecticny  com* 
fmssiany  and  gentleness  |  forbearing  and  forgiving  one  another^  even 
09  God  fir  Chrises  sake  hath  forgiven  you, 

tlMt  he  was  leaving  fodi  a  fiithfbl  friend,  who  had  jnst  saved  hi«  lift  at  the  hacard  of  hit 
•vn*  and  chat  he  was  leaving  him  to  die  fury  of  a  madniant  who  woidd*  if  ponU»le*  de» 
aMt>7  him  for  hii  regard  to  David.  Both  of  them  were  coo  maeh  aftcted  to  say  mach  moi«» 
therefore  Jonathan,  who  was  least  moved,  takes  leave  of  him  in  a  more  ealm.  religious  man* 
isv»  r^amUog  him  of  t^eir  aotwU  cagj^cneuu  and  toleiiw  covenaoit  in  the  sig^t  of  God 
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Davidf  by  imfiowig  ttfion  AMmelech^  get9  ftrtrvUiwM  and  a  tw^ird  ^ 
he  Jlit9  to  G€Uh^  and  imfumeth  on  the  PAUUtinet, 

1  np  HEN  came  David  to  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  priest, 
JL  either  to  take  ieave  qf  the  ark^  or  to  ^ek  direction  :*  and 
Ahimelech  was  afraid  at  the  meeting  of  David}  and  said  until 
htm.  Why  [art]  thou  alone,  and  no  man  with  thee^?  £bving 
heard  qf  Saul*9  diefUeamre  agmnet  David^  he  might  mtftfiose  he 
woe  Jiying  from  Mm^  and  that  it  might  he  dangeroui  to  oheiter  hf^h 
S  eejfieeialty  a*  JDoeg  was  now  there.  And  David  said  unto  Ahiipe- 
lech  the  priest^  The  king  hath  commanded  me  a  husinessy  and 
hath  said  unto  me,  I#et  no  man  know  any  thing  of  the  business 
whereabout  I  send  thee,  and  what  I  have  commanded  thee :  and 
I  have  appcnnted  [my]  servants  to  s#ch  and  sudi  a  place.  Jb 
might  have  eome  aervantay  but  had  no  aoldiere^  ae  he  used  to  have  s 

3  the  reat  of  the  atory  waa  a  He.f  Now  therefore  what  is  undcflr 
thine  hand  I  give  [me]  five  [loaves  jof]  bread  in  mine  handt  or 
what  there  is  present :  he  wanted  firoviaiona  $  he  waa  afraid  ^ 
Doegj  whom  he  knew  ;  he  could  not  atay  whUe  bread  waa  baked^ 
or  white  theprieat  went  to  hia  own  houacj  which  might  be  at  a  dia* 

4  tance^  to  get  aome.  And  the  priest  answered  David,  and  saidf 
[There  is]  no  common  bread  undeflnine  hand,  but  there  is  hal« 
lowed  bread  ;  if  the  young  men  have  kept  themselves  at  lesit 
from  women,  their  wkvm,  by  the  uaeof  whom  they  contracted 

5  ceremonial  uncleam^eaay  Exodua  xix.  15.  And  David  answered 
the  priest,  and  said  unto  him,  Of  a  truth  women  [have  been] 
kept  from  us  about  these  three  days,  since  I  came  out,  and  the 
vessels  of  the  young  men  are  hdy,  and  [the  bread  is]  in  a  man- 
ner ceinmon,  yea,  though  it  were  sanctified  this  day  in  the  ves- 
sel, or,  eafiedaUy  when  thia  day  there  ia  other  bread  aanct\fied  m 

6  the  veaaelf.  and  ready  to  be  put  on  the  table.  So  the  priest  gave 
him  hallowed  [bread  :]  for  there  was  no  bread  there  bi]t  the 
shew  bread  that  vms  taken  from  before  the  LenB)  to  put  hot 

7  bread  in  the  day  when  it  was  taken  away.    Now  a  certain  man 
of  the  servants  of  Saul  [was]  there  that  day,  detained  before  tho> 
Lord  ;  andi  his  name  [was]  Doeg,  an  Edomite,  bta  aproadyte 
to  the  Jexoi^hrcUgUmy  the  chiefest  of  the  herdmen  that  [belong* 
edj  to  S^ul.t  , 

*  Nob  w»  t  dty  of  Benjamio*  twelve  mUea  fl'ani  Gibeah.   Saul  brougltt  dieirk  taS  l|ba 
tibeniacle  c]icf«>  for  the  sake  of  fionwilriiig  God*  and  beingacar  the  oooit.  ' 


t  S4ne  writers  have  attempted  to  vliidicate  this  fidseheod.  br  saying  his  lat«m<in 
SnBOoent>  it  was  destgnedto  keep  the  pdeatafinoai  the  blame  of  sUkiff  win  hbn;  aadtki 
ave  Boc  oblifed  to  spok  all  the  tnith  to  our  mm  or  others*  disadvantage*   But  aothiag 
viaAeaee  aiic.   Viz  v^  noi  t»  i^tvil  that  gpUnMycnu.  navid  bemlstlii»ai«»  c/b>Bdi« 
33.  andpraTa  i^alnsc it«  PuUm odx. 39. 

%  He  was  the  iiMiector  ot  governor  of  ^herdmen  belonging  to  Saol*  who*  tbiq|!h  a 
Mag,  did  net  thbik  it  aeneaih  him  to  .have  Socks  and  herds.  This  man*  wicked  as  ht  wa% 
kepcoptherinsofftl^iflOvindcaBe  ttfMCfiaee«orpaTUiT9waattlietabemcle. 


t  And  DaTid  said  unto  Ahimelech,  And  is  there  not  here  undeiP 
thine  hand  spear  or  swofd  ?  for  I  have  neither  brought  my 
sword  nor  my  weapons  with  me>  because  the  king's  business 

:  fvqnireii  haste.  He  came  vnthout  a  Vfedfiorij  to  prevent  susfdcion^ 
and  thai  he  might  apfietar  09  afirivcUe  man  /  6ta  he  gave  another 

9  reoMn  to  theprieat.    And  the  priest  siud,  The  sword  of  Qoliath 

•  t!ie  Philistine,  whom  thou  sle west  in  the  valley  of  Elah,  beholdf 
ft  [is-  here]'  wrapped  in  a  cloth  behind  the  ephod  in  the  priest'a 
wardrobe  t  Ti  thou  wilt  take  that,  take  [it :]  for  [there  is]  na 
c*her  save  that  here.  And  David  siud,  [There  is]  none  like 
Iftat ;  give  it  me  ;  a9  being  a  pledge  of  God*9  favour  tohim^and 

•  a  great  enemtragement  to  hUftdth  :  and  the  prieat  gave  it  htm^ 
antf  tTtqtdred  of  the  Lord  for  him  :  what  the  anatoer  toaw,  vfe 
kmrar  not  /  perhafia  there  foaanone^  aa  a  puniahment  fbr  hia  lying. 

W      And  David  aros^,  and  fled  that  day  for  fear  of  Saul,  and  went 

l>  to  Aehish  the  king  of  Gath.*  And  the  servants  of  Achish  said 
unto  him,  [Is}  not  this  David  the  king  of  the  land  ?  did  they  not 
sing' one  to  another  of  him  in  dances,  saying,  Saul  hath  slain  his 
ttoosands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands  ?  The  courtier9  remoH" 
aenated  ttgainat  fhi9^  aa  appears  by  Paahn  liv.  they  watched  him 
narrowlyy  and  wreated  Ma  worda.  They  considered  him  aa  the 
thief  Cfsmmander^  next  to  the  kingj  and  probably  wotUd  become  hia 
atttcthaor  ;  they  heard  what  tpaa  done  in  Israel^  how  fond  thepeo^ 

19  t^  were  of  him^  and  theref9re  advised  AcMah  to  kill  him.  And 
DsvM,  afumre  ofhta  danger^  laid  up  these  words  in  his  heart,  and 

15  was  sore  afraid  of  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  And  therefore^  he 
had  recourse  to  a  stratagem^  whereby  he  betrayed  great  diatruae 
m  O^j  and  wta  gtdlty  of  auch  unmanly  dianmtdation^  aa  ia  ttnbe* 
eondf^  a  servant  of  hia  ;  and  he  changed  his  behaviour  before 
tbem,  and  feigned  himself  mad  in  their  hands,  and  scrabbled  on 
the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let  his  spittle  fall  down  upon  his  beard. 

N  Then  said  Achish  unto  his  servants,  Lo,  ye  see  the  man  is 
mad  :  wherefore  [then]  have  ye  brought  him  to  me  ?  Thiapre* 
ienre  was  the  more  easily  believed^  as  they  would  acdrce  atippoae  a 
wan  in  Ma  senses  would  come  there  with  GoHath's  sword^  and  after 
having  done  the  PhiUstinea  so  much  mischiqf.  jichiah  intimates 
that  there  waa  no  service  to  be  hoped  for  frgm  him^  nor  any  reason 

H  toftorfdm':  Have  X  need  of  mad  men,  that  y<;  have  brought 
this  [fellow]  to  play  the  madman  in  my  prcse5nje*  ?  shall  this 
'  [fellow]  come  into  my  house  ?  shall  my  court  ie  degrade4  foith 
M  madman  ?  Mtwithstanding  this^  jicliiah  had  a  iffy  great  re^ 
spect  fgr  him  ;  face  ch,  xxvii.)  he  aaw  through  the preteme^  but 
'was  willing  to  atend  David  away- 


'  •  It  ^rw  Hrfttif(»  tlMt%e  aheald  fly  to  the  eit^  of  Ooliach*  wd  with  hh  fwerd  toow  Bot  te 
Iwptd  dMT  wrmld  ree»lv«  him  as  an  enemy  ef  Siral .  Oiitlatrs  of  a  nation  hive  generally  bee^ 
ftheUereA  hf  tLeir  <ene«i<e«.  Tkcmistaeles.  the  Athenian  general,  when  hanlBbed*  fled  to  th* 
«oemies  >«nom  he  had  ofteti  conquered.    David  dtarat  ttot  fly  to  other  nationt  who  ware  at 

re- 


Achish  there  w;il  fto  gts^iiv  frlendwp. 
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f .  \1C  7^  hence  karn,  that  mercy  is  to  be  prefisrred  to  saciifioCf 
W  and  that  ritual  6bsepvance8  must  give  vay  to  o^ral 
^ttes.  This  is  our  Lord's  inference  from  this  story*  Matt,  3iii..^»^7. 
Many  things  may  be  done  in  cases  of  urgent  nocessity,  which 
ivlDuld  otherwise  be  improper  ;  and  this  vindioates  doi«g  4ifits»f 
necessity  and  mercy  on  the  Lord's  day.  But  we  shouldbo  oarefulf 
on  the  other  hand,  that  we  do  not  nm  into  wjiistifiaii]«<  Ubeity^ 
which  seems  to  be  more  peculiarly  the  £Milt  of  tbe  preaoMiday. 
Hemembcr  the  sabbath  day  to  keefi  U  holy, 

'  3.  When  Providence'reduces  us  to  atraita  an^  dificultiaai  we 
have  great  need  to  watch  over  our  own  hearts*  Wheft  DaiMLwat 
driven  out«  and  wanted  prorision)  what  sina  did  he  run  isto  !  vrlmt 
yaean  artifices  did  he  use  to  secure  himself }  such  as  weveiuibefom* 
ing  a  good  man,  and  one  that  knew  better.  He  afterNtard  severely 
lepented  of  his  folly.  The  greatest  sttaito  will  not  juatify  atorfing, 
lying,  and  such  evi|  practices.  It  is  bMer  to  want  brs^d,  than 
grace  ;  better  to  starve,  than  sin  against  God.  Tke^e  4hii^  are 
fprittenjbr  ourinatructionandadmottitiQn,  P<lverty  is  a  strong  ienll)* 
tation  to  ^ahonestyand  firaud :  but  let  those  who  acepOOr  and 
distressed,  vaieA  and firay  that  they  tnternot into  temptatuH*  rWe 
may  all  learn  the  auitableneas  of  Agur's  prayer,  Prtov.  xxx.  7«— 9. 
(Bf  ve  me  neither  poverty  nor  richeo  s  fi^  ^fM  inthjood  ttfreoemtmt  for 
me  ;  fix  me  in  the  middle  station  cf  Mfe  :  kat  Ih^Juify\anddeny 
ihte^  andoayf  WhoU  the  Lord^  orieot  Ihe  fioarj*aMdM6(d,f'aM  t4ke 
iketuanefifmyGodinimn^ 
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tMtchaftter  we Jfind  several fiersone  teBorting  to  Dovid  at  ASiU 
iam  J  JDoeg^s  accusation  ofAfdmeteth  :  md  Sauts  emftrmti4fo  kill 
the  fhfieati. 

1  I  A  AVID  therefore  departed  thence,  and  if^capedto  the 
JLJ'  cave,  or  strong  hold^  Adullam  s  and  When  hisbrethnen 
and  all  his  fether's  house  heard  [it,]  they  went  down  thither  to 
%  him  to  secure  themselves^  aftfirehending  danger  Jrom  ^tU*  Aiifl 
every  one  [that  was]  in  distress,  vho  were  weary  ^^^auPsarbi^ 
trary  gcroemment  and  otifiression^  and  every  one  that  [was],  in 
debt  to  cruel  erecHtorvj  msd^tre  vnable  to  fisyi,  Mnd-whooe-goods 

'  Mrtd  kfftds  were  fierkafis  seized  ftpfin^  and  ev«ry  one  {that'Was} 
discontented,  thaJt  was  bitter  qfsoul^  under  some  grievous  qfipres)- 
oicuy  gathei^ed  themselves  unto  him  ;  and  he  became  a  captain 
over  Uiem  :  and  there  were  with  hhn  about  f<^T  htwidred  wicii.* 


escape  Saal 
Mined  thnn 


Muoca  tasm  uu  oe  was  an  ooiiaw  ano  in  oaaeer  oi  xus  uui ;  oe  never  opprewcu  wnu  Mwr»i.  -^ 
loved  to  pTunder,  esccept  ftpon  the  enemres  of  Israel.  They  culttvafefl  the  wildernete,  were  f 
•f  nrUe  to  iheir  coontty,  and*  no  doubt,  many  XirMiitn  who  loved  UftvidrftetirtlHA  felip|in#>* 
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S  And  David  went  thence  to  Mizpeh  of  Moab  :  and  he  said  imt» 
the  king,  of  Moab)  who  was  SauTs  enemy,  but  Ruth*a  great  grand* 
•'  mm,  and  allied  to  the  hoiae  of  Jeaaey*  Let  mjr  father  and  vaf 
mother,  I  pray  thee,  come  forth,  [and  be]  with  you,  till  I  know 
what  God  will  do  for  me.  JH&s  father  and  mother  were  agedf 
tmd  could  not  bear  the  confinement  qfa  cave  ;  and  were  unable  to 

4  wander  about  with  him  from  place  to  place.  And  he  brought 
them  before  the  king  of  Moab  :  and  they  dwelt  with  him  all  the 
while  that  David  was  in  the  hold,  «o  U»^  a%  he  wom  forced  to 
wander  from  place  to  place  to  eecure  hinuelf 

5  And  the  prophet  Gad  said  unto  David,  Abide  not  in  the 
'     hold  ;  depart,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Judah,t    Then  Da* 

vid  departed,  and  came  into  the  forest  of  Hareth. 
%  When  Saul  heard  that  David  was  discovered,  and  the  men 
that  [were]  with  him,  that  he  appeared  openly  in  the  land  ^ 
Judah  :  (now  Saul  abode  in  Gibeah  under  a  tree  in  Ramah^ 
having  his  spear  in  his  hand,  and  all  his  servants  [were]  stand* 
ing  about  him  ;  he  had  left  every  other  bunruee  topuraue  David  ^ 
kept  a  flying  camp,' and  a  9pear  in  his  hand,  ready  to  rush  upom 

'  t  him  m  a  moment  ;  he  hunted  for  his  precious  life  ;)  Then  Saul 
said  unto  his  servants  that  stood  about  him,  Hear  now,  ye  Ben« 
jamites  ;  will  the  son  of  Jesse  give  every  one  of  you  fields  and 
TOieyards,  [and]  make  you  all  captains  of  thousands,  and  cap* 
tains  of  hundreds  ?  will  he  promote,  advance,  and  enrich  you  tUt^ 
as  I  have  done  ?  He  will  rather  reward  those  of  his  own  tribe  $ 
t  That  all  of  you  have  conspired  against  me,  to  conceal  David*9 
tiesign,  and  [there  is]  none  that  showeth  me  that  my  son  hath 

^  made  a  league  with  the  son  of  Jesse,t  and  [there  is]  none  of 
you  that  is  sorry  for  me,  or  showeth  unto  me  that  my  son  haUi 
tdrred  up  my  servant  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day. 
If  this  was  true,  one  womld  be  'sorry  for  him,  but  there  was  no 
9  ground  for  this  suspicion.  Then  answered  Doeg  the  Edomittt 
which  was  set  over  the  servants  of  Saul,  and  said,  I  saw  the  son 
of  Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  to    Ahimelech  the  son  of  Ahitub. 

10  And  he  inquired  of  the  Lord  for  him,  and  gaver  him  victuals> 
and  gave  hhn  the  sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine»|| 

'1 1      Then  the  king  sent  to  call  AKimelech  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Ahitub,  and  all  his  father's  house,  the  priests  that  [were]  in 

1%  Nob  t  and  tliey  came  readily  all  of  them  to  the  kin^.    And 
%9nX  said,  mth  the  utmost  contempt,  Hear  now,  thou  son  of  Ahi- 

^  It  ivMtttliittiiM  tint  David  oompoMd  the  tsnntfMvtnthpnlm. 


t  Old  wa  a  roofig  prophet  oot  of  Samnel^tsoidaBf.  ltw«>a^reatoMBfert  aadamoiit 
t9  DsTid  to  haTc  such  «  one  with  him  at  this  time.  He  advised  David  to  go  to  the  land  of  Jn* 
'dbdk»  and  appear  pohllclTf  m  one  that  was  contcitwi  of  hk  own  iiinooeiiee«  end  trusted  la  God. 

I  It  ipiMm  that  ha  flVipetted  there  was  a  leagoe  hetwoen  them,  and  carried  Us  jealoBsy  i» 
•r#  ••  to  ifliagioa  riiat  Jooathan  tacounved  David  to  appear  ia  arm^ 


I  DoerthBoghit  it  was  the  best  waf  to  pay  his  Coort  to  Saul*  Md  therefore  chsr^ed  Ahl* 
^dech  win  aidug  fend  abetting  the  kiAg's  enemies  :  and  Intimates,  that  there  was  a  confM- 
aracy  between  him  and  the  priests.  David  justly  stales  him  in  Pmtm  VA.  a  fatu  tmgm*  Re 
did  not  tell  what  pretence  David  made,  which  would  have  been  to  Ahimelech's  honoor,  for 
neslstingooethathe  sqfMcd  WW  fobit  nboiit  the  king't  butaatit ;  he  gave  Um  the  vitieiii 
^twerdiaineaiMr. 
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tab.    And  he'an&weredt  vdth  the  respect  due  to  a  king^  Here  I 

13  [amO  my  lord*  And  Saul  said  unto  hini)  Why  have  ye  con- 
spired against  mei  thou  and  the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast 
given  him  bread)  and  a  svordi  and  hast  inquired  of  God  for 
himy  that  he  should  rise  against  me)  to  lie  in  ivait,  as  at  this  d^y  I 
ThU  waa  a  raah  charge y  for  there  ivas  no  kind  qffiroqfthai  he  did 
these  things  with  an  evil  intent y  aa  tftliere  had  been  a  plot  between 

14  them.  Then  Ahimelech  answered  the  king,  and  s^d>  And 
who  [is  so]  £uthful  among  all  thy  servants  as  David,  vrhich  is 
the  king's  son  in  law,  and  goeth  at  thy  bidding,  and  is  honourable 
in  thine  house  l  David  was  soJldthftUandhonourabley  and  nearly 
related  to  the  king^  that  he  could  not  but  think  he  was  sent  on  same 
important  business^  and  therefore  constUted  God  as  usual  $  and  he 

15  was  boujui  to  do  it  for  the  king's  service*  Did  I  then  begin  to 
inquire  of  God  for  him  ?  it  was  not  the  first  tiine,  it  was  a  usuai 
thing :  as  to  arty  conspiracy^  be  it  far  from  me  :  let  not  the  king 
impute  [any]  thing  unto  his  sen'ant,  [nco*]  to  all  the  house  of 
my  father  :  for  thy  servant  knew  nothing  of  all  this,  less  or 
more  ;  /  vhis  entirely  ignorant  of  any  ill  design.     This  would 

16  have  been  a  sufficient  apohgy  to  any  one  but  a  madman.  And  the 
king  said,  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahimelech,  thou  and  all  thy 

'  father's  house.  SatU  had  made  the  resoltuion^  though  Ahimelech 
had  done  nothing  worthy  (f  deaths  or  bonds^  much  leas  had  hisfa* 
ther*s  house.  But  this  was  the  idng^a peremptory  sentenccy  and  he 
immediately  orders  it  to  be  put  info  exectuion, 

Vf  And  the  king,  with  an  air  of  cruelty  and  impiety,  said  unto  the 
footmen  that  stood  about  him,  or  rather ^  the  guards  that  went 
before  him.  Turn,  and  slay  the  priests  of  the  Loan ;  as  if  he  waa 
determined  to  contend  with  Jeh(wahj  as  well  as  David  j  because* 
their  hand  also  [is]  with  David,  and  because  they  knew  when  he 
fied,  and  did  not  show  it  to  me.  But  the  servants  of  the  king 
had  so  much  reverence  for  God  and  religion^  that  the^  would  not 
put  forth  their  hand  to  fall  upon  the  priests  of  the  Lord  :  these 
brave  men  refused^  though  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  their  places^ 

IB  or  even  their  Hues.  And  the  king  said  to  Doeg  the  informer^ 
Turn  thou  and  bXL  upon  the  priests.  And  Doeg  the  Edomite 
turned,  and,  as  Josephus  says,  taking  some  men  with  Mm,  wha 
were  as  wicked  as  hhnself  he  fell  upon  the  priests,  and  slew  on 
that  day  fourscore  and  five  persons  that  did  wear  a  linen  ephody 
who  ministered  in  holy  things,  were  in  thejlower  of  their  age,  and 

•19  probably  came  to  Said  in  their  priestly  garments.  And  Nob,  the 
city  of  the  priests,  smote  he  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  both 
men  and  women,  children  and  sucklings,  and  oxen,  and  asses, 
and  sheep,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  ;  he  treated  them  worse 
than  the  Amalekites  ;  thinking  by  this  to  terrify  the  Israelites  from 
showing  any  countenance  or  favour  to  David. 

!>0  And  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son  of  Ahitub,  named 
Abiathar,  who  had  probably  been  left  to  attend  the  sanctuary,  es« 

^1  caped,  and  fled  after  David.    And  Abiathar  showed  David  that 

32  Saul  had  slain  the  ho%o*s  priests.    And  D«tYid  said  unto  Abia« 
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thar^  I  knew  [it]  that  day,  when  Doeg  the  Edondte  [was] 
there)  that  he  would  surely  tell  Saul ;  Jt  feared  9ome  mbchie^ 
knomng  he  nxfoa  vncked^  and  no  friend  to  me  ;  I  have  occasioned 
[the  death]  of  all  the  persons  of  thy  father's  house  ;  ex/iressing 
great  concern  that  he  should  be y  vnthout  intention^  the  cause  qfthiM 
23  evil.  Abide  thou  with  mtj  fear  not :  for  he  that  seeketh  my 
life  seeketh  thy  life  :  but  with  me  thou  [shalt  be]  in  safeguard  $ 
Jierceirving  him  to  be  affrighted^  he  encouraged  him^  promising  he, 
nvould  take  as  much  care  of  him  as  ofhimselffand  he  might  defiend 
ufion  God*s  care,* 

REFLECTIONS.     ' 

!•  TT'ROM  David's  example  we  may  infer,  that  the  care  of 
J?  aged  parents  is  a  great  duty  in  youth,  and  highly  commend- 
able* When  they  are  in  sickness  or  old  age^  it  is  but  justice  to 
Viake  a  i*eturn  for  their  care  and  lundness.  They  should  never  be 
suffered  to  want  any  thing  that  will  conduce  to  their  comfort.  Ifan^ 
vddovf  have  children^,  or  nefihewj  let  them  Uam  first  to  show  piety  at 
bome^  and  to  requite  their  fiarents  ;  for  that  is  good  and  acceptable 
before  God,  I  77m.  v.  4.  They  must  do  this,  as  they  hope  to  have 
the  same  returns  of  love  when  they  grow  old  ;  or,  as  David  ex- 
presses it  in  the  twenty  seventli  psalm»  which  was  composed  on  this 
occasion,  that  vohen  father  and  mother  forsake  them^  the  ZMrdmay 
take  them  up. 

2.  How  much  to  be  pitied  is  the  man  who  is  troubled  with  a  sua* 
piciousi  jealous  temper.  Had  we  not  such  flagrant  proofs  of  the 
wickedness  of  Saul's  heart,  we  could.scarce  help  pitying  him ;  though 
iie  had  all  his  guanls  and  courtiers  about  him,  he  was  racked  with 
envy,  and  tormented  with  jealousy.  Such  burdens  are  they  to 
themselves,  who  suspect  and  are  jealous  of  all  around  them  ;  they 
fear  their  enemies  when  they  have  no  reason  ;  and  suspect  their 
friends  also.  Such  persons  are  their  own  tormentors  ;  lAd  one 
need  not  wish  a  man  worse,  than  to  have  his  eye  evil  toward  all 
about  him.  iVrath  is  cruel^  and  anger  is  outrageous  t  but  who  is  able 
to  stand  before  envy  ? 

X  See  what  a  sad  thing  a  tyrannical  government  is,  and  what  rea* 
son  we  have  to  be  thankful  th{|t  ours  is  not  so.  In  what  a  mad) 
arbitraiy  manner,  did  Saul  give  his  orders  ;  and  how  soon  did  he 
find  some  to  execute  his  bloody  commands  1  He  was  no  better  than 
a  madman,  yet  he  foimd  some  who  were  wicked  enough  to  do  as 
he  bade  them,  because  he  was  a  king.  Innocent  actions  may  have 
very  ill  constructions  put  upon  them  ;  no  defence  however  is  to  be 
heard  \  right  or  wrong,  the  king's  pleasure  must  be  obeyed.  Let 
us  earnestly  pray,  that  kings  and  rulers  may  have  a  sound  mind  ; 
and  give  thanks  te  God,  that  our  lives  and  fortunes  are  not  at  the 

•  It  wilt  be  proper  to  fcad  the  fifty  second  psalm  In  this  connection.  There  we  tee  tlie 
•ad  canseqofiicet  of  the  Israditet  choosW  a  king,  and  rejecting  the  Lord.  Ic  was  some  com- 
fort under  former  oppressions,  that  they  had  the  ark  una  the  priests  of  the  Lord  ;  but  now  die 
priests  were  destroved.  and  there  were  none  to  attend  the  ark :  this  was  ftUfiling  that  prOflK* 
^  which  foretold  the  deitraction  of  £U's  hoate  iA  one  day^  i  Sam*  iL 
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mercy  of  capricious  and  tyrannical  men,  but  arc  all  safe  under  a 
good  government  and  the  favour  of  heaven.  Blessed  be  God,  that 
the  line9  arefaUen  to  w  in  fUeaBoni  filacee^  and  that  we  haveagoodfy 
heritage. 


CHAP.  xxni. 

Thie  ehafiter  emfains  an  aeeount  ofDavi^B  saving  Keilah  ;  the  dan* 
'    ger  and  deliverance  he  found  there  ;  Ma  interview  with  Jonathan  $ 

SauPepurndt  of  him  i  and  hi»  extra/ordinary  escape  out  qfSauFM 

hande. 

I  ^T^  HEN  they  told  David,  saying,  Behold,  the  Philistines 
X     fight  against  Keilah,  a  city  in  the  tribe  ofJndah^  and  the^ 

3  rob  the  threslung  floors,  nMch  are  without  the  city.  Therefore 
David,  thinking  it  would  be  too  rash  to  go  against  such  a  mtdtitude 
vdthout  a  divine  prondse^  inquired  of  the  Loan,  by  the  prophet 
Gadj  saying,  Shall  I  go  and  smite  these  Phitistines  ?  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  David,  Go  and  simte  the  Philistines,  and  save 

3  Keilah.  And  David's  men  said  unto  him,  Behold,  vre  be  afraid 
here  in  Judah :  ho^  much  more  then  if  we  come  to  Keilah 
against  the  armies  of  the  Phflistines  ?  IBs  people  remonstrate 
against  it^  and  urge^  that  they  were  not  sqfe  in  their  own  country^ 
among  some  friends^  much  less  thersy  with  a  powerful  enemy 

4  before  themy  and  Saul  coming  in  their  rear.  Then  David  in- 
quired of  the  Lord  yet  again,  to  satisfy  his  Jbllowers.  And  the 
Lord  answered  him,  and  said,  Arise,  go  down  to  Keilah  ;  for  I 

5  will  deliver  the  Philistines  into  thine  hand.  So  David  and  his 
men  went  to  Keilah,  and  fought  with  the  Philistines  and  brought 
ftway  their  cattle,  to  support  himself  and  his  followers^  without 
burdening  the  eoitntry^  and  smote  them  with  a  great  slaughter. 

6  So  David  saved  the  inhabitants- of  Keilah.  And  it  came  to  pass^ 
when  Abiathar  the  son  of  Ahimelech  fled  to  David  to  Keilah, 
[that]  he  came  down  [with]  an  ephod  in  his  hand  ;  .or  rather^ 
with  the  ephodj  the  principal  garment  qf.  the  high  priest^  which 
was  the  breastplate  and  jewelj  and  the  Urim  and  Thummim.  It 
was  a  great  conifbrt  to  David  to  have  both  a  prophet  and  a  high 
priest  with  Mm. 

7  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  come  to  Keilah,  and 
had  delivered  it  /  but  he  was  not  moSiJled  by  David^s  genefx)sity 
and  service  to  Israel.  And  Saul  said,  God  hath  delivered  him 
into  mine  hand :  for  he  is  shut  in,  by  entering  into  a  town 
that  hath  gates  and  bars  ;  he  thought  that  he  had  him  safe^  them 

8  tUs  place  of  security  would  prove  a  trap  to  him.  And  Saul  calU 
ed  all  the  people  together  to  war,  to  go  down  to  Kaikh,  to  be- 
siege David  and  his  men,  though  he  pretended  it  was  to  be  avenge 
ed  on  the  FkiHstines. 

And  David  knew  that  Saul  secretly  practised  mischief  against 
bim  J  and  he  said  to  Abiathar  the  pricsty  Bring  hither  the 


/ 
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}0  ephody  thai  me  nmy  conauit  God,  Then  said  Davidf  O'Lon} 
God  of  Israel)  thy  servant  hath  certainly  heard  that  Saul  seduth 

1 1  to  come  to  Keilah,  to  destroy  the  city  for  my  sfdce.  Will  the 
men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into  his  hand  ?  will  Saul  com^ 
down,  as  thy  servant  hath  heard  ?  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  1  be- 
seech tbce,  tell  tiiy  ser?snt.^     And  the  Lit>si>  nidf  iie  inik 

12  come  down.  Then  said  David,  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver 
N  me  and  my  men  into  the  hand  of  Saul  ?  And  the  Lord  sudi 
;i3  They  will  deliver  [thee]  up  if  thou  Btayeat  here.     Then   David 

and  his  menf  [which  were]  now  incrcaaed  bg  Jkajid'a  bravery 
und  aucecMf  So  about  six  hundred,  arose  and  departed  out  of  Kei- 
lah, and  went  whithersoever  they  could  go,  wmeiimcM  to  one  /ilace 
end  sometimes  to  another.    And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was 
escaped  from  Keilah  ;  and  he  forbare  to  go  forth.     Since  the 
daughter  of  the  firieats  ikepeofde  were  4^md^  to  canctal  David^ 
[14  <tnd  Sauloeems  to  have  had  better  hUeiiigence  itfhkmikumjL.  And 
David  abode  in  the  wilderness  in  strong  Jiolds,  andreinainediQ 
a  mountain  in  the  wilderness  of  Zipb.    And  Saul  sought  )iini 
every  day*  but  God  dolivef«d  tmn  not  into  his  hand.     When 
D^mdvMain  Kdluhy  Saulooidf  Qad  Math  delivered  him  mio  my 
[IB  hand  J  hut  the  aacredi/tenman-aasureB.ua  God  did  not*    And  Da- 
•     vid  saw  that  Saul  mis  «CHne  out  to  seek  his  life  :  and  DaVld 
[was]  in  the  wilderness  aS  Ziph  in  a  wood  ;  here  a  /ungate 

16  meeting  vma  oMumUed  wiik  hik  friend  Jonatkan.  And  Jonathan 
Saul's  son  arose,  and  went  to  David  into  the  wood,  and  strength- 
oied  his  hand  in  God,  encouraffedMm^  and  strengthened  idsfiithy 
by  consideration  qf  Qod^a  ftromiaeoy/iuthfiiinesSf  ftrovideneey  UTr^ 

17  And  hesaidimt^  him.  Fear  not:  For  the  hand  of  Saul  my 
father  lihall  not  find  thee  ;  and  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Israel, 
and  I  shall  be  next  unto  thee  ;  and  that  also  Saul  my  father 

|18  knoweth.  And  they  two  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord, 
renewed  Uy  fierhafiBin  theptrescnce  t^  the  prophet  Gad^  amdthe 
high  priest :  And  David  abode  in  the  wood^  and  Jonathan  went 
to  his  house. 

|19       Then  came  up  the  Ziphites,  who  dwet  in  the  mldemeos  of 
Judahj  kkew  the  avenues  of^the  vmo^j  were  able  to  discover  him^ 
and  resohed  to  do  it,  and  came  to  Saul  to  Gib^fih,  saying,  Both 
x^ot  David  hide  himself  with  us  m  stsong  holds  in  the  wood,  in 
tlte  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  [is]  on  the  south  of  Jeshimon  ? 

SO  Now  therefore,  O  king,  come  down  according  to  all  ^e  desire 
of  thy  soul  to  come  down  ;  and  our  parts  [shaH  be]  to  deliver 

3 1  him  into  the  king's  hand.  And  Saul,  transported  mth  joy  at  this 
discovery^  said,  Blessed  [be]  ye  of  the  Loan ;  for  ye  have  com- 
passion jon  me,  tfs  are  the  aufy  people  who  -.have  piffjar  me^  the 

%2  generality  will  notjbroour  my  design.  Go,  I  pray  you,  prepare 
yet,  and  know  and  see  his  place  where  hn  haunt  is,  land]  who 
hath  seen  him  there:  for  it  is  toU  me  [tiiat}  he  dealeth  very 

*  David  was  in  some  oonfiulon.  and  aslccd  two  ooettions  together,  an4  aiit  of  order.    Hit 
tirn  qoestion  should  have  been,  Will  Saol  come  down  i  >od  titcn^  Will  Cbc  VMplc  of  Kf  UsA 

wufcraieBp?  QoiamntsKWsmnUtf  tut  qxioOmUaiu 
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wbtiHyy  and  is  very  hard  to  be  taken.     I  am  not  vtUSm^  u  pur^ 

S3  9ue  him  in  vainj  but  am  determined  to  have  him  if  possible,  Seo 
therefore^  and  take  knowledge  of  all  thq  lurking  places  where 
be  bideth  himself,  and  come  ye  i^xn  to  me  with  the  certaintyi 
and  I  will  go  with  you  :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  he  be  in  the 
land)  that  I  will  search  him  out  throughout  sdl  the  thousands  of 

34  Judah.  And  they  arose,  and  went  to  Ziph  before  Saul :  but 
David  and  his  men>  knomng  the  errand  on  which  they  went^  re* 
mavedf  and  [were]  now  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon^  In  the  plain 

85  on  the  south  of  Jeshimon.  Saul  also  and  his  men  went  to  seek 
[him.]  And  they  told  David  :  wherefore  he  came  down  into 
a  rock,  or^  from  the  rocky  and  abode  in  the  wildeniess  of  Maoiu 
And  when  Saul  heard  [that,]  he  pursued  ailer  David  in  the  wil« 
demess  of  Maon  ;  hie  inteUigence  was  so  good  that  he  came  to  $ha 

36  very  afiot  where  David  wasJ^  And  Saul  went  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain,  and  David  and  his  men  on  that  side  of  the  mountain  i 
tfid  David  made  haste  to  get  away  for  fear  of  Saul ;  for  Saul 
and  his  men  were  numerous^  and  divided  into  fiarties^  that  he  al* 
most  oompassed  David  and  bk  man  round  about  .to  take  them*  - 

jiy  But  there  came  a  messenger  -unto  Saul,  sayingt  Haste  theei 
a|id  come  ;  for  the  Philistines  have  invadedf  or  4;/kra0if/A«m«e^«e 

^$  ttfionj  thy  land.f  Wbereibiv  SiaiiL  returned  from  pursolng  after 
David,  and  went  i^gainstthe  Philistines  a  therefore  they  called 
that  place  Selahammahlekoth,  thatis^  the  rock  ^divisiomf  anama 
given  it  by  David  as  a  memorial  (^  Ms  deirverancej  because  Saul 
was  forced  to  sefiarate  himseffthere^  and  ieave  iffpmsuing  hksu 

99  hsii  David  went  up  £n>m  thence,  and  dwek  in  strong  hoMe 
at  Engedi,  where  he  fdantcd  vineyards^  far  wkich  this  place  waa 
qfierward  'seryfamons* 

REPI.ECTIONS. 

* 

1,  'in  HE  generosity  of  David  in  saying  Keflah,  is  worthy  of 
'  X  our  imitation  ;  and  intimates  to  us,  that  we  are  to  do 
f;ood,  though  we  may  receive  ill  treatment  from  others.  Nothing 
should  lessen  our  regard  for  the  public  wel&re.  Another  man  would 
perhaps  have  rejoiced  at  the  invasion,  and  encouraged  it,  to  save 
himself  and  prevent  Saul's  pursuit^  and  to  force  him  to  recall  Da- 
vid. But  he  had  no  such  narrow  views  ;  he  was  glad  to  save  his 
country  and  his  friends  at  any  rate.  It  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
decline  doing  good  because  we  are  not  treated  as  we  think  we  de« 
serve.  We  should  learn  to  overcome  evil  with  good ;  we  serve  a 
good  Master,  whp  will  well  reward  us,  however  we  are  treated  by 
men, 

S.  We  see  here  an  instance  of  base  ingratitude,  and  learn  to  de« 
test  that  odious  vice.    We  should  have  thought  that  David  was  safe 

*  On  this  occttioa  novld  compoied  die  fifty  Toordi  psalm. 

t  Thb  WM  aranarkaMe  providence*  for  Oarid  most  ccrtainlf  haire  Mka  Into  his  hmdup 
irhe  had  not  been  called  away.  It  is  probadble  the  Philistines  had  seized  opoo  SaaKt  ettaM» 
w  he  irony  IM  have  b«^  10  Cigir  w  8o#  fiw  Ik  di4  iK>t  ttir  when  Kcilidi  w»  bcia^^ 
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in  Keilah,  the  place  which  he  had  just  saved  from  the  Philistines  z 
but  they  forgat  his  kindness,  and,  had  he  not  escaped,  would  have 
delivered  him  to  Saul.  Men's  own  danger  often  makes  them  forget 
their  obligations  to  their  friends.  Let  us  not  trust  too  much  even 
to  those  who  are  obliged  to  us,  for  they  may  forget  us  and  our 
kindness  ;  but  guard  agunst  ingratitude  ourselves^  and  every  ap- 
pearance of  it. 

-  3.  We  learn,  what  intimate  acquaintance  God  has  with  the  heatts 
of  men.  David  did  not  know  what  the  men  of  Keilah  would  do  i 
perhaps  they  did  not  know  themselves  how  in  general  they  should 
determine,  which  way  the  magistrates  would  incline  ;  but  the  Lord 
knew.  He  knows  men  better  than  they  know  themselves,  and  what 
they  will  do  in  such  and  such  circumstances.  We  should  therefore 
ireverence  him  who  knows  the  secret  dispositions  and  inclinations  of 
men's  hearts,  and  beholdeth  the  thoughts  afar  off. 

4.  Observe  with  what  an  ill  grace  the  name  of  God  comes  out  of 
the  mouth  of  a  wicked  man.  Qod  has  delivered  hinty  said  SauL 
•  Nothing,'  says  an  ingenious  writer,  *  is  more  grating  to  a  serious 
ear,  than  strains  of  piety  from  profane  mouths :  to  hear  the  wretch 
who  had  despised  the  commands  of  God,  murdered  his  priests,  and 
desolated  his  sanctuary  ;  in  a  word,  lived  in  open  defiance  of  God  : 
to  hear  such  a  wretch  talk  of  God,  and  the  divine  determinations  In 
his  &vour,  is  past  enduring.'  And  yet  this  is  too  common  a  case  ;  of 
many  people,  it  may  be  said,  God  is  near  to  their  mouths^  hut  far  from 
their  reinsy  or  hearts.  May  we  dread  hypocrisy,  and  all  approaches 
toward  it.  Let  not  our  actions  give  our  tongues  the  lie  ;  lor  noth* 
ing  is  more  abominable  to  God  and  man,  than  to  talk  like  an  angcl» 
and  hve  like  a  brute. 

5.  We  aee  that  Providence  is  never  at  a  loss  to  deliver  good  men 
out  of  their  adversity.  David  wandered  about  from  place  to  place> 
but  was  still  safe.  Had  he  been  asked,  Where  he  intended  to  shel- 
ter  himself  next  ?  he  might  have  answered,  as  Luther  did,  when 
lie  was  outlawed  by  the  Emperor,  and  excommunicated  by  the 
Pope,  Sub  CtlOf  somewhere  under  the  canopy  of  heaven.  God 
diverted  Saul  from  the  pursuit,  just  when  he  thought  he  had  David 
in  liis  hands.  The  Philistines  intended  no  kindness  to  David,  but 
God  meant  it  so.  Man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity  :  in  the 
mount  the  Lord  shall  be  seen  :  in  the  moment  of  danger  he  inter- 
poses.  He  can  always  find  out  ways  and  means  of  preserving  his 
people.  This  should  teach  us  to  make  God  our  confidence,  and 
prevent  the  fear  of  man,  which  btingeth  a  snare.  Trust  in  him 
therefore  at  all  UmeSf  ye  people^  and  pour  out  your  hearts  ktfore  him* 
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CHAP.    XXIV.. 

Wt  read  here  tf  the  generou9  manner  in  which  David  $aved  SauP9 
a/e,  vfhen  he  had  it  in  hie  pxmer  ;  his  exfioetulation  vfith  Saui  ccn^ 
€emtng  hie  enmity  to  him  ;  and  the  good  effect  it  had  upon  Satdjor 
the  present, 

I  A  N  D  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  returned  from  follow^ 
JlJL  ing  the  Philiatinesy  vfho  had  invaded  hie  land^  that  it  was 
told  him)  saying,  Behold>  David  [is]  in  the  wilderness  of  £n« 

S  gedi.  Then  Saul  took  three  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all 
Israeli  in  whoee  courage  and  attachment  he  could  cor\fide^  and 
went  to  seek  David  and  his  men  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild 

S  goatSy  m  the  craggy  places  where  the  wild  goats  Jreguented,    And 

he  came  to  the  sheepcotes  by  the  way  where  [was]  a  large 

cave  ;*  and  Saul  went  in  to  cover  his  feet,  and  to  sleep, 'being 

fatigued  with  his  march  :  and  David  and  his  men  remained  in 

the  sidesy  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  cavcy  where  Saul  could  not 

4  see  them.  And  the  men  of  David  said  unto  him.  Behold  the 
dajr  of  which  the  Loan  said  unto  theei  Behold,  1  will  deliver 
thme  enemy  into  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest  do  to  him  as  it 
shall  seem  good  unto  thee.t    Then  David  arose,  and  cut  off  the 

5  skirt  of  Saul's  robe,  which  came  down  to  hisfeetj  privily.  And 
it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  David's  heart  smote  him,  be- 
cause he  had  cut  off  Saul's  skirt ;  he  was  greatly  troubled,  as  it 
had  the  appearance  qf  injury  and  indignity  to  the  Ijord's  anoinied* 

•  And  he  said  unto  his  men,  who  seem  to  have  resented  it  that  he 
had  not  slain  him,  The  Loan  forbid  that  I  should  do  this  thing 
luito  my  master,  the  Lord's  anointed,  to  stretch  forth  mine 
hand  agunst  him,  seeing,  he  [is]  the  anmnted  of  the  Loan,  he 

7  wuas  set  up  by  Gody  who  alone  can  depose  him.  So  David  stayed 
his  servants,  10160  would  home  sm»te  Saul,  with  these  words,  and 
suffered  them  not  to  rise  against  Saul.  But  Saul  rose  up  out 
of  the  cave,  and  went  on  [his]  way. 

t  David  also  arose  afterward,  and  went  out  of  the  cave,  and,  m 
the  most  sqft  and  submimive  termsy  cried  after  Saul,  saying.  My 
lord  the  king.    And  when  Saul  looked  behind  him,   David 

9  stooped  with  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  bowed  himself.  And 
Dfivid  said  to  Saul,  Wherefore  hearest  thou  men's  words,  say* 
mk.  Behold,  David  seeketh  thy  hurt  I  He  endeavours  to  mollify 
10  him,  by  laying  all  the  blame  on  his  wicked  counsellors.  Behold^ 
this  day  thine  eyes  have  seen  how  that  the  Lord  had  delivered 
thee  today  into  mine  hand  in  the  cave  :  and  [some]  bade  [me} 
kill  thee  :  but  [mine  eye]  spared  thee  ;  and  1  said,  I  will  not 
put  forth  mine  hand  ag^nst  mv  lord  ;  for  he  [is]  the  Lord'i 

II  anointed.    Moreover,  my  &thCT,  see,  yea,  see  the  skirt  of  thy 

*  Hlttorians  inform  »  Aert  were  many  large  carei  in  the  moantainons  ports  of  Jodea* 
pattlcttlarlT  one  which  wotild  hold  four  tfaoosaml  men ;  into  these  tliey  nscdto  drive  their 
nocka  io  violent  8torma«  or  in  the  heat  of  the  d^. 

t  God  had  never  promised  to  deliver  Sanl  into  David's  hands  ;  but  so  they  Interpreted  the 
*  Momlse  of  the  kingdom,  and  thought  David  should  take  this  provtdentbd  oppoitaiuty  of  kUk 
av  hit  focax*  potsesiing  tlio  kini^rakf  «&d  advattviits  th«a. 
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robe  in  1117  hand  :  for  in  that  I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  robe^ 
and  killed  thee  not,  know  thou  and  see  that  [there  is]  neither 
e?il  nor  transgressioin  in  mine  handy  and  I  have  not  sinned 
against  thee  ;  my  having  not  killed  thee^  i»  a  firotfl  had  no  evil 
huendona  against  thee  ;  yet  thou  huntest  my  sout  to  take  it. 
It  toa9  an  aggravation  of  Saul's  gtdlt^  that  lie  sought  the  life  x^f 
one  who  had  done  nothing  to  offend  him,  and  would  not  hurt  him 

IS  when  it  was  in  his  /umer.  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and 
thee^  and  the  Lord  avenge  me  of  thee  :  bat  mine  hand  ahafi 
not  be  upon  thee  ;  lafifieal  to  God^  as  the  righte&us  judge,  and 

13  ihuht  not  hut  he  will  vindieate  me.  As  suth  the  proverb  of  the 
ancient8>  Wickedness  proceedeth  from  the  wicked,  men  may  be 
kTt9wn  by  their  actions  /  had  I  been  a  bad  many  IshoiJdnow  have 
shown  it  i  if  I  wished  to  dethrone  thee,  I  had  now  tin  of^iortttnity 

%4  to  do  it  :  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee.  After  whom 
is  the  king  of  Israel  come  out  ?  after  whom  dost  thou  pursue  ? 
after  a  dead  dog,  after  a  flea  ;  how  shamejulis  the  pursuit,  how 
inglorious  the  conquest  of  one  so  mean  !  it  is  below  the  king  of 
Israel  to  hunt  after  a  dead  dog,  or  a  fiea  ;  to  raise  an  army 

15  against  so  ecntemfitible  a  person^  The  Lord  therefore  be  judge^ 
and  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and  see^  and  plead  my  cause^ 
and  deliver  me  out  of  thine  hand.  It  is  wonderjul  that  he  who 
was  so  much  enraged,  and  came  with  such  a  murderous  intention, 
should  hear  David  with  so  mstch  fiatience  ;  but  he  was  quite  as' 
tomshed  tojind  himftUlowing,  and  to  see  so  much  courage,  gene 
rodty  and  kindness  ;  aU  this  moUiJled  him  for  the  present. 

Id  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing these  words  unto  Saul,  that  Saul  said,  [Is]  this  thy  voice, 

IT  my  son  David  \  And  Saiid  lifted  up  his^  voice,  and  wept.  And 
he  said  to  David,  Thou  [art]  more  righteous  than  I :  for  thoa 
hast  rewarded  me  good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded  the  evil. 

18  And  thou  hast  showed  this  day  how  that  thou  hast  dealt  well 
with  me  s  forasmuch  as  when  the  Lord  had  delivered  me  into 
thine  hand,  thou  kiiledst  me  not.  He  "ibas  now  in  a  good  mood, 
saim  his  own  injustice  and  David's  kindness,  and  acknywledged  it 

19  was  unparalleled.  For  if  a  man  iind  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him 
g»  wdl  away  ?  yet  thou  hast  spared  my  life  ;  wherefore  the 
Lord  reward  thee  good  for  that  thou  hast  done  unto  me  this 

SO  day.  And  now,  behold,  I  know  well  that  thou  shalt  surely  bo 
king,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  shall  be  established  in  thine 

81  band.*  Swear  now  therefore  unto  me  by  tiie  Lord,  that  tiioa 
wilt  not  cut  off  my  seed  after  me,  and  that  thou  wilt  not  destroy 
my  name  out  of  my  &ther*s  house,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to 
destroy  thee.     He  knew  David  to  be  a  conscientious  man,  and  that 

n  an  oath  before  the  Lord  would  be  sufficient.  And  David  sware 
unto  Sanl.  And  Saul  wentliome  ;  but  David  and  his  men  gat 
them  up  unto  the  hold  of  Engedi,  where  he  composed  the  ffty 
seventh  and  the  hundred  and  forty  second  psalnis, 

•  Saul  knew  fttwi  man^  circnmsunces.  ^iid  especially  fhom  this  extraordinary  providence, 
and  Cfae  princely  TUtoea  which  David  showed,  that  be  would  be  kini; ;  and  that  notlung  could 
Under  it.  Therefore,  he  might  have  argned»  that  hk  parsnit  of  him  was  very  widved,  that 
It  waa  Unpioot  lodwire  to  mtntte  the  dedigiu  of  ProridcQce,  and  to  Mcitre  thtctwwoM  hii 
•wnposCcnty^ 
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REFLECTIONS. 

K  /^  B  S  £  R  V  £  the  good  effects  of  generosity  and  kindness. 
V^  David  here  exhibits  a  remarkable  instance  of  both.  His 
men  mutinied)  and  wanted  him  to  put  an  end  to  their  troubles  and 
his  own  ;  otherwise  they  were  ready  to  forsake  him,  and  to  deliv- 
er him  to  Saul ;  but  he  bravely  refused. .  His  kipdness  overcame 
those  cruel,  obstinate  men  ;  made  the  savage  Saul  tame,  and  tum* 
ed  the  lion  into  a  lamb.  What  an  honour  and  pleasure  to  him  to 
triumph  thus  glonously  over  his  enemies  ;  to  see  his  prince  his 
petitioner,  and  his  enemy  entreating  his  mercy  1  We  learn  from 
this  example  how  to  treat  our  enemies.  Such  conduct  as  this  may 
reclaim  them  ;  at  least  it  will  secure  pleasure  and  peace  to  our*- 
selves.  IJ  thine  enemy  htmger^fttd  him  ;  if  he  thirsty  give  him  drink  ; 
Jbr  in  doing  thU^  thou  shalt  heap,  coal^  ofjire  ufton  hia  head.  Be  not 
overcome  t^evil^  but  overcome  evil  with  good, 

2.  What  a  happy  thing  is  it  to  have  a  tender  conscience  !  Da- 
vid's heart  smote  him  for  this  small  offence  ;  though  it  was  done 
for  a  good  end,  to  convince  Saul  of  his  innocence,  and  how  unreas* 
onably  jealous  he  had  been.  A  tender  conscience  is  afraid  of  the 
least  sin  ;  often  regrets  those  actions  which  others  pass  over  with 
ease,  and  which  give  them  but  little  or  no  concern.  Let  us  then 
endeavour  to  keep  our  hearts  open  to  conviction,  and  our  conscien- 
ces awake  to  take 'the  alarm.  Happy  U  he  that  fear eth  alvntya  ;  this 
is  the  way  to  be  safe  ;  presumption  is  dangerous.  The  surest  way 
to  prevent  great  evils,  and  being  guilty  of  great  wickedness,  is  to  be 
afraid  of  the  very  appearance  of  evil, 

3.  We  are  here  taught,  that  the  justice  of  God  is  the  refuge  and 
tup|M>rt  of  oppressed  innocence.  David  appealed  to  God  again  and 
again,  with  courage  and  confidence.  To  him  let  the  righteous  corn-* 
mit  .their  cause  ;  sooner  or  later  he  will  bring  their  righteous- 
ness to  light.  Wherrfore  let  them  who  suffer  for  well  doing  commit 
the  keeping  qfthemBetvee  unto  the  Lord, 

4.  Let  us  guard  against  credulity,  or  believing  every  word,  and 
trusting  too  much  to  the  promises  of  any  meH,  especially  of  those 
men  whose  passions  are  strong,  and  who  make  light  of  promises 
and  oaths.  David  gat  Mm  up  unto  the  hold  ;  he  knew  it  was  danger- 
ous to  trust  to  the  mercy  of  a  reconciled  enemy.  A  wise  man  will 
give  the  good  words  even  of  an  enemy  the  hearing,  but  will  not  con- 
fide too  much  in  them>  he  will  still  be  upon  his  guard.  David  was  a 
bold  man  in  venturing  so  near  Saul ;  but  he  would  not  trust  him 
too  fiur.  Coun^  and  prudence  should  always  go  together  ;  and 
if  we  would  be  safe,  let  us  take  our  Lord's  advicci  to  he  wiae  ae  acf" 
pentMy  and  hamUeBa  aa  dovea^ 

Vol.  IJI.  N 
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CHAP.    XXV.    1—22. 

We  Aovf  iltfffv  on  account  ff  Samuel^^  death  $  mid  qfJ^adalU  churl' 

iskncM* 

I  AND  Ssunuel^  being  near  an  Jkaulred  year9  dd^  a^d  greatfy 
jLjL  belgxied  by  all  the  fieofiley  died  ;  9ad  M  the  Iftraelitea  were' 
gathered  together}  and  lamented  him  i  bewailed  the  loss  qfeo. 
much  virtue  and  goodne^Syond  their  Hn  in  chooeing  a  king  i  and 
they  buri^  him  in  hia  bouse  at  Ramah  ;  thi9  woe  the  burying 
place  of  the  Jtndiy^from  wlience  hie  renudna  were  rem(medy  with 
incredible  iumtfij  by  the  en^erery  in  the  year  401.  Aod  David 
aitMCf  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Paran^  to  the  tents  qf 
Kedar^  where  he  would  be  more  out  qfSaul'a  way. 

9      And  [there  was]  a  man  in  Maon»  whose  possessions  [were} 

in  Carmel ;  and  the  man  [waa]  very  great,  and  he  had  three 

•  thousand  ^eep»  and  a  thousand  goats  :  and  he  was  sheaiing 

3  his  sheep  in  Carmel.  Now  the  name  of  the  man  [was]  Nabal ; 
and  the  name  <rfhis  wife  Abigail :  and  [she  was]  a  woman  of 
good  understanding}  and  of  a  beautiful  countenance  :  but  the 
man  [was]  churlish  and  evil  in  his  doings  ;  and  he  [was]  of  the 

4  house  of  Caleb)  a  Calebite.*    And  David  heard  in  the  wilder-^ 

6  nesa  that  Nabal  did  shear  his  aheep.  And  David^  to  show  him 
reefiectj  sent  out  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto  the  young 
men,  Get  you  im  to  Carmel,  and  go  to  Nabal,  and  g^eet  him  in 

4  my  name  :  And  thus  shall  ye  say  to  him  that  liveth  [in  proa» 
perity,]  Peace  [be]  both  to  thee,  and  peace  [be]  to  thine;  houses 
and  peace  [be]  to  all  that  thou  haat,  wish  him  and  his  all  health 
and  ha/ijuness.     This  was  a  very  c^ectionate  and  contfirehensive 

7  salutation  ;.  including  all  blessings  for  both  worlds.  And  now  I 
have  heard  that  tb^u  hast  shearers  ;  now  thy  ahepherds  which 
were  with  us,  we  hurt  them  not,  neither  was  there  aught  miss<» 

8  ing  imto  them,  all  the  while  they  were  in  Carmel.  Ask  thy 
young  men,  and  they  wUl  show  thee.  Wherefore  let  the  young 
men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes  ;  for  we  come  in  a  good  day  ;t 
give,  I  pray  thee'^  whatsoever  cometh  to  thine  hand  unto  thy 

9  servants,  and  to  thy  son  David.f    And  when  David's  young  ^ 
men  came,  they  spake  to  Nabal  according  to  all  those  words,  in  ' 
the  name  of  David,  and  ceased  ;  giving  him  no  just  f^erice  by 
their  Jurther  importunity. 

«  The  word  Caleb  tigoiiies  a  dog ;  Nabal  wa»  of  a  dogged  temper,  tnarUih,  and  napping 
U  every  body. 

t  Slieqiriiearing  is  qqw  a  tinn  of  feasting  and  fi^^dag. 

I  David  here  pleaded  that  he  and  his  men,  thogs^i  soldiers,  and  ift  —casstty^haddonfi  V^ 
bal's  shenherds  no  evil ;  yea.  they  had,  as  we  find  afterward,  tahen  particular  care  to  protect 
them  ;  bacDavid  modestly  omitted  that,  and  appealed  to  Nabal's  servants  who  wereready  tm 
inform  him  of  it.  He  urifed  his  giving  them  somechiag,  L  he  did  not  want  «««««>  ^^^TSSff 
be  content  whh  what  ooald  be  most  easily  spared.  He  called  himself  hu  sen  Dttnd,  ^^^^^^ 
hh  respect,  as  being  of  the  same  tribe.  This  was  a  very  handsome  aidrtH,  Md  woald  bar* 
aiTecttd  any  onc^  bucncha  chorl  as  Nabal  was. 
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10  And  Nabal  Miswered  David's  servants  wih  great  contempt^ 
and  said)  m  a  violent  fuuu^  Who  [is]  David  i  and  who  [is]  tha 
flon  of  Jeflse  I  c»tf  he  wa»  «o  mean  a  permm  that  he  wa*  not 
imtewHy  thiAigh  he  had  done  weU  in  lera^ly  had  9latn  Goliath^  wot 
ihe  kitn^o  %on  in  km^  and  well  known  to  the  PhiHatinee  :  there  be 
many  servants  now  a  days  that  break  away  «wery  maA  £rom  his 
master.  He  here  taxed  him  with  irifideUty  to  Sauln  and  pkaded 
that  what  he  had  wma  Me  own^  and  firavidedjbr  other  eort  ofmen^ 

1 1  Shan  I  then  take  my  breadi  and  my  water,  and  Biy  fiesh  that  I 
have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  [it]  unto  men,  whom  I 
know  not  whence  they  [be  X\  Intimating  that  they  vfere  a  crew  of 
idle^  vagabond /eUotv9y  and  that  it  did  not  become  an  honeot  man  to 

12  countenance  and  ^ufifiort  thern.  So  David's  young  mexk  turned 
their  way*  and  went  again,  and  came  and  tdld  him  all  llibst  say* 

13  ings.  And  David,  being  reeotved  in  the  height  of  hie  rtfeefttment 
to  be  avenged  on  hinty  said  unto  lus  men,  Gird  ye  on  every  in&li 
his  sword.  And  they  ^rded  on  every  tnan  his  sword  ;  and 
David  also  girded  on  his  sword  :  and  there  ^erit  up  after  David 
about  four  hundred  men  ;  and  two  hxkndred  sSiode  by  the 
stuff. 

1^  But  one  of  the  young  men  among  the  ehearera  who  woo  wi»or 
and  better  than  hie  master^  went  and  told  Abigail,  Nabal's  wifcf 
saying,  Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of  the  wilderness  to 

^'  salute  our  master;  and  he  railed  on  them.  But  the  men  [were] 
very  good  unto  us,  and  we  were  not  hurt,  neither  mia^  v^e 
any  thing,  as  long  as  We  were  conversant  with  them,  when  v^e 

^^  were  in  the  fields  c  They  were  a  wall  unto  us  both  by  night  and 

^^  dayi  all  the  while  we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep.*  Now 
therefore,  know  and  consider  what  thou  wilt  do  $  for  evil  is  de- 
termined agsdnst  our  master,  and  against  all  his  household  :  for 
be  [is  such]  a  son  of  Belial,  that  [a  man]  cannot  speak  to  hitn. 
Me  concluded  that  David  would  resent  fV,  but  ^kiret  not  remonetrote 
with  Mibaly  ae  he  would  only  be  more  insolent  and  abusive^  and 
was  such  an  obstinate^  surly  many  that  there  was  no  making  any 

1^  imftressum  on  him.  Then  Abigail  made  haste,  Hke  a  frmdeht 
woman^  she  did  not  neglect  the  wise  advice  qf  a  servant^  and  she 
took  two  hundred  loaves,  and  two  bottles  of  Vrine,t  and  five  sheiep 
ready  dressed,  and  five  x|ieasures  of  parched  t^o^O  ^d  an 
hundred  clusters  of  raisins,  and  two  hundred  cakes  of  figs,  and 

^^  laid  [them]  on  asses.  And  she  said  unta  her  servants,  Go  on 
before  me  $  the  sight  of  the  present  may  in  some  measure  apftease 
David  i  behold,  I  come  after  you.  But  she  tM  not  her  hus- 
band Nabal,  lest  he  should  persist  in  his  insolence^  and  prevent  her 

SO  going.  And  it  was  [so,  as]  she  rode  on  the  ass,  that  she  came 
down  by  the  coveit  of  the  hill,  and,  behold,  David  and  his  men 

"v  He  bean  hfl  ttiCfflMhr  tb  ttfe  vstfislnMi  tt  well  *•  kmocente  of  DavM'i  moi  e  wfi« 
Ittpt  them  firam  wild  bca»t>,  fron  the  Philiitinet»  who  robbed  the  toreshlog  Soon,  and  Irom 
(SieArabiaas  and  othect*  who  lived  OB  plunder.  Thii|irovet  that  David't  men  wtrtootsbftlki 
#tti»  bat  hoaeet,  peaceaWe  mtu,  and  under  good  diiclpline. 

t  flme  were  larfc  Intbero  botttet/ OTch  «•■•  atid  «h4  ill  tbt^sK. 


I 
\ 
I 
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can^e  down  against  her  ;  and  she  met  them  in  a  valley  between 

9 1  the  tvfo  Mia,     Now,  in  order  to  9how  the  v}(md9rfid  iffeet  that 

AhigaiVa  addreaa  hadj  the  hiatorian  obaervea^  that  David  had  sidd 

^6  hia  men^  Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept  all  that  this  [fellow]  hath 

in  the  wildeimess,  so  that  nothing  was  missed  of  all  that  [per* 

tained]  unto  him  :  and  he  hath  requited  me  evil  for  good. 

99  So  and  more  also  do  God  unto  the  enemies  of  David,  if  I  leavb 

of  all  that  [pertain]  to  him  by  the  morning  light  any  that  pisseth 

against  the  wall.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

|.  T  TC  T  HAT  a  melancholy  thing  is  it  for  a  comely,  prudent,  vir« 
VV  tuous  woman,  to  be  yoked  to  a  surly>  drunken  fool  ! 
Surely  it  was  for  the  sake  of  wealth,  that  this  lovely  woman  was 
inarried  to  a  man  who  had  not  one  good  quality  to  recommend  him. 
The  present  day  affords  instances  of  many  women,  who,  through 
the  folly  pf  their  parepts,  or  th^ir  o^vn  pride,  are  thrown  away  upon 
£>ols  or  sots,  or  tied  to  golden  brutes.  What  a  piteous  cas&must  this 
poor  womai)  be  in,  tp  haye  an  husband  whose  foUy  she  could  not 
but  see  and  despise  ;  for  which  she  was  obliged  to  make  excuses  ; 
^d  excuse^  which  >vere  the  ii^ore  grievous,  as  they  reflected  VipoQ 
her  own  good  ^ense  and  prudence;  The  fair  sex  may  see,  in  thia 
chapter,  what  sor^  of  ai)  l)usband  a  sqt  and  a  fool  is  likely  to  make  ; 
and  what  trials  thos^  are  lH^ely  %o  meet  with,  who  marry  for 
wealth  only  :  trialjs,  for  whipli  all  theip  good  sense  apd  religion  will 
pc  little  enqughf  Lret  parents  learn  to  make  a  wise  chpice  for  their 
children,  and  not  look  lapop  ptioney  or  estate  as  the  chief  thing  to  be 
Tegarded.  There  cannot  be  a  more  pitiable  spectacle  than  such  an 
nmequal  n^arnage  as  this  chapter  represents.  Though  perhaps  to 
some  wpmen  of  beautiful  coiuitenances  and  good  understandings, 
such  husbands  may  be  allotted  by  Providence,  as  necessarv  to  allay 
that  vanity^  which  so  man^  accpmplishirients  are  apt  to  inspire 
them  with. 

2.  The  surly,  the  rude,  and  uncharitable,  may  here  see  thdr 
own  picture  ;  and  a  very  lively  one  indeed  it  is.  No  sooner  was 
Nabal  asked  ia  favour,  in  a  very  civil  and  respectful  manner,  than 
he  fell  into  a  passion,  and  abused  the  petitioner.  There  are  too  ma- 
ny instance^  of  this  conduct  in  every  agt  pf  the  world.  There  a|^ 
those  who  abuse  the  poor,  that  they  may  be  excqsed  fh>m  relieving 
them  :  who  gjye  surly  answers,  ^ben  asked  for  cpntributipns  for 
public  and  useful  services ;  and  plead  their  own  necessity  and  ipabil- 
ity,  with  as  much  earnestness  and  as  little  justice  as  Nabal  did. 
Though  ite  had  nothing  to  spare,  Abigail  could  find  a  handsome 
present-;  and  he  could  find  enough  to  make  himself  and  his  ser- 
vants drunk  with.    It  is  thus  ipen  oftep  apend  that  on  their  own 

*  That  is,  not  a  man.  Thh  was  xindcmbtedly  a  rash  oath,  hot  dieir  extremity  ihcNild  b^ 
•onsidered,  that  Nahal  used  David  very  unjustly,  as  well  as  tntolently^  and  diat  he  and  Mf 
men,  had  a  right  to  some  reward  for  au^h  service. 
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dresS}  their  tables,  or  their  furniture,  with  which  they  ought  to  do 
good  ^  and  plead  inability,  when  it  is  really  owing  to  nothing  but 
hixury  and  extravagance. 


CHAP.    XXV.    23,  to  the  end. 

In   which  fve  have  Jbigcdl^a  interfi6sition  with  David j  and  the  good 
tiffectB  of  it  ;  David's  gratitude  to  God  for  his  providential  inter" 
ference  ;  the  sudden  death  of  JVabal  j  and  David* b  marriage  to 
Alngml  and  Afunoam, 

93  A  N  D  when  Abigail  saw  David,  saw  by  his  hast^  and  his 
JLJl  looks  that  vengeance  was  determined^  and  all  her  address 
wotdd  be  little  enough  to  divert  zV,  she  hasted,  and  lighted  off  the 
ass,  and  fell  before  David  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the 

24  ground,  And  fell  at  his  feet,  did  him  reverence  as  a  great  man  $ 
and,  in  a  sfieechfiUl  of  the  moat  natural  and  moving  eloquence^ 
said,  Upon  me,  my  lord,  [upon]  me  [let  this]  iniquity  [be  :j 
and  let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee,  speak  in  thine  audience, 
ai)d  hear  the  words  of  thine  handmaid  ;  Hke  a  kind  wife,  she  de* 
sires  to  suffer  for  her  husband  ;  and  having  besfioke  a  patient 

%S  hearing,  she  adds,  Let  not  my  lord,  I  pray  thee,  regard  this  man 
of  Belial,,  [even]  Nabal :  for  as  his  name  [is,]  so  [is]  he  ;  Nabal 
(is]  his  name,  and  folly  [is]  witli  him  :  but  I  thine  handmaid 
saw  not  the  young  men  of  my  lord,  whom  thou  didst  send* 

%%  Now  therefore,  my  lord,  [as]  the  Lord  liveth,  and  [as]  thy  soul 
liveth,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  withholden  thee  from  coming 
to  [shed]  blood,  and  from  avenging  thyself  with  thine  own 
hand,t  now  let  thine  enemies,  and  they  that  seek  evil  to  my 
lord)  be  as  Nabal,  be  so  inconsiderable,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  doing 

37  Idm  any  hurt.  And  now  this  blessing  which  thine  handmaid 
hath  brought  unto  my  lord,  let  it  even  be  given  unto  the  young 
men  that  follow  my  lord,  permit  thy  servants  to  accept  it,  as  it 

28  is  too  mean  for  thee,  I  pray  thee,  forgive  the  trespass  of  thine 
handmaid,  in  taking  all  the  blame  upon  myself,  and  endeorvouring 
to  appease  thy  wrath  :  for  the  Lorb  will  certainly  make  my  loi^d 
a  sure  house  ;  praying  that  he  would  be  kind  to  her,  as  God  would 
certainly  be  to  him;  because  my  lord  lighteth  the  battles  of  th^ 
Lorp,  and  evil  hath  not  been  found  in  thee  [all]  thy  days ;  thou 
hast  hitherto  been  famous  far  heroic  deeds,  and  always  acted  nobly 

99  and  generously.  Yet  a  man,  even  Saul,  is  risen  to  pursue  thee) 
and  to  seek  thy  soul :  but  the  soul  of  my  lord  shall  be  bound  in 

*  Abigail  Iiere  repre«ents  her  Itttsband  u  a  man  not  worthT  of  David's  anger ;  teUing  bin 
that  in  all  this  VabskI  had  but  acted  like  himself;  that  he  might  as  well  be  angry  with  a  car 
for  snarliagy  or  an  ass  for  braying*  as  with  Nabal  for  ineratitude»  sordidness*  and  railing.  A 
prudent  woman  would  not  liave  said  so  much  of  her  hcwnnd  if  she  could  have  helped  it  (  Imt 
It  was  so  aotorious  a  thing,  that  she  could  not  make  a  better  eacose ;  and  it  was  inteiided  t» 
praveat  dK  rain  of  the  nimUy.  ^ 

t  This  was  wry  artfhl  and  ingenious,  tonresame  so  much  upon  his  ckoMOcy  ndgooii 
|K«s,  i|t  tokio^  she  had  already  diverted  him  troqi  his  forpoie. 
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the  bandle  of  life  with  the  Lorb  thy  God,  tkall  be  9qfe  in  his  keeft* 
ing  ;  and  the  ^uls  of  thine  enemies,  them  shall  he  sling  out* 
[as  out]  of  the  middle  of  a  sling,  they  shall  be  destrvyed  as  vfortk* 

30  less  things.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  the'LoRD  shall  have 
done  to  my  lord  according  to  all  the  good  that  he  hath  spokel^ 
concerning  thee,  and  shall  have  appointed  thee  ruler  over  Israel ; 

31  That  this  shall  he  no  grief  unto  thee,  nor  offence  of  heart  unto 
my  lord,  either  that  thou  hast  shed  blood  causeless,  or  that  my 
lord  hath  avenged  himself:*  but  when  the  Lord  shall  have  dealt 
well  with  my'  lord,  then  remember  thine  handmaid,  thou  vnU 
(hen   thank  me  for  my  adince  ;  or  rather ^  let  me  then  entreat 

32  thy  friendsMfij  whenever  I  may  need  it.  And  David  wflt 
immediately  y^  softened^  and  said  to  Abigail,  Blessed  [be]  the 
Lord  God   <^  Israel,  which  sent  thee  this  day  to  meet  me  : 

S3  And  blessed  [be]  thy  advice,  and  blessed  [be]  thou,  which 
hast  kept  me  this  day  from  coming  to  [shed]  blood,  and 
from  avenging  myself  with  mine  own  hand.  He  first  adored  the 
firorvidence  of  God,  which  sent  her  so  seasonably  to  divert  his  an* 
ger^  and  prevent  the  execution  of  his  fiurfiose  ;  then  commended 

34  her  and  her  firudent  counsely  andfirayed  God  to  bless  her.  For  in 
very  deed,  [as]  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  which  hath  kept 
use  back  from  hurting  thee,  except  thou  hadst  hasted  and  come 
to  meet  me,  surely  there  bad  not  been  left  unto  Nabal  by  the 
morning  light  any  that  pisseth  against  the  wall,ybr  I  was. deter* 

35  mined  to  make  an  example  of  that  brutish  wretch.  So  David  re« 
ceived  lof  her  hand  [that]  which  she  had  brought  him,  and  said 
unto  her.  Go  up  in  peace  to  thine  house  ;  see,  I  have  hearkened 
to  thy  voice,  and  have  accepted  thy  person  ;  her  presents  and 
discourse  were'  extremely  acceptable  ;  and  he  dismissed  her  vnth 
great  complacency^  thinking  that  his  rash  oath  did  not  lay  him  vn* 
der  any  obligation  to  do  wrong. 

U  And  Abigail  came  to  Nabal ;  and,  behold,  he  held  a  feast  in 
his  house,  like  the  feast  of  a  king  ;  and  Nabal'a  heart  [was} 
merry  within  him,  for  he  [was]  very  drunken  ;t  wherefore  she 

tKT  told  him  nothing  less  or  more  until  the  monnng  light.  But  jt 
came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was  gone  out  of 
Nabal^  and  his  wife  had  told  him  these  things,  that  his  heart  died 
witliin  him,,  and  he  became  [as]  a  stone,  he  was  quite  con/bunded^ 

n  midfdnted  away.%  And  it  came  to  pass  about  ten  days  [afiter^, 
that  the  Lord  smote  Nabal,  that  he  died. 

49  And  when  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  said.  Blessed 
(be]  the  Lor'd,  that  hath  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  reproach  from 
Ihe  band  of  Nabal,  and  hfitb  kept  hi^  servant  from  evil :  for  the 

^  Siie  brought  dtt  ttrengeit  arnment  at  last,  that-  when  he  cane  to  the  threitef  (of  whkh 
cHe  9ptA)u  with  certainty)  he  woou  not  be  dtiturbed  with  the  rcmeoibrance  of  havisg  shed 
.  xniMiceftt  blood ;  he  woala  not  have  this  Co  be  a  I4ci«ldi  to  hii  Kkvy.    A  forgiving  temper  ii 
'  Ufc  \Tt|r  to  luive  a  clear  and  qoiet  conicience.  ^ 

^  Pet1t»t>s  ^^''^^^■^^*<>^^^*i'^*'""l^   1twiiiaelgftkeiraiBiMl,lfk«CMiMii6t 
ase  hta  niency  without  abusing  it ;  or  be  pleasant  aneog  his  frwMi*  wMmmi  aukial^  a4M«t  tff 

t  Wo  have  many  instances  of  persons  kyiag  mddcitfy  wheB  lihcy  wcr«  tOld  the  daDgcr 
they  had  escaped;  bathebuiga»hedt*iDetimf» 
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Lofto  hfttb  returned  the  wickednesft.  of  Nahnl  upon  hia  91m 
head.*  And  David)  having  had  attch  a  proof  of  Abigail^  a  wUilom 
and  piety ^  and  being  charmed  vdth  her  per wn  and  addreasy  qfier  a 
decent  dme^  pai4  hin  addrewet  to  her^  and  sent  and  coo»nHiiie4 

40  with  AbigaU,  to  take  her  to  him  to  wife.  And  when  the  seir* 
Tants  of  David  were  come  to  Abigail  to  Carmel,  they  spake  unto- 
her,  sa3r]ngy  David  sent  us  unto  thee^  to  take  thee  to  him  to  wife* 

4ir  And  she  arose,  and  bowed  herself  on  [her]  face  to  the  earthy 
and  said)  Behold,  [let]  thine  handmaid  [be]  a  servant  to  wasl^ 
the  feet  of  the  servants  of  my  lord  ;  9he  received  the  meeaag'^ 
%tdik  great  courtemunea^  audhumilityy  and  expresaed  her  readme*^ 

4d  tQ  perform  the  toweat  office  even  far  bia  aervanta.  And  Abigail 
hasted)  and  arose,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with  five  damsels  of 
her^s  that  went  after  her  aa  her  attendanta  ;  and  she  went  after 

43  the  mess^igers  of  Dafid)  and' became  his  wife.  David  also 
took  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel  i  and  they  were  alao  both  of  them  his 

wives.t 

44  But  aa  to  hiajirat  wifcy  Saul  had  g^ven  Michal  his  daughter^ 
David's  wife,  to  Phalti  the  son  of  Laish)  which  [was]  of  Gallim  $ 
and  aa  ahe  Hved  in  adultery^  David  had  a  right  to  marry  again. 
Saul  did  thia  to  qj^ront  andgrieve  bhn^  and  to  cut  off  ail  hia  preten- 
€€a  to  the  crown  on  that  account, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  *\X  T  £  ^y  hence  infer,  what  a  great  blessing  a  wife  pos« 
V  Y  sessed  of  prudence  and  good  understandiiig  is  to  a  fam« 
ily.  A  virtuous  womany  says  Solomon,  ia  a  crown  to  her  huaband, 
Abigail  rescued  her  family  from  ruin,  by  her  prudence  and  good 
sense.  Her  husband's  foibles  set  her  virtues  in  a  more  beautifbl 
lighti  Let  those  who  consult  their  own  safety,  honour  and  happi- 
ness, and  the  jregularity  and  comfort  of  their  families,  endeavour  to 
choose  such  wives  ;  esteem  good  sense,  good  temper,  and  piety, 
the  first  things  to  be  sought  for  ia  the  chcace.  The  heart  of  a  hua-^ 
bagid  may  aqfely  truat  in  auch  a  wife^  and  he  will  have  no  fear  ofapoiL 
2^  We  have  reason  to  bless  God  for  every  instance  in  which 
ve  are  kept  from  ain.  It  is  a  signal  mercy,  and  should  be  thankful- 
ly owned,  as  David  gave  God  the  honour  of  preserving  him.  When 
we  have  been  ia  danger  d  fidling  into  sin,  and  doing  that  which 
would  have  occasioned  pain  and  grief  in  the  vecoUection,  and  yet 
have  been  prevented,  let  us  bless  God.  Nothing  affords  greater 
joy  to  a  good  man  than  this,  or  is  justcr  ground  of  gratitude  to  God. 
Whoever  is  the  instrument  of  our  deliverance  from  such  dangers, 
let  God  have  the  praise,  who  inclined  them  to  reprove  us,  and  ena- 
bled us  to  take  it»  not  oply  patiently  but  thanktully)  like  David  ; 

*  David  did  net  r^oioe  in  his  death  itselC  but  took  nvtice  of  it  ii  an  tnatanee  oC  diving 
loMice*  which  tt  onee  vindicated  hiin^  and  waaan  enooan(eiaeiitto  him  aadocfaera  to  cmst  itt 
6od»  widMMt  avonginc  themaehrea. 

t  Thia  was  nadoohr«dly  wraog ;  tbooxfap  as  onr  Losd  hitlmatea,  through  tbt  hirihan  of 
tbfir  hcwtti  aadthv4tiifca«a«f thardi«p«wacian#  Ic  Waa  overloohtd  at  that  tioie. 
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and  let  us  daily  prajr  with  a  very  serious  mind,  iMrd^  lead  u^  not  m(0 
Umfitathth  b^  deliver  tu/rom  evil.    Once  more, 

3.  Let  us  learn  to  guard  against  a  revengeful  spirit,  as  what  tviU 
ke  bittemeM*  in  the  end  ;  and  to  maintain  a  guard  over  our  passions, 
es{>ecially  anger,  when  we  meet  with  unjust  and  unreasonable  treat- 
Stent.  This  is  a  great  snare  ;  even  the  man  afler  God's  own 
lieart  Was  too  easily  provoked,  and  too  intent  upon  revenge.  To 
many  persons,  revenge  is  sweet ;  they  are  never  satisfied  till  they 
are  avenged.  But  it  is  a  base,  wicked  disposition  ;  and  brings  sor- 
row and  remorse  with  it.  Many  have  done  things  when  in  a 
warmth  of  temper,  which  they  have  a  thousand  times  vrished  had 
never  been  done.  Let  us  remember,  that  the  less  we  indulge  our 
passion,  the  more  we  consult  our  peace.  We  should  depart  from 
rash  and  wicked  resolutions,  yea,  though  we  are  bound  to  them  by 
9Xi  oath  ;  and  repent  deeply  before  God  that  we  ever  made  them. 
When  angry,  or  tempted  to  revenge  affronts,  we  should  consider 
how  it  will  appear  upon  reflection,  and  what  a  foundation  we  are 
laying  for  our  own  tortnent  and  vexation.  It  ia  the  glory  of  a  man 
io  pau  by  an  ^ront  $  and  by  the  gospel,  forgiveness  of  others  is  a 
necessary  condition  of  our  receiving  pardon  and  acceptance  from 
God.  Let  us  therefore  leave  our  cause  with  him,  who  will  avenge 
it,  if  he  sees  good.  Dearly  beloved^  avenge  not  youraelveSf  but  rather 
give  place  unto  wrath ;  for  vengeance  U  mine^  I  mil  refiayy  Bcdth 
the  Lord, 


^         CHAP.    XXVI. 

Saul  in  this  chapter  renevs  hie  pursuit  of  David  ;  who  boldly  ventures 
into  SauPe  camp  ;  addresses  Jbnerj  and  expostulates  with  Saul ; 
who  acknowUf^es  his  faulty  and  returns  home. 

1  /%  N  D  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying, 
JLjl  Doth  not  David  hide  himself  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah, 
[which  is]  before  Jeshimon  ?  this  was  bascy  unprovoked  malice 
in  the  Ziphites  ;  perhaps  they  were  afraid  that  if  he  came  to  the 

S  throne  he  would  revenge  their  iU  usage  qf  him.  Then  Saul,  wh^ 
before  seemed  to  be  reconciled^  arose,  and,  wiling  to  embrace  the 
opportunity^  he  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph,  having 
three  thousand  chosen  men  of  Israel  with  him,  to  seek  David 

3  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph.  And  Saul  pitched  in  the  hill  ofHa- 
chilah,  which  [is]  before  -Jeshimon  by  the  way.  But  David 
abode  in  the  wilderness,  and  he  saw  that  Saul  came  after  him  kw 

4  to  the  wilderness.  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and  under* 
stood  that  Saul  was  come  in  very  deed,  and  was  very  near  him, 

5  And  David  arose,  and  came  to  the  place  where  Saul  had 
pitched  :  and  David  beheld  the  place  where  Saul  lay,  and  Ab« 
ner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his  host :  and  Saul  lay  in  the 
trench,  near  hh  cftoWor  and  Mner  with  hlm^  and  the  people 
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i  I^Cdi^  rated  aboiK  1mA.  Then  aoswerod  D«iM  and  said  to 
Ahimelech  thp  Hitdte,aiid  to  Abiahai  the  son  of  2^eruiah|  fwAo 
vf§9  J)0VuP9  uHer^  1  Chnm^n.  16.)  brother  to  Joab,  aaying^ 
Who  will  go  down  with  me  to  Saul  to^e  camp  ?  And  Abiahai 
aaid)  I  will  go  down  with  thee  ;  he  chtme  to  have  but  one  /or  the 
eake  qf  eecrecy^  and  Irft  the  other  on  a  hilly  vUh  tUrectione  vfhai^to 

7  do  in  coee  (fan  alarm.  So  David  and  Abiahai  came  to  the  people 
liy  ni^t:  a&dy  behold,  Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  trench, 
and.  his  spear  stuck  in  the  ground  at  his  bokter  :  but  Abne» 

•  and  the  people  laf  round  about  him.  Then  said  Abishai  to 
Dandi  God  hath  delivered  thine  enemy  into  thine  hand  this 
day  :  now  therefiire  let  me  smite  himy  I  pray  thee,  with  the 
spear  even  to  the  earth  at  once,  and  I  will  not  [smite]  1^  the 
second  time  ;  the  words  exfireoa  great  eagemeee^  Let  me  judl 

9  him  to  the  ground  at  once.  And  David  aaid  to  Abishai,  Destrof 
him  not :  for  who  can  stretch  forth  his  hand  against  the  Lord's- 
anointed,  and  be  guiltless  \  being  made  king  by  GodU  ttftfumt* 

10  menty  it  vnll  be  wrong  to  injure  him.  David  said  furthenoaore^ 
[As]  the  Loan  liveth,  the  Loan  shall  smite  him  ;  or  his  deiy 
ahall  come  to  die  ;  or  he  shall  descend  into  battle,  and  perish  ; 
he  ehaUJaU  by  eame  eudden  stroke j  ae  Mbal  didj  or  die  by  dis^ 

11  eaee^  or faUiH battle.  The  LoMn  forbid  that  I  should  stretch 
forth  'mine  hand  i^;ainst  the  Lord's  anointed  :*  but,  I  pray 
tlwe,  take  thou  now  the  spear  that  [is]  at  his  bolster,  and  the 
cruse  of  water,  and  let  us  go  ;  by  this  they  vnll.aee  what  we  could 

13  hauedaney  had  it  not  been  out  qf  respect  to  him.  So  David  took 
the  spear  and  the  cruse  of  water  fitnn  Saul's  bolster ;  and  they* 
gat  them  away,  and  no  man  saw  [it,]  nor  knew  [it,]  neither 
awaked:  for  they  [were]  all  asleep;  because  a  deep  sleep 
from  the  Lord  was  fidlen*  tipon  them  ;  it  was  a  sfiecial  ftroui* 
dence  that  they  were  not  discovered  in  walking  through  so  many 
ranksy  and  talking  U^ether. 

13  Then  David  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and  stood  on  thd 
topof  an  hilla&r  off;  a  great  space  [being]  between  them^ 
yet  so  near  that  a  voice  ndght  be  heard  in  the  stillness  qfthe  nights 

14  And  David  cried  to  the  people,  and  to  Abner  the  son  of  Ner 
saying,  Answerest  thou  not,  Abner  ?  Then  Abner  answered  and 
said.  Who  [art]   thou  [that]  criest  to  the  kinv,  to  dtsturb  him 

15  refioee  7  And  David  said  to  Abner,  [Art]  not  tnou  a  [valiant] 
man  ?  and  who  [is]  like  to  thee  in  Israel  ?  wherefore  then  hast 
thou  not  kept  thy  lord  the  king  ?  why  hast  thou  not  (^served  bet-- 
fer  Tnilitary  discifUtncy  and  better  guarded  the  king^s  fierson  T  for 
there  came  one  of  the  peqple  in  with  an  intention  to  destroy  tb^ 

&^  koig  thy  lord,  and  he  had  a  fair  ofifiortwrdty  to  do  it.  This  thing 
[is],  not  good  thattliou  hast  done.  [As]  the  Lord  liveth  ye 
[are]  worthy  to  die,  because  ye  have  not  kept  your  master,  the 
Lord's  anointed.  And  now  see  where  the  king's  spear  [is,] 
md  the  cruse  of  water  that  [was]  at  his  bolster  ;  he  could  aa 
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DaVid's  voice)  and  said,  (Is]  tfail&.thjr  TOke^  taf  son  David  ?  /)a* 
imf«tooraj:ie,  ^mtromty^  tandfdet^^  fdtdJdtro^mwtgratitfidrHurnf 

i  tkhotcriwded  into  SctuP^  mbUd^  And  David^  Mcnovsletlgmg  SauPa 
.  akthorityyond  hiB  own  ailej^ianee  to  han^  said,  [It  is]'  iny  T^Dice* 
1^  my  lotd,  O  king.  And,  pleading  M9  innocence,  he  said)  Where- 
fore doth  my  lord  thxfe  j^srsue  d^er  his  sehrant  ?  for  vrhat  hflve 

.  l^  I  done  ?  or  what  evil  [is]  in  lAine  hand  I  Now  the^lbare)  I  pray 
thee,  let  my  lord  the  kinig  hear  the  words  of  his  scrvani.    If  the 

^  *    Loam  have  stirred  thee  up  li^idnseixie)  let  hiiK|  accept  an  offtr- 

'  iiig  :^  but  if  [they  be]  the  ehMren  of  men,  cmktd  {bel  they  be- 

•    foner  the  Lomn  ;  for  they  have  driven  vA  out'  Ihia  day  from 

'  «bf dhtg  ift  the  flnheritidice  of  the  Load,  sayiligy  Gc^  serve  other 

gods ;  they  have  darie  that  vMeh  hen  a  tendency  to  bring  me  to 

UO  idokiry.  Now  therdfore,  I^  ilot  my  blood  &11  to  the  earth  be- 
fore tte  fece  lof  the  Loiii,  who^te^  it,  and  wiU  troengeitftfthee  : 
for  tfa'c  king  of  Israel  is  come  otit  toaeek  aflea^  as  when  one 

'-    dtoFth-hnnt  a  partridge  in.  the  mountains. 

8i      Thenrsaid  Skal,  I  hove ^nned both cguhutGodand ^ee  :  re- 

tonv,  my  sots  David,  to  my^court  again :  fot  I  witt  no  ibore  do 

thee  harm,  becatlse  my  soul  was  precions  in  thine  eyes  this  day  z 

.     behold,  I  hale  played  the  fool,  and  have  erred  exceedingly  ;  I 

22  aik  dshamed  and  90rry  for  what  I  have  done.  And  David,  ae  an 
evidence  of  SauPe  danger,  and  Ma  own  innocence,  answered;  and 
said,  Behokl  the  king^s  spear  I  and  let  one  of  the  young  men 

33  come  over  and  fetch  it.  The  Loan  render  to  every  man  hi% 
righteousness  and  his  faithfiUness  ;  for  die  Loftn  deUv^red 
thee  into  [my]  hand  today,  bat  i  would  not  stretch  forth  mine 

94  hand  agakist  tiie  Loan's  anoinited.t  And,  behold,  as  thy  life  was 
much  set  by  this  day  in  mine  eyes^  so  let  my  life  be  sMich  set 
by  in  the  eyes,  of  the  LonS)  and  let  him  deliver  me  out  of  all 
tribulation  >  may  God  deal  with  me  as  I  have  done  with  thee. 

£5  Then  Saul  said  to  David,  Bfessed  [be]  thou,  my  son  David:r 
thou  sbatt  both  do  great  [things,]  and  also  shalt  still  prevail  ; 
JJiM  it  in  vOih  tofiureue  thee  any  longer,  whom  God  intends  Jbr 
great  things^    So  David  went  on  his  way,  took  the  cdura'e  he  hati 

1  designed  Jbr  Ms  own  safety,  notwithstandmg  SaaPsJbir  promises  ; 
and  Saul  returned  to  hi»  place  ;  and  we  do  not  find  that  he  pwr* 
sued  David  ariy  More. 


V  • 


REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TT  O  W  sooh  do  wktted  hearts  lose  all  their  serious  imtres- 
.J  fju  sions  and  convictlbns  !  Whht  could  be  more  solenui  thkb 
Saul-s  l^st  promises  to  David  t  He  theli  seemed  deeply  affectedf 


ky  ;.  as  they  may  be  taken  bpth  ways,  he  leaves  Saul's  own  conscience  to  find  oat  the  neaninf  , 
^r  of  David's  lilc,  as  Dafi4  WW  oflOs. 


^wd  we  should  scarce  expect  he  yfij^ld  t^ea:  lifv«.  cc^ucnecl  tf^  his 
jfoUy  ;  but  the  »ext  trnptation,  the  v^ry  neft  opportunity,  he  wai 
as  bad  ^  ever.  It  is  too  common  for  men  to  '£e  impressecf  with 
ithe  folly  of  their  ways  ;  to  see  the  sipfiilncss  of  their  conduct ;  to 
(be  ashamed  mi  humbled  fp^  it>  and  resolve  to  be  betti^r  ;  qpd 
,yet  f^tui^  .t9  sin,  Mk}  the  dog  tQU^  -wmit.  .  What  need  hayp  we 
fQ  watch  oyer  ourselves,  to  Fpro;^  deliJt>erate  resolutions,  ^d>to 
fray  that  God  wc^bl  keep  \»  in  a,right  mind,  and  be  9,ur<ify4o  hia 
^ervanu  for  go^d, 

2.  We  Kc  how  caisily  God  can  confound  tiie  dcyiccs  apd  overrule 
the  designs  of  men.'  Saul  and  his  three  thousand  men  t^coight 
jihey  should  now  hare  David  safe  ;  but  God  laid  them  aQ  asl^p. 
^easily  can  he  ba^  the  designs  of  bif  apd  bis  people's  enemies. 
The  ftout  hearted  hfme^Upt  t^eir  dee/i^  an(f  nfm^  ^the  mfn  ^ripght 
fiavjR  found  jihar  hqndt.  Let  us  adore  that  .God)  who  jnas  so  Tpany 
fva^rs.of  influencing  the  snpds  qf  men,  aiid  contxv>Uih{;  their  f^^^r* 
jLet  all  good  men  tri^t  in  him^  and  make  bini  their  fear  arid  $neir 
dread  ;  Xhen  Ae  vill  6e  their  shield  and  their  fortrw* 
\  3.  We  may  observe,  that  to  be  banished  ^rom  God's  hon^j^  and 
ATd^nances,  is  one  of  the  greatest  .g4^  ^  a  devout  m|ni(L  .  To 
TC  kbsent  from  God^s  tabernacle,  and  in  dan|;er  of  serving  pther 
^ods,  David  complained  of  as  a  gre^^er  grief  tjban  leaving  .the  co^^ 
/or his  family,  or  his  iriends,  eleven  \n&  native  country.  '  Tp  lose 
the  mefvns  of  grace,  and  the  privileges  of  God^s  house,  i^  the  gjreat- 
je^t  of  all  losses.  That  this  may  not  be  our  case^  |let  us  higl^y  Y^^ 
^em,  and  care&illy  improve  tliem  whilp  they  iare  cqntmued  ; 
and  esteem  a  day  in  God's  courts  better  tliun  a  thoueqsid  ^entjn  sin 
iand  Vanity,  .      ^ 

.  4.  We  learn,  from  the  example  of  Saul,  that  sin  in  genera],  v^ 
capeciaHy  the  .sin  of  persecution,  is /^/9^{i^/^cybo/,an4/  erring  eX' 
feedingly.  Raul's  pursuit  of  David  was  not  only  invetei:ate  malice, 
but  egregioiis  folly ;  it  was  driving  away  the  wisest,  bfjavest,  grefi^ 
^^  and  most  worth|r  man  in  his  dominions.  Every  instance  in 
jnrbioh  we  do  evil,  yre/day  t/te  fool^  we  act.  unwisely,  fmd  do  ^that 
Whieh  we  ihall  repent  jof.  An4  hi  proportion  to  ihe.  4%r^  of 
light  and  conviction  agauist  which  we  act,  is  our  error  great,  and 
0ur  foUy  eau:es6ive  ;  and  proportionably  great  will  be  our  shamei 

£d  remorse.    Whereas  Aefear  of  the  Lord  t>  the  begimdng  qfivflf^ 
m  $  a  good  underatattding  have  ail  they  that  do  Ms  cammmdmefitf^ 


n  .1',  J.  ,1  ^jujmm 


•T 


CHAP.    XXVH. 

•  ,  1 

J)avidf  stilt  Jearing  Saul,  leaves  his  dounmang^   and  goe9  twer  if 

Mhi^h.  "- 

'I 

'I  flL  N  D  J)#ivid  «aid  in  his  .heart,  X  shsiQ.  now  periik  one 
m£#u  day  vby  ihe  hand  of  Saul :  [there  is]  nothinj^,j|>e^{ 
for  me  than  that  I  should  speedily  escape  into  the  tahd  of  the 
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niliatide^ ;  and  Saul  shall  desjpair  of  me,  to  $eek  me  an3r  more 
in  9ny  coast  of  Israel :  so  shalf  I  escape  oat  of  his  hand.  David 
thought  Saul  was  not  to  be  trusted^  though  he  hadfromUedJmr  ; 
thertfore,  cfter  contuiting  hUfiiendB^  as  Josefihua  telU  um^  he  re* 

t  iohed  to  leave  hit  dommhiu.  And  David  arose,  and  he  passed 
,  over,  with  the  six  hundred  men  that  [were]  with  himyuntoAchishy 

Z  the  son  of  Maoch,  kin^^  of  Gath.*  And  David  dwelt  with 
Achish  at  Oath,  he  and  his  men/ever^  man  with  his  honsehold* 
[even]  David  with  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess,  and 

4  Abigail  the  Carmelitess,  Nabal's  wife.  And  it  was  told  Saul 
that  David  was  fled  to  Gath  :  and  he  sought  no  more  again  fer 

5  him,  vfhich  othervfiae  he  was  disftosed  to  have  done.  And  David 
said  unto  Achish,  If  I  have  now  found  grace  in  thine  eyes,  let 
them  give  me  a  place  in  some  town  in  the  country,  that  I  may 
dwell  there  :  for  why  should  thy  Servant  dwell  in  the  royal 

•  city  with  thee  ?t  Then  Achish  gave  him  Ziklag  that  day  ;| 
wherefore  Ziklag  pertaineth  unto  the  kings  of  Judah  unto  this 
day.  ,  My  this  means  Achish  laid  a  greater  obligation  on  DavO^ 

T  and  firervented  any  disturbances  in  Ids  ca/dtal  city.  And  the  time 
that  David  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the  PhiUstines  was  a  full  year 
and  four  months. 

S  .  And  David  and  his  men  went  up  and  invaded  the  Geshu- 
rites,  and  the  Ge^rites,  and  the  Amalekites  :  for  those  [nations 
were]  of  old  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  as  thou  goest  to  Shur» 

9  even  unto  the  land  of  £gypt.||  And  David  smote  the  land,  and 
left  neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  and  took  away  the  sheep,  and 
the  oxen,  and  the  asses,  and  the  cameh,  and  the  apparel,  and 
x^etumed,  and  came  to  Achish,  to  give  account  tfthe  action^  and 
'10  present  him  vtith  a  share  of  the  sfioHs.  And  Achish  said.  Whither 
have  ye  made  a  road  today  ?  And  David  said.  Against  the 
south  of  Judah,  and  against  the  south  of  the  Jerahmeelites,  and 
III  agsdnst  the  south  of  the  Kenites.*  And  David  saved  neither 
nan  nor  woman  alive,  to  bring  [tidingsj  to  Gath,  saying,  lest 
they  should  tell  on  us,  saying.  So  did  David,  apd  so  [wiU  be] 
Ilia  manner  all  the  whUe  he  dweUeth  in  the  country  of  the  PhU* 

•  He  mm  catted  the  Wfi  of  M^oeh,  to  AtHngoish  bim  from  the  fbrmer  AeblA,  DtvM 
■Mlipi  had  aoiDc  ammnec  of  protection  from  him.  Achbh  would  be  glad  to  bare  tqch  a 
brtve  man  not  of  bit  enemy'i  cOontry ;  ai  it  would  weaken  tbr  Itraelites'  fbrcet,  and  kcc# 
w  ^dMtiM }  apasnUy.M  tbcr  broogbt  tbeir  wivaa  «id  chadren  aa  fltigm  of  tM 


ttnett 

Vhiliatioea. 


1  This  was  a  frontier  townintbt  lot  StpMu  (acc  f^skua  xv.  31.)  but  the  PIdliathMt 
aad  kept  potwtalon  of  it  tin  now. 

I  Thae  were  the  remaiiw  of  the  nations  that  were  dew>ted  to  deatroctioiw  Saul  bad  net 
«a  an  «e  Amalekites  i  thoogb  be  was  commanded  10  do  aos  some  bad  Sed  who  w«re  nnab* 
Sy.^  ^"1*^7  T'i^  Achish*  ac  least  not  tribatarj  to  him*  or  conftderatet  with  him,  Tboa 
mvid  •nhslsted  blttself  and  his  people^  tfermnb  owncmmtry,  anddidnotinjnrebbbeim> 


WMkI 


*  This  was  a  frndkilent  cmiivncation,  miwprtbr  soeh  a  holf  man  at  David  trat ;  tbtAdMk 
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is|dne« ;  Ae  brought  no  man  to  Gath  toteU  how  the  matter  vku  / 
end  the  PhilUtines  were  not  Hkely  to  know  any  other  wayj  beit^ 
at  a  great  distaneey  and  huy  m  prefiaration  for  war  with  leraiL 
i3  And  Achish  believed  David,  saying,  He  hath  made  his  people 
Israel  utterly  to  abhor  him ;  therefore  he  shall  be  my  servant 
for  ever ;  he  can  now  have  no  thoughts  of  returning  to  Israel^  but  will 
continue  with  me^  and  do  me  service  as  long  as  he  lives.  It  w^ 
•  hafifiy  for  David  that  he  was  settled  at  Zkiagy  it  being  a  proper 
place  for  the  reception  qf  those  who  came  to  him  ;  as  wejind  great 
numbers  didy  see  1  Chron,  xii.  1— 22. 

REFLECTIONS. 

K  *\7[7^£  *^  there  may  be  remainders  of  unbelief  in  a  piouft 
V  V  mind.  David  did  wroi^  in  going  to  an  idolatrous  coun- 
try, where  he  had  before  complained  of  being  driven.  He  had  been 
commanded  to  stay  in  Judah,  and  was  assured  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
thouffh  he  could  not  trust  Saul,  he  might  have  trusted  God.  Un- 
belief is  a  sin  which  easily  besets  good  men.  They  advise  with 
themselves  and  their  friends,  but  not  with  th«r  God,  and  do  not 
look  up  to  him  for  direction.  Let  us  mourn  over  the  remainder 
of  unbelief  in  our  own  hearts,  and  pray  that  God  would  increase 
our  &ith. 

\  3.  Another  &ult  of  David,  which  shouk)  be  matter  of  lamenta- 
tion and  warning,  is,  that  he  deceived  Achish.  Though  it  was  not 
It  direct  lie,  it  had  the  same  consei^uenoes  and  guilt,  being  intended 
to  deceive  him.  How  mean  and  dishonourable  is  such  a  conduct  in 
any,  especially  in  men  of  distinguished  rank  and  eminence  !  Let  it 
be  our  care  to  avoid  this,  as  every  degree  of  deceit,  though  it  should 
do  others  no  harm,  yet  it  warps  the  mind  from  truth,  makes  men 
think  Hghtly  of  it,  iaA  prepares  the  way  for  lying.  May  we  guard 
against  every  specie^  of  deceit,  for  it  will,  if  encouraged,  increase  to 
JDore  ungodliness ;  it  will  lead  not  only  to  injustice  to  men,  but  to 
hypocrisy  toward  God.  Therefore,  as  we  are  brethren,  let  us  not 
Ue  one  to  another ^  but  see  to  it  that  our  conversation  be  in  simplicity 
and  godly  sincerity.  He  that  walketh  uprightly^  watketh  mtrefy. 
We  should  remember  that  our  words  are  all  heard  in  heaven  ;  and 
that  by  our  words  we  shall  be  condemned  or  justified.  We  may  de- 
ceive men,  but  cannot  deceive  God  ;  and  he  has  ente^d  it  ia 
the  decrees  of  heaven,  that  no  Mar  shall  inherit  eternal  l(/e. 


CHAP,  xxvin. 

fFe  have  in  this  ch(tfUer  Saul*s  terror  on  account  qfthe  attdck  wMeh 

•  the  Philistines  made  /  the  aftfiUcation  he  made  to.  a  witch  that  he 
might  see  Samuel ;  the  conversation  he  had  with  Samueti  and  tha 

.    ^eet  it  had  upon  him* 

•  I     A   N  D  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  while  David  waa 

JLjL  with  Achish^  that  the  Philistines  gaOiered  their armiet 
together  for  warfiure,  to  fight  with  Israel.    And  Achish^  who 


•■         ^    4         i 


m^vm- 


,._  jrf  Pff  -P^^  and  I4f  mm  i^^Ar^^^'flvrwd^mtQ^Tid, 

[now  ihou  ;)^sui*e^»  tl^t  thou  ahalt  gp  out  with  me  to  bsittlcy 
^d  ttiy.  niep.    Xod  David  3^id  to  Achieb,  Surely  thou 
^b^t  tu^OTV  VW  tii^y  servant  can  do.1^    Ai^  Achis^  ^^  to  Qa* 
yi^t  Therefore  vUl  I  make  thee  k^per  of  wme  he^  &r  eyer  ; 
;     tho^  grt  kc  in  whom  Xput  nmt  ctn^fidenccfar  thc.profectiqn  qfmif 

.  S  iioyr  SaiQuel  was  d«§i4;  ^^  1^]^  Isiiad  had  lamented  huii>  and 
Jburied  him  in  Ramf^^  even  in  his  own  city.  This  ie  udM^  to 
j^vf  that  Saul  was  now  serisible  of  his  losfi.  AJ^d  $ayl»  ^t  the  be^ 
gbming  qfhis  reign j  when  Samuel  had  some  injluence  truer  Nm^ 
had  put  away  those  that  had  iasniticEr  spirits^  and  tlie  wizards* 
4  out  of  the  land.    And  the  Philistines  gathered  thi^msdyea  to- 

('    getheri<ind  came  and  pitched  in  Shun^ni  |  ai^d  Saul  oajtjjiered 

-  S '  all  Israel  together,  and  they  pitched  in  GHl^s^.  And  wneil  Saulf 
•'  from  a  neighbouring  hillj  saW  the  host  of  th^  Philistines)  he  was 
i  afrudy  and  his  heart  greatly  tremhled^  through  the  terrors  of  a 
'  6  gtdity  ionsetence^  and  his  ovm  imfiending  doom.  And  when  Sa^ 
i     in<|itired  of  the  Lorb,  the  Loan  answered  him  not,  neither  hj 

dffeamsy  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  prophets  .t 
'ir      Then  said-Saul  unto  his  serraitS)  Seek  me  a  woman  that  hath 
'     a  HMniliar' spirit,  that  I  may  go'  to  her,  and  inquire  of  her4 

And  his  servants  said  to  him,. Behold,  [therQ  is]  a  wom^  that 

-  '  liaKh  a  fa)niliar  spirit  at  kndor,  a  filace  near  inhere  the  army  waf 
;  •'  encamfted.  And  Saul  disguised  himself^  and  put  on  other  xai* 
'*      ment,  thai  he  might  not  b^^known^  otherwise  the  womqn  would  hoi 

'  harve  frraedsed  her  oris  before  him  ;  and  he  wept,  fU^d  two  men 
wtt&  hhn,  and  they  came  to  the  woman  \y  nfght  t  and  he  said» 
I  pray  thee,  divine  unto  me  by  the  familiar  spirit,  sind  bring  mo 

.#  [Mmj  up^m  the  grcrve  whom  I  shall  name  vjito  thee,  An4 
the  woman  s£ad  unto  him,  Behold,  thou  knowest  what  Saulhatft 

«     ^oae,  how  he  hath  cut  off  those  thstt  have  familiar  spirits,  and 

•  • '  'the  wizards,  out  of  the  land :  wherefore  then  layest  thou  a  snar^ 
ibr  my  life,  to  cause  me  to  die  \  Prervidenee\,  ordered  it  so  thai 

id  Aiul  shouid  be  told  this  to  hisjhce^  to  convinee  him  of  his  sin.  And 
Saul  assured  her  ofsqfetyj  and  sware  to  herhy  the  Lqrd,  Sayinjg^ 
«[  As]  the  Loan  liveth,  there  shall  no  punishment  happen  to  the^ 

}  1  for  this  thing^l)    Then  said  the  wopian.  Whom  sh^l  I  bring  up 

ft  .1   '  k 

*  This  vr»  *a  MibigiMBat  answer.  Darii  jm>  dovbt  wtahed  coput  Mm  oC  •nd  to  eonnili 
God  finit  in  so"  nice  an  afiair.    But  AchUh  understood  him  to  intunate  that  be  would  do  hi* 

^st  to  serve  him.  .      ■  ^ 

t  It  U  said,  I  Chrou.  x.  t^Jte  inqmrtd  noi  of  the  Lord*  He  did  not  do  it  for  a  long  time» 
but  ncKlected  him  ;  and  at  last  tU4  DOt.de  it  vith  aain^r^,  v|iright  heart ',  wherefore  God  cs> 
■eemed  it  as  noc  done. 

practice  wBi 
there  WA^ 


'  - '  H  T^ls  story  is  attended  with  many  diffieulttes.    Commentators  have  often  straogelj  ooi^ 
founded  ic  and  themselves.    There  are  three  opinions  concerninjc^.    One  is^  that  it  was  ill  a 
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t»  '«bt6  tee  ?  Ana  he  and)  Bfii%  n&e  iq>  Suhodl.^  Anilkben* 
th^  n^onUui  saw  SaiBitel>  ahc  cried  widia  loud  Vobxy  9/ifieked 
cut  in  kurpritit  and  terror j  Jumng  never  eien  ewch  a  ^ht  before  : 
and  the  woman  spake  to  Saul^  aayiogf  Wh]^  hast  th^  dcifribifid 

IS  tne  i  for  thou  [art]  Said«t  And  the  king  siiid  unto  her,  Jfte  not 
a&iud  :  fo  What  sawest  them  ?  And  thfe  woinMi  said  wrto  Saul, 

^4  I  saw  godsf  ascending  out  of  the  earth.  And  he  said  unto  her. 
What  form  [is]  h^  of  I  And  she  said,  An  old  wsaA:  cbm^th  u|r; 
nnd  tie  [is]  corered  with  a  mantle)  euch  aafirofthet*  wew^  And 
Saul  perceived  that  k  [was]  Samuel  Azmte{^,||  and  he  ifeeopcd 
with  [his]  &ce  to  the  gromd,  and  bowed  Idmself  itfiihgt^tt 
reverence  bijbre  htm* 

ili  AJbd  Ssmtlel  silid  to  SduH,  Why  hast  thou  ili^etfed  ne,  to 
bring  me  up  ?*  And  Saul  answered^  I  am  sot>e  diBtmasedi;  for 
the  Philistines. naaioe  war  agsinst  ine,  and  God  is  de^rfaedfitfti 
iiHe,  and  answereth  me  no  mbre,  neither  b)i!.^Mx4>ieta>  anr  by 
drmn^  :  thcrefoi^  I  have  catted  thie,  that  thm  iba^^  make 

•  16  kBKiWB  unto  me  what  I  shall  do«  Then  sakl  Samuei,  Where- 
fore then  dost  thou  ask  of  me^  aecmg  Ihr  Loas  is  de|terted 
from  theh)  and  is  beooine  thine  enemy  \  MMng  can  be  mM!t 
9en»€leei  than  io  Hnagme  tAak  J  can  do  any  iking'jir  tkeh,  when 

'17  Qodj  wAoee  eervant  Imnj  Muh  Jtreaken.  thee.    And  the  IjcH^ 

•  ■    I^Ulrdone  tohim^t  as  be  sphke  |l>y  tne  :  for  ^e  Lo&d  hath  rent 

the  kingdom  out  of  thine  hand,  and  gii^  it  to  t)iy  neighbour, 

18  [even]  to  David.  Because  thou  obeyedst  not  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  nor  execut^dst  hb  fierce  wrath  upon  Amalek,  therefore 
bath  the  Loan  dd^e  this  thing  Uhto  thee  this  day.    It  U  re^ 

, .  r  vf^kable  he  does  not  mention .  hia  kiUing  the  prieate^  be^mua^  the 
decree  ofctaiing  off' the  Jtingdoikjrom  him  was  denovnced^rfore 

19  that  WQ/a  done.  Moreover,  the  Lo&n  will  also  delivei*  Isrs£l  with 

'ittft^^tidhal.  it\^  eUbttniSamf  mA  yisfiiafk^ikx&tr,  ■«  tlstc tWfe  tr» ilo Wxtut  Ibr  irctSet. 

torttom  ait  flesni*  lest  Me  wowni  wxnw  lor  it*  Ma  ic  snooia  p*  Mtipucra  M  Mer  cn^MAuBcnli. 
Jht  l-esMOMfrhj  ic  waf  adt  an  tvSifwit*  a«d  (hat  it  waa  rcatty  ^aotacU  wiU  begivaa  a«  «• 
yroceed. 

•  It  SM  be  cUerved  carefully/  tiat  th<  t^nrd  ^hM  b  iodk  tb  die  wlglliil ;  «he  hUXath 
•aSttlyDSortiiiiad  Saatoera  aabia^  ih«  A«  him  inber  c«U. 

i*  Seeing  the  Tcnerable  pmphet  himadf^  she  ianmediately  oonetuded,  that  he  woali  not  ap* 
fear  Ini^if  eatraordinary  maoncr  to  any  but  the  king  of  larael,  and  therefore  it  must  beSaaU 
TMi  fSdUt  HrMrea  that  lier  whels  arc  was  dcrffpied  to  deceive }  and  diatif  wat  not  aS  evU 
4plrtt.'lflckadbeco«M*MidhRM|ghtnph9rlicrart,shewo«ldw>th«vebc«aaofr&ghtniad.  ' 

T  The  wocd  often  signifies  a  fsrff  and  iaappUcd  either  to  the  trae€od#  to  a'nuiigilttat:le;#Ar 
\  of  great  honoor. 


f  Here  a' meat  lasyoiuwKmd  h  ooiitved  In  the  irantlarioii*  «Mch  is  intfceorifiMd.  lit 
yereeited  that  it  waa  Samud  Mmatf,  the  very  same  person  ho  badao  often  seen  and  coovaaa- 
Mwith. 


•  libit  poMBjin  it  arged  aa  a  proof  that  it  wu  an  avil  nirSt.  tikx  the  plain  meaning  SI, 
tlwtitt  wat  jDicvedtobecaUedonsQchanerraodttobcawitiiett  and  jreprovcr  of  Saul's  iqy 
fiiety  and  madneta.  He  sars*  HTky  hasi  thm  disquUui  mi  t  provoked  my  spirit  ?  it  was  m> 
the  ]cltch  that  iMtk  done  vl,  hot  /Ask. 

t  tohim.  Dr,  Xhwi/cflf/proretfi^tftreettthrewMSS*  ftndtteekcelEstrfvtsVMfc  •^ 
tfdo«#  ti»t  U  Iib6uki  he  readdr«4»  to  tk$$. 
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tiMbiitto  ihe  hatid  of  the  Philiatiiies :  and  ttrnteiMWir*  [didQ 

thou  and  thy  sons  [be]  i^rith  me  in  ihe  •tote  ^  the  dead  :\  the 

I4ORO  also  ahall  deliver  the  host  of  Israel  into  the  hand  of  the 

39.  Philistmes.  Then  Saul  fell  straightway  all  along  on  the  earth, 
and  was  sore  afraid»  because  of  the  words  of  Samuel :  and  thefe 
was  no  strength  in  him  ;  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread  all  the.  day, 
nor  all  the  night.  ; 

31  And  the  woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he  was  sore 
troubled,  and  said  unto  him.  Behold^  thine  handmaid  hath  obey- 
ed thy  voice,  Mid  I  have  put  my  life  in  my  hand,  and  have  heark* 

S2  enedunto  thy  words  which  thou  spakest  unto  me*  Now  there- 
fore, I  pray  thee,  hearken  thou  also  unto  the  voice  of  thine  hand- 
maid, and  let  mfe  set  a  morsel  of  bread  before  thee ;  and  eat,  thit 
thou  mayest  have  strength,  when  thou  goest  on  tliy  way,  others 

13  «Mf  thou  wit  not  be  Me  to  reach  the  camii^  But  he  refused, 
and  aaid,  I  will  not  eat ;  A«  choee  rather  to  die  there^  than  hy 
the  FhUutinee.  But  his  servants,  together  with  the.  woman, 
by  eameetintfiortuadtyj  compelled  him  ;  and  he  hearkened  unfa 
their  voice.    So  he  arose  from  the  earth,  and  sat  upon  the  bed. 

M  And  the  woman  had  a  &t  calf  in  the  house  ;  and  she  hasted, 
and  killed  it,  and  took  flour,  and  kneaded  [it,]  and  did  bake  un- 

35  leavened  bread  thereof :  And  she  brought  [it]  before  Sauli  and 
before  his  servants,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  they  4t>se  up»  and 
went  away  that  night. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  nn  HIS  remarkable  story  throws  tome  tight  upon  what  has 
«L  been  matter  of  much  debate  in  the  world,  concerning 
'witches  and  apparitions.  As  to  the  former,  it  stems  to  intifnatfe 
that  witches  were  nothing  but  mere  cheats,  or  else  this  poor  witch 
would  never  have  been  so  much  frightened.  I  never  saw  any  sab- 
asfkctory  evidence  that  persons  ever  had,  or  can  possibly  have,  evil 
^spirits  under  their  command,  and  by  which  they  were  capable  <^ 
doing  mischief.  Many  such  stones,  which  have  been  best  attteste^ 
have  been  found  nothing  but  frauds ;  and  all  the  rest  may  reamth 


*  The  wwA  oftea  ti^iiliet  mm,  te*  Dnt.  vi.  Mi  bat  it  might  be  lUcnnr  Miiitt 

for  amrtUBK  that  app«aniAili0Mor]r  tothtcaunrjfit  tfau  waaglt  nudBijhf.  whlebk 
fraba^jCFM. 

«  *  • 

t  Thii  it  aooBviacinC  proof  that  it  w«f  rwlljr  8amoel,fbr  no  janlcr  couM  have  ftirrteM 
events Mpreoiatly.ti* evil  tpirtt could  doit;  we  have 00 ronon to  l>elicv«  tiiat  Godvoold 
TovealthcwthiBKttDtlicn.  Bctide»aaovilsi^rk  would  not  baft  rwRMredSauIr  at  lldtaif^ 
rition  didf  nor  blame  him  for  inqairing  in  dui  way ;  bat  woold  rauer  have  encooraged  and 
coontcnaoced  it :  Satan  it  not  divided  against  htOMeff.  IT  it  bo  atked*  Whv  Ood  aMwendniA 
thii8«whenhrrefbs(dtodolt  inanochcrwa^ritnia)rbeaMiwertd«thaKaiert«uaoMphet 
withSanl.  The  Urim  was  with  David;  and lioeonid  not  expect  drtaaM  or  vWoos.  Oodw^ 


wisely  soSerSattuel  to  appear,  to  maice  the  groaeerimprestioa  on  8anl»  who  had  vaSd  so  Unit 
rcypra  to  Idm  whilst  livine ;  and  to  reprove  him  for  hts  foiwer  crimes.  esMdotty  this  latlk 
Jku  how  Gotdd  God  ^avecalcta  a  oMreaActaal  method  to  diacoantcfunweta»  a  practice?  Had 


there  been  no  answer,  or  liad  Saol  only  bete  fH^teaed  by  this  wiclced  woauui#  their  fidtli  in 
this  wretched  creacare  might  have  been  confirmed. '  Bat  when  he  tantodSam^  to  tppetr  ft 
Ids  own  person,  and  declare,  wtiat  aone  bat  infinite  wisdom  cooldrevoU.  It  wm  a  reaarlcablt 
way  of  showing  his  detestatton  of  soch  practices,  and  a  strong  proof  of  the  immortattty  of  dm 
aool.  ifitbeaskod,Wft)rdidnotSamttelexhoithImto  repent?  I  answer,  tlie  reproof  itsoif 
Is  aa  eKhoitation:  but  arobiibly  thtct  fwn  IW  woa  for  wpapt^acc^  after  rtjrbia  hU  htmmkj 
caiitty  Md  dta^  for  huu 


•  CHAP.  •  XKIX*.       >:      •    •■  .■••..:  • 

Snthkthtipterwe  JM JDenriddn ^prtdt^wtraUt^  and fAtf^dbf  diSvered: 

',bfftheinidrfioMonM)fiP9^mdciki;'.l\:  ;•.*.?;• 

1  "^t^  ^  ^«  Philistines  gath«r«d  together  all  oIlK^Wvii^ 
. .  JLN  to^  Aphek  I  «9<t  tllir  I^imlttes  pitched  by  a  femtain 
.2  which  [is]  in  Jezreel.  Andthelonkof  the  Bhili«tilK^ pasted 
,     oil  by  liuiidreds,  and  by  thou$u«iS9  0(mteattAelfKi^  e/an  tbmufr^, 

.  €Pfhd  ^Ofme  of  a  thetfisand  Moidi^r^r':  ibilt  Datvid  and  his  men  pasaed 

•  on  in  the  rereward  with  A^Hah^  t^ho  wo«  chosen  general  qf{  tke 
vtbole  armyjj0Hd  David  went^  m>Uh  hkn  aa  cafttain  ^  Ma  guardMf 

•  S  rO^ording  t9  hU  flromise*.  Thenaaid  the  princes  of  the  Philisr 
c  tines,.  What  [do]  the^e  Hebrewa  £here  ^\jMf^kins  iifodd.that 
.     ikqf  should  go  againai -iheir  ovm  cwnCrymen,    And  Aebish.  aaid 

unto  the  princes  of  th^  PhiUstineai  [is]  not  tlus  Davids  the  ser*. 
vant  of  Saul  the  kiiig  of  lan^lf  which  hath  been  wUhvine  thess 
days,  or  these  years^iy  yctfr  trnd  fittr  monthly  fofig,tenough  io* 
;    prove  fumy  and  I.  haverfound  no  fault  injilm  rinpe  he  fell  [unto 
,4  ijae]  unto  this  day  ?  /isA  the  pirince^of  theiFMlia^f^  'Wercif 
.    wroth  wit,h  him  ;  and  the  princes  of  the  PbUistin^  aaM  UQto 
him,  Make  this  feUow  return,  thait  he  may  m».  ^gaio'to  his'filiacc! 
which  thou  hast  appointed  him  ^  ^iklag^  and.leit  hiiiirliot  go 
,    •down  vdth  us  to  battle,  l^st  in.  the  battle  he  b^'  au  adver^pi^  tp^ 
,     us,  should  proroeJaUe  and  revolt  i^r  vheoewith.ahould  h^  rec- 
.  oncile  hioaself  unto  his  mastei*,;^^^ should  it]:  not  Xbe]  iffth  .the 
heads  9if  thes^men?  by  betraying  w  into  tke  h^ndm  of,. Saul, P 
TVm  vfog  a  tdaunble^t:cctL8e^  bta  the  ehi^  rexft/opt  fva?^  P^Hy.  ond 
indigna^on  at  hU  refiufation^  and  peeing  hifn  pa  ^qamra^  ire^ted* 
^  [Is]  not  this  David  .of  whom  they  .aang^  one,  to  anjother.  m 
i.    danpes,^ying,  Saul  slew  his.thouaanids,  and  David  his  teu  thou- 
I   .  sands  I  reminding  Achiah  that  he,wtyi  a  very  d(kngero\Ls^i^atm^,Qnd 
,;    v^otdd  hardly  forfeixJuB  Jiofiulatity  byjighdr^qgamatf^  country* 
3      Then  Achishf  who  was  overruled  in  thf  council  qfwfiry  called  t 
.    Davids  apyd  said  unto  him,  Surely,  [as]  the  Loan  Uveth,*sthou 
r    )iastbeen  upright,  c^dtl^y  going  ojijt  and  thy  coipinffin^tlim^ 
»    H^^the  host  [is]  gopd  in  my  wght :  fov  I  have:  nqt  found,  evil  in . 
;   thee  unce  t^e  day^  of  thy  poming  upto  me  upto  this  day  ;  a  v^Hf 
AonouT^ie  testip^ny  :■  neyertl^ileps  the  lords  £lvduc  th^  not* 
7  Wherefore  no^ir  re^turi^,.  and  go  ii|  pi^ace,  that  thou  displease 
#.  not  the  lords  of  the  Philistines.    And  David  said  unto  Acbishy 
But  what  have  t  dohe  ?  and  what  ha.st  thou  found  in  thy  ^rvant 
BO  long  as  I  have  been  with  thee  unto  this  day,  that  I  may  not  go 
fight  against  the  enemies  of  my  lord^  the  king  ?  Davidy  though 
tjiioardly  fUeaaedj  would  not  have  Mhish  imagine  he  wanted  to  be 
9  diama^ed.    And  Achish,  knowing  that  all  things  had  been  well 

*  Achish  tweart  as  th*  Lord  tiveth *  and  not  by  Dagon  :  perhaps  David*  who  ip^ki  tf  C»i^s 
feiiimonies  b§for9  kiagst  had  ioatnicted  him  in  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah* 
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iHonaged  by  him^  and  firotfiefediji  iJa  fiand,  answered  and  said  lo 
David)  I  know  that  thou  art  good  in  my  sight,  as  an  angel  cf 
God  s  notwithstanding  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  have  saidf 
He  shall  not  go  up  with  us  to  the  battle  ;  and  Jkkiah  thot^hfit 
noa»  better,  to  loec  a  favourite^  than  to  Jtaot  a  Tuutittyin  the  arrmf* 

10  Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  the  morning  with  thy  master's 
servants  that  are  come  witlv  thee ;  and  as  soon  as  ye  he  up  ear|^ 

1 1  in  the  morning,  and  have  light,  depart.  So  David  ajid  his  men 
rose  up  early  to  depart  in  the  morning)  to  return  into  the  land  of 
the  PhiUstjnes.  And -the  Pl^ilistines  went  up  to  Jezreel.  TIum 
vfa»  ordered  by  God^s  efiecial  firovidencej  to  fireaerve  Mm  either 

Jrom  fighting  against  hie  own  fieoflley  or  betraying  Me  trust  j  0$ 
also  that  he  might  come  aeaacnably  to  the  rescue  ^  Me  friend^  at 
Ziklagj  and  Ms  ovm  concerns^  \       [ 

REFLECTIONS. 

a 

r.  TT  is  sometimes  injurious  even  to  have  high  reputation. 

JL  This  should  teach  us  not  to  be  too  fond  of  honour,  or  the  ap- 
plause of  men,  for  it  exposed  David  to  the  envy  and  hatred  of  ithe 
Philistine  lords.  Popular  applause  may  soon  be  turned  to  reproach ; 
therefore,  while  we  behave  hooound)ly,  and  have  the  testimony  of  «a 
good  conscience,  let  us  not  be  over  solicitous  about  the  ;applause  of 
men. 

3.  We  may  see  by  this  remarkable  appearance  oi  Providence  in 
David's  iavour,  that  the  ste/is  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord, 
He  knew  not  what  to  do  ;  he  could  not  desert,  without  the  imputa- 
tion of  cowardice,  treachery,  and  ingratitude  to  his  bene&ctor  ;  and 
j€t  it  was  hard  to  fight  ag^ainst  his  country,  and  the  Lord's  anointed, 
and  would  exaaperafee  the  Israelites  against  him*  He  was  under 'nb 
engagements  butto  defend  Achiah  ;  perhaps  he  would  have  done 
that  as  captain  of  his  guard  ;  and  perhaps  he  might  have  saved  , 
Jonathan's  life,  and  accommodated  matters  between  the  contendioi; 
partiesu  He  was  much  wanted  at  ho^ne,  though  hie  did  not  know  it. 
In  thisi  cUfficulty  God  appeared  for  him,  by  stirring  up  the  Philis- 
tine lords  against  him,  and  suffering  them  to  indulge  and  succeed  in 
their  resentment.  David's  honourable  dismission  freed  him  from 
all  these  difficulties,  just  time  enough  to  save  his  wives,  and  chil- 
dren, and  substance.  His  mind  was  undoubtedly  much  distressed  ; 
and  Qod  suffered  this,  to  chastise  his  folly  in  going  to  the  Pliilis^ 
tines  ;  but  because  his  heart  was  right,  he  interposed  tQ  rescue  lum, 
and  bis  disgrace  proved  grqatly  to  his  advantage.  This  afifords  us 
luicduragement  to  trust  in  God  in  all  our  straits  and  dxfBculties,  for 
Ke  can  find  out  ways  and  means  to  rescue  us,  and  even  stir  up  our 
enemies  to  deliver  us  out  of  Uus  or  the  other  evil,  from  which  our 
finenda  cannot..  In  alf  our  vfoys^  therefore^  Ift  U9  acknovficdgf  Mm 
and  he  vriU  dirtct  our  paths. 
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[fSh-.rmd  hera  qfthc  di»tne$§ed  drcunrnttmcea  in  vMeh  DmrMand  km 
'  Ttkn/bund  Ziklag  on  their  return  ;  Me  puretdt  qf  the  enemy  5  •  the 
.  fteceamry  ^  thdr  JkmtUee  and  tffect%  ;  and  the  dietribuHon  qftht 

%  A  N  D  it  came  to  pass^  i^hen  David  and  his  men  were  come 
JJjL  to  Ziklag  on  the  third  day,  that  the  Amalekites  had  in* 
Ydded  the  Souths  and  Ziklag,  and  smitten  Ziklag,  and  burned  it 

3  with  fire ;  And  had  taken  the  women  captives,  that  [were] 
therein  :  they  slew  not  any,  either  great  or  small,  but  carried 

S  [them]  away,  and  went  on  their  way.*  So  David  and  his  men 
came  to  the  city,  and,  behold,  [it  was]  burned  with  fire  ;  and 
their  wives,  and  their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  were  taken 

4  captives.  Then  David  and  the  people*  that  [were]  with  him 
lifted  up  their  voice  and  wept,  until  they  had  no  more  power  to 

'$  weep.  And  David's  two  wives  were  taken  captives,  Ahinoam 
the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  the  wife  of  Nabal  the  Carmdite* 

•  2%u  waa  indeed  a  heoF^y  trial.  They  had  just  eec€tfied  SauL*8fiary^ 
cmd  got  eefefimm  the  FhHietineej  and  expected  ta  meet  thnr  mavem 
and  children  wthjoy  ;  ^uT,  behM,  all  vtere  lost.     We  can  scarce 

'€'  im^ne  any  thing  more  melonehoiy.  And  David  was  greatly  di»» 
treased  ;  ^r  the  pe^>l«  spake  of  stoning  him«  because  the  soul 
of  all  the  people  was  gneved,  every  man  for  his  sons  and  for 
liis  daughters  ;  their  grie/Jbr  a  time  took  away  their  reason^  and 
they  ascribed  all  their  miseries  to  him  far  having  attacked  the 
.^nalekHes  :  but  David  encouraged  himself  in  the  Lor»  hb  Gody 
his  piety  kept  i0  Ms  courage^  He  had  a  great  command  of  temper^ 
did  fiat  threaten  to  punish  their  insolenee^  but  remained  sihnt  tmds¥ 

7  aU  their  ill  usage.  And  David  said  to  Abialhar  the  priest^  Ahi« 
meleeh^s  sen,  I  pray  thee  bring  me  hither  the  ephod.  And 
Abiathar  brought  thither  the  ephtid  to  David,    In  the  day  of  Ma 

•  trouble  he  sought  the  Lord.  And  David  inquired  at  the  Loany 
saying.  Shall  I  pursue  after  this  troop  ?  shall  I  overtake  4hem  t 
And  ht  answered  him^  Pursue  s  fcr  thoo  shalt  surely  o\«rtake 

•  t^heitft,]  and  without  fail  recover  [all.J    God  answeredi  and^fof 
'     Ms  encouragement^  promised  more  than  he  required.^  • 

^      So  David  went,  he  and  the  six  hundred  men  that  [were]  witb 

himi  and  came  to  the  brook  Besor,  where  those  that  wei^e  left 

;tO  behind  stayed.    But  David  pursued,  he  and  four  hundred  men  s 

for  two  hundred  abode  behind,  which  were  so  foint  that  they* 

could  not  go  over  the  brook  Besor  $  their  gri^Mtd  made  them 

neglect  to  take  proper  refreshment.     This  viae  k  great  ttM  t^ 

Davids  fmthy  as  it  took  from  Mm  a  thirdpart  tf  hisarfu^iyei 

■    he  shoved  them  great  tenderness,  and  though  the  ease  vms  urgent, 

;1I  didmt  hurry  them  beyond  theit  strengths    And  they  found  sm 


*  It  wmtnoM  tliat  thty  did  not  deitroy  them,  m  Darvid  had  done  their  whret  and  chil- 
Vtn.    There  wm  however  a  remarkable  providence  in  it,  at  they  did  not  itr>p  till  ther  got  to 

<|kebardir«oCiMrowacoiair7;  tbcathcy  saM to rctolisiwvtelfW^iaA rooter i« their 


SSy^ti^  'ta  th^  fi/^  ftfi4  broi|g}it  hiqi  to  David,  w^d  gtre  hi«i 
_  *ea4t  aad  i)^  did  eiO. ;  and  tb^  made  him  drink  water.    And 
they  g$Lve  kim  a  pi^c^  ef  a  cake  of  figs,  and  two  clusters  of  rai- 
sjaa  •  and  when^  he  had  eaten,  his  spirit  came  again  to  him  s, 
//itfy  :4id  what  they  ^ould  to  recover  ^n4  contort  hm,  for  he  haa 
eaten  ^o  hrea^,  cor  di«nk  [^y]  water,  thre^e  days  and  three 
t^  ViShth  tfiftt  i*ifiqrt  iifthpee  day$  and  three  rdghta.    And  David 
aaid  unlo  Him,  To  i^om  [bekxigest]  thou  ?  and  whence  [art] 
thou^  ^jA  hp  sai^i  I  Xam]  a  young  man  of  Egypt,  servant  to 
.  an  Amalekke  ;  ^4  my  master  left  me,  because  three  days 
aggn^  I  feU  sick.     Thia  wa9  the  highett  degree  qfinhumatnty  amd 
crfi<^y  J   4^  ^.  Aid  A»r/(:,  m  i?ii  ememy*a  country^  deetituie  qf 
neecM^fWi  when  they  had  plenty^  and  tmSh  their  camele  e&iM 
'  1^  0a^iiy  tove  taken  him  with  them.     Wc  made   an   invasion 
£Hf9R}  ^be.  south  pf  the  Cherethites,  the  FhiUsfineBy  and  upon 
[the  coast]  which  [belongeth]  to  Judsh,  and  upon  the  south 
qf  <Iakb'«  inhefi^ancg^  where  MkhaTa  fias9e0mone  were,  and  wa 
\S  'Iwimfld  Ziklag  widi  fire.    And  David  said  to  him.  Canst  tfaou 
bripg  xi|e  down  to  this  company  ?  And  he  said,  Swear  unto  mft 
hy  Gq4  that  th^u  wik  nd^tir  kill  me,  nor  deUver  me  into  the 
^and^  of  my  maefb^is  qfwhcee  crueity  I  hwe  had  eufficient  proqf^ 
and  I  will  bring  thee  down  to  this  company. 

(4  And  wheii  he  Jiad  brought  him  down,  behold,  [they  werel 
apread  abroad  upon  all  the  earth,  eating,  and  drhiking,  and 
dancibg,  bjefAuse  ef  fiU  the  ^?eat  spoil  that  they  had  taken  out 
of  the  land  of  the  Philiatinesv  and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah ;  hete 
they  thought  themechfe&  fiei^ctfy  secure^  became  the  Fbi&ethiee 

17  on^  hraeUie9  were  gone  to  war.  And  David  came  ufion  them 
eariy  in  the  momig^,  and  smote  them  fnxn  the  twilight  even 
unto  the  ev^ng  of  the  next  day  :  and  there  escaped  not  a 
mfifi  of  dwm,  save  £9ur  hundred  young  men,  which  rode  upon 

\%  camels,  and  fled.    And  David  recovered  aH  that  tl^e  Amalekitea 

1.9  had  earried  away  s  and  David  rescued  his  two  wives.  And 
there  was  nothing  lacking  to  them,  neither  small  nor  goeat, 
neither  sons  nor  daughters,  neither  spoil,  nor  any  [thing]  that 
they  had  taken  to  them  :  David  recoverc^d  ally  according  to  God'a 

SO  word.  And  David  took  aH  the  flocks  and  the  herds,  taken  by 
the  Amalekiteejrom  the  PhiHstines  and  the  men  q/Judah^  [wjiiich] 
they  drave  before  those  [other]  cattle,  belonging  to  Dantid'and 
tfie  men  of  Ziklagy  and  sdd,  This  [is]  David's  spoil,  obtained  bjf 
hi»  valour  and  conduct.  The  soldiers  tww  relented  ^  their  inso^ 
*    lehce^  and  were  wilUng  that  David  should  have  all  the  tiew  sfioiUl 

S\  xdhich  ixfere  taken.  '  And  David  came  to  the  two  hundred  meUj 
Which  were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  follow  David,  whom 
they  had  made  also  to  abide  at  the  brook  Besor  ?  ahd  they  went 
forth  to  meet  David,  and  to  meet  the  people  that  [were]  with 
him,  to  eongratuiate  them  en  their  meceesy  and  receive  their  wioe^ 
4ind  chUireh  i  and  when  David  came  near  to  the  people,  he  aa^ 
.  luted  them*  m  the  most  fiiendly  manner  tn^umng  about  their 
i^eoHh^J'^'h^Mthiefi  them  Vfeak  and/mt. 


tt  • 
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22  Then  answered  all  the  wicked  men  and  [moi]  6f  Belitly  of 
-  those  that  went  with  Davids  pToficrly  so  called^  because  they  tnenr 

•  -  cavetouR  and  barbarous  ;  probably  David  wken  lie  Allied  the  tvfo 

hundred  nien,  told  them  they  should  have  their  own  thmge  reafjoredf 
4ind  part  of  the  e/ioil ;  but  these  wicked  men  objected^  and  saiid^ 
Because  they  went  not  with  ii8>  we  will  not  give  them  [aughtj 
of  the  spoil  that  we  have  recovered,  save  to  every  man  his  wife 
and  his  children,  that  they  may  lead  [them]  away,  and  depart. 

23  Then  said  David,  Ye  shall  not  do  so,  my  brethren,  with  that 
which  the  Lord  hath  given  us,  who  hath  preserved  us,  and  de* 

24  livered  the  company  that  came  against  us  into  our  hand.  For 
who  will  hearken  unto  you  in  this  matter  I  but  as  his  part  tis] 
that  goeth  down  to  the  battle,  so  [shall]  his  part  [be]  that  tar« 

25  rieth  by  the  stuff  :  they  shall  part  alike.*  And  it  was  [soj 
from  that  day  forward,  that  he  made  it  z.  fterpetual  statute  and 
an  ordinance  for  Israel  unto  this  day. 

36      And  when  David  came  to  Ziklag,  he  sent  of  the  spoil  Unto 

the  elders  of  Judah,  [even]  to  his  friends,t  saying.  Behold  m 
27  present  for  you  of  the  spoil  of  the  enemies  of  the  Loan  :  To 

[them]  which  [were]  in  Bethel,  and  to  [them]  which  [were)  in 
2d  south  Ramoth^  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in  Jatthr,  And  to 

[them]  which  [were]  in  Aroer,  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in 
29  Siphmoth,  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in  £shtem6a,  And  ta 

[them]  which  [were]  in  Rachal,  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in 

the  cities  of  tlie  Jerahmeeiites,  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in 
80  the  cities  of  the  Kenites,  And  to  [them]  which  [were]  in  Hor- 

mah,  and  to  [them]  which  [were]  in  Chorashan,  and  to  [them] 
%l  which  [were]  in  Athach,  And  to  [them]  which  [were"]  in  Hefci- 
..    ron,  and  to  all  the  places  where  David  himself  and  his  men 

were  wont  to  haunt ;  to  the  friends  among  whom  they  had  lurkedy 
i  andjrom  whom  they  had  received  intelligence  and  Jirovisions,  He 
/      sent  these  firesents^  as  a  token  that  he  wished  them  ftrosperity^  in 

gratitude  /or  their  kindness^  and  as  a  means  f^  securing  iheir 

t^eetion, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  O  E  E  here  a  striking  instance  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  created 
O  comfort  Little  did  David  and  his  men  think  of  so  melan- 
choly a  sight.  Being  dismissed  from  the  army,  they  were  highly 
delighted  with  the  thoughts  of  rejoicing  with  their  families  and 
friends.  But  what  a  dreadful  scene  opened  to  their  view  !  Whea 
"iire  go  abroad,  we  know  not  what  occurrence  may  happen  before  we 
feturn  ;  we  may  go  out  cheerful,  and  return  doleful ;  our  houses 

'  *  n»rid  ATermled  their  crnd  proposal,  yet  in  a  rrlendly'ntiuincr  ;  aod  argded/that  linee 
Ond  bsid  been  io  eoodtothem,  it  would  be  pcculiarty  baoe  aid  impioai  in  them  to  be  ttnklnd  to 
thrir  brethren.  He  reasoned  from  the  eauity  ot  the  tiking ;  they  were  left  behUid  by  common 
etmmvit,  were  part  of  the  tame  bodv,  and  m^hc  have  breo  serrlccaMe  in  ease  of  a  retreat. 

•  t  The  AfiMlelEitet  wore  a  rich,  luxortousj  effeminate  people,  tee  Jndtts  tIH.  34,  96.    Dft* 

rid  amt  part  of  chcjewds  and  other  spoils  to  fihft  cUan  of  Joda^  Md  Other  ftWMI»  kt(  lift 
•Kn  should  gT(>w  effeminate  by^tufaiStbCBh: 
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niBjr  be  destroyed,  and  tamed  into  ashes ;  wi^es,  children  and  friends 
may  be  dead.  Those  who  hare  often  gone  out  and  come  in,  and 
fiMind  their  fi^milies  in  pe$ice  at  their  return,  should  b^  thankful  tq 
God  for  Ms  preserving  care.  Let  us  always  consi^ci' such  enjoy '^ 
ihenta  as  precarious  ;:  and  togit  not  qf  tomorrow^  since  ire  knov)  not 
ivhtu  a  diy  may  bring  fbrth. 

3.  Let  good  men  4earn  of  Davids  to  encourage  tbeinselyes  ifk 
the  Lord'their  God)  in  the  most  distressing  circu^nstanccla/  His 

S'riet^iras.iis great  as  theirs,  and  additional  troubles  fell  upon  him 
irOugh  their  insolence' and  outrage.  He  was  charged  as  the  au- 
thor of  all  this  mischief:  but  he  encouraged  himself  in  the  power  and 
providence  of  €^d,  who  liad  often  appeared  for  him,  and  had  prom- 
ised' to  brine  him  to  the  throne ;  the  recollection  of  this  kept  up  his 
^irits.  Let  us  all  seek  an  interest  in  God  as  our  God;  then  shall 
"we  have  a  sure  refuge  when  trouble  comes.  .  Good  men  should  not 
be  cast  down,  but  hope  in  God.  He  ahall  not  be  cjraid  ^  cvU  tidingf 
Vfhose  heart  ia  fixed  trusting  hi  the  Lord, 

3.  The  cruelty  of  the  Amalekite  to  his  poor  sejrvant,.  should  fUI 
Our minds  with  abhorrence  of  everv  degree  of  cruelty,  even  to  the 
zoeanest  servant  and  dependant.  Those  have  the  spirit  of  A male- 
mteS)  apd  not  Israelites,  who  forsalke  their  serv^ants  in  distress,  and 
turp  them  sick  into  the  wide  world,  or  take  no  care  of  them  when 
old  and  disabled,  ji mer^ifulntah  rcgardeth  the  life  even  ((fhU  beast y 
much  more  of  his  fellow  creature  ;  but  the  tender  mercies  qf  the 
wicked  are  cruelty.  Humanity  and  compassion  are  graces  well  be- 
coming christians,  especially  those  in  higher  stations  of  life.  May 
We  therefore  fiut  on^  as  the  elect  of  dod^  bowels  qf  comfiassion, 
.  4..  See  how  soon  destruction  may  come  upon  those  ,who  seem 
most  secure  arid  most  merry.  The  Amalekites  were  all  cheerful 
and  jovial,  eating  and  drinking,  ^d  dancing  ^  they  expected  no 
dangler  to  be  near,  when  the  blow  came  upon. them,  and  destroyed 
them  almost  all.  Such  is  the  case  of  sensual  sinners  ;  they  appre- 
hend no  danger,  and  put  far  o^  the  evil  day.  Eating,  drinking,  and 
dancing,  have  been  the  sofl  and  pleasant  ways  bv  which  multitudes 
have  gone  down  to  die  congregation  of  tlie  deaa  ;  and.  wlien  they 
said  fieace  and  safety^  lo  !  audden  destruction  came  ufion,  tHem.  Lpt 
us  then  always  be.  upoa  our  g\mrd ;  for  while  we  indulge  sensual  in* 
dinations,  our  spiritual  enemies  win  gain  an  advantage^  over  us. 
Let  tM  take  heed  to  ourselves^  test  our  hearts  beat  any  time  overcharged 
with  ittrfeiting  and  drunkenness^  or  the  cares  qf  tl^s  (ifcy  and  that  aw- 
JUi  day  come  upon  ui  itTtaVfaree, 
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Scad  having  lo9i  hU  artm^  and  hU  $ona  hdng  akdn^  he  and.  bis  ar^^ 
mourbearer  kill  thenuelve*^  and  the  JNiUUdnet  tmaafih^  tpicr  the 
dead  carcaeeee, 

1  ^wf^"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  9ooner  returned  to  the  eamfi,  at  Gifhoa^ 
XN  than  the  PhiltsUnes  fought  agaUist  Israel  i  atid  the  men' 
of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and  fell  down  sjain  in:. 

t  mount  Gilboa*  And  the  Philistines  fblbWed  hard  Ut>Qn  SauK 
and  upon  his  sons,  luho  commanded  the  army  ;  eufifioiing  that  if 
these  were  di^tched  they  wotdd  not  ratlu  again  ;  and  the  iPhilis- 
tines  slew  Jonathan  and  Abinadah,  and  Melchishiia,  Saul's  sohs.* 
jBy  thUf  a  wee  Providence  made  vfoy  for  David*e  eettlement  / 
JoruUhan  had  many  friend*^  and  might  have  been  a  great  fand^ 

S  ranee  to  hU  peaceful  establiehnient.  And  the  battle  went  aore 
against  Saul)  and  the  archers  hit  him  ;  and  he  was  sore  wound* 

4  ed  of  the  archers.  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  arniourbearers 
having  no  hofie  of  escape^  Dtaw  tliy  sWord^  and  thtust  me  through 
therewith,  lest  these  uncircumci^fed  come  and  thrust  .me  through^ 
and  abuse  me,  make  sport  vdth  me  aa  they  <Bd  with  Samson^  But; 
his  armoarbearer  had  so  much  respect  for  him  that  he  wbuld  'n6t ; 
for  he  waff  sore  afmd  :  therefore  Saul  took  a  sword,  afid  fell 

5  upon  it.    And  when  his  armourbearef  saw  that  Saul  wds  dead,' 

6  he  fell  likewise  upon  his  sWord  and  died  with  him.  So  Saut 
dded,  and  his  three  sotis,  and  his  armourbearer,  and  all  his  men» 
his  household  servants  and  gttard^  th?X  siSim^  dky  together. 

7  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  [werej  on  the  other  side  of 
the  valley  qf  Jezreelj  and  [they]  that  [were]  on  the  other  sid^ 
Jordan,  ^rather  on  this  side  Jordan^  as  the  word  may  be  ren"^ 
deredjj  saw  that  the  men  of  Israel  fled,  and  that  Saul  atid  hii 
9ona  weve  dead,  they  forsook  the  cities,  and  fled  |  and  the  Phi*. 
iistines  came  end  dwelt  in  them. 

t      Aiid  It  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philistines, 
came  to  atrip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his  t^ree  sons 
9  Men  in  mount  Gilboa.    And  they  cut  off  his  h^i  and  stripped 
off  his  armour,  and  sent  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines  round^ 
about,  to  publish  [it  in}  tfa^  house  of  their  idolsj  an4  among;  thep' 
people.     jtTiey  sent  both  the  head  and  the  armour^  as. we. read m 
1  Chr(tn,x.  10.  to  ir^orm  tht  peopU  of  the  victory  y(^d  tope  himg 
\9  vpasa  trophy  of  it  in  the  tentfile  tfJJagon,     And  they  put  his  ' 
armour  in  the  house  of  Ashtaroth  :  and  they  fastened  his  body 
and  the  bodies  qfhis  sons  to  the  wall  of  Bethshan,  exposing  them 
\\  to  pfibUc  shame.    And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabeshgilead 
12  heard  of  that  which  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul :  AJl  the 
valiant  men  arose,  and,  m  return  for  the  kindness  he  had  done 
them  (ch.Td.  11.)  went  all  night,  and  took  the  body  of  Saul 
and  the  bodies  of  his  sons  from  the  wall  of  Bethshan,  and  came 
to  Jabesh ;  and  because  their  flesh  was  ptarifiedy  and  so  could  not 
be  embalmed^  and  to  prevent  the  Philistines  getting  them  again  into 
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15  M^r/io«»fr,<Aey  burned  them  there.  And  they  tocdi  their  boneS) 
and  buried  [them]  under  a  tree  at  Jabeah ;  where  they  lay  till  the 
tnA  (tf-  3apid*9  reigft^  when  he  bieri^  them  in  the  Mtpulchre  qf 
JSeh^  the /other  of '  ^iuL*;  wiAtut  t^re^a  to  Satiif  they  hsttd 
aevendays,  that  U^  till  the  evemng  of  each  day.  Thua  ended  the 
fuBiory  ofthit  ttnhiiippy  monarch.     See  Hoeea  xiiL  10^  11. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TXT  £  vaay  here  observe  the  honDra  of  a  guilty  conacience» 
V  V  and  the  miaerable  end  of  a  aelfiieceivtng  airnier.  Saul 
had  a  long  combat  with  himself ;  hia  doom  had  been  foretold  bv 
Samuel's  api>arition ;  and  he  is  here-brought  to  a  miaerable  end* 
Every  aggravating  circumstance  attended  it ;  full  of  horror  and 
despur,  he  basely  and  in  the  moat  coiArardly  manner  deatroya  him- 
aelf ;  and  all  with  a  design  to  keep  his  body  from  being  abused  by 
the  Philistines.  There  was  no  sign  of  care  about  hia  soul ;  he  died 
as  he  had  lived,  a  terror  to  himselfy  and  to  all  about  him.  Now  Me 
many  mafnd  him  out.  See  here  the  consequence  of  dis6bedien(^  to 
God's  commandments,  and  his  righteous  judgments  upon  one  <^the 
greatest  of  men,  when  he  proved  proAlgiBite  and  perverse.  It  is  a 
warning  to  ua,  that  we  may  fear  thf  LorttfOndwalk  mthewtty  qfhie 
cemmandrnenta, 

2.  Victory  and  success  should  alwaya  be  ascribed  to  God.  So 
the  Philistines  thought.;  though  their'a  were  aucb  poor  gtada^ 
that  they  did  not  know  what  was  done  a  fewmiieaoff.  Thiaabows 
the  sense  which  men  have  of  the  reaac^iableneaa  of  acts'  of  )[>ttblic 
homage  to  their  supposed  deliverers.  Whatever  success  we  meet 
withi  we  ahcAild  say,  Mt  unto  m^  not  unto  tit,  O  Xanf,  but  to  ^ 
name  be  tMgtory. 

S.  Reelect  h  due  to  the  remuna  of  the  dead,  eapecially  deceased 
princea.'  A  concern  to  rescue  the  remains  of  Saul  aM  his  aoost  was 
for  the  hpnour  of  Israel.  In  general,  the  reUrtion  between  kings 
and  their  people  is  so  intimate,  that  the  disgrace  of  the  coe  is  a 
refleotiteo  on  the  other.  If  these  men  were  so  resolute^  and  under- 
took "so  hlunrdbos  an  expe<fitkm,  to  rescue  their  dead  bodiea  from 
shame,>  how  tt^lKng  should  we  be  to  hazard  our  fortunes  or  lives  for 
the  person  or  t^putatton  of  a  good  khig,  under  whose  shelter  ire  aro 
MA  and  hAppgr.    Finally, 

4.  We  may  learn  this  useful  lesson,  not  to  fna  our  iruet  m 
frincta.  I aaid^  Yeare^oda,  but  ye  ahall  die aa  men.  They  not  only 
die,  but  often  die  miserably,  ffafifiy  ia  the  man  who  hath  the  Ood  qf 
Jacob  fir  Ma  ht^fh,  who  truata  in  the  Lord  fir  ever  $  fir  In  the  Lard 
Jehomh  ia^ioerlatting  atrength. 
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CALLED    BT   TEE    SEY^KTty 


The  Second  Book  of  KWGS, 


'         INTftODUCnON. 

T  T  is  callecf  the  Seopi^  Boqk  of  Samuel,  be€auu  it  gives  an  ate^unt 
f  ^  the  fiUJitmtnt  qf/what  he  foretold.  It  is  the  history  ^David's 
r^figuj  ond  contains  ^  period  of  about  forty  years.  The  author  wm 
peryprobadh/ifiif^hsiSlicr  Cad.    ^e.l  Chron,  xsa^.  ^9*. 

<  .  •  * 

CHAP.    I. 

.  •  '  .    .  .\  ,.    \ 

J'n  -clR^VA  i$e  Aav^  the  meOfgtnie  qf8md^s  demthMmgfU  to  J^4evid  / 
nie  manner  in  widtihht  ¥^etoed  it  §  mhd  the  nokle  iUfy  ^mhkh  hi 

■  ^'tomfibsed  bh  ihe  teeamoHi     •  .  t  .  ♦;   •  i    .  t.. 

••'.'If*  '    •     '  .     I     ••   '  '  '  ♦ 

»  •«      ^^  •        •*;  •  .w  »i  'i        .-    .   .      •  t       <.!»<.,. 

XN   was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the.ADc^Idiiiesy  wirf 

8  DaVid luid  Abod^  4iifp  dfty^ft  in  Zifclag  }  It  a»iae. tren ,lo.jpa98  on 

.    .  the  thilNl  day>  tbat^  twhoMy  a  ]|^^  cao^e^  out  oCthe  VaiQjp^  fron 

Saul  mlh  hia  clothes  re^^  tod  earth  ppfyn  his  head)  tn  thuM^ 

[of  a  moumer  :  aad  Eso]  it  was,  wh^  h^  f:am¥  |o.Dayid).4liathi^ 

.a  ftiriolhe  tiarth^aod  did  obeisance*    AdA  Duvid^d^^M^  Ubw 

•     .Ffom  u^hente.cotBesC  thou  ?  And  he  aaid.unto  hinif  Qut.of  the 

.  4  .^cnbf  of  brael  am.  I  escaped.    And  Datid  said  tmi^  hUfh  Mow 

:  (.  ^msnt  <Un(e  lnattel3^  I  pray  thee  tell  me.    And  he..an»w|ered9 

That  the  people  are  fied  from  the  battle,  and  many  of  .the  pe4>ple 

i\    also  are  faHen  iind:deadf  find  Saul  and  jftn^tlvm  hijf ,  ^on  are 

'  .   dead  tdst>;'   ife  onfy.nmitioned  Saul  aHd  Jonmth^ni  as  thejtersons 

5  about  vfhom  J^ofvid  nifo^xbiefly  concerned*    f^i  P^vid  sfid  unto 

the  f  otng  n^an  ihat  t^d  him.  How  knoweat  tb/m  that  ^ad  ^^ 

€  Jonathan  his  son  be  dead  ?*  And  the  young  man  Ib^t  teM  hhn 

said,  As  I  happened  by  chance  upon  mount  Gilboa,  behold,  Saul 

leaned  upon  his  spear,  endetcvouring,  to  run  himself  through  ^toith 

it ;  and,  lo,  the  chariots  and  horsemen  followed  hard  after  him« 

*  He  wica  this,  becatbce  it  was  not  toeaiy  to  know,  in' the  conAiiiom  of  faatUe,  wbs  wcrv 
slain,  and  it  wat  a  matter  of  great  moment  to  be  tatiaM  in  tbis. 


-  7*  And  wtai  b«  )0Qlb|d \3Kslam^hmft^f^^i/',^y  ¥^^  l^uorxU  vfcre 
M  netn-y  h»wfr  me^  and  cal)q4  MBi^>  xnq.  Afidl  apsiver^df  Ber« 
l«m]  L  And  he  said  wM;p  lae,  Wt^o.  [ail;]  thou  ?  And  \  an- 
«  swerod  him)  I  {j^m}  an.  Ai9i)le|kiUi  H^  fald  upto  m^  agaii^ 
St«nd»  I  ipraj^lh^D,  i^k>i»  Ok^  ai^d  «}ay  ipe,  «i^  thj^forctiy  that  the 
4/k««r  ma[^  i«^ftfr  in  /  (i^r  f^i^^iW);  li*  (wnci  vifW  m/e, .  becima^  my 
life  Cfa]  yet  whole  ill  a]|C  t».«irr«*  *^c  margin  renieva  it^  myxoat 
^maUt  W  «V  ei^^Qi4ert!4  c^^l^huftf^r^A  "lift  ^o  ^A<|f  myMfci^  yet 

I  vaa  aur«  that  he  cpuU  ppt  ivye^  after  that  he  wa^  :&)W  $  A? 
prpiM^*^^  iwUgnttfiofk  j?iMntf  pip^v^a  cmmtcnance^  gni^  there^ 
Jorc  ^49%  ibat  f»jdifjL,  it  wit  qfjiiiy  mi  kindness  :  mi  t  took  the 
thatfyivil  u^APi  hi^  1^^)  and  the  hr^^let  thatCwaaj  on 
IMIs(  ^1^  h«>S&  Wt>»ght  llM^.  h)tj)ei^^  1^  v 

1 1  j   .  irtMii.  DavM  took  hpM .  90  ]m  cip^Mr  ^^^  ^%  ^^*i^ »  «nd 

1 2  Uk^wiiflriall  lhi&  ii|c|i  that  [iifen^]  with  h^m :  And  t^y  mournedt 
aod  Wfpt^  and  &atad  wtii  ^'vem  for  ^^uly  and  io|r  J^mathao  (liy 
BMyfjul  for  the  people  of  ihe  hqf^^^  ai^  lor  the  hi^sc^  of  lai^el ; 
iMOivilie  thfy  rwwe  fallen  hjrthe  s^jwpfAt 

f  3  •  *'Aiid ;  David*  ^»hen  the  tfof^orti  e/*  ¥*  ^rk/*  «v^«  <nf^,  said 
^iot9tb«y^lu)g|)»w  thi|$|tol4hiin»  Whence  [aft]  thou  i  and  1^ 

14  answered*  I  [afujthe  fipp<|f  aatrapg^r^an  Am^U^^.  AikI 
Datid  aaid  iuit»  him>  How  wa«t  thqu  not  a&ald  io  atre^h  fi>rth 

15  thin*  hand  to  4o$troy  the  Loa^'a  an^iaied  ^  Ao4  David  called 
one  jof  Ike  yonngmon  qfkh Suarti,  and  said*  Go  o^aT}  Imi}  &B 

16  upon  him.  And  he  awpte  ^im  thi|t.h#  died*  And  Pmdsud 
iint»  hii|i9  Tky  hlood  [bAJ  n|^f9A  ihy  head ;  for  thy  mouth  h^ 
tead&4  ftSil^$t=thee«aftTi9Si.}  have  alam  the  Lo«.n'^  aDointea.f 

17  And  David.  lamented  I  with  tjbds  lamentation  oyer  ^^uU^and 

1 8  orer  Jotatfaan  kiaaon  :||  ( A1«Q  be  ^adt  them  teach  the  chUdi^eji 
of  Jtidah  [i)lf  MSQ  of]  the/bow  lY*.  ^hold^  [it  Is]  wri'oen  \^  the 
book  taf  Jiuiker  t  inrvbaU^  a  i^  pr  bUtcarUal  fioem  j^m^taxning  the 

19  memoft^hk  events  ^  4he  nttfi^J    Th<^  beauty  of  lavael,  ^ 

•    •      •  .  ..»  •:.'•■  I    :■" 

*  SanI  WM  icbe  6rH  who  wore  thoe  «migns  of  rovaltir ;  sui^  it  \$  hardly  probablf  that  he 
wore  them  in  battle.  Tliey  oiight  either  be  carried  by  tome  who  ktUndra  mm,  or  be  left  in 
Id*  tent*  wliidb  the  ABuMaxn  ne  dpvbc  ptandeitd.  It  is  obvenrabk  th»t  he  mention*  n^iiiK 
ptrticoUr  concernuig  Jenathan's  deadi;  as  luiowin^  that  would  be  a  disagreeable  so^ect  to 
Oavid. 


brave,  worthy  man.  and  for  the  csd^tmito  of  k^  conqtr^aen  and  friends.  Goaaeqnently ,  tfao 
exprewiont  of  detlrlng  the  evdn  of  his  enemies,  and  of  triumph  over  them*  were  not  fron  a 
jipjuit  of  revenge*  but  predidUons  that  it  thould  be  so. 

i  Thaogh  this  account  was  false,  (lef  I  "Sif^txv^  <0  ret  David-lcnew  it  not  then,  and 
mint  reasonably  suppote  htm  goiUty  rti  «it  own  confcmUm  ;  it  was  therefore  a  verf  peo- 


M  leeaie  ref pect  to  the  pfnOQ  of  kings*  es>«iuallir  €be^  Lord's  anointed.    It  i«  remancafate.  thac 
^  Amalekltt  should  bring  thak  crown,  which  Ssiol  had  forftlted  by  sparing  the  AmaliUtes. 

'  1  This  Clegydtscolrefl  aline  feenlm.imilMeueneRtepirit;  the  original  is  written  la 
vefse,  that  it  might  be  omre  aliecdng,  and  better  and  longer  remembered. 

■*  TMa  verse  eoHriet  In  m  t  parwrtlierta.  Dtvid  might  thhik  the  defeat  of  the  Israelites 
was  occasioned  try  the  want  of  more  bowt  i  espeeiallr  as  the  Philistines  wore  very  skiMbl 
archert }  the  (lufveo  9f  IndA  Urttl  oeU  to  tii^Q,  and  therefore  it  wa»  proper  for  tl^qn  to 
leato  i»  ttt  ofthc  kow * 
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Jlamr  tfthe  nation^  is  slditi  ut)dn  thy  high  pl«cM  s  ho^'ftre  Ae 
m^hty  fidfen  \  hem  mdtkHh/  iutd  driftu^ulfy  aite  ihey  '^Udm  t  tit 
knew  the  enendet  would  tritmtfihy  end  thertfinte  addsj  in  a  bemtii^ 

^  fid  afioftr^he^  Tell  [it}  not  in  Gath,  publish  [it]  not  in  ttie 
streets  of  Askekm ;  lest  the  daugliters  i^the  Pbillstities  rejeicef 
kst  the  daughters  of  die  niicircxmidsed  triumph  \  he  wUhe9  tf 
fwanbie  to  conceality/or  the  honour  efGod;  iett  evtn  the  women 
should  rejcice^  and  celebrate  thtir  idol  gode  ee  tht  authore  of  it. 

3 1  Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa,  [fet  ihtte  be]  no  dewj  neither  [Itt  there 
be]  rain  upon  jrou^  nor  fields 'or<»fr(k'in|^&  '  Jtn  exeematm  on  the 
mountain  where  the  battle  wom  Jought :  let  there  be  tw  rain  upon 
it;  no  fndtfal  Jield^  from  whence  tythee  and  tffeting^  9haUbe 
brought  to  God*9  houee  ;  letk  remain  barren,  and  beu^ead  and 
wofid  monument  if  tMt  talandty  t  for  there  the  shield  of  the 
ihighty'  is  ^lely  cast  away,  that  thk^  mi^t  ran  th^  finter  ;  the 
shield  of  Sauly  [as  though  he  had]  not  [been]  anoimed  with 

9S  oil)  as  if  he  had  been  a  eonuhbn  eoldkr,  and  not  a  kifig,^  From 
th^  Mood  of  the  slain,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty,  the  bow  of 
Jonathan  turned  not  babk,  and  the  sword  of  Saul  retunied  not 
empty  ;  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  used  to  be  vietorioue  over  their 

9S  Btouteet  enendeo,  Saul  and  Jonati^iEin  [w«re]  lovely  arid  pleasant 
in  their  lives;,  and  in  their  death  they  were  not  dividctl ;  they 
'  were  courttoue  and  kind  to  thefieofiie^  loved  one' another  and  the 
nation  ;  Jonathan  Hack  chee  to  him  till  death,  which  firoveo  that 
there  wa»  no  eonepiracy  agaitrat  Saul :  they  were  swifter  than 
eagles  inftursumg  their  enemies,  they  were  stronger  thtoi  Hons 

S4  in  overthrowing  them.  Te  daughters  of  Israel,  weep  over  Saul, 
who  clothed  you  in  scarlet,  With  [other]  delights,  who  put  on 
ornaments  of  gold  ttp6n  your  apparel,  tidotnedtfou  with  the  efitdA 

tS  token  from  the  enemy.  How  are  the  mighty  Men  in  the  midst 
of  the  battle  !  O  Jonathan,  [thou  wast]  slain  in  thine  high  places, 
m  the  high  fdoeee  of  thy  own  country,  which  thou  hadet  -«o  vaUantfy 

S6  defended:  I  am  distiTSsed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan :  very 
pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me :  thy  love  to  me  was  wonder- 
ful, passing  the  love  of  women :  here  hie  grief  fir  Jonathan 
breaks  out  again  in  an  abrupt  manner,  whose  love  to  him  was  as 
sincere,  ardent,  and  delightful,  as  the  highest  conjugal  affection. 

2f  How  are  th^  mighty  follen,  and  the  weapons  of  war  perished  I 
TTtts  was  the  burden  of  the  song  ;  jH&w  are  therndghty  fallen,  and 
the  military  glory  departed  from  Msroel  /f 

REFLECTIONS. 

!•  TA  T^E  may  observe,  that  worldly  minded  men  are  apt  to 
VY     measure  the  minds  of  others  by  their  own.     This! 

Amalekite  thought  David  would  he  glad  to  b^  that  be  bad  killed 

* 

^     ^P>v*^  pnoMblT  refert  hire  to  tbe  tp(M  sS  Sti^'f  dead  bo(Iy«  jmd  n  the  i 
^9f  with  which  tho  enemy  tore  ofllii  emnv*  and  tct  it  a^as  a  trofby. 


t  It  to  Impesflible  to  de  lattice  te  ditt  Ane  |»ann.   Dr.  WSxH^  is  cbs  folt  fcnln^  Md 

0«iBkcsiKVCitt}ietfIritoftluori|in4l.   See /•&</:' MisceUanio.        - 
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SmA  Ms  kyvetemte  enemyy'wldiliift  ofwn  hand ;  but  mora 
t»  tee  tbe  crown  ¥Pl&ich  he  brought  with  htnif  «nd  expected  that  he 
would 'have  amply  rewiaided  him.  Thus  men  of  baae  and  sordid 
tninds  think  others  are  like  themsdves ;  and  those  who  are  most 
TemAf  to  cast  reflections  xm  the  temper  or  conduct  of  others^  have 
«ficn  more  of  the  yerf  temper  and  conduct  which  tfaey- censure 
•o  tmif* 

3.  We  learn,  from  the  example  of  David,  to  conceal  the  fiiults  of 
otherSf  especially  of  those  who  are  dead.  In  this  degy  we  meet 
mat  with  the  least  trace  of  Satil%  cruelty  to  him ;  he  remembered 
jaothingiNit  the  brase  man^tbe  valiant  commander,  the  magnificent 
prtDce>  God's  ancnntedf  his  once  indulgent  mastery^hisMichal's  and 
kuB  Jonathan^  fitther*  He  said  nothing  of  •  his  diaobediencey  or  his 
nets  oC'^ranny;  He  did  not  insult  him  now  hiar  honour,  was  laid  in 
the  dMStv  and  his  crown  ihllen^  from  his  head.  Thus  acted  tAe  man 
-tifter  God's  trnn  heart,'  Wemi^  j^idge  then  what  thef  are,  who 
Ibrgct  all  the  virtues  of  wise  and  good  men,  who  are- either  living  or 
dead ;  who  rake  together  their  fiiults,  and  pouf  oi|t  cisBSures  on 
their  heads  or  their  ashcfS.  Charity  should  teach  us  to  say  the  best 
of  every  one.  .  If  we  know  no  good,  let  us  say  notlung  ;  but  cover 
their  ftaits  with  a  montlr  of  love.    We  must  ^tak  evil  of  no  man. 

d.  Pity  and  tender  affection  are  no  way  inconsistent  with  true 
courage  and  firmness  of  mind.  David's  heart  melted  within  him  ; 
nil  tbe  tender  passions  of  his  soul  were  afiected  at  once,  and- burst 
ferth  into  these  elegant  btit  melancholy  strains ;  and  while  he  showu 
a  heart  impressed  with  the  ^strongest  emotions  of  affection  and  grie( 
he  displays  a  most  martial  and  courageous  spirit.  A  compassionato 
temper  is  not  a  contemptible  weakness  ;  the  poem  before  us,  com- 
pared with  thevrhole  of  Davkl*s  conduct,  shows  it.  The  celebrated 
Mr.  AnnisoNy  who  was  an  exoelknt  judge  of  human  nature,  being 
told  that  a  ac4daer  wept  at  a  moving  scene  in  his  Cato,  said,  '  He 
will-fight  never  the  worse  for  thtt  ;  it  n  a  sign  he  is  a  brave  man.' 
We  sluMild  all  coltivateatender  and  an  afiectionate  disposition  in  ouf- 
selves^  and  especially  in  our  children  ;  for  without  this  we  cannot 
possibly  be  happy  in  rehttive  life.  A  greater  than  David  hath 
set  us  an  example  of  this,  even  the  Son  of  Cod  ;  whom  it'  is  our 
l^ry,  and  will  he  our  highest  happiness  to  resemble* 


CHAP.    11. 

JW  Ma  chapter  toe  hax^e  an  aceount  qf  Dwaid  being  made  king  in 
Judahj  and  of  another  king  set  up,  by  Abner  ;  vfhich  occasioned  a  civil 
war  #  but  at  length  a  cceeation  cfarmn  t>  agreed  upon, 

1     A  N  D  it  came  to  pass  after  this.  That  David  inquired  of 

jTjL  the  Loan,  by  Jbiathar  the  high  priest j  saying,  Shall  I  go 

up  into  any  of  the  cities  of  Judah  ?  And  the  Loan  said  unto 

.    him,  Go  up.    And  David  said.  Whither  shall  I  go  up  ?  And  he 

mdj  Unto  Hebron^  theprincipai  city^  which  lay  in  the  middle  qf 


126  IL  SAMUEL,    ffi 

'  3  rA#  m'Ar;'  6*  D|i^>  w«Bt  up  MlktrrwaA  his'  tivo  vhwi  abo^ 

AhinoMH  Iho  leflErMtitcis,  and  Abigail  Nabal'a  wife  the  Carman 
^  lite.    And  hii  tocb  that  [were]  with  htm  did  Dand^hnoBf  upi 

«vei7  man  with  hia  houaahoid  :  and  they  dwelt  in  the  eilSas  af 
"■  HelmHif  vhere  Aefirmded/or  tMemmttmnUng'io  ihtir  memi^und 
'4  kn  MUty.    And  the  Armenia/ man  of  Jadah  camayaadtiiera 

they  anointed  David  king  over  the  house  of  Judah  :*  Aadii^Mi 
*!      mfuirh$g  qfter  ike  body  of  IkiA  thef  told  Bavid,  aa^gr  [That] 

Ihe  men  of  Jabeshgilead  [ware  their]' that  busied  3aol,    7*M 

«'     «n«  kUJirat  roy^luttp.  und  it  sk^mwd  bth  Mb  finuUnee  andpiH^ 

;  5      And  David  aant  measeageraiiaftp  the  mto  of  Jabcaligileadi 

>  and  said  unto  thana»  Blessed  [be]  fe  of  the  Loaa,  that  ye  have 

showed  this  ktadncaa  unto  prour  toed,  [•even]  unto  Saultand  have 

•  6  bnned  him^  -  And  now  tiie  Load  show  kindness  andtsath  unte 

yen  :•  mid  i  als6  wJUfia^te  you.  tUa  kiadncasy  because  ye  have 

07  done  this  thing^t    Therefore  now  let  yiMur  handa  be  strength* 

t     ened,  and  be  ye  valiant :  for  yeMrmaster  Sanl  is  deadftmd^alaa 

t' '  the  hotfse  of  Jfudah.have  anointed  me  king  over  theaa;\/iier  nor 

4ftnf  ttriifram  me^  far  I  am  9(^JurJwonihmnng  you  an^MwUlJow 

youf^  kindne99to  Saul%  $hat  Ittfeemtm^etf/ir  that  remon  bound 

topr^uty^  and  kt^ia  fir  the  $ame  JrilmdMfi  mid  aUigiami 

frim  y&u* 

a      But  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  captain  of  Saul's  hoat»  tke  general 

V    ^  the  army^  and  SaulU  rehtimt  took  lahhoaheth  the  son  of 

<  9  Saul>  4snd  brought  him  over  to  Mahanaim  \^  And  made  him 

king  over  Oilesd,  and  over  the  Ashnrites,  and  over  Jeareel,  and 

over  Ephraim,  and  over  Beojamiaf  and  over  ail  Israel ;  manyt^ 

the  MaraeUtee  vfere  krmtght  vper  to  him  out  qf  the  teat  qf  the  trihee. 

10  Ishbesfaeth  Saul's  ssn  [was]  forty  yava  tHA  whan  he  began  tf 
Feign  iwer  Israel,  and  reigned  two  yeara.||    But  the  house  of 

11  Judah  followed  David.    And  the  time  that  David  waa  king  in 

*  Hebron  ever  the  house  of  Jiidah  was  sevwi  years  and  aix  numths* 
-Itt  ^  And  Abnev  the  son  of  Ner,  and  the  aervanu  of  lahfaosheth 
'  the  son  of  Saul,  went  out  from  Mahanaim  to  Gibeon,*  to.  make 
<S  foar  ag^mt  Dcruid    And  Joah  the  arm  of  Zemiahy  spAo  woe  Da* 

•  ind*e  suter^  (therefire  Joab  vta»  hie,  neftheWi  and  the  ehitfcomm 
mander,)  and  the  servants  of  David,  went  out,  and  met  tagediey 
by  the  pool  of  Gibeon  :  and  they  sat  down,  the  one  on  the  one 
side  of  the' pool,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side  of  the  pool.* 

*  Ko  donkt  they  had  taken  iBeaiurct  to  knvt  ail  ofeamifiKNit  deetion  ;  bat  thai  failfau* 
they  appoiiitrd  him  king  over  their  own  tribe  onlf  ;  th;/didnot  pretend  to  determine  for  all 
IsTAc],   On  this  occasion  ntAny  thou^auidt  etaue  to  him*  as  we  read  in  CkroiticU%» 


f  Ha  not  only  jirayt  th)itOodm;iyrewar|then*  faotdaaait  htfliaelF;  and  iwvwaiiastwi^ 
fe'>d  thrin  from  the  Philtstinet.  if  tliev  should  come  to  punish  them  fgr  entering  iatothdr 
C'ty  and  taking  away  the  tro|4iIe9  of  tneir  victory. 

I  Abner  knew  that  David,  by  Go  t'a  sppointtncnt*  waa  deatgned  for  the  kingdom,  ck»  lit.  9. 
ffrvertliclrss  he  set  up  another,  in  hopes  of  having  the  chief  commaad«  and  out  of  envy  and 
fcxsQiiul  piioc  to  David,  who  kid  bantered  him  about  his  care  of  Saul.  Ishbpahetk  vmb  a  weak 
mm,  .tnlAbn<>r  intended  he  shoold  have  the  name  oTIdiiic.  bat  llultktfhiiiisdlf  tbouldiuiTethe 
fovcmmcuc ,  He  att  him  up  at  a  great  distance  beyond  Jordan. 

f     I  It  W4S  two  yearf  before  th;te  were  any  kottUUiea between  the  house  oT  XstmbI  andtka 

|tcu?;e  of  Juaah. 

^     *  ft  w  prob:)b]e  that  Joab  had  orders  From  Davtd  fiot  to  oip«ttahe  them,  bOt  t*  set  flSt^ 
ipfensis-s ;  haying  «  wont  Co  Said  chsS  he  w^uU an  fiut  off  ^  iccd. 
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14  And  Abner  said  tOtJwki  Lett^  younc  mm  tiow  itttie,aii4  play 
befbvetia  3  Ar^  u,€frtaiH  nimkcr-  of  our  choU€  9Mier9  try  /Afir 
^AiTI  m  Imndtmg  tbfhr  vH^fiotu^  and  encwnter  one  mn^ther^  vfbUh 
wmf  be  a  kind:^/4i:9crmn  tou$  i  jihter  intended  Ay  tide  to  dU* 

15  hearten  Daoid^e  mei^.  -And  Joab  aMy  Let  lh«m  aris«.  Then 
there  afose  and  went  over  by  nnmber  twelve  of  Ben jamUi)  whkili 
[portained]  to  Isbboflieilh  Ib^  son  of  Saul,  and  twelve  of  the  ser- 

16  vaata  of  Davidi  qf  known  and  afifiroved  valour.  And  they  oaught 
ev^ry  cne  his  fellow  by  the  hsad,  and  [thrust]  his  sword  in  hfii 
fellow's  side  ;  so  they  feU  down  together  :*^  wherefore  that  place 
was  called  Helhathhazmrinif  that  ie^  the  Jield  (f  strong  men^ 
which  [is]  in  jGribeon.;  and  the  eoneeguence  woe,  that  both  arndee 

17  were  esa^fierat^.  And  there  was  a  very  sore  battle  that  day  ; 
and  Afaoq*  was  beat^y  and  the  men  of  Isrady  before  the  ser- 
vants of  Jbavid* 

It  And  there  were  three  sons  of  Zeruiah  tbeie,  Joab^and  Abishu, 
and  Asahel :  and  Asahel  [was  as]  light  of  foot  as  a  wild  roe*  very 

J  9  emift  and  strongs  And  Asahd  pursued  after  Abner  r  and  in  going 
he  turned  not  to  the  right  bml  nor  to  the  kft  from  following 
Abner  ;  he  waa  intent  on  killing  the  greatest  man  in  leraelf  and 

90  00  fiut  an  end  to  the  ^mw.    Then  Abner  looked  behind  him^  and 

SI  saM)  [Art]  thou  Asahel  ?  And  he  answered*  I  [am.]  And 
Abner  gave  him  fair  warning  qf  hie  danger^  and  said  to  him* 
Turn  thee  aside  to  thy  right  himd  or  to  thy  left,  and  lay  thee 
hc^d  on  one  of  the  yomng  men*  do  not  venttare  to  engage  an  old 
soldiery  and*  that  you  may  not  returh  without  sfimly  take  thee  his 
armoi^f .    But  Asahel  would  not  turn  aside  from  following  of 

23  him.  And  Abner  said  Again  to  Asahel,  Turn  thee  aside  froib 
foOowing  me  :  Wherefore  should  I  smite  thee  t6  the  ground  ? 
how  then  should  I  hdid  yip'ihy  face  to  Joab  thy  b^otherl  Abne^ 
knew  Joab  wM  d  Jletce^  revengeful  man  ;  he  fitobmbty  imagined 
thed  he  shouid  want  Joai^s  assistance  to  makefiiend^  ttfith  Darvid. 

9$  Howbeit  he  refused  to  turn  aside :  wherdbre  Abner*  by  a  back 
atrbke  with  the  hinder  end  of  the  spear  smote  him  under  tht 
fifth  tHb}]  that  th^  spear  caine  out  befairtd  him,  and  he  fell  down 
there*  and  died  in  the  same  place  :  and  it  ctime  to  pass*  [that] 
as  many  as  came  to  the  place  where  Asidiel  fell  dbwnand  dMi 
atood  sdll*  fearing  to  share  the  same  fate^  or  to  tnke  tdir^  of  thk 

^4  dead  botfy.  Joab  also  and  Abishai  pursued  after  Abner*  mtt 
knowing  of  their' b^her's  death:  and  the  Sim  Went  down  Wh«ft 
they  were  come  to  the  hilt  of  Ammah*  that  [lislh]  b«rftH% 
Giahbythe  way  of  thet«^ettiess'ofOibe^.       ' 

'OS  And  the  children  of  Beitjaniiii  gathered  thefnselvcHt  to^tflh^t 
after  Abner*  and  became  one*  troo|>*  and  Mdbd  dn  tbs  t<^  of  aft 
hill  ;  they  ralHedj  and  stood  in  a  body^  as  if  they  would  tinHif  ihe 

W  Jight.  Then '  Abner  called  to  Joab,  and  said,  Shdl!  the  sWord 
devour  for  ever  ?  knowest  thou  not  that  it  will  be  bittefti^si  IR 
the  latter  end  ?t  how  long  shall  it  be  then*  ere  th«u  bid  tike  p«^ 

*^ .     *  It  hM  b«ea  generally  thought,  that  all  the  twenty  foor  were'  lUin ;  hat  T  rlAdf  tbihk 
ittltMtld'ttirrtve  Bin  iie#tBeoilien«a«4tk4i$P9tai«9f<th*m  were  asdli.       .    .      « 

t  What  in  the  moraing  he  callad  pUylflg*  he  now  callt  rferoorinS.   Whoerer  coD^otn  Ibft 
cWU  WW,  the  nation  loeeti 
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pic  retnrn  fioih  Tollowitig  theii'  hircArtrt,  tMldrm  9/  the  'tahe 

t7  faihery  wAo  vforM/i  the  9amt  God'?AhA  Jotfb  said,  [As] 
God  liveth,  unless  thou  hadst  spoketi,  fHade  tftai  chaliengej  ^v. 
\4,yand  therein/  ftromked  us  fojight^^rthf^thtn  in  the  morning 
the  people  had  gone  up  eteiy  drnft  front  Mlowing  his  brotbeft 

fit  marched  home  again  inpeac^i  ivithtnU  bhodihed.  So  Joab  Uew 
a  trumpet,  Bounded  a  retreat^  9i\A  aH  the  people  stood  still,  and 
pursued  after  Israel  no  more,  neither  fought  they  any  mope. 

S9  And  Abner  and  his  men  walked  all  that  night  through  the 
plain,  and  passeO  over  Jordan,  and  went  through  all  Bithronf  and 
they  came  to  Mahanaim,  not  thoonng  to  haU  near  an  army  who 

30  had  beaten  them.  And  Joab  returned  from  following  Abner  : 
and  when  he  had  gathered  all  the  people  together,  there  lacked 
of  David's  servants  nineteen  men  and  Asahel ;  a  very  mnaS 
number  ;  which  makes  it  more  probable  that  the  twehpe  men  aborve 

SI  mentioned  were  not  slam.  But  the  servants  of  David  had  smk>v 
ten  of  Benjamin,  and  of  Abner^s  men,  [so  that]  three  hundred 
and  threescore  men  died  ;  this  was  not  a  great  loss/or  a  conquer' 
edarmy^  but  ftrobably  David  hod  given  orikr^  to  avoid  bloodshed. 

33  And  they  took  up  Asahel,  and  buried  him  in  the  aepulcKre  of 
his  father,  which  [was  in]  Bethlehem.-  And  Joab  and  his  men 
went  all  night,  and  they  came  to  Hebron  at  break  of  day,  and 
goeve  Dennd  an  account  of  the  action, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  TXT"  -^  ^^y  ilrfer,  that  it  will  be  our  wisdom  and  duty  to  kU 
V  V  low  the  leadings  of  Providence.  David  was  designed  for 
the  throne  ;  but  instead  of  hastily  summoning  the  Israelites  when 
Saul  was  dead,  he  inquired  of  the  Lor^. .  Thus  should  we  seek  di- 
vecdon,  even  in  prosperity,  when  second  causes  smile,  and  things 
go  on  happily.  In  all  our  ways  we  sfumld  atkiunxdedge  Codj  and  he 
will  direct  our  fiaths^ 

3.  The  race  is  not  always  to  the  swifts  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong, 
Abner's  confidence  was  soon  defeated,  nor  could  Asahel's  swiflncss 
save  him.  Let  this  abfite  our  confidence  in  any  accomplishn^ent ; 
for  many  are  betrayed  by  those  esccellencies  which  they  are  most 
load  of ;  and  their  defeats  and  disappointments  are  grievous,  in  pro- 
portioii  to  their  pride  and  vanity.  May  we  cultivate  humility  and 
xnoderatioAi  luid  not  depend  too  miuch  upon  any  advantages  we  may 
possess  above  others.  Let  not  any  man  tMnic  more  highly  qfhimsejf 
4han  he  ought  to  tfdnk  ;,  let  not  the  young  man  glory  in  his  youth, 
fi9r  (he  strong  man  in  his  strength  /.  but  let  him  that  glorieth^  glory  in 
^  Lard. 

.  .  3. .  It  is  a  maxim  of  true  wisdom  not  to  be^  any  imporUuit  affaits 
without  considering  the  consequences  which  may  ensue.  Had  Ab* 
Her  attended  to  this,  he  had  not  been  defeated  }  but  he  saw  his  fol- 
ly when  it  was  too  late.  He  might  have  known,  that  it  would  be 
Viitcraess  in  the  endy  and  therclbre  should  not  have  given  the  chat* 
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Ibnge.  The  event  ^  things  ollten  alters  men's  opinions.  Tkis  mif 
le  applied  to  civil  war,  and  to  all  contentions  and  differeqcea ';  wb«ii 
onoe  begun}  we  kzioW  not  where  they  will  end^  but  they  certain* 
lif  will  produce  bitterness.  This  is  true  of  every  sin.  If  men  would 
consider  the  remorse  of  conscience  which  attends  it,  the  loss  oC 
reputation  and  comfort,  and)  what  is  of  infinitely  greater  conse* 
<|uence,  the  loss  <^  their  souls,  surely  they  would  not  be  so  easiif 
led  into  sinfixT  practices.  Ck>d  hath  made  us  capaUe  of  looking  for* 
ward,  of  considering  what  wilt  be  the  consequence  of  things,  ami 
where  they  will  end  ;  and  by  neglecting  this,  we  run  ourselves  into 
famumerable  sorrows.  Let  us  then  always  remember  that  sin.  npff 
ie  ^ttcme99  in  the  end  i  that  at  the  last  it  vdU  bite  &ke  a  terfientf 
and  Mting  Bke  art  adder.  May  we  therefore  stand  in  gwep  and 
am  not* 


CHAP.  in. 

$Ve  have  here  an  aeewnt  qfDavicTe  famUyy  and  ^  jtbatr^u  ravoH 
Jrom  lahbosheth  ;  his  league  vnth  David  i  hU  attentf^t  i9  brini  '^ 
XnaeStes  to  suhmii  to  David  i  qfhie  murder  by  Joab  i  and  thf  re* 
^ect  and/unerai  hcntmr^  which  David  paid  him, 

I  '^JO  W  there  was  1oa|^  war  betweeii  the  bouse  of  Saul  and 
XN  the  bouse  of  David  :  but  David  waxed  stronger  and 
stronger,  and  the  house  of  Saul  waxed  weaker  smd  weaker  i 
there  vere  many  sktrndsbes  between  them^  but  Damdgot  the  bet^ 
Ury  and  many  forsook  Mner  and  mme  over  to  Mm* 

3       And  unto  David  were  sons  bom  in  Hebron  s  and  Us  firstbem 

3  was  Amnon,  of  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitesa ;  And  his  second^ 
,     Chileab,  of  Abigail  the  wife  of  Nabal  the  CarmeUte  ;  and  tb9 

third^  Absalom,  the  son  of  Maacah^  the  dat^hter  of  Tidmai 

4  kjng/sf  Geshur ;  And  the  fourth,  Adonijah  tlM;  son  of  Haggith  ^ 

6  and  tHe  fifthf  Shephatiah  the  son  of  Abttal ;  And  tfie  aixxk 
Ithream,  by  EgUh  David's  wife.*  These  were  born  to^^jPavid 
in  Hebron*  • 

€  And  it  came  to  pasSf  while  there  vras  war  between  the  houia 
ii  SmmiI  and  the  bouse  of  David,  that  Abner  nM^e  himself  atroos 
for  the  home  of  Saul ;  he  went  through  the  tribes  iff  /<nrd^  em^ 

7  deavouring  to  eetabUsh  the  interut  of  Ishdoahsth.  *"  And  Saul  had 
a  conculnne,  whose  name  [waa]  Riq^)  the.  daughter  of  Aiab-^ 
1^  [Ishbosheth]  said  to  Abner,  Wherefore  hast  then  gdoe  m 
onto  my  fiitiier's  concuUne  I  He /iereeived  that  he  vmsasfdring 

,    sa  the  thronepjaifd  had  taken  i^s  step  te  strengthen  hie  interest^  and 

to  give  him  an  ofifiortunity  tf  thromng  off  the  mask  vfhen  Ar,  ben 

%  came  strong  eneuigh.    Then  was  Abner  very  wrotk  (^  the  wwritr 


*  Some  mycCopItilofi  this  watMlchM:  tfumA  Aehad  m  cUld  after  t^  «asttnfft  iks 
Mai»0a«tdryttdi«aai9lftl«Mte«M^$iMl«im. 
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.,  of  Ishboshetby  atid  flaidt  [Am]  I  a  dog's  hcftds  •f^  •  ^^<^9  ^on^ 
iemfitibU  creature^  which  agaiost  Ittdah  do  show  kindness  Una 
day  unto  the  hoaa«  of  Saol  thy  iatheri  to  his  brethren,  and  to  hit 
friends,  and  have  not  delivered  thee  into  the  hand  of  David,  thai 

«  thou  Ghavgeat.  me  today  with  a  fiiult  concerning  this  woman} 
that  thou  9houldat  think  it  a  (iUsgrace  to  thy  Jamlyjor  me  io  He 

,i  with'j/iy/at/ierU  concubinf  ^  So  do  God  to  Abnefy  and  more  alsoy 
except  as  the  Loan  h^th  sworn  to  Davidf  even  so  I  do  to  him  & 

)0  To  translate  the  kingdom  £ir<»m  the  bouse  of  Saulf  and  to  set  u|» 

the  throng  of  David  over  Israel  and  over  Jadahi  from  Dan  eve» 

fo  Beersheba.     Thit  i*  a  mo9t  thaifie/ul  tfice^h.    It  sktaif  thtU  he. 

,/Qui^ht  agairut  hi*  king  and  hi*  coruciencc  in  qfifioaing  ptruid  /  and 

now  declar€9f  tl^atp  o9  he  had  rmed  l9hbo9heth  to  the  threne^  Ac 

i\  vxntidpuUfdm  down  again.  And  he  could  not  answer  Abner 
a  word  again,  because  he  feared  himj  and  woe  wtwiiUng  to  pro* 

,.^  vokeMm^^^  ^ m  -^   -^ 

1'2      And  Abner  sent  messengers'  to  David  on  his  behalf,  sayingi 

Whose  [is]  the  land  ?  saying)  [also,!  Make  thy  league  tirith  me^ 

give  me  honourable  termsj  and,  behold,  my  hand  [shaU  be]  wifh 

\^  thee,  to  bring  about  sdl  Israel  tmto  thee.    And  be  sidd,  Wett  | 

I  wiU  make  a  league  with  thee  :  l^ut  one  thing  I  require  of  thee, 

that,  iSf  Thou  shaft  not  see  my  face,  except  thou  first  bring  Mi« 

ii  chal  SaaFs  daughter,  when  thou^comest  to  t^ee  my  face.*    And 

David  sent  messengers  to  Ishbosheth  Saul's  son,  saying.  Deliver 

;    X™^3  T^y  wife  Micbali  which  I  espoitsed  to  me  fctr  aiinulidrcd 

is  foreal^iBS  of  the.  Philistines.  .  And  Ishbosheth,  who  durtt  not  re* 

'     Jtsee^  lc9t  Mner  etQuld/ore^ke  A^'tt,  sent,  and  took  her  from  [her] 

^6  ^husband,  [even]  .from  Phakiel  the  son  of  Laish.    And  her  hus« 

band  vent  wkb  her  along  weefmig  behind  her  to  Bahiirim. 

Then  said  Abner  tmUl  him,  Go,  return.    And  he  returned. 

13      An4  Abner  went  back  to  ptreuade  the  Urae&tee  to  aubmit  to 

D^pfidy  and  had  communication  with  the  elders  of  Israel,  sayingr 

Ye  sought  for  David  in  times  past  [to  be]  king  over  you  ;  after 

the  death  qf  boiiath,  mni  when  Skul  and  Jonathan  were  dead^  had 

*16  Oiercbten  no-  other  comfieiitor^  you  would  have  choun  him  :  Now 

^  .thendoljtO  for  the  I.oki>  halh  ipoken  of  David,  saying,  B)r 

the  hand  of  my  servant  David  I  wUl  save  my  people  Israel  out 

V   of  the  ]band  of  the  Philistines,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  their 

^     epemies  ;.  re^^nding  {hem  ^tke  dtvihe  oracle^  probably  deSvered 

i .,    iy  Santu^l^rii  urging  the  propriety  qf  their  doing  itj  as  the  FhiU 

i9  iatines  were  eo  (roubleeome  to  them^  .  And  Abuer  Bho  spake  In 

.  ^  ,(he  eafa.<^  Benjamin,  wAic^  itmshia  own  tribe  :t  and  Abner  went 

y    .also  to  speak  in  the  ears  of  David  in  Hebron  all  that  seemed 

-^     go(^  to  Israel,  and  that .  seemed  good  to  the  whole  bouse  of 

';.  .  Benjjami&.  ^  ^  ififormed  Jbavid  how  the  people  otood  effected  to 

*  David  cqnsen.tol  to  a  katrae  upon  thit  rcaaonabk  coh^lon*  tfuit  MldMl^ hh  first  wdSe- 
lawJ  y^Kfti  wlw  hid  hftsarded  her  life  to  save'hfti  and  who  ttow  lived  m  adultery,  iboold  be 
festored  to  him.  Tliis  wa$  »  prudent  Htrp*  to  ingratiate  himvelTwtth  the  lamelitra.  Abner 
|rob;6||y  toUl  Mm.  that  he  mnst  apply  to  Mibealiciah  ao4  dwi  h*  woatdaaciaid  cIm  aMMaf*. 

-f^  Here  he  went  from  fiunily  to*  fartiiWV  and  not  onlj  tO  d^^dtrt;  M  •(  tin  vdirr  irite^ 
bcaama  iliey  were  awss  Mta«br4  to  the  aOMe  af  SaiO. 
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Arm,  #rtJ  H  effettuoHy  brought  aver  Beftfmnhu  that  thmi  nevei^ 

So  fortook  Mm  qfierwxrd*  So  Abncr  casie  to  David  to  Hebton, 
And  twenty  men  Wkh  hiai,  to  bring  Micfmi.  And  Dityrd  Itfade 
Abneri  and  the  fnen  th«t  [were]  with  him»  «  feMty  intok^  of 

i\  kindnesty  and  ilt  a  co^i/Srmaium  ^  the  Ua^piini^cfrithdMhifi,  And 
Abner  SMd  unto  JMd,  I  will  arise,  and  ^^oj: joid-nriHgatihiN^  QL 

'  the  chief  men  qf  Israel  unto  tof  lord  (be  kio^y  that  ^ey 'may 
make  a  teagtke  widh  (hee,  and  thai  tim  mayest  le^n^AriA*  A 
that  thine  heaxt  desh^th.  And  tkC(nA  sent  Abner  aMfAf  ,  aad  he 
went  in  peace. 

Sl^  And,  behold*,  the  ten^anti  •£  David  and  loab  «ame  fitmi  Qiii^ 
suing]  a  tfoop  ^/Ae  PkUUtinety  or  9ome  other  ehaniee  ofl^ael^ 
and  brougfit  hi  a  great  spoil  with  ihAtti  :  but  Ateier  [was],  not 
with  David  in  HeofMi  $  lor  he  had  scot  him  away,  imd  he  waa 

^3  gone  in  peace.  When  Joab  and  all  (he  host  that  [was]  with 
him  were  come,  they,  oome  of  the  ogiekiuo  eourtterw^  totd  Joah^ 
saying,  Abner  thb  son  of  Ker  came  to  the  king,  and  he  hath 

34  tent  blm  away,  and  he  is  gone  Hi  peace.    Then  Joab,  fitli  ^ 
pride  for  kit  late  mcce%9^  came  to  the  king,  and,  in  the  moot  in^ 
edent  moamer^  siad,  What  hast  thoa  done  r  behold,  Abner  came 
vnto  thee  %  why  [is]  it  [that]  thoa  hast  sent  him  away,  aaki  he 
is  quite  gone  ?  intimating  that  Dmtddvfooa  vml:,  eredtUcmo  moi^ 

$5  and  did  not  underotand  hie  true  intereot.  Thou  knowest  Abner 
the  son  of  Ner,  that  he  came  to  deeeive  thee,  and  to  know  thy 
going  out  and  thy  coming  in,  and  to  know  all  that  thoudoest, 
that  he  may  take  advpniage  tfit  :  then,  vdthoui  numtmg  foir^Jk 

36  emtfwer^  he  went  out^  And  when  Joab  was  come  out  from*  Da» 
vtd,  he  sent  mesaengers  after  Abner,  m  the  king^oname^  which 
brought  him  again  from  the  Well  of  Sirah  ;  but  David  knew  |^€| 

ST  not.  And  when  Abner  was  relumed  to  Hebron,  Joab  look  -  hire 
aside  in  (he  gale  to  speak  with  him  quietly, /^r/rft/f^ircrae 
tutmcoe^  and  smote  hiih  (bene  under  the  fifth  [rib,]  that  he'died» 
for  the  blood  of  Asahel  his  brother* 

M  And  afterward  when  David  heard  [it,]  he  aaid,  f  and  my 
kingdom  [ar6l  gmltlesa  before  the  Loan  for  evief  fMHi  the 

^9  bk>od  of  Abner  the  son  of  Ner.  Let  it  rest4m  the  bead  c^f  oab« 
and  oi>  all  his  father^s  house  ;  and  let  there  not  fail  from  the 
house  of  Joab  one  that  liath  ablssu^,  or  that  is  a  leper,  or  that 
leaneth  on  a  ataff,  or  that  &Ueth  on  the  svord,  or  that  lacketh 
bl-ead.  He  fird  ufiperied  to  God  for  hb  tmooofue,,  aM  trUatta 
that  neither  Ike  nor  hie  kingdom  ehould  et^ff^/or  ii  /  then  uttered 
afirofihietitk  euroer  thai  the  guilt  might  re4t  m  the  hefid  ef  iht 

90  murderer  gndhie  fondly.  So  Joab  aild  Abiahai  hia  brother  alar 
AbneTj  because  he  had  abdn  their  brother  Aiahel  at  Gibeon  in 
the  battle  ;  theynurder  woo  plotted  between  thcm^  and  Jbiokd 
wtqe  ready  to  umiei  if  there  hod  btenocetmm. 


Ibit  WM  additf  to  the  klng«  and  cart  Ibr  hia  iat«rett«  moA  ate 
IwtnlMir  Audwl.  tboq^  tMt  «rti  In  opas  war,  and  Alwcr  wovid  banw 


aflrolded  ItirhteMli.  WOftMtAy  tlie  true  motive  was  a<nMtipD  i  be  tlioaght  Ahaer  w«ad 
fcayt  yaat  inSinaf i  ^itkOwMl  far fcrtBg»a  in  stt  UradU  mA^  kmhm^omeiM^  rJsS 


ua  n.  SAMU£U   JDS. 


31  And  Dmi  ordered  the  wkolf  eourhog<^uU0imHmbi§ta^  wfSd 
toJoaby  to  make  Mm  unnble  ^hU  ein^  and  weaken  Me  vuert^ 
In  the  hearte  cf  the  fiecide^  and  Ukewee  to  alt  the  peopk  that 
[were]  with  bim»  lUnd  your  dothcsi  aod  gind  you  with  sack- 
clothy  audmoiyii  heforo  Aboer.    An4  king  David, [himself ) 

tt  fcUawcd  the  fader^  attended  aa  chirf  mourner.  Aod  they  biirie4 
AlHuer  m  Hebron  :  and  the  king  lifted  up  hii^  voice,  luul  wept 

33  at  the  grave  of  Aboer  ;  and  all  the  peopk  wept.    And  the  kinj^ 

.  lamented  orer  Ahnnr  m  ajunerai  oraUon^  and  aaid, .  Died  Al^er 
as  a  Ibol  die^  ?  Should  Aimer  have  diedUke  a/ooliUke  a  eowardT 

d4  Vfhatafiityeov^dkmiMmattieaomeioeuchan  endl  Thy  handy 
[were}  not  bound,  nor  thy  fieet  put  into  fettera  3  he  wae  not  or 

.  .  firieoneTf  yet  he  touid  no$  helft  himee{f:  aa  a  man  falleth  before 
iricked  treaeherouM  mmt  [«0}  fcllest  thou  ;  he  tm  not  overcome 
in  an  hcirwurabk  manner^  hui/eU  by  eeere$  treachery %a9  the  beet  of 
men  may  do.    ThU  noae  firobably  emd  m  thefireeence  qfJoab^  to 
humble  and  mort^y  him.    And  iU  tUe  people  wept  again  over 

Z5  him.    And  when. all  the  perale  came  to  oauaeDayidtQ  eat  meal.; 
vhUe  it  was  yet  day,  David  swarc,  saymg,  So  do  God  to  me^ 
and  mDreiJso»  If  I  taste  breadi  or  aught  else,  till  the  sun  be 
.  ,  down  ;  he  reeotved  to  keep,  a  etri^tjuet  0^  thie  moun^  occaeion* 

&6  And  all  the  people  took  notice  [of  it,]  and  it  pleased  them  to  oee 
the  king  so  much  affected  f  as  whatsoever  tb^  king  did  pleased 

>.  aQ  the  people;  by  Me  carriage  herein  he  gained  eo  great  an  utter" 
eet  in  the  fiec/Ueh  ^^ctionef  that  they  put  the  beet  construction  upon 

V  all  hie  warde  and  aetione.  For  all  .the  people,  and  all  larael  un- 
derstood that  day  by  Me  gri^  that  it  wasnot  of  the  king  to  sky 
Abner  the  son  of  Mer,  that  he  neither  ordered  itf  eoneented  to  it^ 

98  nor  approved  (fit.  And  the  king  said  unto  his  servants.  Know 
ya  not  that  there  ia  a  prince  and  a  gre^t  man  Allen'this  day  in 

39  Israel  )*  And  I  [am]  this  day  weak,  in  an  uneettUd  condition  ae 
.  yety  though  apointed  Inng. ;  and  these  men  the  sons  of  Zeruiah 
p)e]  toe  hard  for  me,  hive  too  muih  iutereetf  eepeciaUy  among 
the  eokHerOf  for  me  topunieh  and  break  with  Man  :  Jmuet  leave 
eMe  to  God :  the  Loan  shaU  rowapd  tht  doet  of  evil  according 
to  hia  w&ckednesa. 

HEFLEOTIONS^ 

1 

'1*  TNAbnervpaaoa  the  fttal  offsets  of  piido  and  ambition^  1| 
Jt  waathei^  templed  him  to  rrvi^ ;  he  oosiid  not  bear  reproof. 
Pflde  also  tempted  Joab  tomurdcr  Abner^  he  oooU  ni6t  bear  a  rival. 
Tb  what  treadMry,  and  often  vttlaflf,  do  the  i^fMe  and  ambitiaii 
#f  men  lead  (hem  t  Let  it  be  oii»  earieavour  so  eultivaie  an^humble 
ability  and  not  10  mind  high  lhinga«  Stekeot  thou  great  tMnge  Jor 
ihyeefff  oeek  them  not t  jSr  with  the  indy  ia  wiodom^  andarfay, 
aofl  oappimsas* 


SSSlilS?  ^^we  ttot  mgclcittly  Mntiblk  of  the  Ion,  of  Abncr't  birth,  his  fovco  anChirli|^ 
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'  %  How  odioQ*  is  it  to  make  rtfigion  llie  tool  of  poKcy  !  Abner 
kid  no  more  religion  than  most  minbters  of  state  have  $  yet  ho«r 
gody  does  he  talk  vrhen  he  would  gain  over  Israel.  He  had  no  q> 
gard  to  the  oracle  of  God  before  ;  buti  when  it  would  serve  his  turn, 
he  quoced  it,  and  urged  upon  tiie  people  a  regard  to  it'.  Who 
would  have  expected  to  bear  such  good  words  outof  Abner^s  mouth. 
He  showed  no  signs  of  godliness,  till  his  ambition  and  revenge  led 
kim  to  it.  Of  how  abominable  is  it  to  ctoak  selfish  views  wiUi  the 
Mme  of  God*  This  is  the  way  of  hypocrites  in  general,  fhey  have 
God  newr  to  tkeirmoutho,  but  it  Ufitrjrom  tkdt  t^houghf  to  honour 
and  obey  him.  Men  may  thus  be  deceived,  but  God  cannot :  the 
ktf/iocrke  hto  mtd  htueth. 

3.  How  vain  are  all  the  purposes  of  mortal  men  !  Abner  new 
tfiought  himsdf  of  themoat  conseqnense,  considered  himself  as  the 
Unge  upon  which  tiie  affiurs  of  Israel  tunied ;  that  he  had  influence 
enough  to  bring  about  a  great  revolution  ;  yet  he  was  not  secure 
of  his  own  lib  even  ibr  an  hour.  In  the  midst  of  his  towering  ex- 
pectations  he  died  by  the  hand  of  treachery,  a|id  all  his  deep  projects 
and  lugh  prospects  fell  at  once.  Hence  we  learn,  not  to  put  our 
trust  even  in  princes,  nor  to  be  too  confident  in  our  own  schemes  ; 
for  honour  is  but  a  vapour,  and  the  stoutest,  the  most  prmlenti  yca» 
the  best  of  men^  may  be  cut  off  on  a  sudden.  Let  us  labour  to  se« 
euro  something  that  cannot  be  taken  from  us  ;  be  firm  in  our  pur* 
poses  bt  God  and  rrfigion  i  relying  on  his  providence,  let  us  say  of 
the  Lmrdi  Btitm^  huckierandwy  MM^  in  Mm  villi  trust. 

4.  We  may  josdy  lament  the  &U  of  great  and  honourable  men, 
whatever  thehr  private  characters  may  be.  Abner  had  been  bithful 
to  Saul,  and  had  great  abilittea  for  public  services,  had  they  been 
wellempkiyed;  and  David  lamented  his  &li.  Honour  is  due  to  the 
remains  and  memory  l)f  a  man  of  vakmr  and  merit,  though  he  feared 
not  God.  But  we  should  especially  lament  the  fell  of  those  who 
are  truly  great*  great  in  the  sight  of  God  and  all  good  men.  Con»> 
ildering  die  toss  whioh  the  public  will  sustmn,  all  respect  is  due  to 
their  remains  i  thgrighttouif  ohaU he httdinrucriasiingtrmemhfwtcem 


u         ■   ■  ig 


CHAP.    IV. 

s 

Jk  nekith  wr  have  an  ateotmt  of  the  bai4qrcve  mwr4er  of  TMooketh^ 
and  the  fitmiehment  tf9he  trntdcrernby  ^ 


1  A  ND  wfMnSauTs^onkeai^tiialAfanerwasdBadittHeb. 
XJL  ron,  his  hands  were  feeble ;  hawing  Umt  his  eouneelloramh 
generalyhUefmu  and  courage  failed  Mm:  and  all  the  laraalUea 
were  troakkd*  ket  thetf  ehouid  he  embroiled innew  ware, 

S  And  Said's  son  had  two  men  [that  werel  captains,  of  band% 
iheeafdaine  ^  hie  guard  ;  pereane  of  hie  tribe,  vhom  he  hadad^ 
varied  and  traced  cori/kknee  in  :  the  name  of  the  one  [was] 
Ba^nh}  and  the  mtQie  of  the  other  Rcfihab,  the  tons  of  RimaM^ 


1 
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*  m  Beerothite,  of  the  chiMren  of  Benittnin  ;  (for  Becroth  dM 
9  was  rcckoMd  to  BeDJamift  :  And  the  Beerothites  fled  to  Gil- 
4  tMmi  and  were  sojouToers  there  until  this  dajr.*)    And  Joim« 

thaoi  Saul's  son,  had  a  son  [that  was]  lane  of  [Ms]  feet.  Ho' 
'    was  ftve  years  old  when  tlie  ti([fingf  <aaie  of  Saul  and  Jcnnathaii 

out  of  Jeareel,  Bi^  his  nnrse  took  htm'up>  and  Bed  t  and  i$ 

came  to  pass,  us  she  made  haste '^  flee,  that  he  fell  and  hebiino 
ft  lame.    And  his  name  [was]  Me{rfiiboshetih.t    And  the  sdis  of 

Rimmon  the  Beerochite,  Rechaband'Baanali^  went,  «nd  eamw 

dboQft  the  heat  of  the  dsf  to  the  house  of  Ishbosheth,  who  Hf 
^  OQ  a  bed  at  nooil>  mc^r^Bng  to  thi <utt^m4n  hot  eUmaie;    And 

they  came  thither  Into  the  midst  of  the  hoiise,  [aa  theligh]  tiicf 
'  VOold  have  fetched  wheat,  /Aor  l»,  e^mjbr  ike  4old!eny  tvAs  were 

wmMttiined  9$  the  king^e  tsiffien$e  g  M4  they  smote  hfan  vMiei^ 

*  Ibe  fifth  [rib  t]  and  Rechab  and  BaaniA  his  brother  escaped^ 
T  For  when  they  came  imb  the  honsei  he  lay  on  his  bed  in  his 
-     bedchamber,  and  diey  smote  hiM>  and  slew  him,  aifd  beheaded 

'  kio^  snd  took  his  head,  and  g«t  them  away  throug^h  the  plain 

all  mght.    J>fivt9  Abner  wm  deody  mtd  Ahboaketh^o  kingdom  m  m 

.     nnerimg  tUuaihTtj  oHtf  ha  Uttie  ht/ied  qfmhfiaffc&menf  from  hintf 

.  p  'they  t60k  thi$  tefi^  exfuith^  an  amfde  rew&rdfrom  fOmrid.  And 

fhey  iMimight  the  head  of  Ishbosheth  mito  Darid  to  Hebron^ 

*nd  said  to  the  kins^.  Behold  the  bead  of  Ishbo^th  the  son  of 

Saul  thine  enemy,  which  soo£;ht  thy  fife  ;  and  the  Loiin  hatb 

avenged  my  1^  the  kinj^  this  day  of  8i^,  and  of  his  seed4 

9      And  David  answered  Reehiib  and  Baanah  hH  brother,  the 

sons  of  Rinunon  the  Beerothite,  and  said  unto  them,*  [As]  the 

Lord  fivelh,  whO'  hath  redeeiaed  my  sotrt  out  of  aS  adversity,! 

K^  When  one  toM  me^  saying,  Behold,  Ssnl  is  dead,  thinking  to 

have  brought  good  tidingst  >  took  held  ef  him,  and  slew  him  in 

'      Zidag,  who  [thought]'  Uial  I  wooM  have  given  him  a  reward 

ft  fer  his  ticfi  ngs  :  How  mnch  more,  when  Wicked  aiien  have  shdn 

f      H  righteous  person,  %tko  hqstk  dome  them  Ho  wrongs  but'vae  their 

'    friend  ttnd  fiitronj  mnd  in  his  own  hoose  upon  hU  bed,  when  hk 

emoted  m  danger  f  shall  I  not  therefore  now  require   hii^ 

19  ttood  of  yonrhind,  and  take  ymi'snvsy  from tficr earth*?  Afai 

David  commanded  his  young  meU)  who  were  hie  gutirdoj  and 

they  slew  them,  o^  cut  dff  their  huids  and  their  feet,  and  hang* 

_  *  Tte  Benjaaiitci  poneftied  It ;  but  wbeo  Saul  wai  slain  tber  fled  to  Cittmipi«  and  tbe 
l^inwtiiUBtpowqwfcixfa;.  TMt  wm  Ibnaerlr  •  il»  of  tiM  OlbtoirfM.  (Mmm  fiiL  i«) 
Vfh*  MnrlDg  been  destroyed  by  Saul*  he  gpve  the  pty  to  hia  relatiana  j  and  it  u  rcnwrkaUe* 

tlMiitinmlaMSw<»aia  irtnatinl^MinaisiqiwriirlfcMMah<rtft  fbddafc'  Ut' 
iSibeeHctb.  wM  noy  oaiy  mrdme  yearattf  ag»;  nadbrlns  Utm,  was  not  llk^  to  ran  Ibr  ^ 

^fown»  Of  avenge  niB  widca  nwracr* 


t  TorecMMototiwtr  verHce.  they  pott  n«vSd  fn-mlnSfif  Sm4*^  cwnltr  and  imiiCliBft 
•rhim*  wfiidtthryMrevencedonlMaaen;  and  Impodently  add.  lA*  Ifird  hmih  mvenieJ  th^ 
tini,  whm  It  wat  tbfir  own  pHtie  ami  anibition.   Ood  hadfbrUdden  all  treacberr  and  nnnder. 


kini,  whm  It  wat  tbfir  own  pHtie  ami  anibition.   Ood  hadfbrUdden  all  treacberr  and 
•iSr  tW^  itaeMod  It  w^  MdignatTon.  ~ 

f  Bn¥ldbe«e  txytvuc*  hit  imtiaide  toOtat  Ibr  hft  dcfiTvadnct  \  mA  lnthniS!!n«  Aat  he 


•eedcd  no  widked  acta  foe  bU  preeervation  and  advancement  t  he  then  rrvinda  ihtm  of  what 
he  dtd  CO  tlie  Amalehfte .  wbo  ilew  Saal  at  hh  own  detire*  Ma  when  he  was  woondeo.    Proba- 

Ht  ih«y  faadhenrd«rtbb»  bntthonste  omdwQsMaitfSMaibf  ti  ni»  whcrtuNa  asiBivw» 

and  aoribe  lord't  ttoMUcdi 
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.     ^ .  lip  over  the  pocdttHebnAfM^/nitocA^^yi^M^^/y 

Am  odMrrcnef  ^  the  mcihn.    But  they  took  die  head  df  Ishbo^ 

'•lieUi,  and^lmried  £kl  in  the  Bqpulchre  of  Abner  in  Hebron,  m 

0€fudckr€  i/kick  JDtadd  htfi  mtde  f  •  kmnar  tkt  memory  ^Alfngr^ 

REFLECTIONS, 

• 

1.  ^nnB  E  unhappy  accklept  which  ha|)pened  to  IMephiboalrtii^ 

JL  may  remind  us  of  the  dangers  to  i^hich  infants  ate  e3cpoa'  • 
•d,  and  should  make  us  thankful  for  the  iise  of  our  1itnbs«  His 
nurse  apprehended  the  Philistines  would  seek  for  him)  and  sbe  fled 
&i  a  fright*  and  di^ppod  her  charge.  To  such  accidetts  are  fittie 
tees  exposed  ;  nor  are  the  chiMtren  of  great  and  good  men  free 
from  such  dangers^  What  .reason  h^ye  we  %Dt  be  thankful  for  all 
«ur  near  escapes  from  death,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  bones  ; 
that  none  of  them  ^  broken^  or  rq^dered  useless,  or  less  uaefol 
tium  they  otherwise  would  have  been.  It  is  God  who  faoUs  us  u^ 
from  the  womb,  wil  preserves  u$  through  the  feeble  and  danger- 
ous state  of  hrfjmcy  \  aU  cw  ^one^  theM&^ ^Ao^  WhoUUkt 
ipito  thefi  O  Lord  ! 

3«  Let  the  reoottectfon  of  God*s  kindness  to  usy  prevent  usfrooa 
ta^p:  aiiy  unlawful  methods  for  our  own  security  and  advancca»catt 
or  bemg  pleased  with  others  who  do  it  for  us.  David  depended  upon 
God,  atid  found  him  kind  fmdfaithfoL  He  would  not  be  behdden 
to  any  man,  especially  when  taking  such  unjustifiable  methods  So 
^rve  hini.  Tnqse  who  bare  observed  the  divine  care,  and  ae^ 
ilelive(«nce  from  hnven,  need  not  the  aid  of  treachery :  M  timt  he» 
UrvtthvMnotmak^haUe. 

S.  Wn  may  observe  the  rigliteotts  judgment  of  God  oo  treacli* 
cry  and  villany.  Little  did  oiese  captains  think  that  d^^th  would 
be  the  reward  for  their  intelligence  s  yet  their  evil  dc^ngs  weve 
turned  |ipon  their  own  heads.  God  abhors  bloody  and  deceitful 
inen>  and  they  should  have  no  coohtenance  from  us.  Such  will  far 
the  case  of  those  who  think  to.senre  the  cause  of  Chrisi,  the  son  of 
David,  by  war  mnd  persecution,  by  fraud  and  rapine  ;  who,  under 
colour  of  seligioD,  murder  princes,  break  solemn  contracts,  and  act 
deceitfully  and  treacherously.  <But,*  as  Mr.  H&vby  obaemes» 
*  however  nsen  may  canonise  such  methods  of  serving  Christ  and 
the  catbofic  church,  Christ  will  let  them  know  anUher  day»  that 
christUnity  was  not  mtended  to  destooy  humanity  ;  and  that  those 
who  tlunk  thus  to  merit  heaven,  Motf  not  t$cafie  the  dammtim  ifMtf 
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tktvidU  dnobuedl^  tiy  dl  Arad;  ke  takt9  Jfrumlem  $  mnd  ear^ 
.     fws  an  «  snceev^^  wor  mgahut  the  PkHiHinee* 

t  npHEN«ame«iiioi«edbrty9MaU  the  tribes  oF  Israel,  to 

JL    David  unto  Hebron,  and  spake,  saying,  Behold,  we  [arej 

thy  bone  and  thy  flesh*  ThkwtmmsTm99mwk9tk€yMkoM9k99M 
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Acm,  iOid  ft  ftn^  that  he  imw  qudt^fied  ^  lfW|  ^eir^  Mii  qfihdt 
%  brethren,    Ako  iii  time  pasty  when  Seal  whs  king  over  us»  thott 
4    WMt  he  tbmt  feddest  out  «iid  brottgfatest  in  Istnid:  and  the 
liORD  said  tothee.  Thou  ahalt  feed  mf  people  Israel,  and  thou 
ahalt  be  acaplatnover  Israel ;  the  atronge^t  rtOMon  vftn  the  divine 
de9^pfiatianj  that  he  9houidfeed^  thai  iaytnle  and  govern  leraeiy 
9  tsad  vfotch  aver  them^  a*  a  Mhefihcrd  aver  Mejlpcin.    So*  aU  tho 
elders  of  Israel  came  to  the  king  to  Hebron  ;  th^  ambas94dor9f 
ikaving  met  with  such  ajavourable  recefUian^  mute  their  report^ 
and  the  leading  men  of  authority  in  every  triSe  came  to  make  him 
king  :  and  king  David  made  a  league  with  .them  in  Hebron  be- 
fore the  Lord,  to  govern  them  justly  and  kindly^  according  to  the 
lav  tf  Godf  and  they  to  obey  him  cohetantly  andfidthfully^  accord*^ 
ing  to  that  lai»  :*  and  the3r  anointed  David  king  over  Israel  a, 

4  third  time.f    David  [was]  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  ta 

5  reign,  [and]  he  reigned  forty  years.  In  Hebron  he  reigned 
over  Judah  seven  years  and  uSl  months  :  and  in  Jerusalem  be 
reigned  thirty  and  three  years  over  all  Israel  and  Judah. 

And  now^  being  niCh  a  numeroua  army^  and  luffing  a  valiant 
commander^  and  their  afiirite  raiaed  by  thi§  firincely  enttrtainmeni^ 

P  they  were  reaotued  to  undertake  eome  great  atcfdevement  ;  And. 
the  king  and  his  men  went  to  Jerusalem  uiito  the  Jebusites,  ^e 
inhabitants  of  the  land  4  vhich  spake  unto  Djtvid,  saying,  £z* 
cept  thou  Uke  aWay  the  blind  and  the  tame,  thou  shalt  not 
come  in  hither  :    thinking  David  cannot  come  in  hither.il 

7  Nevertheless  David,  notwithstanding  all  this  boastings  took 
the  strong  hold  of  Zioli :  the  same  [is]  the  city  of  David  i 

S  he  called  it  afier  his  own  name.  And '  Da^id  said  on  thi^  day^ 
Whosoever  getteth  up  lo  the  gutter,  and  amiteth  the  Jebu«test 
ahd  the  lame,  and  the  blind  [that  are]  hated  of  David's  soul,  [he 
shall  t>e  chief  andcaptain  :*]  wherefore  they  said,  Tbe  blind  and 

9  the  lame  shall  not  come  into  thie  house.t    So  David  dwelt  in 

*  Ttti«  was  done^enre  the  Lord ;  tbey  teond  theusel^n  by  cbit  lolenn  Ie«gt«*  hf  ncrt* 
Cee»  and  »pptfU  to  God*  who  win  laore  inuBcduitdy.preaaic  in  checoi^egatioii  «f  Itrasl. 


t  The  firR  time  waaonlj  adnigiiation  to  theofioe.  and  wai  don*  privatrly,  (r  Sam.  xvL 
•>)  the  tecoodt  only  ovvr  the  tribe  of  Judak$  (ch.  ii.  4.)  (hit  third,  over  all  Ismei  He  wat 
firobftbly  amotiiteit  by 'the  htghprieAl  aiid  we  read  1  Chron.  xil.  thst  tt|iwMrdit>f  titfer  hudred 
ami  forty  tKraniid  came  togettMS*  00  tkU  occaiioiij  and  feast«l  be&>re  th^  king*  with  twal 
magnlficefice*  for  three  days. 

f  Part  of  this  land  belonfflnir  to  the  tribe  of  Ibdah.  was  taken  before,  tjuint  i.  &)  bat  die 
•tToagm  part,  belonprinff  to  the  trUie  nf  Bei^aniln,  wasitot  taken  till  now.  Judges  i.  ai.  aix«' 
CO,  II.  j9ihHa  xvi.  63.  David  IntendinfC  to  make  thU  his  capital/  aott  ttir  centre  of  anity*  d*> 
termincd  to  attack  tt,  and  summoned  tbe  city  to  torrendet,  according  tb  the  law  of  God» 


SoiQie.wrUeQaiii^ckie.  thatthur«ibn.ttUtbcsrn||«0Mgtkof  dMari ^ 

lad  needtmty  m  net  up  dke  lame  and  the  blind  to  defend  theta.  Bat  thb  is  an  improbable 
sense,  because  David  calls  them  the  iiated  ^f  hit  iW.  to  distinguish  between  ^cm  and  Uie 
Jebusltes,  ts  a  It  rarher  refers  to  thelrjdpls,  siHIcK  diey  had  set  oa  their  walls,  as  the  pidla- 
dlum  or  statue  of  Dallas,  on  the  w;ins^MYor.  TheUrarlites  were  near  nelghboort*  apd 
David  and  his  pro}»le  might  have  cilird  these  idols  in  cootemiJt,  the  tame  and  the  Uindt  wAs 
had  eyts,  hvtcwid  mtf  see 4  ^nd  hands,  ha  tnUd  mf  handk  t  ahd  fi^»  hut  cwedd  mt  «a4^ 
They  retOfet  imon  David  in  th4fir  turn,  for  his  reiMoach  upnn  their  tdlgien ;  y»  \f  they  harl 
aald.  As  blind  as  they  are«  they  have  eyes  to  wauh ua^  aod  as  laiB« ■•  tiMgr  are*  they  hanre 
bandi  to  defend  tts. 

/  When  tlK  sfeMnltwasmaAu  heaaid.at  I  ehrmuiA.  d.  Whetott-mittthtkajehutitegltpa, 

jfiall  te  chief  and  cattain,  and  let  him  threni  intQtharutter,  or  ditcb^  the  lame  emd  Aa  mmd^ 
Chat  Ii,  thraw  down  their  idol  gods  1  and  Joab  did  this  to  regain  David's  fhvoiir. 

t  Or.AMMif«  thifhad  said,  ^^hUndmtd^tke  Itfm/^hall  fcinderMfn.  10  that  ht  shatt^  U 
mih  f  take  the  feri,  that  is,  our  idol  gods  shall  prevent  him.  Others  Chlok  it  ccJBtrt  to  tte 
}ebusitcs»  whobsinf  atttopid  MdwosektiaitlMir  ldols«hiidMldMi 
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91  xxviii.  3U)  And  therp  they  left  their  images,  which  4hey  tar^ 
tied  about  mth  them  a»  their  guards  and  protectors^  and  David 
and  his  men  burned  theni)  according  to  the  command  t^  G^d. 

%2  And  the  Philistines  came  up  yet  again  ro  recover  their  godag 
probcAly  vdth  some  Jfresh forces^  or  other  nations  confederate  «dsft 

S0  them^  and  spread  themselves  in  the  valley  of  Rephaim.  And 
when  David  inquired  of  the  LoROy  he  said.  Thou  shalt  not  go 
up  :  tbut]  fetch  a  compass  behind  them,  and  come  upon  tbeni 
aver  against  the  mulberry  trees  %  though  he  had  just  gidntd  sudb 

S4  a  victory^  yet  he  would  not  go  mthout  God's  order.  And  let  it 
be,  when  thoa  hearest  the  sound  of  a  goti^,  Hke  the  noise  qfeha^ 

•  riots  axid  horsemen^  in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  treesi  that  tfaett 
,  thou  ahalt  bestir  th|rielf ;  &r  then  shall  the.  I^oan  go  out  before 

25  thee,  to  smite  the.  host  of  the  Philistines.  And  David  did  so»  asi 
the  Loan  had  commanded  him  $  and  smote  the  Philistines  fitm 
Geba  until  thou  come  to  Gazer,  to  the  very  borders  ^  their  tmn 
country.  fVe  are  told,  1  Chron.  xiv.  17.  the  eff^ect  which  thi^had^ 
hisfimit  went  ^irwgh  all  nations^  and  his  fear  fell  upcn  thenu 

REFLECTIONS. 

I*  \]\7'  ^  ^^T  ^^^  observe,  that  God  makes  khigs  for  thr 
V  V  sak«  of  mankind,  and  not  men  for  the  sake  of  kingii 
God  made  David  king,  and  exalted  his  kingdom  for  his  people  Isracfm 
aoie.  So  king  David  thought ;  and  happy  would  it  be  were  dl 
kings  of  the  same  raind  ;  woiiM  they  but  consider  that  they  are 
the  ministers  of  God  for  the  good  of  matikind  ;  that  this  is  the  end 
of  their  appointment;  and  that  the  pursuit  of  this  end  is  tb^ 
greafdiAy,  and  the  attaining  of  it  their  true  g:k>ry.  How  different 
are  these  from  the  sentiments  of  many  kings !  They  seem  t* 
think  that  their  subjects  are  made  for  them  to  tyrannize  over  and  to 
fleece  them.  Kings  are  appointed  as  shephei^s  to  feed  and  mle  ; 
not  to  be  the  tyrants,  but  the  guardians  of  ^eir  people.  Let  us 
pray  that  all  kifigs  may  think  and  att  thus  ]  and  be  thankfol  ^ 
ire  find  that  our  own  does  so. 

2.  The  counsel  qfOcdy  that  shall  stand.  What  a  gnsat  many  hin* 
drances  were  there  to  David's  settlement  on  the  throne  !  He  had 
aome  competitors,  and  for  a  long  time  great  disaffection  prevailed 
among  the  people  ;  yet  all  were  broken  through  ;  God  determined 
that  David  should  rule,  and  at  length  brought  It^abont.  Faithful  ic 
he  who  hath  promised,  and  able  to  effect  whatsoever  he  hath  foretoldf 
l^owever  unlikely  it  may  appear  to  us. 

3.  In  any  settlement  or  advancement,  so  &r  from  being  secure^ 
let  us  rather  expect  trouble  and  molestation.  David  was  rich,  had  m 
numerous  army,  was  settled  in  a  strong  fort»  had  wivaa  and  children 
about  htm,  was  never  ao  oomforuUe  and  happy  before,  and  seem« 
kigly  quite  secure.  Thjen  came  the  Philbtines,  who  had  taken  nO 
advantage  of  the  <Kstrac(ed  atate  of  Israel  befoife  ;  but  now,  when 
least  eacpectod,  they  made  a  formidable  attack.  In  every  agreeable 
scene  or  Isfoi  we  should  expect  alteration,  and  net.  be  confident  $ 
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Ar  tMs  U  m  chanfpnig  worid,  aadlie  viia  esqpects  least  from  it^it 
8k«ly  to  be  most  happy  in  it  ...  j   . 

.  4.  We  may  ntitty  that  God's  grace  la  necessary  to  quicken  our 
^Mdeavottrs.  WJien  the  wund  w  fttrcened  in  the  muikcny  trees,  then 
'ke^ithr  ^thffsefp,  We  are  not  to  sit  sdll,  and  dQ  nothingr,  under  pre- 
tence of  dependence  upcn  divine  aasistance.  -,  but  aCtod  Co  the  mo- 
tiont  of  God*s  profideneef  foxt  the  influence  of  iiis  spirit  When 
God  j^oes  beforoy  we  should  gird  up  our  loinst  and  follow  hiM. 
Wherefore  let  us  fier^  oui.  out.  awn  ^ohatim  vnth/ear  and  frcnt^ 
kUni^  S  fixr  ii.u  Chd  iMi  nmrkfUk  i^.M*-^  wUlffnd  $q^ dQgjfhU  own 


^M^^^^^'*^^^^ff'""*rTpS 
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t)avid*9  design  to  bring  ufi  the  ark  is  defeated ;  hU  second  Uttemjtt 
Jirtrves  succe^Jid  and  honourable  ;  61^  his  joy  is  iihated''kf  tik  iii 
temper  and  (lerversensss  of  Ids  vftfe*  ,    '   "* 

I     AGAIN,  David  ^tfcef ed  together  all  [the]  ffhcMen  [iKien) 

JlA.  of  Tsrael)  thirty  thoi^nd,  to  whom  he  nmde  a  juto^ostd  of 

Mn^ing  ufi  the  ark^  which  had  dfrn  much  negteCted  ^  SnuTt 

,  S  ttme.'^    Andl^avid  arose,  and  Wem  with  )dl  (he  people  thttk 

,  t were]  with  him  from  Baale  of  IvLdHYiy  o^^  Bdaiah^  that  is^  Kir^ 

jatkjearim ;  to  bring  up  from  ihence  the  ark  6f  Cod,  whosi 

name  is  called  by  the  name  of  ^he  Loan  of  hosts,  that  dwelleth 

[between]  the  chcrubims  ;  or^asinl  ChroA,  xfii.  6.  wShtfi&mme 

p  is, coifed  on  it.  ^    And  tbcy  set  the  ark  of  God  upo«i  a  new  eart, 

and  brought  it  out  of  the  house  of  Abinadab  that  [was]  in  Gibe- 

'      ah  :  and  Uzzah  and  Ahio,  the  sons  of  Abinadab,  drave  the  new 

4  cart.t  And  they  brought  it  out  of  the  house  of  Al^nadab  which 
[was]  at  Gibeah^  accompanying  the  ark  of  God':  and  Ahio 

5  went  befere  tlie  ark.  And  David  and  all  tiie  hou^  of  TsradI 
played  before  the  Lorb  on  all  tnanner  of  [instrusnenta  fliade*  of] 
fir  wood,  even  on  harps,  and  on  psalteries,  and  on  timibrefey  «nd 
tn  comets,  and  on  cymbols.f 

6  And  when  they  came  to  Nachoh's  threshing  floor,  Uzzah  put 
forth  [his  hand]  to  the  ark  of  dod,  and  took  hold  of  it ;  far  the 

'  t  oxen,  by  reason  0/ their  stnmbHng^  shook  [it]  And  the  angcb*  of 
the  LoftD  was  kindled  against  Uzzah ;  laid  God  smote  him 
there  for  [his]  error,  or  roshnes9;  and  there  he  <fied  bf  the  ark 

^thvul'sliean  wat  Mnisdi  letvpon t6!f,that%e«oiM  siH  iMi Ua  a»lli<aiiMiS xflMe 
mr  It,  Pm/«  cxxkU.  ITie  people  cbecrftillr  conscnn^  tm'fUmpnfmt^  i  and  ft  noble  MtcaiMy 
vascoQveoedU  concudag  of  thirty  thotoand  chirf  men,  berfde  a  fftttt  aoltltade  cT  cooiraoa 
T«opl« ;  r(^>MblyltKtatU»e  fhwt'^uSieniade*,  1 0ftrM.iMi  i<«H' 

^  fTMt  was  contrary  to  die  law,  wMdira^raa^heai  to  cmv  It  «it)iclrshMSdert.  ths 
ffwiteiMi  had  done ••«  t  Sam,  ▼!.  11.  and  tber  thnoKbt  thcr  ausfat  do  the  tamei  their  seal 
•Bade  them  hasty  andinconiiderate.  Tht  ark  had  hceh  fbrty  tlx  ytairs  III  nbeeonty,  perhapt 
""  "   rohnhly  thngtwinatmprieataowUyina  whn^fciJ.Win  UtmaonrtdL 


I  It  itrroUHe  he  vomposed the  ibur  ti|Mr«ite  I9lc  MPif « 
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^-  i*  of  CM.^    And  Dunfid  Ms  iiiipletse^  bf^trnt  4li«  UmM^  hm 
made  a  breach  upon  Unsah  ;  he  vmt  detpfy  grmird  ii$  «0^  oM:^ 

he  called  the  name  «f  thie  places  FeresoAsahy  /Aa/  i$^^ikfikfii^QiB^ 

^  ^  ItecA,  ti^  thift  da^rw    Atid  Daivid  vms'sfraid  of  Uie-XiOR9>ihtt 

dlif)  atid  said)  How  shall  theark  of  the  liOB&  ^dme  to  ma  ^  ke 

W  frdvM.    I  Sol)afid'woiiki<|iot'r«iiio«a'the  ark^f  th*  lio»p  \iiitD 
*      him  teto  tile  tilf  of  Datml  i   but  David  iavried  at  aside  into  \hh 

housd^of '  Ohededon  tlle.  Cil|ilB)'a  JLttritis  UfAd  «fiu/%  rcetived 

it  J  knotmng  tke  ork  vttiM  a  §qfe  an4  hanourubU  guMis  if  trwmi^ 
1 1  ndth  due  reafiect ;  he  therefbre  bid  it  welcome.  And  the  ark  of 
'^  tHe  CioHB *^c6nthiue<nn  "the  h6«k^^ IsrOh^^^leaoiRy  «h«  X^lfHte  tin«k 

months  :  and  the  Lor9  l^essa^  Qbededom,  and  all  hit  house* 

hold,  he  had  a  great  intf'eh^e  of  tattle  and  com. 
Ji9  ..  Aodit  was  t<^d  king  David,  saying,  th^  Lord  hath  blessed 
:'  ^  jjiie^ouse  of  Obededotn,  atvd  sdt  that  [t>ertaitieth]  unto  him,  he* 

cause  oFftie  ark  of  God.t    So  David  went  and  brought  up  the 

ark  of  God  from  the  house  of  Obededom  Ihtb'  thd  h\iy  of  Dsvid 

fi  .wltb^l^9S8i     And  it  was  [so»]  that  wheat  they  )hat  bare  t|ie 

^w    sA  of  ^ho  I^a^  had  gone  six  paces,.and  ^aw  thqt-iherjyagjs  no 

i\  ,{/ttn§^f  im  9fium&ci^  oxen  and.  iaUings,  to  atone  for  their  ^ast 

l4\/a¥l^md4fk  t/lffnl^uhiew  to  Qodfor  hie  goodneoa,.-    AndX>avid 

V.  danced  Wore  the  Loap  with  all  [bis]  might ;  and  Davjc).  ^^as] 

)5  £»rd»d  with  p  Unan  epii^^j)    .So  David  and  aJJ  the  iiouse  af  Is« 

'  rael  hroiight  up  the  arkl.^f  irhe  Loa,n  with  shoutin(|;»  and  with' the 

%^  sound  of.thfitruudpiet^  \  4^(1  as  the  ark  of  ^etxan  cam^  int* 

I  iho  «iit]i  «f  D»tid»  )Miclia)  Sail's,  da^uftbter  looked  thi*ough  a  win* 

.  .dow»  tiad  si^w  kuPir«P^v4  ^P^f^S^  ^  d^i^ciog  beiiore  ibiLpan ; 
V  .findiSh^.des^Mdbll^  inMe^-hqut;  9^$hfmeifiome  qf.her/ath* 

. .  <f!*s  9/ikM%  WWw*W '  '4f/  }Diruid  degra(^4  bimieff  ,ify  h^ingf^ 
u    ld9toimampntt^aml4iiinc^  A^ore^thefiepfile,  . 
tZ     'Atkd  ^DMsyi  bought  99^  me  ^r)c  of  ,the  Los^n^  »Dd.$ietit.ili  hi$ 

:•  placiiSi  iu  tbf^.iiud^^  %f  the  taberoafile  tba^t.pjiyid  had  p^tct^ed  for 

t  '«jt  t iW*  tlt^  .9kt  (Qhernoitley  t^qt  vras  gofic  much  to  decay^^  cXfefit 

some  <^the  cwtaina  ;  and  t)avid  ofilpxed  ^uvf4  ofierings  ap'd  J^ce 

.  offiai^ings  bfibretho  Loasv  he  madp  HufiJuiicationB  Jfbr.ktn^c^ap4 

\^*tiiit*fif(fpk* '  ApdiM*soon  as»  David  had  m^de  ^n  end,  of  ofiering 

;^  kmt  oSeriogs  and  peace  oflferipgs,  he  blessed  tke  people  i^  t)ie 

.r  .Jiain^^rfl^beLaM^of  hp^S|/ir(xy^c//or/i*f2>/irflCtf^  j 

* :  >«a9M^  Q^  4Ai^..ocff9«f^  J^  Jmndred  arid  d^ty  stjcon^  fi^aim  ^«  fonin 


*  VMih  "^ma  nwri^  t»  UauM.  mbeaout  know tbat  none  vereto  touch  It. bat  the  srifst«. 
Vfon^aui  of.tkatli.  Per]u«|»thiB  ^i^'Vf^  tJU$  wtv  of  c»rry  in)?  it,  aitd  Gotl  awmllt  t>unisSed  hioi 
for  hi«  pr<iBP^R|»fH  kf  in«kUig  >u»*ti'e  a  sacrificed  tn  the  honour  of  the  Mosaic  fpstitiiti^n>  ;ir4 
Co  recover  a  reverence  for  the.  arik  ^JkA  Uicrfi  U  oo  reason  to  ccnufluds  that  h<»  woultl  be  mu/^ 

rdd>le  herealter  on  .thU  account.  '  ' 

•  .  ■  •  ^ 

^   ^  frooi  hence  they  ^re  lr4  to  hot)«  that  God  ^rast-tfcoAdled  to  th^io-     See  t  Chretu  s% 
1—^.  J  3«-^   Tbfey  urere.i^osible  ^  ttubir  fofmer  crrt>r,  atxd  rckol^ed  hofco  tifpnt  1%. 


I  Thie  wm»  as  huaottijftlcnilBrtm,  btinsiNHt'Or  th«  frtett^  «cntfc  {  aad  bf  wearinf  ii> 
lie  expressed  h|ff  yiVswass  to  awear  as  the  qiraoest  <.ervani  of  God.  So  treat  v/m  hir,  pif  ^f> 
«re  on  this  occasion,  t&t  in'  fte  DelgM  Of  hit  "^r^tloK,  and  th*  ^auMli  of  hh  trar licd«k  ha 
jpapcd  sr  tec^Hv  joj  ^  ia4i(  wiis  »  nr^  naiorA)  utjimiitft  ol;  tht  s'tamcu  «i  it«  ^ 
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^  'f$nfi4md ''Wtfg.  X  Ai)4  lift  .4idMiRHii«g  atl  ik^  pQopfe»  [«ven] 
X  afifltfng  thfi.«whi^U.«A^Mt3id»  pi  I«nt#l9  aa  well  to  the  i^romea  tm 
•-  ^Tp^n  to  efei^^Qnea  «»k»o{i>r«adi  md-agood  pie6e.{of  Aesh^ 
«jn V .Md« flagon  Lof  v.Hfina.]  $^. all  %be  pe^^ci^arted every  0fie.l* 
t  <  J^ipi JMMiPQi  hig^§J^f%(ff4^vfUh,(hp  MM»«y,iE7i4  munificence  oftlmr 
«       prwce*  ...,►, 

<M     T4i6i9  DaiMMliHiimdr  ^  Mc«a  )iU  houaebpldi  /o  ^nq/  w>t&  /Am 

^T  HVf^:  And  Mic^^h^  i^iutbtitr  <>f  Saul  oan^out  to.mfwt  David» 
«,  and  paidy  Hq»  glori^^ufk  iKa^  tha  idag  of  (irael  to  day^  who  un- 
,  t-  ^  4Df  eied  htiiisfilf  to  4|iar:  in  .the  ^f  ea  of  th«  bandmaida  of  hia  sen- 
/>  *{vaiftih  ^  <»i^  of'  tte  wn  bl^s  ahwnalessly.uDcpvareth  him* 
411  .self  1*  Aq4  D9^'9^mif»  Miohalf  [ii  waa]  before  the  Loao^ 
».v  twhi€h.clio80iiK^f^o9Pvth7  fiaher,  ai^  baliNrtailhUhauaey  to 
appoint  me  ruler  over  the  people  of  the  Loroi  over  Israels 

ei|l^:lb«r<%«^W.^/P)^M<>P^  ;tliv9i  ]UoiM»-  »Alid  I  wiU  yet  be  mme 
.-*-vHe4haii^llfiip»>r9^>diPnll  Whose  in  miBOfr^i^^  and  o£  the 

.'I    iQiud«arvaiita>arhjk^thoik'h«at  spoken  ofr of  thein  shall  I  be  ba4 
'ftSr'AhoB^uK.t  'TMeri^<^i«i  miae9mmi^qfM§fir<mdffieiukmt,  onf 
-t*  vt«V9d^4fbm^  MMwa^tho«daMgbtoV'Of  S^u  no  <^hild.  unnil 

W0«  aperwn  0/ the  k^fi^i-^kfftklfr'mdJiet  $on  vmM  prJknUff 
Aey#  ^^ncMr-Ui^.  ^rom^i    «  -r   - 


^  •» 
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T.  •  nr^  E*  tetilW  df  fli*  afk  fh)m  <:(bs^urtty,  and  the  rtnMti^  dt 
'- ^  '"SL  '  ^^>d%  {mhtte'  orattifl<5^9  ttftd  irotHhip,  ate  occasioin  of 
]^at ^y  fb^all  pitnft  ]i>66pfe.  'Dltvld  #as  Aot  easy  till  he  bad  coDh- 
^iVrt^'Md  eicecuted'  ac^me  seh^e  to  btin^  hoihe  the  ark ;  all 
i^iiel  ^ietfr)fWlly  cdnctifred^  ted  the  cki*^mdny  ymA  peHbftned  vnA 
ffrikt^jof .  It  ts  h  gfi^t  happittdiis't6  a  f^ation,  When  the*  restHdnu 
WpimS  "^or^hi^  di^tkk^h  dflT,  ^nd  when  Xht  chit  powet^aupporli 
¥m  ^encotti^^es  r^^;  We^iMild  ht  thankfol  fbr  the  t«tind 
^f  rie^etted^ord^lMeJI/  '^Wfattf  religkm  it  openly  and  Apeely  prd^ 
fe«sl^d/attd'hiidlriYet>Qttttin«,  ft  ib  deservedly  ttiatterof  th^  gr^te^l 

'  ^.  'nieawftilstdryof'TiJizilh'^' death,  should  teach  tis  to  rerett 
*lrrk:e  ^  Mb^'t  fiij^h,  t»  sp^k  hdriotitttMy  of  hiYn  iknd  his  worship! 
tod'sho#th«  greatest  rie^pif(*tt6»%h&tever  relates  td  him  or  his  seic 
nee.    It  is  an  awful,  illustration  of  that  truthi.  J  mil  be  MtttifiM  ik 

»  •  t  » 

'••  •'  MMttrti«iildaeestar%o»rttiro»eVi(vUlli|«rt«m,  aet#«iitMtc»|HMMBi.  wAiookA 

Mhlic  9ppaRapit7  to  cxpoae  him.  and  herself*  monr.^  Xr  tbockc^ber  fri4e  to  ie«  h«r  luMban4» 
ibe  IdiTf  df  hrael.  dnarintrtf  hlmsrtr  <6;  potrinff  dr  Hb  Myal  r6M>»  |«ii^>[rh;K  tfce  m<it»» 
'•ciposlngluaiiwlf  torrcryriil  wh»w«iitfDt«e  eke  iiraatMoa.' at  Mijr  vite  fet1oir»  thar 
klost  a)l  sens*  of  decency  and  shame.  Thh  was  a  very  unjast  atwriion  ttpOn  navid.  iind  lid 
lit  k  pMiptt  to  «ik*  dovn  b^  iirtda^'W  pd«t«n«  her  Iti  ftund  tkkt  0«B  IttS  r^ettett  h^ 
r,  widchMen  Jhim  tabckiag;  aivt  therefore  hecottki  arrcr  do coo.snch  to  c^vrcss  hiy 

.  .Y  Avifbt  h«l  wtkh  "*  Imitai^rbrint  dfteotor^pidr  f  witlflO  on  in  ie^ok  «otfitf«i»tDo«ieaa 
•D  stoop  to  Jor  God't  Ikononr  ;  aod  Instead  ofl>einr  sUebce^.  1  thai!  bo  Honoured  bv  the  people ; 
«eri«Ml  «WnV  hetttr  bT ihe  fbrmy  •mMlItv'MrtoOs  Koi  i  *ni  oilttds  arcoont  I  vilUe  tht 

jtfceaiof  cb^pcsnohttoM  UJUI4U  )!9w  rnuii^  ttl  n^ 
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^S  them  that  drivttf  nigh  unto  me^  and  htfo/re  oU  ^ke  fieij/de  T^M  '^0 
ghrijed,  U2zah*s  mtentioi&  wfui  g^od,  biit'th«  iK^tibli  wttft  bifel.  Jm 
all  iHiitters  of  worship  we  should  keep  etose  to  our  nilet  vevei^iMMr 
Ood'ft  sanctttsryi  tmd  not  be  raBknuilk  our  wumth^  to  tilterum^  iking 
befiyre  the  Isord  ;  bi>t  since  God  fs  holjf  «iid  jetloaai  we  tlimild  «ervc 
him  with  reverence  and  godty  fear, 

'  S.  Let  us  learri,  tfom  ffie  dtsftiflle  ftfOIWffegofa,  W  give  the^Mk 
•  heartf  reception  into  our  houses,  as  the  way  to  secure  God*^  bless* 
sng^.  Let  us  set  up  the  worship  of  God  there,  and  mvite  hhn  to 
idwell  with  us.  He  is  a  good  guest^  ahd  all  about  us  wiU  fiire  the 
belter  for  htm.  The  greatest  men  shouldnotthink  this  below Hieiii 
^paTid  acted  as  his  own  chaphdn^  and  Messed  his  housdiold.  It  is 
the  highest  honour  to  worship  God  ;  and  another  day  he  will  Wftb 
those  who  sincerefy  do  so,  IVeH  done^  good  andjkithful  ^ervunts^ 
tnteryehitothejo^tfifQia^Lord, 

'  4.  A  good  use  is  madeof  divine 'jtrigfttents,  when  we  wretrougbit 
to  repentance  and  t^fbtmattdn  by  Ihtm,  We  should  iear  them  our* 
eeives,  as  Dai4d  did,  and  rectify  ^mr  errors  f»  soon  as  we  aw  see* 
siUeoftheYh.  Afflictidiis  answer  the  design  intended  by  them^  ff 
fh«f .  promo^  humiltty  foi*  whM  i#  ainifts,  and  d6uble  our  care  to 
))fease  God  and  keep  dose  to  the  mte  of  dutv.  Sefire  /wm  Mffiieied 
yfwenla^ira^^butntmlkmvekff^^fhi^^o&ra, 

5.  There  is  reason  to  lament  that  tliis  wv^hyy  pbns  inaih*  was 
yoked  to  a  termagant,  an  iUnatured  woman.  Michal,  Da^vid's  wife^ 
ftrst  scomefl  him  in  her  heart  ^  and  #hefi  be  came  home  to  Ueia 
Kis  household,  scolded  him,  and  pi^Iicly  called  him  a  fool  aiui  • 
lihanelesi^  leHow^  This  wa»  bigUy  ungr«t€fiil  lo  Davidf-aAiirY the 
affection  he  ha4  shown  her,  and  the  terms  he  had  made  toiimttg 
Jher  back:  ht  would  not  accept  theerown  without  her*.  It  w«a 
kigbly  impradent  to  censure  her  husband  in  that  public  way  ;  and 
iNghly  impious  to  reproach  him  for  bis  ^ty  ^d  devotion^  Her 
charge  was  absolutely  false,  for  the  story  shows,  that  being  gifdej 
with  a  linen  ephod,  there  was  ncv^hing  indecent  ia  bis  dreis  wber 
Imriour.  We  may  justly  retort  her  wurdsaadaay,  *  How  glorious 
was  the  king  of  IsraeFs  wife  whet^  she  made  such  a  foolish  and  un» 
godly  speech  V  Poor  David  I  after  all  his  zeal  and  jof  ,  to  meet 
with  such  a  reception  at  home  !  See  to  what  lengths  pnde  and 
passion  will  lead  persons.  Let  all  guard  their  hearts,  and  not  ten* 
9ure  others  for  devout  and  pious  practices.  And  especially  kt  ererf 
wife  9ee  that  eke  reverence  her  hmktndf  and  noi  ^fieak  utmtiviaedlj/ 
waith  her  tongue,  » 

6.  We  may  learn,  from  the  example  of  David,  what  use  to  make 
€f  those  reproaches  which  men  throw  upon  us  for  our  religion. 
l.et  us  take  great  care  to  approve  ourselves  to  God  ;  and  if  we  do 
•o,  it  signifies  little  what  men  say  of  us.  They  often  call  devotion 
cinhusiasm  and  Mly,  and  the  warmth  ^  it  rage  and  madness.  But 
let  not  this  move  us.  David's  was  a  noble  resolution,  worthy  to  bt 
imitated  :  ^  if  this  is  to  be  vile^  /  will  yet  be  more  vile.*  Instead  <t 
being  discouraged  by  such  reproaches,  let  us  eetourfocea  Uke  tfjiml. 
If  Satan  and  bis  agents  take  oyer  so  much  pains  to  shake  our  xe^ 
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£^QQ)  or  shame  ut.ou^ofit»  Jet  uaiiold  it  90  much  the  fiatert  and 
ie  the  more  resolute  in  it«  /To  encourage  us  to  this,  rememher 
what  David  adds,  that  this  is' en  the  whole  a  sure  way  to  gain  reyv^ 
tation.  Resolute  {aetf.  wHl  have  its  praise :  fJioie  that  honour  -Godf 
Me  wU  kMour  ;  ha  tkiae  tJ^atdnfiUe  him^  his  servants  and  worshi|>| 
•AaZf,  be  UgMy  €§tecmed. 


CHAP.    VII. 

ITr  Aepe  here  6od*e  grmdom  aceefUanee  ef  David* e  purpMe  to  htdld 
Mm  an  houJUy  and  Ma  pToadee  ikfrevpon  ;  mth  Darjid^e  firayer 
emd  thankegiving,  ... 

I  A  N  D  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  sat  in  his  houset 
JlX.  rejecting  on  the  meannese  of  GodU  haditationj,  and  the 
epiendour  tf  M^  omij  and  the  Loan  had  given  him  rest  round 

S  about  from  all  his  enemies  ;*  That  the  king  said  unto  Nathan 
.  Uie  prophet^  whose  advice  he  was  deeiroue  to  harvcy  See  now,  I 
dweU  in  an  house  of  cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  dwelleth  withift 
*  9  curtains*  And  Nathan,  tBtCdn^  <o  encourage  <my  echeme  for  tha 
glory  qf  God,  said  to  the  king,  Go,  do  all  that  {is]  in  thine  heart  $ 
for  the  LoaJ»  [is]  with  thee  i  he  ansvferedaa  a  man^  and  not  ub  ft 
fmtihet.' 

4  Andf  fhat  the  error  might  be  corrected^  and  David  not  be  disafim 
fuJmted  qfter  the  work  vtas  begun,  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that 
the  wofd  of  the  Loan  came  unto  Naxhan,  saynig,  Go  and  tell 

$  my  servant  David,  Thus  suth  &e  Loan,  Shalt  thou  build  me 

'  $  an  house  "for  me  to  dwell  in  ?t  Whereas  I  have  not  dwelt  in  [any] 

house  since  the  time  that  I  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out 

of  t£^ypt|  even  to  this  day,  but  have  walked  in  a  tent  axKi  in  a 

7  tabetiiaiGle4  .  In  all.  [the  phces]  wherein  I  have  walked  with 
idl  the  ehildren  of  Israel  spake  I  a  woi*d  with  any  of  the  tribei 
of  Isrady  eny  (jf  the  judgee,  or  thoee  whom  I  commanded  to 
feed  my  people  Israel,  saying*  Why  build  ye  not  me  an  houso 
of  ceds^  r  and  therefore  thou  ehotddat  not  have  attemfited  it  vnth* 

%  out  4t  afiecial  order  from  me.  Now  therefore  so  shalt  thou  say 
unto  my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Loan  of  hosts,  I  took 
thee  from  the  sheepcote,  from  following  the  sheep,  to  be  ruler 

9  over  my  people,  over  Israel :  And  was  with' thee  whithersoever 
thou  wentest,  in  the  time  qf  thy  banishment,  and  have  cut  off  alt 
thine  enetoSes  out  of  thy  sight,  and  have  made  thee  a  grest 

•  God  IndfMfliitedclMfciilMfi  lliopeottlttmreflettlcd^  be  woold  chooie  UmMlf  a  place« 
ip  ^  hit  name  thttc^  and  David  sboognc  tab  was  tba  time 

t  Tbit  im^t  that  he  thoold  aotdo  it  i  and  the  raason  it  fslven  in  another  i>|ace :  Darid 
tad  thcd  WKh  Blood,  and  had  more  waH  before  him.  B«t  he  might  prtpare  the  ceiibig,  tcula 
1^  Lorites,aad  get  mattriato  teadj  ibr  hU  ton  to  do  it. 

I  tW  tahtrnaek  wat  botli  with  boardi  and  piltan^  and  covered  with  fine  linen  and  hang- 
|A^  •  IkH  la  givtfl  af  aooifatf r  raatoo  $  that  thero  wa»  no  abWItttt  ftred  of  it  at  f/ttteutt  %kict 
Onl  ted  dotte  tVjong  %Khotf  it. 
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mme,  like  unto  the  name  6f  the  Jgfett;  tmei!}  diat  Ore}  Bk  ff 

*  '  earth  ;  /  have  made  thee  a  great  firtnce  and  a  celebrated  eof^ 

10  mander.    Moreover,  I  will  appoint  z,  place  for  my  people  tsntdL 

*  and  win  platit  them,  that  th^  mstjr  dwell  in  a  place  of  theft 
«     own>  and  move  no  niore  ;  neithet  BhaH  the  children  of  wickedf- 

nesS)  their  idoUUrouB  neighbours^    afflict  br- distress  them  any 

11  i&o]:e»  aa  beforetime*  w/iefiihcjwigcwuki§^AQi,s^  ^tocg^Uig 
lime  that  I  commanded  judges  [to  bel  ovefmy  people  israetf 
and  have  caused  thee  to  rest  from  all  (hine  enemies.  Also  tlie 
Lo!»o  telleth  thee  that  he' will* make  thee  an  house*  establish  the 

12  kingdom  in  thy^  fomly^  /^^^  9^^  generation^  fp  another.    A^ 

*  when  thy  days  be  fulfilled,  and  thou  shalt  sleep  with  thy  iathers, 
^     1  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall  proceed  out  of  thj 

bowels,  one  who  is  not  yet  born^  and  I  will  establish  his  kingdoms 

13  He  shall  build  an  houtefbr  my. name, and  I  will  oatabUsh  the 

14  throne  of  hia  kingdom  for  ever,,  that  i»^  for  a  long  time^    I  wU 
'     be  his  father,  and  he  shall  ^e  my  son.    If  he  commit  Iniquity^ 

I  will  chasten  him  with  the  rod  of  meui  and  with  the  stripes  of 
the  children  of  men,  vfith  moderation  and  gentleness^  suited  to 

15  human  frailty y  and  as  men  are  ivont  to  correct  tJi^r  children.  But 
my  mercy  shall  not  depart  away  &X)m  him,  as  J  took  Dt]  from 
Saul,  whom  1  put  away  before  thee  ;  the  kingdom  4haU  continue 

]16  in  thy  family^  and  not  be  removed^  as  it  'utas  from  Scid'$,  An4 
thine  house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be  established  for  ever  before 
thee,  thiTi^  eye$  shall  see  if  ;  and  thy  throne  i^aU  be  ests^Iiahed 

\T  for  ever.*  According  to  all  these  words».and  according  to  all 
this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  speak  unto  David,  with  fTfe  utmost  J^del' 
ity  andim/iartiality,\  Thus  Qod  graciously  s(^ened  the  r^usalj 
by  the  kindest  firomises  and  assurances  ^  Ids  own  long  contifi' 
uance  in  earthly  firosfierity^  of  God*s  remarkable  arid  loiig  contin* 
lied  favour  to  his  posterity^  qnd  t/uU  the  kingdom,  ^  Christ  should 
arise  out  of  it. 

18  Then  went  king  Davjd  ioi  and  sat  I^efore  the  Lfbao,  mxisiii^ 
on  his  great  goodne^j  and  he  aald,  Wha  [am]  I»  O  Lord.GSoo  r 
and  what  [is]  my  house,  that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto  ? 

19  And  this  was  yet  a  small  thing  in  thy  aightt  O  Lord  Con  ;  but 
thou  hast  spoken  also  of  thy  servant's  house  for  a  great  whOe^o 
come.    And  [is]  this  the  manner  of  man,  O  Lord  Gon  ?  to  deal 

to  so  bountifully  yfith  obscure^  undeserving  men  ?  And  what  can 
David  say  more  unto  t^oe  ?  //ov  can  I  utter  my  thankfulness  f 
&>r  thou,  Lord  Gon^  knowest  thy  servant,  scest  the  workings  of 

)|  1  gratitude f,  vMch  tcttmwt  exfirats.  For  thy  word's  sake,*  and  ac* 
cording  to  thine  own  heart,  hast  thou  done  all  these  great  things  ; 
all  the§ff  firmmau  ky  Samuel  and  MttHkm^  ate  $k*  ^j^^gM  ^'Mjr 
good  vrilif  to  make  thy  servant  know  [them,]  that  is^  hmo  vMcirA 
ibmt  hoBt  Ipvcd  me^  And^  4a  it  folioiifS^  thy  greatness  land  gobdncu^ 

fe*  It  appean  from  v.  14.  tliat  thw  iiromiie  tmfiwiitsiMlr  refers  to  5k>lomon  afidhit  «Mce 
QltiputcW  to  Chri.«t.  who  wm  the.Mfl^  of  Ovnd,  Hs^.  i.  5.  Chrht  shoulU  ImlldR n 
p4e,  the  duirch  of  Cod.  and  hU  Uosdorn  shfttt  be  eitablislte^lpr  ev«^     ^ . 

t  Kathpn  wn$  aot  Mtaawl  t^ntraoft  bii  «wii  ivord>,  now  ht  was  ttoght  (>etter« 
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ta  Wherefore  thte  art  ^^eat  O  Lord  Oot» :  for  [there- »]  tMsncr 
like  thee,  neither  [is  there  any]  God  beside  thee,  according  to 

33  all  that  we  have  heard  "Vnth  our  ears.  And  what  one  nation  in 
the  earth  [is]  like  thy  pec^e,  [even]  like  Israel,  whom  God 
vent  a«  il  uere  /font  heaven  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  himself 
iUui  to  make  hira  a  name^  to  let  all  the  world  knovf  what  a  great 
and  powerful  Being  heit ;  and  to  do  for  you  great  things  and 
terrible,  for  thy  land,  before  thy  people,  which  thou  redeemedst 
to  thee  fcom  Eg^ypt,  [from]  the  nations  and  their  god's  ?  by  the 
deetructnm  qfthe  JEgy/itian^y  and  ntbdtdng  the  Canaanitea  before 

S4  you*  For  thou  hast  confirtned  to  thyself,  entered  into  eovenaw^ 
withi  thy  pe<^e  Israel  [to  be]  a  people  untothee  for  ever  :  and 
Chou,  Lord,  art  beconfe  .their  GtoA-^^fter  this  thanifiil  acknowl" 

%5  edgment  David  make9  hie  humble  prayer.  And  now,'  O  Lord 
Gon,  the  won)  that  thoa  hast  spoken  •  concerning  thy  servant^ 
and  concerning  his  house,  establtsh  [it]  for  ever,  and  do  as  thoa 

S6  hast  said.  And  let  thy  name  be  maiffaified  for  ever,  sayings 
The  Lord  of  hosts  [is]  the  God  <yver  Israel :  and  let  tiie  house 
of  thy  servant  David  be  established  \^fan  thee  ;  he  deeires  tMe^ 

27  not  merely  on  his  own  account'^  but  for  God's  glory.  For  thou,0 
Lord  of  hosts,  God  of  Israel,  hast  revved  to  fhf  servant,  say- 
ing, I  will  build  thee  an  house :  therefore  hath  thy  servant  found 

S8  in  his  heart  to  pray  this  prayer  junta  tiiee.  And  now,  O  Lord 
God,  ^ou  [art]  that  God,  and  thy  wcto^ds  be  true,  and  thou  hast 
promised  this  goodness  unto  thy  servant :  thus  mcknowledging 

29  God*9  goodnessyJideHtyy  and  tmchangeahlene$9*  Therefore  nous 
let  it  please  thee  to  bless  the  house  of  thy  servant,  that  it  may- 
continue  for  ever  before  thee  :  for  thou,  O  Lord  Gon,  hast 
spoken  [it :]  and  with  thy  blessing  let  the  house  of  thy  servant 
be  blessed  for  ever.  Through  the  whole  qf  thi»  prayer^  David* jt 
heart  seems  sofiUl  ofgratitude^  that  he  cannot  Jind  words  sufficient 
to  acknowledge  the  goodness  qf  God^  or  to  exfiress  his  assurance 
qf  his/aithJUlness, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  lj'*K  O  M  hence  we  learn,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  what  we 
X?  can  do  for  God  and  his  worship.  David  was  no  sooner  a^ 
rest,  than  he  began  to  contrive  what  he  should  do  to  show  his  grat« 
hude  to  God.  He  did  not  inquire  how  to  provide  portions  for  hia 
children,  or  enlarge  his  dominions ;  but  what  he  should  do  for  Goci 
and  his  ark,  and  to  promote  his  glory.  When  God  remarkably  fa« 
vours  us,  we  should  inquire.  What  shall  we  render  to  him  ^  When 
we  are  at  rest,  and  can  sit  at  ease  in  our  houses,  we  should  do  so 
much  the  more  for  God  and  his  house.  Let  ua  ever  maintain  a 
generous,  public  spirit,  and  alwaya  abound  in  good  deeds  for  the 
house  of  our  God. 

3.  It  is  our  duty  to  animate  others  to  holy  duties  and  active  ser- 
vices, as  Nathan  commended   David.     Let  us  encourage  their 

Vol.  IIL  T 
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l^ood  parpoBe^  forrard  etety  good  dengi^  and  thus  firovoke  tM 
another  to  Urve  and  to  goodvforke, 

i  3.  God's  promise  to  be  with  his  people^  is  Tery  gracious  and  Terf 
Encouraging.  What  is  promised  concerning  Solomon,  is  appKca- 
He  to  all  christians.  God  is  their  father  ;  th^  are  his  children  ; 
if  they  are  dutiful  and  obedient,  they  shall  find  him  kind  ;  if  they 
totnndt  iniqtdiyj  he  vxU  chasten  them  with  the  rod  tfmtn^  of  old  inen» 
who  are  remarkably  tender  to  their  children.  We  see  here  that 
afflictions  are  articles  of  God's  covenant,  and  pledges  of  his  parental 
love  ;  he  coiTects  with  all  tenderness  and  compassion,  but  does  not 
disinherit  us,  does  not  take  away  his  loving  kindness.  Let  us  tfaere<^ 
fere  honour  our  Father,  and  be  in  subjection  to  hhnj  and  Hve. 

•  4.  This  example  of  grateful,  humble,  believing,  fervent  prayer^ 
is  worthy  of  our  imitation.  David's  heart  was  mil ;  he  poured  il 
out  in  broken  accents  ;  could  not  say  too  much  to  express  his  hu* 
mility  and  gratitude.  Warm  affections  should  be  working  in  all 
our  devotions  ;  and  if  the  heart  is  deeply  impressed,  it  will  shoir 
itself.  Out  of  the  fulnese  of  the  heart  the  mouth  sfieaketh.  Let  us 
cultivate  a  fervent,  devout  spirit ;  then  shall  he  tlutt  ie  feeble^  be  oa 
J[}atndm 

•  5.  Low  and  abasing  thoughts  of  ourselves,  are  especially  proper 
Irhen  we  are  receiving  peculiar  fevours  from  God.  David  was  a 
man  of  very  considerable  rank,  piety,  valour,  and  prudence  ;  but 
when  he  appeared  before  God,  be  said,  Who  am  I  f  He  was  sensi- 
ble of  his  meanness  amidst  the  highest  advancement.  When  God 
n  remarkably  kind,  we  should  be  remarkably  humble. 

•  6.  The  greatness  of  the  divine  favour  to  us,  may  well  fill  our 
minds  with  astonishment  and  surprise  ;  that  God  should  deal  so 
with  man,  a  mean,  unprofitable,  guilty  creature,  who  deserves  noth* 
ihg,  and  has  forfeited  all.  Is  this  the  manner  ofman^  O  Lord  God  I 
to  treat  rebels  and  enemies  so  favourably  ?  Lord^  vfhat  ie  man,  thai 
thou  art  mindful  afhim  ?  or,  the  son  ^  man^  that  thou  shmddst  visit 
him  ? 

7.  After  the  example  of  David,  good  men  should  be  yery  much 
concerned  to  secure  the  blessing  of  God  upon  their  fiunilies,  and 
be  grateful  for  every  instance  in  which  it  is  bestowed.  The  best 
entail  is  the  blessing  of  God ;  and  this  should  be  diligently  sought. 
Children  should  be  instructed  and  prepared  for  it,  and  taught  to 
Value  it,  and  seek  it  for  themselves.  David's  prayer  is  a  proper  one 
for  every  head  of  a  family  to  put  up  every  day  ;  it  is  the  language 
of  holy  desire  and  humble  faith. .  God's  blessmg  is  all  in  all  to  the 
happiness  of  our  families  ;  and  if  he  blesses^  vfe  shall  be  blessed  $  fiK 
yfiwn  he  blesses^  is  blessed  indeed^ 


XL  SAMUEL.    Vnt 
CHAP.    VIIL 

£i  Vfhich  U  an  account  tfDamd^9  ntcecM  in  five  Bcvcral  war$, 

1  AND  after  thisi  Mm  resolution  to  Mid  God*9  Aouse^  it  came 
U^X.  to  passf  that  David  siQote  the  Philistines)  and  subdued 
them  :  and  David  took  Methegammah,  or,  the  hridle  f^Ammahy 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines ;  it  vklb  a  place  of  great  9trengthj 
vMeh  vfaM  a  curb  on  the  country  and  townt  under  ite  juritdictian^ 

3  And  fd9  second  war  mxt  ttfi'M  the  Moabitetj  and  he  smote  Moabf 
and  measured  them  with  a  fine,  castmg  them  down  to  th^ 
ground  ;  even  with  two  lines  measured  he  to  put  to  death,  and 
with  one  full  line  to  keep  alive.*    And  [so]  the  Moabites  be* 

5  came  David's  servants,  [and]  brought  gifts.  David  smote  also 
Hadadezer,  the  son  of  Rehob,  kmg  of  Zobah,  as  he  went  to  re- 
cover his  border  at  the  river  Euphi*ates.  ISm  third  "war  va*  with 
the  Syrians  J  Zohah  tay  northeast^  and  Eufthratea  waa  the  tUmoat 
^  bounds  ftrondsed  to  Canaan.  And  David  took  from  htm  a  thour 
sand  [chariots,]  uid  seven  hundred  horsemen,  that  £•,  ranks  ^T 
horseinany  having  ten  in  a  ranky  xMch  make  ufi  the  seven  thousand 
fnentioTtedj  I  Chron.  xviii.  4.  and  twenty  thousand  footmen  :  and 
David  houghed  all  the  chariot  [horses,]  but  reserved  of  them 
[for]  an  hundred  chariots,  or  ratherf  he  destroyed  ail  their  char-* 

5  lots  but  an  hundred.  And  when  the  Syrians  of  Damascus 
came  to  succour  Hadadezer  king  of  Zobah,  David  slew    of 

6  the  Syrians  two  and  twenty  thousand  men.f  Then  David  put 
garrisons  in  Syria  of  Damascus  :  and  the  Syrians  became  ser- 
vants to  David,  [and]  brought  gifts.    And  the  Loao  preserv- 

7  ed  David  whithersoever  he  went.  And  David  took  the  shields 
of  gold  that  were  on  the  servants  of  Hadadezer,  or,  vnth  the  ser* 
vantSf  that  were  committed  to  their  eustodyy  being  more  for  shons 

%  than  use  /  and  he  brought  them  to  Jerusalem*  And  from  Betah, 
imd  firom  Berothai,  cities  of  Hadadezer,  king  David  took  exceed- 
ing much  brass. 

9       When  Toi  kin^  of  Hamath  heard  that  David  had  smitten  all 

10  the  host  of  Hadadezer,  Then  Toi  sent  Joram  his  son  unto  kinf; 
David,  to  salute  him,  and  to  bless  him,  because  he  had  iought 
against  Hadadezer,  and  smitten  him  :  for  Hadadezer  had  wats 
with  Toi.  And  [Joram]  brought  with  him  vessels  iA  silver^ 
and  vessels  of  gold,  and  vessels  of  brass,  as  presents  to  Dsnnd^ 

1 1  which  were  all  fmt  into  the  treasury  i  Which  also  king  David  did 
dedicate  unto  ^e  I^ord,  with  the  silver  and  gold  that  he  had 

12  dedicated  of  all  natkms  which  he  subdued  ;  Of  Syria^  and 


*  Some  MMR  that  «hoM  bene  mtntloiiai  wer«  pritontn  of  iMr»  and  that  he  laid  (faw^ 
thit  line  6f  comnict*  to  dettroy  two  thirds.  But  I  rather  think  it  refien  to  his  destroying  thear 
fortifioations  and  itronf  cities  ;  and  that  he  liad  t%ro  lines  of  conduct ;  the  one  was  to  put  te 
death  those  that  were  ^Mtinate.  and  refused  the  oAn  of  nMrojr ;  andfhcocher  w«s,t0sam 
«)1  that  MAfOiitiedi  or  that  would  have  aubmiRcd  if  their- oAoHCf  and  coamandcrs  wnwidihwie 
Sivcn  them  leave.    Tfauese  beoune  tributary,  yum^.  xxiv.  17* 

^^AT*2*'''^«^»«**»5y«lwf,  Who OM^fU  help Uwlwis Off  *^    ThitiwiiOs^ 
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of  Moaby  and  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  of  the  Philistinesy 
and  of  Amalek,  and  of  the  spoil  of  Hadadezer,  son  of  Rehob, 

13  king  of  Zobah.  And  David  gat  [him]  a  name  when  he  returned 
froin  smiting  of  the  Syrians  in  the  valley  of  salt,  [being]  eighteen 
thousand  [men  ;]  ?icre  he  commanded  in  fterMotiy  and  fvas  partic* 
uhriy  aetirve, 

,14  And  he  put  garrisons  \sx  £dom  ;  throughout  all  Edom  put 
he  garrisons  to  keefi  them  in  mbjectiariy  and  all  they  of  Edom 
became  David's  servants  ;  thus  the  elder  served  the  younger ^  ac-m 
cording  to  the  firofihecy  in  Gen,  xxy.  23.  And  the  Lord  pre- 
served Dayid  whithersoever  fae  went, 

15  And  David  reigned  over  all  Israel  without  disturbance,  and 
David  executed  judgment  and  justice  unto  all  his  people^  he  took 

IQ  care  thatjjistice  was  regularly  admimstered.  And  Joab  the  son 
of  Zeruiab  [was]    over  the  host ;  and  Jehoshaphat  the  son  ot 

.17  Ahilud  [was]  recorder,  or  writer  of  chronicles  ;*  And  Zadokthe 
sop  of  Ahitub,  and  Ahimelech  the  son  of  Abiathar,  [were]  the 
priests  jt  and  Sei'aiah  [was]  the  scribe,  or  secretary  of  state  s 

il8  And  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  [was  over]  both  the  Cherethites 
and  the  Pelethites,  old  exfierienced  soldiers,  which  were  the  Ufe 
guards,  and  Berudah  was  the  cafitain  of  them  ;  And  David's  i^na 

,  were  chief  rulers,  over  the  other  officers,  in  places  of  the  gre^esi 
authority  and  digruty^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

[1.  O  EE  hqw  carefiilly  David  observed  the  law  of  God.  He  did 
O  not  muluply  horses  and  chariots }  he  destroyed  them.  This 
vas  contrary  to  human  policy  ;  but  he  depended  on  Jehovah  for 
protection.  This  is  a  worthy  example  for  all  princes,  and  indeed 
for  all  men,  to  make  Cod's  will  the  mle  of  their  actions  ;  it  is  the 
wisest  and  safea^t  way. 

2.  We  may  observe,  that  the  wealth  qf  sinners  is  often  laid  up  for 
the  just.  These  kingdoms  were  suffered  to  flourish  long,  that  their 
nveakh  might  all  be  drained  for  Israel.  When  wicked  men  prospery 
•the  world  often  wonders ;  but  at  length  the  scene  opens,  and  disr 
covers  that  all  is  for  the  good  of  Cod's  people,  and  tiie  prosperity 
of  the  church. 

3.  Let  us  learn,  from  the  example  of  David,  to  consecrate  our 
best  to  God's  service,  and  honour  him  with  whatsoever  he  hath 
t>le8sed  us.  AU  the  spoils  ^nd  presents  of  Pavid  were  devoted  to 
God,  were  preparations  for  the  temple,  to  build  and  enrich  that. 
He  wa^  not  intent  on  enriching  his  palace,  or  fapiiyj  aud  adoniing 
his  armory,  but  God's  house.  We  should  imitate  his  great  zeiu 
9nd  devotion  \  and  abound  in  works  of  piety  and  charity.    Our 

*  The.  eastern  princes  a^d  to  record  all  circumstances  of  note  during  their  reign.  an4 
Jceep  a  d;iily  journal.  This  wai  au  importaut  ofiic««  as  tbo&e  who  filled  it  were  let  iuio  aU  tht 
secrets  of  state. 

t  Soow  snppoae^  that  ^^adofc  was  set  up  by  Saul,  when  Abiathar  M  to  David ;  but  prpba^ 
Wy.thfse  were  two  comoiaoders  of  the  priciU/  tbe  heidft9t:''tbc  two  Ml^fin*  or  «outsc3|  ifii» 
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9hereKAtdhe  and  hire  9hmdd  he  hoiinen  to  the  Lord  :  e&fueeratimg  wr 
^am  unto  the  Lord^  and  our  wh^tance  unto  the  Lord  ^f  the  whole 
eearth.  Thus  David  did,  and  he  was  not  at  all  the  poorer  for  it ;  nay, 
lie  was  the  richer,  and  left  his  son  on  the  throne,  tho  richest  prince 
then  in  the  world. 


:M 


CHAP.    IX. 

J)avidf  m  gratitude /or  Jonathan*s  kindneeay  makee  ingtdry  after  the 
house  qf  Saulj  and  diecovere  Mefihiboeheth  ;  receruee  Mm  in  the 
moat  friendly  jnanner^  and  firervidesjbr  him  and  hU. 

1  AND  David  said.  Is  there  yet  any  that  is  left  of  the  house 
JLJl  of  Saul,  that  I  may  show  him  kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake?* 

2  And  [there  was]  of  the  house  of  Saul  a  servant  whose  name 
[was]  Ziba,  vfhom  Dacaid  remembered^  and  thought  he  might  give 
him  some  information.  And  when  they  had  called  him  unto  Da« 
vid,  the  king  ssdd  unto  him,  [Art]  thou  Ziba  ?  And  he  said» 

3  Thv  servant  [is  he.]  And  the  king  said  [Is]  there  not  yet  any 
of  mc  house  of  Saul,  that  I  may  show  the  kindness  of  God  unto 
him  ?  that  »#,  great  kindneeSj  or  kindneae  agreeable  to  the  oath^ 
1  Sam.  XX.  U.    And  Zibft  said  unto  the  king,  Jonathan  hath 

'4  yet  a  son,  [which  is]  lame  on  [his]  feet.  And  the  king,  said 
unto  him,  Where  [is]  he  ?  And  2Uba  said  unto  the  king,  Be*, 
bold,  he  [is]  in  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Ammiel,  in  Ixh 

5  debar,  beyond  Jordan,  Then  king  David  sent,  probably  by  Ziba^ 
and  fetched  him  out  of  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Ammiel^ 

6  in  Lo-debar.  Now  when  Mephibosheth,  the  son  of  Jonathan^ 
the  son  of  Saul,  was  come  unto  David,  he  fell  on  his  face,  and 

'  7  did  reverence.  And  David  said,  Mephibosheth.  And  he  an« 
swered,  Behold  thy  servant !  And  David  said  unto  him,  Fear 
not  ;t  for  I.  will  surely  show  thee  kindness  for  Jonathan  thy 
Other's  sake,  and  will  restore  thee  all  the  land  of  Saul  thy  fatherv 
aU  thy  fiatemal  inheritance^  and  thou  shalt  eat  bread  at  my  table 

8  continually,  aa  one  of  my  own  children.  And  he  bowed  himself 
with  great  gratitude  and  humility ^  and  said,  What  [ia]  thy  ser* 
vant,  that  thou  shouldst  look  upon  such  a  dead  dog  as  I  [am  ?] 
mtch  an  abjecty  inaignykant^  contemfitible  creature  ^ 

9  Then  the  king  called  to  Ziba,  Saul's  servant,  and  said  unto 
him,  I  have  given  unto  thy  master's  sen  all  that  pertained  to 

*  Oavid  hf»  been  diarged  vith  onkiiulneM.  because  he  did  not  do  this  Moner.  But  per* 
hxp$  it  would  not  have  been  nrudent,  till  the  kingdom  was  well  established.  He  now  oiado 
■Che  inqttlr/,  that  he  might  fmfil  hie  oovenant  ef  friendship  with  Jonathaiv  wUch  extended  M 
his  pottcnty. 

t  MepUliosheth  seems  to  liare  been  in  some  eonfhsion  and  terror ;  he  might  not  ha:re  heard 
of  tiM  oauu  and  therefore  was  afraid  that  this  was  some  contrivance  to  ensnare  and  destrojr 
aim,  Icacbe  might  make  some  pretensiohs  to  the  kingdom;  and  therefore  Davidsays,  Fear  nob 

1  ThU  waa  very  large,  and  either  was  confiscated  on  Ishboslie^'s  rebellion,  or  came  t^ 
fiai^id  in  ricbt  of  his  wile,  according  to  the  l^w  of  God;  Saul's  sons  by  his  wivci  ^' " 

mad,  ibdhtdldnat  know  of  this  hranA  of  the  UnBj,  who  wat  wnflok^! 
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Satd  and  to  til  hU  hoiaae  ;  kitve  eettUd  th^  /kmUy  etMetit^om 

10  him.  Thou  therdbre  •halt  be  kh  9tewardf  and  thy  ionsi  and  tkf 
servants)  shall  tttl  the  land  for  him,  and  thou  shah  bring  in  [the 
IruitSy]  that  thy  master's  son  may  have  food  to  ^aX^  for  the  mtfu 
j^ort  f^  hie  fondly^  and  to  eave  him  trouble  :  but  M^>hibasheti| 
thy  master's  son  shall  eat  bread  alway  at  my  table.  Now  Ziba 
had  fifteen  sons  and  twenty  servmlSy  vko  were  Me  i&  mwn^g* 

1 1  thie  large  eeiate.  Then  said  Ziba  unto  the  king.  According  to 
an  that  ray  lord  the  king  hath  commanded  his  servant,  so  shall 
thy  servant  do.    As  for  Mephibosheth,  [said  the  king,]  he  shaU 

12  eat  at  my  td^le,  as  one  of  the  lung's  sons.*  And  Mqihibeshetis 
had  a  young  son»  whose  name  [was]  ^ficah.f  And  all  that 
dwelt  in  the  bouse  of  Ziba  [were]  servants  unto  MephHx>sheth» 

13  and  accQ^mtable  to  him /or  all  the  firoduct  of  the  estate.  So  Me- 
^Hsoslwth  dweh  in  Jemsakm :  for  he  did  eal  continually  at  the 
king's  table  ;  and  was  hune  on  both  hk  feet)  and  therefore  might 
seem  to  be  a  dishonour  to  it.  This  may  of  living  gave  the  king  a 
ekOtf  ofipsrtumtg  of  expressing  his  gratitude  and  friendMft  fbr 
Jonathany  and  <^  per/tetuating  that  friendshifi  between  that  fios* 
terity^ 

•  ■ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TT  is  the  duty  of  wise  and  good  nten  to  seek  for  opportunities 
JL  df  ddng  good)  especially  to  the  fiwiilies  of  their  friends.  Ji 
Sberai  soui  devioeth  llberai  things.  Davkl  dod  not  think  it  enough 
to  serve  them  if  they  caikie  in  Ms  way  ;  he  inqun«d  after  thiera. 
Let  us  inquire  if  there  are  any  of  Christ's  poor,  any  we  can  show 
kindness  to  for  his  sake.  Let  us  consider  what  we  can  do  for  hinsi 
to  whem  we  are  so  much  obliged.  We  should  especially  be  luad 
to  the  fiimiUes  of  our  fnendS)  to  those  who  have  behaved  worthily 
in  their  day,  and  have  been  particulariy  kind  to  us,  and  fonhiliar 
with  us.  If  we  are  able)  and  they  are  low^  let  us  not  forget  or  o^rer- 
look  theni)  but  be  so  much  the  readier  to  help  them.  Tbough  there 
should  be  no  solemn  league)  as  in  the  present  case,  yet  the  law  of 
IHendship  requires  us  to  be  kind  to  the  reputation)  the  nemoryi 
and  the  descendants  of  those  who  have  been  our  friends.  T)iM 
shows  a  truly  generous  spirit :  a  friend  lavetk  at  aii  timeSf  and  a 
brother  is  bom  fir  adversity, 

2.  We  learn  from  Mephiboaheth)  with  what  temper  to  receive 
the  distinguishing  fowiurs  of  heaven.  There  is  a  great  resemblanee 
between  hts  case  and  ours.  As  chtistianS)  we  are  adopted  into 
God's  familV)  and  invited  to  his  table.  We  have  reason  to  receive 
this  favour  with  the  deepest  humility,  and  die  greatest  admiration 
of  his  condescension  and  grace.  We  have  greater  favours  confer* 
red  on  us  than  M ephibosheth  had  ;  nobler  entertainments)  greater 


*  Daivkl't  heart  so  oversowed  vltfi  joy*  betaiiie  it  was  in  his  nower  to  ife  honor  to  «ii»  St 
fonatban't  yanetlty,  that  he  interrupted  Ziba  with  a  second  drclaration*  Ha  shall  eat  at  m> 
fable. 

t  He  had  afterward*  a  largt  tiaXij,  U  WC  find  I&  Chrmictes,  wl 
mtkm  worthy  mair  Jomttha. 
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r,  and  a  better  estate,  even  the  kingdom  of  heaTcn.  We 
ate  not  oalf  testored  to  the  inheriomce  which  our  fiither  Adam 
loftf  but  to  an  inheritunct  incorrufitibie^  and  unde/Uedf  and  tkatfitdeth 
wa  amy  :  and  we  had  leas  reason  to  expect  such  a  favour.  Me* 
|ihiboahedi  waa  the  son  of  Jonathan,  Davkl's  Mend,  who  behaved 
w«U  :  but  we  are  children  of  rebellious  parents,  and  by  our  person- 
al revok  have  exposed  ourselres  to  the  divine  displeasure  :  and  as 
the  hoDoar  which  God  shows  us  is  so  much  superior,  so  much  the 
deeper  should  be  our  humility.  Lordf  v)hat  U  thy  •crvant  f  But 
no  words  are  sufficient  to  express  oUr  meanness,  or  the  matchless 
grace  of  our  God  and  Saviour.  Lord^^wkat  unumythat  thouari 
muuffui  of  Aim  ?  or  the  son  qfnumy  that  thou  shotddtt  visit  Aim  f 


NMVi 
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Jh  tshUh  U  an  acceount  of  the  dUgracefiU  treaiment  t^  David^e  mee^ 
Mengere^  who  vere  eeni  to  comfirt  Hcmun  on  the  death  of  hie  father^ 
and  qfecveral  vietmee  obtained  by  Daoid^eforcee  over  the  Amnum* 
■  itee  and  Syrianem 

I  A  ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  the  kmg  of  the  child* 
XjL  ren  of  Ammon  died,  and  Hanun  his  sen  reigned  in  his 

3  stead.  Then  said  David,  I  will  show  kindness  unto  Hanun  the 
son  of  Nahash,  as  his  fttbcr  showed  kindness  unto  me.  JBein^ 
an  enemy  of  Saufei  he  probMy  had  firoteeted  JJavidj  and  eent  Aim, 
eufifiUeej  during  hie  bamehment.  And  David  sent  to  comfi>rt 
him  by  the  hand  of  his  servants  for  the  death  ^his  father. 
And  David's  servants  came  into  the  land  of  the  children  of  Am^ 

3  Bxm.  And  the  princes  of  the  children  of  Ammon  said  unto 
Hanun  their  loixl,  Thinkest  thou  that  David  doth  honour  thy 
fiuther,  that  he  hath  sent  comforters  unto  thee  ?  hath  not  David 
[rather]  sent  his  servants  unto  thee,  to  search  the  city,  and  to 
spy  it  out,  where  the  weakeet  part  2«,  and  to  overthrow  It  I 

4  Wherefore  Hanun  took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  off  the  one 
half  of  thdr  beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments  in  the  middle* 

5  [even]  to  their  buttocks,  uid  sent  them  away.*"  When  they 
lold  [it]  unto  David,  he  sent  to  meet  them  vnthelothee  and  other 
fieceeearieef  because  the  men  were  greatly  ashamed  ;  and  the 
king  said^  Tarry  i^  Jericho  until  your  beards  be  grown,  and 
[th«D]  return.! 

*  TUi  w«  ft  very  great  iodignlty,  fer  tlie  beard  was  then  reckoned  an  ornament.  It  was 
a  CQHuupQ  puniahnent  &mans  Che  caitem  natloot,  on  oowards  or  adulterrrt,  to  cm  offtbrir 
Mardb.  Bat  Hanon  cat  otT  thdr  garmcota  alao  s  ami  at  they  wore  no  brccchra  or  drawers*  It 
MfoaMtkem  to  shame.  This  was  probably  dour  in  contempt  of  their  religion  and  laws.  See 
l^  xax.  tT»  tuiiak  XX.  4.  sivil.  7, 3.  It  was  also  an  ofl*cf)ce  agaiost  the  laws  of  gratitud* 
andboipttality,  and  cootrary  to  the  laws  of  oacwT  and  nations. 

M  t  There  were  bat  a  few  hooses  or  eottafres  where  Jericho  formerly  stood*  the  city  oot  be- 
nf  teboilt.  This  was  a  proper  plnce  to  hide  nieir  shame ;  and  they  were  nnt  to  return  in.  their 
MTsent  situattoo,  lest  persons  01  their  raolc  and  tpialtty  ihooJdbe  reproached  aodridica|ed»  and 
6ieir  flfftt  be  brooght  into  contempt.  David  resented  the  affront ;  but  considering  it  as  tiie  ciitct 
•r  yoothnl  vanity  and  rashness,  bt  made  no  preparation  for  attacking  Hanun.  but  waitvd  to  Mr 
tmt  W  would  d0^  9t4  whetiigr  be  would  tm  any  steps  toward  espiatlog  the  ixiiutjp 
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4  And  vfaen  the  chUditn  of  Ammon  «aw  that  they  stank  befbtv*. 
David)  foere  become  wlioua  to  tdm^  the  children  of  Ammon  sent; 
and  hired  the  Syrians  of  Bethrehob^  and  the  Syriana  of  Zobaf 
twenty  thousand  footmen,  and  of  king  Maacah  a  thousand  men^ 
and  of  Ishtob  twelve  thousand  men,  toAo  all  readily  joined  to  rt^ 
•venge  the  mjurieB  David  had  dohe  thenij  and  prevent  Att  increaM^ 

7  tng  greatneta.    And  When  David  heard  of  [it,]  he  did  not  vHd$^ 

/or  their  attack^  but  he  sent  Joab,  and  all  the  host  of  the  mighty^ 

9  men,  to  attack  them.    And  the  children  of  Ammon  came  outy 

and  put  the  battle  in  array  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  ifMe^ 

debaj  a  city  in  the  tribe  of  2ieuben :  and  the  Syrians  of  Zobaiy 

and  of  Rehob,  and  Ishtob,  and  Maacah,  [were]  by  themselvea 

9  in  the  field.    When  Joab  saw  that  the  front  of  the  battle  was 

:  against  him  before  and  behind,  he  chose  Of  all  the  choice  [tfl^lST 
of  Israel,  and  put  [them]  in  array  against  the  Syrians,  who  were 

10  the  strongest  and  most  na^ant  /  Aii4  the  rest  of  the  people  he  de* 
livered  into  the  hand  of  Abishai  his  brother,  that  he  might  put 

)i  [them]  in  array  against  the  children  of  Ammon.  And  he  said» 
if  the  Syrians  be  too  strong  for  me,  then  thou  shalt  help  me  : 
but  if  the  children  of  Ammon  be  too  strong  for  thee,  then  I  will 
come  and  help  thee  ;  each  agreed  to  keep  detachments  in .  reddi^ 

12  nes9  to  help  the  weaker.  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  play  the 
men  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  :  smd  the 
Lord  do  that  which  seemeth  him  good  ;  let  tu  behave  oursehfea 
vaSantly^  be  reMltUt/br  the  preeervation  qfour  country,  and  leave 

IS  the  event  to  God.  And  Joab  drew  nigh,  and  the  people  that 
[were]  with  him,  unto  the  battle  agtanst  the  Syrians  ;  he 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  attack  the  mercenary  troopajirety  as 
they  were  moet  likely^  to  give  way  :  and.  they  fled  before  him. 

14  AikI  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw  that  the  Syrians^  upon 
whom  they  placed  their  chief  dependence,  were  fled,  then  fled  they 
also  before  AUshai,  and  entered  into  the  KAljfor  sqfety.  So 
Joab  returned  fit)m  the  children  of  Ammcm,  and  came  to  Jeru- 
salem ;  Jinding  the  season  too/or  advanced  to  pursue  the  victory^ 
he  returned  home* 

15  And  when  the  Syrians  saw  that  they  were  smitten  before  Is- 
rael, they  gathered  themselves  together  ;  fearing  that  David 
would  fill  upon  them  for  assisting  his  enemies,  they  were  resolved 

16  to  be  beforehand  with  him.  And  Hadareaer  sent,  and  brought  out 
the  Syrians  that  [were]  beyond  the  river :  and  they  came  to 
Helam  ;  and  Shobach  the  captain  of  the  host  of  Hadarezer 

17  [went]  before  them.  And  when  it  was  told  David,  he  gathered 
all  Israel  together,  and  went  to  command  in  person,  and  passed 
over  Jordan  and  came  to  Helam.    And  the  Syrians  set  them* 

18  selves  in  array  against  David,  and  fought  with  him.  And  the 
Syrians  fled  before  Israel ;  and  David  slew  [the  men  of]  seven 
hundred  chariots  of  the  Syrians,  and  forty  thousand  horsemen^ 
and  smote  Shobach  the  captain  of  their  host,  who  died  there.* 

*  The  wonl  SXto^A  alto itgnlfies  chariot wdcharioteer,yifhichoccailoa9  tome  Mnbifptjr* 
Vrabablr  he  slew  about  an  eftuu  iramber  oF  each,  forty  thousand  hone  and  foot ;  aod  th»  e» 
' ttucanq«c«tt  CO  the gvt»  rhrcr*  acoordlog  vo  tBcpromiM  tadftofbccf  to  Atnhamu    .t 
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i9  And  when  all  the  lungs  [that  were]  servants  to  Hadarezer  9xvi 
that  they  were  smitten  before  Israel,  they  made  peace  with  Is- 
rael)  and  served  them^  became  tubject  to  David^  andfiaid  tribute. 
So  the  Syrians  feared  to  help  the  children  of  Ammon  any  more* 

REFLECTIONS. 

U  XX  7"^  are  taught,  from  the  example  of  David,  to  be  grateful 
V  V  for  kindnesses  received.  Nahash  was  a  monster  of  cru*- 
elty,  and  used  the  Iraelites  very  ill ;  but  as  he  was  kind  to  Davidj 
(though  his  motive  for  doing  so  was  only  to  vex  Saul,)  he  was  will- 
ing to  show  his  gratitude.  No  vileness  in  the  author  of  a  benefac- 
tion, can  cancel  the  gratitude  due  for  it.  When  we  receive  a  kind« 
tiess,  we  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  principle  from  whence  it  flowss 
or  the  grounds  of  it :  if  the  Pharisees  g^ve  alms  through  pride,  the 
receiver  was  bound  to  be  thankful.  Whatever  men's  hearts  are* 
we  are  to  look  to  their  hands  ;  and  repay,  not  what  they  meant,  but 
what  they  did  ;  return  the  kindness  according  to  our  ability  :  and 
if  our  benefactors  are  dead,  we  should  do  it  to  their  children. 

2.  We  may  observe,  that  what  is  well  meant  may  be  ill  inter- 
preted, and  receive  a  base  return  ;  sp  it  was  here.  It  is  hard  for 
wicked,  selfish  men  to  think  well  of  others.  They  judge  of  others 
by  themselves,  and  are  ready  to  suspect  some  selfish  design.  This 
suspicious  temper  argues  a  very  bad  mind.  If  we  are  so  treated^  it 
is  no  great  wonder,  for  it  was  so  of  old.  The  more  we  are  convinced 
of  the  absurdity  and  iniquity  of  such  practices,  the  more  careful  we 
should  be  not  to  treat  others  so.  The  8(ml  of  the  vncked  denreth  evilj 
hia  neighbour  Jindeth  nofarvoiir  in  his  eyee, 

3.  We  may  reflect,  what  an  unhappy  thing  it  is  for  a  yoUtig 
'prince  to  have  evil  counsellors  about  him.    Hanun  had  but  little 

experience,  and  was  not  very  able  to  judge  for  himself ;  therefore 
he  was  disposed  to  hearken  to  the  advice  of  others.  It  is  very  un<« 
happy  for  a  nation  when  this  is  the  case.  Who  can  tell  what  quar" 
rels  and  sorrows  such  may  bring  upon  themselves,  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  all  its  allies.  Let  us  earnestly  pray,  that  God  ma/ 
direct  in  the  choice  of  those  who  counsel  young  princes  :  that  they 
may  be  wise  and  upright ;  know  and  pursue,  not  what  will  gratify 
their  own  ambition,  selfishness,  and  revenge,  but  what  will  tend  to 
the  ci*edit  of  the  prince,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation. 

4.  Great  dangers  sometimes  inspire  l>ad  men  with  true  sentiments 
of  courage  and  piety.  Joab,  excepting  some  actions,  behaved  like 
a  prudent^  valji.ant  general,  and  shone  as  a  great  inan.  Here  he 
talks  like  a  good  man  ;  even  I)avid  himself  could  scarce  hare  talked 
better.  He  argues  from  the  most  just  and  influential  topics  ;  not 
from  private  glory  or  advantage,  but  from  the  honor  of  God,  the 
safety  and  credit  of  Israel ;  and  under  a  deep  sense  of  an  overruling 
Providence,  piously  leaves  the  successs  with  God.     Oh  that  our 

'  commanders  would  imitate  his  example  !  Zeal  for  God  and  reli* 
gion,  and  the  cause  of  liberty  and  our  country,  are  the  best  argu* 
pients  to  inspire  men  with  true  ardour  and  ppura^. 

Vol.  m.  U 
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im  Wc  tetn  from  tiicsc  Sjrrisiis  to  a^oH  thcne  suftics  8nd  ilsfi^ 
^T%  by  wfaidi  we  have  been  alreadf  injured.  When  die  Isradites 
had  smitten  the  Syrians^  thefibrsoek  their  cSd  aBiesy  and  made 
peace.  •  Wiien  ure  hat^  amarted  for  our  feflf  in  some  ^stanoes,  by 
our  indulgences  or  confederacies)  let  us  take  warning)  and  not  en<^ 
gage  in  them  any  more.  Sxperience  is  never  good  till  it  is  bought ; 
inany  buy  it  very  dear,  and  suffer  much  before  they  have  learned 
it ;  but  it  ia  better  late  t^ian  never*  Let  ainnersi  the  eneBiies  df 
Crod,  act  thus,  if  they  have  exposed  hutt)  and  strore  with  thdr 
Maker,  a»  all  airaiers  do^  let  their  afficttonsi  their  fears,  their  tierrorB 
«f  conscience,  and  disappointment  in  creature  comforts,  make  them 
!K)licitous  to  retreat  in  time,  to  make  peace  with  him,  and  tiecQme 
Ins  servants  ;  otherwise  their  xniqmly  will  be  their  utter  and  ever* 
^stkig  ruin. 


CHAP.   XI. 


■^(heh^chafiiermeleft  David  in  the  mkUt  tf  ghry  tmd  mccest  f 
but  here  a  very  mebmcholy  ^tory  ^lem  vfion  w,  the  em  qf  DaoUt 
in  the  affair  of  Bath^heba  and  Uriahs 

1  A  N  D  it  came  to  pasa>  after  the  year  was  expiredf  at  the 
.  JLA.  time  when  kings  go  forth  [to  battle,]  in  the  springs  that 
David  sent  Joab,  and  his  servanU  with  him,  and  all  Israel ; 
and  they  desitroyed  the  children  cf  Ammon,  and  beneged  IUd>« 
bah,  their  royal  city^    But  David  tarried  atitt  at  Jerusalem,  Ar 

S  began  Id  indulge  Mmieff  in  ease  and  fiieaeure.  And  it  came  to 
pass  in  an  evening  tide,  that  David  arose  from  off  his  bed,  whef^ 
he  had  lain  dofwn  to  ^lee/h  ae  is  ueual  in  hot  countries  at  that  time 
ofdayy  snd.he  walked  iQxm  the  roof  of  the  king's  house ;  and 
from  the  roof  he  saw  a  woman  washmg  herself  m  her  chamber  ^ 

d  and  the  woman  [waa]  very  beautiful  to  look  upon.  And  David 
(6ent  and  inquired  after  the  woman^r.  And  [one]  said,  [Is]  not 
this  Bath-«heba,  the  daughter  of  Eliom,  the  wife  of  Uriah  th^ 
Htttite  I  He  tuaa  one  qf  JDauid's  guards^  and  was  originally  an 

4  Hittite^  but  now  a  proselyte  to  the  Jevdsh  rel^on.  And  David 
sent  messeogerSf/t^Ac;^  onfiretenee  of  other  business j  and  ithe^ 
took  her ;  and  she  canK  in  onto  him,  and  he  lay  with  her ;  for 
she  was  parified  firom  her  undeanness :  and  she  returned  untp 
her  house.* 

fi      And  the  woman  conceived,  and  sent  and  told  Daiid,  and  saidy 

i  I  [am]  with  child.t  And  David  sent  to  Joab,  [saying,]  send  me 
Uriah  the  Hittite,  And  Joab  sent  Uriah  to  David.  He  was  a 
/p^ifier  person  to  be  senty  being  a  considerable  officer,  and  the  Je%m 

« 

*  it  if  difficult  to  wf  how  fkr  ilhe  wat  to  Uame :  but  be  was  otrtainir  the  greatest  criau* 
fkal  whosedaoedheri  if  t  had  said  forced  her,  thewi^nal  word  would  bear  me  oat,  as  it  adk* 
<«nlly  •\g/4^  an  incyip^iiy  of  KsUtance. 

t  She  was  in  danfer  of  death  bv  the  lawof  God»as  an  adulteress*  aodtfaeceforc  ooosolted 
mix^  D»^  bent  they  s^ght  «Mitrivra  way  to  bide  their  titamc,  and  the  to  irold  rontehwiwr* 
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.  f  aoy,  Joab*9  armourbearer.  And  when  Uriah  was  come  unto 
him,  David  demanded  [of  him]  bow  Joab  did,  and  how  the  peo- 
ple did)  and  how  the  war  prospered,  whether  there  was  any  ftroba' 
k  bi&ty  qf  their  taking  the  city.  And  Dattd  said  to  Uriah,  Go 
down  to  thy  house,  and  wash  thy  feet,  refresh  thy&elfqfter  the 
Jatiguea  qfthe  journey.  And  Uriah  departed  out  of  the  king's 
house,  and  there  followed  him  a  mess  [of  meat]  from  the  king^, 
in  token  qf  extraordinary /avottr  and  kindnew^  that  he  might  ^ 
9  home  and  feast  with  hU  wife.  But  Uriah  slept  at  the  door  of  the 
king's  house^  in  a  gvard  chamber^  with  all  the  servants  of  his 

^lO  locd,  and  went  not  down  to  his  house.  And  when  they  had  toH 
David,  saying,  Uriah  went  not  down  unto  his  house,  David  said 
unto  Uriah,  Camest  thou  not  from  [thy]  journey  ?  why  [then] 
didst  thou  not  go  down  unto  thine  bouse  ?  Be  gave  hint  a  kind 
rebuke  for  not  taking  more  care  ofhimBeify  tntimating  that  he  did 

11  t$otexfiect  him  to  keefi  watch.  And  Uti^ii  made  a  brave j  and  trufy 
soldierSkc  refUy^  and  said  unto  David,  The  arik,  and  Israel,  and 
Judah,  abide  in  tents  ;  and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  servants  of 
my  lord,  are  encamped  in  the  open  fields  ;  shall  I  then  go  into 
mine  house,  to  eat  and  to  drinks  and  to  lie  with  my  wife  I  [as] 
thou  livest,  and  [as]  Htkj  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  do  this  thing.* 
13  And  David  said  to  Uriah,  Tarry  here  today  also,  and  tomorrow 
I  win  let  thee  depart ;  pretending  that  he  could  not  get  Ms  dis* 
patches  readyy  but  really  hqfdng^  that  being  so  long  n^ar  so  emuable 
a  womanj  would  engage  Mm  to  visit  her.    So  Uriah  abode  in 

13  Jerusalem  that  day,  and  the  morrow.  And  when  David  had 
called  him,  he  did  eat  and  drink  before  him  ;  and  he  made  him 
drunk*  hoping  that  he  would  then  have  gone  home^f  and  at  ei^^ 
he  went  out  to  lie  on  his  bed  with  the  servants  of  his  lord  ;  but 
Am  resolution  wasfxed^  and  he  went  not  down  to  his  house. 

14  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  David  wrote  a  letter 

15  to  Joab,  and  sent  [it]  by  the  hand  of  Uriah.  And  he  vrrote  in 
the  letter^  saying,  Set  ye  Uriah  in  the  forefront  of  the  hottest 
battle,  and  retire  ye  from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten,  and  die4 

16  And  it  came  to  pasS)  when  Joab  observed  the  city,  that  he  as« 
signed  Uriah  unto  a  place  vriiere  he  knew  that  valiant  men 
[were,]  he  set  him  to  take  a  part  of  the  city  which  he  knpm  would 

^17  be  valiantly  d^ended.  And  the  men  of  the  city  went  out,  and 
fought  with  Joab :  and  there  fell  [some]  of  the  people  of  the 
servants  of  David  |  and  Uriah  the  Hittite  died  also.    The  be 


*  Uridb  eoDia  not  think  of  indnlgiiic  biiwelf«  while  hit  fellow  tol^ri  wcrt  ci^Mod  to  fO 
waaty  hordihijio.  HksolnnB  manner  orVranowicing this, one  woold  think alwQld have toochod 
David  to  the  heart  fi»r  hit  havin|^  afantta  so  brave  a  aaan*  and  indnlfod  hianelf  an  untawhil 
pleatnres,  while  this  brave  loldkr  was  lo  willing  to  codnre  hardthiw,  and  deny  hiintelf  hino- 
c^nt  gratiScationa. 


t  There  b  no  rwon  to  hoBcvia  that  he  aoapecfd  what  had  yn»ed  hot  wean  PavMapd  hia 

^ife;  bat  thohandofJProvideoGCwaacoautor  plotting Dnvii^dHiiBs* la  onlorio  bring  his 
•ta  to  light. 

1D««^  faTMcd  thit  horrid  contrivaaee  hi  orin'  »•  havo  Um  tlaini'Mid  thM»  if  poesiblr^ 

''T?*" V^.  ^"^^°*y  *"<>  ponithmeot  of  hia  wife,  nad  hide  hli  own  ifai  and  •hamo.   Uriah  hkn* 
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9ieged  made  a  9aUyy  slevf  aome  of  the  soldiersy  and  the  king^9 
guards  and  this  brave  man  among  the  rest* 

19  Then  Joab  sent  and  told  David  all  the  things  concerning  the 
war  ;  how  he  had  managed^  and  i&hat  til  success  they  had  in  the 

19  last  attack:  And  charged  the  messenger,  sayin^i  When  thou 
hast  made  an  end  of  telling  the  matters  of  the  war  unto '  the 

80  king,  And  if  so  be  that  the  king's  wrath  arise,  and  he  say  unto 
thee,  Wherefore  approached  ye  so  nigh  unto  the  city  when  ye 
did  fight  ?   knew  ye  not  that  they  would  shoot  from  the  wall  ? 

21  Who  smote  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbesheth  ?  did  not  a 
woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  milstone  upon  him  from  the  wall,  that 
he  died  at  Thebez  ?  why  went  ye  nigh  the  wall  ?  then,  that  the 
king  may  know  why  we  undertook  such  a  desfierate  attacky  say 
thou,  Thy  servant  Uriah  the  Hittite  is  dead  also. 

ftS      So  the  messenger  went,  and  came  and  showed  David  all  that 

S3  Joab  had  sent  him  for.  And  the  messenger  said  unto  Davidt 
Surely  the  men  prevailed  against  us,  and  came  out  unto  us  into 
the  field,  and  we  were  upon  them  even  unto  the  entering  of  the 

24  gate.  And  the  shooters  shot  from  off  the  wall  upon  thy  ser« 
vants  ;  and  [some]  of  the  king's  servants  be  dead,  and  thy  ser- 

55  vant  Uriah  the  Hittite  is  dead  also.f  Then  David  said  unto  the 
messenger,  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  Joab,  Let  not  this  thing 
displease  nor  dishearten  thee  :  for  it  is  only  the /ate  of  war ^  the 
sword  devoureth  one  as  well  as  another  :  make  thy  battle  more 

•       strong  against  the  city,  and  overthrow  it :  and  encourage  tbqa 
him. 

56  And  when  the  wife  of  Uriah  heard  that  Uriah  her  husband 
was  dead,  she  mourned  for  her  husband,  probably  seven  daysy 

57  ti»  was  usual  on  such  occasions.^  And  when  the  mourning  was 
past,  David  sent,  and  fetched  her  to  his  house,  and  she  became 
his  wife,* and  bare  him  a  SQn,||  But  the  thing  that  David  had 
done  displeased  the  Lord  ;  his  adultery^  the  murder  of  Uriahs 
and  marrying  Bath-^shebay  were  very  dis/Ueasing  to  God. 

REFLECTIONS, 

I,  nr^HERE   is  great  reason  to  lament  that  a  good  man 

JL    should  be  guilty  of  such  horrid  crimes.     Is  this  David  ? 

the  man  after  God*s  own  heart  ?  Is  this  he,  whose  heart  smote  him 

*  Joab  it  generally  dioaght  to  be  much  to  blame  in  execntine  tbe  king's  orders ;  bat  he 
nlghtl>e  innocent.  He  perhaps  imaglnrd  that  Uriah  had  been  guilty  of  some  notorioas  dtime. 
tor  which  David*  cooealtijig  Uriah's  honour  as  an  oflfcer,  would  not  punish  htm  openW.  b«t 
chose  that  he  should  die  aenrlng  his  country,  in  the  bed  of  honour. 

t  The  metseneer  put  it  in  a  dlfTerent  light ;  that  the  Ammonhes  made  a  sally,  and  at 
fir«t  were  too  hard  for  the  Israelites ;  but  they  rallied,  and  pursued  them  to  the  city,  and  in 
•  the  height  of  the  nursntt  came  too  near  the  wall ;  from  wheooe  the  arobcrs  destrtjyrd  some 
•f  tbe  guaitk)  and  Unah  among  thftrefct, 

I  She  has  been  charged  with  hypocrisy  for  mourning ;  but  T  see  no  reason  for  this.  It  U 
probable  she  tbpuglit  Iw  fen  by  the  tommon  faec  of  war  >  and  if  he  made  at  good  a  huiband» 
Its  he  did  a  soldier,  he  deserved  her  highest  esteem. 

I  It  was  indecent  for  him  to  marry  her  so  soon ;  but  he  chooght  it  neceitary ,  to  hide  tl^^r 
£fJ!lf 'JL^il!?^  fe"^  u  *  c"°>»n«»  procwfc  Thus  far  things  went  oa  upon  the  whole  w 
BftYiadc«Mr  btt  due  c|i9p(er  ooDchidea  wUlv  u  awfiaienteiiGe. 
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when  he  only  cut  off  the  skirt  of  Saul's  garment  ?  Is  this  he,  who 
had  so  many  wives  ?  who  was  a  king,  and  should  have  set  a  better 
example  ?  What  I  David  seduce  a  woman  of  good  reputation,  em- 
Lient  for  her  wisdom  and  piety,  (as  the  latter  end  of  Froverde  plainly 
fhows)  the  wife  of  one  of  his  brave  officers,  when  he  was  doing  his 
duty,  and  contrive  his  murder  so  deliberately,  and  the  desUniction  of 
others  with  him  ?  to  the  joy  of  the  Ammonites,  and  the  grief  of 
all  pious  Israelites  who  heard  of  it.  A  melancholy  story  indeed  is 
this  !  TeJ^U  not  in  Gathj  pubiiuh  it  not  in  Aakelony  Uh  the  tmdrcum' 
cUed  triuntfih.  The  scriptures  faithfully  relate  this  shameful  miscar- 
riage of  one  of  its  greatest  heroes  ;  which  is  at  once  an  evidence 
of  their  sincerity,  and  an  awful  warning  to  all,  even  to  the  best  of 
men.  It  wom  written  for  our  learnings  that  he  vfho  thinketh  he  stand' 
€thy  may  take  heed  lest  he  fall.     Therefore, 

2.  We  should  learn  hence,  to  avoid  all  occauons  of  sin,  and 
quench  the  first  sparks  of  temptation.  Had  David  been  with  his 
army,  as  he  undoubtedly  should,  he  would  have  escaped  this  blot. 
Had  he  been  at  his  harp,  or  his  psalnui,  at  almost  any  thing  but 
being  idle,  he  had  not  fallen.  Had  he  checked  the  temptation  at 
first,  turned  away  his  eyes  from  the  tempting  object,  and  given  him- 
self to  prayer,  he  had  overcome  the  temptation.  May  we  avoid 
every  thing  which  may  be  an  occasion  of  sin,  and  an  incentive  to 
fleshly  lusts ;  especially  idleness,  and  a  love  of  sloth.  JLet  us  mind 
the  duties  of  our  station  ;  make  a  covenant  with  cur  eyet  s  snd  if  w^ 
mrould  be  safe^  we  must  watch^  as  well  as  /mzy,  that  vfe  enter  not  into 
temfitation, 

•  3.  See  the  mischievous  consequences  of  sin  ;  how  one  'leads  .to 
.another  ;  and  what  vast  evil  one  act  of  vice  is  often  big  with ;  how 
much  one  sin  needs  anotlier  to  cloak  and  conceal  it.  Adultery 
must  be  covered  with  treachery,  making  Uriah  drunk,  and  then 
murdering  him.  7%e  vfay  of  sin  it  down  Mil  $  a  man  knows  not 
ivhere  he  will  stop.  The  beginninc^  of  sin  ought  to  be  dreaded  ; 
and  the  appearances  of  it  avoided ;  for  who  can  tell  where  it  will 
end  ?  Let  us  daily  pray.  Lord  lead  w  not  into  tentfuation^  hut  deliver 
ALsfrom  evil, 

4.  We  learn  that  God  observes  the  sins  of  his  own  people  with 
-great  displeasure.  He  must  see  it  and  be  displeased  with  it  in  every 
one  :  but  the  sins  of  his  peculiar  people  are  most  of  all  displeas- 
ing, because  there  is  so  much  of  ingratitude  and  treachery  in  thenu 
If  any,  therefore,  are  so  presumptuous  and  wicked  as  to  encourage 
themselves  in  sin  by  this  example,  or  to  palliate  their  crimes,  by 
pleading  what  Daidd  did,  let  them  know  that  the  displeasure  of  al-^ 
mighty  God  will  follow  them.  And  the  sacred  historian,  in  the  ac- 
coimt  of  the  unparalleled  evils  which  came  on  David's  family,  yea» 
lue  himself,  in  his  penitential  Psalm  (Faahn  li.)  composed  on  this 
occasion,  has  shown  us  what  an  evil  thing  sin  is,  and  what  bitterness 
it  will  be  in  the  end*    Stand  in  avft^  the^ore>  and  dn  not. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

• 

yft  hittJt  m  IA»  cTU^et  David^t  refientante  for  Ms  ^eai  Hn. ;   Jftn* 
'    ihttn^t  fiarahlc  ;  the  nftfi&cation  qf  it  to  Ikrvidj  and  the  judgment 
'    threatened  to  hU  fitmUy  ;  tht  tlM^a  death  ;  the  berth  of  Solomon  g 
and  the  taking  ofBn&boh* 

1  A  N  D  tbe  LoxD  sent  Nathan  onto  David**  And  he  came 
x\,  unto  hiiDt and  said  unto  him  in  a  parable^  There  wete 

'  S  two  men  in  one  citf  ;  the  one  richt  and  the  otherpoor*  The 
S  rkih  [man]  had  exceadkig  many  Socks  and  herds  s  Butthepopr 
[man]  had  nothing,  save  one  Ettle  ewe  kmb»  whkh  be  had 
bonght  and  nourished  up :  and  it  grew  «p  together  with  himf 
and  with  his  children ;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat>  and  drank  of 
his  own  enpy  and  laf  in  his  bosoniy  and  was  unto*  him  as  a  daugh* 

.  4  ter^  exeetdkngh^  dear  and  Moved*  And  there  came  a  traTclfcr 
imto  the  rich  man^  and  he  spared  to  take  of  fab  own  flock  and  of 
his  own  herd  to  dress  for  the  wayfering  man  that  was  come  im« 
to  hiin ;  but  txxk  the  poor  man's  faimh>  and  dressed  it  for  the 

5  man  that  was  come  to  him4  And  Darid's  anger  was  greatly 
kintf  ed  against  the  man ;  and  he  said  to  Nathan,  £As]  the 
LoiB  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  dene  this  [thing]  shidl  surely 
diey  OTj  19  mtrthy  to  diej  becaute  there  vaa  ao  much  erueUy  in  ii^ 
being  done  oar  qfwantonne*9  and  tyranny  ^  and  not/rom  any  «e« 

6  ceoeity.  And  he  shall  restore  the  lamb  fourfold,  faecordhtg  to 
the  latffy  Exodus  x^ii.  1.)  because  he  did  this  thing,  and  becamse 

7  he -had  no  pity^  And  Nathan  said  to  David*  Thou  [art]  the 
man  (  thatguHty  person  nohom  thou  hast  aceuaed  and  condermedJ^ 
Thus  sakh  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  I  anointed  thee  king  over 

S  Israel,<iUidl  dehvered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul ;  And  I 
gave  thee  thy  master^s  house,  and  thy  master's  vrives  into  thy 
Vosom^  and  gave  thee  the  house  of  Israel  and  of  Judah  ;  and  If 
[that  had  been}  too  little,  I  would  moreover  have  given  thee  such 
>  f  and  sui^h  things*  Wherefore  then  hast  thou  despised  the  con>« 
mandmentoftheLosD,  to  do  evil  in  his  sight  ?  thou  hastkillei} 
U^iah  the  Hittite  with  the  sword,  contrived  the  murder  of  that 
hrave  mwi  by  the  sword  (fthe  enemy  ;  and  hast  taken  Ins  wifc 

•  *      . 

*  Thit  wa«  afVer  dhe  child  wai  boni«  when  die  thins  waa  kno»ii»  and  came  to  be  publicly 
talked  oF.  It  IS  probable  that  David  repented  before  this  ;  but  Natban  was  sent  to  bring  him 
to  a  p«blte  ackaiftf  Ifidgaoit*  that  he  might  giw  glory  to  G«n|»  asd  be  a  wamiag  and  aduoaU 
titn  toothers. 

i*  ThU  vras  a  prudent  and  respectful  stxy  of  reproving,  and  after  the  manner  of  the  eastern 
*liati6ns.  bjr  which  David  was  brMight  to  c^mlemn  himselC  As  thb  was  the  great  design,  it 
.was  not  necessary  tlut  ther«  shoiild  be  an  exact  resemblance  in  f'ftry  p«rticiilar.  Soma 
things  were  only  ornamental.  Nathan  had  been  naed  to  come  on  these  occasions,  to  compUiH 
(tf  in-egttfarltks  in  the  klngdon,  and  tee  that  the  king  did  jnitloe  to  the  injared- 

.       t  He  might  have  addedt  <nM  kt  j/rw  the  pnr  m*n,  that  ht  might  not  tftt  :  hot  dus  woidi 
have  broujrht  the  cise  too  close,  and  David  would  have  sfcn  it  too  soon. 

I  The  prophet  here  sneaks,  oat  as  a  petitioner  for  the  poor  man,  hat  m  an  ambassador 
from  the  God  of  heaveil.  David's  sin  was  agsravatedhy  all  his  oUigmlona  x»  God»  iarakiag 
him  to  K'lch  dignity  from  low  circumstances  i  he  had  given  him  Saul's  estate  and  family  to 
dispme  of  »s  he  pleased,  and  dominion  over  all  the  twelve  tribes ;  and  if  that  was  not  enough* 
he  uiiKht  fKiiy  h;4ve  ask^d;  and  Ood  would  have  given  him  sochUuogs  as  he  waatcdL  aad  ctntf 
rruooably  desm^ 
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(!fai  tel  4hf  lififiB,  iuxl  liwkilgitt  U^ 

Mm  that  he  ndgkt  take  ihU  ifftftf  whkh  wob  €<mirgry  po  ^eAe  iam 

WO  mgcanBt  nuU^ifimgmof*  l^onr  therefore  the  Awgrd  sbfill.iieYfir 
d^Mtft  from  thtoe  house  ;  beceute  thou  hasl4^s|>^i^  w^y  and 

ii  hmt  tekea  die  wife  of  Umh  the  Hittilelo  be  t\%f  vfik^  Thus 
afuUi  the  JLou»i  Behold)  I  will  ruse  up  ei4i  sc;siQsl;  ^ee  out  of 
fldoe  own  hsoset  and  I  will  take  thy  wives  before  thine  f  yesy 
and  giffe  [them]  unto  thy  neighbottr}/®  wc  v>ko  is  moat  nefir  /a 
thee^  and  he  ^shatt  lie  with  thy  wive»  in  tlie  sight  oS  tlus  «iin« 

12  For  thim  tdidst  [it}  spcveUy :  but  I  will  do  Ibis  thkig  bcAure  aU 

<L3  lacadi'and  before  the  son.    Ajod  David  said  unto  NatlM^it  2 

Jiav£  sinned -agpainst  the  Losd.^    And  Nathan  said  unto  David» 

Thel^oRsalsohalh pot  away  thyoini  thoiu  shait  not  die^ »«•> 

.tktr  ctaroaUyf  nor  by  ai»y  mMeu  stroke  or  jt^dgtaem^  aecoriiif^^  0 

14  thy  ovmsatieneej  v.  :5.||  Howhait)  because  by  this  deed  ^jthou 
hast  given  gnat  oocaatoo  tiQ  the  enesmes  of  the-JUiiR^  to  i>las« 
fbfejn&yondr^otathreUgio'h  o»  if  it  counteHance(l,auc& /tracfi^e^f 
.thexhHd  also  [that  is]  born  wU>  thee^  sbaU  surely  4|^  By  thU 
tQodwmdicaied*his  o/vmjttsiiee^  mamtedned  the  Pr^th  jttnd  /lurify  of 
hia  reHgiony  and  let  the  world  see  how  much  he  was  dieplegaedvdth 
JknddU  crime. 

45  Aad  Nathan  de|>arted  unto  bis  house*  And  the  Loaji  struck 
the  child  that  Uriah's  wift  haie  unto  J^avid,  and  i\  was  very 

4.6  aicfc.  tDavid  therefore  besought  God  for  the  cbiW ;  and  David 
foatody  and  went  in»  tQlde  closet^  or  some  retired  filacej  and  if^  ^i^l 

47  aiglit  upon  the  «ia>th.  And  the  elders  of  hb  house,  U^prmci* 
tmlxfieera  aboi^  hie  courty  arose,  [and  weaat]  to  hiia^  to  raise  him 
up  from  ithe  euth,  wtd  kttreoted  him  not  to  give  way  to  exceeeive 
^^y'hu$  takeetrre  ifhie  heaith:  hut  he  womW  nol^  nei^er  dill 
he  eat  bread  with  them  a«  UMualy  hut/aatedy  wefityandfirfiyedy  in 

AB  bofieeJhtU  the  threatemag  was  only  conditiooal.*  And  it  caipc  to 
ifmss  on  the  seventh  day  rfteritfeU  iUy  that  the  child  died.  I^ 
.tfaeservantaof  D^d  feared  to  tell  him  that  the  child  was  d^  s 
ibr  they  said*  Behold)  -while  the  child  was  yet  alive,  yae  ^ake 
unto.htmi  and  he  would  not heai^han  unto  our  voice  i  how  muH 


£2; 


*  Xlik  MBtence  wis  fnWllcd  in  the  death  of  iJisalo«i,  Aoskmi,  mA  Adoiii>ih»  who  all  fell 
the  sword,  and  ao  did  wany  of  his  remoce  draoendanti,  especially  when  the  wKewroyal 
m^  -mm  ftoto  by  Atha»a>H  ami  7,«lc»bh's  aoo^waia^tohcSire  his  eyes. 


t  TliiswashUowaaoo  ANalMn*  who  spread  his  tent  prohablyoD. the  very  boose  tof 
lirom  whence  David  saw  Bathnhsba*  Jtnddthaochcd  fab  fadker^  wires  ia  the  sight  of  aU  Israel- 
aoecAe^aivLn. 


%  S^iaapaOaviddid  Kit  nraraefc  more  thafttfSaoMiacoccasleD;  his  heart  smeofaQ 
chat  he  cried  oat  in  a  trait  penitent  manner,  with  blusmng  and  tears,  /  Aaer  ihmtd  4fA«l^' 
Me  L»rd.    And  Ood»  tedng  tint  his  repentance  was  sincere,  directed  Katiiaa  to  assure  Un 


ing 

•f  pardon  thefeopoQ* 

I  Loag  Keceding  neptotance  might  qoaliiy  Mm  for  this  display  of  mercy.  The  thirty  sec- 
ond, aad  otKer  penitential  psa]nis»  seem  to  prove  this.  Hot  as  the  sin  was  pimic,  so  the  repcnt- 
«noe  arait.be ;  andhe  coaiposed  the  fifty  first  psalm  to  be  Msg  pnblidy  in  the  tabeQiaele 
while  he  prostrated  himsclfbefem  the  throne  of  mercy. 

'PeihsMshs  was;  the  more  earnest  on  this  occaaslon^jpartlybecanse  he  considered  die 


Aildfs  dei£kas  apanisb»ent  for  his  sin,  and  partly  out  of  hu  great  love  to  Bach-iheha.  ^^• 
aide«  we  arc  •onetioiet  loidy  to  vatnc  thJnp  agcowbii  to  the  dJawcMaaAtcoobl^  fttwfih  Ihy 
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l9  he  tben'vs6X  hiniself,  if  we  tell  him  that  the  child  is  de^  T  But 
when  David  saw  that  his-servants  whispered,  David  i>erceiTed 
that  the  child  was  dead  x  therefore  David  said  unto  his  servants, 

,2p  Is  the  child  dead  ?  And  they  said^^He  is  dead.  Then  Dafid 
arose  from  the  earthy  and  washed,  and  anointed  [himself,]  and 
changed  his  apparel  :  with  great  resignation  and  resolution  he 
put  off  his  mourning  habity  and  came- into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 

<  in  the  tent  which  was  finrvided  *for  th&  «r^,  and  worshipped,  rr- 
tumed  thanks  fcr  the  pardon^  expressed  his  stUnmssion  to  the  di^ 
vine  wily  and  intreated  God  to  moderate  and  sanctify  the  affliC' 
tion  ;  then  he  came  to  his  own-  house^ ;  and  when  he  require^ 

21  they  set  bread  before  him,  and  he  did  eat.  Then  said  his  ser^ 
vants  unto  him,  What  thing  [h]  this  that  thou  hast  done  I 
thou  didst  fast  and  weep  for  the  child,  [while  it  was]  alive ;  but 

*22  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou  didst  rise  fuid  eat  bread*  And  he 
said,  While  the  child  was  yet  alive,  I  fiisted  and  wept :  for  I 
said,  Who  can  tell  [whether]'  God  will  be  gracious  to  me, 

»83  that  the  child  may  live  ?*  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore 
should  I  fast  ?  can  I  bring  him  back  again  ?  rather  let  me  :pre' 
pare  toJbUow  him^/or  I  shall  goto  him,  but  he  shall  not  return 
to  me.  • 

24  And  David  comforted  Bath-sheba  his  wife,  who  was  greatly 
distressed  for  her  sin^  and  the  loss  of  her  chUd,  and  he  went  in  m>* 
to  her,  and  lay  with  her :  and  she  bare  a  son,  and  he  called  his 
name  Solomon,  that  isj  peaceadlcy  because  he  was  to  enj^apeaec' 

25  able  reign^  I  Chron,  xxii.  9.  and  the  Loud  loved  him;  And,  as  a 
token  qf  reconciliation  to  father  and  mother^  and  loveto  the  chUdf 
he  sent  by  the  hand  of  Nathan  the  prophet ;  and  he  called  his 
name  Jedidiah,  that  u,  beloved  of  the  Lordy  because  of  the  Leap. 

26  And  Joab  fought  against  Rabbah  of  the  children  of  Ammoo, 
and  .took  the  royal  city  ;  made  such  a  breach,  that  that  part  qfthe 
city  wherein  the  royal  palace  stoody  which  was  compassed  with  wd^ 

27  ters  might  easily  be  taken^  And  Joab  sent  messengers  to  David, 
and  said,  I  have  fought  against  Rabbah,  and  have  taken  the  city 
of  waters,  got  possession  qfthe  lowef  futrts  ofit,  and  the  soUiers 

28  ha:ve  retired  to  the  upp&r  and  stronger  parts.  Now  therefore 
gather  the  rest  of  the  people  together,  and  encamp  against  the 
city,  and  take  it :  lest  I  take  the  city,  and  it  be  called  after  my 
name.  Joab  laved  his  prince,  and  endeavoured  to  raise  his  glory^ 
and  he  knew  the  city  must  soon  surrender  if  the  waters  were  cut 

29  off.\  And  David,  according  to  Joab^s  advice,  gathered  all  the 
people  together,  and  went  to  Rabbah,  and  fought  against  it,«nd 

SO  took  it  by  storm.  And  he  took  their  king's  crown  from  off  his 
head,  the  weight,  that  is,  the  value,  whereof  [was]  a  talent  of 
gold  with  the  precious  stones  :t|  and  it  was  [set]  on  David's 


*  Tbta  was  a  truly  heroic  and  reltgioat  reason ;  while  the  child  watalhre  there  w« 
bope  that  God  would  revene  the  sentence,  there  was  room  for  prayer. 

t  Some  think  this  was  done  before  David*s  repentance,  and  the  Urth  of  Sotonon ;  hot  t 
rather  think  the  siege  held  oat  to  lonj;:  as  the  city,  which  the  word  signifies^  was  atargcaoA 
vtrong  place,  and  a  royal  city,  where  the  palace  was. 

I  Polybios  tells  us  that  Antiochus  did  so  by  it  some  hundred  yean  after  this. 

I  This  crowB  was  wortU  several  choosaad  pooodt*  lomo  Wf,  a(  Uast  five  tlwsMdi 
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'    bead.    And  he  brought  ibitfa  the  spoil  of  the  eity  in  great  abuiH 

il  dance.    And  he  brought  forth  the  people  that  [w^re]  therein* 

and  put  [them]  under  taws*  and  under  harrowa  oi  iron^  and  un-« 

der  axes  of  iron,  and  made  them  pass  through  the  brick  kihi  :* 

and  thus  did  he  unto  all  the  pities  of  the  children  of  Ammon* 

So  David  and  all  the  people  returned  unto  Jerusalem. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  ^nnHIS  instance  ofGod'sfoi'givihg  goodness,  to  a  great  en« 
X.  couragement  to  true  penitents.  David's  was  a  complica- 
ted and  aggravate  iniquity.  But  when  the  heaH  is  truly  humble 
and  penitent*  God  forgives.  This  may  give  encouragement  to  the 
greatest  sinners  to  hope  in  the  divine  mercy,  if  their  hearts  are  con- 
trite, if  they  abhor  and  have  forsaken  their  sins.  Let  the  vickedy 
therefore,,^r<aJ(re  fOB  vkiy^  and  the  uhrigAtiou*  nuth  Me  thtmghte^  ahd 
turn  unto  the  JLord^  and  he  mil  have  rherq/  ttfion  him, 

2.  The  sins  of  God's  people  are  peculiafly  shameflil  in  them-* 

selves,  &nd  displeanng  to  him,  because  they  gite  Ids  enemies  occa-* 

sion  to  blaspheikie.    We  may  suppose  that  the  pro&ne  Israelites 

now  triumphed.    *  Is  this  your  professor  ?  This  the  sweet  psalmist 

of  Israel  ?'  Let  those  who  profess  reUgion,  and  a  relation  to  Godt 

walk  circumspectly,  and  not  give  occasion  to  those  who  seek  for  it* 

Those  especially,  Who  make  any  particular  profession,  should  be 

peculiarly  cautious,  and  give  no  reason  to  the  enemies  of  our  wor* 

ship  to  speak  repi^chfuUy.    If,  after  iniquity,  God  should  forgive* 

yet  he  may  see  it  necessary  to  animadvert  upon  it  in  this  world  ; 

he  may  bring  upon  us  such  heavy  Calamities,  as  may  embitter  our 

whole  lives.    This  was  the  caSe  with  David.    Let  professors  of  re-> 

ligion,  therefore,  be  very  careful  so  to  behave,  that  they  fnay  at  once 

secure  the  favour  and  friendship  of  allhighty  God,  and  adoni  his 

doctrine  by  a  holy  life  and  conversation. 

3.  The  arguments  by  which  David  composed  his  own  mind  after 
the  death  of  his  child,  are  very  proper  for  us,  when  mourning  the 
death  of  dedrable  children.  It  was  a  very  solid  consideration,  that 
lall  his  grief  could  not  recover  his  child.  It  is  a  very  wise  thought* 
though  not  a  very  comfortable  one,  that  it  is  all  in  vain  to  weep  aa(Ml 
sorrow  ;  there  ts  no  hei/i  in  ua.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  endeav«* 
ouring  to  compose  our  minds,  and  not  to  give  a  loose  to  our  pas- 
sions. He  further  reflected,  that  he  should  quickly  go  after  it. 
Considering  himself  as  a  mortal  creature,  he  saw  the  folly  of  exces- 
sive grief.  When  frfends  die,  we  should  think  of  our  own  death  i 
how  quickly  we  shall  go  after  them:  therefore  we  have  something 
else  to  do  than  spend  otn*  time  in  fruitless  sorrow.    The  words  inti-* 

*  It  hat  been  the  opinion  of  Mmie  terMM .  that  thi t  ocprestlo*  relatet  to  the  tcvrritf  with  • 
which  Daviil  treated  themi  and  they  vindicate  his  dointj^  so,  from  vartoin  considerationa.    But 
it  may  tigniFy  only  putting  thrm  under  toch  li^»oari«  and  making  slaves  of  them  to  do  hard  and 
tenrtle  work.    So  tre  aiiedt  oflay  tog  men  ander  tribute.    It  it  •  coAimOQ  mode  of  •peecli  i» 
several  hmguages. 
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lAate  further^  that^  looking  beyond  the  gravey  he  saw  Minedimgt^ 
assuage  his  griefs  some  views  of  fbture  happiness.  The  prospedE 
of  meeting  oar  fellow  creatures  again,  and  being  for  ever  with  tton, 
is  a  source  of  comfort  and  joy  when  fhey  are  ^en  away«  Let  us 
dierefbre  be  patient  in  tribulation^  and  be  in  subjection  to  the  Father  ^ 
^fmitBj  and  live, 

CHAP.    XIIL' 

^(fKhan  had  told  Davidf  that  God  would  roue  ufi  trvQ  in  hie  houetf 
and  here  the  threatening  began  to  befyifiUed,  Amnon  d^fikth  JKd 
meter^  and  ie  murdered  by  Abmdom^e  order, 

1  A  ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom  the  aoit 
XjL  of  David  had  a  fair  sister^  whose  name  [was]  Tamar  ^ 
And  AjcnnoD  the  son  of  David  loved  her.    Jimnon  toas  David's 

d  eldeet  eon,  and  heir  to  the  crovm.  And  Amnon  was  sa  vexed 
that  he  feH  sick  for  his  sister  Tamar,  the  violence  of  Me  fiaeeion 
injured  Ma  health  ;  Jbr  she  [was]  a  virgin  ;  and  Amnon  thought 
it  hard  for  him  to  do  any  thing  to  her  ;  the  terror  o/indulging 

2  it  increased  hia  dieorder.  But  Amnon  had  a  fnend,  ajirat  cou^y 
vfho  woe  very  intimate  vnth  him,  whose  name  [was]  Jonadab,  th^ 
son  of  Shimeah  David'lB  brother  i  and  Jonadab  [was]  a  very  sub- 
tile man  }•  very  artful  in  ^nding  out  meant  to  accomftUeh  hie  ende^ 

4  arul  be  fiumfied  out  the  fat(d  secret.  And  he  said  unto  him» 
Why  [art]  thou,  [best^]  the  king's  son,  lean,/^a/tf,  won,  and  de^ 

jectedy  from  day  to  day  r  seeing  thou  art  the  king^s  son,  thou  may'^ 
est  command  vfhat  thou  desirestj  arid  not  be  under  the  restraint  qf 
ordinary  men :  wilt  thou  not  tell  me,  and  ofien  thy  whole  heart  to 
thy  friend  ?  And  Amnon  said  unto  him,  I  love  Tamar  my 

5  brother  Absalom's  sister.  And  Jonadab  said  unto  him.  Lay 
thee  down  on  thy  bed,  and  make  thyself  sick :  and  when  thy 
father  cometh  to  see  thee,  say  unto  him,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  sis* 
ter  Tamar  come,  and  give  me  meat,  and  dress  the  meat  in  my 

6  sight,  that  I  may  see  [it^]  and  eat  [it]  at  her  hand.*  So  Am- 
non laid  down,  and  made  himself  sick  :  and  when  the  king  was 
come  to  see  him,  Anmon  said  unto  the  king,^!  pray  thee  let  l^tmar 
my  sister  come^  and  make  me  a  couple  of  cakes  in, my  sightr 
that  I  mtay  eat  at  her  hand  ^  she  is  so  dear  to  me^  that  I  shall  eat 

7  any  thing  the  better  for  being  dressed  by  her.  Then  David  sent 
home  to  Tamar,  saying,    Go  now  to  thy  brother  Amnon's 

ft  Ifouse,  and  dress  him  meat.  So  Tamar,  like  an  obedient  daugh^ 
ter^  a  kind  sister^  and  a  good  housewife^  went  to  her  brother  Am-^ 
son's  house  ;.  aod  he  was  laid  down.    And  she  tookfiour^  and 

» 

*  This  wicked  Goonier*  imtewl  of  rrprovInK  him  and  taniins  his  thoughts  tome  other 
mvf,  flUrnished  him  with  an  expedient  to  ^ratif^  his  passion.    He  must  feign  himself  sick  ; 
and  when  hix  father  came  to  see  him,  comjilain  of  his  stomach,  that  he  wanted  somethincr 
nice,  which  most  be  prepared  In  his  presence,  by  a  person  tx  whom- he  hAAvilkls|ll-caiecfl» 
"nh  was  i  platutMe  pretence  for  trvfaiip  her  at  hit  owa  htoio.  "' 
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kneaded  [it*]  and  made  cakes  inhis  flight,  and  didliake  the  cakes. 
And  she  took  a  paO)  and  poured  [them]  out  before  him ;  but  he 
refiised  to  eat^  firetending  that  he  had  no  aftfietitcj  mu  grovm 
worthy  amd  eotdd  net  bear  camfiany  ;  he  wotdd  therefore  retire  into 
an  hmer  chamber^  and  there  try  to  eat.  And  Amnon  said)  Have 
outall  men  from  me.    And  they  i«<eiitout  everymanfrom  hint. 

lO  And  Amum  said  unto  Tamar,  Bring  the  meat  into  the  cham* 
ber,  that  I  may  eat  of  thine  hand.  And  Tamar  took  the  cakes 
vhkh  she  had  made^  and  brought  [them]  into  the  chamber  to 
Amnon  her  brother  ;  her  own  innocence  and  near  reiationMfi  to 

\  1  Amnon  made  her  -think  hertey^ secure.  And  when  she  had  brought 
[them]  unto  h|m  to  eat,  he  took  hold  of  her,  and  said  unto  her» 
Cmne  lie  with  mO)  my  sister;  ht  threw  i^ the  maitk^  and  made  an 

12  infamouM  attempt  on  her  virtue.  And  she  reasoned  with  him^and 
answered  him  in  the  mo9t  pertinent  manner^  Nay,  my  brothery  do 
not  force  me*  for  no  such  thing  ought  to  be  done  in  Israel ;  do 

IS  not  thou  this  folly.  And  I|  wluther  shall  I  cause  my  shame  to 
go  I  and  as  for  Uiee,  thou  shah  be  as  one  of  the  foob  in  Israel. 
Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  speak  unto  the  king ;  for  he  will 

14  not  withhold  me  from  thee.*  Howbeithe  would  not  hearken 
unto  her  Toice  :  but,  b«ng  straiger  than  she,  fovced  her,  and 
lay  wkh  her,  determined  to  gratify  Mm  brtdalpaetion^to  the  ineu' 
/lerahie  injury  of  hi*  amiable  and  virtuoue  tuter, 

15  Then  Amnon,  in  consequence  qf  her  reproaches j  andj  hie  own 
conscience  recoiling^  hated  her  exceedingly,  nffhen  he  should  have 
hated  himself ;  so  that  the  hatred  whereHrith  he  hated  her  [was] 
greater  than  the  love  wherewith  he  had  loved  her.  And  Am- 
non, instead  qf  using  any  means  to  sooth  her  griefs  said  unto  hery 

16  Arise,  be  gone.  And  she  said  unto  him,  [There  is]  no  cause  : 
this  evil  in  sending  me  away  [is]  greater  than  the  other  that 
thou  didst  unto  me«t    But  he  would  not  hearken  unto  her. 

17  Then  he  called  his  servant  that  ministered  unto  him,  and*  saidf 
Put  now  this  [woman]  out  from  me,  and  bolt  the  docH*  after  her : 
this  was  barbarous  and  cruei  usage^  as  if  she  had  been  an  impudent 

IS  intruder.  And  [she  had]  a  garment  of  divers  colours  upon  her: 
for  with  such  robes  were  the  king's  daughters  [that  were]  vir* 
gins  apparelled.  Then  his  servant  brought  her  out,  and  bolted 
the  door  after  her. 

19  And  Tamar  put  ashes  on  her  head,  and  rent  her  garment  of 
divers  odours  that  [was]  on  her,  and  laid  her  hand  on  her  head* 
and  went  on  crying,  with  all  the  expressions  <fthe  greatest  gritf 

*  Tunar  here pkadedf  that  die  was  a  near  rdatifoo  ;  that  die  would  not  eabmit  withoat 
violence ;  that  tucn  athlng  onght  not  to  be  done  in  braelf  a  nation  devoted  to  God  ;  that  It 
woald  be  an  insuperable  diihonour  to  her;  that  the  coold  neither  drive  away  faerehune*nar 
hide  it ;  that  h?  would  lote  hit  repatatioa«  and  perhape  his  crown,  and  be  considered  at  a 
man  void  of  all  religion*  hononr.  and  huroanitj.  Bnt  ondtnc  aU  tlais  would  not  do«  she  inti- 
fliatedt  that  he  was  Us  fothei's  darlini;.  and  he  wottlddeiiy  him  notlUor,  and  would  therdfore 
Kive  Imt  to  him  for  his  wife.  Slie  orsedany  tliin|^  to  diirttt  Urn  firom  ms  purpose,  and  deliver 
nenelf  from  die  present  danger ;  bat  all  waa  in  rain. 

t  It  waa  not  h  greater  sfai,  hot  a  gteater  mischief  became  it  wonld  pDhUAher  8ham#,  nA 
be  a  yM^c  scanhi  on  the  wh6le  familT'  The  first  injarv  might  be  concealed  and  repented  ef ; 
«ie  seooad  waa  deHbenu,  wA  wooMbrinf  ityroach  on  himfeif.  on  ber,  od  on  Ott  rcUsiA 
mA  pcorle  of  God. 
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90  and  deefiest  (HstreM.  And  Absalom  her  brothers  fo  vhoae  Moute 
the  wenty  said  unto  her.  Hath  Amnon  thf  brother  been  with 
thee  ?  but  hold  now  thy  peace,  my  sister :  he  [is]  thy  brother  ; 
regard  not  this  thing.*  So  Tamar  remained  desolate,  in  a/ot^ 
torn  and  mourn/id  condtttMy  in  her  brother  Absalom's  house. 

SI  But  when  lung  David  heard  of  all  these  things,  he  was  very 
wroth,  and  no  vxmder  \  but  he  did  not  fiunish  Avmon  as  he  ought 

83  to  haroe  done.  And  Absalom  spake  unto  his  brother  Amnon 
neither  good  nor  bad  abota  thU  matter  ^e  did  not  %o  nmch  ae 
let  him  know  that  he  cwu  offended^  hut  cihikhed  his  hatred j  and 
meditated  revenge  :  for  Absalom  hated  Amion,  because^  he  bad 

83  forced  his  sister  Tamar.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  two  full 
years,  harbouring  all  the  Vfhile  his  v/icked  project^  and  xoaiting  a 
fair  ofiportumty^  that  Absalom  had  sheepshearers  in  Baalhazer, 
which  [is]  beside  Ephraim  :  and  Absalom  invited  all  the  king's 

M  sons  to  the  iheefishearing  andfesttvat.  And  Absalom  came  to 
the  king,  and  said,  Behold  now,  thy  servant  hath  sheepshear- 
ers ;  let  the  king,  I  beseech  thee,  and  his  servants  g6  with  thy 
servant ;  he  invited  the  king  and  his  fondly  to  go^  to  avoid  sus/ii^. 

65  cion.  And  the  king  said  to  Absalom,  Nay,  my  spn,  let  us  net 
all  now  go,  lest  we  be  chargeable  unto  thee.  And  lie  pressed 
him  :  howbeit  he  would  not  go,  but  blessed  him  ;  thanked  him 

26  Jbr  his  invitatiouj  and  mshed  them  muehjoy  in  their  feast.  Then 
said  Absalom,  If  not,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  brother  Amnon  go 
with  us.    And  the  king  said  unto  him,  Why  should  he  go  with 

d7  thee  ?t  But  Absalom,  that  there  ndght  be  no  ground  qfsttsfdciony 
pressed  him,  so  that  he  let  Amnon  and  all  A^^  brothers  the  king's 

28  sons  go  unih  him.  Now  Absalom  had  commanded  his  servants, 
saying,  Mark  ye  now  when  Amnon's  heart  is  merry  with  wine,  and 
when  I  say  unto  you,  Smite  Amnon  ;  then  kill  him,  fear  not : 
have  not  I  commanded  you  ?  be  courageous,  and  be  valiant.| 

29  And  the  servants  of  Absalom  did  unto  Amnon  as  Absalcxn 
had  commanded.  Then  all  the  king*s  sons  arose,  and  every 
man  gat  him  upon  his  mule,  and  fled,  fearing  that  he  would 
destroy  the  whole  royal  fondly^ 

30  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  they  were  in  the  way,  that  tidings 
came  to  David,  saying,  Absalom  hath  slain  all  the  king's  sons, 
and  there  is  not  one  of  them  left.  One  of  the  attendants^  seeing 
Jimnon  slapiy  concluded  all  the  rest  would  share  the  same  fate  ; 

81  and  he  came  and  told  David  so.  Then  the  king  arose,  and  tare 
his  garments,  and  lay  on  the  earth  }  and  all  his  servants  stood 

*  Abfalom  ooverrd  kls  nupidoin  ia  the  motr  docent  an^  prudent  phrase  ;  md  to  spare  her 
Uutbes  he  prevented  her  answerinir,  and  advised  her  to  be  composed,  because  rbe  oflender  wm 
her  brother.  He  knew  Amnon 'a  character  to  be  a  bgtd  one,  or  he  never  would  have  suspected 
he  could  be  goUty  of  soch  a  thing. 

t  Asinoa*  being  the  eklesc  son.  he  would  show  hi^i  rcspeet ;  and  his  pcesence  would  he 
9n  honour  ro  cbe  CQmfmj :  bnt  the  king  waved  this  also,  probably  frosi  the  same  prhicipic,  th»r 
^bsadons  might  fiocjrun  to  too  great  an  expense  at  the  shearing. 

I  Abaalom  knew  hia  brother  was  a  debaochee  \  he  thought  he  would  be  drunk,  and  at 
such  a  time  less  suspicious*  and  less  fit  to  lUikc  renUtance.  He  likewise  thought  his  own  atK 
Ihority  would  be  sti|ideot  t«  n'tM^vc  bit  serviintti.wd  he  had  |W9b«b]y  lome  view  to  tVe 
Wffhi  as  welt  an  revenge/ 
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S3  by  with  their  clothes  rent.  And  Jonadab  the  son  of  Shimeah 
David's  brother^  answered  and  said,  Let  not  my  lord  8upi«  se 
[that]  they  have  slain  all  the  young  men  the  king's  sobs  ;  ibr 
Amnon  only  is  dead :  for  by  the  appointment  of  Absalom  this 
hath  been  determined  from  the  day  that  he  forced  his  sister  Ta- 

33  mar.  Now  therefore  let  not  my  lord  the  king  take  the  things 
to  his  heart,  to  think  that  all  the  king's  sons  are  dead  :  for  Am« 

34  non  only  is  dead.*  But  Absalom  fled.  And  the  young  man 
that  kept  the  watch  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and,  behold, 
there  came  much  people  by  the  way  of  the  hiU  side  behind  him  ; 
/A«y  came  a  round  abcui  Vfatj  to  prevent  their  being  fiertevued^  09 

35  they  still  thought  themselves  in  danger.  And  Jonadab,  vtho  went 
out  to  seej  came  in  with  the  nexusj  and  said  unto  the  king,  ^ehold, 

36  the  king's  sons  come  :  as  thy  servant  said,  so  it  is.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking,  that, 
behold,  the  king's  sons  came,  and  lifted  up  their  voice  and  wept  i 
and  the  king  also  and  all  his  servants  wept  very  sore. 

37  But  AbsfJom  fled  and  went  to  Talmai  the  son  of  Ammihud, 
king  of  Geshur,  (Ms  mother's  father^  chap,  iii.  3.)  and  [David] 
mourned  for  his  son  every  day,  ybr  Amnon^  who  was  so  treacherm 

SB  ously  slain.  So  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  was  there 
39  three  years.  And  [the  soul  of]  king  David  longed  to  go  forth 
unto  Absalom  :  for  he  was  comforted  concerning  Amnon,  seed- 
ing he  was  dead  ;  his  affection  for  Absalom  at  length  got  the  bet^ 
ter  of  his  fruitless  gritffor  Amnon  $  and,  unwilling  to  want  the 
comfbrt  of  both  his  sonsj  he  was  solicitous  to  see  Absaldm  again^ 
end  be  reconciled  to  him^  if  he  could  tell  haw  to  do  it  without  fm« 
peachment  tfhis  honour  and  Justice, 

REFLECTIONS. 

} .  T  T  T  H  AT  a  dangerous  enemy  is  a  subtile  and  wicked  friend  I 
V  V  Such  was  Jonadab,  to  Amnon  :  he  flattered  and  encour«i 
aged  him  in  his  wickedness,  against  law  and  conscience,  and  all  the 
good  principles  by  which  the  mind  can  be  influenced.  It  is  bad 
for  any,  especially  for  young  men,  when  their  friends  and  compan* 
ions,  instead  of  reproving  and  admonishing  them,  and  warning  them 
of  the  danger  of  fleshly  lusts,  are  their  counsellors  to  do  wickedly, 
and  forward  them  in  evil  ways.  Young  persons  should  be  careful 
in  the  choice  of  companions,  lest  they  learn  their  way,  follow  their 
counsel,  and  get  a  snare  to  their  souls.  My  son^  if  sinners  entice  thecy 
consent  thou  not.  If  they  sayy  Come  with  usy  let  us  lay  wait  for  bloodj 
cast  in  thy  lot  among  us :  My  ton,  -walk  not  thou  in  the  way  with 
themy  refrain  thy  foot  from  their  path  :  for  their  feet  run  to  euilf  and 
make  haste  to  shed  blood, 

3.  Following  business  and  good  husbandry,  is  no  way  unbecom- 
ing the  greatest  personages.    Absalom,  though  he  was  the  king's 

*  |an|d"b  eondoded  this  matt  be  the  case,  frooi  having  beard  Abflilom  exprwt  hit  porpote 
•f  rerense,  and  never  heard  or  any  qaarrel  with  the  rctt  orthe  family.  He  speaks  Of  the  horrid 
villany  whicli  hphiBMlf  bad  coptrivcd»  with  copvidkkd  impudence^  and  at  wtets*^  *'"'' 

fltCUUCCIIb 
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•on,  had  his  fiimi)  and  his  sheqwbearing.  His  sister  uras  as  em»« 
ncjit  for  her  good  housewifery  as  for  her  beauty>  and  did  not  think 
domestic  employments  were  beneath  her  :  she  was  not  afraid  of 
spoiling  the  beauty  of  her  face,  or  the  whiteness  of  her  hands,  l^ 
Jineading  and  baking.  Business  is  not  beneath  the  greatest  gentle^ 
man  ;  domestic  employments  are  not  below  the  finest  lady.  And 
it  is  unhappy  for  many  families  in  this  day  that  pride  and  idleness 
8o  much  prevsul ;  that  sons  and  daughters  learn  dressings  gaming, 
and  dancing,  and  every  thing  but  wisdom,  diligence,  and  ^oOd  house* 
wtfery.  Let  parents  and  young  people  think  of  the  wise  consider- 
ation which  David  suggests  in  v.  25.  and  set  out  moderately  in  the 
world.  Especially  let  them  not  be  fond  of  making  entertainment), 
and  inviting  those  who  must  necessarily  put  them  to  great  expense. 

3.  See  the  mischievous  effects  of  unbridled  passions  ;  what  det* 
perate  lengths  they  carry  men  to,  and  what  dreadful  consequences 
they  involve  men  in.  Amnon  could  never  have  behaved  thus,  if  ho 
had  not  been  an  abandoned  fellow.  To  what  infamous  lengths  did 
his  brutal  passion  lead  him  !  What  dreadful  ag<Hiie8  of  conscience 
and  horror  must  he  have  felt,  when  he  could  not  bear  the  sight  of 
jiis  injured  sister.  But  he  knew  all  the  guilt  lay  upcm  himself.  He 
had  brought  ruin  on  his  amiable  sister,  distress  upon  his  pious  &- 
ther,  and  scandal  on  all  Israel.  May  we  learn  to  resist  temptation.; 
avoid  cherishing  any  thought,  or  harbouring  any  desire  that  is  cnm* 
inal ;  for,  .whether  gratified  or  not,  they  will  be  our  torment.  Let 
•young  people  especially  >7fe  youthful  Itiatej  be  sober  winded^  and  ke^ 
themeetveM  fiure^  their  minds  unspotted,  and  all  their  ideas  chaste ; 
and  'watch  and  firay^  that  they  etiter  not  into  temfitaHon, 

4.  We  see  here  how  abominable  malice  and  revenge  are.  What 
infamous  characters  were  both  David's  sons  ;  Absalom  hated  Am* 
noD,  and  concealed  it  for  two  years,  without  showing  any  signs  of 
it.  He  cloaked  his  wicked  design  with  the  pretence  of  civility  and 
kindness.  See  into  what  a  devil  indulged  malice  and  illnature  can 
turn  a  man.  What  a  torment  must  he  have  been  to  hhnsdf  for 
those  two  years.  Let  us  guard  against  a  revengeful  spirit.  How- 
ever we  may  be  injured,  we  are  forbid  to  revenge  ourselves.  Guard 
against  rancour  and  hatred  ;  for  he  that  hateth  hia  brother^  is  a  mur^ 
derer  ;  and  we  know  that  no  Tnurderer  hath  eternal  lift  abiding  in  him. 


•*tai 
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Jk  the  former  ehafiter  Msahm  vfas  outlawed  ;  in  this  we  httve  the 
method  which  Joab  took  to  have  him  restored  ;  by  artifice  he  gains 
judgment  in  hisfitvour^  and  has  orders  to  bring  Mm  home  ;  he  re* 
turns  to  court  J  and  his  fierson  is  described, 

1  ^^T  O  W  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  perceived  that  the  hinges 
X^    heart  [was]  toward  Absalom  ;  that  the  king  longed  to  see 

2  him  J  but  wanted  a  fair  pretence.    And  Joab  sent  to  Tekotfh^  and 
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fetched  thence  a  vriae  woman)  and  said  unto  her,  I  pray  thee, 
leig;n  thyself  to  be  a  mourner,  and  put  on  now  mourning  ap- 
parel and  anoint  not  thyself  with  oil,  but  be  as  a  woman  that 

$  had  a  long  time  mourned  for  the  dead  :*  And  come  to  the  king* 
and  speak  on  this  manner  unto  him.    So  Joab  put  the  words  in 

4  her  mouth.  And  when  the  woman  of  Tekoah  spake  to  the 
king,  she  fell  on  her  &ce  to  the  ground,  and  did  obeisance,  and 

i  said,  Help,  O  king.  And  the  king  said  unto  her,  What  aileth 
thee  ?  And  she  answered,  I  [am]  indeed  a  widow  woman,  and 

€  nine  husband  is  dead.  And  thy  handmaid  had  two  sons,  and 
they  two  strove  together  in  the  field,  and  [there  was]  n<xie  to 
part  them,  but  die  one  smote  the  other,  and  slew  him  ;  she  fire* 
tended  the  had  lo9t  her  husband  and  one  aonj  and  was  in  great  dan* 

f  ger  of  loosing  the  other.  And,  behold,  the  whole  family  is  risen 
ft^^ainst  thine  handmaid,  and  they  said.  Deliver  him  that  smote 
his  brother  ;  that  we  may  kill  him,  for  the  life  of  his  brother 
whom  he  dew  ;  and  we  will  destroy  the  heir  also,  and  then  the 
inheritance  vriil  be  -theirs  :  and  so  they  shaU  quench  my  coal 
which  is  left,  my  only  remaining  comfort^  which  is  like  a  single  coal 
in  a  heafi  if  ashes ^  and  my  only  hofie  of  enkindling  others^  and 
shall  not  leave  to  my  husband  [neither]  name  nor  remainder 

•  upon  the  earth.  And  the  king  said  unto  the  woman.  Go  to 
thine  house,  and  I  will  give  charge  concerning  thee,  that  thy 

9  son  may  be  secured.  And  the  woman  of  Tekoah  said  unto  the 
king.  My  lord,  O  king,  the  iniquity  [be]  on  me,  and  c»  my  fa- 
ther's house  ;  if  I  htcve  given  wrong  information^  land  my  family 
wiU  bear  the  guilt  and  fiunishmenty  and  the  king  and  his  throne 

10  [be]  guiltless.  And  the  king  said.  Whosoever  saith  [aught] 
unto  thee,  orattemfits  to  seize  thy  son^  bring  him  to  me,  and  he 

1 1  shall  not  touch  thee  any  more.  Then  said  she,  I  pray  thee, 
let  the  king  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,  thyfiromise  made  in 
God's  ftresenccy  that  thou  wouldst  not  suffer  the  revengers  of 
Mood  to  destroy  any  more,  lest  they  destroy  my  son.  And  he 
■aid,  [As]  the  Lord  liveth,  there  shall  not  one  hair  of  thy  son 
£dl  to  the  earth.     T^tts  she  artfully  drew  him  to  confirm  it  by  an 

13  oathy  that  she  might  be  entirely  satisfied.  Then  the  woman  said, 
Let  thine  handmidd,  I  pray  thee,  speak  [one]  word  unto  my 

13  lord  the  king.  And  he  sdd.  Say  on.  And  the  woman  Aroc^ei/- 
ed  to  ofien  the  meaning  qf  the  parable^  and  said,  Whereibre  then 
hast  thou  thought  such  a  thing  as  I  have  been  speaking  ^against 
the  peo{4e  of  God,  the  whole  commonwealth  of  Israel^  who  are 
tweeted  and  grieved  at  Absalom^s  exile  ?  for  the  king  doth  speak 
this  thing  as  one  which  is  feulty,  in  that  the  king  doth  not  fetch 
home  again  his  banished,  who  is  a  greater  loss  to  Israel  than  my 
son  can  be  to  me.    Nothing  could  excuse  this  boldness^  but  her 

14  knowledge  qfDavid^s  affection  for  Absalom.    For  we  must  needs 

*  toab  oontrlyol  dds  macter  in  order  to  ingratiate  bimself  with  David*  and  with  Abxa- 
lom,  wno  wn  heir  to  the  crowiu  He  chcne  a  wotnan,  as  thry  more  east]  y  express  their  |jas9ions« 
asd  gain  pity  to  their  mitfortones  ;  he  broocfather  from  adiscance.  that  die  king  might  Jiat 
MBaiediattl  J  tesA  to  iottiirt  into  the  cait.   She  apptved  ia  the  habit  of  %  moiirnerji 
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die^  all  TrtuBt  dicj  Amnon  U  irrecorvcrably  gwiCj  David  mu9t  die$ 
end  the  kingdom  are  in  dl9trea9jor  a  mieceBSor^  mho  2>  now  bcmUh^* 
edfrom  UBy  and  we  [are]  aa  water  spilt  (m  the  ground^  which 
cannot  be  gathered  up  again  ;  neither  doth  God  respect  [any] 
person  ;  yet  doth  he  divise  means,  or^  because  God  hath  not  taken 
away  his  Hfrj  he  hath  also  devised  means  that  his  banished  be 
not  expelled  from  him  ;  he  hath  not  immediately  destroyed  Msa-' 
lom^  he  hath  left  room  for  mercy  ^  hath  ftrovided  cities  of  refiigf^ 

15  and  thus  shown  his  fiatienre  and  Clemency^  Now  therefore  that  I 
am  come  to  speak  of  this  thing  unto  my  lord  the  king,  [it  is] 
because  the  people  have  made  me  afraid,  by  their  uneasiness  and 
discontent :  and  thy  handmaid  said)  I  will  now  speak  unto  the  king ; 
it  may  be  that  the  king  will  perform  the  request  of  his  handmaid* 

16  For  the  king  will  hear,  to  deliver  his  handmaid  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  man  [that  would]  destroy  me  and  my  son  tc^ther 
out  of  the  inheritance  of  God  j  if  he  would  save  her  son  far  her 

17  sake^  much  more  Absalom  for  the  fieople^s  sake.  Then  thine  hand** 
maid  said,  The  word  of  my  lord  the  king  shall  now  be  comforts- 
able  :  for  as  an  angel  of  God,  so  [is]  my  lord  the  king  to  discern 
good  and  bad,  to  distinguish  between  a  reasonable  and  an  unrea* 
sonable  request  :  therefore  tlie  Lord  thy  God  will  be  with  thee^ 
will  direct  thee  to  judge  aright y  and  inclhie  thee  to  show  mercy., 

18  Then  the  king  answered,  and  said  unto  the  woman,  Hide  not 
from  me$  I  pray  thee,  the  thing  that  I  shall  ask  thee.    And  the 

19  woman  said,  Let  my  lord  the  king  now  speak.  And  the  king, 
thinking  she  durst  not  venture  on  this  without  being  set  on  by  some 
greater  fiersony  said,  [Is  not]  the  hand  of  Joab  with  thee  in  all 
this  ?  He  thought  Joab  was  most  likely ^  as  he  wan'  AbsaJUm^s friend* 
And  the  woman  answered  and  said,  [As]  thy  soul  liveth^  my 
lord  the  king,  none  can  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left 
from  aught  that  my  lord  the  king  hath  spoken  :  for  thy  servant 
Joab,  he  bade  me,  and  he  put  all  these  words  in  the  mouth  of 

30  thine  handmaid  :  To  fetch  about  this  form  of  speech  hath  thy 
servant  Joab  done  this  thing  :  and  my  lord  [is]  wise,  according 
to  the  wisdom  of  an  angel  of  God,  to  know  all  [things]  that  [are] 
in  the  earth  $  finding  it  in  vain  to  dissemble^  she  freely  acknow/^ 
edged  ity  and  paid  afne  compliment  to  Davidy  who  could  so  easily 
see  through  the  designs  qfmen. 

31  And  the  king  said  unto  Joab,  Behold,  now  I  have  done  thi^ 
thing :  go   therefore,  bring  the  young  man  Absalom  again. 

22  And  Joab  fell  to  the  ground  on  his  face,  and  bowed  himself,  and 
thanked  the  king  :  and  Joab  said,  Today  thy  servant  knoweth 
that  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king,  in  tliat 

23  the  king  hath  fulfilled  the  request  of  his  servant.*  So  Joab 
arose  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  brought  Absalom  to  Jertisalem. 

r 

*  loab  acknowtedses  it  M  the  greatrtt  obligation  th9  kin^  could  confer  upon  him*  and 
a  mark  of  hU  special  favoor ;  though  at  tlie  tame  time  he  knew  it  was  the  greatest  kindneu 
that  cookl  be  doat  to  thr  king.  It  was  ft  floe  |4cce  of  aattery  and  addreu  from  thii  arthd 
aaftrtlen 


%$  A6d  tBe  kinr  siM^  Let  him  iuhi  (o  hh  6#n  !k)tisd,  sind  fel  BHn^ 
not  see  my  Siee.  Sa  Absalom  returned  to  his  own  hoiise,  and 
saw  not  the  king's  fece :  David  i^ould  nt)t  permk  hUn  io  cotke 
to  court  J  but  reaohed  Btill  to  mortify  and  pmdkh  Arm,  to  ih&io  the 
peofde  Ms  detestation  of  the  horrid  crime  he  had  commiited, 

35  But  in  all  Israel  there  was  none  to  be  so  imich  firafsed  atf 
Absijom  fol*  his  beauty  :   from  the  sole  of  his  foot  even  to  the 

36  crown  of  his  head  there  was  ho  blemish  in  him.  And  when  he 
poUed  his  head,  (for  it  was  at  every  year's  end  that  he  polled 
[it :]  because  [the  hair]  was  heavy  on  him,  therefore  he  polled 
It :}  he  Weighed  the  hair  of  his  head  at  two  huxkh^  shekels 

37  adfter  the  khig's  weight.*  Ahd  tJito  Absalom  there  were  bom 
three  sotis,  ahd  one  daughier,t  whose  name  [was]  Tamar :  Ac 
was  a  wotnanf  of  a  haf  countehstnce. 

38  So  Absalom  dwelt  t#o  full  years  in  Jerusalem,  and  saw  not 

39  the  king's  face.  Therefore  Absalom  sent  for  Joab,  to  have  sent 
him  to  the  khtg,  but  he  would  not  come  to  him  :  and  when  he 

30  sent  again  the  second  time,  he  would  not  come.^  Therefore" 
he  said  unto  his  servants,  See,  Joab's  field  is  near  mine,  and  her 
hath  barley  there :  go  and  set  it  on  fife.    And  Absalom's  ser« 

31  vants  set  the  field  on  fire.  Then  loab  arose,  and  came  to  Ah- 
salom  unto  [his]  house,  to  exfioattUate  vHth  him^  and  sdd  unto 

33  him.  Wherefore  have  thy  servants  set  my  field  on  fire  ?  And 
Absalom  answered  Joab,  Behold,  I  sent  unto  thee,  sayingy 
Come  hither,  thdt  I  may  send  thee  to  the  kidg,  to  sav,  Where- 
fore am  I  come  from  Geshur  ?  [it  had  been]  good  for  me  [tor 
have  been]  there  still :  now  therefore  let  me  see  the  king's  face  i 

33  and  if  there  be  [any]  iniquity  in  me,  let  him  kill  me.||  So  Joab 
came  to  the  king,  and  told  him  :  and  when  he  had  called  for 
Absalom,  he  came  to  the  king,  and  bowed  himself  on  his  fiice  to 
the  ground  before  the  king  :  and  the  king  kissed  Absalom)  and 
toa$  reconciled  to  hirh. 

REFLECTIONS. 

!•  np*  H  E  remembrance  of  God's  fiyrbearance  and  long  suffering* 
^  X  toi^ard  shmers,  will  have  an  happy  influence  to  promoto 
religion,  especisily  those  branches  of  it,  clemency  and  mercy.  God 
does  not  execute  his  sentence  against  them  immediately  ;  he  has 
made  provision  to  bring  home  his  banished  seed,  to  restore  sinners  ; 
and  has  appointed  sacrifices  under  the  law,  and  the  sufieiings  df 

*  The  wetght  of  bis  hairas  here  mentioned,  waiprodigioiit,  x^mwrdi  of  threepogndk  Bat 
I  tMblt  it  tcMf  ratflwr  re&r  to  au  valucy  m  the  word  tagaifiei  both  the  wtighc  of  goods*  and  tb% 
vahwof  OMMcy. 


t  These  probttbljr  died  yoong*  for  wtnad  afterward  that  be  had] 

I  AhsaJoai  bad  ambitieHS  designs  in  his  hea^  which  coold  not  be  eftcted  whilst  be 

kefC  ttottk  coort.  But  Joab,  nlte  an  old  pofTifTcian,  woiakl  not  go  to  bhn.  fearing  dbe  king  woold 
be  angry  If  be  should  pms  bam,  or  lest  Absalom's  popiaiarity  slKxald  eclipse  bim»  and  lessen  bis 
•hare  hi  the  king's  ikvoor.  ^ 

I  He  expresses  no  sense  of  any  ln)«7  done  to  jfoab,  and  if  angry  that  be  Ad  not  come  when 
be  desired  him.    Me  then  sends  lum  wiA  an  fan^odent  aaessage  to  the  king,  to  let  bftm  kn6%r 

Vpi.  hi.  X 
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ChrisI  under  the  gospel,  for  this  kind  purpose.  Thui  is  a  proper 
expedient  and  an  honotirable  way  of  doing  it.  Let  sinners  there<» 
fore  remember,  that  it  is  their  own  fault  if  they  are  not  restored* 
This  should  lead  us  to  be  mercifpl  and  compassionate,  even  a»  our 
fiatAer  in  heaven  u  merciful.  Beloved^  if  God  ao  laved  uSf  v>e  ought 
also  to  love  one  another, 

.  2.  We  See  that  a  handson^  person  sometimes  covers  a  deformed 
soul,  V.  35.  But  in  all  Israel  there  foas  none  to  be  eo  much  fircdaed  a9 
jibsalom/or  hi^  beauty.  Nothing  is  said  of  his  wisdom  and  piety  ; 
l}e  was  only  the  fine  gentlenvan.  His  outside  beauty  concealed  a 
proud,  base,  malignant  soul.  This  would  be  a  poor  commendation 
of  a  woman,  and  much  less  so  of  a  man.  Let  us  not  be  proud  of 
external  accomplishments,  but  seek  the  beauties  of  the  mind,  the 
ornaments  of  wisdom,  virtue,  meekness,  and  humility.  Favour  is 
deceitfuly  and  beauty  is  vain  ;  but  every  one  who  feareth  the  Lord 
shall  be  firaised, 

".  ^.  See  how  wise  and  good  men  may  be  decdved  and  imposed 
upon  by  their  children,  especially  when  they  are  over  fond  of  them. 
David  forgave  Absalom's  horrid  crime,  admitted  him  to  favour,  and 
cherished  a  viper  in  his  own  bosom.  Affection  blinds  tlie  eyes. 
Parents  should  judge  wisely  and  cautiously,  even  of  their  own  chil- 
dren^ and  treat  them  according  to  their  deserts  ;  else  they  will 
prove  a  grief  of  heart  to  them,  as  we  shall  afterward  find  this  proud 
wretch  md  to  David  ;  and,  if  they  prove  rebellious  and  disobedient, 
tjie  more  fond  they  are  of  them,  the  greater  will  be  their  torment 
and  vexation. 


CHAP.    XV. 

4 

« 

Ih  ibhieh  IS  ait  account  tfMsaloniU  rebellion  ;  of  David* s  Jlight  from 
Jerusalem^  and  settling  some  schemes  to  defeat  the  insurrection, 

I  /%  N  D  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom  prepared 
XjL  him  chariots  and  horses,  and  fifty  men  to  run  before  him.* 

U  And-  Absalom  rose  .up  early,  to  show  selfdenUtly  diligence j  and 
concern  for  the  public  goody  and  stood  beside  the  way  of  the  gate  : 
and  it  was  [so,]  that  when  any  man  that  had  a  controversy 
Qame  to  the  king  for  judgment,  then  Absalom  called  unto  him^ 
and  said.  Of  what  city  [art]  thou  ?  And  he  said.  Thy  servant 

•3  [is]  of  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel.  And  Absalom  said  unto  him. 
See,  thy  matters  [are]  good  and  right,t  but  [there  is]  no  man» 

'  [deputed]  of  the  king  to  hear  thee  ;  the  king  is  old  and  infirm^ 
his  counsellors  are  bad<t  and  his  ministers  vdcked.     This  was  a 

4  false  and  vile  insinaatiom,  Absalom  said  moreover,  O  that  I 
were  made  judge  in  the  land,  that  every  man  which  hath  any 

*  Some  suppose  he  took  advxnrage  of  David's  slckneat  to  do  this  ;  andlrf  ftgrud  equipage 
to  attract  the  eyes  and  mludt  of  the  people  to  himself,  as  David's  successor. 

•  t  Absalom  upon  a  very  slight  hearing  gave  iadgmenfi  in  his  favour ;  ami  if  the  cause  was 
fo^  him,  it  would  confirm  his  opinion  of  Absaioai''s  wisdom ;  bat  if  against  bi»,  he  WwM 
ISak  it  vroold  luve  been  better  U' Abisdom  had  been  t^e  judge. 
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Mit  or  cause  might  come  unto  me,  and  I  would  do  him  justice. 
jt^aatonij  to  humble  his  firide^  had  no  float  given  Mm  ;  but  he  fire^ 
tended  to  have  a  fiubHc  %fdrit^  that  he  wot  willing  to  serve  every 

5  cne^  and  that  justice  was  not  now  done.    And  it  was  [so^]  that- 
'  when  any  man  came  nigh  [to  him]  to  do  him  obeisance,  to  hon^ 

our  him  as  the  king's  son^  he  would  not  permit  him  to  bow  himself^ 
but  showed  the  greatest  affability  and  affection^  and  he  put  forthf 

6  his  hand,  and  took  him,  and  kissed  him.  And  on  this  manner 
did  Absalom  to  all  Israel  that  came  to  the  king  for  judgment : 
so  Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel ;  his  beautifid 
fiersony  being  heir  afiparenty  and  ail  these  artfiU  insinuationsy  gain" 
ed  their  affections. 

7  And  it  came  to  pass  after  forty  years^om  DccvicPs  anointings 
and  Jour  years  after  his  reconciKaton  with  his  father y  (as  Josephus 
and  some  ancient  versions  tell  us  J  that  Absalom  said  unto  the 
king,  I  pray  thee,  let  me  go  and  pay  my  vow,  which  I  have 
vowed  unto  the  LoitD,  in  Hebron  ^  he  pretended  ftietyy  the  more 

M  easily  to  gain  his  father^  s  consent.  For  thy  servant  vowed  a  vow 
while  I  abode  at  Geshur  in  Syria,  saying,  if  the  Lord  shall  bring 
me  again  indeed  to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  serve  the  Lord.  He 
adopted  the  patriarchal  stilcy  and  intimatedy  that  though  he  «M» 
tempted  by  his  grandfather  and  his  court  to  serve  the  gods  of  Gtf- 

9  shwTy  yet  he  continued  steady  to  Jehcrvah.    And  the  good  king,  de^  , 

10  Ughted  at  thisy  said  unto  him,  Go  in  peace.  So  he  arose,  and 
went  to  Hebron.*  But  Absalom  sent  spies  throughout  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  saying.  As  soon  as  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the^ 
trumpet,  then  ye  shall  say,  Absalom  reigneth  In  Hebron ;  thi9 

1 1  will  animate  them  to  come  to  my  standard.  And  with  Abralom 
went  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jerusalem,  [that  were]  called  to 
grace  the  solemnity  y  and  partake  qf  the  feast ;  they  were  men  t^ 
fortune  andreputationy  and  his  father^ sfriendsy  that  he  might  sus* 
pect  nothing  ;  and  they  went  in  their  simplicity,  and  they  knew 
not  any  thing  ;  they  w^t  only  to  wait  on  him  as  the  kir^s  son^ 

12  not  in  the  least  suspecting  his  design.  And  Absalom  sent  for 
Ahithophel  the  Gilonite,  David's  counsellor,  from  his  city, 
[even]  from  Giloh,  while  he  offered  sacrifices.!  And  the  con* 
spiracy  was  strong  ;  for  the  people  increased  continually  with 
Absalom ;  they  came  under  pretence  qf  joining  in  the  sacrifice^ 
and  honouring  the  king^s  son  in  these  acts  of  religion, 

13  And  there  came  a  messenger  to  David,  saying,  The  hearta 

14  of  the  men  of  Israel  are  after  Absalom.  And  David  said  unto 
all  his  servants  that  [were]  with  him  at  Jerusalem^  Arise,  and 
let  us  flee ;  for  we  shall  not  [else]  escape  fh>m  Absalom  9 
make  speed  to  depart,  lest  he  overtake  U9  suddenly,  and  bnng«' 

•Her«hetrMborn«aiidherfllaTUbecaahltrei«B.  It  was  t1wchief«it7of|lie,tr!beor 
jQdah»  ii«9t  to  lernsakm ;  much  celebnted  in  the  patriardua  ttmes^  ami  nmout  for  its  high 
places,  where  they  itill  sacri^d.  .      *      ... 

t  AhUhopihel  waa  capaU«  of  doing  gn^t  mischief;  as  he  wai  one  of  Darid't  piivr  connsel* 
Ion.    Some  sappose  that  he  was  anny  at  Davids  aAir  with  Bath-thcfaa,  who  wai  his  nana 
daughter.   He  was  too  conning  to  think  of  comiiif,  till  he  uw  what  fcople  |piii«d  AbMdoou  • 
•Dd  wketiier  Ut  flchene  waatikcl^  to  succeed* 


\ 
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evil  If  pQB  11^  9p4  smite  tbp  qty  "v^itb  the  e^ge  of  the  9W0(d  * 
15  And  tbf  king^'s  servants  said  ui^to  t)i.e  king,  Behold,  thy  &ervants 

[are  rea^y  to  do]  whatsoever  mv  Ion}  the  Hing  ahall  appoint. 

U  i^nd  t^e  kipg;  weiit  forth,  and  all  his  household  afler  bini.    And 

.    ^e  kii^  left  ten  vomef),  [which  VQve'i  conpubines,  to  keep  the 

house ;  ayfifioBing  that  their  ^rx,  qnd  thfir  relation  to  him^  vHmid 
Vf  ftre^erve  tkevufrom  inatdt.    And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  the 

people  after  biniy  onfoot^  in  a  moumiTig  condition^  and  tarried  ia 

a  place  t^at  was  f^p  off,  to  rrfreah  them^elves^  to  ivaitfor  othera 

13  ^0  co^ie  i^fi^andfiut  ff^em  in  order.    And  all  bU  servants  passed 

.    qii  beside  hiqi,  i^pd  all  the  CherethiteSi  and  all  the  Pelethites, 

and  ail  the  Gittites,  six  hundred  men  which  came  after  \Lm%. 

from  Gath»  pftssed  on  before  the  kinj^- 

19  Tlien  said  the  ^Ling  to  Itt^i  the  Gittite,  to  try  his  fideUty^ 
Wherefore  goe^t  tb^u  also  vith  us  ?  return  to  thy  place,  and 
abide  with  the  kin|g^»  ^4^^  *^>  'onth  Msalom :  for  thou  [art]   a 

20  li^^ger,  and  also  an  esfile.  Whereas  thpu  earnest  [but]  yester* 
day,  shoiild  Itbis  d^y  make  thee  go  up  and  down  with  us,  and 
fifftojfe  thee  and  thy  fteqfile  to  (oil  and  bardahifi  ?  seeing  I  go 
whi^b^  I  may,  am  ftdte  in  an  unsettled  and  dangeropa  situation, 
return  tbou,  ^id  take  bftck  thy  brethren  :  mercy  and  truth  [be] 

^1  v^ith  thee.    And  It^  an^vrered  the  king,  and  said,  [As]  the 

.    Loan  liyeth,  i^r^d  [as]  my  lord  the  king  Tiveth,  surely  in   what 

pl^sfi  my  ^^^  ^he  king  shall  be,  whether  in  death  or  life,  even 

4here  also  will  thy  sery^t  be,      T/iia  showed  great  courage  and 

^9  Ji^^^  i^  ^  ^frangcTi  fohen  the  king^s  own  son  was  a  rebel.  And 
P^yid  $aid  to  I^^t  ^o  and  pass  over.  A?id  Ittai  the  Gittite 
pi^Lfic^^  over,  and  all  his  men,  and  all  the  little  opes  that  [were^ 

33  with  him.  Aqd  all  the  country  wept  with  a  loud  voicei  to  see 
#  krave^justj  and  fdous  firince  reduced  to  such  extremities  ;  and 
^11  th4»  people  passed  over :  the  king  also  himself  passed  over 
the  brook  Kidron,  and  all  tbe  people  passed  over,  toward  the  way 
of  the  wilderness. 

34  And  )q  Zadok  also,  and  aU  tbe  Levites  [were]  with  him, 
faring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God,  as  the  token  qf  the  di* 
.'^^e  fires fnce^  in  order  to  consult  it  on  firqfier  oeefj^sionsj  and  hofiing 
$0  dfrtm  t^pf<tfdt  qfter  it ;  and  they  set  down  the  ark  of  God  ; 

.    ^ii4  Abill^hftr  went  up  to  a  hill^  until  all  the  people  had  done 

S5  passing  oiijk  of  the  city.     And  the  king  said  unto  Zadok,  Carry 

back  the  a>^k  of  Cod  into  the  city  ;  reverence  for  the  ark  may 

«<iTie  th9 firsts  Jrwn  uibwlom^s  resentment^  andfiersuade  thefieo* 

fife  t9  rettfm  to  their  4^*  if  I  shall  find  &vour  in  the  eyes  of 

.|he  i4>R0|  be  will  bring  me  again,  and  show  me  [both]  it,  and 

26  bis  bf^itgtiqn.    3ut  if  he  thus  say^  I  have  no  deligbt  in  tbee ; 

behold,  [here  am]  I,  let  him  do  to  me  as  seemeth  good  unto 

bim  ^  lam  ready  to  sukndt  tc  hU  wUl^  sensible  qf  my  ill  deservings, 

37  The  king  said  also  unto  Zadok  the  priest,  [Art  not]  thou  a  seery 
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9/0Vfiketi  dnda  ipUe^  ditecming  man^  Vfko  ndghtiMt  affi  Jlb9alom*9 
CQUTuellorij  and  rewind  tht  fieotile  of  their  fealty  t  return  into  the- 
city  in  peace»  and  your  two  sons  with  you,  Abimaaz  thy  sont 

99  ai)d  Jonathan  the  son  of  Abiathar.  See,  I  will  tarry  in  the  plaia, 
of  the  MTilderneaSy  until  there  come  word  from  you  to  certify  m» 
v)hat  Ab%alom*9  dedgm  arej  and  which  voay  fie  will  eteer  hin  courBe^ 

99  Zadok  therelbre  and  Abiathar  carried  the  ark  of  God  again  to 
Jerusalem :  and  they  tarried  there.     Thus  Dcnrid  eent  baek  tht 

30  arky  choodng  rather  to  tnttt  God  than  it.  And  David  went  up 
by  the  ascent  of  [mount]  Olivet,  and  wept  as  he  went  up,  and 
had  his  head  covered,  and  he  went  barefoot  :*  and  all  the  people 
that  [was]  with  him  covered  every  man  his  head,  and  they 
went  up,  weeping  as  they  went  up. 

31  And  [one]  told  David,  saying,  Ahithophel  [is]  among  the 
consjMrators  with  Absalom.f  And  David  said,  O  Lord,  I  pray 
thee,  turn  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  into  fioolishness ;  either 
infattiate  /dm  to  givefboHsh  coiuuelj  or  let  it  be  rejected  or  defettted 

93  09  Much.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  [when]  David  was  come  to 
the  top  [of  the  moqnt,]  where  he  worshipiied  God4  beholdy 
Hushai  the  Arcbite  came  to  meet  him,  with  his  coat  rent,  and 

S3  earth  upon  his  head  :  Unto  whom  David  said,  If  thou  passest 
OR  with  me,  then  thou  shalt  be  a  burden  unto  me,  being  old^  and- 

94  Jitter  for  counsel  than  for  war.  But  if  thou  return  to  the  city^ 
and  say  unto  Absalom,  I  will  be  thy  servant,  O  king  ;  [as]  I 
[have  been]  thy  father's  servant  hitherto,  so  [will]  I  now  also^ 
[be]  thy  servant :  then  mayest  thou  for  me  defeat  the  counsel 

35  of  Ahithophel.  And  [hast  thou]  not  there  with  thee  Zadok  and 
Abis^thar  the  priests  ?  therefore  it  shall  be,  [that]  what  thing 
soever  thou  shalt  hear  o^t  of  the  king^s  house,  thou  shalt  teUr 

3§  [it]  to  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  priests.  Behold,  [they  have] 
there  with  them  their  two  sons,  Ahimaaz  S^ok's  [son,]  and 
Jonathan  Abtatbar's  [son :]  and  by  them  ye  shall  send  unto  me 

37  every  thing  that  ye  can  hear.  So  Hushai  David's  friend  came 
into  the  city  ;  he  returned  «o  aecretfyj  that  it  was  not  known  he 
had  gone  out  to  David  $  and  Absalom  came  into  Jerusalem.!] 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  ^TT^HIS  storv  should  instruct  parents  to  guard  against  cxccs- 

JL    sive  fondness  for  their  children  ;  or  indulgence  of  them, 

especially  when  they  discover  a  bad  spirit,  and  practise  wickedness. 

•  He  did  tUt,  to  exprm  hii  dwpbnaitlbtion*  thane,  and  eoaeern.   He  wept  for  his  owm 
•faM,  and  ^  t^  UpaftoTil  bdMETkiar  of  bit  aon^  and  themarkaof  diTiltedi■pka•a^etl0tafi• 


t  ThU  tnochfd  him  very  KntlblT,  becawe  he  was  a  wfae  maiu  and  knew  David'f  lecret^ 
he  took  him  for  his  friend;  see  Paatm  x|i.  9. 

%  llib  wp»  die  Tcry  tpoc  where  Christ  weiit ;  there  David  wat  looking  toward  Temsalem* 
the  ark»  and  die  hoose  of  God,  and  praying ;  God  heard,  and  sent  Hoshai  to  hiin»  {Jothua  xtL 
9.)  whom  he  coidd  trott  in  diew  circumstances. 


I  It  WM  new  that  Daw  id  penned  die  third  psahp,  and  probably  the  (brtydkindf  where  wa 
vny  Me  the  aiMe  off  his  mind  at  tUa  cine. 


i 
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They  should  not  raise  their  expectations  too  high  ;  should  keep 
them  especially  from  pride,  and  never  indulge  a  proud  humour^ 
which  IS  a  source  of  many  e^ils,  and  sometimes  the  ruin  of  youth* 
Absalom  was  probably  flattered  for  his  beauty,  and  his  being  heir  to 
the  crown.  This  promoted  that  ftride  which  goeth  brforc  deatrucHon^ 
tmd  that  haughty  a/tirit  which  goeth  before  a  fail. 

3.  We  see  that  those  are  often  most  ambitious  of  honour  and 
preferment,  who  are  least  fit  for  it.  O  that  I  were  a  judge  /  Such 
a  cool,  deliberate  villain  was  not  likely  to  do  justice,  who  had  vio* 
Kited  all  the  bonds  of  duty,  gratitude,  and  religion.  Humble  and 
modest  men  are  the  most  fit  persons  for  advancement ;  who  will 
discharge  their  duty  faithfully,  bear  their  honours  and  credentials 
humbly,  and  not  think  (^  themaetvea  more  highly  than  they  ought  to 
think. 

3.  Tyrannical  and  factious  spirits  labour  to  support  their  owd 
interest,  and  further  their  schemes,  by  aspersing  the  administration^ 
and  begetting  an  ill  opinion  of  it.  The  whole  history  of  David 
tfhows,  that  Absalom's  complaint  of  want  of  justice  was  ill  groundedf 
and  an  abominable  ftdsehood.  Thus  men  often  cry  out  of  griev* 
ances,  and  want  of  redress,  when  all  that  they  want  is  preferment, 
and  to  get  into  places  of  ijrofit  and  trust.  Those  who  have  made- 
the  least  observation  on  public  affairs,  must  have  seen  many  in- 
stances of  this.  Men  oflen  cover  ill  designs  with  specious  names  : 
and  pretend  zeal  and  concern  for  liberty  and  the  public,  when  it  is 
frequently  no  more  than  the  gratification  of  their  own  pride  and 
covetousness  which  they  aim  at.  They  are  fireaumfituotu^  aeif' 
wffed^  and  not  a/raid  to  afieak  evil  of  dignitiea, 

4.  The  greatest  afRiction  of  a  good  man  is  to  be  driven  from  the 
house  and  ordinances  of  God.  David  speaks  of  this  most  feelingly. 
He  parted  with  the  ark  reluctantly,  and  earnestly  desired,  if  it  were 
the  will  of  God,  to  see  it  again.  Those  circumstances  which  drive 
holy  men  from  God's  house  and  ordinances,  are  peculiarly  grievous ; 
and  their  language  then  is.  When  ahall  I  come  and  afifiear  before  God 
in  2Uon  ?  Hovf  atniable  are  thy  tabemaclea  !  A  day  in  thy  courta  ia 
better  than  a  thouaand, 

5.  Whatever  circumstances  a  good  man  is  in,  he  will  patiently 
and  cheerfully  submit  to  the  will  of  God.  He  may  pray,  and  desire 
that  God  will  remove  his  sorrow,  and  restore  this  or  the  other  com- 
fbit ;  but  if  God  thinks  it  best  that  he  should  be  humbled  and  dis-* 
appointed,  his  language  should  be,  as  in  v.  26.  let  him  do  to  me  aa 
aeemeth  good  unto  him.  This  should  be  our  temper  ;  and  in  pro^ 
portion  to  our  trust  in  God's  providence,  and  concern  to  practise 
our  duty,  will  this  temper  appear  reasonable  ;  it  will  become  easy 
and  agreeable  ;  and  be  an  abundant  equivalent  for  the  sorrow  w^ 
CDdure,  and  the  comfort  of  which  we  are  deprived. 


II.  SAMUEL.    X\^  ITS 

CHAP.    XVI. 

'Jicvid  in  the  loBt  ehafiter  wa9  flyings  and  Absalom  in  Jemaalcm  ;  in 
this  we  have  a  further  accotmt  qf  their  affairs, 

.  1  /t  ND  when  David  was. a  little  past  the  top  [of  the  hill,] 
XA.  mwrnt  Olivet,  behold,  Ziba  the  servant  of  Mephibosheth 
met  him  with  a  couple  of  asses  saddled,  and  upon  them  two  bun« 
dred  [loaves]  of  bread,  and  an  hundred  bunches  of  raisins,  and  an 
hundred  of  summer  fruits,  orJigSi  and  a  large  leathern  bottle  of 
2  wine.  And  the  king  said  unto  Ziba,  What  meanest  thou  by 
these  ?  And  Ziba  said,  The  asses  [be]  for  the  king's  household* 
for  his  vrirvee  end  children  when  tired,  to  ride  on,  and  the  bread 
and  summer  fruit  for  the  young  men,  the  king^s  attendantn,  to 
eat,  and  the  wine,  that  such  as  be  faint  in  the  wilderness  may 
drink  ;  though  the  things  I  have  hrtmghi  be  too  mean  for  thysetff 
yet  they  may  be  4ifmme  use  J^  thy  family  :  this  was  n  very  sea* 
sonable  present,  now  they  %9ere  entering  the  wilderness  of  Judea. 

*  3  And  the  king*  said.  And  where  is  Mefihibosheth  thy  master's 
son  ?*  And  Ziba  said  unto  the  king,  Behold,  he  abideth  at  Jeru- 
salem :  kr  he  said.  Today  shall  the  house  of  Israel  restore  me 

.4  the  kingdom  of  my  father.f  Then  said  the  king  to  Ziba,  Be- 
hold thine  [are]  all  that  [pertained]  unto  Mephibosheth,  which 
he  hathfotfeited  by  treason.    And  Ziba  said,  I  humbly  beseech 

*.  thee  [that]  I  may  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king ;  in* 
Hmating,  that  he  valued  the  tinges  favour,  more  than  any  gift  he 
could  bestsow  ufion  him,\\ 

5  And  when  king  David  came  to  Bahurim,  in  the  tribe  of  Ben* 
■    jamm,  behold,  thence  came  out  a  man  of  the  family,  or  a  distant 

relation,  of  the  house  of  Saul,  whose  name  [was]  Shimei,  the 
son  of  Gera  :  he  came  forth,  and  cursed  still  as  he  came,  think* 
ing  it  would  be  fieculiarly  grievous  to  David  now,  and  that  Provi* 

6  denee  justified  his  conduct.  And  he  cast  stones  at  Da.vid,  and  at 
all  the  servants  of  king  David  :  and  all  the  people  and  all  the 
mighty  men  [were]  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left ;  his  rage 
and  malice  transported  him  to  madness,  as  the  historian  hints,  when 

7  he  observes  how  well  David  was  guarded.  And  thus  sud  Shimei 
when  he  cursed.  Come  out,  come  out,  thou  bloody  man,  and 
thou  man  of  Belial ;  or  rather,  get  out,  that  is,  from  the  kingdom^ 

8  from  which  thou  deservest  to  be  expelled.  The  LoRn  hath  re-- 
turned  upon  thee  all  the  blood  of  the  house  of  Saul,  in  whose 
stead  thou  hast  reigned  ;  and  the  Loan  hath  delivered  the  king* 

*  David  beings  uncertain  whether  the  pretent  was  Ziba't  own,  or  from  Mephibosbedi,  In- 
^airrt  why  he  did  noc  come  and  share  his  fortonei  since  he  had  been  so  kind  to  him. 

t  Mrphifaoihrth  thoagbt  the  family  of  David  wan  broken,  and  that  the  people,  when  torn 
by  civil  wars  and  thdr  country  wastecC  would  be  glad  to  have  a  king  of  Saul's  hoase*  of  which 
he  was  the  eldest  branch. 

I  Ziba  has  been  called  a  false  vUlatn,  and  David  censnred  for  hit  rashnns  :  bat  there  is  no 
cvidrnee  in  the  sacred  story*  that  what  Ziba  said  was  not  ime.  Mephibosheth  appears  to  me 
to  have  formed  chit  schemci  which  wiU  more  fiUly  appear  afterwards*  when  he  comet  co  he 
examined. 
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doiQ  into  the  hand  of  AbMlomthy  6M  :  and,  behold,  thou  [art 

9  taken]  in  thy  mischief,  because  thou  [art]  a  bloody  man.*  Then 

said  Abishai,  David^9  ne/ihew,  the  son  of  Zeruiah  unto  the  kins. 

Why  should  this  dead  dog  curse  my  lord  the  king  ?  let  me  go 

10  over,  I  pray  thee,  and  take  off  his  head.f  And  the  king  saidt 
Whait  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah  ?  so  kt  him 
curse^  because  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  him,  Curse  Dafid,  .Ao^ 
given  him  an  o/ifiartunity  to  vtrU  the  malice  of  hie  hearty  to  refiroach 
and  hianble  me.     Who  shall  then  say  to  God^  who  hath  permtted 

1 1  thU^  Wherefore  hast  thou  done  so  ?f  And  David  said  to  Abishai, 
and  to  all  his  servants,  Behold,  my  son,  which  came  forth  of 
my  bowels,  aeeketh  my  life  :  how  much  more  now  [may  this] 
Benjamite  [do  it  ?}  let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curse ;  for  the 
Lord  hath  bidden  himi  hath  permitted  thUj  a»part  of  my  ptmUh' 
mcnt  ji  J  mil  aubmt  to  God**  willy  and  prepare  for  greater  evils. 

12  Buty  It  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  look  on  mine  affliction,  and 
that  the  Loan  will  requite  me  good  for  his  cursing  this  day. 
He  durst  not  he  confident ^  knowing  his  emm  fault ;  btUhehad  some 
hope  that  God  would  be  a*  gracious  as  this  man  was  malkiouBy  aSid 
that  his  humble  submission  might  excite  the  divine  compassion. 

13  And  as  David  and  his  men  went  by  tke^  way,  Shimd  went  akmg 
on  the  hill's  side  over  against  him,  and  cursed  as  he  went«  alKl 
threw  stones  at  him,  and  cast  dust ;  Danrid*t passing  on  without 

14  taking  any  notice ^  made  this  madman  the  more  outrageous.  And 
the  king,  and  all  the  people  that  [were]  with  him^  came  weary 
to  JBahurim,  and  refreshed  themselves  there. 

1 5  And  Absalom,  and  all  the  people  the  men  of  Israel,  came  to 

16  Jerusalem,  and  Ahithophel  with  hini*  And  it  came  t6  pafli, 
when  Hushai  the  Archite,  David'»  friend,  was  come  unto  Abn* 
lorn,  that  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  God  save  the  king,  God 
save  the  king  ;  a  common  compUment^  which  Absalom  thought  was 

17  intended  for  himself.  And  Absalom  said  unto  Hushai,  [Is]  this 
thy  kindness  to  thy  friend  ?||  why  wentest  thou  not  with  thy 

18  friend  f  And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  Nay  ;  but  whom  the 
Lord,  and  this  people,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel^  choose,  his 

19  will  I  be,  and  with  him  will  I  abide.*  And  again,  Whmn  should 
I  serve  I  [should  I]  not  [serve]  in  the  presence  of  his  son  ?  tS 

*  This  was  perfrct  railing,  for  David  had  shed  none  of  their  blood.  Irot  the  blood  of  ^jbose 
«te  had  done  so.  He  represents  him  as  an  usurper  and  a  tyrant ;  and  mention^  Absalom'* 
nbeUion*  to  sting  and  vex  him. 

t  There  was  excellent  discipline  in  David's  army,  or  else  he  would  scarce  have  asked  taave. 
And  David  answered  with  some  warmth  ;  »erhaps  Joab  his  brother  joined  in  the  request;  ac 
least  it  reflected  on  him,  whose  murder  of  AtNier  was  one  cause  of  tms  reproaclk 

f  David  kitrw  his  guilt  in  the  murder  of  Uriah,  and  on  this  account  ht  was  a  bloody  man* 
Sm  therefore  patiently  and  humbly  submitted  to  it. 

M. ,   KA^l***"  •""*  ••"T  ***<*»>»?*»  *o  ^ovr  that  It  was  inhuman  and  ungrateful  to  forsake  a 
friend  I  a  dutress.    He  does  not  say »  u  my  father,  that  woold  h^ve  been  a  heavy  reproach  upon 

11  *.  "^^  "''*  ?"  ■tt*«l  speech.  He  neither  prays  personally  for  Absalom,  nor  promises  htia 
wegiaoce.  He  intimates  that  he  was  not  nwerned  by  private  afectlon,  bnt  considered  the 
vgiceof  the  people  as  dit  voice  9f<Mi  and  ifwb«tndt9|«^^  privatt 
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so      Then  said  Absalom  to  Ahithophel,  GiTe  counsel  among  you 

tl  m}i»twfiiimU4&*  JSad  JMfshfsfM  mA  \mo  A\m)<my  Go  in 
UBtip  Af  &tii«r'^  f^iAptibi^e^  "wtacb  h^  lia^h  left  to  keep  th^ 
hgMf» .;  :ciiid  all  jbraelnhatl  ii^r  tjbat  thpuai^  abhorred  of  ihy 
faikfir :  tben  nball  th^  hwnds  of  all  that  [are]  wkh  thee  h^ 

£2  ^tismg.t  So  idbejr  spread  Abmlwi  a  tept  upoQ  the  top  of  the 
house,  (he  fiiace  from  whence  Dcnnd  had  seen  Bath^b^>a  :  and 
Absalom  went  in  unto  his  Other's  concubines  in  the  sight  of  all 

'9t  tamd  ;  thug  Maftaif*  prttfthecy  noai  fvif&Led^  ch.  idfi.  1 1 .  And 
the  counsel  of  Ahithophel,  which  he  counselled  in  those  days, 
[was]  as  if  a  man  had  ifiquired  at  tJne  .oracle  of  God ;  sio  [was] 
all  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  both  with  David  and  with  Ab^om. 
Thfi  Tfitmrn  vfUy  <^  A(^h  €Q$m$el  «a««  somwh  ofiprauei  mm^y  Mb 
High  refiufntiim  s  ^inUusMiii/ifiearedrafJ^er.a0af^ofw^<^,the 
devily  than  as  an  oracle  qf  God, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  ^T^TE  ^^^^  ^P  Jto  what  an  height  of  folly  and  wickedness 
V  V  a  spint  of  malice  and  revenge  may  carry  a  man.  Shi- 
mei  abused  David,  cursed  himi  belied  ^im,  threw  stones  at  him^ 
though  Jie  was  so  well  guarded,  and  he  .did  it  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life.  Passionate  men  are  madmen,  and  know  not  What  thej^  do.  \xt 
us  be  careful  to  rule  our  own  spirits,  pray  for  dbine  grace  to  guard 
USf  and  resist  the  first  risings  of  wrath  and  revenge  ;  for  we  know 
not  how  far  we  may  be  transported,  what  evil  we  may  do,  or  what 
injury  we  may  suffer, 

2.  Weieam,  that  tbemost  tnpocent  persons  may  be  ^sely  cen- 
sjared  and  basely  a]:>used  :  so  David  was.  He  had  more  than  once 
spared  'Saul's  life,  was  at  a  distance  when  he  was  slain,  was  kind 
to  Mephibo3heth,  and  punished  those  that  murdered  Ishbosheth  ; 
yet  aU  these  wei:e  laid  to  iiis  charge.  We  should  not  think  it 
strange  if  we  are  Jhlsely  accused,  and  condemned,  by  rash  and  pas- 
sionate men,  whp  regard  neither  what  they  say  nor  do. 

3*  Humble,  tender  spirits,  will  tui:n  reproaches  into  reproo&,  and 
own  the  hand  of  God  in  them.  David  knew  his  guiltiness  in  other 
things,  and  therefore  humbly  submitted  ;  and  so  should  we  in  Uke 
circumstances.  W  e  have  been  guilty  of  other  crimes,  if  not  of  those 
for  which  we  are  reproached,  and  God  thus  brings  them  to  remem' 
'brance.  His  hand  strikes  us,  by  the  hand  or  tongue  of  an  enemy* 
The  strife  of  tongues. .call3  us  to  repentance  and  humiliation.  In- 
stead of  being  provoked,  we  should  endeavour  to  get  good  by  it, 

*  H«tb»i  iminnates  bere,  ehsr  hi«  fricndihip  was  not  entirrif  alienated  from  David,  be- 
cane  it  was  tmrnferred  to  hit  son.;  and  that  he  should  not  ofllend  against  David  lo'  giving  him 
l^ood  caoniet.    The  bait  took*  and  Hnshai  was  admitted  to  his  council. 

t  Ahithophel  was  a  wicked  counsellor  indeed  ;  he  stuck  stt  nothing  to  aoooroplish  his  en<L 
^Hi9  design  was  to. make  the  brewh  IrccfRraMe.  that  there  might  be  no  proe|icct  of  reGOOctlia- 
tion,  and  that  the  people  might  fight  desperately^    .Whereas*   if  a  .nconciUati^n  •hflUlA 
take  place,  aU  who  joined  Abialoin  woukl  proboblj  bo  put  to  deatik 

Vol.  III.  Y 
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and  imitate  the  example  of  David  in  patience  and  submission  ;  and 
a  greater  than  David,  even  Christ,  who,  wAm  he  waa  reviled^  reviled 
not  cgcctn, 

4.  Many  excel  in  worldljr  wisdom,  who  have  no  religion  at  all. 
Ahithophel  was  an  infamous  character,  though  so  much  reverenced 
and  trusted  as  a  profound  politician.  Wisdom  is  good,  and  sagaci- 
ty useful  ;  but  honesty  is  the  best  policy.  The  fear  of  the  Lord 
ii  true  wisdom^  and  a  good  tmderatanding  have  all  they  that  keep.  hU 
testimonies. 


GHAP.    XVII. 

AhithopheVs  coumel  is  overthrown  by  HushaPsj  accorc&ng  to  God*9 
afifiointment ;  secret  intelligence  is  sent  to  David  ;  and  Mitho* 
phel  hangeth  himself. 

1  li/rOR£OV£R  Ahithophel  said  unto  Absalom,  Letmc 
J3(JL  now  choose  out  twelve  thousand  men,  and  I  will  arise 

2  and  pursue  after  David  this  night.*  And  I  will  come  upon 
him  while  he  [is]  weary  and  weakhanded,  loeary  vnth  the  march^ 
dejected  by  the  rebellion^  and  before  his  forces  are  come  together^ 
and  will  make  him  afraid,  strike  terror  into  him  by  the  suddenness 
qf  the  attack  ;  and  all  the  people  that  [are]  with  him  shall  fiee ; 

3  and  I  will  smite  the  king  only,  and  spare  the  peofde  :  And  I  will 
bring  back  all  the  people  unto  thee  :  the  man  whom  thou 
seekest  [is]  as  if  all  returned  ;  he  being  once  taken  out  t^  the 
*iuay<i  the  rest  vnll  presently  submit  to  thee  :  [so]  all  the  people 

4  shall  be  in  peace,  and  an  end  be  put  to  the  war  at  once.  And  the 
saying  pleased  Absalom  well,  and  all  the  elders  of  Israel.f 

a  Then  said  Absalom,  Call  now  Hushai  the  Archite  also,  and  let 
us  hear  likewise  what  he  saith  ;  though  this  counsel  vfas  univer- 
sally agreeable^  yet  Absalom  wished  to  hear  Husha^a  opinion, 

Br  And  when  Hushai  was  come  to  Absalom,  Absalom  spake  unto 
him,  saying,  Ahithophel  hath  spoken  after  this  manner  :  shall 
we  do  [after]  his  saying  ?  if  not,  speak  thou,  give  thy  opinion 

7  freely.  And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  The  counsel  that 
Ahithophel  hath  given  [is]  not  good  at  tMs  time,  will  not  suit 

8  present  circumstances.  For,  said  Hushai,  thou  knowest  thy 
father  and  his  men,  that  they  [be]  mighty  men,  and  therefore 
7U)t  so  easily  surprised  and  vanquished  as  Ahithophel  supf loses  / 

*  A  conncU  was  called,  and  it  was  agreed  that  David  and  his  adherents  shoold  be  cut  oil 
The  Quef  tlon  was,  how  it  should  be  done.  Ahithophel  had  before  contrived  that  the  rebeUion 
should  DC  ccmtinoed ;  here,  that  it  may  end  in  victory.  For  this  )>urpose  he  would  have  a 
Khottsand  choice  meii  out  of  each  tribe;  and,  lest  Absalom  should  spare  nls  father*  or  come  t» 
an  agreement  with  him,  he  would  hciui  the  expedition  himsrlf,  and  sec  out  that  very  night. 

t  It  WAS  good  counsel  upon  Absalom's  scheme.    The  sooner  the  attack  was  made,  tii« 
re  likely  it  would  be  to  succeed  ;  it  suited 
s  at  home,  without  being  hindci'ed ;   Ahil 
r,  and  save  bin  from  iuibruine  his  hands  i 
humanity  mighs  make  him  wish  to  avoidt 
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and  they  [be]  chafed  in  their  minds,  as  a  bear  robbed  of  her 
whelps  in  the  field  :  and  thy  father  [is]  a  man  of  war,  and  will 
not  lodg^  with  the  people,  they  are  old  exfierienced  9oldiera^uaedt9^ 
9  hardahifi^  and  are  greatly  eJiraged.  Behold,  he  is  hid  now  in  somd 
pit,  or  in  some  [other]  place,  «o  that  you  vtill  not  be  Hkely  to  find 
him  ;  or  if  you  do^  hie  men  vdll  fight  deafierately  for  him  :  and 
it  will  come  to  pass,  when  some  of  them  be  overthrown  at  the 
first,  that  whosoever  heareth  it  will  say,  There  is  a  slaughter 
among  the  people  that  follow  Absalom  :  thie  vnU  strike  a  fiardc 

10  into  the  rest.  And  he  also  [that  is]  valiant,  whose  heart  [is]  as 
the  heait  of  a  lion,  shall  utterly  melt :  for  all  Israel  knoweth 
that  thy  father  [is]  a  mighty  man,  and  [they]  which  [be]  with 
him  [are]  valiant  men,  who  vnll  pursue  their  victory  with  the 

1 1  greatest  resolution.    Therefore  I  counsel  that  all  Israel,  ail  the 
•  fighting  men  in  Israel^  be  generally  gathered  unto  thee,  front 

Dan  even  to  Beersheba,  as  the  sand  that  [is]  by  the  sea  for 
multitude  ;  and  that  thou  go  to  battle  in  thine  own  person,  to 
encourage  them  with  thy  presence^  and  to  have  the  honour  qf  the 
13  victory  ;  whichy  Mitho/ihel*s  scheme  will  deprive  thee  rf.  .  So 
shall  we  come  upon  him  in  some  place  where  he  shall  be  found* 
and  we  will  light  upon  him  as  the  dew  falleth  on  the  ground) 
insensibly^  plentifully ^  and  universally  ;*  and  of  him  and  of  all 
the  men  that  [are]  with  him  there  shall  not  be  left  so  much  as 
one,  we  shall  thus  leave  no  place  unsearchedj  and  shall  find  hint 

13  wherever  he  is.  Moreover,  if  he  be  gotten  into  a  fin-tified  city, 
then  shall  all  Israel  bring  ropes  to  that  city,  and  we  will  draw  it 
into  the  river,  until  there  be  not  one  small  stone  found  fliere.f 

14  And  Absalom  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  said,  The  counsel  df 
Hushai  the  Archite  [is]  better  than  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel. 
Absalom^s  menj  having  a  bad  causcy  were  cowardly^  and  liked  this 
scheme  better  than  Ahithophel* Sy  because  there  was  less  danger  in 
it  ;  but  the  historian  takes  notice  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  in 
it  $  they  intended  one  things  and  he  another  :  For  the  Lord  had 
appointed  to  defeat  the  good  counsel  of  Ahithophel,  to  the  in« 
tent  that  the  Lord  might  bring  evil  upon  Absalom. 

15  Then  said  Hushai  unto  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar  the  priests^ 
Thus  and  thus  did  Ahithophel  counsel  Absalom  and  the  elders 

16  of  Israel ;  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  counselled.  Now  there- 
fore send  quickly,  and  tell  David,  saying,  Lodge  not  this  night 
in  the  plains  of  the  wilderness*  but  speedily  pass  over ;  lest  the 
king  be  swallowed  up,  and  all  the  people  that  [are]  with  him  ^ 
lest  Absalom  change  his  measures^  caid  follow  AhithophePs  advice, 

17  Now  Jonathan  and  Ahimaaz  stayed  by  Enrogel,  thefuUei^sfaun^ 
tain,  for  they  might  not  be  seen  to  come  into  the  city,  being  well 
knowrtj  and  the  friends  of  David  ;  and  a  wench  went,  under  pre* 
tence  <f fetching  water,  and  told  them  ;  and  they  went  and  told 

18  king  Daidd.    Nevertheless  a  lad,  me  of  AbsaianCs  spies,  saw 

*  This  It  a  beaatifbl  timile  of  a  large  army  ovwiptwdlng  a  country. 

t  AU  that  Hushat  wanted  by  thii  advice  was,  to  naa  time  for  David  to  KaAer  bit  forca  « 
■nlpaccliemiaordcr;  and  m  it  loltcdAbMdoiB'fvintty  and  cnidty^lic  readily  fell  in  wiibi» 
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themy  iiid  toll  Afefistibm  :  Mt  they  Ir^iM  bm&  6f  tll«ftr  Mmr 

quickljr,  and  eame  to  a  task's  Ii6u#6  i«  BaKudftt,  <nio'«M»  a  friend 

'  of  DofviiPej  which  had  a  cTr^  t^ieir  in  1^  court ;'  Whkh^r  tllej 

19  went  do-^A.  And  (he  wotnaA  took  and  spfead  a  dcveiittg  over 
the  Weirs  month,  and  sjilread  gronfid  corft  thereon,  t&  dry  hi  the 

30  9un^  and  the  thing  ^»M  not  known*.  And  irhen  AfaBalorii^a  aer» 
vantSy  ^tfh0  t^ere  tent  to  fntmte  ihem^  ctfme  tof  the  wotnan  fo  the 
house,  thtf  said,  Where  [is]  Ahrmaia  and  Jonathan  ?  And  the 
woman  said  unto  them,  Thef  be  gone  oter  the  brook  of  wsrter. 
And  when  they  hadi  sought  and  cOtild  not  find  [them,}'  they  re^ 

1 1  turned  to  Jerusalem*.  And  it  came  to^  pass,  alter  they  were  de- 
parted, that  tkey  cttoife  up  out  of  the  irell,  and  weitt  and  told 
king  David,  &nd  stiid  nnto  Ihivkl,  Arise,  wad  pass  qukklf  over 
the  wMer  i  for  thtfs  hath  Ahitli^[>he)  counselled  against  jouy 

tS  and  «e  do  noi  know  MU  (kat  hU  souned  #^  be/oihwed.  Then 
Davi4  Arose  and  all  the  people  that  [were]  with  hiMi,  aad  they 
pasisd  o¥6t  Jordan  i  by  the  morfifiag  Rght  there  lacked  not  one  of 
titefti  that  #as  not  gone  over  Jordan  ;  though  it  tuca  m  the  fdght^ 
not  ohe  tfthem  deserted  ;  nor  Hfos  one  of  them  UxH  in  the  hmrh^ 
^ptM^  the  rltr^,  wUch  tba^  a  remarkable  ftrsnidenee. 

tl  And  When  Ahkhophel  saw  thaft  his  counsel  waanot  foUovred,* 
ht  saddled  [his]  ass,  and  arose,  and  gat  him  home  to  his  honse» 
to  hia  city,  and  put  his  household  ih  order,  and  iianged  himself, 

t4  and  diedj  and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  fether.  Then 
David  ctfme  to  Mahanatm,  in  the  tribe  of  Gad.  And  Absalom^ 
qfler  M  had  gathered  a  gre(tt  ctrmyy  according  to  tiuahtti^t  eotauel^ 
V,  1 1 .  passed  oter  Jordan,  he  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  with  bim.. 

Us  Ahd  Absalom  made  Amasa  hie  couein  captsdn  of  the  host  in« 
fliead  of  loab :  which  Amasa  [was]  a  man's  son,  whose  name 
[Was]  I^ra,  or  Jether^  an  lehntaeHte  by  birthy  but  aA  Israelite  by 
tdBgion  or  ftrofteeionj  that  went  in  to  Abigail  the  daughter  of 
Nahaah,  sister  to'Zeruiah,  JoaVs  mother,  and  David'e  mfiheVf 

%6  being  hie  eistir^e  eon.  So  Israel  and  Absalom  pitched  in  the  land 
Of  G}lead. 

97  And  it  eitme  to  pass,  when  Datid  %as  come  to  Mahanaim^ 
tbsit  Shobi  the  son  of  Nahash  of  Rabbah  of  the  children  of  Am«* 
Mofi,f  atid  Machir,  the  guardian  <f  MefiMboehethy  the  soft  of  Am-^ 
miel  of  Lodebar,  and  fiandllai  tire  Gileadtte  of  Ro^eKm,  a  nrnn 
fjfgrtat  dgiy  great  wealthy  and  yet  great  piety  and  generodty  of 

Sa  heart  s  ail  theee  JBkougbt  beds^  and  basons,  and  earthen  vessels, 
tdl  houeehold  et^  ttndfumitute  ihtst  woe  neceeeary^  and  wheat, 
and  tiarley,  and  flour,  aDd  pafiched  [com,]  and  beans  and  lentiles, 

S9  and  parched  [pdlse,]  And  hohey,  and  butter,  and  sheep,  ahd 
cheese  of  kite,  fbr  David,  and  for  the  people  that  [were]  with 
hitn,  ia  eat,  auf^dUefor  than  and  beaet  :  for  they  said,  The  peo* 

•  Wbn  AhiaMfiie)  iiKp  t»1iic1i  way  tkirtp  wf rt  m^c*  m^  dMt  OinrU  wtmld  vtln  titt«« 
fee  eanfcladed  that  be  weuid  nt  the  bettet,  aod  tKat  th?  itohu  irooltf  fall  Mi  hidiieirm  atcooiit 
«f  hU  trca^enr  and  execrable  advice.  He  was  alio  vexed  to  sec  himMif  slighted,  his  wis« 
counsel- rejected,  and  aU  hlkab«f«IU  fraeftefta  hlascedac  once. 

f  Ha  wal  pnbiMy  tfadt  gvi^anw  of  the  tCMtrr,  i*  tkc  roMi  af  Haawi  hit 
Ini  treaaad  Daivld**  aalMMBdm  ••  SO.   He  ■dghtdlnffwii 
gnttiade  hy  CQvdBC  M  latoDaUy  to  Mvid'a  relitf ^ 
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{de  [\s]  hungry,  and  wtxry^  ^ooA  ikintfi  in  the  vildemess ;  these 

things  thertfore  mil  be  toelcome  to  them  ;  and  their  being  bo  cheer* 

JuUy  brought  J  vfoB  a  strong  proof  qf  affectionate  lo^lty^  and  miM 

have  been  fiecuSarly  pieamg  to  David,  ^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

>•  Q*  £  £  to  what  lengths  of  wkkednets  ambidon  wiH  canry  ttien. 
1^  It  cancels  all  the  ties  of  relatieni  gratitude,  and  duty ;  and 
made  this  rasby  ntad  youth  thirst  for  ftns  fiitber's  blood  ;  even  his 
throne  and  his  kingdooi  would  not  satisfy  hioAy  without  tlmt.  He 
Mt  no  rehictance  at  Ahithopbel's  horrid  scheme.  May  we  guard 
•gaiinat  ambhion  and  pride,  and  cokivate  the  humble  graces  of  the 
gospel ;  that  we  nay  with  confidence  appeal  to  God,  &at  sur  hearts 
are  not  haughty^  nor  our  eyes  kfiy* 

•  3.  We  learn,  that  the  pnmdence  of  God  overrules  the  counsels 
of  tiken  to  serve  his  own  pwrposes.  Ahithophel's  counsel  was  good 
ibr  Absalom,  Hushai's  ibr  David ;  but  it  appears  from  v.  14.  that 
God  had  determined  beibre  to  defeat  Absalom's  schemes,  and  there* 
iofre  frustrated  the  former,  and  inclined  them  to  hearken  to  the 
other,  though  against  all  the  principles  of  sound  policy.  God  has 
the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hand ;  he  presides  over  their  councils, 
Mid,  whatever  they  determine,  his  counsel  shad  stand.  This  b  an 
elicoMTttgement  for  all  who  Hear  God  to  commit  their  way  to  Mmy  and 
$rust  in  him  to  bring  it  to  pass, 

3.  Observe,  in  Ahithophel,  the  sad  end  of  pride  and  disappointed 
expectations.  The  people  believed  him  to  be  an  omcle,  and  he 
thought  himself  so.  And  now,  to  see  his  counsel  neglected,  upon 
trhfch  his  safety  and  provision  depended,  mortified  him  to  such  a  de- 

Spee,  that  he  could  not  bear  it ;  and  while  his  soul  was  loaded  with 
I  the  horrors  of  guilt,  treachery,  rebellion,  incest,  parricide,  he  de« 
fttroyed  himself :  and,  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  repentance,  died 
in  the  very  act  of  sellirnurder.  So  perished  the  great  politician  of 
that  age  !  He  had  wisdom  enough  to  govern  a  state,  but  not  to 
Wttle  hb  own  spirit.  He  had  composure  enough  to  set  his  house  in 
«rder,  but  not  to  check  his  passions,  or  bear  a  disappointment.  He 
took  grtat  care  of  his  house  and  ftmily,  but  none  for  his  soul.  Thus 
4ied  Ahithophel,  tts  a  fool  dkth.  Oh  let  not  the  vise  man  glory  in 
his  wisdomj  nor  the  strong  man  in  his  strength  ;  but  let  him  that  gloria 
athy  ghry  in  the  Lord, 

4,  God  often  raises  up  fiiends  to  his  people  when  they  are  in  the 
greatest  distrsss  :  so  he  cttd  to  David  here,  Shobi  and  Machir,  and 
Sarzillai.  What  a  comfort  was  it  to  him  in  his  sorrow  and  banish- 
ment, to  find  friends,  and  such  friends,  who  furnished  him  with  such 
suitable  and  seasonable  supplies.  Ofear  the  Lord^  ye  his  saints^or 
ihere  is  no  vmnt  to  them  that  fear  him.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  putteth 
Ms  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the  Lord  is.  The  Hans  may 
iackj  and  suffer  hunger  i  but  they  that  seel:  the  Lord  shall  not  want 

^^^MMa    AAfl^^k^H    aJ^B^^J^ 

stny  gofiti  tintf% 
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We  have  here  David*s  fireparation  to  engage  the  rebeU  ;  the  defeat'^ 
Mualom^s  forces  ;  his  death  and  burial ;  and  the  news  qfthe  victory 
brought  to  David, 

1  /%  N  D  David  numbered  the  peopleithat  [were]  with  him, 
Mjl.  and  set  captains  of  thousands  and  captains  of  hundreds 

^  over  them.  And  David  sent  forth  a  third  part  of  the  people 
under  the  hand  of  Joab,  and  a  third  part  under  the  hand  of  Abi* 
shai  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  Joab's  brother,  and  a  third  part  under 
the  hand  of  Ittai  the  Gittite.    And  the  king  said  unto  the  peo- 

3  pie,  I  will  surely  go  forth  with  you  myself  also.  But  the  peo- 
ple, remembering  AhithopheTs  advice j  to  smite  the  king  only^  and 
concluding  that  his  Hfe  nxfos  chiejly  earned  at^  answered,  Thou  shalt 
not  go  forth  :  for  if  we  flee  away,  they  will  not  care  for  us  ;  nei- 
ther if  half  of  us  die,  will  they  care  for  us  :  but  now  [thou  art] 
worth  ten  thousand  of  us  ;  it  would  be  more  injury  to  the  kingdom 
and  more  advantage  to  the  enevfty  if  he  was  skdn^  than  thousands  f^ 
them  ;  but  if  he  lived  he  would  be  able  to  raise  new  forces  to  oppose 
their  design  :  therefore  now  [it  is]  better  that  thou  stay  there 

4  and  succour  us  out  of  the  city.  And  the  king  said  unto  them^ 
What  seemeth  you  best  I  will  do.*  And  the  king  stood  by  the 
gate  side,  encouraging  and  prctyingfbr  them^  and  all  the  people 

5  came  out  by  hundreds  and  by  thousands.  And  the  king  com* 
manded  Joab  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying,  [Deal]  gently  for 
my  sake  with  the  young  man,  [even]  with  Absalom  :  as  ifhio 
fault  was  rather  to  be  imputed  to  his  youth  than  his  nature  ;  from 
paternal  affection^  and  a  pious  concern  that  he  might  live  to  repent 
of  his  folly  and  wickedness^  he  desires  to  save  him.  And  all  the 
people  heard  when  the  king  gave  all  the  captains  charge  con* 
ceming  Absalom. 

6  So  the  people  went  out  into  the  field  against  Israel :  and  the 

7  bettU  was  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim  ;  Where  the  people  of  Israel 
^were  slain  before  the  servants  of  David  ;t  and  there  was  there 

t  a  great  slaughter  that  day  of  twenty  thousand  [men.]  For  the 
battle  was  there  scattered  over  the  &ce  of  all  the  country  :  and 
the  wood  devoured  more  people  that  day  than  the  sword  do* 

voured4 
9      And  Absalom  met  the  servants  of  David,  who  it  should  seem 
made  no  attempt  to  seize  him.    And  Absalom  rode  upon  a  mule^ 
end  fed  hastily  ;  and  the  mule  went  under  the  thick  bows  oft 

*  This  frred  his  mind  from  the  reluctance  be  most  feel  in  going  ont  against  one  of  bit  ow« 
mibjects,  su)d  fighting  ngalnst  his  son ;  and  no  doubt  Providence  overruled  it,  that  he  might  not 
Snrcrposetosave  Absalom's  life. 

t  One  body  of  David's  forces  came  out  of  die  wood,  the  other  lay  in  ambush  on  the  sklrti 
ef  it.  The  men  who  camtr  oat  of  the  wood  seeming  to  fly  before  Absalom  into  the  wood  again* 
he  pnrsaed  them,  upon  which  the  other  jurt  of  David's  army  closed  in>  and  thus  AbsalOBi  ani 
^p«ep{e  were  si^rounded  and  easily  destroyed. 

%  This  was  perhaps  by  thickets,  or  bogs  and  pits,  or  wild  beasts  ia  the  Qiret ;  by  one  WBfm 
m  other  moi-c  were  datroyed  in  the  woodi  than  in  the  action  itself. 
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great  oak^  and  his  head  caught  hold  of  the  oak|  and  he  was  taken 
up  between  the  heaven  and  the  earth  ;  and  the  mule  that  [was] 
10  under  him  went  away.  And  a  certain  man  saw  [it,]  and  told 
^1  Joab,  and  said.  Behold*  I  saw  Absalom  hanged  in  an  oak.  And 
Joab  said  unto  the  man  that  told  himy  And  behold,  thou  sawest 
[him,]  and  why  didst  thou  not  smite  him  there  to  the  ground  ? 
and  I  would  have  given  thee  ten  [shekels]  of  silver,  and  a  gir« 

12  die.*  And  the  man  said  unto  Joab,  Though  I  should  receive  a 
thousand  [shekels]  of  silver  in  mine  hand,  [yet]  would  I  not  put 
forth  ikiine  hand  against  the  king's  son  :  for  in  our  hearing  the 
king  charged  thee  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying,  Beware  that 

13  none '[touch]  the  young  man  Absalom.  Otherwise  I  should 
have  wrought  fidsehood  against  mine  own  life :  for  there  is  no 
matter  hid  from  the  king,  and  thou  thyself  wouldst  have  set  thy- 

^14  self  against  [me.f]  Then  said  Joab,  I  may  not  tarry  thus  with 
thee  ;  it  f>  not  a  time  to  9tand  t^Ukmg  here.  And,  concluding 
there  wouid  be  no  peace  to  the  kingdom^  nor  tafetyto  kimaelf  and 
Dauid*9  ttdherente^  i/M^alom  eunnved^  he  took  three  darts  in  his 
hand,  and  thrust  them  through  the  heart  of  Absalom,  while  he 

15  [was]  yet  alive  in  the  midst  of  the  oak.  And  ten  young 
men  tluit  bare  Joab'a  armour  compassed  about  and  smote  Ab- 

16  salom,  and  slew  him.  And  Joab,  thinking  that  the  peofUe  would 
return  to  their  allegiance  now  they  had  no  one  to  head  them^  blew 
the  trumpet,  eounded  a  retreat  ;  and  the  people  returned  from 

17  pursuing  after  Israel :  for  Joab  held  back  the  people.  And  they 
took  Absalom,  and  cast  him  into  a  great  pit  in  the  wood,  and 
laid  a  very  gpreat  heap  of  stones  upon  him,  om  a  monument  qf 
fame  :\  and  all  Israel  fled  every  one  to  his  tent. 

18  Now  Absalom  in  his  lifetime  had  taken  and  reared  up  for 
himself  a  pillar,  (eee  ch.  xiv.  27.)  something  like  the  Egyptian 
pyramidMy  which  [is]  in  the  king's  dale,  near  Jeruaaiem  ;  for  he 
said,  I  have  no  son  to  keep  my  name  in  remembrance  ;  and  he 
called  the  pillar  after  his  own  name  :  and  it  is  called  unto  this 
day,  Absalom's  place.  There  no  doubt  he  intended  to  be  buried  / 
but  Providence  provided  him  a  different  kind  of  grave, 

19  Then  said  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok,  Let  me  now  run,  and 
bear  the  king  tidings,  how  that  the  Loan  hath  avenged  him  of 

20  his  enemies.||  And  Joab  said  unto  him.  Thou  shalt  not  bear 
tidings  this  day,  but  thou  shalt  bear  tidings  another  day  :  but 
this  day  thou  shalt  bear  no  tidings,  because  the  king's  son  is 

21  dead.*    Then  said  Joab  to  Cushi,  Go  tell  the  king  what  thou 

*  A  captain's  commlssioa ;  denated  by  giving  him  a  mUitary  girdle  or  sash.    See  luu 
xxli.  2f. 

t  He  Intimates  liere*  that  it  would  not  only  have  been  disobedience  t4  the  king,  but  he 
wonld  have  run  the  hazard  of  his  own  life  ;  even  Joan  himself  would  hivt  been  as  forward  an 
any  one  to  have  informed  against  him,  and  to  ingratiate  liiaself  with  the  king  by  accusing  the 
<  man  who  luul  sUin  liis  son. 

I  Some  of  thf  Jews  say.  it  sttU  remains ;  and  that  it  was  a  custom  (br  every  passenger  t9 
throw  a  stone  at  it,  saying*  Thus  it  shall  be  done  to  a  rebellions  son. 

I  There  mutt  be  good  discipline  in  the  army»  wlten  even  Aliinuuz  dnret  not  run  on  foch 
an  occasion  without  leave. 

*  Joab  knew  David  better  than  Ahimaaz  did;  he  was  sensible  it  would  be  nnwelcoac 
news,  and  IctiCD  Darid*!  reg^  for  him ;  thereturc  he  (hose  to  send  some  oUier  i>etsouk 
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tS  bait  «een.  And  CmOii  hmrtA  ^himteif  onto  bed),  and  f«ii«  Tbdt 
•aid  Ahimaaz  tke  ion  of  Zadok  yet  again  to  Jodb,  But  faamrao- 
ever^let  mey  I  praf  tface^jiko  run  after Cualu.  And  Jcnbaaii, 
Wheitefore  wilt  thou  miM  mf  «»9  «eeiag  ^at  thou  liaat  no  ti4r 

US  iDgs  reUdy  I  But  howaoever,  (aaid  he,]  let  me  run.  And  he 
aaid  unto  him,  Run.  He  «nt  viUhtg  to  gOj  vffimtevar  the  c^nsc-* 
fuemces  wight  hey  not  from  the  kofbe  ofvemmrA,  hut  hemg  mUiug'  to 
bring  g^od  iidmgeio  the  Idng^  mhom  he  lenued,  and  out  qfftrudemde 
mid  tcmkmeat  /o  prepare  him  for  the  newe  jqf  Abmdnn^e  deaths 
Then  Ahhnaazran  by  the  wajf  of  the  plain,  and  overran  Cuahi, 
who  mfent  the  etnught  road  over  Ahe  mountain* ;  being  on  ievel 

"^4  ground  he  got  sooner.  And  David  aat  ixatiaieen  the  two  gates : 
and  die  vatchman  went  up  to  the  roof  over  the  ^te  unto  the 
mdl,  and  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold  a  man  nin- 

tS  ning  akme.  And  the  watchman  cried,  and  told  the  king.  Aod 
the  king  asdd,  if  he  [be]  alone,  [there  ts^  (idings  in  his  mouthy 
good  tidinge  ;  hecauee^  tfthe  Mrmy  mtao  routed^  many  mnuid  hcrve 

26  ctme  fiipng  from  different  vmfe.  And  he  came  apace,  and  drew 
near.  And  the  watchman  saw  anotfier  man  vuaning  :  and  the 
watchman  called  tinto  the  porter,  and  said.  Behold  (anothei^ 
man  running  alone.    And  the  kiiig  said,  He  also  bringeth  tid- 

W  ings.  And  the  watchsaan  said,  Methioketh  die  running  ef  iSbt 
foremost  is  lUce  the  running  of  Ahimaas  the  eon  of  Zadok,  who 
woo  remarkahlefor  his  efieed.  And  the  king  •said,  He  [is]  a  -good 
man,  and  cometh  with  good  tidings  ;  a  good  oaUUery  and  would 
not  run  away  Uke  a  coward  ;  one  that  iovee  me  wmK,  and  tkenfore 

%%  woidd  not  qfiia  me  with  evil  tidings.  And  Ahifnaaz  called,  and 
said  unto  the  kii^,  All  is  well  s  h^ftre  hecame  f0  to  sat/  any  tiling 
partictdtWy  h£  cried  out  in  triumfihj  M  is  welt ;  and  then^  with  the 
reverence  %fa  hyal  sidijecty  he  feM  down  to  the  earth  upon  his  £ace 
before  the  king,  and  with  ike  fiie^  of  a  fniesty  -he  eaid.  Blessed 
[be]  the  Loan  thy  God,  whicli  hath  dd'wered  up  Uie  men  that 

d9  lifted  up  their  haod  against  my  >lei4  die  king.  And  the  king 
said,  Is  the  young  tnaa  Absalom  safei  He  exfiressedno  joy  tiU 
he  had  heard  how  it  had  fared  with  Msaiom.  And  Al)imaaz  an* 
awered.  When  Joab  sent  the  king's  servant,  and  [me]  thy  ser- 

20  vant,  I  saw  a  great  tumuh,  but  I  knewisot  what  [4t  was.*]  And 
the  king  said  [unto  him,]  Tom  aside,  [and]  etand  here.    And 

31  he  turned  aside  and  stood  sdll.  And,  behold,  Cushi  came  ;  and 
Cushi  said.  Tidings,  my  lord  the  king :  for  the  Loan  hath 
avenged  thee  this  day  of  all  them  that  rose  up  against  diee ; 

32  he  said  nothing  of  Absalom.  And  the  king  said  unto  Cushi,  £Is] 
the  young  man  Absalom  safe  ?  And  Cushi  answered.  The  ene- 
mies of  my  lord  the  king,  and  aU  that  rise  against  thee  to  do 
[thee]  hurt,  be  as  [that]  young  man  [is.]  He  told  him  in  the 
most  decent  manner  that  he  was  deady  yet  ffo,  as  to  express  his  good 
wishes  for  the  kingy  wfiilst  he  informed  him  of  this  affecting  stroix. 

*  Ahlmaac  did  know  of  AlMa1om*K  death,  but  was  not  ftcauaunted  with  Che  jiartlcaUurf  of-it ; 
be  lesves  the  matter  doabtfol*  as  Cushi  was  to  inform  the  king  of  that  matter ;  he  gives  liim 
Man  to  expect  the  worn/  and  to  prepares  his  mind  for  whst  the  next  meaKiiger  wsis  to  sajr. 
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3d  And  the  king  ^mis  much  moved  ;  he  did  not  stay  to  hear  the  cir- 
cumatancca  or  txtent  tf  the  vittory^  or'  the  numner  of  AhaalonC% 
tleathy  but  retired  immediately  to  give  vent  to  his  gritfy  and  went 
Up  to  the  chamber  over  the  gate,  and  wept :  and  as  he  went  ufi 
the  ataiiray  he  bemoaned  himaeffy  and  thus  he  said,  O  my  son  Absa- 
lom, my  son,  my  son  Absalom  !  would  God  I  had  died  for  thee* 
O  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  !  7%e  ivorda  are  full  of  fiaanony  tha 
effect  of  exceaaive  love  and  grief;  one  would  hqfie  of  deep,  cOftceryB 
alaoyOt  the  recollection  of  Ma  heinoua  vfickedneaaj  and  for  hia  evev'^ 
lasting  state  ;  else  we  can  scarce  think  that  Davidj  with  all  him 
partial  fondnessy  would  have  been  so  much  affected^  or  wished  to, 
have  died  for  him. 

REFLECTIONS. 

L  "\7CTE  infer  hence,  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  hearken' 
V  V  to  the  advice  of  inferiors,  and  to  follow  it  when  it  is 
founded  on  good  reasons.  This  David  did,  in  hearkening  to  the 
remonstrances  of  his  servants  against  his  going  to  battle.  Stiffness 
and  obstinacy  are  mischievous  qualities  ;  but  they  are  too  commonly 
the  &ult  of  superiors,  are  founded  upon  a  bad  principle,  pride,  an<f 
are  generally  productive  of  hurtful  consequences.  In  the  mtdttiud^^ 
i^f  counsellors  there  is  safety. 

2.  See,  in  this  story,  the  miserable  end  of  an  undutiful  and  rebel«[ 
lious  son  ;  and  let  all  children  and  young  people  heary  and  fear^ 
This  infamous  wretchj  Absalom,  met  with  his  death  in  a  very  sur« 
pricing  and  uncommonf  manner.  There  are  many  ways  of  being 
slain  in  battle  ;  but  this  was  an  unheard  of  instance,  and  was  de- 
signed to  make  his  punishment  more  remarkable,  and  the  hand  of 
Providence  in  it  the  more  apparent.  How  quickly  did  his  rebellioi*' 
come  to  an  end,  and  all  his  gay  dreams  vanish  !  His  pillar  of  hom-' 
our  was  turned  into  a' monument  of  shame  ;  his  beauty  perished  inv 
the  dust,  and  his  memory  rotteth.  How  awful,  and  yet  how  right-* 
eous  was  the  judgment  of  God  on  this  wicked  son  t  He  is  still  dis- 
pleased with  undutiful  children  ;  and  will,  either  in  this  world  or 
another,  make  their  plagues  wonderful.  Honoury  therefore,  thtf 
father  and  thy  mother  ;  that  thy  days  may  be  prolonged  in  the  larut^ 
which  the  Lord  thy  Ood  giveth  thee. 

'    3.  What  a  dreadful  shock  does  the  death  of  a  wicked  child  givo 

a  pious  parent  I  How  terribly  was  David's  heart  wounded,  to  think' 

of  his  son  going  down  to  destruction  with  such  multiplied  and  ag^' 

gravated  guilt  upon  his  head.    He  was  mlling  to  have  died  for  himy 

to  save  him  from  such  complete  and  hopeless  ruin.     Let  parents^ 

to  prevent  such'  painful  reflections,  take  care  to  bring  up  their  childreiz 

in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord;  and  guard  against  that 

excessive  fondness  for  them,  which  prevents  their  correcting  and 

restraining  them  when  they  do  evil,  and  which  was  at  once  the  ruin 

of  Absalom,  and  the  grief  of  David.    And  may  we  earnestly  pray^ 

that  God  would  give  to  our  children  an  upright  hearty  that  they  may 

know  and  serve  the  God  of  their  fathers  with  a  perfect  hearty  and  a 

v*illing  mindy  that  it  may  be  well  with  them  for  ever. 

Vol.  hi.  2 
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CHAP.  Xix. 

havtdy  through  Joab^s  injluence^  Ceaseth  to  mourn^  and  return*  to  Mb 
kingdom  ;  Shimei  mecta  himj  and  is  fiardoned  s  he  has  an  intcr^ 
view  with  Me/ihibosheth  and  BarzHUd  s  ond  an  tmhappy  content 
arises  between  the  tribes  about  bringing  him,h^mc* 

1  A  i^D  it  was  tojd  Joab,  Behold,  Ae  king  wcepeth  tod 

2  XjL  mourneth  for  Absalom.  And  the  victory  that  day  was 
XtVTjied]  into  mourning  unto  all  the  people,  it  cast  a  damfi  ufiort 

*-    their  Joy ':  for  the  people  heard  say  that  day  how  the  king  was 

3  grieved  for  his  son  ;  and  they  were  afflicted  with  him.  And  the 
people  gat  them  by.  stealth  that  day  into  the  city,  as  people  be* 

4  ing  ashamed  steal  aWay  when  diey  Bee  in  battle.*  Btit  the  king 
covered  his-  face,  Kke  a  deep  mourner^  who  would  neither  see  nor 
^  be  seen  ;  and  the'kin|^  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  O  my  s6n  Absa-* 

'  5  iotnt  O  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  !  And  Joab  came  roto  the 

house  to  the  king,  and  said,  Thou  hiast  shamed  this  day  the 

.faces  of  all  tliy  servants,  cts  if  they  had  committed  some  crime  and 

,    ^  ^vere  ashamed  to  show  their  Jacesy  and  hast  disapfiomted  ihtir  hopcB 

'qf/iraise  and  reward  j  whith  this  day  have  saved  thy  life,  and 

the  lives  of  thy  sons  and  of  thy  ^ughters,  and  the  lives  of  thy 

.  .wives,  and  the  lives  of  thy  concubines,  ail  of  which  Absalom  struck 
'6  at  J  In  that  thou  lovest  thine  enemies,  ^d  hatest  thy  friends. 
For  thou  hast  declared  this  day,  that  thou  regardest  neither 
princes  nor  servants .:  for  this  day  I  perceive,  that  if  Absalom 
had  lived,  and  all  we  had  died  this  day,  then  it  had  pleased  thee 
well  ;  by  this  strange  and  preposterous  conduct  thou  hast  in  effect 
declared^  that  thou  hast  no  concern  for  thcm^iwr  for  any  one  tui 
Absalom^  and  that  thou  hast  no  pleasure  in  their  safety  or  success^ 

7.  Now  therefore  arise,  go  forth,  and  speak  comfortably  unto  thy 
.  servants,  thank  them  for  their  service^  and  congratulate  them  on 
their  success  ^'  for  T  swear  by  the  Lord,  if  thou  go  not  forth* 
there  will  not  tarry  cme  with  thee  this  night ;  and  that  will  be 
woi^  unto  thee  than  all  the  evil  that  bcfel  thee  from  thy  youth 
unty  now  ;  than  ail  the  evils  of  his  yout/i^  when  he  hadfriendsmd 

8  companions  about  him.^  Then  the  king  arose,  and  sat  in  the 
^te.  And  they  told  unto  all  the  people,  sayuig.  Behold,  the 
king  doth  sit  in  the  gate,  the  iUate  <f  concourse  and  judgment. 
And  all  the  people  came  before  the  king,  tocongn^ulufehimyond 
profess  subjection  and  allegiance  to  him  :  for  Israfel  had  fled  every 
man  to  his  tent. 
'  9  And  all  the  people  were  at  strife  throughout  all  the  tribes 
of  Israel,  blaming  o7ie  another  for  beginning  and  encouraging  the 

*       *  '^^  *^  ^^  ^^^^  «n   triumph,  but  by  som«  secret  way,   u  if  they  had  lost  the 

't^t'i,"?'i?*W^3* *^'**^'  ^^ ^^»**  ^^^^^ **~^ "l*** ^^^  ^iw an  evil  eyi,  as  thoK wS 
had  killed  hi«  beloved  son.  .  v,*.,  »  iuwb«^  whv 

,      t  Thi»  was  insolent  and  uncourtly  Imguage ;  bat  Joab  tbooght  this  trarmth  necessary,  t9 
^^0»ndJrom  his  lethargy,  and  preserve  himfYoii  impcndfiigmischief ;  aild  h  haliU 
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^ebelHony  und  their  retmMtnea  in  Mn^ng  the  king  baejty  string) 
The  king  saved  us  out  of  the  hand  or  our  enemies,  and  he  (ie» 
livered  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  ;  and  now  he  is 

10  fled  out  of  the  land  for  Ahsalom.  And  Absalom  \rhom  we 
anointed  oter  us,  is  dead  in  battle.  Now  therefore  why  spes^ 
ye  not  a  word  of  bringing  the  king  back  I  Tfus  yfaa  addresud  to 
their  eldera  and  rulers. 

1 1  And  king  David  sent  to  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar  the  priestsy 
aaying)  Speak  unto  the  elders  of  Judah^  saying.  Why  are  ye 
the  last  to  briag  the  king  back  to  his  house  ?  seeing  the  s|^ech 

12  of  all  Israel  is  come  to  the  king,  [even]  to  his  house  ?*    Ye  ^ 
[are]  my  brethren,  ye  [are]  my  hon^s  and  my  flesh  :  where-  ' 
fore  then  are  ye  the  last  to  bring  back  the  king  ?  i/ou  stand  is^ 
the  nearest  relation  to  hirn^  and  therefore  should  be  thejirst  to  shoi» 

13  him  resfiect.  And  say  ye  to  Amasa,t  [Art]  thou  no^  of  my 
bone,  and  of  my  flesh  ?  God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if 
thou  be  not  c^puun  of  the  host  before  me  continually  in  the  i^m 
of  Joab.  He  mtentions  his  reiationski/i  to  Mnty  as  ^hat  disfioim 
him  topardonj  and  promises  him  preferment  in  the  room  ofSoab^ 

14/0  humble  bis  insolence  and  punish  his  disobedience.  And  he  bow- 
ed the  h^art  of  all  the  men  of  Judah,  evei^  as  [the  heart  ofj  or^^ 
man ;  so  that  they  sent  [this  word]  unto  thelpng,  Return  thbiff, 
and  all  thy  servants,  who  are  ready  to  receive  thecj  and  return  to 

15  their  obedience.  So  the  king  returned,  and  came  to  Jordan* 
And  Judah  came  to  Gilgal,  to  go  to  meet  the  kingy  to  conduct 
thie  king  over  Jordan. 

16  And  Shimei  the  son  of  Cera,  a  Benjamite,  which  [was]  of 
Bahurim»  hasted  and  came  d6wn  with  the  men  of  Judafi  to 

17  meet  king  David.  And  [there  wei'e]  a  thousand  men  of  Benja- 
min wit)i  him,  and  Ziba  the  servant  of  the  house  of  Saul,  an3 
his  fifteen  dons  and  his  twenty  servants  with  him  ;  and  they 

18  went  over  Jordan  before  the  king.)  And  there  went  over  H 
£erry  bpat  to  c^rry  Qver  the  king's  hoi^sehpld,  and  to  do  what  he 
thought  good.    Ai)d  Slumei  the  son  of  Cera  fell 'down  b^fcpf 

19  the  king,  as  )ie  wa^  conv  over  Jordan ;  And  said  unto  the  king» 
li((t  not  my  lord  impute  iniquity  unto  me,  neither  da  thou  re- 
member that  whipb  tliy  servant  did  pierversely  the  day  thiat  my 
lord  the  king  went  out  of  Jerusalem,  that  tjie  king  should  take  it 

20  tohi^  hear^.  For  thy  servant  do^  know  that  1  have  sinned  : 
therefore,  behold,  I  am  coqae  the  firf  t  thi$  day  of  all  the  house  of 

*  &9  Hfc^gy  wc^e  not  entirrlj  broogbt  to  order  after  tneh  coofotiooi  Pavid  judged  tho 
advice  Md  Interpotitioii  of  amiie  peo|4eof  irlsdom,  Weight  and  InBoetice,  wai  necetftaiPjr  t^ 
efftct  ic>  and  therefore  sent  to  the  |>riett»,  as  heing  hit  fheodi  and  mea  of  authority,  who  weva 

itroper  to  negotiate  the  btuinett  with  the  elders  of  Jodah.  Perhai*  many  of  that  tribe  had 
oined  Absaloas  s  which  was  peenllarly  nngratelbl,  coasiderinjg  DatWft  Idndntsa  to  tbent 
They  min^detinir  of  pardon*  and  therefore  were  backward  in  the  matter.  He  let  them 
know  that  others  were  ready  to  do  it,  and  wondered  that  they,  of  all  the  tribes  of  Uraati^ 
were  sohadeward. 

t  Aoasa  was  his  nephew,  whom  he  was  partieolaiiy  desirous  to  bring  orcr  to  his  iAt«rcse» 
and  who  C^MHElnghisowB  case  desperate)  ndtht  persudejodshtohinderorddaythe  kirtg^ 
return. 

t  Shimei  hroogiht  a  thousand  men  with  him,  to  show  his  power  andinfloence,  and  hoped, 
by  bringing  so  considerable  a  body,  to  secure  hit  pardon.  He  went  Ofcr  loldaa,  to  ibov  pt» 
oliar  rckpecif  »d  pa—cd  ovet  bciutc  the  king. 
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5 1  Joseph  to  go  down  to  meet  my  lord  the  king.*  But  Abishai  the 
son  of  Zeruiah  answered  and  said,  Shall  not  Shimei  be  put  to  death 
for  this,  because  he  cursed  the  Lord's  anointed  ?    And  David 

52  gave  him  a  refivQof  becoming  a  great  and  good  king^  and  'sdid^ 
What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah,  that  ye  should 
this  day  be  adversaries  unto  me  ;  that  you  should  urge  me  to 
act  against  my  own  inclinations^  to  make  others  fear  execution^  and 
set  the  fieofUe  against  me  ?  shall  there  ahy  man  be  put  to  death 
this  day  in  Israel  ?  sfiall  any  thing  sully  the  glory  qf  this  day^  and 
be  cause  of  lamentation^  in  this  time  of  universal  joy  f  for  do  not  I 
know  that  I  [am]  this  day  king  over  Israel  ?  not  only  over  a 
party  in  it^  but  over  all  Israel^  and  have  fiower  toftunish  and  par* 

jl3  don  v)hom  I  please  7  Therefore  the  king  said  unto  Shimei,  Thou 
shalt  not  die  at  this  time^  and  merely  upon  account  ofvfhat  is  past. 
And  the  king  s ware  unto  him,  confirmed  it  ndth  an  oathyond 
bound  him  to  his  good  behaviour, 

^4  And  Mephibosheth  the  son  of  Saul  came  down  td  meet  the 
kings  and  had  neither  dressed  his*  feet  nor  trimmed  his  beards 
nor  washed  his  clothes,  from  the  day  the  "king  departed  until 
the^  day  he  came  [again]  in  peace  ;  thus  seeming  as  if  he  ioas 

jSS  greatly  ejected  at  the  king^s  exile^  And  it  came  to  pass  when 
he  was  come  to  Jerusalem  to  meet  the  king,  that  the  king  said 
unto  hir)i,  Wherefore  wentest  not  thou  with  me,  Mephibosheth  ? 
as  jiistice^  gratitude^  prudence^  and  a  regard  to  thy  own  interest 
required^  lest  Msatom  should  have  destroyed  thee  as  a  competitor^ 

1S6  And  he  answered,  My  Iprd,  O  king,  my  servant  deceived  me  : 

,  for  thy  servant  sajd,  I  will  saddle  me  an  ass,  that  I  may  ridb 
thereon,  ^nd  go  to  the  king  ;  because  thy  servant  [is]  lame.t 

p7  And  he  hath  slandered  thy  servant  unto  my  lord  the  king  j  but 
my  lord  the  king  [is]  as  an-  angel  of  God  :  do  therefore  [what 

2S  is]  good  in  thine  eyes.  For  all  [of]  my  father's  house  were  but 
dead  men  before  my  lord  the  king  :  yet  didst  thou  set  thy  ser- 
vant among  chem  that  did  e^t  at  thine  own  table.     What  right 

?9  therefore  have  I  yet  to  cry  any  more  untd  thtf  king  ?|  And  the 
king  said  unto  him.  Why  speakedt  thou  any  more  of  thy  maf- 
t(6rs  ?  I  have  said,  Thou  and  Ziha  divide  the  land*  David  was 
nqt  willing  to  hear  any  m/ore  dfthe  matter  ;  he  confirmed  the  far'- 
mer  appointment  of  Ziha  to  be  his  steward  ;  and  restored  MepM^ 
bosheth  half  the  estate^  without  any  trouble  or  expense  to  him. 

SO  And  Mephibosheth  said  unto  the  king,  Yeai  let  him'  tak^  all» 

*  Hevtoadedf  thit  he  came  first  to  tobmit  tahim;  and  ic  Is  remarkable  that  he  calla 
lapMelf  «/  th€  h9us$  of  J0uph,  being  a  Benjamite.  of  the  family  of  SaoL  He  would  bave  come 
111  recopunendea  to  David  under  that  character,  therefore  he  mentloita  ths  hmts  of  7hs»hh»  a 
tribe  of  the  nearest  aUn  to  the  other.  Benjamin  being  hi*  beloved  brother. 


t  llus  i«  a  very  lame  excuse,  for  he  might  have  bad  another  beast  t  he  coald  probablf 
vnd  one  noir  to  meet  the  king ;  he  might  have  a|»plied  to  David/or  one ;  he  ace  at  his  table ; 


I  Heooold^not  bat  acknowledge  the  Jung's  kindnen  to  Ium>  and  therefore  he  h;id  no  tight 
tperv  to^tbe  king*  which  tte  would  have  done,  and  should  have  done,  if  he  had  bren  slandered  | 
trat  the  meaning  seems  to  be*  that  he  submitted  to  the  luns't  fikmency*  and  hopod  trooL  blh 
vcU  JuiovB  soodaci»  Uut  he  woold  forgive  liiau  .       .*= 
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-  >  *  t 

forasmuch  as  my  lord  the  kmg  is  conie  again  in  peace  unto  his 
own  house  :  he  annocrB  mtk  firodigioua  zeal^  that  he  was  content 
vnfh  any  things  since  the  king  wc*  returned  safe.* 
31*  And  Barzillai,  the  GileaditC)  vfho  had  hosftitabfy  entertained  the 
kingj  came  down  from  Rogelim,  and  went  over  Jordan  with 
the  king,  to  conduct  him  over  Jordan  ;   he  came  to  pay  his 

32  respects^  and  to  bring  him  part  qf  the  way.  Now  Bandllai 
was  a  very  aged  man,  [even]  fourscore  years  old  :  and  he' had 
provided  the  king  of  sustenance  while,  he  lay  at  Mahanaim; 
for  he  [was]  a  very  great  man  ;  a  rich  man^  and  had  a  verp 

33  generoui  heart.  And  the  king  said  unto  Barzillai,  Come  thou 
over  with  me,  and  I  will  feed  thee   with  me  in  Jerusalem^ 

34  as  a  particuhir  friend  and  favovrite.  And  Barzillai  said  unto 
the  king,  How  long  have  I  to  live,  that  I  should  go  up  with  the 
king  unto  Jerusalem  ?  ^  very  wiscj  piotiSj  and  grateful  reptif. 
He  was  unfit  to  travel  so  far^  and  had  but  a  short  time  to  Sve  ; 

35  another  reason  was^  I  [am]  this  day  fourscore  years  old  :  [and] 
can  I  discern  between  good  and  evil  ?  can  thy  servant  taste 
what  I  eat  or  what  I  drink  ?  can  I  hear  any  more  the  voice  of 
singing  men  and  singing  women  ?  wherefore  then  should  thy 

36  servant  be  yet  a  burden  unto  my  lord  the  king  ?t  Thy  servant 
will  go  a  little  way  over  Jordan  with  the  king :  and  why  should 
the  king  recompense  it  me  with  such  a  reward  ?  Be  was  desir* 
ous  of  expressing  his  dutiful  affection  as  far  as  he  was  ablcj  but 
had  no  expectation  of  a  reward^for  he  had  done  nothing  but  his  duty. 

37  Let  they  servant,  I  pray  thee,  turn  back  again,  that  I  may  die  in 
mine  own  city,  [and  be  buried]  by  the  grave  of  my  &ther,  and 
of  my  mother.  Ms  fourth  reason  wasy  that  he  was  willing  to 
spend  his  remaining  days  at  homcy  and  be  buried  with  his  ances' 
tors  ;  but  thai  he  might  not  seem  rudcj  he  desires  the  king  to  tranS" 

fer  the  kindness  intended  hirn^  to  his  son.    But  behold  thy  servant 
Chimham  ;  let  him  go  over  with  my  lord  the  king  ;  and  do  to 

38  him  what  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  And  the  king  answered^ 
Chimham  shall  go  over  with  me,  and  I  will  do  to  him  that 
which  shall  seem  good  unto  tbee :  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt 
require  of  me,  {that]  will  I  do  for  thee  ;  lemnng  it  to  the  old 
gentleman*s  ckoiee  ;  and  iutimatiagy  that  ifhp  had  any  petition  to 

39  nmke  afterward^  he  might  be  sure  it  should  be  granted.  And  -all 
the  people  went  over  Jordan.  And  when  the  king  v^as  come 
ohrer,  the  king  kissed  Barzillai,  and  blessed  hiia^  and  he  letum* 


*  Tfaerd  b  no  renoo  to  httteve  that  Ziboi  bad  tfandcrM  him,  Vot  that  the  dMrgeagainn 
him  was  tror.  The  neyclcct  of  bU  drett,  and  his  cxpre^kM^s  of  seal  and  concern,  minht  only 
\t  to  cover  bb  inteocions  if  the  thing  had  aiucanied*  David  vat  now  dbpotcd  to  pnrdcNi 
twtxj  one,  especially  a  descendant  of  Saul,  on  account  of  Shtraei'R  aspersion,  and  his  oath  to 
'Jonathan.  If  Mfephinosheth  was  indeed  inneeenc,  I  think  Davids  affection  fhr  him  wonid  har6 
engaged  him  to  ponlsh  Ziba.  according  to  the  law  of  God  against  a  false  witness,  Dgut,  six.  15^ 
Tor  Mephlbosheth's  innocence*  we  have  only  hb  own  testimony :  fof  Zib  I's*  webave  Darid'a. 
nis  comhigto  bim  seems  to  have  been  qote  dblaterested ;  abd  Davids  bm  ponisblng  him  con* 
firms  it.  Therefore  the  outcry  made  against  David  b  onjastt  and  has  00  loondation :  but  l^ 
appears  in  this  affair  as  an  eminent  example  of  clemency  smd  forgiveness. 

t  The  king's  kindness  would  be  ill  bestowed  upon  him*  as  his  relish  for  the  ^iennres  t/Tm 
toon  and  of  tiw  senses  were  almost  gone  i  ketkds,  he  woi^  rather  be  a  burden*  than  of  -mf 
service,  and  weold  only  stand  in  the  way  of  those  who  mig^t  be  oscfaL  Seo  Ortm*s  Diicmr^ 
«s  i«  lAr  M»d,  Dbc  VL  m  Unllim't  fL^pasI  ^DwU's  SroUtUitn, 
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^  tjntp.  bi3  OTO  place  ;  he  took  hU  k<rv.e  ^hhn  vi^h^cat  ^ce^ 
Hon  ;  thanked  him  and  prayed  for  hirn^  and  took  Chimham  vdtk'hitn^ 
In  Jeremiah  xli.  7.  vfe  read  of  an  inheritance  offds  at  Bethlehem  g 
.40  probably  David  gave  him  part  qfhia  patemalinheritance.     ThjCn 
the  king  went  on  to  Gilgal,  and  Chimham  went  on  with  him  : 
aiid  all  the  people  of  Judah  conducted  the  kin^;,  a;id  also  half  the 
people  of  Israel ;  the  people  (f  Judah  came  entirely  andtmaid^ 
mouMiy^  and  the  halfqf  Israel :  perhaps  those  on  the  other  side 
Jordan  ;  and  the  other  tribes  at  length  came  in. 

41  And,  behold}  all  the  men  of  Israel  came  to  the  kingi  and  said 
unto  the  kingy  Why  have  our  brethren  the  men  of  Judah  $toleo 
thee  away  secretly^  and  not  desired  our  assistance  and  consent  7 
a|id  l^ave  brought  the  king  and  his  household,  and  all  David's 
^en  with  him,  ovf  r  Jordan  ?  Being  a  public  act^  there  should  ' 

42  have  been  a  convention  of  the  states.  And  all  the  men  of  Judah 
answered  the  men  of  Israel,  Because  the  kipg  [is]  near  pf  Idn 
to  us :  wherefore  then  be  ye  angry  for  t)iis  matter  ?  have  we  e^Xr 
CD  at  all  of  the  king's  [cost  ?]  or  hath  he  given  us  any  gi(i  ? 
/^leading  their  relation  to  their  kingj  that  they  had  no  prrvate 

42  gain  ;  it  iPOS  only  to  testify  their  duty  and  affection.  And  the 
men  of  Israel  answei*ed  the  men  of  Judah,  sihd  said,  We  have 
ten  parts  in  the  king,  C Simeon  being  intermixed  with  Judah  prob" 
My  came  with  them^)  and  we  have  a)so  fnore  [right]  in  D|avid 
than  ye  :  why  then  did  ye  despise  us,  ths^t  our  advice  should 
not  be  first  had  in  bringing  back  our  king  ?  we  ought  to  have 
been  consulted  in  an  affair  qf  such  consequence^  and  esteem  oiuxf 
(telves  slighted  and  ill  used.  And  the  words  of  the  men  of  Judah 
were  fiercer  than  the  woi'ds  of  the  men  of  Israel ;  the  quarrel 
increased f  and  the  men  of  Judah  were  more  hot  and  passionate  : 
aiM  this  foolish  difference  occasioned  a  new  reielUon^  as  we  shaU 

\    'jfifwc^  tn  the  7iext  cimfiter* 

REFLECTIONS. 


I.  WT  £  hence  learn,  that  tbere  is  danger  of  ottr  passioD  and 
VV  grief  becomiBg  excessive,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  restrain 
it,  whoever  may  reprove  us  *£6r  it.  Though  Joab  was  rude  in  his 
i«epiroof,  David  wits  so  &r  influenced  by  htm  as  to  appear  in  public. 
it  was  an  absurd  passion,  especially  when  the  people  were  so  reso* 
lut«,and  God  hudbden  so  gncious.  'Let  us  le^^n  to  gvard  our 
minds  against  excessive  transports  of  g^ef,  or  any  thing  which  may 
lead  us  to  neglect  our  duty,  though  we  should  be  reproved  fer  it  in 
an  unbecoming  maimer^  by  our  inferiors,  or  with  heat.  Let  us  not 
copsider  who  Uie  reprover  i&i  but  the  reproof ;  and  endeavour  to 
amend  what  is  amiss. 

2.  Good  services  for  tlie  public  will  be  remembered  and  acknowl- 
•dged,  though  they  seem  for  a  time  to  be  forgotten.  David's  peo- 
ple rebelled  against  him  ;  but  at  length  they  began  to  recollect  his 
services  to  them,  in  delivering  them  from  their  enemies,  particular^ 
ly  the  PhilisiincS)  and  »aw  Jthieir  own  iogratUlMtl^*    Wc  ought  gen« 


[ 
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«*oiis!y  to  «erve  iiiatikfDd,  atid  labour  to  promote  tHeir  hfipplntss^^ 
"Miether  they  are  grateful  or  not.  But  liiis  is  otir  encotiX*geni€'nt, 
that  all  are  not  insensible,  all  are  hot  ungr^tefnl  ;  and  they  Vfho  are 
%o  at  present,  will  probably  come  to  a  better  ttoind.  Above  all, 
God  is  never  tmnilndful ;  he  is  not  tmri^hfeoue  tofi^gtt  our  M6ur% 
itflcrue. 

3.  Men  oft^n  "bfame  others  for  backwardness  to  a  good  workv 
•#hen  they  arc  rcafly  to  biame  themselves.  The  people  of  Israel 
trere  at  strife  who  it  was  that  began  the  rebeffion  ;  the  people  blam- 
ed l!he  elders,  knd  the  elders  the  people  :  they  tbbk  as  iHuch  time 
in  censuring  one  another  for  not  brlnghig  the  king- back,  as  would 
have  done  the  J>U5iness  ;  and  they  should  heartily  have  joined  in  it^ 
It  18  easier  to  find  fault  than  to  mend.  If  each  in  his  respective  sta- 
tion would  set  about  reforming  his  own  manners,  and  those  who 
are  about  him,  instead  of  condemhihg  the  tardiness  and  lukewarm-^. 
i)ess  of  othersj  things  would  soon  grow  better^  and  the  worI4-bc 
greatly  ihended. 

4.  We  have  a  lively'  example  of  clemency  and  gratitude  in  Da- 
vid's foiigiving  Shiroei,  and  overiooktng  M«phibosheth's  illtdesign 
and  great  ingratitude  :  thus  hU  tbrone^aas  tstabiUhed  by  mefctf^  It 
is  true  greatneas,  and  the  best  prerogative  of  kiags,  to  forgive.  rHisf 
gratitude  to  Baradllai  for  his  hospitsdity,  deserves  praise  and  imita* 
tion.  Let  t|s  be  always  ready  to  return  kindness,  and  be  grateful 
to  our  friends  and  benefactors,  especially  those  who  have  helped  us 
in  times  of  distress :  no  future  weakb^  itonour^  or  ease^  should  make 
Its  forget  them  and  our  obligations  to  them. 

5.  We  hav^  in  Barzillai  an  example  for  aged  persons  to  restrain 
their  desires  after  any  temporal  good.  *.  I  go  to  court !  It  is  time 
for  me  to  think  of  going  to  my  grave.  My  relish  for  diver^ionst 
and  Che  delights  of  a  court,  are  gone  ;  and  my  capacity  for  business 
almost  gone  too.  Let  me  return  home,  to  set  my  house  and  heart 
in  order,  and  prepare  for  my  long  home.'  Let  the  aged  learn  from 
^his  venerable  old:  man,  what  their  disposition  should  be  ;  to  have 
as  little  to  do  with  the  world  as  possible  ;  to  contrsct  their  tusi« 
sine^  4  to  lay  aside  their  earthly  schemes'  Mid  projects  ;  and  be  dead 
to  aU  the  delights  of  sense  ;  to  think  much  of  dying  ;  and  be  daily 
preparing  for  their  last  awful  change. 

6.  Aged  persons  should  not  grudge  young  ones  those  employ- 
ments which  themselves  are  unfit  for,  or  which  are  unsuitable  to 
their  declining  circumstances  in  life.  Let  Chimhaihgo ;  he  is  youngs 
and  fit  for  business;  he  can  reHsh  the  hurry  and  pleasures,  of  a 
court.  It  is  very  unreasonable  for  aged  persons  to  tie  up  those  that 
are  young  to  their  own  necessary  confinement,  or  debar  them  of 
innocent  and  lawfol  amusements  ;  this  is  doing  them  harm,  and  will 
prejudice  youth  against  ail  their  wisest  instructions  and  most  friend- 
ly counsels. 

7.  We  learn  here  the  origin  and  consequences  of  strife.  The 
originis  pride ;  the  bad  consequences  are  violent  passions,  angry  words, 
and  injuries.  The  people  of  Israel  and  Judah,  through  pride  andi 
impatiepce  of  contempt,  quarrelled  about  a  punctilio  \  they  could  not 
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bear  what  seemed  to  be  a  alight.  Only  by  pride  cometh  conienHott^ 
The  men  of  Judah  were  fiercer  than  the  men  of  Israel,  though  hi 
&ct  they  were  to  blame  for  taking  such  steps  without  their  brethren. 
Men.  too  often  supply  in  passion  what  is  wanting  in  reason  and  argu« 
ijpcient.  And  it  may  be  observed,  that  those  whose  words  are  fiercesty 
have  genei^ally  least  truth  and  reason  on  their  side.  But  let  all 
such  angry,  passionate  persons  know,,  that  God  tidces  notice  of  every 
fierce  word  they  speak,  as  he  ^d  of  the  people  of  Judah,  and  is 
highly  displeased  with  it.  Therefore,  to  prevent  all  the  ill  conse- 
quences of  strife,  to  ourselves,  our  brethren,  and  our  religion,  let  us 
rule  our  9furU9j  and  bridle  our  tongues. 


CHAP.    XX. 

tSrvei  an  account  of  Sheba*8  rebellion^  and  htB  destruction  ;  and  of 

David's  great  officers, 

m 

1  AND  there  happened  to  be  there,  at  the  time  the  difference 
JLJl  related  in  the  former  chapter  hi^fienedy  a  man  of  Befialf 
whose  name  [was]  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  a  Benjamite  ;  a 
turbulent^  furious  man^  probably  one  of  Saul's  fandlyj  and  Absa* 
iom^s  captain  ;  and  he  blew  a  trumpet,  and  said,  We  have  no 
part  in  David,  neither  have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse  :• 
every  man  to  his  tents,  O  Israel  ;  let  us  go  from  him^  and  choose 

2  another  king.  So  every  man  of  Israel  went  up  fi"om  after  David, 
[and]  followed  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri  :t  but  the  men  of  JudaK 
clave  uiito  their  king,  firom  Jordan  even  to  Jerusalem,  not  a  num 
ilfthem  f>rsook  him. 

And  David  came  lo  his  house  at  Jerusalem  ;  and  the  kingf 

took  the  ten  Women  [his]  concubines,  whom  he  had  left  to  keep 

the  house,  and  put  them  in  wardjt  ^^^  ^^  them,  but  went  not 

in  unto  them.  So  they  were  shut  up  imto  the  day  of  their  death, 

fiving  In  widowhood. 

*  4      Then  said  the  king  to  Amasa,  Assemble  me  the  men  of  Ju- 

'.  5  dah  within  three  days,  and  be  thou  here  present.||    So  Amasa 

went  to  assemble  [the  men  of]  Judah :  but  he  tarried  longer  than 

the  set  time  Whith  he  had  appointed  him  ;  they  were  backward 

to  fight  his  battles^  though  forward  to  attend  his  retinue^  being  at^ 

6  tached  to  Joab,    And  David  said  to  Abishai,  Joab's  brother^  Now 

shall  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri  do  us  more  harm  than  [did]  Absa* 

•  He  liere  speaks  contenptooosly  of  navid,  and  saidi  If  ikej  have  ten  partt  la  David*  he 
tliem  have  him  altogether. 

t  This  mMt  be  taken  with  runitation  ;  not  all  the  people*  not  Shimel  and  his  men*  hot  the 
'greatest  lort  of  the  people. 

i  He  ordered  them  to  some  place  of  retirement*  as  they  were  not  fit  to  appear  aintMl,  far 
thatwottkt  have  renewed  the  remembrance  of  Atnalom's  wickedness  ;  a  crime  not  to  be  nank- 
ed.  and  which  was  a  reproach  to  David  and  his  house.  lu  this  place  PavLl  shoe  them  Dp  for 
life. 

I  David  took  this  opportunity  to  rid  himself  of  Joab's  insolence.-  91e  thought  the  MOfif 
would  come  to  their  old  general,  who  appeared  to  have  great  luflucncc  among;  them ;  ana  tOOl* 
laaadi  then  ^  oobc  within  three  da)-«  to  receive  orders  |h»in)iiiu« 
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lorn  ?  take  thou  thy  lord's  servantsy  kU  guard  and  sUmding 
Jorcea,  and  pursue  after  hioi)  lest  he  get  him  fenced  cities»  and 
7  escape  us.  And  there  went  out  after  him  Joab's  meU}  Ms  own 
Tfgimtnt^  and  he  hinueif  vfentvfith  them  at  a  volunteer^  and  tho 
Cherethiles,  and  the  Pelethites,  and  all  the  mighty  men  ;  Dcf 
vid  thought  himself  safe  enough  without  them  at  Jerusalem^  having 
the  lave  qfthe  fiettfde  there  :  and  they  went  out  of  Jerusalem,  to 

<8  pursue  after  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri.  When  they  [were]  at 
the  great  stone  which  [is]  in  Gibeon*  a  place  of  rendezvous  for 
thefieople  ofJudah^  Amasa  went  before  them>  as  commander  in 
chief  And  Joab*s  garment  that  he  had  put  on  was  girded  unto 
him,  and  upon  it  a  girdle  [with]  a  sword  fastened  upon  his  loins 

9  in  the  sheath  thereof ;  and  as  he  went  forth  it  feu  out.^  And 
Joab  said  to  Amasa,  [Art]  thou  in  health,  my  brother  ?  And 
Joab  took  Amasa  by  the  beard  with  the  right  luoid  to  kiss  him.f 

10  But  Amasa  took  no  heed  to  the  sword  that  [was]  in  Joab'a 
hand  :  so  he  smote  him  therewith  in  the  fifth  [rib,]  and  shed 
oiit  his  bowels  to  the  ground,  and  struck  him  not  again  ;  and  he 
died.    So  Joab  and  Abishai  his  brother  pursued  after  Sheba 

1 1  the  son  of  Bichri.  And  one  of  Joab*s  men  stood  by  him,  and 
said,  by  command  of  his  mastery  vfho  feared  some  cor^iuMn  ndght 
take  filacer  He  that  &voureth  Joab,  and  he  that  [is]  for  Davids 
[let  him  go]  after  Joab  ;  he  thai  vnndd  have  David  kingy  and 

12  Jod>  generaly  let  MmfoUow  Joab.  And  AmzstiVfas  not  quite  deadf 
but  indlowed  in  his  blood  in  the  midst  of  the  highway*  AdA 
when  the  man  saw  that  all  the  people  stood  still,  he  removed 
Amasa  out  of  the  highway  into  the  field,  and  cast  a  cloth  upon 
him,  when  he  saw  that  every  one  that  came  by  him  stood  still 
at  this  shocking  sight^t  and  were  concerned  to  see  him  so  basely  mur* 

Id  dered.  When  he  was  removed  out  of  the  highway,  all  the  peo* 
pie  went  on  after  Jos^  to  pursue  after  Sheba  the  scm  of  Bichrif 
not  knowing  that  Amasa  was  killed. 

14  And  he,  that  isj  Shebay  went  through  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
unto  Abel,  a  city  in  the  north  qf  Canaany  to  excite  the  fiecfUe  to 
armsy  and  to  Bethmaachah,  and  all  the  Berites,  qf  the  tribe  rf 
Benjandny  his  relations  and  friends  who  were  inflnenced  by  him  : 
and  they  were  gathered  together,  and  went  also  after  him,  after 

15  Joab^  and  the  soldiers  qf  David  followed  him.  And  they  came 
and  besieged  him  in  Abel  of  Bethmaachah,  and  they  cast  up  « 
bank  against  the  city,  and  it  stood  in  the  trench  :  and  all  the 
people  that  [were]  with  Joab  battered  the  wall,  to  throw  it  down. 

16  Then  cried  a  wise  woman  out  of  the  city.  Hear,  hear  ;  say,  X 
pray  you,  unto  Joab,  Come  near  hither,  that  I  may  sptdk  with 
thee  ;  her  sex  and  character  recommended  what  she  said;  and 

17  9he  came  to  make  a  firofiosal  to  the  general  /  And  when  he  was 
come  near  unto  her,  the  woman  sud,  [Art]  thou  Joab  I  And  he 

*  Joab  had  no  wrmoat  en,  bat  girded  hit  nrment  about  him  in  haste,  and  put  his  iword 
>n  a  Urge  tcahbanl.  thit  it  might  easily  fall  put  wbca  he  bowcd,  wh%ih  it  teemed  to  dto  acci* 
dentally,  so  that  there  was  no  sua|iicion« 

t  So  tbecasttiwdolp  (hililay« 
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answered,  I  [am  he.]    Then  she  said  unto  hiin»  Hear  the  words 

18  of  thine  handmaid.  And  he  answered,  I  do  hear.  Then  she 
spake,  saying,  They  were  wont  to  speak  in  old  time,  say- 
ing. They  shall  snrely  ask  [counsel]   at  Abel :  and  so  thef 

19  ended  [the  matter.*]  I  [am  one  of  them  that  are]  peace- 
able [and]  faithful  in  Isneh  peaceable  and  loyai  i  she  speaks  in  the 
name  of  the  city  :  thou  seekest  to  destroy  a  city  and  a  mother  in 
Israel  ;  a  great  city^  v>hich  hath  numy  viliagea  tmder  it,  and  de» 
pendent  upon  itj  here  called  daughters  ;  why  wilt  thou  swallow  up 
the  inheritance  of  the  Lord  ?  this  is  doing  injury  to  the  public. 

ItO  And  Joab  answered  and  said,  Far  be  it,  far  be  it  from  me,  that  I 
should  swallow  up  or  destroy  ;  /  would  not  voluntarily  do  the 

2 1  least  injury.  The  matter  [is]  not  so,  you  have  not  been  rightly  in- 
formed  ;  but  a  man  of  mount  Ephndm,  a  Benjamitcj  but  dvfelHng 
at  mount  Epfrndm^  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri  by  name,  hath  lifted 
up  his  hand  agfdnst  the  king,  [even]  against  David  :  deliver  him 
only,  and  I  will  depart  from  the  city.  And  the  woman  said  unto 
Joab,  Behold,  his  head  shall  be  thrown  to  thee  over  the  wall.t 

S3  Then  the  woman  went  unto  all  the  people  in  her  wisdom,  and 
prudently  treated  with  them.  And  they  cut  off  the  head  of  She- 
ba the  son  of  Bichri,  and  cast  [it]  out  to  Joab.  And  he  blew  a 
trumpet,  and  they  retired  from  the  city,  every  man  to  his  tcnU 
And  Joab  returned  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  king  ;  he  spared  ail 
Sheba*s  confederates^  and  returned  to  inform  the  king  of  his  success, 

23  Now  Joab  [was]  over  all  the  host  of  Israel ;  he  returned  with 
so  much  merit  and  popularity^  and  appeared  to  have  such  interest 
in  the  soldiersy  that  Dtrvid  durst  not  displace  him  :  and  Benaiah 
the  son  of  Jehpiuda  [was]  over  the  Cherethites  and  over  the 

^4  Pelethites  :  And  Adoram  [was]  over  the  tribute  x\  and  Jeho* 
shaphat  the  son  of  Ahilud  [was]  recorder,  or  writer  of  the  Cftron- 

35  ides:  And  Sheva,  [was]  scribe,  or  secretary  ^ state :  and  21a- 
dok  and  Abiathar  [were]  the  priests  :  And  Ira  also  the  Jairite 
was  a  chief  ruler  about  David  ;  he  succeeded  Ahithophd  as  fireS' 
i<fent  ffthe  council, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.    O  E£   the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs.    David  was   na 

O  sooner  restored  to  his  kingdom,  than  fresh  troubles  arose^ 

Vke  clouds  after  tlie  rain.    We  see  it  often  so  in  private  life.    Let 

us  therefore  not  be  confident,  nor  think  our  mountain  stands  so 

*  A*  if  she  had  said* '  Abel  it  a  place  no  renowned  for  wisdom,  that*  if  differences  araee* 
the  parties  came  there  and  left  it  to  their  arbitration,  and  abided  by  it  as  an  oracle  ?'  or,  as  ia 
the  margin,  they ^ptainiy  s^kcin  the  keginning*  iaying.  Surely  theywiU ask  9fAM,andi» 
makf  an  end  i  intinvicing  that  loiib  should  have  asked  why  thejr  admitted  Sheba,  and  gentij 
reminds  him  of  the  law  of  God  to  orojwse  capitulation,  Deut.  xx.  lo.  Whereas  Joab  in  the 
lleight  of  his  r^ge  determined  to  take  it  by  siorm,  without  sending  conditions  of  peace. 

t  Thb  woman  knew  the  mind  of  the  citizens,  and  thought,  as  they  were  loyal,  they 
would  be  glad  to  save  themselves  from  this  danger.  They  could  not  hinder  Sheba  from  gettinc 
into  the  ctty,  but  they  coald  choose  whether  they  would  harbour  him  diere. 

f  AdonuD  was  treasurer,  or  over  the  tributes  toward  bkikling  the  temple.  He  was  now 
▼cry  young,  andcontinued  all  David's  andSokunoo'ttiiBt:  botttltBctliltt  waltUinby  samf 
ffbctliogi  ItneUMt.   &  Xiat^i  sOi.  i8.  *  #     -r 
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Strong  that  it  may  not  soon  be  moved.  We  should  habituate  our- 
selves to  self  denial)  mortificatian^  and  deadness  to  the  world,  and  fix 
our  thoughts  and  hopes  on  a  better.  Set  your  affections  on  things 
above ^  where  Christ  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Then  you  will 
be  better  able  to  bear  the  changes  of  life)  and  be  more  llkel/  to 
improve  them. 

2.  ,We  here  see  the  truth  of  Solomon's  remark)  that  the  begirt' 
^ung  of  strife  is  as  when  one  letteth  out  footer.  It  was  a  little  difference 
at  first  between  Judah  and  Israel)  who  should  bring  home  the  king ; 
but  they  perverted  one  another's  words  and  deugns  ;  and  their  tri* 
lling  quarrel  became  big  with  great  consequences.  Had  each  side 
yielded  a  little)  ail  had  been  prevented.  Yielding  fiacifieth  great  of" 
[fences, 

^  3.  What  a  dangerous  thing  is  an  ambitious  spirit.  Joab  again^ 
to  gratify  his  pride)  killed  his  rival ;  he  could  not  bear  disappoint- 
ment. This  was  the  greatest  treachery)  especially  as  it  was  in  a  crit- 
ical season.  But  when  pride  reignS)  reason  and  conscience)  justice 
And  humanity)  are  all  suppressed  and  silenced.  Happy,  those  in 
private  lifC)  who  h^ve  not  such  temptations  to  pride  and  ambition  ; 
and  espedally  happy  are  those  of  humble  and  contented  minds. 

4.  We  may  infer)  that  one  way  for  contention  to  ceasC)  iS)  for 
the  differing  parties  to  explain  themselves.  Most  disputes  are  con- 
tinued and  grow  warm)  for  want  of  knowing  what  is  i&sputed.  Joab 
thought  the  citizens  of  Abel  were  all  treacherous  meU)  and  in  the 
heat  of  passion  determined  to  destroy  them  with  ShebS)  for  his  of- 
fence ;  but  this  wise  woman  cleared  up  the  matter)  and  put  an  end 
to  the  rebellion.  When  people  are  prejudiced  against  those 
they  differ  with)  they  will  not  hear  what  they  have  to  say)  or  ^ ven 
condescend  so  far  as  to  explain  themselves.  But  contentions  in  pri^- 
vate  lifC)  and  differences  among  relatioQS)  and  even  neighbours)  are 
so  shameful  and  injurious)  that  every  wise  man  i^ould  be  willing  to 
hearken  to  every  thing  that  is  likely  ^  heal  the  breach)  and  promote 
accommodation.  Stujdy  those  things  that  wake  Jor peace.  Follow  fieace 
with  all  menj  and  haUness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Jjotd. 
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The  Gibeoniies  are  avenged  ;  the  Philistine  giant  slain  ;  and  the 
bones  of  StttU  and  Jonathan  are  buried. 

\  'TH  HEN  there  was  a  famine  in  the  days  of  David  three 

JL    years,  year  after  year  ;•  which  they  thought  at  first  was  a 

tommon  calamity  j  but  when  it  continued  so  long^  they  thought  it  woo 

judicialj  and  in  consequence  of  some  extraordinary  sin  i  and  Da- 


mx»ugh  the  effects  erf*  it  withoot  biterrapUng  the  mmcive,  and  dim  meotiom  eeireral  imtwil 
cvfnaotfofdMordtroCtiaei  TUUic<iniWsif<dfcyo<MiH!Wrfiis^a»  m'jtkth^fULh 
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Tid  inquired  td  the  Lojud.  And  the  Lord  anstt^eted,  [It  UCJ 
for  Saul>  and  for  [bis]  bloody  house^  beciause  he  slew  the  Gib^. 

d  etmites.*  And  the  king  called  the  Gibeonites^t  and  said  unto 
themy  (now  the  Gibeonites  [were]  not  of  the  children  of  Israel^ 
but  of  the  remnant  of  the  Amorites  ;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
had  sworn  unto  theiuy  Joshua  ix.  15.  and  Saul  sought  to  slaj 
them^  in  his  seal  to  the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah  ;  he  sought 
how  he  might  do  it  with  wme  colour  of  law  and  justice  :\) 

$  Wherefore  David  said  unto  the  Gibeonites,  What  shall  I  do 
for  you  I  and  wherewith  shall  I  make  the  atonement}  that  ye 
may  bless  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord  ?  He  inquired  what 
satisfaction  he  should  make  them  for  the  injury^  that  they  might 

4  pray  for  the  people^  and  that  God  might  forgive  their  sin.  And 
the  Gibeonites  said  unto  him.  We  will  have  no  silver  nor  goltf 
of  Saul,  nor  of  his  house  ;  neither  for  us  shalt  thou  kill  any 
man  in  Israel,  except  those  tffterwards  mentioned.    And  he  said, 

9  What  ye  shall  say,  [that]  will  I  do  for  you.  And  they  answered 
the  king,  The  man  that  consumed  us,  and  that  devised  against 
us  [that]  we  should  be  destroyed  from  remaining  in  any  of  the 

6  coasts  of  Israel,  Let  seven  men  of  his  sons  be  delivered  uoto 
us,  and  we  will  hang  them  up  unto  the  Lord  in  Gibeah  of  Saul, 
^here  Saul  lived  btfore andc\fter  he  was  king^  to  make  their  pun» 
ishment  more  shameful  and  remarkable^  [whom]  the  Loan  did 
choose,  and  therefore  his  guilt  was  the  more  aggravated.  And 
the  kmg  said,  I  Will  give  [them,]  that  others  may  learn  to  keep 

t  Ood*s  covenant  J  and  not  oppress  strangers.  But  the  king  sfMtred 
Mephibosheth,  the  son  of  Jonathan  Uie  son  of  Saul,  because  of 
the  Lord's  oath  that  [was]  between  th^m,  between  David  and 
Jonathan  the  son  of  Siftul ;  lest  he  should  incur  the  same  punish- 

%  ment  as  Saul  had  done.  But  the  king  took  the  two  isons  of  Riz- 
pah  the  daughter  of  Aiah,  whom  she  bare  unto  Saul,  Armoni 
and  Mephibosheth  ;  and  the  five  sons  of  MichalU  the  daughter 
of  Saul,  whom  i^  Imiught  up  for  Adrid  the  son  of  Barzillai 

9  the  Mehidathite  :  And  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  jthe 

*  We  ktire  M  acooont  oF  t!iil  event  la  Ae  history  of  SmI  s  some  tbink  it  wts  when  ths 
fricstt  were  tlatn  at  Nob  ;  fant  the  tiine  is  uncertaiii.  It  n  probable  he  wat  directed  to  giw 
the  Oibconitci  rach  aadafo^tion  as  they  reqiuf  ed. 

t  Hiey  ttvad  in  dieir  own  ilUf,  andl  were  faewen  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water* 

I  Saul  pittended  that  it  was  neither  profitaUe,  hooottraUe,  nor  safe  lor  dod's  peo^  to 
•oSer  any  of  thoso  aocnrsed  nations  to  be  tnoorporated  with  than,  and  enjoy  the  tame  cbmdi 
privileges  as  they  did.  The  Gibeonites  had  one  city  in  Jndah.  and  thvc^tn  Benjamin  :  Sanl 
wanted  to  have  thelt  land*  andacoordini^y  destroyed  sonic  of  them  and  banished  the  rest»  and 
gave  their  poesessions  to  his  childreni  grand  ohildrenf  and  Uosnen,  i  Sam.  xxii.  7.  His 
descendants  and  relations  were  instruments  In  this  excoation#  and  therefore  it  is  called  his 
iMf  htust  I  and  they  atin  possessed  their  Unds. 

I  Or  raider  Merab's  flv«  aona,  the  sister  of  ItichnL  who  was  to  have  been  nnvid's  wife. 
She  died  while  thev  were  jcpnz,  and  Michalt  having  no  childrenf  brought  them  op.  Such 
were  oonmiDnly  oalled  their  children  among  die  andentB.  Oavid  has  been  charved  with  con- 
triving the  deathof  tliese  sons,  becaose  they  would  be  the  reviving  of  Sanl's  famiiy  in  his  king. 
4Mn.  But  tbere  is  no  ground  fbr  this.  It  was  ylalnW  the  will  of  God*  who  ordered  they 
ahoold  hang  so  loim ;  which  wm  oontrary  to  the  umw  of  taking  down  executed  eriminah  tiefbre 
«Jhs0Mnh«.  Ana  God'is  sending  rain  was  a  pfaunpsopf  that  he  was  not  displeased.  If  David 
was  the  vtlbdB*  which  ChM  and  others  think>  vrhj  did  he  spare  Mephibosbm  and  his  Mhitv..^ 
It  was  evident  those  persons  had  a  hand  in  the  Gibeonites'  murder,  being  of  Sanl's  bloody 
Voose  }  and  tlse  Israehtcs  migiit  be  justly  punished  with  famine  for  joining  in  the  &mnjkr.  sf 
wwtffvoiiRgiu  a9Uwtlwcttua6ier«CII»vidiicl6wfrMBaUiisp(c|oa. 
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GibeoniteSf  adid  they  hanged  them  in  the  hill  before  the  Leno  | 
and  they  fell  [all]  seven  together,  and  were  put  to  death  in  the 
days  of  harvest^  in  the  first  [days>]  in  the  beginning  of  barley 
harvest. 

10  And  Rizpah  the  daughter  of  Aiah  took  sackcloth,  anS 
spread  it  for  her  upon  the  rock,  from  the  beginning  of  har- 
vest until  wtiter  drooped  upon  tliera  out  of  heaven,  and  suffered 
neither  the  birds  of  the  air  to  rest  on  them  by  day,  nor  the  beasts 

1 1  of  the  field  by  night.*  And  it  was  told  David  what  Rizpah  the 
daughter  of  Aiah,  the  concubine  of  Saul,  had  done  ;  which  waw 
a   tacit  rcfiroqfjor  his  not  taking  care  of  the  hones  of  Saul  and 

1 3 .  Jonathan.  And  David  went  and  took  the  bones  of  Saul  and 
the  bones  of  Jonathan  his  son  from  the  men  of  Jabeshgilead^ 
\irhich  had  stolen  them  from  the  street  of  Bethsban,  where  the 
Philistines  had  hanged  them,  when  the  Philistines  had  slain  Saul 

13  in  Gilboa :  And  he  brought  up  from  thence  the  bones  of  Saul 
and  the  bones  of  Jonathan  his  son ;  and  they  gathered  the  bones 

14  of  them  that  were  hanged.  And  the  bones  of  Saul  and  Jona^ 
than  his  son  buried  they  in  the  country  of  Benjamin  in  Zelah» 
in  the  sepulchre  of  Kish  his  father :  and  they  performed  all 
that  the  king  commanded.  And  after  that  God  was  intreated 
for  the  land,  his  disfiifasure  was  turned  away,     8ee>>Psa^  Ixv. 

15  Moreover  the  Philistines  had  yet  war  again  with  Israel ;  and 
David  went  down,  and  his  servants  with  him,  and  fought  against 
the  Philistines  ;  and  David  waxed  faint  with  the  comhaty  the  Phi'* 
Us  tine  giant  taking  him  at  a  disadvantage^and  being  stronger  than  htm 

16  And  Ishblbenob,  which  {was]  of  the  sons  of  the  giant,  the 
weight  of  whose  spear  [weighed]  three  hundred  [shekels]  of 
brass  in  weight,  Ins  sfieor^s  head  being  about  twelve  fioundsy  he 
being  girded  with  a  new  [sword,t]  thought  to  have  slain  David. 

17  But  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  succoured  him,  and  smote  the 
Philistine,  and  killed  him.  Then  the  men  of  David  sware  unto 
him,  saying.  Thou  shalt  go  no  more  out  with  us  to  battle,  that 
thou  quench  not  the  light  of  Israel ;  thou  art  our  grade  and  glory f 

18  and  makest  us  great  and  illustrious.  And  it  came  to  pass  after 
this,  that  there  was  again  a  battle  with  the  Philistines  at  Gob  : 
then  Sibbechai  the  Hushathite  slew  Saph,  which  [was]  of  the 

19  sons  of  the  giant.  And  there  was  again  a  battle  in  Gob  with 
the  Philistines,  where  Elhanan  the  son  of  Jaareoregem  a  Beth* 
lehemite,  slew  [the  brother  of]  Goliath  the  Gittite,  the  sttiT  of 

30  whose  spear  [was]  like  a  weaver^s  beam.  And  there  was  yet  a 
battle  in  Gath,  where  was  a  man  of  [great]  stature,  that  had  on 
every  hand  six  fingers,  and  on  every  foot  six  toes,  four  and 

m  twenty  in  number  ;  and  he  also  was  bom  to  the  giant.  And 
when  he  defied  Israel,  Jonathan  the  son  of  Shimea  the  brother 


,    t  Or  rmther*  vfith  a  ii«w  girdli  f  beiiiK  advanced  Co  Mme  MW  Butitli7  pott^  he  wild^ 
iir«u  of  tke  boooor  tS  ^jhg  Uie  braditw'  kiofi* 


198  II.  SAMUEL.    XXI. 

32  of  David  slew  him.  These  four  were  bom  to  the  ^nat  im 
Gath,  and  fell  by  the  hand  of  David,  and  by  the  hand  of  his 
servants  ;  JDavid*s  brave  men  aoon  overcame  thenif  though  they 
were  so  much  larger  and  stronger. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TXTHEN  calamities  come  upon  us,  it  is  good  toingtdreof 
V  V  ^he  L6rd  ;  to  pray  to  him  that  he  would  show  us  the 
meaning  and  intention  of  such  dispensations,  lest  the  great  end  of 
Providence  should  be  defeated,  our  improvement  prevented,  and  we 
be  exposed  to  heavier  woes.  Thus  Job  prayed,  Show  me  wherefore 
thou  contendeat  with  Tne, 

2.  We  here  see  God's  regard  to  public  ordinances,  and  his  jus- 
tice in  punishing  perjury.  The  original  treaty  was  gained  bjr 
fraud  ;  but  as  it  was  solemnly  sworn  to  before  God,  he  punished 
the  breach  of  it ;  and  where  murder  is  added  to  perjury,  it  is  pecu- 
liarly  abominable  in  his  sight.  Those  who  thus  profane  his  name, 
imd  violate  the  most  solemn  engagements,  shall  not  be  held  giuhless; 
peculiar  marks  of  divine  displeasure  shall  be  inflicted  upon  them. 
An  inhabitant  of  Sion  is  faithful  to  hb  engagement ;  though  he 
swears  to  his  own  hurt,  he  changeth  not. 

3.  What  is  gotten  by  oppression  and  treachery  does  men  no 
^ood,  but,  on  the  contrary,  often  brings  evil  on  them  and  their  pos- 
terity. The  Israelites  were  glad  to  have  the  Gibeonites'  land,  and 
joined  in  the  king's  wicked  designs.  But  famine  overtook  them 
there,  and  they  smarted  for  their  illgotten  possession.  God  will 
take  the  part  of  those  who  are  oppressed,  if  restitution  is  not  made. 
His  vengeance  will  light  upon  those  who  enjoy  what  is  wrongfully 
taken  from  others.  Men's  dishonest  gsdns  hurt  their  children,  and 
bring  ruin  on  their  posterity.  God  hears  the  cry  of  the  oppressed. 
But  faithful  and  honest  men  enjoy  what  they  have  vnth  comfort 
77ie  just  man  walketh  in  his  integrity^  and  fd^  children  are  blessed 
qfter  him. 

4.  See  the  folly  of  strong  men  boasting  in  their  strength.  These 
men  of  great  bulk  and  stature  were  overcome  by  men  of  the  com- 
mon size.  They  were  an  easier  mark,  and  would  soonest  fidl.  To 
glory  in  strength  of  body,  is  the  glory  of  a  horse  or  an  ox.  The 
glory  of  a  man  is  wisdom,  piety,  righteousness,  and  selfgovernment : 
if  we  are  girded  with  these,  they  will  be  our  ornament  and  strength, 
and  we  shall  be  more  than  conquerors  over  our  spiritual  enemiesj  through 
him  that  loved  us. 
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CHAP.    XXII. 

7%i«  HtHU  firobably  otfir^t  only  a  form  offirtvate  devotion^  which  jD<i- 
vid  U9€d  after  his  victory  and  success  ;  it  was  afterwards  published 
(see  the  eighteenth  fiseUm  throughout)  to  disperse  more  lively  grati-^ 
tude  and  true  religion  through  his  dominions, 

L  y%  N  D  David  spake  unto  the  Lobd  the  words  of  this  song  in 
JlTL  the  day  [that]  the  Lord  had  delivered  him  out  of  the  hand 

3  of  all  his  enemies,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul :  And  he  said^ 
The  Lord  [is]  my  rock,  and  my  fortress  and  my  deliverer ; 

8  The  God  of  my  rode ;  in  him  will  I  trust :  [he  is]  my  shield, 
and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  my  high  tower,  and  my  refuge^ 
my  saviour  ;  thou  savest  me  from  violence.  By  all  these  beau- 
tiful  metaphors  David  expresses  his  firm  dependence  uptm  God^ 

4  and  his  entire  confidence  in  him,  I  will  call  on  the  Lord,  [who 
is]  worthy  to  be  praised :  so  shall  I  be  saved  from  mine  ene- 

5  mies.    When  the  waves  of  death  compassed  me,  the  floods  of 

6  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid  ;  The  sorrows  of  hell  compassed 
me  about ;  the  snares  of  death  prevented  me  ;  /  was  like  a  man 
sinkings  and  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  ;  deadly  snares  and  dangers 
surrounded  me  ;  nevertheless  I  did  not  despair^  but  hoped  in  God^ 

7  and  prayed  to  him  ;  In  my  disti^ess  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and 
cried  to  my  God  ;  and  he  did  hear  my  voice  out  of  his  temple, 

8  and  my  cry  [did  enter]  into  his  ears.  Then  the  earth  shook  and 
trembled  ;  the  foundations  of  heaven  movtfd  and  shook,  because 

9  he  was  wroth.  There  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nostrils,  and 
fire  out  of  his  mouth  devoured  :  coals  were  kindled  by  it ;  his 
hand  was  as  remarkably  apparent^  as  if  he  had  actually  destroyed 

10  his  enemies  by  tempests^  thunder  and  lightning.  He  bowed  the 
heavens  also,  and  came  down  ;  and  darkness  [was]  under  his 

1 1  feet.  And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly  :  and  he  was  seen 
upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  corning  ^th  speed  and  swiftness  to 

\2  my  relief.    And  he  made  darkness  pavilions  round  about  him, 

13  dark  waters,  [and]  thick  clouds  of  the  skies.    Through  the 

14  brightness  before  him  were  coals  of  fire  kindled.  The  Lord 
thundered  from  heaven,  and  the  most  High  uttered  his  voice. 

15  And  he  sent  out  arrows,  and  scattered  them;  lightning,  and 
discomfited  them  ;  aU  my  enemies  were  immediately  confounded^ 

16  (tnd  turned  their  backs.  And  the  channels  of  the  ses^  appeared, 
the  foundations  of  the  world  were  discovered,  at  the  rebuking  of 

17  the  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  his  nostrils.    He  sent 

18  from  above,  he  took  me ;  he  drew  me  out  of  many  waters  ;  He 
delivered  me  from  my  strong  enemy  [and]  from  them  that  hated 
me  ;  from  Goliath  and  the  Philistines  :  for  they  were  too  strong 

19  for  me.    They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity  ;  .^A;- 
^0  thophei  did  so  by  surprise :  but  the  Lord  was  my  play.     Me 

brought  me  forth  also  into  a  large  place,  a  state  of  security  and 
liberty  :  he  delivered  roe,  because  he  delighted  in  me  ;  God  de* 
Ughtid  to  make  Aim  kingy  and  therefore  curried  him  through  atl 
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SI  danger$  to  the  crovmi    The  Lord  rewarded  me  acconUn^  t<» 
1117  rig^hteouaness :  according  to  the  cleannesB  of  my  hands  hatb 

82  he  recompensed  me.  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  LoKOt 
and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God.  He  here  dr- 
9cribe8  hit  own  integrity  ;  that  he  intended  no  injury  to  Saul^  n^ 
vfrong  to  thote  who  rebeUed^again»t  him^  and  took  no  unlan^ut 

93  towTBe  to  /trewrve  himseif.  For  all  his  judgments  [were]  befiirr 
me :  and  [as  for]  his  statutes^  I  did  not  depart  from  them  ;  T 

$4  studied  God*9  law  as  my  r%de.  I  was  also  upright  before  him^ 
and  have  kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity  ;  eBfucially  from  die* 
•troying  Sauij  to  which  I  was  (^en  temfitedj  and  with  which  I  have 

%S  bden  charged.  Therefore  the  Lord  hath  recompensed  me  at* 
cording  to  my  righteousness}  hath/bvoured  my  righteous  cause  g 

96  according  to  my  cleanness  in  his  eye  sight.  With  the  merciful 
thou  wilt  show  thyself  mercifu},  [and]  with  the  upright  noan 

%7  thou  wilt  show  thyself  upright  With  the  pure^  thou  wilt  show 
thyself  pure^  thou  wilt  be  faithful  to  faithful  souls  i  and  with  the 

88  froward  thou  wilt  show  thyself  unsavoury.  And  the  afBicted 
people  thou  wilt  save  :  but  thine  eyes  [are]  upon  the  haughtys 
[that]  thou  mayest  bring  [them]  down  ;  <ross  their  designs^  and 

89  testify  thine  abhorrence  of  their  firactices.  For  thou  [art]  m/ 
lamp,  O  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  irill  lighten  my  darkness,  restore 
me  to  ftros/ierityf  and  advance  me  to  royal  dtgrntyy  though  nowfioa^ 

SO  and  mean.  For  by  thee  I  have  run  through  a  troop  of  armed 
men  :  by  my  God  have  I  leaped  over  a  wall,  scaled  the  cities  and 

^l  destroyed  the  fortifications  of  my  enemies.  [As  for]  God,  his  way 
[is]  perfect ;  his  ways  and  methods  of  providence^  though  seenu 
ingly  fierplexed  and  darky  are  perfectly  just^  and  will  appear  so  ai 
last ;  the  word  of  the  Lord  [is]  tried :  he  [is]  a  buckler  to  all 
them  that  trust  in  h\m^  good  men  have  always  found  him  faithful. 
Then^  to  illustrate  this  in  his  own  case^  he  breaks  out  into  the  most 

32  thankful  adoration  :  For  who  [is]  God,  save  the  Lord  ?  none  tf 
the  idols  of  the  heathen  are  gods  :  and  who  [is]  a  rock,  save  out 
God  ?  none  can  defend  his  enemies^  none  can  injure  his  friends. 

i33  God  [is]  my  strength  [and]  power :  and  he  maketh  my  way 

d4  perfect,  fhat  i<,  plain^  and  removes  all  my  difficulties.  He  maketh 
my  feet  like  hinds'  t^ce^O  '^  pursue  my  enemies  swiftly  and  sue* 
cessfidly :  and  setteth  me  upon  my  high  placesi  defends  me 

35  against  their  attacks.  He  teacheth  my  bands  to  war  ;  so  that  a 
bow  of  steel- is  broken  by  mine  arms  ;  my  strength  and  dexterity 

36  arefinn  God.  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  shield  of  thy  salva* 
tion :  and  thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great ;  pardoned  my  sin^ 

37  advanced  me  to  this  high  station^  and  secured  me  in  it.    Thou  halt 

38  enlarged  my  steps  under  me ;  so  that  my  feet  did  not  slip.  I 
have  pursued  mine  enemies,  and  destroyed  them ;  and  turned 
not  again  until  I  had  consumed  them  ;  particularly  rtferring  to 

«   Absalom*s  and  Sheba*s  rebellion^  which  were  so  speedily  and  effectin 

3d  ally  crushed.    And  I  have  consumed  them,  add  wounded  tbeniy 

that  they  could  not  arise :  yea,  they  are  fiillen  under  my  feet 

4IS>  For  tkoa  hast  girded  me  with  atrengtb  to  battle  1  them  that  rest 
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«41  Up  against  me  bast  thou  sttWued  under  me.  Thou  hast  also 
given  me  the  necks  of  nune  enemieSf  that  I  might  destroy  them 

42  that  hate  me.    They  looked^  but  [there  was]  none  to  save; 

43  [even]  unto  the  Ixmot  but  he  answered  thqjm  not.  Then  did  I 
beat  them  as  small  as  the  dust  of  the  earth,  I  did  stamp  them 

44  as  the  mire  of  the  street,  [and]  did  spread  them  abroad.  Thou 
also  hast  delivered  me  &om  the  strivings  of  my  people,  touted 
Itmel  and  Judah  under  me,  thou  hast  kept  me  [to  be]  head  of  the 
heathen  i  a  people  [which]  I  knew  not  shall  serve  TtM\  he  had 
eubdued  neighbouring  nations^  and  extended  his  conquests  to  king* 

45  Menu  remote  and  before  unknown.  Strangers  shall  submit  them- 
selves unto  me :  as  soon  as  they  hear  tiie  fame  of  my  victorious 

46  itrj?M  they  shall  be  obedient  unto  me.  Strangers  sliall  &de  away* 
and  they  shall  be  afraid  out  of  their  close  places  ;  they  shall  he 
struck  Vfitk  fiamc^  andy  distrusting  their  forces  and  strong  holdSf 
shall  willingly  become  tributary  to  him,     2'hus  he  encourages  him* 

47  self  to  hofic  for  future  favours.  The  Lord  liveth  j  and  blessed 
[be]  my  rock  ;  and  exalted  be  the  God  of  the  rock  of  my  salva- 
tion :  iiocribiHg  ail  to  the  /tower  and  goodness  cf  God  ;  and  then 

48  sums  up.  the  whole  by  sayings  It  [is]  God  that  avengeth  me  of  all 
my  eneiTttesy   and  that  bringeth  down   the  people  under  me, 

49  maketh  all  Israel  to  submit  to  tne.  And  that  bringeth  me  forth 
from  mine  enemies :  thou  also  hast  lifted  me  up  on  high  above 
them  that  rose  up  against  me.:  tbpu  hast  delivered  me  from  the 
violent  man, /rom  the  Philistines^  and  my  own  subjects,  and  Saul, 

50  Therefore  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the 
heathe;i,  and  I  will  sing  Raises  unto  thy  name ;  /  will  publish 
this  song  for  the  benefit  of  all  my  subjects^  and  to  lead  them  to  the 

5 1  knowledge  if  God,  [He  is]  tlie  tower  of  salvation  for  his  kmg  : 
and  showeth  mercy  to  hisanomted,  unto  David,  and  to  his  seed 
for  evermore  i  I  hope  and  believe  that  God  will  extend  his  favour 
to  my. posterity.  Here  seems  to  be  a  remote  reference  to  the  Mes* 
siahf  to  whom  thej^ieth  verse  is  apfiUedj  Mom;  xv.  9. 

REFLECTIONS. 

U  '^T^HE  general  use  of  tlus^  chapter  is  to  excite  ns  to  gratitude 
JL  and  praise  for  divine  tterctesy  especially  extraordkivry  in- 
terpositions of  IVonddence .  in  our  &vour.  New  mercies-  are  every 
day  rising,  and  call  for  new  songs.  Let  us  praise  God  ki'  our  secret 
devotions,  and  show  forth  his  pndses.  btfore  others.  We  shoidd 
not  be  ashamed  to.own  our  obbgations  to  him,  and  to  express  our 
gratitude  for  his  mercy.  We  should  take  notice  of  the  greatneu 
and  seasonfiblenesB  of  our  deliverances,  and  trace  the  hand  of  Provi* 
dence  in  them,  to  make  our  gratitude  lively  and  acceptable. 

2.  If  we  desire  the  continued  favour  and  interposition  of  heaven^ 
kt  us  follow  after  righteoosaess.  David  was  rewarded  according 
to  it.  This  is  a  general  maxim  in  divine  proceedings.  The  righte* 
CMS  Lord  iaveth  righteousness,  lllth  thp  merciful  thou  wilt  shorw  thy^ 
self  merciful^  and  with  the  upright  man^thtm  wilt  show  thyseff  ttfirighif 

Vol.  IIL  Bb 
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"T.  36.  Thus  we  sMl  pmj  with  kiilAile  hope  asid  confidence.  Sim 
tnore  we  are  like  God,  the  more  fully  we  may  be  assured  of  hb 
-ferourable  re^rds. 

'  d.  Let  us  learn  to  trust  God  in  ftiture  difficulties,  and  rejoice  in 
fiira  as  an  everlasting  and  unchangeable  God.  ne  Lord  itveth  / 
end  bleared  he  nry  rock  /  and  exalttd  be  the  God  ^fthe  rock  of  my  9aU 
vation.  This  is  language'  wen  becoming  christians ;  and  should  be 
their  ]oy  In  erery  succeeding  age.  Whatever  dangers  or  troubles 
mre  before  us^  he  is  still  the  same  j  therefore  let  him  be  trusted  in, 
md  exdted. 

4.'  Ijet  us  especiaHy  rejcMce  to  think  thsit  our  deliverance  is  peN 
fected  in  Christ.  He  hath  raised  us  from  the  greatest  ti^oubley  the 
«orfO%^  of  death)  the  snares  of  hell ;  as  the  Captain  6f  our  salvation^ 
lie  is  gone  before  US|  and  will  give  us  the  victory  t/wtt  our  spiritual 
enemies.  If  we  fight  under  his  bonneri  and  depend  on  his  grace, 
he  will  deliver  us  now ;  and  at  length  bestow  com^dete  and  ever- 
lasdng  salvation  upon  us. 


as 


ga 


CHAP.  xxm. 

■  * 

An  account  of  the  hut  words  ofDettfid^  which  were  delivered  by  the 
ifiirit  ofpTotihtCy  ;  a  catalogue  qf  David's  worthies^  and  the  ex* 
ptdts  ^fsome  of  the  most  eminent  of  them, 

1  ^VT  O  W  these  [be]  the  last  words  of  David.*"    Daiid  "^e  son 

*  o.^   of  Jesse  said)  send  the  man  [who  was]  raised  up  on  higby 
e»i/<e«rf«6<ibitj'i^i»7iar^imtir  the  anointed  of  the  God  <^JFacbb» 

id  and  the ^ sweet  psalmist  of  Israd^t  snd.  The  Spirit^  ^elioao 

'     spsjie  by  ntC)  and  Ms  word  [was]  in  my  tofeigue*    He  here  cele* 

'     Arates  the  wuthor  of  Ms  inspirationj  Jehovah^  the  Chd -ji^  Isnel  i 

and  takes .  notiee  of  Ms  ftoweifui  imftidse.    JH  ^^fkthwir^  verse 

we  have  the  firofthecy  itself  wMch  rtfers  to  the  Messiah^  Ms  sfdrit* 

ual  kingdom^  and  hisjinai  triwrtftk  erotr  ike  enemies  qfit.    After 

this  magnificent  introductiony  he  breaks  out  into  a  kind  qftransfiorC 

'^  V»Jf  mn4txfiectmtim%  at  the  firosfiicf  be/ore  Mm.    The  ''Qod  of 

ismlsaid^  the  Rock  of  Iseael  ifrake  to  me«  Hetkat  roletil  over 

:    me»  [miiSi  be}  just),  ruling  in  the  feRl^  of  God  r  oT)  Mt/jAe^ 

ka^rende^efi^  ThejuH  me  rnling^mer  men^  hemieth in,thefaat^ 

lA  Godt    And  [he  shaft  !bf].€isthe  li^ht  of  the  aHomingT  [wiieol 

\  /the  suDt  risetht  [even]  a  morai^g  without  doods  ;  [as]  ih%  ten^ 

*  dep  ^/TBai^  [springing]  Qut  of  tke«arth  by  dearalriiiiiigt aftsr  miiw 
-.    Mere  hfi  dfpcribes  the  giaritm  i^ects  ^fMs  daamim  /  %A«  awl 

,.  *  TlioJaat\Tord«  of  eminent  satncs  aod  heroes  deserve  partladnr  notice:  Wt  ^seaiv 
|lKhrt?*rly  vdfthy  of  attenrlon ,  «s  the>  ate  Inti^ocfocM  hi  so  magnl^ent  and  awful  a'aiaoncr, 
luqiediaiHY  |>ef9r,e  Mb  death,  whon  the  vtophetici^iclt  wmtoaug  tijMo bka,  m Itwmmfbk 
IQqscs  and  Jacob  in  like  circumstances. 

t  This  title  peculiarly  belonged  to  David,  as  he  vrgs  the  author  of  most  of  th«'pta)«is.  « 
0impot«r  of  the  sttok,  and  inrescribed  to  the  peHbnners  tbefr  se  vend parb.    He  investdd  tll« 
ingtmrniMiTi  ibai  aocoaipsiAied  thcnvt  aiM|  bore  hiutieU'^  f^i^  In  tfyrpyfynBitfTi 
■  *    *     .     - '   k   '    ■ 
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knvaHedgc  $haU  efirtad  abroad  over  the*eatth^  and  that  consoioHon 
cndfleacCf  which  deliverance  from  the  dominion  qfnn  and  death 

5  ahall  produce J*^ «  Although  mj  house  [be]  not  so  with  God  ;  yet 
he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant  i  although  the 
fire9ent  situation  qf  myie^andjiimily^  and  the  pe^^  of  GodyJitUs 
MO  much  short  qfthis  glorious  character^  yet  such  a  time  will  come 
according  to  God*s  covenanty  which  is  ordered  in  all  [thiogml  and 
sure  ;  which  is  laid  in  order^  as  the  word.  signiJieSf  and  well  e:$* 
presses  the  gradual  display  qf  that  promise  in  sfueesstve  revelo'* 
tions  qfitj  mdthe  orderly  disposition  qfthe  several  events  precede 
ing  and  Preparotory  to  the  Jinal  completion  <f  it  ;  and  this  he  rem 
joked  irif  sayings  &r  [this  is]  all  my  salvation,  and  all  [my] 

•  desire  ;  although  he  make  lit']  not  grow.f  But  [the  sons]  of 
Belial  [shall  be]  all  of  them  as  thorns  thrust  away,  because  th^ 
cannot  be  taken  with  hands  ;  they  shall  be  Hke  thorns  or  briers^ 
too  roughs  too  strong  to  be  touched  with  a  common  hand^  that  is^ 
they  shall  not  be  overtaken  with  a  Ught  and  ord&nqry  vengeance  \ 

7  But  the  man  that  shaU  touch  them  niunt^bo£Biicodvithi9ei>  and 

•  the  staff  of  a  spear  \  Christy  the  Messiah  and  prince^  who  shall 
come  to  execute  vengeance  upon  thsm^  shall  be  armed  with  the 
instruments  i^f  destruction^  and  they  shall  be  utterly  burned  with 
fire  in  the  [same]  place  ;  he  shall  entirely  consume  them4 

t  These  [be]'the  names  of  the  mighty  men  whom  David  had  ; 
the  Tachmonite  that  sat  in  the  seat  at  the  council  qfwar^  chief 
ampng  the  abstains,  the  lieutenant  general  s  the  same  [was] 
Adino  the  Exnite  $  [he  lifted  up  his  spear]  against  e^t  hunt 

9  dredy  whom  he  slew  at  one  time.||  And  after  hiffi  [waa]  £lea« 
^ar  the  son  of  Dodo  the  Ahohitet  [one]  of  the  three  mighty  men 
with  Davidi  when  they  defied  the  Philistines  [that]  wore  there 
gathered  together  to  battle^  and  the  men  of  Israel  wcr»  gone 

10  away  :  He  ^rose^  and  smote  the  Philistines  until  bis  hand  was 
weary^  and  his  band  dare  imto  the  sword*  by  rtmso»  ^blood 
which  clotted  Ms  hand  t  imd  the  lioan  wrought  a  gmat  victory 
that  day  ;  and  the  people  returned  after  him  only  to  ipoil :  thet^ 
that  werejled  (v^  9.)  returned^  qfier  he  had  done  slaying-  the  fhi-. 

1 1  Ustines^  not  to  Jight^  but  onfy  io .  take  the  sfioil.  And  af^er  htm 
[was]  Shammah  the  son  of  Agee  the  Jfomrile.  An4  the  Philis- 
tines were  gathered  together  into  a  troop^  or^  for  foraging^  vKheve 
was  a  piece  of  ground  mil  of  lentiles  i  and  the  people  fled  from 

12  the  Philbtmes.    But  he  stooil  in  the  midst  of  thegrouody  and 

*  Yhese  ai^  not  tvro  Itnagm,  (rat  one,  tic.  tht  springing  op  oF  frraaa  and  flowers  before 
ftkehrighcMaaBhiM^tte  cartninfr,  after  rcfrnhinf  rains  is  tlieBigtit  i  tbja  f^MchllMrefs 
not  in  all  natni^  a  ai4re  chfoeriog  an4  delightful  scene. 

t  This  should  be  pert  ef  v.  A.  vitiere  he  givet  a  short  but  dicadfol  mprcaeBtatipn  ff  >che 
condition  of  the  wickea*  and  tile  vengeance  tnat  awaits  them. 

t  This  It  panlkt  to  llie  second  |»alm»  he  shall  ttUe  them  «r  h^ak  them  ^iih  a  r«d  cfirm; 
ht  s^U  prove  as  a  consnminc  fire  to  d>em»  they  shall  bevtferly  homt  upb  It  eaprssses  tto» 
certainty  of  the  action,  and  that  there  is  no  posMblllty  of  cscapinff.  This  seejns  to  be  the 
«aeaaing  and  spirit  of  this  hcanKifol  aad  loatractlvc  ptophccv,  and  oiai  it  is  pnvaUel  fi»  Mai. 
ir.  i»3.andiai]liiatratedb]rit.  ^ 

I  He  slew  three  hundred  ofthem  with  his  own  hBldf«{  I  ClvMi  si*  l>*>taii*M«tedths 

t«t^  that  they  «tre  tiaifi  b/ otlfe^  of  the  wiD/.  • 
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defetided  it,  and  slew  the  Philistines,  drove  them  hack  ^th  greaf 
ft  lo98  :  and  the  Lord  wixjueht  a  great  Tictory.  And  three  of  the 
thirty  chief,  cr^  the  three  captaxm  over  the  thirty^  went  dowHy 
and  came  to  David  in  the  harvest  time,  vfhen  it  was  very  hot^ 
nnto  the  cave  of  AdnHaxn,  ( 1  Sam,  xxii.  2 1 .)  and  the  troop  of  the 
Philistines  pitched  in  the  valley  of  Rephaini,  (2  Sam,  v.  18.) 
!4  And  David  [was]  then  in  an  hold,  and  the  garrison  of  the  Phi- 

15  listines  [was]  then  [in^  Bethlehem.  And  David  longed,  and 
8sdd,  Oh  that  one  would  give  tne  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well 
of  Bethlehem,  which  [is]  by  the  gate  !  not  with  any  intent  that 
they  should  go  for  it,  he  only  exfiretsed  hov>  glad  he  shotdd  be  f^a, 
draught  qfthat  water  j  of  which  he  wa€  used  to  drink  when  a  Aoy. 

16  And  the  three  mighty  men  brake  through  the  host  of  the  Philis- 
»*  tines,  and  drew  water  out  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  that  [was] 

•  by  the  gate,  and  took  [it,]  and  brought  [it]  to  David  ;  thi$  they 
did  without  saying  any  thing  to  him.     Perhaps  their  boldness  terri'^ 

•  Jied  the  Philistines,  who  stood  astonished  to  see  them  :  neverthe- 
lets  he  wouM  not  drink  thereof,  but  poured  it  out  unto  the 

17  LoaS)  as  a  thank  offering  to  God  for  deSvering  them.  And  he 
said,  Be  it  far  from  me>  O  Lord,  that  I  should  do  this  :  [is  not 

•  this]  the  blood  of  the  men  that  went  in  jeopardy  of  tlieir  liv^s  ? 
tbere&re  he  would  not  drink  it ;  he  was  sorry  for  hisJboHsh  wUh^ 
and  that  sneh  brtne  men  ^otdd  be  exfiosed  to  9uch  imminent  danger^ 
These  things  did  these  three  mighty  men  together,  ThenfoUow 

18  their  single  ex/doits.  And  Abishai,  the  brother  of  Joab,  the  son 
of  Zeruiah,  was  chief  among  three.  And  he  lifted  up  his  spear 
against  three  hundreds  [and]  slew  [them,]  and  had  the  name 

19  among  three.  Was  be  not  most  honourable  of  three  ?  therefore 
he  was  their  captain  :  howbeit  he  attained  not  unto  the  [first] 

50  three^r  strength  and  valour.    And  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada« 
-    the  son  of  a  valiimt  man,  of  Kabzeel,  who  had  done  many  acts* 

ha  slew  two  lionlike  men  of  Moab  :  he  went  down  also  and  slew 

51  a  lion  in  the  midst  of  a  pit  in  time  of  snow  :*  And  he  slew  an 
Ejgyptian,  a  goodly  man,  of  great  strength,  dexterity  and  stature  : 
and  liie  Egyptian  had  a  spear  in  his  hand  Hke  a  weaver*s  beam  s 
(I  Chron,  xi.  23.)  but  he  went  down  to  him  with  a  staff,  and 
plucked  the  ^pear  out  of  the  'Egyptian's  hand,  and  slew  .him  ^ 

itU  with  his  own  spear.    These  [things]  did  Benaiah  the  son  of  * 
t3  Jehoiada^  and  had  the  name  among  three  mighty  men.    He 

was  more  honourable  than  the  thirty,  but  he  attained  not  to  the 
!24  [first]  three.  And  David  set  him  over  his  »i^rd,  Asi^cdi  the 
t25  brother  of  Joab  [was]  one  of  the  thirty  ;  Elhanan  the  son  af 
26  Dodo  of  Bethlehem,  Shammah  the  Harodite,  Elika  the  Haro- 
9f  dite,  Helez  the  Paltite,  Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the  Tekoite,  Alu- 
M  eaer  the  Anetbothite,  Mebunnai  the  Huahathite,  Zalmon  the 
S9  A[hohite,  Maharai  the  Nelophathite,  Heleb  the  son  of  Baanah, 

a  Netophathite,  Ittai  the  son  of  Ribat  ovt  of  Gibeah  of  the  chil- 


*  He  pntebhr  rtdteA  into  a  cave  to  skeltrr  hlimdf  irt  snowy  weather,  and  rliere  a  liOb 
•^^  him,  whicby  notwiUuUUkUog  ths  <lisadv«nias«  o^tte  tiHMHleii#  mi  iIk  iercencflr^f 
uc  beatCi  ae  slew* 
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90  dren  of  Benjamin,  Benaiah  the  Pirathonitey  Hiddai  oTthe  broolur 

31  ofGaashf  Abialbon  the  Aii>athite)  Azmaveth  the  Bafhumite, 

3S  EUahba  the   Shaalbonite  ;  of  the  sons  of  Jashen,  Jonathany 

3i  Shammah  the  Hararite,  Ahiam  the  son  of  Sharar  the  Hararitet 

34  Eliphelet  the  son  of   Ahasbui,  the  son  of  the  Maachathitet 

35  Eliam  the  son  of  Ahithophel  the  Gilonite,  Hezrai  the  Cttrmel- 
3d  ite,  Paarai  the  Arbite,  Igal  the  son  of  Nathan  ofZobah»  Bani 

37  the  Gadite,  Zelek  the  Ammonite^  Nahari  the  Beerothite»  ar« 

38  mourbearer  to  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiahy  Ira  an  Ithrke,  Gareb' 

39  an  Itbrite,  Uriah  the  Hittite  :  thirty  ^nd  seven  in  all.t 

REFLECTIONS. 

•  ♦ 

1.  T]CT  E  should  rejoice  in  the  character  and  oiBce  of  the  Mes^ 
V  Y  aiah)  as  here  pointed  outt  and  that  this  prophecy  is  so 
fiur  accomplished.  God  hath  raised  up  a  king,  eren  this  just  one^ 
who  rtUetA  in  the  /ear  of  God  ;  the  wn  ofrightetnunesB  bath  risen 
Ufton  us  vdth  healing  under  his  mngs  ;  and  we  enjoy  plenty  of  spir« 
kual  blesungs  in  him.  Let  us  rejoice  that  he  bath  extended  his 
kingdom  so  wide,  and  shall  reign  till  his  enemies  become  Msjboftool. 

2.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  security  of  this  eTerlasting  covenant.  It 
is  our  comfort  hi  life  and  death  ;  it  is  not  only  a  covenant  of  royalty, 
but  of  grace,  even  Me  «tfr»!nffm^»^/>p0M  Iftvciwrlaatinginitii 
contrivance  and  continuance  ;  admirably  adapted  u>  promote  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  holin^as  and  happiness  of  souls.  It  is  firmly 
established  by  the  promise  of  a  faithfol  God,  and  Jesus  is  the  sure- 
ty of  it.  It  is  veil  ordered  in  ail  things^  and  sure  $  tmiffsaU  our 
salvation^  let  it  be  all  our  desire  ^  let  us  seek  a  share  in  its  blessings, 
and  comply  with  its  demands.  Then  wUl  this  Ood  he  our  Godjor 
ever  and  every  and  our  guide  even  until  death. 

3.  Let  the  enemies  of  Christ  and  his  kingdom  dread  the  efiects 
of  his'  Aspleasuf  e.  Those  sons  of  Belial  who  reiuse  his  yoke,  irhich 
is  so  easy,  who  oppose  his  interests,  and  will  not  submit  to  him, 
shall  be  entirely  destroyed  by  that  fire  which  shall  never  be  quench^ 
.ed.  Therefore  kiss  the  Son^  lest  he  be  dngn/j  and  ye  perish  ft-om  the 
way  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little, 

4.  Whatever  valour,  resolution  ahd  success  any  possess^  all 
should  be  ascribed  to  God.  So  were  the  noble  exploits  of  these 
brave  men,  v.  10—13,  and  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  victory^  though 
these  men  were  instruments  In  obtaining  it.  The  hand  of  Go^ 
should  be  acknowledged  in  all  the  strength,  courage,  and  skill  of 
men.  Let  not  the  strong  man  therefore,  glcry  in  ids  strength^  but 
let  him  that  gloriethj  glory  in  tike  Lord, 

5.  Did  the  three  men  here  mentioned  venture  so  boldl^  to  serVe 
David  and  their  country  ?  How  bold  and  resolute  should  we  be  iii 
the  cause  of  Christ !  He  is  the  Captam  bf  our  salvation  ;  and 


*  There  ii  tome  difftrmcff  bctwem  this  liic  and  that  in  Ckr^mclei,  Some  <rtrcthen  dead* 
«r  had  aiiabchavcd.  and  so  loic  their  rank  ;  which  acccMinu  tor  the  dUsamnmsnt  bctwwm 
cheflB.  oi^a  aOght  be  adMniwhch^ircd  w^U  alicrwiirdy  wd  ^UPgoisM  thenicives  hf 
amne  heroic  actions. 
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VhouM'bMfe  rttohite  to  opposiftg  tem|»lalions,  and  attacking  ojor  spir- 
itual enemies.  Horn  courageously  should  we  appear  on  the  Lanl'» 
ittde,  IB  oppotttaoD  to  abounding  vice  and  wickedness !  endeaYouriDgs 
%j  our  example  and  iafioence,  to  stem  the  torrent,  and  prevent  its 
increase.  They  observed  the  least  hint  of  their  prince's  mind,  and 
haearde4  their  lives  to  gratify  it  $  so  amhitious  were  they  to  pleape 
l^iiDt  Let  us  thus  attend  to  the  orders  of  our  Lord,  and  observe 
evefy  imitation  of  his  will  i  especially  as  he  puts  us  upon  no  dee* 
perate  services,  requiring  oothing  but  what  is  reasonable  and  fit 
to  be  dmei  what  he  will  assist  us  in,  and  reward  us  for. 

6.  Good  soldiers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  should  be  had  in  ever* 
lasting  remembrance.  This  catalogrue  is  written  for  the  honour  of 
these  worthies,  and  to  excite  the  emulation  of  others.  Those  that  en- 
list under  Christ's  banner,  war  a  good  warfare,  and  shall  all  be  ba4 
in  everlasting  honour.  Their  names  orr  ioritten  in  the  Ltfmy* 
book  of  Hfc  i  and  though  different  degrees  of  courage  and  zea) 
wtH  have  different  degrees  of  honour,  yet  all  shall  be  approved 
and  rewarded,  and  their  names  mentioned  with  applause  at  the 
great  deciding  day.  Having  been  fidthfid  to  death  they  shall  re* 
feme  a  crovm  qf  Hfe,  Let  us  then  seek  this  honour ;  Jight  the  good ' 
Jight  offadth^  that  we  may  J(nt«A  ottr  eouree  withjoy^  and  be/oHower* 
4^themy  xffhoy  through  Jaith  and  fiatience'y  inherit  the  ftrondaes, 

CHAP.    XXIV. 

Tike  dn  ^  David  in  numbiering  UU  fie^d^  i  $he/udgme9ti  hrtiught  ^tm 
the  kingdoms  the/dagu^ia  ttm^ed^/ion^JkfuWarefifntMnca t  ^nd 
nn  altar  i$  MU  to  God  i»  memory  of  the  de&oermct^ 

A     AND  again  the  anger  of  the  Loro  w^ts  kindled  agabst 
XjL  Israel,  and  he  moved  David  against  them^  to  say,  Go^ 
S  number  Israel  and  Judah.*    For  the  king  said  to  Joab  the  cap- 
tain of  the  liost,  which  [was]  with  hiin^  Gp  now  through  i^l  the 
.  tribes  of  IsracJ,  from  Dan  in  the  northy  even  to  Beersheba  in  the 
'    Bouthy  and  number^ye  the  peqpl^  that  I  may  know  the  number 
S  of  the  pH^.    And  J«ab  sa^d  unto  the  king,  Now  the  Lord 
.    tliy  Gpd  add  unto  th^  peo{^  how.  jt^wj  soever  they  be,  an  ' 

,  hundredfold,  and  that  the  eyes  qf  my  lord  the  king  may  see 

^     [it :}  but.  why  doth  my  Urd  the  king  delight  in  this  thing,  for 

%4  it  will  be  chargeable^  (roubfesomey  and  dangerous  ?  Nbtwithstand- 

l    ing  thp  king's  word  prevailed  agalpt  Jpab^  and  against  the  cap* 

tkins  of  the  host,  who  joined  with  him  in  the  remonMtrance.     Atid 

, . .  Joah  1^  the  <capteio^  of  the  host  went  out  from  the  presence  of 

,    the  king,  to  i[iumbe;r  the  people  of  Israel,  not  being  miUng  to 

',     hazard  hisfavour^  by  (fin/iuting  or  disobeying  his  orders. 

B      And  they  passed  over  Jordan,  and  pitched  in  Aroer,  on  the 

light  Side  ef  the  city  that  [lieth]  in  the  midst  of  the  river  of  iGtail, 

*  We  read  lir  i  ehrm.  xxl.  f.  that  Satan  toRgettefl  thht  and  fkA  pfrmittdl  It,  Seeiose  bif 
,  «nf;cr  was  kindled agai tut  Ivrael  for  tticir  rebellion,  their  luxury,  and  their  confidence  in  Adr 
aanibcrs  and  strength ;  atking  too  ooaunon  in  prospwoua  aad  peacefal  kingdniia* 
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#  and  W/mrA  laser  t  Then  they  came  to  Cilead,  ittid  to  the  land 

of  Tabtimhodfthi  ;  and  they  came  to  Danjaan,  and  about  to 

7  Zidon,  And  came  to  the  strong  bold  #f  TyrC)  and  to  all  the 

cities  of  the  Hivitea,  and  of  the  Canaanhea  :  and  they  went  ont 

S  to  the  aouthof  Judah  [evenl  to  Beenbeba.    So  when  they  had 

gone  through  idi  the  land)  tney  eame  to  Jerusalem  at  the  end  of 

9  nhie  months  and  twenty  days.*    And  Joab  gave  up  the  sum  of 

the  Aumber  of  the  people  unto  the  king  :  and  there  were  in 

Israel  eight  hundred  thousand  valiant  men  that  drew  the  sword  ; 

and  the  men  of  Judah  [were}  five  hundred  thousand  men.f 

to      And  David's  heart  smote  him,  after  that  he  had  numbered 

the  people.    And  David  siud  unto  the  Lori>i  1  have  Atm^ 

*     greatly  in  that  I  have  done  :  and  now,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lfoan, 

take  away  the  iniqnity  of  thy  servant ;  for  I  hiive.done  Very 

1 1  foolishly.t    FerH  when  David  was  Up  in  the  morning,  the  word 

of  the  Lord  came  unto  the  prophet  Gad,  David's  seer,  hit 

13  damtMtit  ftrofihet^  who  advited  Mm  in  difficuii  caacif  saying,  Co 
and  say  unto  Datid^  Thus  saith  the  Loan,  1  pfier  thefe  three 
(things  ;]  choose  thee  cme  of  them,  that  I  may  [do  it]  unto 
Ihee.  TflU  wum  an  ituUmec  (tfthe  divine  clemency^  and  designed 
to  humble  him  the  mqre^  by  Mhoyring  him  how  unbecoming  his  vanity 
and  i^neeit  were^  when  he  wom  90  entirely  tinder  the  divine  /tower, 

•8  So  Gad  came  to  David,  and  told  him,  and  ^aid  unto  him,  Shall 
•even  yearv  of -Amine*  come  unto  thee  In  thy  land  ?  or  wilt 
thou  flee  three  moMhs  befott  thme  enemies,  while  they  pursue 

'  thee  ?  or  that  there  be  three  d^yi*  pestilence  ib  thy  land  }  now 
advise^  and  see  virhat  answer  I  shall  return  to  him  that  sent  me. 

14  And  Dtrvid  madeaHhtrtrie  and  religious  fe/ilt/y  and  said  unto  Gacf, 
'    I  am  in  a  great  strmt :  let  us  fall  now  into  ihehand  df  the  Lord  ; 

fbr  his  merdes  [irej^great ;  and  let  me  not  &11  \siio  ilie  hand 
.     of  naan.f 
ts   '  'So  the  Loan  sent  a  pestilence  upon  Israel,  from  the  ipom- 

ufg  even  to  the  time  appdnted  :(  and  there  died  of  the  people 

*  TVf  «mlK#o«diMlt,tliAibf  thetMl  i6tienortll»*6ontotlie  trett,  And  then  CD  the 
•oath:  buidM74idoocnuBfctriiUche|»«Ofk,Br^|«nlnMAiheL#viietw^ 

t  Tnedificrence  between  rhb  tecdHAt  auifi  that  in  i  ChrM,  xJiL  c  bcMtly  reconciled,  by 
fMMiac  (k«t  in  one  aooooBt  th(  mWriii  mm  reckoned,  and  not  In  tat  other,  which  makes 
tadrnomben  ncarlfoquai.   The  wboly  yr9\^  yrodjgioni  mnltitndo  fi^  op  wmtji^'^  tnfit  of  land 

I  PorbaMOprid'e  tin  Iqria  dote  #to  witho^tdMntdbvotionkor  tm  IfliVoicwrdMltfii. 
Mir  mMn  ftndrand  vanity,  and  cobfidcnce'in  hia  nomben  artd  irrengtb.  This  inay  be  chf  rca- 
•^  wbf  thnaotlonia  bB^nwd«rSatail  Ahe  fidhordf  pride.  Hbrpeople  were  alto  guUry  In  not 
pairwg  bair  a  shekel  raMoin  fov  thf  ir  Livoa,  acoordin^to  thelawt  E*adm  auub  9* 

I*  Hiis  ihoold  he  ronderrd  An^»  Am-  this  was  not  the  reason  why  Oavid  repented. 

'  *  In  Chntudts  it  Is  thrM^earf  famine  i  and  that  perhaps  it  tlio  tme  readlnfr  according  to 
ihff  ancient  vnnlon*  as  it  canreponvt^thrMnaonftha'aifl^  and  direo  days' peMlenoe.  They 
irere  .three  great  and  sor»ji]4|qlcnts* 

'  t  Vamine  and  pestilonce  were  both  Inunedintfly  f|•^l God's h«ni &  btntfhndnn  mmtrom. 
a  natand  caniCf  ho  soenM  to  refer  to  pestilence.  He  dettrrs  not  to  Ml  intn  itk  hand  of  mm  ; 
thcT  were  cmeUni^  wmdd  makeno  distinctkiifcbrrwwn  the  gaod  andbad  >.  thb  woirtd  be  more 
to  the  dUhonoor  of  God,  and  stain  the  dory  of  Israel.  There  was  great  chtficy^  wisdom  and 
foodnts*  hi  Onvid't  nqawtr.  If  hd  hnchoaen  Ihnilno.  nr  the  swords  be  woald  rnrv  chosen  ill 
Joe  his  people,  bat  well  for  h&msel£  He  was  rich,  and  night  hare  had  relief  in  famine .  whll« 
hIa  sub)ecu  were  starring.  He  might  have  had  some  strong. hold  or  fortification,  whiie  Uiey 
vsCrg  eapodedaa  «B  the  hotvora  of  war.  He  choM  what  an  anciefkC  Writer  calfi  *  xh  eiril  mcl4on( 
t».Unfs  and  gjovemon*-  aa  well  m  sn^ecta »'.  no  richet  nor  forces  could  secore  agaijist  it 

t  The  word  proporly  tifiufici^  a»  iitfm^jr,  or  tacrtiitime^;  proSably  the  ttme  o(  eVenlAg 
■raycr. 
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-       »       »     •  • 

* 

16  from  Dan  even  to  Becrsheba  seventy  thousand  men.  And 
when  the  angel  stretched  out  his  hand  upmi  Jerusalem  to  de^ 
stroj  it|  the  Loao^  observing  David  and  t/ie  Jico/Ue  oBsenUfledJbr 
wors/ii/iy  and  lieniteni  before  Idmy  fepented  him  of  the  eviii  c/uwg'ed 
his  way  J  and  said  to  the  angel  that  destroyed  the  people^  It  is 
enough ;  stay  now  thine  hand.*  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
was  by  the  threshing  place  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite.  The  angel 
alifiedred  like  a  man^  v)ith  a  drawn  eword  in  his  ftand^  to  ^%n  that 
it  VKLs  not  a  natural  calamity y  but  an  extraordinary  jw^^ment.  He 
stood  before  a  threshing  filace  on  mount  iMoriahj  where  Abraham 
stood  to  sacrifice  IsaaCy  and  where  the  tCTn/ile  was  qfterwards  IndU, 

\7  And  David  spake  unto  the  Lord  when  he  saw  the  angel  that 
smote  the  people,  and  said,  (not  to  the  angely  but  to  the  Lwrdy) 
Lo,  I  have  siiined,  and  I  have  done  wickedly  :  but  these  sheep, 
What  have  tHey  dofte  ?  Let  thine  hand,  I  pray  thee,  be  against 
me,  and  against  my  father^s  house.  He  reflects  Hke  a  good  man 
6n  his  own  stn^  and  not  on  the/ieofile  and  their  rebellion.  His  lan^ 
guage  exfiresses  the  greatest  affection  for  them.  He  prays  that 
the  sin  might  rather  be  charged  to  him  and  his  father's  kotacy  that 
isy  his  krndredy  wlto  /irobablt/y  instead  of  dissuading  him^  encouraged 
him  to  do  it^ 

IS  And  Gad  came  that  day  to  Davidi  and  said  unto  him,  Goupi 
rear  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  in  the  threshingfloor  of  Arauni^ 
the  Jebusite.  He  was  afraid  to  go  to  Gibeony  where  the  tabema" 
cle  wasy  because  qfthe  filaguey  and  tf  the  angel  destroying  Jemsa* 
lent  in  the  mean  time  ;  and  Gody  in  condescension  to  his  fearsy 

119  orders  the  sacrifice  to  be  on  the  s/iot.    And  David,  according  to 

^  the  sayihe  of  Gad,  went  up  as  the  Lord  commanded.  And 
Araunah  looked,  and  saw  the,  king  and  his  servants,  coming  on 
^ward  him  :  and  AraunaK  went  out,  and  ^wed  himself  before 

91  Ih^  king  on  his  face  upon  the  ground.  And  Araunah  said. 
Wherefore  Is  my  lord  the  king  come  to  his  servant  ?  And  David 
said,  To  buy  the  threshingfloor  of  thee,  to  build  an  altar  until  the 

^3  Lord,  that  the  plague  may  be  stayed  from  the  people.  And 
Araunah  said  unto  David,  Let  my  lord  the  king  take  and  offer 
up  what  [seemeth]  good  unto  him ;  behold,  [here  be]  oxen  for 
burnt  sacrifice,  and  threshing  instruments  and  [other]  instru- 
ments  of  the  oxen  for  wood  ;  dry  woody  yokesy  and  threshing  in* 

23  sfrutmifai  to  make-fheftre  with.  A!T  these  [things]  did  Araunaht 
[as]  a  king,  give  unto  the  king.  And  Araunah  said  unto  the 
king,  The  LoRto  thy  God  accept  thee  ;  /  shall  think  myself  suf 

24  fkiently  fiaid  if  God  will  accefit  the  sacrifice.  And  the  king  said 
unto  Araunah,  Nay  ;  but  I  will  surely  buy  [it]  of  thee  at  a  price  f 
neither  will  I  offer  burnt  offerings  ufito  the  Lord  my  God  of 

'    "^at  which  doth  cost  me  nothing  ;  that  would  be  dishonourable  to 

irod,  as  if  he  was  not  worthy  of  the  exfienscy  and  a  disfiaragement 

'    to  himseffy  as  if  he  was  unwiWng.    So  David  bought  the  thresh* 

*  Ry  €hiM  \t  tppexft  that  rlie  pta^e  rontlnnrd  oniT  about  nine  hoore.  toch  quick  work  4s 
inAgm^nti  mvikc ;  while  Toab  vtm  nine  monitw  in  go'iht  through  the  UxA  the  angel 'a  8wor4i« 
olae  hours  did  ivch  terriUe  execution. 
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us  ipgfloor  and  the  osen  for  fifty  shekels  of  silver*  And  David  built 
there  sn  altar  unto  the  Loat))  and  ofiered  burnt  ofTerings  to  sm- 
/Uore  mercy i  and  peace  ofTerings,  in  than/^tdneMjor  the  deginmng 
ff  mercy.  So  the  Lord  was  entreated  for  the  land,  and  the 
plague  Mras  stayed  from  Israel.  The  angel  put  ttft  his  aworif 
and  God  %tntftreJrom  heaven  to  eoneume  the  eacrificcj  tn  token  ff 
hU  accefttaneej  1  Chron.  xxL26.  Danddjirobttbiy  c99tfio»ed  £he 
mfietyjiret  fiealm  on  tide  occaaion. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  ^/[T  E  haye  here  an  awful  instance  of  the  mischievous  cofl* 
V  V  sequences  of  pride.  There  was  no  real  harm  in  num- 
bering the  people.  It  had  been  done  by  Misses  i  and  others  after 
David's  time  did  it.  But  the  principle  was  vanity  ;  he  was  proud 
of  his  forces,  andnowtruetedinanarmqfjleehf  God  punished  him 
for  it  by  the  loss  of  great  numbers  of  them.  Pride  is  always  dis- 
pleasing lo  God,  and  it  is  just  in  him  to  take  away  that  which  is  the 
causa  of  our  pride  and  boasting.  It  is  lawful  to  take  pleasure  ia 
our  comforts  and  possessions  ;  but  if  we  are  proud,  and  Corget  God» 
he  will  deprive  us  of  them.  Fride  goeth  be/ore  deetruction,  and  a 
haughty  tjdrit  brfare  a  fall. 

3.  See  what  an  excellent  thing  it  is  to  have  a  tender  conscience» 
which  will  smite  us  when  we  do  evil,  and  reclaim  us  when  we  go 
astray.  The  best  may  err  :  but  if  the  heart  is  tender,  we  shall 
soon  be  recovered  ;  not  continue  under  the  power  of  sin,  but  quickly 
tread  back  the  unhappy  steps  we  have  taken.  We  here  see  that 
the  eye  of  God  discerns  the  heart.  May  we  therefore  be  cautious^ 
and  look  well  to  our  own.  He  does  not  so  much  consider  the  ac- 
tion, as  the  principle  from  which  it  proceeds.  Kee/i  thy  heart  there« 
fore  vnth  all  diligence^  for  out  qfit  are  the  iieuet  ofltfe. 

3.  We  are  uught  the  nature  and  genuine  effects  of  repentance* 
It  will  kad  persons  to  own  their  sin ;  that  they  have  sinned  greatly^ 
and  done  foolishly ;  and  to  accuse  themselves  more  than  others.  So 
David  says,  Theee  eheefi^  what  have  they  done  ?  On  me  be  the  iniquity . 
IM  these  escape.  It  will  lead  us  to  seek  pardon,  and  to  cry  earn-' 
estly  for  it.  Too  many  are  ready  to  extenuate  their  sin,  saying* 
*  It  is  but  a  little  matter^*  and  are  ready  to  charge  others  as  greater 
offenders,  especially  when  public  judgments  are  abroad.  But  hum* 
ble  hearts  blame  themselves  most,  and  entreat  mercy  for  themselves 
and  others.  The  more  they  see  of  God*s  great  mercy,  especially 
in  pardoning,  the  more  they  are  humbled  for  sin  iod  resolved 
against  it. 

4.  Those  who  profess  relation  to  God,  should  cultivate  a  gen^ 
erous  spirit.  This  was  remarkable  both  in  the  Jebusites  and  the 
Israelites.    They  strove  who  should  excel ; .  atuil  it  was  a  noble  em* 


to  reward  lo  gcneraiif  a  min , 

Vol.  m.  Cc 
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iMation.  Araonah  offered  generoiMly'  to  the  king,  thocigh  he 
Me  to  pay.  David  deCem^iDed  not  to  take  advantage  of  his  gen*^ 
«it)8it7i  but  to  pay  to  its  full  value,  and  gave  a  good  reason ;  Ae 
vauld  not  offer  to  tke  Lord  vfhat  cett  htm  nothing.  Thei^  is  no  true 
ibligioir  itf  a  niggardly,  covefouB  breast  Most  men  are  for  a  dieap 
fklig^6n  ;  they  do  not  care  how  little  they  give  for  God  and  his  ser-^ 
vice,  and  are  glad  if  il  costs  them  noting.'  But  God  requires  and 
expects  that  we  honour  Arm  vsith  oiir  tubotame  s  aAd  that  whatever 
Vre  do  ih  his  service,  it  should  be  done  generously,  and  proportion-' 
ably  to  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  that  God  whom  we  serve. 
TMs  is  the  way  to  aecure  his  blessing  with  what  we  have,  and  t» 
ke  largely  reeontfiemcd  at  the  remrrcction  tfthejuet*    Amat^ 


The  First  Book  of  the  KINGS, 

CALLED   J»T    TBS    Si^VENTT) 

The  Third  Boos  of  the  KINGS. 


INTSODlLJCTIOMr. 

^a^HESE  iwo  book9  ^  the  Kmg^  tmuwn  the  Mstqry  if  Ofe  kingB 
^  of  Israel  and  Judah,  from  dokmMB  to  the  Babylomeh  atfttivu 
ty  ;  inefmkng  «  t^ace  t^  nefir  mx  kundred  yefgfj:  ^udmfrefirp^ 
jably  vfnUen  by  S«ra. 

*«*  It  will  be  pctiper  to  read  tbc/twcotjr  WKmA  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  ChreniJjf 

before  thii*  as  It  containft  an  sceoonf  of  what  immediitely  Mlowed  when  the  ^acocwaS 

4Ka7c4i«Bdtha«iiin'.|»ttt>  imlwhicb.coiincctot^M»c7ivii^.^lM^  '  ^ 

CHAP.    f. 

43tve%  <m  aecwmt  tf  Dauid*8  injirmtde9  (n  fde  cdtfaneed  9fe  ;  the 
attemfit  Adamjah  made  to  he  king  $  /(/^/thdife  contrivance  to  tecute 
the  Bctticfnent  ttfton  Sohmen  ;  hda  nondrifithn  by  Dfroidi  ^^  adf» 
'vancement  to  the  throne  ;  and  the  hafifty  ^ponMequenee  qf  Me^  m 
the  confiuian  of  AdardjtA  xtni  H9  porty, 

« 

Xil   ^atammo  eeveniyyearat^  age^und9ornoiiUwMihehardp 
sMfta  of  his  yoiokyimd  hie  caree^fytiguee^  and  troubleo  /  and  tBey 

5  covered  htm  wHh  -^clothe^y  b|tt  bef^at  no  beat*  Wiwrdbre  his 
senranta  9«id  unto  hiiBy  Let  there  he  seu^  fin*  nsf  loud  the 
king  a  foung  tirgin  z  and  leliier  {ttand  before  the  kk^^vndkt 
her  cherish  him,  and  let  her  lie  in  thy  boaom»  that  my  kvd  the 

IS  king  may  get  heat.  &  they  sought  toe  a  faafidaiaisel  throwh* 
out  all^'CQa8t8  4>f  Israel)  and  found  .AMsbag  « ^SihumuniMbey 

4  and  brought  her  to  the  king.  Andthe  dnioMel  [was]  very  &kv 
and  diefuhed^he  king,. aiid  ministered  to  him  :  but  the  king 

6  knew  her  not.  Then  Adonqidi  the  sen  of  Haggith  exalted  hiA» 
self,  saying,  I  will  be  l^ug  $  and  he  {irei>arQd  him  chariots  and 
horsemen,  and  fifty  men  to  4mn  -hefeoe  hinu  JSe  took  euiveattage 
qf  hie  Jot  her* e  age  and  VfedkneoMy^md  need  thoee  pofmiar  fwtthoda 
which  Abaalom  had  done.     What  emboldened  him  to  thie  «Mtt  hie 

0  father*9  indu^enee.  And  his  fiuther  had  not  displeased  Mm  at 
mj  Ume  in  sayiagt  Whjr  bsst  thou  done  soi  and  )»  also  [ita^J^ 
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Tciy  roodly  [man  ;]  and  [hra  mother]  bare  him  after  Absa* 

7  lomi  (nerefbre^  now  MnUom  waa  deadj  he  wa&  next  heir.     And  he 

cooferred  with  Joab  the  son  of  Zeniiahy  and  with  Abiathar  the 

priest :  and  they9  foHowing  Adonijah,  helped  [him.]     Thejint 

was  diseffected  because  Anuua  had  been  fiut  in  hit  place  ;  the  Uu^ 

tery  probably  because  Zadok  had  more  tftheking*a  eonJUlemce  than 

%  him.    But  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada^ 

and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Shimei)  and  Rei,  and  the  mightjr 

men  which  [belonged]  to  David)  Am  heroes  and  faithful  Ufegnardsy 

9  were  not  with  Adonijah.    And  Adonijah  slew  sheep  and  oxen 

and  &t  cattle  by  the  stone  of  Zoheleth,  which  [is]  by  Enrogel  ; 

and  called  all  his  breUiren  the  king's  sons,  and  all  the  men  of 

Judsji  the  king's  aenrants  s  they  pretended  to  effer  u  sacryUe^ 

and  to  feast  upon  it^  and  none  were  to  come  but  those  w4a  were  m^ 

ilQ  vited^  But  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Benaiah,  and  the  mighty 
men,  and  Solomon  his  brother,  he  called  not.  His  not  inuiiing 
Solomon  showed  that  he  kmw  him  to  be  his  rioai%  and  wtu  acquaint* 
edwith  his  designation  to  the  throne, 

'  1 1  Wherefore  Nathan  spake  unto  Bath-sheba  the  mother  of  Sci- 
omon,  saying,  Hast  thou  not  heard  that  Adonijah  the  son  of 

|12  Haggith  doth  reign,  and  David  our  lord  knoweth  [it]  not  ?  Now 
therefore  come,  let  me,  I  pray  thee,  give  thee  counsel,  that  thou 
mayest  save  thine  own  life,  and  the  life  of  thy  son  Solomoo ; 

1 13  fir  Adonijah  will  not  think  himself  safi  while  ht  lives.  Go  and 
get  thee  in  unto  king  David,  atid  say  unto  him,  Didst  not  thoii» 
my  lord,  O  king,  swear  unto  thine  handmaid,  saying,  Assuredly 
Solomon  thy  son  shi^l  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my 

(14  throne  ?  why  then  doth  Adonijah  reign  I  And^  Beholdf  while 
thou  yet  talkest  there  with  the  kin^,  I  wiU  also  come  in  after 
thee»  9JbA  confirm  thy  words,  and  quicken  Mm  to  give  immediate 

15  orders  about  the  matter.  And  Bath««heba  went  in  unt»  the  khig 
into  the  chamber :  and  the  king  was  very  old  ;  and  Abishag 

:16  tiie  Shunammite  mimstered  onto  the  kii^.  And  Bath-sheba 
bowed,  and  fid  obeiaanoe  unto  the  king.    And  the  king  said, 

.17  What  wouldst  thou  ?  And  she  said  unto  htm,  My  lord,  thou 
anvarest  by  the  Loan  thy  God  unto  thine  handmaid,  [saying,] 
AsiureAy  Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall 

\n  ait  upon  niy  throne.  And  iiow,  behoM,  Adonijah  reigneth  ; 
and  now,  my  lord  tiie  king,  thou  knowest  [it]  not.  She  does  not 
accuse  David  of  breaking  Mo  oath^  but  intimates  thai  he  was  unac- 

19  quainted  with  what  Adonijah  had  done.  And  he  hath  slain  oxen 
and  fat  cattle  and  sheep  in  abundaaco,  and  hatk  called  all  the 
S6n»  of  the  king,  and  Abiathar  the  priest,  and  Joab  the  captain 

SO  of  the  host  \  but  Sofomon  thy  serrant  hath  he  not  called.  And 
thou,  my  kMt),  O  king,  the  eyes  of  aU  Israd  [are]  upon  thee, 
that  thou  shouldst  teH  them  who  shall  sit  on  the  throne  ef  my 
lord  the  king  after  him.  The  Israelites^  knowing  him  to  be  con^ 
eemedfor  their  we^arcy  and  that  he  was  a  prophet y  would  expect 
Mm  $a  name  m  successor f  and  thus  ftrevent  disturbances  and  rehel^^ 

ai  Hone.    Otherwise  it  aball  come  to  pass,  vhcQ  my  kird  the  king 
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shall  Bleep  with  his  fothers,  that  I  and  my  son  Solomon  shall  he 
counted  offenders.  She  hofic9  ht  would  immediately  interfio9ef 
othervMC  9he  and  her  «on  would  be  conmd'ered  and  punished  am 

92  tridtoTM^Jor  aiming  at  the  kingdom.  And)  lo,  while  she  yet  talk- 
ed  with  the  king,  Nathan  the  prophet  also  came  in,  who  wom 

23  always  welcome  to  the  kingj  and  Bath'^heba  withdrew*  And  they 
told  the  king,  saying,  Behold  Nathan  the  prophet.  And  when 
he  was  come  in  before  the  king,  he  bowed  himself  before  the 
king  with  his  face  to  the  ground  ;  he  apfiroached  with  reverence^ 

34  though  he  wae  a  firo/ihet.  And  Nathan  said.  My  lord,  O  king, 
hast  thou  said,  Adonijah  shall  reign  after  me,  aiid  he  shall  sit 

25  upon  my  throne  ?*  For  he  is  gone  down  this  day,  and  hath  slahi 
oxen  and  lat  cattle  and  sheep  in  abundance,  and  hath  called  all 
the  kil^g's  sons,  and  the  captains  of  the  host,  and  Abiathar  the 
priest ;  and,  behold,  they  eat  and  drink  before  him,  and  say, 
God  save  Idng  Adonijah.  He  added"  to  what  Baih^theba  had 
Maid  J  that  they  had  actuaUy  proclaimed  him  Jtingj  without  consult' 

26  »^  either  God  or  JDmnd  about  it»  But  me,  [even]  me  thy  ser- 
vant, and  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Benaiab  the  son  of  Jehcnada,  and 
thy  servant  Solomon,  hath  he  not  called,  knomng  that  we  are 

27  men  of  fidelity^  and  that  there  was  no  influencing  «•.  Is  this  thing 
done  by  my  lord  the  king,  and  thou  hast  not  showed  [it]  unto 
thy  servant,  who  should  sit  upon  the  throne  of  my  lord  the  king 

28  after  htm  ?t  Then  king  David  answered  and  said^  Call  me  Bath- 
'  sheba.    And  she  came  into  the  king's  presence,  and  stood  be- 

29  fore  the  king.    And  the  king  sware,  and  said,  [As]  the  Lord 

30  liveth,  that  hath  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all  distress.)  Even  as 
I  sware  unto  thee  by  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  sapng.  Assuredly 
Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  idt  upon  my 

31  throne  in  my  stead  ;  even  so  will  I  certunly  do  this  day.  Then 
Bath-sheba  bowed  with  [her]  fiice  to  the  earth,  and  did  rever- 
ence to  the  king,  and  said.  Let  my  lord  khig  David  live  for  ever. 
She  never  wkhed  to  set  Sohmon  king  wkiie  Dtnnd  could  continue 
to  be  90. 

93  And  king  David  said.  Call  me  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Nathan 
the  prophet,  and  Ifonaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  ;  he  knew  these 

S3  nun  would  fldthfuUy  and  resolutely  execute  his  orders.  And  they 
came  before  the  king.  The  king  also  said  unto  them,  Take 
with  you  the  servants  of  your  lord,  the  king*s  vaBant  guards^  and 
cause  Solomon  my  son  to  ride  upon  mine  own  mule,  and  bring 

34  him  down  to  Gihon  :||  And  let  Zadok  the  priest  and  Nathan  the 
prophet  anoint  him  there  king  over  Israel  s  and  blow  ye  with 

*  NaUMQ  knew  it  was  not  to,  teft  thui  be  «wtfceiit  aad  nmtt  the  k!ag>  mA  fflunif 

Adonijah's  pretuiBptioa. 

t  In  a  matter  of  socli  Importancef  Nathan  thoofi^t  D«tM  would  not  ace  without  hit  adnce* 
oraeekiog  coaosel  of  God;  ctpeciaHy  at  be  waa  tbe  mrMenser  of  the  divine  deitcnatieB  ef 
Sokmon ;  If  Oavid  bad  received  any  freah  revelation  himaelf«  he  tbooghc  he  would  tell  him  of  it. 

I  Heberc  makea  a  aolemo  appeal  to  God*  and  sfiealea  whfagntitnde  aCUt  preacrvbiK  fOoA* 
fsCM ;  andtfaerelbre  be  would  not  take  his  name  In  vain. 

IThtawaaafcantaiminir  Icrasakan  baton^oMQaic«iidstoAtti*lMf«AtoiiMi 

waa  fonv. 


$U  L  KINGS.    I. 

.55  the  trumpet,  and  ^ay,  God  save  king  Solpmoii.*  Then  siiall  f^ 
come  up  after  him,  thai  he  znay  coro«  and  sit  upon  my  throne  ^ 
for  he  shall  be  king  in  fny  stead  :  and  I  have  appointed  hixo  to 

36  be  ruler  over  Israel  and  over  Judah.  And  Bcnaiah  the  son  xif 
Jehoiada  answered  the  king,  and  said,  Amen :  the  L^rd  Gop  of 

27  my  lord  the  king,  say  so  [too.]  As  ihe  Lord  hath  been  with 
my  lord  the  king,  even  so  Jbe  he  with  Solomon,  and  make  his 
tluione  greater  tlian  the  throne  of  fny  lord  king  David.  7%f# 
VHU  ifn  honest  loyal  vfUA  ;  uftered  with  the  air  of  a  vddicr  and  an 

Z%  IjtrmeUte*  So  Zadok  the  priest,  and  KafthaP  the  prophet,  and 
Bcfliaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada*  and  theChereUiitea,  and  the  Peter 
thites,  went  down,  and  caused  Solomon  to  ride  upon  king  David's 

v9  mule,  imd  brought  htm  to  GihoB.  And  Zadok  the  priest  too|^ 
agU  horn  of  oil  out  of  the  tabernacle,  to  make  the  unction  more 
•acred  and  eoUmn^  and  anointed  Solomon.    And  they  blew  the 

40  trumpet;  and  all  thepeople  said,  God  save  king  Solomon.  An4 
jftUthe  people  came  4ip  after  him,  and  the  people  piped  witk 
pipes,  and  rejoiced  with  great  joy,  so  that  the  earth  rent  witii 
the  sound  of  them  ;  the  people  rejdced  greatly  to  oee  ,a  kir^  eete 
tied  by  David^s  appointment^  kofikif  it  wtmld  prevent  all  ponte^to^ 
and  secure  .their  pubUe  pepce^ 

41  And  Adonijah  and  «dl  tfie  ^ests  that  [^«rere]  with  him  Keai4 
[it]  as  they  had  made  aq  end  of  eating.  And  "when  Joab,  whose 
hiL9inee9^a9€aptain  (tfthehoet^  was  to  euppreee  dieturdancesj  beai4 
the  sound  of  the  4iFumpet,  lie  ^aid,  Wherefore  [is  this]  noise  of 

42  the  city  being  ip  an  4iptH>ar  ?  And  while  be  yet  «pake,  bdiok^ 
Jonathan  the  son  of  Abiathar  the  priest  caaxe :  and  Adonijah 
sudd  unto  him^  Cpme  in :  for  thou  [art]  a  vaiiani  maii)  and 
bringest  good  tidings,  or^  a  virtuoue  man^  and  we  may  depend  om 

43  what  thou  sayest*  And  Jonathan  answered  and  said  lo  Adonijahi 
Verily  our  lord  king  David  hath  made  Solomon  king.  Jonathan 
wm9  witness  qfthe  whole  transaction^  and  went  with  the  rest  to  the 

44  palace f  ivhere  he  heard  and  saw  what  parsed  on  the  occasion.  Ai^ 
the  king  hath  sent  with  him  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Natlian  the 
prophet,  and  3^^Ah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  the  Cherethile^ 
and  the  Peletbites,  and  they  have  caused  him  to  lidenpon  ths 

45  king'^i  mule  :  And  Zarlok  the  priest  and  Nathan  the  prophet 
have  anointed  him  king,  in  Gilran :  and  ithey  are  come  up  tronoi 
thence  rejoicing,  so  that  the  city  rang  jagain.    This  [is]  tlie 

46  ncHse  that  ye  have  heard.    And  alao  ^omon  sitteth  on  the 

47  tlironc  of  the  kingdom.  And  moreover  the  ^g^a  servami 
came  to  I>le8«  our  loixi  king  David,  to  thank  him  for  his  care  in 
.appointing'  a  successor^  and  so  good  a  one^  saying,  God  make  the 
name  of  Solomon  belter  than  thy  name,  and  make  his  throne 
greater  than  thy  throne.    And  the  king  bowed  hijmself  upoQ 

48  the  bed,  to  thank  them^  and  adore  God  for  his  great  mercy,     An^ 

*  The  |«wlBh  wrHera  mj,  that  the  king  was  not  Molnted  b«t4n  «»!tn  whrre  the  younsor 
was  chosen  instead  of  the  elder,  or  the  crown  was  tran»ferrrd  to  another  family  :  tltie  firieic 
iwaa  t*  anoiift  hiiDt  an4  the  pro|^(  tu  iknoonce  the  divine  drttgnatton  \  both  were  to  join*  tQ 
f;We  greater  aMhoritjr  aadtfolcmnity  to  iCi  x^tum  thcf  were  lo.pc«cUun  him  Jung,  and^^in 
igffn  Oavi^a  throin:.  .r  '«* 

y 
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tfB6  thifs  said  the  king,  Blessed  [be]  the  Lord  Gotf  of  Israelr 
which  hath  given  [one]  to  »t  on  n^r  throne  this  day,  mine  eyc» 
even  seeing  [it.]  He  tnenttoned  thU  a«  a  fieciUiar  circumsumce 
qfjoyy  thai  Ai«  eyea  mw  it,  and  that  he  was  vfitnen  to  the  affection 

49  and  joy  o/hiafieofiie.  And  all  the  guests  that  [were]  with  Ado*' 
nijah  ^ere  afWdy  and  rose  Up,  and  went  every  man  his  way. 
They  diafiereed  a*  90on  aa  they  could,  that  it  might  not  be  known 

to  that  they  were  with  Manijah,  And  Adonijah  feared  because  of 
Soiomon,  and  a]t>se9  and  went,  and  caifght  hold  on  the  horns  of 

$1  the  altar.*  And  it  was  told  Solonion,  saying,  Behold,  Adonijah 
feareth  king  Solomon  :  for,  lo,  he  hath  caught  hold  on  the 
honn  of  the  altar,  saying,  Let  king  Solomon  swear  uHto  me  Co 
day  that  he  will  nc%  slay  his  servant  with  the  sword,  and  I  wi& 

52  surrender  myeetf.  And  Solomon  said,  If  he  will  ^ow  himself 
a  worthy  nfan,  there  shall  not  an  hair  of  him  fall  to  the  earth  : 

^3  but  if  vrickednes9  shall  be  Ibund  m  him,  he  shall  die.  So  king 
Solomon  sent,  and  Monijah  agreed  to  the  conditioner  and  they' 
brought  him  dcrwn  fronit  the  altar^  And  he  came  and  bowed 
himself  to  king  Solomon  ;  owned  him/or  his  eovereign,  and  awore 
allegiance  to  him  ;  and  Sdlomon  said  unto  him.  Go  to  thiner 
house  }  meddle  no  wiore  with  public  affaire^  but  mind  your  own 
firivate  coneema* 

REIILECriONS. 

i.  M^^ROM  hence  We  miay  learn,  that  (hoise  parents,  who  aw 
f  over  indulgent  to  their  children,  mlake  a  rod  for  themselves* 
It  was  no  wonder  that  Adonijah  proved  a  traitor  and  a  rebel,  when 
Ms  fiither  spoiled  him,  nevei'  crossed  his  humour,  let  him  follow 
his  own  inclinations,  and  have  his  own  way,  and  thus  brought  this 
diatresa  i%on  hbnaelf.  Such  conduct  in  parents  is  weakness  in 
ihenit  add  real  cruelty  to  their  children  ;  v^ho,  when  they  are  in« 
dulged,  and  not  restrained  nad  kept  under,  grow  like  Adonijah, 
]»roud  and  ambitious,  and  so  af  e  ruined. 

3.  It  becomes  aged  saints  to  recollect  and  own  the  goodness  of  Cod 
to  them  in  their  past  lives,  v.  39.  When  David  mentions  the  name 
t£  Qod,  he  adds,  who  hath  redeemed  me  out  of  ail  diatreaa.  He  owns 
God's  goodness  in  bringing  lum  thtMgh  so  many  dangers  and  dif- 
ficulties. J}aya  ahouid  apeak,  and  the  mtdtitude  of  yeara  teach  wiadom^ 
Aged  saints  should  be  witnesses  far  God ;  should  testify  of  his  gQod- 
Heas,  and  the  experience  they  have  had  of  his  protection  and  care^ 
It  is  an  honour  doe  to  him  ;  it  will  afford  them  comfort  in  future 
scenes,  especially  in  death  ;  and  be  an  encouragement  to  the  rising 
generation  to  taate  and  aee  thai  the  Lord  ia  gracioua. 

3.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  gdpd  men,  when  dying  and  qtiitting 
the>rorld,  to  teave  their  families  in  prosperous  and  peaceable  cir- 
cwaatances  ;  especially  to  aee  them  risii^  up  in  their  stead,  active 

*  ThaaA  there  wat  no  csprcM  htw,  that  those  who  fled  to  the  altar  ihould  bo  secure  >  yet 
mj  fenerallr  w^womAt  ttetoM  OTntpcot  totbttlMjr  viaee/  none  woohl  oiTcr  vibkiice  u» 
llMicihatWffre^tonrt* 
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for  the  honour  of  God  and  the  support  of  religion,  v.  49.  ThiB  is 
reason  why  heads  of  familiei  should  be  careml  of  their  interesti 
pecially  of  the  welfare  of  their  souls  ;  and  why  young  men  should 
be  sober  minded  that  their  parents  might  have  comfort  in  them 
living  and  dying. 

4.  How  much  reason  have  we  to  rejoice  in  the  exaltation  of 
Christ  the  son  of  David,  and  in  the  establishment  of  his  kingdoniy 
and  to  dread  the  confusion  and  doom  of  his  enemies.  God  hath  »et 
hU  king  on  Ms  holy  Mil.  Whatever  attempts  are  made  to  dethrone 
him,  or  to  destroy  his  kingdom,  shall  all  be  vain  ;  and  shall  be 
turned  to  the  confusion  of  theii*  authors,  as  those  of  Adonijah  and 
his  party  were.  Men  think  by  secret  plots  to  undermine  the  cause 
of  Christ,  the  prince  of  peace,  but  God  will  discover  them.  He 
suffers  them  to  lay  their  heads  together,  and  feast  themselves  with 
the  !M^>es  of  success ;  and  when  they  are  at  the  height  of  their  joy, 
he  confounds  them,  lays  them  open  to  the  scorn  of  the  world,  and 
the  anguish  of  their  own  guilty  hearts.  But  all  those  who  are 
fiuthful  to  Christ,  shall  find  him  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  and 
enjoy  all  the  inestimable  blessings  of  his  administration.  JKSss  the 
son,  therefore,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  fierishjrom  the  vay  mhen  Ms 
wrath  is  kindled  bia  a  Utile* 


CHAP.   n. 

hi  wMeh  are  Daind^s  last  instructions  to  Solomon  ;  an  account  of 
David^s  death  and  S(fhmon*s  succession  ;  and  the  deaths  of  Mom* 
jahy  Joabj  and  SMmei. 

1  *^TO  W  the  days  of  David  drew  nigh  that  he  should  die ; 
X^  every  tMng  relating  to  the  temfUe  being  settled,  he  found 
himself  going  off  afmte  /  and  he  charged  Solomon  his  son  ts 

St  mind  religion,  saying,  I  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth  s  be  thou 
strong  therefore  in  the  way  qf  justice  and  righteousness  ;  and 

3  show  thyself  a  man,  discreet  and  serious  ;  And  keep  the  charge 
of  the  Lord  thy  God  to  walk  in  his  ways,  to  keep  his  statutes, 
and  his  commandments,  and  his  judgments,  and  his  testimonies, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  that  thou  mayest  prosper,  or 
do  vnsely,  in  all  that  thou  doest,  and  whithersoever  thou  tumest 

4  thyself:*  That  the  Lord  may  continue  his  word  which  he 
spake  cooceming  me,  wMch  heprmdsed  me  conditionally,  8a3ring9 
If  thy  children  uke  heed  to  their  way,  to  walk  before  me  in 
truths  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soul,  there  liisll 

5  not  &il  thee  (said  he)  a  man  on  the  throne  of  Israel.  Moreover 
thou  knowest  also  what  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  did  to  me,  bis 
insolent,  imfierious  behaviour  to  me,  [and]  what  he  did  to  the 
two  captains  of  the  hosts  of  Israel,  unto  Abner  the  son  of  Ner, 

*  Tbit  varirtr  of  cKprenlon  denotes  the  rcf-ard  be  tbookl  have  to  alt  God's  itftcepu,  to 
every  tUnf  the  laiw  coMtaiiiaa^  which  ho  Wiu  to  rtad>  andtrautcribe  with  hit  own  hiimL^ 


- 1«»4  ^mto  Atnaifi  the  $on  of  Jpther«  itliom  l^e  tlt^r  ffi  ^fi^  ^ 
own  amiUifnii  fipd  shod  the  blood  Qf  yrf^r  ill  peac^,  apd  put  th^ 
blood  of  war  upon  hW  girdle  th^t  Iwa^]  %bcmt  h^  l<Hns^  and  ii| 
ius  shoe^  that  [WCf«]  on  hte  feet ;  k^  wq9  ppt  qe/iafned  to  go  to 
^he  army  vith  their  ^iQo4  u/ion  Ms  ^pfi(tre(^  qf  ifU  fO(u  fda  gfory 

Q   to  have  my^rdcrcd  thcriu    Po  th^refet^  accardip^  to  thy  wisdoiHt 

7  and  let  not  \kis  bo^r  he»4  go  dowi^  tp  the  ^ve  i^  peace.*  Bn^ 
show  kiodp^as  wto  the  sooqi  of  Q^r^Uai  the  pileaditet  m^  let 
them  t»e  of  those  that  eai  af  thy  tahle  :  (or  ^  they  cain^  to  mey 
it^iden  vnth  qil  manner  ^  prennsUniy  vh|en  I  fled  because  of  Abs;!? 

9  lom  thy  brother.  ^xAy  behold»  [tboi:^  h^at]  with  thee  Shioieif 
t^e  son  oif  (iernj  a  Peiyan^te  of  BifihuYin^  whiph  cyrs^  ine  i^ith 
a  grievoi^s  eurse  |n  thp  d^j  ^hen  I  went  tp  Mahanwm  '•  but  he 
came  down  to  n^e^t  me  at  Jordc^,  d^  I  sware  to  hino  ^  thu 
L»oBPi  sayingt  %  «^iU  Qot  put  thee  to  death  yrVh  the  sword.  Da^ 
wdj  byi  retuoH  (ffthi^  oath^  wa^  under  a  fkef^onal  obUgatipt^  to  Shi* 
jnei  ;  but  SoJjonion  v^aa  qt  Jvll  Sberty  to  vir^dicdte  th^  majesty  ^ 
kinge^  amf  ^enge  the  horrible  meuU  and  malthas  reproach^ 
if^rown  upon  hif  father  ;  qud  he  eufifio9ed  that  Shin^ePs  turbtdmt 
mfwrit  wouid  90<m  JumUh  him  vdth  Qcca^ion  Jar  fiunUhmg  ^inu 

9  Kow  therefore}  hojd  him  ^qt  guiUt^a  :  for  thou  [art]  a  yn9» 
many  and  kpoweat  what  thou  ought^st  tp  dp  unto  hiin  ;  but  hia 

10  hoar  head  bring  thou  down  to  the  grave  with  blpod.t  So  David 
$lept  with  his  nthers,  and  was  buried  in  the  eit]^  of  David)  m 
Sion  ;  and  hie  tQmh  tvae  made  qfeuchjtrm  m/^texialMy  or  woe  tq 
veliguardedy  th^  it  continued  above  one  tkottaqnd  yep^rSf  tiHqfter 

1 1  Chriat*e  time.  Se^  4ci9  u.  39.  And  the  d^ys  that  David  reigned 
over  Israel)  [were]  forty  yea^a :  seven  years  re]gne4  he  ill 
Hebront  and  thirty  and  th^e  yeftra  feigned  he  in  Jerusalem. 

12  Then  sat  Solomon  upon  the  throne  of  David  his  father  ;  and 
bis  kingdom  wa3  established  grei^tly  ;  he  reigned  vtpth  fke  unir 
versal  conaent  and  a/ifiro6(^tion  of  fda  fie^e. 

13  Ai^d  Adonijah>the  son  of  Haggith  came  to  Bath-sheba  the' 
inother  of  Sofomon.  And  she  saidy  Comest  thou  peaceably  i 
She  had  aome  reaaon  tq  diatruat  hiniy  becauae  by  her  mear^a^  aa  he 

14  thoughtyhe  had  loat  the  kingdom.  A^d  be  saidi  Peaceid>ly.  He 
aaid  moreover,  I  have  somewhat  to  ^y  unto  theei  /  am  come 

1 5  about  particular  buainea,a.  Apd  she  said.  Say  on.  And  he  aaidt 
Thoif  Jb:nowest  that  the  kingdoin  was  inine  byi  heredi{ajry.  rights 
a;ad  [that]  all  Israel  set  their  (aces  on  me^  that  I  shoi^^l  reign  : 
howbeit,  the  kingdom  is  turned  i^ut»  ^nd  is  become  xoj 
brother's  ;  for  it  was  his  from  the  Loan  ;  therefore  Iwojiidnot 

^  David  l|»cl  never  rorelren  bfan  for  tlMst  erimet  x  he  only  wanted  fotym"  to  ponlab  ^im# 
and  tboogfat  hft  son  woalcibe  omafiB  wuktoch  %  bold  and  trnptrtDOi  n^  was  niriu^  wlto 
had  kuch Interest  with  the  soldien. 

t  Dr.  Ktmucott  observety  that  it  b  not  nncomnHM  to  omit  the  nf  gaiiye  in  the  leeond  part 
of  a  tenteace,  and  to  oooaider  it  aa  re|ieated  when  it  haa  ha«i  onceextrataed*  aod  it  tollowcdbjr. 
tlie  cumieetlng  nartioke.  He  prodoces  Instances  from /muA xliL  i9.  1^  Lcvfih  ai»o,  PuUmu 
5.  ix.  i8.  xxxvlli.  I.  ixxv.  5.  Pm.  sdv.  it,  xnx.  3.  .  Ue'th^rcfore  conclades  that  this  fassag* 
•hottld  be  reodersd,  bvt  hit  k»ar  head  hint  ihtu  not  d<nun  t§  the  trtne  with  hind  |  and  it  if 
^inSptomonondecstood  it  fai  tbia  sense«lor  hodid not  kill  Shiaiei  foe  that  oitoca,  hilt, 
fned  him  to  a  partiqi^r  spot  hi  Jemsideni  for  t^  rcnalnder  of  bii  lUTa.  w<* 

Vol.  Ill,    '  Dd 
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hav^  thee  think  that  I  have  any  iH  dengru^for  lam  wB  9a&J[e£ 

1 6  mnih  the  divine  designation.     And  now  I  ask  one  petition  of  thee, 

17  deny  me  not.  And  she  said  unto  himy  Say  on.  And  he  saidr 
Speak)  I  pray  thee^unfo  Solomon  the  kiag^  (for  he  ^ill  not  sajr 
thee  nay,)  that  be  give  me  Abifihag  the  Shonaxnmite  to  wife« 
He  thought  he  might  lavffliUy  marry  her^  Secatue  ^he  vxu  MtUia 

18  virgin^  though  Dauid^$  tost  ttdfe  in  his  Mage,  And  Bath-shefia 
^a,  Well ;  I  will  speak  for  thee  tmta  the  king ;  not  understanding 

'  his  whole  intention^  she  firomised  to  use  her  interest  with  the  kmg, 

19  Bath-ftheba  therefore  went  unto  king  Solomon,  to  speak  to  him 
for  Adonijah.  And  the  king  n)se  up  to  meet  her,  and  bowed 
himself  unto  her,  and  sat  down  on  his  throne,  and  cansed  a  seat 
to  be  set  for  the  king's  mother  ;  and  she  sat  on  his  right  haiHL 

20  Then  she  said,  I  desire  one  small  petition  of  thee  ;  \t  prv^ 
Iheei3  say  me  not  nay.    And  the  king  said  unto  her,  tntA  tie 

..     greatest  resfiectj  Ask  on,  my  mother :  for  I  will  not  say  ther 

21  nay.    And  she  said,  Let  Abishag  the  Sbunammrte  be  given  to 

22  Adonijah  thy  brother  to  wife.  And  king  Solomon  answered 
and  said  unto  his  mother.  And  why  dost  thou  ask  Abishag  the 
Shunammite  for  Adonijah  ?  ask  for  him  the  kingdom  also  :  for 
he  [is]  mine  elder  brother  ;  even  for  him,  and  for  Abiathar  the 

23  priesty  and  for  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah.*  Then  king  Solcmion 
sware  by  the  I^ord,  saying,  God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  alao^ 
let  him  do  vfone  to  me  than  I  dare  mention^  if  Adonijah  have  not 

24  spoken  this  word  against  his  own  Kfe.  Now  fhereforej  [as]  the 
Lord  liveth,  which  hath  established  me,  and  set  me  on  the 
throne  of  David  my  father,  and  who  hath  made  me  an  house^at 

25  he  promised,  Adonijah  shall  be  put  to  death  this  day.  And 
king.  Solomon  sent  by  the  hand  of  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  ; 
apd  he  fell  upon  him  that  he  died. 

26  And  unto  Abiathar  the  pnest  said  the  king.  Get  thee  to  Ana- 
.  thothf  unto  thine  own  fields,  to  thy  estate  in  the  country  :  fat 

thou  [art]  worthy  of  death  ;t  but  I  will  not  at  this  time  pat 
thee  to  death,  because  thou  barest  the  ark  of  the  Lord  God 
befipre  David  my  father,  and  b^ause  thou  hast  been  afflicted  in 

27  all  wherein  my  fether  was  afflicted.  So  Solomon  thrust  out 
Abiathar  from  being  priest  unto  the  Lokb  ;  that  he  might 
fulfil  the  word  of  the  L^rd,  which  he  spake  concerning  the 
house  of  E^  ilk  Shiloh  ;  andthuM  was  the  profikecy  tn-\  Sam.  iL 
21.  accomfi&shed, 

26  Then  tidings  came  to  Joab  :  for  Joab  had  turned  after  Adoni* 
jah,  though  he  turned  not  after  Absalom  ;  he  knew  he  wa9  guilty 


tioa 


*  VHwA  Solomon  beard  the  rrqae.<tt.  he  was  a  little  provoKrd,  for  it  was  not  atmaApcti^ 
I ;  ihe  might  at  well  have  aiked  the  kingdom.    He  smw  at  oiice  rhrotxgh  Adoftijah't  dntfu« 


It  wai  high  treaion  among  the  Jews  to  marry  or  debauch  the  king's  wi«k>w  i  bat  by  t!uf 
AwMit  Adniijab  thooHat  to  anlarie  hit  tncerett,  at  ahe  pefhaft  was  all&d  to  tome  girat  fimiily, 
^  might  have  considerable  wealtWieft  hw  br  David.    Solcimnn  teems  to  have  hi*d  secret  li^ 


Uttigcnce  that  a  plat  was  fofmioff  by  Joab,  AbUthar,  and  Adonijah.  and  that  this  wm  their 
M4iem«.  and  the  first  ov«rt  act  oftteasoiw  «  The  aoctcnt  versions  and  the  Targvm  g(ve  » 
aiicftnit  sense  to  tha  latter  chiose  of  tbk  vrrse,  via./«r  he  (.Vdonijah)  is  my  Mr  kniketp 
jMHl  kg  hasjtr  kirn  (already  declared  on  bit  ttde)  both  JUathar  and  J^ah/  Dr.  KamUm. 

t  ItaldK  bclligcoBCevnhl  ia  thl9  plot,  he  lad  taken  pwt  in  rthntnm*iTihtBfttt 
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^tnme%  wortk^  qf  death,  MtfiedaUy  m  thU  hut  phu  And  Joab 
fied  unto  the  taLemaole  of  the  Lord,  and  caught  hold  on  t]^ 
liorns  of  the  altar  in  Gideon^  hopingjbr  9ecurity  and  pardon  ther^f 
.39  «a«  Momjah  Mad.  And  it  was  told  king  Solomon  that  Joab  was 
Bed  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  ;  aod,  behold,  [he  is]  by  the 
altar.    Then  Solomon  sent  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada)  saying* 

SO  G09  tall  upon  him*.  And  Benaiah  came  to  the  tabernacle  of  the 
Lm.D)  and  said  unto  him»  Thus  saith  the  king,  Come  forth. 
And  be  saidy  Nay  ;  but  I  will  die  here  ;  perhqpM  intending  to 
Mng  refirweh  on  Sohmonfor  staining  the  tahernade  vdih  blood. 
And  Benaiah  brought  the  king  word  again,  saying,  Thus  said 

31  Joab,  and  thus  he  answered  me«  And  the  king,  who  wa»  detet^ 
ndncd  to  ^bov)  that  no  place^  homever  mcred,  ehmtd  secure  a  mur^ 
dererfromjuMtice,  09  the  ktvt  aftficmtedi  said  unto  him,  Do  as  he 
hathsaid»  and  fall  upon  himy  and  bury  him  ;  that  thou  mayest 
take  away  the  innocent  blood  which  Joab  shed,  irom  me,  find 
firom  the  house  of  my  father,  vipe  iff  the  r^ecdon  ^  having 
Mpared  him^Jrom  David*^  character^  and  prevent  the  evil  that 

33  ndght  come  upon  hiifaf^dlyjbr  it.  And  the  Loan  shall  retui^i 
his  blood  upon  his  own  head,  who  fell  upon  two  men  more  right- 
eous and  better  thaiv  he,  and  slew  them  with  the  swoc^,  my 
Cither  David  not  knowing  [thereof,  to  wit^]  Abner  the  son  of 
Ner,  captain  of  the  host  of  Israel,  and  Amasathe  son  of  Jether, 

33  captain  of  the  host  of  Judah.  Their  blood  shall  therefore  return 
upon  the  head  of  Joab,  and  upon  the  head  of  his  seed  for  ever  i 
but  upon  David,  and  upon  his  seed,  and  upon  his  house,  and 
upon  his  throne,  shall  there  be  peace  for  ever  from  th^  ^rD. 

34  So  Bensdah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  went  up,  and  fell  u[X>nth]m,  and 
skw  him  :  and  he  was  bm4ed  in  his  own  house  in  the  wilder- 
ness ;'  he  had  an  honourahie  burial  mdtaMe  to  At9  rank  and  charat' 

35  ter.  And  the  kang  put  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  in  his  room 
over  the  host :  and  Zadok  the  priest  did  the  king  put  in  the 
room  of  Abiathar. 

'  36  And  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  said  unto  himy 
Build  thee  an  house  in  Jerusalem,  and  dwell  therer  and  go  not 

37  forth  thence  any  whither.  For  it  shall  be,  [that]  on  the  day 
thou  goest  out,  and  passest  over  the  hvook  Kidron,  thou  ahalt 
know  for  certain  thatt  thou  shalt  surely  die :  thy  blood  shall  be 

38  upon  thine  own  head.*  And  Shimei  said  unto  the  king^  The 
saying  [is]  good  s  as  my  lord  the  king  hath  said,  so  will 
thy  servant  do.    And  Shimei  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  many  days. 

'  39  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  fthree  years,  that  two  of  the 
servants  of  Shimei  ran -away  unto  Achish  son  of  Maachah  king 
of  Gath.  And  they  told  Shimet,  saying,  Behold,  thy  servanu 
40  [be]  m  Gath.  And  Shimei,  thhUting  that  Soioman  hadjbrgonen 
the  injunction,  or  wouldnot  adhere  0trictfy  to  it,  arose,  and  saddled 
his  ass,  and  went  to  Gath  to  Achish  to  seek:  his  servants  :  and 

•  SokcnoQ  Icaowiag  Shimei  to  be  %  toMi  of  a  tqiMott  ipbit.  eonfipctf  Um  to  IrroMlan  Ipa 
a  nrileaboot  It,  for  toftir  Kidron  wtt  from  h,  that  he  zn%bt  not  have  an  op|»«rtiaity  w  m>« 
tddStloA  aauBg  the  ttihct«  and  thst  his  cowtet  aushi  be  Mrrowly  watcheii 


Sbniiei  wi^t,  ^t^rMt  itikh^  Tnhe  ifAe  k»ig,  Md  bmngflt  bis 
HI  Umdts  fK)th  Gaih.    Aiid  il  tra^  toM  Sokmidn  Hldt  Sftiinei  had 
'43  gdne  froih  Jerusalein  to  Oath,  and  Wad  come  aglim.    Atid  the 
king  kttA  and  calfed  for  Shiihei,  ind  aaid  tmto  hitn,  bid  i  tiot 
imakis  thee  X6  swear  bjr  this  L<mx>i  ^nd  protested  unto  thee^  say- 
ini^  Know  for  a  ccirtaohi  on  thte  day  tfaottgoest  bUt^  and  i^dkest 
(ftirbod  any  N^hith^,  tha!  thoii  shalt  sureljr  die  ?  niA  thdu  ftaidst 
^  unto  in^  Thfc  word  [that]  I  have  hfcard  {\sj  godd.    Why  then 
"'     hast  thbii  not  hept  iht  oath  of  tlie  Lcmo,  and  the  toinmand- 
.     ttient  that  I  have  charged  thee  t^ith  ?  Bp  <w»  rfonA^  ^^,  in 
itUhbe^i  ibe  Ung^  knktii'fnii  im  fdk  jfooc? Bfhmfhter^ and qftreoJt^ 
14  injg  a  solemn  oAth,    ^h  king'  kid  mot*eorbf  ifo  ^hniiei,  Thoa 
,    khowest  all  th«  wldcedn^ss  irhich  thihe  h^H  i^  priry  to,  that 
ibim  didst  to  BslVid  th^  fathei^ ;  i^on  Mat  noiilced  nnd  inalkwuB 
/tiHHc^sht  iad  thii^Jid  ktifatktr  :  fhtrkfbrk  the  Lcran  sbaB 
'45  retnxh  thjr  ^kednes^  tijkm  thihfe  own  t^e^d.    Atid  king  Sokn 
jnion  [shall  be]  Gteto^^  ahd  the  thi-oh^  of  Diivid  shall  be  ^tab- 
UsUed  bclbre  thfe  lidRO  foi^  fetei* ;  the  Lord  had'tttrned  flteii«*# 
Jlji  tuHi^^  t^n)  a  tleBfin^.    So  the  fcin^  comniahded  Beniiah  the  sen 
of  Jfehbiada  ;  which  %«ht  dht,  diid  fdl  ^^  Wta,  th^i  he  died  • 
And  the  kin^tdh  w^s  efttablished  iii  the  hslhd  of  Sblozhoh,  6y 
the  thnaind  ofthtMe  Wtcidd  iad  tur^idehl  iMfi. 

£  aec)  (hat  the  greatest  and  tiest  of  men  g»  t/U  vmy  •/ 
hUI  itht  eart^k     Ketther  wealth,  nor  poweff,  mtf  piet^ 
sUeld %oni  death  ;  it  u  afifioiiued  imto  ajUtnen  ;  and  i  b^^mes  ns. 
ferieusly  to  think  of  itf  and  be  prepared  for  this  awtul  jonmey. 
^hvre  are  htA  Iwn  ittffereBt  ways  after  dsath,  to  hfsa^feni  or  l^fi. 

.24  Good  ni€n  eaiuuit  apend  their  dy nig  .breath  better,(tluin  ia 
'^ving  a  sotemn  charge  to  their  children*  Parents  should  be  sotic- 
Moes  to  do  it  then,  when  theh*  worda  will  make  a  pecatiar  impreas- 
ioQf  and  when  chUdr^  will  be  more  ^likeiy  to  attend  to  them  and 
,keq>  their  charge,  and  the  ehargfe  of  God|  as  Ibe  only  way  to  pros* 
pevity  for  both  Worlds*  If  we  keep  God^s.  charge,  we  may  hope 
ite  wiU  feontknue  his  mereies  tonsjas  to  our  father%aikd  perform  all 
Ub  prolfidseaf  oil  tM^csA  Atf  AoM  Azfwetf  t» /o  Ac/ir«    , 

'3.  Ol^a^e  the  just  and  ri^^fateous  jnd§^(ioe9ts  of  God  upon  cruel 
s«d  amUklQiis  nken. .  Adeniiahi  J^aby  and  Shimei  did  not  take 
>wiatBing<  but  pioeeeded  in  their  aspiring  designs,  till  they  cJanoe'ti^ 
m  abitmtfid  ^dk  A  little  contentment^  n^eekiiess,  atrd.hamiliAyt  had 
'.  aave^  Aeir  litea.  They  nught  faa^re  Kted  easy  and  happyt  and  died 
In  peace.  Bat  the  justiee  of  God  aiSMl  Sefomoo  ovettoek  Ihen^  «id 
nttsnitid  their  ftolent  dtinga  ob  ti^eir  own  heads,  in  the  lowest 
.atations^f  Ufe>r  if  VMI  would  ]hc  easy  1^  comfortable^  the  way  ia 
very  pluQ»  that  is,  to  be  contented  and  humble^  Fride  goe9  d^fwra 
4€9muxhu,aM4hmi^y9pirU  b^fixnuJM. 

*  Exccotlont  were  net  then  4one  Cf  an  officer  appointed  for  the  yarpni^  b«t  hf 


*"    4.  A  f^WM  ibhsfe  ciridildlue^i  Ite^fed  «hbcad  Mvtr  ht  mat. 

'1¥^  should  return  it  idiilfe  *v^fe  fivt^^  s^d  be  desiroin  that  oiir  children 
tfhmild  rettirn  It  tb  6uir  benefectors,  or  to  their  tifTspring^.  Thus 
Satitt  tequited  Bvalhd'i  kindriess.    It  is  a  i^^ise  and  useful  tnax* 

4111  of  SolonJKih}  TliM  oWrifHekd^  and  thy  father* if ritnajbrget  not. 

>  III,  I  ^1     .'    '  ■        If  ■    "  '    n  ■       '  B- 
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<lhi«»  ^  giHerai  aetotmt  tfBUomon^  nmrriaj^e  and  reHgion  ;  hh  firdf* 
^; « and  Gve^a  •  graShoM  «iwtaer  to  it  /  and  fda  mse  dtcaion  of  a 
it  e4at. 


1     yl    N  D  Solomon^  to  fix  Mmaelf  more  ttrcingly  m  hU  gov* 

..   J!jL.  emmmMnade  affinity  with  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt)  and 

.  took  Pharaoh's  daughter  to  vfifh^^  and  Solomon  l^^ught  her  into 

the  city  of  Davids  (here  ohe  dv>elt  tiU  he  Indlt  a  home  for  kerj 

llHtH  he  had  made  an  end  of  building  his  owii  house,  and  the 

,  house  of  the  Loan^  and  the  wail  of  Jerusalem  round  about. 

3      Qnly  the  peo^Sacrifaced  in  high  phu:es>  because  there  was 

no .  house  built  untp  the  name  of  the  Lord,  until  those  days  : 

ik€re  liKkO  no  fautt  in  thevforshi/t^  but  in  the/Uace.    It  vfoaafia* 

triatthai  cuoiontf  but  not  oo  much  regarded  now,  for  thote  high 

.  >  fdacco  had  been  mbuacd  by  idolatry.      And .  Solomon  loved  the 

.LoaPi  walkhi|^  in  the  statutes  of  David  his  ht^er  :  only  he  sac-^ 

•    '  Tl6ced  and  burned  iaeense  in  high  places,,  vfhich  David  hh  fa^ 

.  >4  th^r.Aadnot  done*    And  the  king  went  to  Gibooxkv^here  thejab^ 

;■'.  ^emaefe  wae^  to  aaciifice  there  ft  for  that  [wis]  the  great  high 

l..v|>lai)t|  lA^  ehUf  reeqrt  for  fteoiUe    to   wor^hifi  :    a  thousand 

[  ^ .  .btllint  Oiflfbringa  did  ScAoinoii  ofiFbr  upon  that  altar,  the  brazen  ah- 

. «  mr'^Moeeo*    He  venttherif  with  the  nobles  ami  great  men  to 

.'■   'mtarohifti^and  thank  Godfbr  hia^fieactable  Bftttlement  on  the  thr<me» 

.  S  '^  bk  GibeoSt  the  Loan  appealed  to  ^omoniu  a  dream  by 

night  >  an  that  nfghtqfter  Ac  had  ^eredMfi  Mo.oacrificea  :  and 

CMb  to  try  hie  ineUntiMon^  said,  Ask.  what  \  shall  giTe.thee«t 

>  tf  And  Solomon  said,  Thou  hast  showed  untOithy  servant  David 

my'  filthier  great  saercy,  aooording  as  he  vi^alked  before  thee  in 

trutib,  and  in  rii^teeusneSS,  and  in..tiprighti|e&s  of  heart  with 

thee :  and  thou  hast  kept  for  Umthis  great  kindness,  that  thou 

bast  ^ven  him  a  son  to'slt  on^his  throne,  as  [it  is3  this  day. 

7  And  noHv,  O  Loan  tas  God,  thou  hast  made  thy  servant  king 

ilMtead  of  David  my  nither  :  and  I  [am  but]  a  httie  child  :  I 

know  ab€  [how]  toga  out  or  come  in.  Meaeknowledgeehiaig^ 

moraneatmd  weahneoe  ;  hcmae  mow  about  twenty  yeare  oldf  md 

bktaUtttechUdwitkrie4Uettooidli0bout/mbiic$ffair8.    Me  knew 


*  It  it  probable  tht  was  a  peoUljte  to  the  Jewish  religion,  and  therefore  the  marrtage  wa« 
wjit  tlnrol :  forne  aientk»  is  mide  of  the  gods  of  Egypt  amoog  those  by  whom  SokMBon  wia 
ibdikei]  seecA.»L  ftadThil  ilcdBSrtecdbythieibny  fifth  Piabi. 

t  tlus  gr4doas  offer  had  bo  doubt  been  the  siiMect  of  hii  daily  prayer«  and  of  bis  motk 
terioas  tfaoiwhts ;  and  tfaerdbre  he  immediaf  ely  ofirri  this  exceUcat  pray er>  wlkica  fife  begitt 
wish  s  »fc*i»fc*wi  afikaowJedflBcat  ot  the  uereitt  he  had  rcttlvtda 
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•  nor  ^ofD  forule and MavexaUeiyfir  vani qfexfUrUmce^  ^J^^t^ 
servant  [is]  in  the  midst  of  thy  peopki  which  thou  hast.chooccir 
a  great  people  that  cannot  be  numbered  nor  counted  for  mslL- 
titude  ;  they  were  Go<P»  cho»en  fieoftie,  therefore  he  would  exficcf 
fiecuiiar  cmre  to  he  taken  t^thtm  /  ond  they  were  m  greaS  Jieofile^ 

9  consequently  great  abiUtie*  were  required  to  rule  them.  Give 
therefbre  thy  servant  an  understanding  heart  to  judge  thy  peo- 
ple, that  I  may  discern  between  good  and  bad)  have  wisdom  to  be^ 
have  atdtabie  to  my  station  and  the  services  I  am  to  be  emfdoyed 
in  :  for  who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  so  great  a  peoples  without 

10  drvmc  assistance  and  gmdance  t  And  the  speech  pleMod  the 
LoRD»that  Solomon  ^^  asked  this  things  it  was  a  t^snaf  m 
virtuous  mind  and  a  fiubSc  sfdritf  ofctmeemfor  the  glory  ^f  Gad^ 

11  and  the  good  (^  IsraeL  And  God  said  untohimt  because  thoa 
liast  asked  this  thing,  and  hast  not  asked  for  thyself  those  this^gm^ 
that  men  ttre  generally/ond  o/j  long  life  ;  neither  hast  asked  ricbes> 
for  thyself,  nor  hast  asked  the  life  of  thine  enemies  ;  but  hast 

12  asked  for  thyself  understanding  to  discern  judgment ;  Behold»^ 
I  have  done  according  to  thy  words  ;  to,  I  have  given  thee  & 
wise  and  an  understanding  heart ;  to  that  there  was  none  like 
thee  before  thee,  neither  after  thee  shallluij  arise  fike  unto  thee. 
Ood  immediately  granted  his  request^  ir^ksed  into  Ms  mind  more 
sagacity  and  wisdom  than  he  would  naturally  have  hady  and  auck 

\%  as  was  sttflerfor  to  all  others.  And  I  have  also  given  thee^  as  a 
token  qf  my  fiartieular/avoury  and  my  afiftrobation  of  this  praysr^ 
that  which  thou  hast  not  asked,  both  riches,  and  honour  :  so  that 
there  shall  not  be  any  among  the  kings  fike  unto  thee  dl  thjr 
days  :  thottshalt  excel  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  in  riches  andre^ 

14  iiMwv.  And  if  thou  will  walk  in  my  ways,  to  keep  my  statute* 
and  my  commandments,  as  thy  ikther  David  dM  walk^  then  I  win 

is  lengthen  thy  days.*  And  Solomon  awoke  ;  and,  behold,  [it  was} 
«  dream.  Me  understood  and  heard  it  as  distinctfy  as  ff'  he  had 
^een  awake  ;  nor  dht  he  know^  tilt  he  awoke,  that  it  was  a  dnamm 
By  this^  God  Hgnijied  to  him  the  acceptance  rf  his  dmiy  prayef% 
and  Solomon  itnew  he  intended  /»  convince  hin  <^  his  Jkvour  and 
aecefitanee.  And  be  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  stood  before  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loan,  to  thank  Ood /br  this  exceet^ng 
great  Jkvour^  and  offered  up  burnt  offerrogS)  ind  oflfered  peace 
efiFenng9,and  made  afeast  lo  all  hia  ncnwuUtthe nobUoand  offi* 
eers  feasted  on  the  fieace  offerings. 

16  Then  came  there  two  women,  [that  werel  harlots,  or  hmkeefi^ 
ers^  the  word  signifies  both,  unto  the  king,  and  stood  before  hkn 
to  fitead  their  own  cause  ;  ftrobably  the  cause  had  been  brought  be^- 
fore  to  some  infhior  court,  who  had  been  puzzled  with  it,  and  there- 

17  fore  it  was  now  brought  to  the  king.  And  the  one  woman  saidi 
O  my  lord,  I  and  thh  woman  dwell  in  one  house  ;  aMl  i  was 

It  delivered  of  a  child  with  her  in  the  house.    And  it  came  to  pass  ^ 

*  Le^  hii  great  windom  ihoQld  niAkc  him  Dread,  careletf*  and  pretnaqirnoai*  God  oalf 
■M^s  a  condjt  ion:\l  proflolvr  at  Ci»  the  longfb  gf  kli  d  arsy  bn  the  Qthtt  ware  gWem  alaolnta* 
IraAduiuacdiaR^lr.  .  •  ^ 
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me  tKird  day  after  that  I  was  deliTered>  that  this  woman  was  de« 
livered  also ;  and  we  [were]  together ;  [there  was]  no  stranger 

19  "with  us  in  the  house,  save  we  two  in  the  boose.    And  this  wo* 

So  inan*8  child  died  in  the  night ;  because  she  pverlaid  it  And 
she  arose  at  midnight,  and  took  my  son  from  beside  me,  whife 

»  thine  handmaid  slept,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  laid  her  dead 
child  in  my  bosom  ;  /earing  the  disgrace  qf  overlaying  her  child^ 

dl  9he  9tole  mine  Jrom  me.  And  whei)  I  arose  in  the  mommg  to 
give  my  child  suck,  behold,  it  was  dead  :  but  when  I  had  con- 
sidered it  in  the  morning,  token  it  was  perfect  dayUght^  behold,  it 

%%  was. not  my  son,  which  I  did  bear.  And  t^ie  other  woman  saidy 
Nay ;  but  the  living  [is]  my  son,  and  the  dead  [is]  thy  son. 
And  this  said.  No ;  but  the  dead  [is]  thy  son,  and  the  Ihing  [is] 
my  son.  Thus  they  spake  before  the  king,  the  (me  affirming^ 
ttnd  the  other  denying  it.  It  was  a  difficult  coat ;  the  children 
%ffere  much  qfthe  same  agCy  there  vfas  no  mtne§Sy  one  qfth^  mothers 
acknowledged  she  was  asleeftj  and  the  refutation  of  both  were 

S3  much  alike.  Then  said  the  king.  The  one  saith.  This  [is]  my 
son  that  liveth,  and  thy  son  [is]  the  dead :  and  the  other  saith, 
Nay  ;  but  thy  son  [is]  the  dead,  and  my  son  [is]  the  living ; 
we  must  ther^ore  try  some  other  method  to  decide  the  controvtrsy^ 
34  And  the  king  sud.  Bring  nte  a  sword  And  they  brought  a 
!25  sword  before  the  king.  «And  the  king  said.  Divide  the  living 
child  in  two,  and  give  half  to  the  one,  and  half  to  the  other*  He 
knew  this  was  the  best  way  to  end  the  disputeyfor^  which  ever  the 
real  mother  was^  her  affections  would  work  so  strongly y  as  not  to 
suffer  the  child  to  be  divided  :  thus  nature  unravelled  what  reason 
S6  could  not.  Then  spake  the  woman  whose  the  living  child  [was] 
unto  the  king,  for  her  bowels  yearned  upon  her  son,  and  she 
said,  O  iny  lord,  eive  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise  slay  it. 
But  the  other  said,  Let  it  be  neither  mine  nor  thinct  [but]  divide 
[it]  T%e  true  mother  would  rather  part  with  the  child  than  have 
it  destroyed ;  the  other j  harving  no  hve  to  the  childy  but  envying 
her  companion  the  possession  qfwhat  she  hod  losty  made  her  at  first 
97  steal  the  childy  and  now  willing  to  have  it  slain.  Then  the  king 
answered  and  said,  Give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  nowise  slay 
it :  she  [is]  the  mother  thereof.  //  appeared  by  her  lave  and  pity 
that  she  was  not  the  careleta  mother  of  the  smothered  childy  but  the 
teat  mother  qfthe  living  onCy  who  could  not  bear  to  see  it  slain^ 
38  And  all  Israel  heard  of  the  judgment  which  the  king  had  judged  ; 
and  thjey  feared  the  king  t  for  they  saw  that  the  wisdom  of  God 
[was]  in  him,  to  do  judgment.  This  great  sagacityy  and  wise 
determndtiony  raised  his  reputation^  aiut  promoted  among  aU  the 
people  a  reverence  for  him. 

REFLECnONS. 

1.  nr^  HE  experience  our  fathers  have  had  of  the  mercy  and 

X  *  kindness  of  God,    should   encourage  us  to  pray   and 

^pe,  V.  6.    Children  may  plead  their  parents*  piety,  and  God's 
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many  fyronrs  to  thcnt)  an4  hope  \\\r  sme  tmff  be  i^liawii  thooh 
irhilp  they  are  careful  to  tread  in  their  steps. 

2.  The  great  f^ubject  qf  pur  prayers  should  be  q  wke  anditn  tmder* 
Standing  hearty  to  know  oif r  duty  in  ev^ry  ci^u^^atance  \  to  see*t^e 
good  and  the  bad,  ths^t  we  may  pv|rsqe  one  and  avoid  the  other, 
and  judge  right  of  other  men  s  action*  and  our  oifu..  Let  fqiuig 
people  pray  for  this,  ^nd  pnay  for  i^  with  eameati^ss.  Yootfi  aie 
raw,  ignorant,  and  unexperiencedy  and  need  divine  teacliing.  Th«y 
should  therefore  plead  with  God,  aayi^,  l^uly  X  am  thy  ^emant^ 
give  me  an  understanding  hearty  ifyit  I  may  ducerti  between  gocdand 
dad. 

3.  God  is  greatly  pleased  with  the  devotions  pf  yotiDg  pefmle,  espe- 
f  tally  when  tj^ey  fix  their  hearts  upon  insdom  and  i»ety.  m  (ov^  to 
see  th^B)  sensible  of  their  ignorance  and  dang^^and  the  difficulties  of 
their  station,  and  desirous  to  learp  and  practise  their  duty  ;  and  he 
will  grant  them  their  request.  I  love  tbem  that  lave  me^  and  they 
mfho  seeJt  me  early  s/ialljind  me.    We  learn, 

4.  That  spiritual  blessings  should  be  so^ight  with  the  greatest 
fanportunity,  and  tenq)oral  ones  submitted  to  divine  choice  ;  this  is 
the  way  to  succeed  in  bpt^.  God  allp^s  us  to  be  earnest  for  spirit- 
iial  ones,  but  we  should  be  indifferent  to  temporal  ones  ;  preferring 
lirisdom  to  gold,  and  grace  to  Worldly  honour.  Wisdom  is  mod 
with  an  i^lieritance  ;  without  wisdoni  an  inheritance  is  good  for 
liothing.  GodHneea  Mae  the  promiee  ^f  'tUn  Ufe^  and  that  w&h  \e  to 
eome*  It  is  perhaps  with  reference  to  ttus  our  Lord  giv^  thai  ad- 
Tice,  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  Hod  and  hie  righteatuneea^  and  aU 
Other  things  ehall  be  added  unto  you. 

5.  The  story  of  the  harlots  may  suggest  some  useful  refiectioDs 
to  ^rents.  These  women,  bad  as  their  characters  were,  nurs^ 
their  own  children  ;  '  while,  as  Bp.  Hall  says^  somct  ^ho  pre^nd 
to  religion,  have  put  off  nature,  the  prin^ry  and  unalteraUe  l«w  of 
Qod|  and  committed  their  children  to  hirelings.'  Thf  y  should  learft 
to  be  careful  of  the  lives  of  their  children,  ais  thf  y  are  so  tender, 
and  so  easily  destroyed  ;  and  should  show  their  loye  to  their  children, 
by  taking  care  of  them  themselves,  especially  by  taking  care  of  their 
souls.  Thdse  who  thus  do  their  duty  to  their  children  in  bckfa 
respects,  are  most  likely  to  have  comfort  in  them. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

An  account  of  Solomotfe  grandeur^  magnificence^  and  wisdom  ;  the 
extent  qf  Ms  dominions^  and  the  httftfane^s  qf  his  subject^, 

1  O  O  king  Solomon  was  Idng'oyer  aH  Israel ;  his  euccenom 
3  O  nvere  only  over  part  of  it.  '  And  these  [were]  the  princes* 

or  great  officers^  which  hs  had  ;  Aeanah  tiie  son  of  Zad«|k;lhe 
3  priest,  or  the  chief  officer.    Elihoi^ph  and  Ahiah  the  sons  of 

Shishsi  scribes,  or  secretariu  (^%W^  i  Jehoshsf^at  the  SQ|&  $f 
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ANihid  the  recorder,  who  fiMtnted  fietttioiU  to  fAS  IHh^^  and  rc'^ 

A  gifiered  ftuAHe  affairs  ;  And  Benaiah  the  soti  of  Jehoiada  ['^v^sj 

over  the  host :  arid  Zadok  add  AUathar  [were]  the  priests  s 

K4hiathar  Btill  rttaintd  tfie  Htle  qf  firieaty  and /lerhd/ta /lerjbrmed 

5  #om J  officc9i  though  Eadok  was  the  chief.   And  Azariah  the  son  of 
Nathan  (waaQ  oter  the  officers  :  and  Zabnd  the  son  of  Nathan 
[was]  prihcipil}  dfficer,  [and]  the  Mng'S  fHepd  ;  he  xuasfirc9i'^ 
doit  of  the  tduncUj  cr  chancelldfj  and  partzctUarty  intimate  with 
the  Wg,  ^  Sidonion  had  a  great  regttrdfbr  these  sons  ofJ^athanfor 

6  their fifhef'^s  sake.    And  Ahishstf  [was]  OTer  the  household,  dr 

'  iord  chamberlain :  and  Adoidram  the  son  of  Abda  [was]  over, 
th^tributtjreeeiverqfthertoenue^iOrthel&oyifmenyf    . 

7  Aiid  Solomon  had  twelve  officers  over  all  Israel,  in  d^^rent 
f tarts  of  the  landy  which  ptDvided  victuals  for  the  king  and  his 
household  :  ^h  man  his  month  in  a  year  made  provision.t 

8  And  tliese  [afe]  their  names  :  the  son  of  Hur,  in  mount  Eph- 

9  ruiin :  The  son  of  Dekar,  in  Makaz,  and  in  Shaalbim,  and  Beth« 
10  sheniesh,  and  EtOribethhatian  :  The  son  of  Hesed,  in  Aruboth; 
i  1  to  him  [pertained]  Sochoh,  and  all  the  land  of  Hepher  :  Tho 

•on  of  Abinadab,  in  all  the  region  of  Dor  ;  wbich  had  Taphath 

13  ti^e  daughter  of  Solomon  to  wife  :  Baana  the  son  of  Ahilud  ; 
[to  him  pertained]  Taanach  and  Meg^ddo,  and  all  Bethsbean^ 
which  [is]  by  Zartanah  beneath  Jezreel,  itrom  Bethshean  to 
Abelmeholah,  [even]  unto  [the  plac6  that  is]  beyond  Jokneam  s 

fS  Th)^  son  of  Geber,  \ti  Ramoth  Gilead  \  to  Him  [pertained]  the 

,     towns  o^  Jair  th^  soti  of  IVbnasseh,  which  [are]  in  Gilead  ;  to 

him  [also  penned]  the  region  of  Argob,i^hich  [is],in  Bashan^ 

14  thV^score  great  cities  ^itfi  walls  and  brazen  bars  i  Ahinadab' 
^5  the  son  of  Iddo  [had]  Mahanaim  :  Ahimaaz  [was]  in  Naph«« 
t6  tali ;  he  also  took  Basniath  the  daughter  of  Solomon  to  wife  a 
TT  Baanah  the  son  of  Hushai  [wais]  in  Asher  and  in  Albdi :  Je« 
>i  hoshaphat  the  son  of  Paruah«'in  Issachar  :  Shimei  the  son  of 
19  Elah,  in  Behjamin  :  Geb&r  the  son  of  Uri  t^as]  in  the  couotry' 

of  Gilead,  {in]  the  country  of  Sihoh  kiOg  of  the  Amorit^s,  and 
of  X)g  kingof  Bashan  ;  and  [he  was]  the  only*  officer  which' 
[was]  in  the  land,  in  that  fiart  qfthe  lafid  which  Uiy[  eastward. 

30  Judah  a!nd  Israel  [were]  many,  as  the  sand  which  [is]  by  tho 
sea  in  multitude,  eating  and  drinking,  and  making  merty  ;  theyi 
were  in  perfect  security^  and  had  every  thing  in  plenty  $  were 
highly  pleased  with  the  kingy  and  all  tho^e  wise  contrivances  for 

21  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  And  Solomon  reig:ned  over  all 
kingdoms  from  tho  river  Euphrates  in  the  east^  unto  the  land  of 
the  Philtstinesy  and  unto  the  border  of  Egypt :  they  brou^t 
presents,  and  served  Solomon  all  the  days  of  liis  life;  were  in  eub^ 
jection  to  him^  and  paid  him  tribute. 

*  Several  of  these  were  men  of  approved  wltUoin  and  fidelity  a  Md  luid  bewi  enplojr«4 
under  David* 

t  This  «M  a  wIm  apfolntaicat*  as  provklont  vare  famtohcd  at  dwbeat  land*  aad  all 
p^nt  of  tjba  kiMlom  w«re  eqiMUy  beatftcd  \  ikcir  prodH^ci  oofimunid/  aad  (b»  aaowp  dr- 
colated  Uirougn  ttiem. 
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22  And  Solomon's  proviMon  for  one  day,  was  tfairly  measures  ot 
\  fine  flour)  and  threescoi^  laeasures  of  mealy  about  three  hwidrcd 
metuuren  qf  file  ^ur\  and  nx  hundred  qf  a  coareer  Hnd  Jbr 

tl3  the  aMere  and  guarda^  Tea  &t  oxen  from  the  staU,  and  twepty 
•     oxen  out  of -the  pastUresy  and  an  hundred  ahecpi  beside  .  harts* 

24  and  roebuck^,  and  &llow  deer,  and  fatted  fowl.  For  he  had 
domitilon  over  all  [the  region]  on  this  side  the  river,  from  Tip- 
Sah  even  t6  Atzahy  over  all  the  fc&ngs  on  this  side  the  river  t 

,    and  he  had  peace  on  all  sides  round  about  him,  eo  that  commerce 

25  vfas  ofien  to  every  place.  And  Judah  and  Isirael  dwelt  aa^ly, 
^Very  nian  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree>*  from  Dan 
even  to  D'eecsheba,  all  the  days  of  Solomon. 

2>  .  -And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  stalls  ot*  horses  for  his  chari- 
ots,! aiid  twelve.tliousand  horsemen  disperaed  through  the  several 

i7  tribesy  to  keep  p^kce^  and  be  ready  in  cane  qfan  attack.  And  those 
officers'  provided  victual  for  king  Solomon,  and  for  all  that 
came  unto  kiiig  Solomon^s  table,  every  man  in  his  month  i  they 

5f8  lacked  nothing.     Barley  also,  wAicAfi^a  onct^n/Zy  the  food' for 

horsciy  suid  straw  for  the  horses  and  dromedaries  brought  they 

^  .  unio  the  place  where  [the  officers]  were,  or  rather  vthere  the 

beoMta  vfere  ;  qfftcere  is  not  in  (he  original  ^  every  man  accordiD|^ 

to  his  charge* 

29  And  God  gave  Solomon  wisdom  and  understanding  exceed* 
ihg  much,  abulargene^s  of  heart,  a  most  comprehensive  knovd' 
edge  (fall  things^  both  divine  and  human^and  a  readiness  to  eom^ 
liiunicate  his  kno^vledge  to  others^  even  as  the  sand  that  [is}  on 
the  sea  shore.     This  was  more  his  gtory^  than  ail  his  wealth  and 

op  splendor ^  And  Solomon*s  wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom  of  all 
the  children  of  the  east  country,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypi. 
Ife  was  wiser  than  the  Arabians  or  the  Egyptians ^  who  Vferefamou9 
for  philosophyy  astronomy ^  and  other  sciefices^  and  into  whose  couh" 

7  '  try  the  Gtecian  philoeophers  travelled  to  get  wisdom  and  knowledge • 

t^  1  For  he  was  wiser  than  all  men  ;  than  Ethan  the  Ezraliite,  and 
Heman,'  and  Chalool,  and  Darda,  the  sons  of  Mahol :  and  his 

^  fame  was  in  all  nations  round  about.l    And  he  spake  three  thou- 

'  sand  proverbs,  shqrty  useful  sentences^  and  those  about  him  wrote 
them  down  J  he  was  an  excellent  mqral  philoso/iher  :  and  his  songa 

33  wt^re  a  thousand  and  fiye^l    And  he  spake  of  trees,  from  the  pe- 

]    dar  tree  that  [is]  in  Lebanon  even  unto  the  hyssop,  or  moss^ 

,that  springeth  out.  of  the  waU :  he  spake  also  of  beasts,  and  of 

fowl)  and  of  crj(;eping  things,  and  of  fishes  ;  he  was  acquainted 

*  lline  trees  were  plmriful  iti  C^ttuum,  and  valaable  both  for  rtirtr  fhih  md  ihade,  lAider 
•-vtMch  dwy  sat»  n^oy  big  the  ttmtn  ef  tbeir  tabnur.  Tbt  €XK«Mi«a  duooicf  bgri^  Thrirnlirniy 
ana  tccuntj  ;  Uicy  were  'm  iio  dangor  rrom  eoeintcs. 

t  In  3  Chnu.  U.  2  j.  dicj  are  called  four  Uiomaod  i  probably  there  were  un  horaes  to  a 
stall  •r  stable. 

t  The  two  first  luimrd  of  these  were  entaent  mm ;  the  eighty  eighth  and  tighty  alnth 
iValuiii.  w«re  oompobed  by  them. 

I  This  w;is  the  ancient  way  of  LnstmctinK,  and  of  recording  facts.  But  these  were  pmba- 
My  tioe  so  wW  adapr^  tp  stir  up  a  spirit  df  piety  and  dcvoclon.  as  Dttv^id^v  wefv.  He  was 
tht  s'met  futmia  •/  /i-.r«/.   We  bsre  one  of  Soldtaoa's  so  reoord^  which  ihows  a  W 

KCiilus^  aod  A  oobk  iu4>^uMtl0tt. 
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^nirA  natural  hUtary  and  hatamy^frwn  the  greaie9t  to  tke  leoMt  veg^ 

94  eiuUe  production.    And  there  came  of  all  people  to  hear  the 

"mkwdmm  ef  SolonoO)  from  all  km%;^  of  Uie  e«tb>  which,  hid 

heard  of  lua  wisdom  ;  tde  ki$^s  qf  titt  earth  tent  eome  of  their 

men  to  hear  hie  wiedam  and  leam  of  him* 


REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TTJ  RIWCES,  and  great  and  wealAy  -men,  may  learn  htaice 

'  JL  how  to  employ  their  riches,  and  contrive  h6W  to  add  dig- 
nity and  Inrtre  to  their  greatness.  iLet  them  keep  plentiful  tablet 
ibr  the  benefit  of  thdr  subjects,  their  neighbours,  and  strangjers  ; 
tnanage  with  prudence  and  economy,  and  guide  their  sifTairs  with 
tKscrction.  Above  all,  let  them  labour  to  furnish  their  minds 'with 
iLiseful  knowledge,  and  enlarge  their  hearts  with  wisdom.  Thus 
,xvill  they  appear  worthy  their  splendor  ;  wfll  accure  their  repula- 
tioHf  and  be  a  ble^^sing  to  mankmd.  ' 

2.  See  the  wisdom  of  Providence  In  giving  Solomdn  somuph 
"wealth,  wisdom,  and  influence,  which  raised  the  glory  6f  Israel'so 
%igh,  and  made  them  appear  great  in  the  eyetf  of  the  nations  about 
them.  When  they  had  audi  a  prince  at  their  hehd,  strangers 
^vould  natundly  inquire  imo  their  refigioh  and  laws  ;  especially 
those,  who,  as  in  the  last  verse,  were  sent  on  pm™)se  to' iniAiirc. 
Thus,  some  knowledge  of  the  living  God  and  of  true  religion, 
^onld  be  diffused  through  the  nations,  and  a  'ivay  mrade  fbi*  multi- 
tudes to  become  proselytes  to  the  Jewish  ditifch. 

S.  We  see  that  neither  the  greatest  weajth,  nor  flie  greatest  Vis- 
dom,  can  always  secure  men  from  felly  -and  vice*,  for  we  find  itft^- 
"^ards  that  Solomon  apostatized.  This  shodld  preveht  our  confi- 
dence in  any  thing  that  is  great,  and  our  trastmg  to  out  wisdom, 
skill,  or  discretion.  Wealth  well  empbyed  is  good  j  learning'  and 
^sdom  very  ^ood  ;  but  religion  is  every,  thing  ;  and  those  who 
desire  to  be  eminent  for  that,  Mionldbe  very  humble  and  very  cmr 
lious.*  We  reflect,  '  .     -     ^ 

4.  How  well  qualified  Solomon  was  to  Hidge  wherein  true  happi- 
ness consisted.  Of  all  men  livmg  he  had  the  greatest  ad^ntagfs 
for  knowing  wli^t  wealth  and  all  that  could  be  protu'red  by  it,  what 
splendor,  homiur,;  or  reputation,  tan  do ;  yea,  what  Jmowlbdge'  can 
do,  toward  making  then  happy.  His  reflection  on  this  \vt  the  hook 
of  Eccleeiaete^^  is, that  a/!?  is  vanitifj  andt  ve:eatton  tfefdt^,  ■  Let  us 
then,  when  we  read  of  his  greatness  and  his  wisdom;  remember 
what  he  has  taught  us  of  their  vanity,  and  attend  to  What  he  justif 
4>bserves  is  the  natural  conclusion  of  tibe  whole  matter;  yhrr  Qo(f^ 
4Kad  keep  hie  commandments^  for  that  is  the  Vfhote  duty  of  mian» 
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■'    ■     CHAP.    V.     •••■-■      - 

*  ConUdm  artkie^  q/*  ^gpeerhenf  heMeiH  SotmnOH  and  Htrttnii  md  the^ 

fiijUSng  of  tkefn, 

■  *  ■ 

.1  AND  Hinm  king  of  Tyre  sent  his  servants  unto  Sdo^ 
Jl\f  mon,  to  eomhle  vfithhin^  oit  Dmd*9  deatA^caid  congnuu^ 
Safe  km  <m  kU  MuccesMon';  for  lie  had  heard  that  they  had 
anointed  him  king  in  the  room  of  his  father :  for  Hictt^-was 
ever  9,  lover  of  Davidi  (Oid  therefore  toaa  denroia  ofcoutdtiing  a 

^  friendHhifi  vn^th  hia  ton^    hfA  Solomon  sent  to  Hiram  to  remhid 

3  him  f^vfhat  he  had  been  bffbre  informed  qf\  spying,  Thou  know- 
est  how  thai  Q^vid  foy  i^her  cpuld  not  build  an  house  unto  the 
^an^e  of  the  Lord  his  God,  for  the  wars  which  were  about  him 
«n  every  side,  until  the  Loan  put  them>  hia  enendea^  under  the 

'4  soles  of  his  ^eet»  ni^de  them  •ubject  to  h^.  But  now  the  Lord 
my  God  hath  gii«n  merest  on  every  ttde,  [so  that  there' i&] 
neither  advent^  nor  e^il  occurrenti  nofldng  to  make  mefcar  any 

5  dUturbanice9.  And^  Behold)  I  purpose  to  buUd  an  house  unto 
the  nan\e  of  the  l^oap  my  God»  far  hU  honour  and  vforshi/i^  as 
the  Ix>RD  spake  unto  David  mr  &ther,  saying)  Thy  son,  whom 
1  wilf  set  upon  thy  throne  in  thy  room,  he  ^hali  build  an  house 

)f  untio  my  nanie.*  Now  therefiure  command  thou  that  they  hew 
jne  cedar  trees  out  of  Lebanon  i  and  my  servants  shall  be  with 
thy  pcntuxtfifXo  amt  them  umd  iedmofthem  i  and  imto  thee  will  I 
^ive  hire  f>f  thy  servants  according  to  all  that  thou  shalt 
appoint :  ^  thou  knowest  that  [there  is]  not  among  us  any  that 

,    can  skill  to  hew  iiint^  ll)cf  \mta  the  Sidonians.t 

7  And-it  came  to  pasi|,  when  Hiram  heard  the  words  of  Solor 
mon,  i^t^at  he  r^oiced«reatly,  andfi<dd  ^'m  o  great  compliments 

.  ^IfUifyff  (2  Chron,  ii.  I  l.)lBeca^^f  the  Lord  Iweth  his  fieotUe^fie  hath 
Tnade  fhee.Jting  irver.then^  ^  apd  he  said  a^o.  Blessed  [be]  the 
Loan  tlbis  day^  w^ic^  hath  giyen  unip  David  a  wise  son  over 

'%  this  great  people.^    And  Hiram  sent  to  Solpmoni  saying,  I 

,  have  considered  the  thinga^  v)ii(^  l;how  sanies^  to  me  for,  and 

agree  to  ihe  firqfioiols  :.  [apd]  I  will  dp  all  tl^y  desire  concern* 

.9  Uig  tinnier  of  cedf^v,  an^  cc^enaiog^timbevoC  fir.    My.ser- 

,yftnts  «^^allbi4Qg[tbftin]^9M^  from  I«ehi|noi>  unto  the  sea ;  and 

J^  wUl  cpanef  them  by  sea  \n  floatsi  unto  the  place  that  (hpi| 

.  ahflt  .appoi^  m^  M  ViJl  umi^  thf 9^  tp.  b^  Oiscl^irg^  there, 

^  In  2  (Tfcirra.  ii.  there  b  a  larjcer  acconnt  of  this  flOtettaire*  tt  wat  to  be  a  j^rrat  ftfui^t  fcr 
grmi  is  Mr  God  abvce  alt  gtdu  He  m^Xfodit  luve  Himm  think  God  mn  a  local  deity,  and 
coqSi^  «p«teni|»lc*  In  time  clmpcer>)n  atiyii  bit  ntUvcnnl  yntesGe*  vnd  dedaf>e«#  that  this 
iKMi^  was  OAtf  iitteoded  as  a  place  for  Ills  lervants  io  assemble  fei  and  for  the  priests  to  sacr  lI 
$ce  and  bans  iaaeaab       '  .      .  ^ 


t  lltt  Sidooian  and  Tyrisms  were  nelgliboHn,  aoder  oae  1fmi|^  '9hey  were  celetratsd 
aoBong  the  ancleoM  for  thefa'sfcil!  lii  arcUtectwe  and  cnrioos  woiie.  in  2  Chnm.  IL  Seloaiea 
4tsires  Hiram  to  sc9a  a  man  skilfal  In  wocking  gokl»  s ilvcr»  brass,  iron.  See* 

i  HeseeflVBOttoohavebcenanldoiatcr^  botawvcaMffcraC  JcfaovalL  atbamcotiosthii 
IHUue  with  great  reverence. 

I  Zliii  WW  at  |opp^  a  leapvrt  la  luu\ 
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'  flfMl  thcRi  Mii^^em^  {fintvtk.iy  pbA  Ihou  thalt- aficonqdish  s^ 

10  desire  in  giviog  f^  for  mj  bousehold.^    So, Hiram  gj^ve  Sokn 

1 1-  «»Q{i«9d»r  U9^y  §fii  fiir  (i;c«*  |>Qcardipg  to]<aU  his  desircf.  And 

SMpmon  gfffn  liifam  twr^ty  tbouwid  n^easur^  of  wheat  [for] 

food  to   his   bottseholdi   snd  twenty   measures  of  pure  oil, 

VfJiki^  ^mn^^^f  do^tfr  ;t  th^s  0ft¥e^|QS(iOQ  to  Hirai|i« 

as  jFoear  hj-jPVP'    ApA-  lh&  Lgiw  gftv«  Snkwym  wiadom  as  he 

promised  hiiO»  ^f94  ^lofUck  tmUkentlyi  fffifieared  in  tfuM  trtpuacticn  ; 

•  *     aiM  the  ce  |rss  peaoe  hatweeii  jHiiW  f«4  Sdomoii  i  and  thej 

two  made  a  league  together*  a  treaty  qf  peace  ondqiUaneewoa^ 

€W^ludcd  bctfoeen  then^f 

IS      And  king  Solomon  raised  »  l?vy  out  of  all  Israel ;  anddio 

14  J^j  was  thirtjr  thousand  mot'  A^d  he  sent  them  to  L^jlMnoi^ 
fidth  the  Tyrian^tQ  J^emand  square  the  tpood,  tm  thousand  a 
B¥ttth  by  .courses  {  %  month  tj^ey  wer«  in  Lebanoot  [and]  two 
months  fX  homp»  t^t  they  might  neither  he  tired  of  the  vftnit^  ncjr 
entir^y.  neglecs  ttef.rjmihf  qfidrM  :  and  A<ionigam  [was]  over 
the  leyyi  la  rmse  th^mj  ^nfi  ^ee  thfm  di^fioeed  nceording  $9  order^ 

1 5  And  Sok>Pipnhad  thi^escore  and  ten  thoumnd  that  bare  burdena» 
that  m^re  /Ipritfrt ,  fj^  fimrspoie  thousand  hewers  in  the  moun? 
taips  i  ttithP^e  were  Mremger^remnanUi^  the  Camumiteej  they 

^16  were  trihutary^  and  hadjorm^mn  idolatry  i  Be«de  the  chiof  of 

Soknooii's  oSc9ra  ifhich  [w/epe]  off r  Ihe  work,  threo  thousv^d 

.  «^  three  hundpcd»  which  ruled  pifer  the  people  that  wro»^ht 

:    Ihe  workt   ^emde  thre^  humdrefl ,  more  fyr  a  re^tffyt  in  caet 

17  tf  ejckne—y  or  the  Uhcy  %  Qhriiht  iu  ^4    And  the^ king,  com* 

.  mand^dt  a9d  they  brought  great  stpnups,  costly,  stonest  [and] 

)a  hewed  stoDes^to  lay  |he  fi)undfition  of  th^  how.    And  Soio^ 

mon^s  builders  and  Hii'am's  builders  did  hew  [them^]  and  th<^ 

atom  sqiiar^rs,  or  Gibh^tee^  (fie  J&3bek,  i^xvii.  9.)  jthat  m,  the  iahabf 

itante  ^  Gebal^  (eee  Joshua  xiii.  5.)  th€S€  and  oil  the  JPhemciane 

were  cwrio^M  arti^ ;  SQ  they  prepared  timber  ^aod  stones  to 

build  Uie  house* 


V 


REFLECTIONS. 


I .  •Tp^  I M  E  S  of  peace  and  rest  ought  to  be  employed  for  tho 
X  serrice  of  God,  and  the  ecKfication  of  his  church,  -v.  4, 
'M^en  there  is  n6  foreign  adversary  to  disturb  our  repose,  no  evil 
occurrence  at  home  to  caH  off  our  minds,  we  should  be  pecufiariy 
active  and  forward  in  the  Lord's  work.    Then  had  the  churchee  reet^ 


*  Titer  ^iw*  ^  ^^""t  ^  efltofof  .vriik^ttenr  wm  fientyin  land*  aMlvMR  ni^liei  is 
geptral  frqa  thwrr.  Acti  xii  a«k  W«  Sadio  1  ^mueks  iu  13.  that  he,  tbst  W,  Hinin.  Mnc 
abo  ft  tUlfbl  man*  who  was  emplOTCd  bjr  bit  father  to  soprrintend  all  the  corioat  work. 


t  Tb€f€  b  tfliat  JMerence  ia  ihe  aeeoaac  aiwn  m  ChrmicUu   80  nach was  allowadfbr 
brtttfUwhwrHinaa^omi.aaat  aagtey  aad  wine  a*t  added  there. 


f  Thtia  Wire  princtpal  dHaera;  who  taraayid  the  whole.  Tberewasaftrodigionanniribev 
of  aieo  taiploted,  hot  it  ihoold  ba  remeofacrctC  there  was  not  only  the  icmple*  bat  other  boi)d- 
logs  aadaerairtil  palaces*  i  XM/j  ix.  ic.  Vcaide,  they  had  nociOfCh  eonvcniai^t  fltedaHlt  of 
carry  iosai  we  have,  therelbrv  mnUitafa  v«t  UOJfVht^  in  draving  tiiobct  fftXiMef^  \0  t)ig 
iea«  aodfron  joypato  Jetiailcm.  * 


fi3o  I;  Icings,  v; 

infidvf&reedijtedi  mtdnoiUldngintHtfiiwifthe'Ln^^kMHktem^^^ 
ttf  the  Holy  Ghc9t^  were  muldftHed,  Acfvx.^X, 
;  3.  It  is  a  great  oomfott  t6  all  who  love  ^e  Israel  of  God,  to  aee 
irellgion  supported  and  maintained  in  families  wbicli  Jiave  been  em- 
inent for  it.  In  this  Hiram  rejoieed.  The  greater  \ovt  he  hftd  to 
I>avid,  the  greater  was  his  joy  fat  his  son's  wisdom  a&d  goodness. 
Young  people  should  be  carefol  not  to  loose  the  entail  of  religkKi»or 
tteviate  from  the  steps  of  pious  ancestors  ;  their  piety  ind  pefievw^ 
ance  wHl  give  joy  to  all  that  love  Cod,  and  wish  well  to  the  soppoit 
ofreHgion. 

3.  The  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  is  to  be  observed  in  the 
various  products  of  different  climates,  and  the  diflerent  genius  of  dw 
inhabitants.  The  Tyrians  and  Sidonians  were  famous  for  mecha- 
nic arts,  architecture,  all  hiasonry  and  carpentry  work,  and  curious 
devices.  The  Israelites  were  fiimous  for  aigriculture.  Canaan  was 
a  fruitful  land ;  Tyre  was  l^e  HoHand  ;  they  hsd  little  product  of 
their  own^  but  were  all  tradesmen  and  merchuitmeii*  Canaan  and 
Tyre  depended,  in  a  great  measure,  on  each  other ;  and  in  this 
Appears  the  wisdom  of  God  to  promote  trsffic  and  commerce,  to 
diffbse  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  spread  knowledjge  md  virtue 
from  one  place  to  another.  Hejixe%  the  botmdt  ^metfk  habkM^tMj 
lind  gives  them  all  their  capacity  snd  skiN. 

4.  Mutual  good  ofBces  between  neighbours  is  very^de^Srable  and 
becoming.  How  beautiful  and  lo^ly  is  it  (o  see  these  two  p#fnccs 
ready  to  serve  eaeh  other  with  the  prodtk:ts -of  their  respective  coun- 
tries !  Thv9  should  we  act  to  those  about  us  ;  be  kind  and  frTemflf 
to  them,  ready  to  sell,  or  lend,  or  give,  what  we  have,  and  ^ich 
they  want.  This  h  the  way  to  receive  other  favours  in  eirehahge^ 
and  to  protnote  the  peace  and  honour  of  society  and  the  oomfbrt  of 
one  another.  We  have  likewise  in  v,  9.  a  good  maxim  for  trades- 
men ;  and  from  hence  we  learn, 

5.  That  it  is  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  dealings  with  each 
other,  to  be  punctual  and  exact  m  bargains  and  agreements,  iiolo- 
mon  spoke  of  hewing  trees,  and  Hiram  agreed  to  it ;  but  nothing 
had  been  said  about  carriage,  where  the  goods  were  to  be  put  en 
l>Dard,and  where  landed,  and  at  whose  expense  the  carriage  was  to 
be»  Hiram  very  whsely  mentioned  this  in  his  articles^  that  there 
might  be  no  misiinderstanding  afterward.  It  is  an  important  lesscm 
of  wisdom  to  know  what  we  arc  to  expe9t  from  others  ;  to  Have  k 
settled  before  we  begin.  For  w^t  of  thi?,  differences  often  arise, 
are  iongc<^tinijieci,  and  sometimes  sepai^teevepcliief  friends.  Men's 
tempers  and  views  may  change,  and  tlieir  lives  are  uncertain,  there- 
fore exact,  punctual*  written  agruements,  with  regard  to  what  is 
only  contingent,  are  very  proper,  ^ndthe  best  way  of  secnrhig  fiiend* 
ship  aoid  establishing  peace,  « .^ 

6.  Let  us  long  for  that  happy  time,  when  Jews  and  Gentiles^  and 
all  the  different  nations,  shall  join  together  In  building  up  God's 
spiritual  temple  and  establishing  his  religion  on  the  earth.  Kiram» 
sirangfers,  and  Israelites,  all  joined  in  the  ti-prk.  The  glory  of  th^ 
latter  day  is  foretold  by  an  image  borrowed  from  this  story,'  I^mab 
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Is.  10— 13.  And  the  ^on«  qfatrangerM  shtUl  Indld  up,  Uuf,  walUj  and 
tk^ir  kin^  ^bmUpdniUer  unto  thee :  /or  in  my  vfraiA  I  amate  thecy  dut 
sn  my  favour  have  I  had  mercy  on  thee^  Therr/bre  thy  gate*  shall  be 
ifief^,  eontmuaUy  /  ihej^  AhaU  not  be  ehut  day  nor  nigiU,  ;  ihat  men  may 
Mng  unto  ihfie  the/qrcee  qfxhe  GenUlee.  The  glory-  ^  htbanwi  ahall 
'^omewuo  thee^  thejir.trecy  the  fiine  tree,  and  the  box  together^  4o 
keaud/y  the  fUace  tfmy  eanctuary  g  and  I  will  make  the  fUace  of  my 
feet  glorioue.  Such  a  time  we  have  the  highest  «a&urapc«i^  of  ;  let 
at  \ntih  for  it»  a]q)rQach  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  contribute  all  in 
our  power  to  serve  the  interests  of  true  religioni  which  will  hts  the 
most  substantial  proof  of  our  wisdom  and  piety. 


CHAP.   yi. 

Tfie  bitUding  qfthe  tem/de..    There  ie  etieh  a  r^erenee  to  thie  in.  other 

parte  if  the  JSible^  that  a  few  general  remarko  may  be  uet^uL 

« 

1  7\  N  D  it  came  to  pass  in  the  four  hundred  and  eightieth 
XIL  jear  after  the  children  of  Israel  were  come  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt)  in  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon's  reign  over  Israel,  in 
the  month  Zif,  which  [is]  the  second  month,  Uiat  he  began  to 

2  build  the  house  of  the  I^kd.*  And  tlie  house  which  king  Sol- 
omon built  for  the  Loan,  the .  length  thereof  £was]  threescoi'^ 
cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  twenty  [cubits,]  and  the  heigl^ 
thereof  thirty  cubits  ;  exactly  aa  large  again  as  the  tabernacle^ 

3  And  the  porch  before  the  temple  of  the  house,  twenty  cubits 
t^sis]  the  length  thereof^  according  to  the  breadth  of  the 
house  ;  [and]  ten  cubits  [was]  the  breadth  thereof  Jbefore  the 
house.t 

4  And  for  the  house  he  made  windows  of  narrow  lights  ;  nar^ 

5  row  on  the  outeide^  but  growing  wider  within.  And  against  the 
wail  of  the  house  he  built  chambers  round  about,  [against]  tlie 
walls  of  the  house  round  about,  [both]  of  the  temple,  and  of  tb« 

6  oracle  ;  and  he  made  chambers  round  about :  The  nethermost 
Chamber  [was]  five  cubits  broad,  and  the  middle  [was]  six  cubits 
brqad,  and  the  third  [was]  seven  cubits  broad  :  for  without  [io 
the  wall]  of  the  house  he  n&ade  narrowed  rests  round  about,  that 

,     [the  beams]  should  not  be  fastened  in  the  walls  of  the  house4 

7  Atid  the  house,  when  it  was  in  building,  was  built  of  stone  made 
re^dy  befora  it.  was  brought  thither  :  so  tliat  there  waa  neith^( 

•  The  phce  wai  mount  Moriaft,  vtdMbU  Harm's  thrrtlilnft  floor.  The  time  trsis  four 
Sondreit  Md  etgkt*  jtOkri  9$ut  the  cbtidrefi  of  lw««l  c^me  vat  of  Egypt,  and  about  on*  thou> 
aaod  years  before  Christy  Solomon  ymUxf  je^rt  in  serrllnv  tb-  kingdom,  and  prepArinir  m»f 
itriab.  befcn  he  begU  fobfliJd  nlM  the  ptoif  which  ODd  by  Us  SfHKc  ^av«  to  I^ 

^  la  ChrtmUtn  we  find  tt  irat  one  hoiidred  aod  twenty  cubits  ih  height,  that  is,  t^r  timet 
Hhighae  the  tMdy  cCthe  teavle. 

i  The  chambers  round  about  .were  tbrca  stories  hlfch*  th'  narrow  windows  of  the  tempte 
were  above  the  Top  cif  thrm.  These  chambers  went  {rraduaily  broadrr  toward  the  tov,  beca^B^ 
the  waHs  oCthe  temple  warethicker  at  the  b^toas-  Tbene  was  a  bntrr's  Ave  cobm  high.  - 
which  the  beams  Itnr  die  ftrat  chambers  wrrc  laid,  and  so  or.  t«  rha  top.  These  chaoilKirs 
lar  prorision,  franklMcosei  aftd  ladf  ings  for  the  priests. 


on 

were 


; 
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hamiAaf  noi^  at  (nor]  mjr  tbb!  oF  if6n  Mai^  in  die  hotl^  tHiifaF 
it  was  in  building  ;  thty  were  -bo  velt  fitted  to  each  other  befhrt 
they  were  brought  there^  that  they  wanted  only  to  be  flat  together. 

8  The  do6r  for  the  middle  cfaathber  [vraai]  ih  the  right  side  of  tfatf 
house  :  and  they  went  tip  wiih  winding  stairs  into  the  middle 

9  [chambef ,]  and  otft  of  the  middle  itito  the  third.  So  he  built  the 
house,  and  finished  it ;  and'covehxl  the  house  with  beams  and 
boards  of  cedar  ;  it  hadavtuitedroof^  to  make  it  look  more  grakdy 
and  the  boatde  were  covered  with  eomt  metals  fierhafts  other, 

10  And  [then]  he  built  chathberft  against  all  the  house,  fite  elibits 
high  :  and  they  rested  on  the  house  with  timfaei'  of  cedar. 

Hercy  leat  SolOfnon  ehouid  think jhehotue  was  eojltm  tha$  it  vouU 
never  be  destroyed^  and  that  when   God  had  taken  /loeeeseian  ofU 
he  would  never  finrsake  hUfieofile^  lie  ie  reminded  that  the  farom* 
\\  ieeia  only  conditional.    And  the  ti^ord  of  the  LoltD  came  to  Sol* 
1 3  omon,  aayhig,  [Cooceming]  this  house  which  thou  art  in  build* 
ing,  IfthoU  wilt  walk  inmy  Matutes,  and  execute  my  judg- 
ments) and  keep  aM  my  cointftaiidnnlents  t*  walktvfliem  ;  thea 
will  I  perform  my.  word  with  thee,  which  t  spake  uotoDavid 
13  thy  fethel-:    (3  Sam.  vii.  13.    1  Chran.  xxii.  \0.)    And.  I  wiU 
dwell  among  die  children  of  Israel,  and  will  not  for^ke  my 
people  Israel.    He  here  intimatee  to  Solomon^  that  if  he  wqe.  not 
determined  to  obey  hia  laws^  he  had  better  not  firoceed  ;  /or  let  him. 
btdldex^er  eo  etrong^  it  would  be  demolished^  if  he  wom  dUibbedieni, 
The  building  of  the  temfUe  vkmld  never  excuse  him  or  the  peofde^  if 
they  Were  rebellious, 
\A      So  Sotomon  built  the  houiie,  and  Shished  it ;  which  is  an  tnii" 
15  motion  of  his  determination  to  observe  the  lawqfOod.'  ■  And  he 
built,  or  W€dnst6teflj  the  Walls  of  the  house  withih  wiQi  boards  rf 
cedar,  both  the  floor  of  the  house,  and  the  walls  of  the^ceiling,  or 
from  thefioor  of  the  house  unto  the  walls  :  [and]  he  covered  [them] 
on  the  inside  with  wood,  and  covered  the  floor  of  the  house  with 
planks  of  firj  that  iff,  the  most  holy  filaee^  firofierly  called  the  house^ 
because  there  the  divine  glory  resided^  and  the  answers  were  given 
\  6  from  thence.    And  he  built  twenty  cubits  on  the  sides  of  the 
house,  both  the  floor  and  the  walls  with  boards  of  cedar  :  he 
even  built  [them]  for  it  within,  [even]  for  the  orade,  [even]  for 
17  the  most  holy  [place.]    And  the  house,  that  [is,]  the  temj^ 
!«  before  it,  was  forty  cubits  [long.]     And  the  cedar  of  the  house 
within  [was]  carved  with  knops  and  open  flowers  :  all  [was] 
cedar ;  there  was  no  stone  seen, 
i9      Ax^  the  oracle  he  prepared  in  the  house  wttMn,  to  set  there 
SO  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord*    And  the  oraole  in  the 
fore  part  [was]  twenty  cubits  in  length,  and  twenty  tubits  in 
breadth,  and  twenty  cubits  io  the  height  thereof  t  and  he  overiaid 
it  with  pure  gold  beaten  into  filates  s  and  [so]  covti*ed  the  altar 
[which  was  of]  cedar,  that  isj  the  altar  of  incense  was  also  htrvered 
With  filates  (f  gold^  therefbre  called  the  golden  altars  ch.  vii.  48» 
i\  So  Solomon  overlaid  the  house  within  with  piire  gold  :  and  he 
9nade  a  partition  by  the  chunstoC  goI4  before  Ihe  orade  i  and 
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he  overlaid  it  with  eoU  ;  he  made  c  partbkn  between  the  holy  and 
inoet  hofyfUacef  in  the  middle  qf  which  there  wae  a  door^  and  <nfer 

23  m^hichaveii  or  curtain  wa9  hung  hy€ham»o/gold,  Andthenhde 
bouse  he  overkud  with  gold,  until  be  b«d  finished  all  the  houie  : 
also  the  whole  altar  qfincense  that  [was]  by  the  oracle^  he  over* 
laid  with  gold. 

123       And  within  the  oracle  he  made  two  cherubims  [of]  olive  tree» 

34  [each]  ten  cubits  hi^h.  And  five  cubits  [was]  the  one  vring  of 
the  cheruby  and  five  cubits  the  other  wing  of  the  cherub  :  from 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  one  wing  unto  the  uttermost  iMirt  of 

35  the  other  [were]  ten  cubits.  And  the  other  cherub  [was]  ten 
cubits :  both  the  cherubims  [were]  of  one  measure  and  one  size. 

-36  The  height  of  the  one  cherub  [was]  ten  cubitsy  and  so  [was  it} 

37  of  the  other  cherub.  And  he  set  the  cherubims  within  the  inner 
hou^e-:  and  they  stretched  forth  the  wings  of  the  cherubims,  so 
that  the  wingof  the«M  tonohed  tbe  [om]  wftUi  Mid  ti^^ving 
of  the  other  cherub  touched  the  other  wall;  and  their  wings 

38  touched  one  another  in  .the  midit  of  the  house.    And  he  over- 

39  laid  the  cherubims  with  gold.*  And  he  carved  all  the  wails  of 
the  house  round  about  with  carved  figures  of  cherubimsf  and 
palm  trees  and  open  flowers,  within  and  without,  denoting  that 

30  fUentf  which  Qed  would  benow  u^on  them  if  obedient.  And  the 
floor  of  the  Imuse  he  overlaid  nith  gold,  within  and  vrithout 

31  And  for  tbe  entering  of  the  orasie  he  made  doors  [of]  olive 
tree :  the  lintel  [and]  side  posts  [were]  a  ftfth  part  [of  the  waH,] 

33  a  Jlfthfiart  qf  the  whole  height.  The  two  doors  also  [were  of] 
olive  tree;  and  hfttarveduposi  them  carvings  of  cherubims  and 
palm  trees  and  open  Bowertt  ta^  overlaid  Ct£»m]  with  gokl»  end 

03  spread  gold  upon  the  cterubraa%and  upon  the  palm  trees*  So 
also  made  he  for  the  door  of  the  tempte  posts  [of]  ohve  tree^  a 

^4  feiurth  part  [of  the  wall.]  And  the  two  doors  [were  of]  fir  tree  t 
the  two  leaves  of  the  one  door  [were]  Mding,  and  the  twp  leav^es 

35  of  the  other  door  [were]  folding.  And  he  carved  [thereon] 
cherubims  and  pahn  trees  and  open  ikmars  i  and  covered  [them] 
with  g€»ld  fitted  upon  the  carved  work. 

36  And  he  buih  the  inner  court  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stoney 
and  a  row  of  eedar  beams4 

37  In  the  fourth  year  was  the  foundation  of  the  home  of  the 
•33  Loan  laid,  in  the^mosth  Zif :  And  In  the  eleventh  year,  in  the 

month  BqI,  which  [is]  the  eigMi  month,  was  the  house  finished 
throughout  aH  the  parts  therae^  and  accordii^;  to  all  the  foshion 
of  it.    So  was  he  seven  years  and  oome  Mttii  wore  in  bail^g  iu 

*  Vhf»  weMLitoo  nco  ^fto  mwtff  mbk  over  the  nrk  «r «mm7 jpl4  bat  tbete  were  mocli 
Ungrr;  what  their  shape  wa$  \%  uncertain;  tome  tmnk  it  wMhUman  ;  others,  thtt  they* 
•wevr  wtegtd  vum»  to  rntaat*  itvtnfth  «fid  ditidty*  It  it  9h«civfebk»  their  faect  wero 
turned  mw«rd  s  coosc^^ntly  they  stood  as  wonhippcrs,  and  wcare  not  therefore  the  ofcjecta 


tPirtiifctj  ia>.aeal<ii^tf>liwitDmiiiJ<ho|wwdf  theiiiiwniiof  — gtliiatarir 
Mcred  placii,  who  observed  thsir  devotions. 


4  Thb  mm  a  #aU  that  snamttd  the  court  of  i^  pticsts  from  the  pcQ|4ci  U  WM  thra* 
bib  Mgh,  that  the  peofto  night  eee  over  it  what  the  ^rleata  were  Mtaf  • 

Vol,  m.  F  f 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  room  for  a  fertile  fkticy  to  spiritualize  every  thing 
in  this  chapter.     But  it  is  better  to  forbear  it,  for  fear  of  dis^ 
lionouring  the  scripture^  and  substituting  fanciful  allusions  for  divitx: 
truths.    It  is  sufficient  in  general  to  observe^  that  every  thing  here 
is  suited  to  give  us  grand  ideas  of  God's  worship,  and  to  excite  rev- 
erence and  seriousness  in  the  worshippers  ;  in  particular,  the  most 
holy  place,  the  angels  drawn  about  it,  &c.    We  have  none  of  this 
pomp  and  splendor  to  engage  our  attention ;  but  we  have  brighter 
discoveries  of  the  nature  and  excellencies  of  God  to  assist  our  devo- 
tion :   God  is  a  ^fdrit^  and  they  that  xoorM/i  him  must  nvorshifi  hint  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  ;  then  the  worship  will  be  acceptable  wherever  it 
is  performed. 


CHAP.    VII. 

AJurther  account  tfSoiomon^s  buiicBn^Syandthefumitttre  of  the  ttmfUt, 

i  T3  UT  Solomon  was  buil^g  hit  own  hoiiae  thirteen  fean^ 
X)  and  he  finished  all  his  house ;  he  tHd  not  begin  his  emn  house 
tUl  he  had  Jimshed  the  temfUe,  thta  notiang  wight  intetfere  with 

d  that.  He  built  also  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebenea  ;*  the 
length  thereof  [was]  a  hundred  cubitSf  and  the  breadth  thereof 
fifty  cubits,  and  the  height  thereof  thirty  cnbit3»  upon  four  n>ws 

9  of  cedar  pillars,  with  cedar  beans  vipon  the  piyiuni*    And  [it 

was]  tovered  with  cedar  abore  upon  the  beams,  that  [lay]  oft 

«-  4  forty  five  pillars,  fifteen  [in]  a  raw.    And  [there  were]  windows 

[in]  three  rows,  and  light  [was]  agunst  light  [in]  three  rank*. 

'  5  Aifd  all  the  doors  and  posts  [were]  square,  with  the  windcyws : 

6  and  light  [was]  against  light  [in]  three  ranks.  And  he -made  a 
porch  of  pillars,  a  portico^  orpiaTza^for  hia  guards  who  attended 
him  to  be  under  cover. t  it  seems  probable  that  this  tnw  at  hie  pal* 
ace  at  Jerusalem  ;  tlie  lengcii  thereof  [was]  fifty  cubitSf  and  th^ 
breadth  thereof  thirty  cubits  :  and  the  porch  [was]  before  them : 
and  the  f other]  piHare  and  the  thick  beam  [were]  before  them. 

7  Then  he  made  a  porch  far  the  throne  where  he  mighi  jodge* 
[even]  the  porch  of  judgment,  where  he  was,  to  hear  and  deter- 

<  mine  causes :  and  [it  was]  covered  with  cedar  from  one  aide  of 
S  the  fioor  to  the  other.  And  hia  hoase  where  he  dwek  {Jiad] 
another  court  within  the  porch,  [which]  was  of  the  like  work  ; 
t/iis  was  another  buiidingy  adjoining  the  queen^s  pakiee,  SolbmoD 
made  also  an  house  for  Pharaoh^s  daughter^  whom  he  had  taken 
[to  wife,]  like  unto  this  porch.     //  was  customary  in' the  east /or 

■'  D  the  women  and  men  to  have  srfmrate  apartmentMm    AH  these  [were 

*  *  Some  inppose  this  was  a  conntry  s^at  in  Lebanon ;  bat  I  rather  thtnk  It  waa  near  Irro- 
•alem»  and  so  called,  beciose  it  was  principally  built  of  the  ced»r»  of  Lofaanoo.  in  3  r^ruib 
ix.  i&  we  find  that  he  put  the  g-sldcti  Khielda  there,  which  In  hit  ton's  time  the  kin^  Qi'£|g7|t 
took  away  whca  he  Came  aj(au»t  Jcruukm.    it  was  probably  a  msg^zlnc  for  anni. 
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^T]  co^y  BtoneSf  according  to  the  meatores  of  hewed  stones^ 

sawed  with  8aws»  within  and  without,  even  from  the  foundation 

tanto  the  coping,  and  [so]  on  the  outside  toward  the  great  court. 

lO   And  the  foundation  [was  of]  coatly  stones,  [even]  great  stones* 

stones  of  ten  cubits,  and  stones  of  eight  cubits,  very  large  and 

i  1    vaiuable,    Attd  above  [were]  costly  stones,  after  the  measures  bf 

13   hewed  stones,  and  cedars.    And  the  great  court  roundabout 

[was]  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stones,  and  avow  of  cedar  beams, 

both  for  the  inner  court  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  ^d  for  the 

porch  of  the  house. 

4  3       And  king  Solomon  sent  and  fetched  Hiram  out  of  Tyre.^ 

i4   He  [was]  a  widow's  son  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  bis  father 

[was]  a  nan  of  Tyre,  a  worker  in  brass  :  and  he  was  filled  with 

wisdom,  and  understanding,  and  cunning  to  work  all  works  in 

iMsas.  '  And  be  cane  t»  kiog  Solonion»  and  wvoiigbt  all-  his 

work.    He  wa9  a  num  tfextraordinafy  MU^  tmd  guve  him  remark» 

1 5  able  a9mtance  in  these  great  vorkt.  For  he  cast  two  pillars  of 
brass,  of  eighteen  cubits  high  apiece  :  and  a  iine  of  twelve  cu- 
bits did  compass  either  of  them  about.     They  were  two  yards  in 

1 6  diameter^  and  had  beautiful  omamenta  about  thenu  And  he  made 
two  chapiters  [<^  moken  brass,  to  set  upon  the  tops  of  the 
pillars  s  the  height  of  the  one  chapiter  £waa]  five  cubits,  and  the 

17  height  of  the  ^ther  chapiter  [was]  five  cubits;  [And]  nets  of 
checker  work,  and  wreaths  of  chain  work,  fi»r  the  chapiters 
which  [were]  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars  ;  seven  for  the  one 

iS  chapiter,  and  seven  for  the  other  chapiter.  And  he  made.ths 
pillars,  and  two  rows  round  about  upon  the  one  nettnoiie^  to 
cover  the  chapiters  that  [were]  upon  the  top,  with  pomegrao^ 

Id  ales :  and  so  did  he  ibr  the  other  chapiter.  And  the  chapiters 
that  [were]  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars,  [were]  of  lily  work  in 

20  the  porch,  four  cubits.  And  the  chapiters  upon  the  two  pillars 
[bad  pomegranates]  also  above,  over  against  the  belly  which 
[was]  by  the  net  wiark :  and  the  pomeg^ranates  [were]  two  hun- 

2  i  disd  in  rows  round  sInhu  upon  the  other  chapiter.  And  he  set 
up  the  piHars  in  the  porch  of  the  temple ;  and  he  set  up.  the 
right  pUla*,  and  called  the  name  thereof  Jachin,  that  it,  he  shaU 
establish  :  and  he  set  up  the  left  pillar,  and  called  the  name 

S2  theroofBoaZf  Italia,  nttr  it  «lren^rA.t  And  upon  the  top  of  the 
pillars  [was]  lily  work  t  so  was  the  work  of  the  pillars  finished^ 

$3  And  he  made  a  mdten  sea,  ten  cubits  from  the  one  brini  to 
the  other  :  [it  was]  round  all  about,  and  his  height  [was]  five 
cubits :  and  a  line  of  thirty  cubits  did  compass  it  round  about. 

94  And  under  the  brim  of  it  round  about  [there  were]  knops  com« 
passing  it,  ten  in  a  cubit,  compasung  the  sea  round  about :  the 

35  ksops  [were]  cast  in  two  rows,  when  it  was  cast.  It  stood  upon 
twelve  QxeOf  three  looking  toward  the  norths  and  three  lo^ang^* 

*  la  9  ehn^*  hr,  ti.  he  It  ealleil  Hurwm. 

*' 

T  Thoe  were  not  to  rapport  any  of  the  boildins,  bat  were  dettmed  for  ornaments,  and  ta^ 
1>e  significant  mementos  to  the  worshippers  to  leofc  to  God  for  asMStaace  and  strength ;  M 
were  also  an  ezpmsioa  of  Solomon's  expcctatloiw  that  Ood  would  ttrngthcQ  hi*  FfiOrttwW,. 
atahl^h  the  tcsifk.  #  '^^"^^^ 
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tovrifdthe  ^iv^nt^  tad  Hhret  looking  tomrd  the  MMthi nd  ttiree 
looldng  toward  the  east :  and  the  sea  [iras  set]  above  upon  them, 

95  and  all  their  hmder  parts  [were]  inward.  And  it  [was]  sn  hand 
breadth  thicks  and  the  brim  thereof  was  wrought  like  the  brim 
of  a  cup,  with  flowers  of  lilies  i  it  eontuned  two  thousuid  baths.* 

Sf  And  he  made  ten  bates^  or  •tmttUy  of  brass,  with  wkeek^  ,fi^ 
the  tcnvemtnce  <tf moving  it/rom/ilaee  tofUace  ;  four  culnts  [was] 
the  length  of  one  base,  and  four  cubits  the  breadth  thereof,  and 

58  three  culxts  the  height  of  it.  And  the  woiic  of  the  bases  [was] 
on  this  [manner  :]  tiiey  had  borders,  and  the  borders  [were] 

59  between  the  ledges  :  And  oh  the  borders  that  [were]  between 
the  ledges  [were]  lions,  oxen,  and  oherubhns  ;  and  upon  the 
ledges  [there  was]  a  hue  above :  and  beneath  the  lions  and 

8i  oxen  [were]  certain  additions  made  of  thin  work.  And  every 
base  had  fbor  braaen  iHieels,  and  plates  of  farasa  i  and  the  four 
comers  thereof  had  undersetters  :  under  the  laver  [were]  un« 

$1  dersetters  molten,  at  the  side  of  every  addition.  And  the  mouth 
of  it  within  the  chapiter  and  above  [was]  a  cubit :  but  the  mouth 
tiiereof  [tras]  round  [after]  the  work  of  the  baso^  a  cubit  and  an 
lutf :  1^  also  upon  tiie  mouth  of  it  [were]  gravings  with  their 

'9t  bordor%  foinr  square,  not  round.  And  under  the  borders  [were] 
ftor  wheds ;  i^  the  axletreea  of  the  vdieeh  [were  joined]  to 
the  baae  :  umI  the  height  of  a  wheel  [was]  a  cubit  and  half  a 

iS  cubit*  And  the  laork  of  the  wheels  [was]  like  the  work  of  a 
chariot  viHhod :  their  aidelrees  and  their  naves,  and  their  feUoes, 

M  and  their  cpokes  [were]  all  molten.  And  [there  were]  four 
undersetters  to  the  four  comere  of  one  base  t  [and]  the  under* 

95  aelteri  [were]  of  the  very  base  itself.  And  in  the  top  of  the 
hose  [was  there]  a  round  compaaa  of  half  a  cubit  high  :  and  on 
the  top  of  the  hase  the  .ledges  thereof  and  the  borders  thereof 

*96  [were]  of  the  same.  For  on  the  plates  of  the  ledges  ther«^ 
and  on  the  borders  thereof,  he  graved  chembtms,  lions,  and 
pabn  trees  t  according  to  the  proportion  of  every  one,  and  addi* 

'  9t  tions  round  about.  After  this  [manner]  he  made  the  ten  bases  < 
ail  of  theifo  had  tMie  castings  one  measure,  [and]  one  site. 

98  Then  made  he  ten  lavera,  or  waahing  vetseitj  of  brass,  which 
wtre  placed  on  th^  ten  Honda  one  kver  contained  forty  baths, 
oAonr  Jhc  harreU  :  [and]  every  laver  was  four  cubiU :  [and} 

39^  tipoA  eveiyone  of  the  ten  bases  one  laver.    And  he  put  five 

bases  on  the  right  side  of  the  house,  and  five  on  the  left  side  of 

«   Che  house  x  arid  he  net  the  sea  on  the  right  side  of  the  house 

•astwiardi  over  against  the  sou^. 

.•40      And  mmmmsde  the  kvera,  and  the  shavels,/ar  Oejlrr,  and 

•    iAii^\mm3ta^  to  receive  the  Hood  ff  the  oacrijice^    So  Hirsm  snade 

'     anend  ofddngaU  the  work  that  he  made  king  Solomm  for  the 

41  haiMO  oCtb^  iMn ;  Th6tiiopiHara»a«ithe[two]bo«is«ftbe 

•ThbiMMateiixttcnfeetkidiaiBeter,  andtaldocM  ««fO  handra*»A  iftybv. 

It  ^tt  til*  baunen  of  the  Nethinhnt,  the  remnant  of  the  Olb^nttes,  to  fi*!  It.    It  «n 

nr  rndSof  the  nerSioB«  and  the  bands  and  feet  of  the  Lcvltet ;  for  which  porMae  th» 

iromeMt  Of  pipes  at  the  bot^Miu  It.  itooAtieoa  tv^bre  ox9«  wlUpK  wera  boBia  v^ 
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ditpitert  HkM  [were]  on  the  top  of  the  two  piflm ;  and  the  two 
aet weiks»  to  cover  the  two  bowle  of  the  chi^iters  which  [werej 
4S  upoD  the  top  of  the  piUan ;  Aiad  fiour  huxMlred  pomegirRnates  for 
the  two  D^worki»  [even]  two  rows  of  pomegranates  ibr  one  net* 
work*)  to  cover  the  two  bowls  of  the  diaphevs  that  [were]  upon 

43  the  pillars  ;  And  the  ten  baaes,  and  ten  lavers  on  the  bases  i 

44  And  one  sea^  and  twelve  oxen  imder  the  sea :  And  the  pots,  io 

45  bidl  thepmriM  ^ihefieacc  ^rmg  which  were  oUewed  to  tkefirieeif 
and  the  shovtlS)  and  the  bEiions  $  and  all  these  vessels  which 
Hiram  made  to  king  Solomcn  for  the  house  of  the  Loan,  [were 

44  of]  bright  brasa*  all  mode  ^f  the  heet  po&ehed  bra^e.  In  the  plain 
of  Jordan  did  the  king  cast  them,  in  the  clay  ground  between 
Succoth  and  Zarthan*  that  being  aprafier  place  to  make  the  mculde. 

47  And  SoloflMm  left  all  the  vessels  [unwdghed,]  because  they 
were,  exceeding  many  ;  neither  was  the  weight  of  the  brass 
found  out ;  it  vhu  «o  great j  that  keeping  an  exact  aecouiU  tnos 
burdeneome  ;  and  the  worianen  were  aUhoneet  andfait^fuL 

4«  And  fiiAinflii  nadt  idl  the  vosmIs  that  [pertidned]  imto  the 
house  of  the  Loan,  according  to  the  pattern  given  him  by  David 
from  God  j  (1  Chron,  xxviii.  19.)  the  altar  of  goldy  and  the  table 

49  of  gold)  whereupon  the  shew  bread  [was,]  Mxod.  xxv.  30.  And 
the  candlesticks  of  pure  gold»  the  large  econceo  or  brancheoj  five 
on  the  right  [side,]  and  five  on  the  left)  before  the  orade^  with 

50  the  flowers  and  the  lamj^  and  the  longs  [ef  ]  gohl,  And  the         « 
bowls,  and  the  snuffers,  and  the  basons,  and  the  qpoons,  and  the         \ 
censers  [(^  pure  gold ;  and  the  hinges  [of]  gold,  [both]  for 

the  doors  of  the  inner  honse,  the  most  holy  [place,  and]  (» tho 
doors  of  the  house,  [to  wit^]  of  the  temple ;  that  every  thing 
wight  be  oUke  magn^eai^  even  the  hingee  qf  the  dooro  were  qT 
$1  gold.  So  was  ended  all  the  work  that  king  Solomon  made  for 
the  house  of  the  Loan.  And  Solomon  brought  in  the  thinga 
which  David  his  fitther  bad  dedicated  ;  [even]  the  ulver,  and 
the  gold,  and  the  vessels,  did  he  put  among  the  treasures  of  ^o 
house  of  the  Loan ;  that  t#,  what  remained  above  what  woo  cwi* 
aumedinthe  teatfde  i  and  Ukewiee  the  remahte  tfthe  tabemaekm 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  ALL  this  weahh,  splendor,  and  magnificence,  was  intend* 
XJl  ed  to  exdte  veneration  in  the  worshippers,  and  to  prevent 
idolatry.  The  temples  of  idols  were  splendid,  and  seduced  many 
that  were  led  away  by  the  sight  of  the  eye  ;  but  none  were  so  gk>» 
vious  as  this  temple.  AU  me  pains  and  expense  Solomon  was  atf 
suggest  to  us,  how  ready  we  should  be  to  honour  the  Lord  with  our 
aubetaneej  and  devote  our  vrealth  to  his  service.  Grand  and  sump* 
toons  dmrches  are  of  no  real  service  now  ;  but  every  thing  oug^t 
to  be  decent  and  convenient.  To  contribute,  to  mpplj  our  hreth* 
ten  with  such  places,  is  an  important  and  ezeellent  charity.  Solo^k 
mon  did  not  build  his  own  till  he  had  fiiushed  God's  houit*  Ha 
should  haye  the  firit  and  best  of  ^ur  services. 


23^  I.  KINGS.    YIII. 

2.  Whatever  we  do  to  support  the  house  and  worship  of  Godt 
wo  should  look  to  hitn  for  assistance  and  strength.  The  two  pillars 
Jacliin  and  Boaz,  suggest  this  thought  to  us.  While  we  keep  dose 
to  him  and  his  worships  we  may  hope  for  a  continuance  of  his  fa- 
vours. He  will  guard  our  temples  in  peace,  and  strengthen  the 
heart  of  every  sincere  and  homble  worshipper. 

3.  The  frequent  washing,  for  which  the  laver  was  designed,  is 
often  represented  in  scripture  as  an  emhlem  of  that  purity  and  ht^ 
liness,  which,  G<id  under  the  gospel  requires  of  his  worshi|^rs. 
It  is  not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  flesh  only  :  but  it  con- 
sists in  washiivg  the  heart  from  all  wickedness ;  in  having  clean 
hands,  free  from  every  act  of  injustice,  dishonesty,  and  every  thing 
contrary  to  Gospel  purity.  If  we  desire  the  acceptance  of  our 
prayers  and  services,  let  us  wash  our  hands  in  innocency,  and  hum* 
biy  seek  acceptance  thtsough  the  blood  of  Christ,,  vfAich  cUtptMeth 
from  all  dn. 

CHAP.    Vm.    1—30. 

The  bringing  f^f  the  ark  into  the  temfile^  and  ite  solemn  defHcation  ; 
Solowioi^B  addrioo  to-  the  fieople  on  the  nature  and  deeign  <^  thi^ 
appearance  $  and  hie  prayer  to  Oo<f • 

1  np*  HEN  Solomon  assembled  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  all 

X     the  heads  of  the  tribes,  the  chief  of  tlie  Others  of  the 

ciiildren  of  Israel,  unto  king  Solomon  in  Jerusalem^  that  they 

mi(;ht  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the 

.  2  city  of  David,  which  [is]  Zion.*  And  all  the  .men  of  Israel 
assembled  themselves  unto  king  Solomon,  muititudee  of  the  com^ 
mon  people^  a*  well  as  the  grandee^^  at  the  feast  in  the  month 

.     £thanim«  which  [is}  the  seventh  month,  that  isj  at  the  feast  of 

.  3  ioAernaclcf.  And  all  the  elders  of  Israel  came,  and  the  priests 
.  took  up  the  ark.  It  vw  pi-operly  the  bu^inees  qf  the  Levitee  to 
carry  the  ark^  but  the  priests  did  it  on  some  extraordinary  occa» 
4  sionsy  as  hercy  when  the  ark  was  to  be  fixed.  And  they  brought 
up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the  tabernacle  of  the  congr^^- 
tion,  that  which  Moses  made^  (ExodiM  xxxvi.  Z,)  vfhieh  they  now 
laid  itp  in  the  temple^  as  a  sacred  motiunientj  never  to  be  remwed 
againy  and  all  the  holy  vessels  that  [were]  in  the  tabernacle,  aU 
the  utensils  belonging  to  it^  and  holy  vessels^  the  candlesticks^  table^ 

'  5  Hfci  even  those  did  the  priests  and  the  Levites  bring  up.  And 
king  Solomon,  and  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  tlutt  were  as* 
sembled  unto  him,  [were]  with  him  before  the  ark,  sacrificing, 
sheep,  and  oxen,  that  could  not  be  told  nor  numbered  for  multi-> 

•  Tr^«  5cn<^ra.il7  inppo^c*!  that  this  was  the  year  of  jnbilee*  when  there  was  a  Kre.itrr  con- 
•atirse  pf  pjeeplc  at  Jrnitalem.  and  it  was  k  seaMMi  df  fj^reat  J  oj.  He  asierobted  all  the  princrm- 
nf  th'j  tri(>cs,  the  heads  of  f;unilies  or  ctaos  ;  ami  thetr  business  was  to  bring  up  the  ark  {tons 
Zinn.  t)Kit  p4rt  of  «hc  city  which  David  had  built,  to  moont  Morbh,  where  ttib  teinni^  now 
it  j«! ;  till  iluK  iLiie«  the  tempjf  was  an  houK  wUboot  u  inhabitsab 
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'  tadft.  There  •  vkif  a  gtand  ftroceMnon^  vfhick  ntoftfied  at  pertain 
fUaces  to  offer  eacrifice^^  either  on  the  groundy  or  on  altars  occo" 

^  Hanatly  erected*  And  the  priesta  brought  in  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  unto  his  place)  into  the  oracle  of  the  house 
to  the  most  holy  [place^  eyen]  under  the  wings  of  the  cheri]* 
bims  ;  it  vhu  brought  into  the  most  holy  place,  and  fixed  between 

T  the  cherMma,  under  their  spreading  wings^  For  the  chentbinis 
spread  forth  [their]  two  wings  over  the  place  of  the  ark,  and  the 

•  cheruhims  coveted  the  ark  and  the  staves  thereof  above.  And 
they  drew  out  the  staves  by  which  it  was  carried,  that  the  ends 
of  thetstaves  were  seen  out  in  the  holy  [place]  before  the  oracle  i 
0r,  as  it  is  in  2  Chron,  v.  9.  on  the  outside  of  the  ark,  at  a  din* 
taneefirom  it  $  v>hi€h  woidd  be  a  guide  to  the  priest  when  he  went 
in  on  the  day  ^  atonement  to  sprinkle  the  blood,  the  oracle  being' 
0bnrk,  except  what  Ught  the  cloud  of  glory  occasioned^  which  he  was 
not  to  look  upon  ;  and  they  were  not  seen  without,  in  the  holy 
place  strictly  so  called  :  and  there  they  are  unto  this  day)  so  long 

9  as  the  temple  stood,  [There  was]  nothing  in  the  ark  save  the 
two  tables  of  stone,  which  Moses  put  there  at  Horeb,  when  the 
Loan  made  [a  covenant]  with  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they 
came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  for  AaxoiCs  rod,  and  the  pot  of 
manna,  were  by  the  side  qf  it, 

\0  And  it  came  to  paam  when"  the  priests  were  come  out  of  the 
holy  {place,}  that  the  cloud  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord,  'who 
now  came  to  take  possession  of  the  house  by  the  cloud,  which  was  . 

11  the  symbol  <f  his  presence,  (see  3  Chron,  v.  11,  Ufc.)  So  that 
the  priests  could  not  stand  to  minister  because  of  the  x:biid  s 
for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord.* 

1 2  Then  spake  Solomon,  to  encourage  them  and  dissi/uue  their  fears. 
The  Lord  said  that  he  would  dwell,  in  the  thick  darkness«t 

IS  I  have  surely  built  thee  an  house  to  dwell  in,  a  settled  place  for 
thee  to  abide  in  for  ever  ;  he  welcomed  this  token  of  Gq4*9  fires* 
ence  and  approbation,  and  begged  that  he  would  accept  it  as  his 

14  own,  and  dwell  in  it  for  ever.  And  the  king  turned  bis  face 
about4  and  blessed  all  the  congregaOipn  of  Israel :  (and  all  the 

15  congregation  of  Israel  stood  ;)  Anci  he  said»  Blessed  [be]  thf 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  spake  with  his  inouth  unto  David 

16  my  father,  and  hath  with  his  hand  fulfilled  [i^]  saying.  Since 
the  dtiy  that  I  brought  fi>rth  my  people  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  T 
chose  no  city,  no  particular  place,  out  of  all  the  tribes  ol  Israel 
to  build  an  house,  that  .my  name  might  be  therein ;  but  I  chose 
David  to, be  over  my  people  Israel,  and  showed  him  the  placf 

17  that  I  deseed.    And  it  was  in  the  heart  of  David  my  fathitr  tc^ 


t  H^lndm  eShit  tald  ■o'.M  nU  ht»»iipearatpc&  had  been  laa  cload«  on  mount  Sinai  anA  in 
the  wiUlrrneM,  and  un  the  ubarnadc.  ' 

J  He  stood  on  %  scaSbId  ofbra^,  in  the  coUrt  Icfore  the  !'.ou?f  cf  i!.e  lord. 
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18  h^A  ftii  ho«lse  for  tfati  name  of  the  Lord  Go»  of  Israd.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  David  tny  &ther,  >  Whereas  it  ivaa  in  tkiae 
heart  to  Imild  an  house  unto  my  name,  thou  cfidat  well  that  it  weaa 

1^  in  thine  heart.  Neveithelesa  thou  shalt  not  buiM  the  bouse  ; 
but  thy  son  that  shall  come  forth-out  of  thy  louiSy  be  shall  buiU 

30  the  house  unto  my  name.  And  the  Loaj»  hath  performed  hit 
word  that  he  spake,  JulJIUed  hU  ftromitt  m  giving  him  m,  H^ 
and  I  am  risen  up  in^e  room  of  David  my  fttfacr,  attd  sit  on 
the  throne  of  Israel,  as' the  Lord  promised,  and  kftve  bulk  an 
house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  vAo  htuh  envied 

21  me  to  execute  t/Ue  deaign.  And  I  have  set  there  a  place  for  the 
ark»  wherein  [is]  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  which  he  made 
with  our  fathers,  when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  bmd  of 
Egypt )  that  t9,  the  table  of  the  covenant  which  containei  the 
tenure  dy  which  they  held  the  limd  qf  Cafuupty  and  the  ruin  tf 
their  duty^ 

9S  And  Solomon  stood  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord*  in  the  pres- 
ence of  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  spread  forth  his 

13  hands  toward  heaven  s  And  he  said,  Lotxl  God  of  Israel,  [there 
is]  no  God  13ie  thee,  in  heaven  above,  or  on  earth  beneathf 
who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy  with  thy  servants  that  walk 

84  before  thee  with  all  their  heart  s  Who  hast  kept  with  thy 
servant  David  my  father  that  thou  promisedst  him  :  thota 
spakest  also  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast  fulfilled  [it]  iifith  thtne 

85  hand,  as  [it  is]  this  day.  Therefore  now,  Lord  God  of 
Israel  keep  with  thy  servant  David  my  father  that  thou  promii- 
edst  him)  saying,  There  shall  not  ftil  thee  a  man  In  my  sight 
to  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel ;  so  that  thy  children  take  heed 
to  their  way,  that  they  walk  before  me  as  thou  hast  walked  b6> 

86  fore  me.  And  now,  O  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee, 
be  verified,  which  thon  ^akest  unto  thy  servant  David  iliy 
lather  %  entreating  that  Ood  would  Juifil  what  remained  to  He 
posterity y  and  that  the  government  (^  leraei  mfght  continue  in  hie 
/amUy.    He  then  breaks  out  into  high  admiration  tfthe  condeoceri-' 

'  ekn  and  grace  ofGod^t*  dwelling  with  men^  andvoucha^ing  them 

87  the  tokene  ^  Me  fireetkte.  But  will  God  indeed  dwell  on  the 
earth  ?  behold,  the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain 
thee  ;  how  much  less  this  house  that  I  have  butlded  ?  uicknowt* 
edging  that  God  wae  injimie  andimmeneej  ieet  the  fteofde  ehouki 
imagine  that  Jehovah  5fMP»  like  the  heathen  goda^  confined  to  one 
place  s  the  higheet  heavena^  alt  the  wortde  o/  light  and  glory ^  could 

98  not  comprehend  or  contain  him.  Yet,  though  thou  art  present 
every  where^  have  thou  respect  unto  the  nrayer  of  thy  servatN, 
and  to  his  supplication,  O  Lord  my  God,  to  hearken  tuito  the 
cry  and  to  the  prayer,  which  th/  servant  prayeth  before  thee 

89  today  :  That  thine  eyes  may  be  onen  toward  this  house  night 
•nd  dayi  [even]  toward  the  place  ot  which  thou  hast  saidy  My 


.   Ji^."?>' ^^''''^  "^  ^^^i^*^  ^  "^i"^' ^><*^  I'v  fa^^ 

ferdl  hi«  hnSi ;  and  alterwtfd  frU  oohla  knees,  m  th«  nott  praper  flMtare  Ar  arayer,  wA 
fklt^tthariBttitoUtpiMisettonifUi  ^ 
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tianie  liudi  be  thete :  ih^^t  thao  omy^  l^enitai  wto  the  prayer 
$0  "whicb  thy  senraot  shaii  make  towand  this  place.*  A&d  hearken 
thou  to  the  supplication  of  thy  seryant*  and  of  thy  people  laraely 
'When  th&j  shall  pray  toward  this  place :  and  hear  thou  in  heaveti 
thy  dwelling  place  i  and^  when  thou  hearest,  forgive  ;  to  fire* 
'vtnt  any  wrong  nodant  qfGodf  he  adda^  Hear  in  heavfitf  the  re»^ 
tienceqfthy  kHgkeet  glory ^  n^  which  thU  to  but  an  emblem^  and 
Jhrifive  i  because  oki  witi  fircpciu  the  acceptance  and  euccen  <lf 
lo^prayerek 

REBtECTIONS. 

1.  Y  T  is  the  dtityi^htmotir  bfthe  children  of  good  men  tt>  pur-' 
JL  sue  their  pioUft  schemes*  and  comfAete  the^good  works  the/ 
began  :  so  Solomon  did ;  and  he  speaks  of  it  with  peculiar  pleasure 
and  satis&ction)  and  thankAilness  to  Ood^  who  enable  him  to  do 
it*  It  is  no  dishonour  to  bmld  on  a  good  foundation  )  but  a  great 
disgrace  when  the  children  of  God's  people  degeneratCy  and  do  not 
tmrsue  the  good  designs  of  their  parents^ 

2.  The  thick  darkness,  in  which  God  appeared,  was  an  emblem 
of  the  darkness  of  that  dispensation,  in  which  there  was  so  much  of 
types  and  shadows  and  obscurity.  Rsys  of  ^ory  Indeed  broke  oaC» 
but  their  minds  were  terrified  and  enslaved  by  it.    Let  us  bless  God 

-for  the  brighter  dispensation  of  the  gospel ;  where  we  ali^  with  ofiett 
Jace  beholSng  the  glory  <f  the  Lord^  are  changed  into  his  image f  front 
glory  to  glory  ^  by  the  Sfdrit  of  the  Lord, 

3.  We  should  remember,  that  good  designs  and  intetitiobs  aro 
approved  and  commended  by  God,  though  he  gives  not  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  putting  them  into  execution.  David  did  well  in  that  it 
^vas  in  his  heart  to  build  a  house  Jor  God,  This  is  an  encouragemen€ 
to  us  to  be  laying  schemes  for  his  glory' ;  nevertheless  good  znten* 
tions  are  but  hypocrisy  without  vigorous  endeavours.  If  the  heart 
be  intent  upon  serving  God,  and  the  hands  diligently  employed  in 
his  work,  and  if  there  be  a  wiiUng  ndndy  it  is  aceefited  according  towhat^ 
a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  what  he  hath  not, 

4.  Solomon,  with  all  his  wealth  and  magnificence,  never  looked 
so  tnily  great  and  glorious,  as  he  did  in  the  attitude  in  which  this 
chapter  represents  him.  He  was  great  on  the  throne,  on  the  bench 
of  justice,  in  his  buildings,  furniture  and  equipage;  but  never  so 
truly  illustrious,  as  when  prostrating  himself  before  God,  and  lead* 
ing  the  devotions  of  Israel.  It  was  for  his  honour  that  he  could 
pray,  and  suit  his  petitions  to  the  occasion  with  so  much  propriety 
and  affection.  It  was  for  his  honour  that  he  was  willing  to  pray 
before  this  vast  congregation,  and  did  not  turn  ov^r  the  work  to  an 
Inferior  person.  The  reverence  of  his  posture,  and  the  devotion  of 
his  heart,  are  worthy  tlie  imitation  of  the  greatest  men. 

*  The  people  In  the  coort  worthlpped  toward  the  oracle,  where  the  tymbal  of  the  divina^ 
preaenee  reetdod ;  and  bi  other pataa  ortbcconotry  they  looked  toward»cbe  tnopki  ao  Paoiel 
did  in  Bab)rlon>  Daitid  ▼&.  to.    Hence  we  vead  lo  Often  wnawihippint  trward  4hf  itS^f$ m 
c  an  txprcflylM  «f  chdr  ftUh  ia  }«h«««b«  urbo  dwelt  Uiare. 

Vol.  hi.  G  g 
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5.  God's  promises  to  us  shotitd  encourage  our  prayers.  TtS^ 
Solomon  maJces  use  of  as  a  plea  in  his  prayer  ;  |;rounding  his  peCf-^ 
tion  for  farour  and  mercy  to  the  land,  in  the  Tanous  circumstances 
that  might  occur,  on  what  was  sard  to  David  and  of  Israel.  God^ 
promises  are  to  g^ide  our  devodons,  to  ^rect  us  what  to  pray  fery 
and  to  excite  our  hope  that  he  wiH  graciously  hear  eur  8UppficatioD% 
and  send  an  answer  of  peace. 

'  6.  It  becomes  us,  whenever  we  approach  to  God,  to  renesQiber 
his  immensity  and  omnipresence.  This  will  prevent  rudeness  and 
presumption,  and  fill  our  hearts  with  an  awful  sense  of  the  Majesty 
we  address  ;  it  will  lead  U9  to  admire  his  condescension  and  gracey 
in  permitting  our  approach  to  him,  vho  is  a  sfdrit^  and  mutt  be  wor^ 
sMpfiedin  spirit  and  in  truth.  We  riieuld  pwticulariy  reooOeorf 
that  he  knows  our  thoughts^  and  therefore  should  be  serious  and 
sincere.  He  knows  the  plague  of  oar  hearts^  and  allows  ys  to 
•  spread  our  sins  and  our  sorrows  before  him.  He  knows  hew  to 
support  us  under  every  burden  ;  to  take  it  away^  or  te  cure  eveiy 
plague  and  grief,  both  of  body  and  mind. 


CHAP,    VUL  81,  to  the  end- 

AcontinuaHon(if86hnwnU  prayer  ;  kia  Uesnng  the  people  s  ami  the 
sacrijice  and /east  which  followed  the  dedteation, 

%\  TF  any  -nian>  tsespass  against  his  neighbour,  and  an  oatbbe  hat 
X  upon  him  to  cause  him  to  swear,  M)d  the  oath  come  before 

33  thine  altar  in  this  house  :  Then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  dor 
and  judge  thy  servants,  eondemmng  the  wicked  to  bring>  his  way 
upon  his  h^ul ;.  and  justifying  the  righteous,  to  give  hi» 
according  to  his*  rigphteousness ;  if  a  man  denies  what  was  lent 
or  committed  to  him  hy  his  neighbour^  and^  there  being,  no  witnesSf 
he  is  called  upon  to  purge  himse(f6y  an  oathy  and  to  touch  the 

33  altar  J  then  do  thou  plainly  shorn  who  has  right  on  his  side^  WhcD 
thy  people  Israel  be  smitten  down  before  the  enemy,  becaudb 
they  have  sinned  against  thee,  and  shall  tui'n  again  to  thee,  and 
confess  thy  name,  and  pray,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee 
in  this4iouse,  or  rather^  toward  this  house  ^  when  they  confess  the 
justice  of  their  punishment,  renounce  their  false  godsy  and  turn  to 

34  thee  r  Then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy 
people  Israel,  and  bring  them  again  out  <if  their  captivity  unto 

35  the  land  which  thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers^  When  heaven 
is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain,  because  they  have  »nned  against 
thee  ;  if  they  pray  toward  this  place,  and  coaJesss  thy  name^ 
and  turn  from  their  sin^  when  thou  affiictest  them,  withotd 

36  which  they  cannot  hope  fir  mercy  z  Then  hear  thou  in  heaveor 
and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy  servants,  and  of  thy  people  Israel> 
that  thou  teach  them- the  good  way  wherein  they  should  walk» 
and  ^ve  rain  upon  thy  land  which  thou  hast  given  to  thy  peepfe 
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fiir  01  kilieritaiice  ;  fint  by  th$f  grace  make  tbem  tetter^  and  then 

S9  ghfe  them  rain  in  iie  9eaeon»    If  there  be  in  the  land  &mine,  if 

there  be  pestilence,  blasting)  mildewy  locust  [or]  if  there  be  cat- 

erpiUer ;  if  their  enemy  besiege  them  in  the  land  of  llieir 

cities  $  whatsoever  plague*  whatsoever  sickness  [there  be  ;] 

^4  What  prayer  and  supplication  soever  be  [made]  by  any  man» 

a/ttf  fiarticuiar /lersofiy  [or]  by  ail  thy  people  Israel)  by  any  town 

arcityyWbOf  6eing  ^ffUcteti^  ebaU  join  together  in  their  prayere^ 

which  shall  know  every  man  the  plague  of  his  own  heart,*  vhen 

he  piakeea  wiemn  moan  for  any  thmg  that  ties  heavy  t^fion  his 

S9  eftirite^  and  spread  forth  his  hands  toward  this  house  :  Then 

hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  forgive,  and  do,  and 

give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  whose  heart  Ihou 

knowest  ;  (for  thou,  [even]  thou  only,  knowest  the  hearts  of  all 

the  chikleen  of  men ;)  if  hie  heart  i$  vfiright^  grant  hie  requ^ 

fir  theu  eanet  not  be  deceived  with  wordsy  but  wilt  give  according 

40  to  ike  sincerity  qfour  repentance  ;  That  they  may  &ar  thee  all 
the  days  that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou  gavest  unto  our 
fathers  ;  he  led  by  thy^odneee  to  eerve  thee  reHgiouely^  and  not 
return  ioftUty.    He  then  f^ene  thefidneee  qfhie  benevolent  hea$f 

41  in  ftrayingfir  etrangere*  Moreover  concerning  a  stranger,  that 
[is]  net  of  thy  pec^e  Israel,  but  cometh  out  of  a  &r  country  for 
thy  name*s  sake  ;  who  hear  the/ame  of  thy  greatneee  andgoodneeSf 
atUL  are  di^ioeedto  come  to  Jerusalem  to  worehifi  God^  and  become 

43  proethftee  to  Me  region  i  (For  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great  namet 
and  of  thy  strong  hand,  and  of  thy  stretched  out  arm  ;}  when  he 

43  shall  come  vid  pray  toward  this  house ;  Hear  thou  in  heaven 
thy  dwelling  plaoe,  to  encourage  them^  and  prove  thy  divinity  j  and 
thy  relation  t^  Urael,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger 
caUeth  to  thee  for  :  that  all  people  of  the  earth  may  know  thy 
name,  to  fear  thee,  as  [do]  thy  people  Israel ;  and  that  they  may 
know  that  this  house,  which  I  have  builded,  is  called  by  thy 
rmmefbeionge  to  thee,  hoe  thy  gracious  presence  in  ity  and  i^my 

,  carry  a  good  report  backf  and  so  spread  thy  name  and  thy  glory. 

44  If  thy  people  go  out  to  inttle  against  their  enemy,  whithersoever 
thou  shalt  send  them,  and  shall  pray  unto  the  Lobd  toward  the 
city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  juod  [toward]  the  house  that  I  have 

45  buUt  for  thy  name  :  Then  hear  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer  and 

46  their  supplication,  and  maintain  their  cause.  If  they  sin  against 
thee,  if  they  revolt  from  theci  (^^  [there  is]  no  man  that  Mni>f>iH 
not)  the  general  depravity  if  human  nature  makes  me  fear  they 
willf  f  which  he  urges  as  an  argument  for  compassion  and  mercy^ 
and  thou  be  angry  with  them*  and  deliver  them  to  the  enemy* 

.  so  thf^  they  carry  them  away  captives  unto  the  land  of  the  ene-<. 

47  my,  &r  oraear ;  [Yet]  if  they  shall  bethink  themselves  m  thch 
land  whither  they  were  carried  captives,  and  repent,  and  make 
sup|ilication  unto  thee  in  the  land  of  them  that  carried,  thenv, 
captives,  saying^  We  have  sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we 

^  InChntdclnjxlstkUirki  sad  ttrrrvi  mj  bodiJj  aifiictioii^  or  sattbeiv  •in*  nMfk 
ff  cat  cme  of  sriiC 


\ 
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ftM  hftvc  ponraiittea  inckccnx^Bi^  ^  And  [903  I'vlufii  mto  fh^  wiifc 
aDtfaeir  heatt,  ahd  wHh  all  their  soul,  in  the  Hoidof  their  ene* 
jnies,  which  led  them  away  captiTe,  and  pray  unto  thee  toward 
their hmd,  (Dan,\\.  10.)  which  then  gayest  unto  their  lathers, 
tiie  citT  which  th6u  hast  chosen,  and  the  house  which  I  hmve 
built  ior  thy  name  ;  ^  they  repent^  and  bethink  thfthftivewj  are 
contrite  J  iMd  confe99  their  m9  Vfith  (t(l  their  aggravatiotwy  and 

49  return  Jrom  them  and  reform  s  Then  hetfr  thou  their  prayer  mi 
their  supplication  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  snaintaiii 

ISO  their  cause,  or  rights  And  ftfrgive  thy  people  that  have  rained 
agdnst  thee,  ai^d  all  dieir  transgrcsaaons  wherein  tfaer  hate  t|atts« 
greased  against  thee,  and  give  them  compassion  before  them 
who  carried  them  captive,  that  they  may  have  compusion  o^ 
them  ;  that  their  enemies  may  treat  theth  mth  mercy  white  ihe^ 

JBl  are  continued  in  captivity ^  and  give  them  iewne  t^  return  ;  For 
thejr  [be]  thy  people,  and  thine  tnheritatnce,  which  thou  bronght^ 
est  forth  out  of  Egypt,  from  the  miidst  of  the  fomace  of  iron  :* 

1^3  That  thine  eyes,  ^ay  be  open  unto  the  supplication  of  thy  ser-i 
vant,  and  unto  the  supplication  of  thy  people  Israel,  to  hmken 

jtf3  unto  them  in  all  that  they  call  for  tinto  thee.  For  thou  didst 
aeparate  them  fron(i  among  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  [to  be] 
thme  faiheritance,  as  thou  spakest  by  the  hand  of  Moses  thy 
servant,  when  thou  broughtest  our  fothers  out  of  Egypt,  O  Lord 
Gon  ;  he  urgee  ithy  their  retation  to  Godae  hie  fiecuOar  fitofiie^ 
by  the  law  that  woe  given  thenty  and  the  fironnee  made  la  Mmcw^ 
See  t  Chron.  vi.  41,  43. 

)I4  And  it  was  [so,]  that  when  Solomdd  had  made  an  end  of  prsy^ 
inft  all  this  prayer  and  supplication  unto  the  Loan,  he  arose  from 
be^>re  the  altar  of  the  Loan,  from  kneelhig  on  his  kifeea,  with 
his  hands  spread  up  to  heaven,  qndjire  ^ame  dovm  and  conevmed 
the  daerijicee  which  were  on  the  brazen  aitar^  and  the  ghry  of  the 
hordjillttd  the  houecy  ( 1  Chron.  vH.  1^—3.)  a  bright  luetre  hroke  out 

j$5  qfthe  dark  cloudy  and  e^cted  the  fieoftle  greatly.  AfM  he  stood^^ 
and  blessed  aH  the  congregation  of  Israel,  he  turned  about  to  the 

1(6  fieofiicj  and  bleeeed  them^  with  a  loud  voice,  saying.  Blessed  [be] 
the  Leap,  that  hath  given  rest  unto  his  people  Israel,  accoirding 
to  all  that  he  promised :  there  hath  not  failed  one  word  of  alt 
his  good  prqi^ni^e  which  h^  promised  by  the  hand  of  Moses  fait 
servant.    He  here  reminde  them  ofOodhJIdeUty^  and  firayB/or 

'57  Me  continued  presence.  The  Loan  our  Ood  b^  with  us,  as  he 
was  with  our  fiithers  :  let  hitn  npt  leave  us,  nor  forsi^e  us : 

)(8  That  he  may  mcline  ^r  hmts  unto  him,  to  walk  in  all  hia 
wayS;  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  fils  statutes,  and  his 
judgmenta,  which  he  commanded  our  fathers ;  ae  we  heroe  the 
external  tokene  fifhUfxvour^  eo  may  we  have  hie  graee^  to  cbeerva 
the  etatutef  and  ordmtmcea  whi^h  he  hath  given  y*  ;  thie  ie  th* 
greateet  bleuingi  ahdthe  uieane  {f  eeeuring  the  efftttimtance  ofaU 
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10  iHktr  ^Hvibge9.  AhA  I«t  liMe  ia^r  word%  wheremtK  I  hmm 
made  suppBoation  before  the  Lobd,  be  nigh  imto  the  Loup  our 
God  day  aad  nightf  that  he  maintaui  the  cause  of  hia  aervantf 
and  the  cauae  of  hia  people  Israel  at  aU  times,  as  the  matter  shidS 
require :  thus  exprcsung  hU  kept  thai  Gwi  wetUd  hear  hUfirayer^ 

#0  and  •hw  signal  fin^wr  to  Israel.  That  all  the  people  of  the 
earth  may  know  thai  the  Loao  [is]  God,  [and  that  there  is] 
none  ^lae ;  thai  other  nationo  way  be  led  by  it  to  worMp  oM  gh* 
rify  Mwtp  Hit  then  eondudee  the  eolemmty  vith  a  Vford  qf  exhorta^ 
n'on^  ehargmg  them  to  continue  obedirntf  as  the  eondition  ^  the 

#1  dtmme  JeemnuT  and  blessings  Let  your  heart  therefiore  be  perfect 
with  the  Loan  our  God,  to  walk  in  hia  atatutes,  and  to  keep  hia 
commandments,  as  at  this  day. 

09  *  And  the  king,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  ofiered  sacrifice  before 
.63  the  Loan.  And  Solomon  offered  ^  sacrifice  of  peaoe  ofieringSt 
which  he  ofiered  ante  the  Loao,  a  smallfiart  ^  which  woo  de* 
strsyed^  other  fiarts  belonged  to  the  priestSf  and  the  remainder 
was  a  feast  Jar  the  people  who  were  assembled  :  two  and  twenty 
thottsaid  oaiei»,  and  an  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  shec|>«  So 
the  king  and  all  the.  children  of  Israel  dedicated  the  boose  ^  the 
Losn  ;  set  it  apart  to  holy  uusy  in  an  holy  manner^  and  joined  its 
^  saer^ces  to  God^  and  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving.  The  same  day 
did  the  king  hallow  the  middle  of  the  court  tjiat  [was]  befiure  the 
iMNiae  of  this  IxJiiD  i  bw  there  he  offered  burnt  offerings,  and 
meat^xflferingsj  and  the  iat  of  the  peace  offerings :  because  the 
brazen  altar  that  [was]  before  the  Loan  [was]  too  little  to  re« 
ceive  the  burnt  ofierings,  and  meat  offerings,  and  th6  iat  of  the 
peace  offerings,  Probitbly  many  altars  were  erected  on  this  oecam 
Moa,  which  were  tifierwards  removed  into  the  court  qf  the  people 
because  the  court  of  the  priets  wao  not  large  enough^ 

i5  And  at  that  time  Solomon  held  a  feast,  called  the  feast  ^dedim 
cation^  jqod  all  Israel  with  hi|n,  a  great  congregation  from  the 
entering  in  of  Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt,  before  the  Loan 
eur  God,  seven  days  and  seven  days  more  for  the  feast  <f  taber% 
naclesj  [even]  fourteen  days.  These  peace  offerings  were  tiered 
during  all  the$e  dqys^  gnd  served  lo  feast  this  great  concourse  <^ 

$^  people  the  whole  time^  On  the  eighth  day,  the  day  after  the  feast 
qf  tabernacles  was  aver^  he  sent  the  people  away :  and  they  bless- 
ed the  Jking,  and  went  unto  their  tents  joyful  and  glad  of  heart 
for  all  the  goodness  that  the  Lord  had  done  for  David  his  ser<t 
vant,  and  for  Israel  his  people ;  they  thanked  the  king  for  his 
fdndness  and  care^  especially  in  establishing  the  worship  qf  God  $ 
they  prayed  to  God  to  prosper  his  reign^  and  Blessed  Mm  for  all  the 
great  things  that  had  been  dqmefbr  D^nndg  and  his  ton,  a^for  aU 
firaei  by  thefr  atrffna, 

REFLECTIONS. 

|.  TF  we  desire  the  success  of  our  prayers,  .and  the  condnuance 
Jt  of  our  prosperity,  we  must  reiennour  ways,  and  be  obediv 

mU   SoIoiiKmi Ia CTC17 braodi ^ bis prttjtS^ Iftcuti  tPit« 
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mind  the  people  of  the  terms  of  acceptttice»  and  to  prevent  tii«lr 
mocking  Gk»d|  by  asking  his  favour  while  they  were  disobedient  ; 
and  be  particularly  mentions  it  in  the  cfciae  of  hb  address;  to  titem. 
To  this  purpose  saith  the  psaimisti  7/*/  regard  wiqmhf  mnuf  keart 
the  Lord  vnU  not  hear  me. 

3.  The  goodness  and  kindness  of  God  to  our  fathers,  is  a  gramd 
Id  pray  and  1k^  that  he  will  show  the  same  to  us.  We  Aave  heard 
with  our  csrVf  tmd  our  fathers  have  toidus^  f»hat  God  ha»  done  m  time 
faet ;  and  he  has  still  the  same  power  and  grace.  Let  us  pray  that 
the  same  blessing  may  descend  on  us  ^  we  need  it  as  much  as 
lUiey :  but  we  must  imitate  their  piety  and  seal,  and  endeavov 
iKvea  toexceedthem ;  tiben  wemay  hqiethattkeGodofour  fethera 
will  bless  us. 

S.  The  settlement  of  public  worship,  and  the  tokens  of  the  divine 
•presence  in  it,  give  great  joy  to  every  |mous  Israelite.  What  a 
-pleasure  was  it  to  the  people  to  see  the  temple  finished,  the  ark 
Intmght  into  it,  md  God  giving  these  evident  tokens  of  his  &vour 
and  acceptance  ;  to  see  the  king  so  joyful  and  devout,  aad  every 
one  so  well  pleased  !  Thus,  when  our  govemora  aeeare  to  ua  the 
Eberty  of  public  worship,  when  a  spirit  of  devotion  aad  seal  for  the 
liouse  of  God  prevails,  and  his  people  are  made  joyful  in  the  house 
of  prayer,  there  is  great  reason  for  thankfulness  ;  and  it  ahoukl  be 
cor  prayer  that  this  may  be  more  and  m6ro  the  case  in  ourday.  In 
every  instance  in  which  it  is  so,  the  song  of  the  priests  and  people 
'should beours  |  The  Lordu^ood^  tmdhU mercy endurwth^for ever ^ 
jSmeffm 


« 


^ 
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€iod*s  <znafPf r  to  Solomon**  firayer  :  the  mutual  /trnents,  between  him 
and  Biram  ;  with  eome  account  tfhU  buildinga  and  navy.. 

1  A  ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  Solomon  had  finished  the 
jLjL  building  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house, 

2  and  all  Solomon's  desire  which  he  was  pleased  to  do,  That  the 
Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  the  second  time,  as  he  had  appear- 

3  ed  unto  him  at  Gibeon,  that  w,  in  a  dream  by  night.'*  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer  and  thy  supplica- 
tion, that  thou  hast  made  before  me  :  I  have  hallowed  this  house, 
which  thou  hast  built,  to  put  my  name  there  for  ever,  by  the 
cloud  and  thejire  consuming  the  sacrificea  i  and  mine  eyes  and 
mine  heart,  my  gradoua  providence  and  tender  iorve  and  care^ 
shall  be  there  perpetually  ;  but  this  vnll  defiend  ufion  thp  good 

4  behaviour.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  befofe  me,  as  David  thy  father 
walked,  m  integrity  of  hear^  and  in  uprightness,  to  do  accord« 
ing  to  all  that  I  have  eommanded  thee,  [and]  wilt  keep  my 

*  tt  !•  Kenenlly  thoaght  this  wai  »fter  his  prayer,  t&e  same  night ;  thoairti  d>e  first  vHw 
M  tolntimmtcf  that  it  4tU'H4tMje9Tt  afcer.  when  he  hakl  flatohe<  all  ms  builJlngs  ani 
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'   shltHtes,  and  mj  judgments  ;  if  thou  vill  be  da  ufiright  a*  thnnd 
B  wu  in  the  main  course  ofhU  H/e  and  reigny  Then  I  will  establish 
the  throne  of  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever,  as  I  promised^ 
to  David  thy  fiither,  saying,  There  shall  not  fail  thee  a  rtSdii 

S  upon  the  throne  of  Israel.    [But]  if  ye  shall  at  all  turn  from 

.feUowing  me,  and  revolt  to  idolatry^  ye  or  your  children,  and 

will  not  keep  my  commandments  [and]  my  statutes  which  I 

have  set  before  you,  but  go  and  serve  other  gods,  and  worship 

7  them :  Then  will  I  cut  off  Israel  out  of  the  land  which  I  have 
given  them,  /to0/  drive  them  from  thence  ;  and  this  house,  which 
I  have  hallowed  for  my  name,  will  I  cast  out  of  my  sight,  remove 
my  preaencefiom  it ;  and  Israel  shall  be  a  proverb,  and  a  byword 

•  among  all  people  :*  And  at  this  house,  [which]  is  high,  that  /^ 
grand,  eplettdidy  and  renotmedfor  ite  many  sacrifices  and  'wor-' 
Mftfiersj  every  one  that  passeth  by  it  shall  be  astonished  at  if 
unexpected  and  wonderful  ruin,  and  shall  hiss  ;  and  they  shall 
say.  Why  hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land,  and  to  thik 

'9  house  ?  And  they  shall  answer,  Because  they  forsook  the  Lorb 
the^Ood  who  brought  forth  their  fathers  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  have  taken  hold  upon  other  gods,  and  have  worship- 
ped  them,  and  served  them  :  therefore  hath  the  Lord  brought 
upon  them  ail  this  evil  \  the  Jev>s  shaii  be  seif  condemned,  and  de 
forced  to  gtve  an  account  of  these  calandtiee,  which  were  owing  to 
their  ownfoUy  and  revolt. 

10  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  when  Sol^* 
mon  had  built  the  two  houses,  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the 

1 1  king's  house  ;  ([Now]  Hiram  the  king  of  Tyre  had  furnished 
Solomon  with  cedar  trees,  and  fir  trees,  and  \rith  gold,  in  ex^ 
change  for  wheat  and  oil,  the  commodities  of  Canaan,  according  to 
all  his  desire,)  that  then  king  Solomon  gave  Hiram  twenty 

18  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee.f  And  Hiram  came  out  from  Tyre 
to  see  the  cities  which  Solomon  had  given  him  ;  and  they 
pleased  him  not ;  therefore  he  returned  them  back  again,  (2  Chron, 

13  '^ii.  3.)  And  he  said.  What  cities  [are]  these  which  thou  hast 
given  me,  tqj  brother  ?  And  he  called  them  the  land  of  Cabul 

14  unto  this  day,  that  is,  dirty,  or  dis/ileasing,^  And  Hiram  sent  to 
the  king  six  score  talents  of  gold.|t  Ab  doubt  Solomon  made  him 
a  recon^ierise  some  other  way,  as  the  offer  of  the  cities  was  not  agree^ 
able  ;  and  this  eorres/iondence,  wisely  begun,  was  amicably  ended. 

15  And  this  [is]  the  reason  of  the  levy  of  men  and  money  whidi 
king  Solomon  raised  ;  for  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
his  own  house,  and  Millo,  and  the  wall  of  Jerusalem^  and  Hazor, 

16  and  Megiddo,  and  Gezer.    [For]  Phantoh  king  of  £gyp^  had 

*  ttUacemjiimiNrQfferii^t2iatiachorm«hpenoosar«asmcseniUtas  Jews. 

t  ThCM  were  inhabited  bf  GBiuianltet>  (at  maj  wnm  by  t  Chrtn*  Wit  2.)  called  in  the  New 
Tcfluiifot  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles. 

I  The  land  was  exceedingly  rkh  and  ftnitfal ;  bat.  as  !s  general]^  tbe  case  wltb  sacltcouii« 
trie*  at  have  deep  loU*  the  roads  were  dirty.    This  did  nor  suit  the  'Tyrians,  wbo  delighted  ii» 
trade,  and  did  not  choose  country  botiiiets.   We  £«d  afterward  that  Solomon  sent  some  larait 
itct  there*  who  Inhabited  them. 

I  Ahsoiiixhaiidrtdlifty  •eventfaoiiMHlaBd  fifty  two  pomdf  sterling 
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gooc  f^  asd  tiitaf  CUaoT)  and  buint  it  ^mth  ^i  aiid  daiti.  <W 
Canaanites  that  dw«k  in  the  city,*  'vid  given  it  [for]  a  preaenl 

17  unto  his  daughter^  Solomon's  wi&«    And  Solomon  huik  Gezer^ 

U  and  Bethhoron  the  nether,  And  Baalathi  and  Tadmor  in  the 
wilderness,  in  the  land,  in  the  norik  part  if  the  coumtry^  m  the 

19  land  qf  Mamat/if  And  all  the  ^tiss  of  storeyybr  cam  end  emmm* 
fdtwn^  that  Solomon  had,  and  cities  for  his  chariots,  and  cities 
for  his  horsemen,  and  that  which  Solomon  desired  to  build  is 
Jerusalem,  and  in  Lebaooo,  and  in  all  the  land  of  hia  doo^imoB. 

M  [  And]  all  the  people  [that  were]  left  of  the  Amoritea,  Hittites, 
Perizsitea,  Hivitea,  and  Jebusices,  which  [were]  not  of  the  chil<* 
dren  of  Israel,  but  had/ortaken  their  idoltUry^  (eUe  David  wtmUL 

%\  have  driven  them  out  aUo^J  Their  chilcbren  that  were  left  after 
them  in  the  land,  whom  the  children  of  Israel  also  were  not 
able  utterly  to  destroy,  upon  those  did  Solomon  levy  a  tribute 
of  bondservice  unto  this  day  ;  they  became  bearere  if  burdenef 

ff  and  hewers  in  the  mountame.  But  of  the  cluldrea  of  Israel  did 
Solomon  make  no  bondmen  :  but  they  [wero]  men  of  war,  and 
his  servants,  and  bis  {Hrinces,  and  hia  captains,  and  rukra  of  hie 
chariots,  and  hia  horsemen  ;  the  lerae&tee  vfere  put  to  %o  eeroOe 
labour f  but  Vfetre  officer*  if  the  court j  govemort  tf  province  and 

%g  citieM^  cafitaine  and  eoidiere.  These  [were]  the  chief  of  the 
oflkers  that  [were]  over  Solomon's  work,  five  hundred  and  fiftyi 
which  bare  rule  over  the  people  that  wrought  in  the  work. 

34  But  Pharaoh's  daugbt^  came  up  out  of  the  city  of  David^t 
unto  her  house  which  [Solomon]  had  built  for  her :  then  did  hi 
build  MiUo. 

%S  And  three  times  in  a  year  did  Solomon  ofbr  burnt  offeringsi 
and  peace  offermgs  upon  the  altar  which  he  built  unto  the  Loaa^ 
and  he  burnt  inoenae  nptok  the  altar  that  [was]  before  the  Lok9  ; 
he  never  failed  to  keep  the  three  solemn  fca^Uy  and  bum  incenn 
to  the  Lord  ;  that  «t,  it  vfae  provided  at  hie  expense^  a^d  buna 
vnth  a  peculiar  rrference  to  him*    So  he  finished  the  house* 

36  And  king  Solomon  made  a  navy  of  shipa  in  Esiongebeff 
^riiich  [is]  beside  Eloth,  on  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea*  in  the 
land  of  £dom,  tMch  David  had  conquered  ;  and  perhape  ihi 

37  commerce  vae  begun  by  David,  ae  he  had  eo  much  gold*  And 
Hiram  sent  in  the  navy  his  servants,  vfho  were  excellent  eaihrt, 
ahipmen  that  had  knowledge  of  the  sea,  with  the  servants  of 

28  SoIom(»i.  And  they  came  to  Ophir,  and  fetched  from  thence 
gold,  four  hundred  and  twenty  talents,  and  brought  [it]  to  king 
Solomon.} 

*  Somt  Invtt  toppoted  thtt  theif  bad  behavtd  UK  and  that  Solomaa*  hiring  his  hands  fidlof 
■Oiiacss,  got  his  haia  io  law  to  punish  theoiy  and  exciipaCe  the  inhabitants. 

t  bi  2  Chrtm,  viii.  n.  we  find  that  this  place  was  fsteemed  pecnliarly  holj.  because  the  art 
tad  so  long  resided  there.  It  was  not  dierefore  fit  that  she»  who  was  a  strartgrr,  and  probaiiiy 
had  many  Sgypcians  with  lier«  wlio  aonld  not  easily  forsalEe  aU  their  idoiatrons  praaicas* 


rfiould  cootimio  there. 

.  the  East  Indies  ;  perhaps  as  far  as  China.    In  Chrnucht  it  is  said  there  wtteftur  htmdni  oad 


\  Leaned  men  are  not  agreed  where  Ophir  is  sitoated;  bat  the  Itngth  oT  the  vomto  If, 
and  the  commodities  brought  from  thence*  natarally  lead  us  to  conclude  it  was  somewhere  in 


the  East  Indies  ;  pemaps  as  tar  as  coina.  in  Chrent^tes  it  u  said  tnere  wtteftur  mmdne  oai 
fifly  tatenii  hroognt  to  the  king.  Perhaps  thirtv  was  the  expense  of  the  royage»  or  were  |^nn 
•o  Hiram's  servants  ;  and  the  foor  bondredand  twenty  brought  for  Solooion'f  owa  «K«  ittt 
wasa  wt>na»,amQyatat  to  ccBiidtiibly  laofa  rtawtw»  bmHios^ 
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REFLECTIONS, 

.1.  MpHE  cauti6h  which  God  etTe  SobiAoii  in  this  thftptery 
X  reininds  US|  that  if  w^  AeArt  the  contlnuanct  of  out  privi- 
l&gesi  we  must  be  an  obedient  and  holy  people.  No. establishment 
of  the  externals  of  religion)  no  splendor  of  the  ch^irch»  or  forms 
of  worship*  ean  secure  the  divine  favouTi  and  lengthen  our  tranquil- 
lity»  without  obedience  to  God's  laws  and  keeping  his  command- 
ixiants.  Let  us  iinpress  this  truth  upon  our  hearts,  that  we  may 
not  be  high  ndnded^  but  fear  i  and  let  every  particular  person 
remembery  that  doing  the  wall  of  God  is  necessary  to  the  accept- 
ance of  our  prayers,  and  the  continuance  o£  the  divine  blessing* 
We  see, 

2.  The  wisdom  of  God  hi  the  difterent  genius  and  inclinations  of 
men.  Hiram  and  his  men  loved  the  streets  of  Tyre  better  than 
the  dirt  t>f  the  country.  The  Israelites  pi^lerred  the  coimtry  t^ 
the  town.  Merchantmen  and  tradesmen  are  pleased  with  the  noise 
and  hurry  of  the  city  and  ^ports  ;  while  iarmers  love  the  quiet- 
ness of  the  country.  And  in  their  different  ways  and  occupations^ 
they  both  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  land  and  the  benefit  of 
their  neighbours.  These  different  inclinations  are  appointed  by 
Providence  to  promote  the  happiness  of  maxdund  ;  and  God  is  to 
be  praised  therein. 

3.  Observe,  for  the  honour  of  trade,  that  these  two  princes  wero 
employed  in  it.  They  thought  it  not  beneath  them  to  fit  out  ships* 
and  commence  merdiants.  Solomon  thought  it  no  impeachment 
of  his  wisdom,  though  he  was  the  wisest  of  men,  nor  a  lessening  of 
hb  glory,  though  he  was  the  richest  and  greatest,  to  be  a  merchantf 
to  go  himself  to  his  port,  and  to  see  with  his  own  eyes.  Thin 
shames  the  folly  and  pride  of  those,  who,  boasting  of  their  bang 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  think  that  trade  b  dishonourable  :  whiler 
inany  of  them  think  it  no  dishonour  to  be  wicked,  to  run  in  debty 
and  to  cheat  and  defi«ud  all  about  them.    Once  more, 

4.  Let  merchantmen  and  tradesmen  remember  what  Solomon 
suggests,  that  witdom  U  the  firmcititU  thing  ;  that  true  religion  is  the 
one  thing  nee4fid,  Solomon,  who  knew  the  sweets  of  trade,  an4 
^ho  brought  in  vast  wealth  by  his  navy,  informs  us,  and  we  should 
all  attend  to  the  admonition,  Prav.  ili.  13*— 17.  Hafifiy  i%  the  man 
thatfindeth  wUdomy  and  the  man  that  getteth  understanding  j  Jbr  the 
tnerchandise  qftt  is  better  than  the  merchandise  qfsiher^  dnd  the  gain 
thereqfthanjine  gold.  She  is  more  precious  than  rubies  ;  and  (dl  the 
things  thou  canst  desire  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her.  Length  (^ 
days  is  in  her  right  hand  ;  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour ^ 
Mier  ways  (gre  vmys  o/pleasantneH^  and  all  her  paths  arepeace^ 
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CHAP.    X. 

An  account  (^  Solom^iU  intervicv%  vnth  the  queen  qf  ShebOf  nehd  of 

hiu  v>eaUh  'and  grandeur, 

1  AND  when  the  queen  of  Sheba*  heard,  (fierhafta  ^  some 
^ZjL  of  his  shifts  vfhreh  touched  on  her  coasts^  in  their  way  to 

'  Ofthir)  of  the  fame  of  Solomon,  of  his  xoeath  and  wisdom^  and 
concerning  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  great  things  he  had  done 
for  the  honouTy  worshifty  and  service  of  Gody  she  came  to  proTe 

5  him  with  hard  qaestions.t  And  she  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a 
very  great  train,  with  camels  that  bare  spices,  and  very  mocb 

''  gold,  and  precious  stones  :  and  when  she  was  come  toSolomoOr 

,     she  communed  with  him  of  allthatwaa  in  her  heart ;  shthadBberttf 

3  to  proftose  what  qui^tions  she  pleased.  And  Solomon  told  her  all 
her  questions  :  there  was  not  [any]  thmg  hid  from  the  king^ 
which  he  told  her  not ;  he  answered  them  aH  to  her  saiiitfaction^ 

4  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  all  Solomon's  wisdomt 
and  the  hduse  that  he  had  built,  the  house  or  temfile  of  Gody  and 

i,  the  palace  fbr  himselfy  And  the  meat  of  his  table,  and  the  sitting 
of  his  servants,  and  the  attendance  of  his  .ministers  and  their 
apparel,  and  his  cup  bearers,  the  order  ofhisjamih/,  his  attendants 

'  and  provisions^  and  his  ascent  by  which  he  went  tip  mito  the 
house  of  the  LoRir,  the  grand  walk  or  terrace  from  his  own  palace 
to  the  templcy  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her,  the  was  qtdte 

%  astonished,.    And  she  said  to  the  king.  It  was  a  tnie  report  that 

7  I  heard  in  mine  own  land  of  thy  acts  and  of  thy  wisdom.  How-' 
beic  I  believed  not  the  words,  until  I  came,  and  mine  eyes  have 

'  seen  [it :]  and,  behold,  the  half  was  not  told  me  :  thy  wisdom 
and  prosperity  exceedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard  ;  ^he  thought 

•  common  fame  might  magnify  things^  and  that  what  she  should  see 
would  fall  short  of  what  was  told  her  ;  but  it  greatly  exceeded  it^ 

%  Happy  [are]  thy  men,  thy  subjects  in  general^  happy  [are]  these 
thy  servants,  thy  courtiersj  which  stand  continually  before  thee^ 
[and]  that  hear  thy  wisdom  ;  not  so  much  Because  of  thy  wealth 
and  honour^  but  as  they  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  thy  wis-' 

9  dom^  and  improving  their  minds,  ]3!essed  be  the  Lor IJ"  thy  God, 
which  delighted  in  thee,  to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel :  be- 
cause the  Lord  loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  thee 
king,  \o  do  judgment  and  justice.  This  was  a  grave  and  solemn 
admonition  both  to  him  and  his  people.  They  ougHt  to  thank  God 
who  gave  them  such  a  king  ;  and  he  should  remember^  that  all  his 
wealthy  power  y  and  wisdomy.were  given  him  for  the  good  qfhis'sub"^ 
jccts  ;  not  to  live  in  eascy  splendor^  and  pleasure  ;  but  to  consult 
10  their  happiness.  And  she  gave  the  king  an  hundred  and  twenty 
talents  of  gold,  and  of  spices  very  great  store,  the  products  of  her 

*  Sheba  wai  part  of  Arabia  Felix*  which  lay  tooth  of  Canaan  ;  and  therefore  the  is  caHed 
ifu  giuen  of  the  south.  Her  country  was  boanaed  by  the  ocean«  and  therefore  she  is  taid  tU^ 
•ome  from  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

t  It  was  an  ancient  diversion  among^  prlacci  tO  PtOPOIC  CVi0Ql  sad  dUB^t  QfiefllMlSi  &! 
aider  to  U7  9aA  Ofibaft  Mgacity  andtkiU* 
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COR  tountry^  and  precious  stones ;  thete  came  no  more  such 
abundance  of  spices  as  these  which  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  to 

1 1  king*  Solomon.  And  the  navy  also  of  Hiram^  that  brought  gold 
fi-om  Ophir,  brought  in  from  Ophir  great  plenty  of  almug  trees, 

13  anTmrd  wood,  like  Brazil,  and  precious  stones.  And  the  king 
made  of  the  aknug  trees  pillars  for  the  house  of  the  Lord,  or 
rails  for  the  terrace^  and  for  the  king's  house,  harps  also  and 
psalteries  for  singers  :  there  came  no  such  almug  trees,  nor 

13  were  seen  unto  this  day.  And  king^  Solomon  gave  unto  the 
queen  of  Sheba,  all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she  asked,  any  curi^ 
osity  the  had  a  mind  qfy  beside  [that]  wtiich  Sblomon  gave  her 
of  his  royal  bounty.  So  she  turned  and  went  to  her  own  coun- 
try, she  and  her  servants. 

14  Now*  the  weight  of  gold  that  came -to  Solomon  in'  one 
year  was  six  hundred  threescore  and  six  talents  of  gold,  roorth 

1 5  cmnderably  more  than  three  miltUmB,  Beside  (|that  he  had]  of 
the  merchantmen,  the  inhabitants  of  the  north,  who  brought  the 
commodities  of  their  own  conntry,  and  of  the  traflic  of  the  spice 
merchants,  other  merchants  who  paid  custom,  and  of  all  the  kings 
of  Arabia,  the  princes  who  were  tributary  to  him,  and  of  the 
governors  of  the  country,  the  revenue  whieh  came  in  from  the 
several  provinces, 

1 6  And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  targets  [of]  beaten 

17  gold  :  six  hundred  [shekels]  of  gold  went  to  one  target.  And 
[he  made]  three  hundred  shields  [of]  beaten  gold  ;*  threis 
pounds  of  gold  went  to  one  shield  :  and  the  king  put  t^em  in 
the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon. 

18  Moreover  the  king  made  sv. great  throne  of  ivory,  and  .over- 

19  laid  it,  or  rather^  inlaid  or  stvflded  it,  with  the  best  gold.  The 
throne  had  six  step8,and  the.top  of  the  throne  [was]  round  behind^ 
u.  semicircle  :  and  t^here  were]  stays  on  either  side  on.  th^  place 
of  the. seat,  two  arms^  like  an  elbow  chair,  and  two  lions  stood  be- 

20  sidp  the  ^taLy^^as  large.asUfeyfor  supporters. ,  And  twelve  lion^ 
Stood  there  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other  upon  the  six  steps» 

fir  ornament:  there  was  not  Xhe.likenciade.in  ^y^' ki^gdo^^ 

2 1  And  all  king  Solomon^s  drinking  vessels  [were  of]  gold,  and  all 
the  yossels  of  the  house  ofthe  forest  of  Lebanon  [were  of]  pure 
gold  ;.  none  [were  .of],  silver  :  it  was  nothing  accoi^n^ed  of  k^ 
the  days  of  Solomon.     W^e  Mve^  thei}  an  accounf  how  SolQ7non, 

33  cqme  hy  aU  this  wealik^  For  the  king  had  at  sea  %.  navy  of 
Tlmrshiah»  with  the  navy  of  Hir^^a  :t  once  in  three  years  came 
the  n^vy  of  Tharshlsh,  bringing  gold  and  silver,  ivoryi,ahd( 
apeSf.aiui  peacocks,  or  parrot^^which  are  still  the  comitnodiUes  o/ 
33  that  country.  So  king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the 
^34  earth  for  riches  and  for  wisdom.  And  all  the  earth  sotgh^  to 
Solomon,  to  hear  his  wisdom,  which  God  had  put  in  his  heM* 

*  Theae  were  probably  dnigried  to  be  carried  bHetv  Mm  whrn  Tir  went  in  state ;  and  at 
flthtf  tiinet  were  to  be  huns  up  In  the  grand  hall  at  the  house  of  Lebanon. ' 

^  •  t  There  were  two  fleets,  one  balonrinir  to  Hinun,  in  which  Solomon  had  a  thare ;  and  on« 
belongbiff  to  Solomon,  in  whkli  Hiram  bsii  « thare.  T^ae  uiied  chroogh  the  stxaisa  of  Gib^ 
nitar  ^aite  to  Gokicai 
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USt  And  ih%j  brooghl  every  ^nan  hit  presenti  vessels  of  silver,  mat 
vessiels  c^  goldt  and  garments)  ai^d  amour,  and  spiceii,  horaea, 
and  mules*  a  rate  year  by  year.  The  grei^  men  ofneighbaurmig 
fuUionM  90  IttgMy  etiecmed  hU  wudomf  that  thgy  courted 
Mhifix  and  sent  him  ftresente  annually ^  as  0  token  qf  re^ect^ 
Jkaifi  a  desire  tAq$  the  Jriendship  and  aUiance  might  he  continued^ 

fi6  And  Solomon  gathered  together  ch«Mrk>ts  and  hocsemen  : 
and  he  ha4  a  thousand  an4  four  hundred  chariots*  and  iwelre 
thousand  horsemen)  wb^n^  he  bestowed  in  the  cities  fi>r  chariota, 
and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem  i  to  be  ready  on  mty  emergcnaf^ 
as  well  as/br  state, 

97  Aujd  the  ki9g  Qiad^  silver  [to  be]  ]p  Jerusalem  as  stones,  ami 
cedars  miMle  he  [to  be]  as  the  sycamore  U^es«  or  mid  Jig  treesy 
that  [ar^  in  the  vale  for  abundance  ;  hyp^hiffal  exfression^Jbr 
the  greaf  plenty  qfsitver  and  cedar, 

28  And  Solomon  had  horaea  brought  out.  of  Egypt,  and  linen 
yam  :  the  king's  merchants  received  the  linen  yarn  at  a  price. 

29  And  a  chariot  came  up  and  went  out  of  Egypt  for  six  hundred 
[shekels]  of  silveri  a^d  an  horse  for  an  hundred  and  fifty :  and 
80  for  all  the  kings  of  the  Hittites,  and  for  the  lf;ipgs  pf  Syria, 
did^th^y  bring  [them]  out  by  ^eir  n^eans.* 

REFLECTIONS, 


;'l.  TT  O  W  sojtcitpus  should  we  be  to  scsek  wisdom,  espectaHf- 
Ax  of  those  who  are  most  eminent  for  it.  Many  travel  for 
wealth,  curiosity^  or  custom  ;  thia  princess  tr&velled-  for  a  nobler 
end,  to  learn  wlsdoni ;  ^rhaps  to  gain  the  Knowledge  of  Jehovah 
suid  his  service  ;  ajidshe  was.  at  much  pains  and  expend,  about  it. 
Let  us  desire  to  lieam  wisdom  vrhatever  k  may  eost  us,  especially 
from  Jesus  Christ,  who  lay  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  in  vihom  are 
hid  dl  the  treasures,  i^- wisdom  and  knowledge.  Many  are  fonder  of 
discussing  hard  questipns,  than  gaining  useful  knowledge  ;  but  let 
us  seek  true  wisdom.  Vfx.  have  no  need  to  travel  far  for  it ;.  having 
T^  our  Bible  what  is  mo^l  important  and  most  plain  :  the  word  is 
nigh  unto  tw,  Matt,  xi.  43»    We  learn, 

%%  The  happiness  of  those  who  have  the  opportunities  of  knowl- 
edge and  piety.  Baftfty  are  thy  peofile  J  futppy  are  these  thf  ser^. 
vantsi  And  thus  happy  are  the  s^ervants  who  lire  in  religious 
families,  if  they  did  but  know  how  to  vaiiae  and  improve  their  privi- 
leges,  which  are  far  superior  to  any  worldly  advantages.  Happy 
«re  the  servants  of  God  who  dwell  in  his  house,  eat  at  his  table,  be- 
hold his  glory  in  his  temple,  and  have  so  many  op]!H»rtunilfes  of 

*  IV*  ^^<VegivMaiiac60«ntorhte€iiflBAitKewkh  Egypt.  It  n  ratber  nbtcorHT  «u 
vf ettcd.  Some,  ^fuiate  ifnen  yam  to  be  tcti  or  cvsstnn.  I  understand  it  t))n5  :  «s  l^gypt 
waf  fiiteoiM  for  hortet,  the  kinr  woQ)d  not  snfitf  then  to  be  f»vporrrd  witfaoot  a  large  tribute. 
For  thU  Solomon  compoDnded  with  him  for  lo  mnch  a  year  ;  so  bis  merchants  went  down 
i^id  booght  ^nd  sold  thorn  to  neiKhbopring  «tatet  and  prineet,  each  hor^ie  at  about  ei|^i|eea 
pounds.  Some  think  it  was  so  modi  ooity  ;  and  a  dvarwt,  In  which  yfn  four  homes,  was  stj^ 
liuAdred  shekels,  that  i«,  about  seventy  four  pounds.    I  think  this  was  a  duty  rather  than  the 

CQ^.  It  may  seem  extravagant;  bin  money  was  then  very  pleDtiful,  That  SoKisiM  corldtti 
oufn^omtTf,  anfl  afvevt4  ibs  great  UitsA  m4  prvttiKor  at  U94i» 
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giuwlug  wise  to  Mdmtioii .    Above  all,  blessed  are  they  who  dwell  in 
his  house  above,  who  see  hia  fiice,  and  sing  hb  pndse. 

3.  The  reflection  which  the  queen  of  Sheba  made  on  Solonum's 
akdvancement,  is  applicaUe  to  Christ.  God  delighted  in  him,  there- 
fore  Blade  bim  lung  of  the  church,  and  empowered  him  to  corn- 
xnunicate  happiness  to  men.  Out  of  love  to  mankind,  God  hath 
mad«  him  king,  to  save  them  from  ruin ;  to  govern  them  by  his 
irise  and  wholesome  laws,  and  make  all  who  are  dutiful,  loyal,  and 
obedient,  completely  and  ettroally  happy.  This  demands  our 
wannest  praise.    Thanin  be  to  Gad  for  thU  wufieakabU  gift. 

4.  We  may  reflect  once  more,  how  good  a  judge  Solomon  was 
-wherein  true  happinesa  consisted,  and  what  regard  should  be  paid 
to  his  judgment,  who  declared,  that  vanity  (^vamHeB  aU  «««  vanity  r 
and  he  wrote  a  whole  boc^  to  prove  this.  May  we  learn  wisdom  of 
him  (  and  make  a  right  estimate  of  the  world,  and  all  that  is  in  the 
world*  Real  religion  wiU  make  us  happier  than  he  was  with  all  his 
wealth  and  honors. 
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CHAP.    XI. 

fFe  fueoe  •etn  Sohmon  in  the  height  f^kU  ghry^  hut  here  it  a  mehm^ 
chefy  alteration.  We  are  ngw  to  regd  tfhit  degeneracy  §  ^  God^ 
dU/iUaeure  and  threatening  to  him  /  <ifthe  enemies  Ood  raUed  t^ 
Mgmtut  him  i  and  f^hjU  detdh  and  wcee§9Qrf 

1  Tl  U  T  king  Solomon  loved  many  ttrange  women,  together 
X3  with  the  daughter  of  Pharaoln  women  of  the  Moabitea» 

9  Ammonites,  Edooutea,  Zidonisna,  [and]  Ifittites ;  Of  the  na* 
tiona  [conceming]  which  the  Loan  said  onto  the  children  of 
Israel,  Te  shall  not  go  in  to  them,  neither  shall  they  come  in 
unto  you  i  [ibr]  surely  they  will  turn  away  your  heart  after 
their  gods :  Selomen  clave  unto  these  in  love.  JBe  mu  guilty 
^  two  dnM  agamt  the  law  i  theonewatinhauingamult^eityof 

3  wiveo^  the  other y  in  taking  etrange  women.  And  he  had  seven 
hundred  wives,  princesses,  and  three  hundred  ooacubinea  x  and 
his  wives  tumedaway  his  heart.  Theoe  were  takemjor  Mtate  and 
pomfi  i  09  eoMtem  furineeM  to  thiM  day  have  a  great  numher  qf 

4  wive$f  many  iff  whom  fierha/u  they  scarce  ever  oee^    For  k  Game 

to  pass,  when  Solomon  was  old,  [that]  his  wives  turned  away  his 
heait  after  other  goda :  and  his  heart  was  not  perfect  widi  the 
LoBD  his  God,  aa  [was]  the  heart  of  David  his  fitther.  He  did 
not  renouaee  Jehovah^  but  joined  the  worMfi  rf  other  godt  with 
him  :  he  allowed  hU  wivea  to  do  it  at  Jirtt  firivatehfy  and  then  more 
ofienly.  He  attended  himse(f  in  eome  huianeeo  out  qf  eom/iUti" 
mmeej  or  fiartook  of  their /euete  $  which  he  never  would  have  done 

5  if  hit  mind  had  not  been  deftraved  by  tentualfiieaeuree.  For 
Solomon  went  after  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the  Zidonians, 

^  and  after  Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  Ammonites.  And 
SMooyxi  <Sd  otU  in  the  «ght  of  the  LokD|  and  went  not  folly 
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after  the  Loid,  as  [did]  Dfevid  his  father  ;  he  waa  not  tike  Da* 
vidj  who  keftt  to  the  vforshi/i  of  God^  and  never  joined  ikldolatry, 

7  Then  did  Solomon  build  an  high  place  for  Chemosh,  the  abom- 
ination of  Moab,  in  the  hill  that  [is]  before  Jemsalem,  and  for 

S  Molech  the  abomination  of  the  children  of  Ammon.*  And 
likewise  did  he  fbt-  all  his  strange  wives,  which  burnt  incense 
and  sacrificed  unto  their  gods  ;  to  ob&ge  them  all^  he  had  9cme 
image  or  temple  to  the  honour  of  their  aeveral  gods. 

9  *  And  the  Lono  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because  his  heait 
was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  had  appeared 
uhlo  him  twice  ;  at  Gibeon^  and  at  Jerusalem  after  the  prayer  at 

10  the  dedication  of  the  temple.  And  had  commanded  him  expreUhfy 
at  both  those  afifiearancesy  concerning  this  thing,  that  he  should 
not  go  after  other  gods:    but  he  kept  not  that  which  the 

11  Lord  commanded.  Wherefore  the  Lord  sidd  unto  Solomon, 
Forasmuch  as  this  is  done  of  thee,  and  thou  hast  not  kept  my 
covenant  and  my  statutes,  which  I  have  commanded  thee,  I  will 
surely  rend  the  kingdom  from  thee,tind  will  give  it  to  thy  servant 

13  Jeroboam.  Notivithstanding  in  thy  days  I  will  not  do  it  for 
David  thy  father's  sake  ;  to  humble  him  still  more^  he  tells  him  he 
did  not  doit  for  hisaaie^  But  for  hia  father  David* s  :  [but]  I  will 

L3  ren4  it  Qut  of  the  hand  ^  ^Y  ^^'    Howbeit  I  will  not  rend 

away  all  the  kingdom  ;  [but]  will  giv^  one  tribe  to  thy  son  for 

.  David' mj  ^qcvant's  sake^  and  (or  Jerusalem's  sake, which  I  have 

chosen.t  .  . 

14  And  the  Lobd  stirred  up  an  adversary  unto  Solomon  in  hU 
•'  'old  Mgjji  wbeu  itetnmBmo9t,demrmm.qf,reat  and  qtdeif  Hadad  the 
^5  Jidomite  d  he  [was]  of  the  king's  seed  in  £dom.    For  <it  came 

to  pftSB,  tWhen  Dbvid  w^a  in  £dom^  and . Jbab  the  captain  of  tke 
•  ;h0St  .was  gene  i^  to  bury  the  slain,  after  he  had  amitten  every 

A6  male  in  Edqjn;  (For  aix-months  did  loab  remain  thei«  with  all 

17  IsraeUunttl  hehad  cutoff.every  male  in  Edom:)  That  Hadad 
fled,  he  and  certain  EdomiteB  of  his' lather's  servants  with  him, 

'18  to  ^  into  Fi^ypt ;  Hadad  [being]  yet  a  little  child.  And  they 
aiQserout  of  .Midian^  and  came  to  Parana  where  he  waited  tp  tee 
v/lseilur.iPAaraoh  womld receive  them:  and. they  took  men  with 
them  QQb  of  Paran  }  he  hired  men^  that  he  migM  appear  Uke  a 
prince^  and.have  4m  eqtdpage  atdtable  .to  hia  quality^,  and  the/ 
cattle  to  Egypt,  unto  Pharaoh  king  ofvEgypt ;.  which  gave  him 

19.  an.hoi»C|.axid  appointed  him  viotu^s,'and  gave  hiim  land  And 
Hadad^f<»und  gceat  favour  in  Che  sight  of  Pharaoh,  so.  that  he 
gave  bim  to  wife  the  sister  of-  his  own  wife,  the  sister  of  Tah« 

90  penes  the  qneen.f  And  the  msier  of  Tahpenes  bare  him  Genu- 
bath  his  son,  whom  Tahpenes  weaned  in  Pharaoh's  house :  and 
Genubath  was  in  Pharaoh's  household  bmong  th^^sons'  of  Pha- 

*  This  WM  done  on  mount  Oliver,  in  tight  of  tl»e  temple  and  inhAblunts  of  jcrvsaleai ; 
hie  was  not  qqite  so  tau)  as  to  do  it  there :  and  chit  place  continued  till  the  d.iyi  of  Jotiyli* 

t  This  wto  anorhrf  lnitl(^tian  of  the  panlshment*  that  h^  would  tspt  r^d  all ;  bu^  still 
fxis  hiunfallni^cjrcumftMceia  added*  that  it  wm  lbr>Oayid'«  take,  and  for  JtrsiUeni'f  Xikei 

'  X  SoiQje  .tbi9k  he  ipg»  with  the  more  favoarable  recepttoa,  m  he  might  btiRf  with  him  th» 

kbowkdi^e  of  tone  aru  or  Icicrfces*  which  the  Egypciani  wancid. 
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1^1  rabhf  vfho  Avmed  great  t^^cHon  to  tke  child.'  And  vhen  Hadad 
heard  in  Egypt  that  David  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  that  Joab 
the  captain  of  the  host  was  dead,*  Hadad  said'  to  Pharaoh,  I^et 

32  ine  depart,  that  I  may  go  to  mine  own  country.'  Then  Pharaoh 
said  vmto  him,  But  what  hast  thou  lacked  with  me,  that,  behold, 
thou  &oekeftt  to  go  to  thine  own  country  ?  And  he  answered, 
Nothing :  howbeit  let  me  go  in  any  vnst,\ 

33  And  God  stirred  him  up  [another]  adversary,  Rezon,  the  son 
of  £liadab>  which  fled  from  his  lord  Hadadeser  king  of  Zobah  ; 
he  foaa  a  general  vho  Jied  when  Ma  army  fMz«  beaten  by  David  : 

34  And  he  gathered  men  unto  him9  and  becanfie  captain  over  a  band, 
when  David  slew  them  [of  Zobah  :]  and  they  went  to  Damas- 

35  cus,  and  dwelt  therein,  and  reigned  in  Damascus.)  And  he  was 
an  adversary  to  Israel  all  the  days  of  Solomon,  beside  the  mis- 
chief that  Hadad  [did  :]  and  he  abhorred  Israel,  and  reigned 
over  Syria  :  he  vfas  encouraged  by  Hadad,  and  brought  the  country 
round  about  Damaacua  into  aubjection, 

36  And  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  an  Ephrathite  of  Zereda, 
•    Solomon*s  servant,  a  great  officer  of  atate^  (v.  28.  ch,  ix.  22.) 

whose  mother's  name  [was]  Zeruah,  a  widow  woman,  even  he 
lifted  up  [his]  hand  against  the  king  ;  not  in  often  rebellion^  but 
secretly  aowed  the  aeeda  of  discord  and  faction  in  the  tribea  of  which 

37  he  fDoa  recerver  general.  -  And  this  [was]  the  cause  that  he  lifted 
up  [his]  hand  against  the  king :  Solomon  built  Millo,  [and]  re- 

38  pained  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  David  his  father.    And  the 
man  Jeroboam  [was]  a  mighty  man  of  valour :  and  Solomon 
seeing  the  young  man  that  he  was  industrious,  he  made  him- 
ruler  over  aH  the  charge  of  the  house  of  Joseph.     Solomon  went 
to  aee  theworky  and  fiercehdng  liim  to  be  a  diligent^  active,  bold 

39  man^made  Mm  receiver  general  cf£/ihraim  and  Manaaaeh.  And  it 
came  to  pass  at  that  time  tvheii  Jeroboam  'Went  ont  of  Jerusalem, 
where  he  had  been  to  aettle  Ma  aeeounta,  that  the  prof^et  Ahijali 
the  Shiloi^ite  found  him  in  the  way  \  and  he  had  clad  himself^ 
with  a  new  garment,  that  he  might  aftttear  at  court  in  a  auitabie 
dreaa  ;  and  they  two  [were]  alone  in  the  iield,  the  aervanta  fier^ 

30  hapa  being  aentjbrwaft :  And  Ahijah  caught  the  new  garment 
that  [was]  on  him,  and  rent  it  [in]  Vwelveyfiwe^'etaafirofthetical 

;3l  aign,  wMch  he  proceeded  to  explcdn.  And  he  said  to  Jeroboam, 
Take  thee  ten  pieces  :  for  thus  saith  the  Loan,  the  God  of  Is- 
rael, Behold,  I  will  rend  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solo* 

32  mon,  and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee  :  (But  he  shall  have  one 
tribell  for  my  servant  David's  sake,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake^ 

*  It  aeemt  that  Joab  was  as  mtich  dreaded  as  Davids  after  that  terrible  execution  of  the 
Sdonitc*. 

t  Hadad  aeoordlnglY  went  home ;  a&d;  probabljr  at  Pharaoh'a  interc'enlon,  Snlomon  per- 
mittql  htm  to  stay,  and  he  became  tributary  to  him.  But  toward  the  close  of  Slolomon's 
reign,  when  he  benn  to  be  old  and  negligent,  he  revolted*  and  grew  trpublesomo  in  order  to 
avenge  the  blood  oi  hit  countrymen. 

I  Da^d  kept  a  gvriMm  at  DaouKUR ;  but  when  Solomon  was  grown  old*  he  neglected 
ha  cooqoefftsi  so  that  Hsaon  easily  recovered  the  city. 

I  He  had  in  foct  two  tribea,  Benjamin  beint^  mixed  with  Todnh;  Jernsalem  stood  {kartly 
ivhoili  of  thca;  they  were  bewevcr  reckoned  but  oac  tribe,  Bsnjamlu  being  sxnill. 
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33  the  dty  wUdi  I  hare  cboaen  out  of  aU  di«  tribes  tf  hnA  ;>  Bcs» 

.  cause  that  theyr  have  forsaken  me,*  and  haVe  worshipped  Asb- 
toreth  the  goddess  of  the  ZidoDian%  Cbenxnh  the  god  of  the 
Moabites,  and  Milcom  the  god  of  the  childven  of  Anunon^  azMl 
have  not  walked  in  my  ways,  to  do  [that  which  is]  right  in  miDe 
eyeS)  and  [to  keep]  my  statutes  and  -my  judgniieiitSf  as  [^d] 

S4  Darid  his  father.  Howbeit  I  will  not  take  the  whole  kingdom 
out  of  his  hand :  hot  I  will  make  him  prince  all  the  days  of  bis 
Hfe,  for  David  my  servant*s  sake,  whom  I  chose,  because  he  kept 

45  my  commandments  and  my  statutes  :t  But  I  wiH  take  the  idng- 
dom  out  of  his  son's  hand,  and  will  give  it  unto  thee,  [eten]  ten 

86  tribes.  And  unto  his  soh  I  will  g^iTe  one  tribe,  that  David  my 
servant  may  have  a  light  always  before  me  in  JenisalenH  the 
city  which  I  have  chosen  me  to  put  my  name  there  ;  ihae  then 
may  be  a  succeanon  qfkinge  to  gtdde  myfiecfUe^  and  cheer  them,  b^ 

57  their  eomfbrtable  influence.  And  I  wiU  take  thetfinm  thy  pirtM* 
ent  station^  and  thou  shalt  reign  according  to  all  that  thy  aool 
desifeth)  in  aJlouritMng  kingdom^  and  shalt  be  king  over  Israd^ 

36  l>ut  not  over  Judah,  And  it  shall  be,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto 
all  that  I  command  thee,  and  wilt  waU^  in  my  ways,  and  do  [that 
is]  right  in  my  sight,  to  keep  my  stalutes  and  my  command- 
ments, as  David  my  servant  did  ;  that  I  will  be  with  thee*  «id 
build  thee  a  sure  house,  as  I  built  for  Darid,and  will  give  Isfael 

S9  utito  thee.  And  I  will  for  this  afflict  the  seed  of  Darid,  but  not 
for  ever.  Me  kingdom  shall  remain  and  return  from  captivity  t 
and  at  length  be  tatablUhedfur  cver^  in  the  J^uiahf  aa  the  Jemdah 

40  writers  interpret  it,  Solbmoo  sought  therefore  to  kill  Jefoboam*|f 
And  Jeroboam  arose,  and  fled  into  Egypt,  unto  Shisbak  kitig  of 
Egypt,  a  new  king^  fierhafie  no  relation  to  the  fwmer  s  one  who 
looked  with  a  greedy  eye  ufioh  Solomon**  wealth  g  and  qfter  hie 
death  came  and  took  a  great  part  i^it  away  /  and  Jeroboam  was  in 
Egypt  until  the  death  of  Solomon^ 

41  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Sojomon,  and  all  that  he  did,  and 
his  wisdom,  [are]  they  not  Written  in  the  book  of  the  acts  of 

42  SolomoD  ?  And  the  time  that  Solomon  reigned  ih  Jousalan, 

43  over  all  Israel,  [was]  forty  years.  AM  Solomon  slept  with  his 
fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  6i  David  his  bther  s  and  Re* 
hoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  "I^ROM  hence  we  learn,  the  dreadful  consequences  of  indulg- 

X^    ing  fleshly  lusts.    Who  could  have  thought  that  this  great 

and  wise  man  would  have  been  so  sadly  ensnared.    Alter  all  the 

warnings  he  gave  others,  he  became  a  slave  to  his  own  appetite. 

.     *  Maay  of  the  people  were  led  twiQr*apaciaUy  the  ccQnicn,wl«08«ienUl7WtUlmo^ 
Bing^  rellgioii. 

t  This  waa  wi  adaonltlon  to  Jefoboem  not  to  moleet  Solomon  idl  hh  day*,  oor  tmitato 
as*  cxampie  in  becoming  m  idolater ;  else  be  wonid  forfeit  his  privileges  likewise. 

.^Jl''^^^^*'^  oTdotigcj  petiiaptlhe  prophttauiABiioicctctofit^orgvre  Jecobsm 
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VhmtikaAok  ail  liis  wM«ttt,  irheH fab  fMiietil  mn away  vi& 
hkm  t  Tm  ttefantholf  snyry  oMiUdna  an  awful  admoiutiQa  to  us 
«IL  La^  not  those  whii  at«  advanoed  In  yeara  thmk  themselTc* 
(^lite  aoonro  $  though  tbeie  are  properly  youthful  luits»^  and  are 
tliai  xttoal  danfjiel'Ma,  ytl  eautioa  is  necessary  fiir  alL  Dearly  be* 
4av^  I  be^eeci^  fotif  m$  pUgrnM  ^d  Mransefy  abtudn  jfrimt  JleMif 
4tmi9f  «aUrA  wmr  Mgmnut  iheso^^ 

9.  In  pfopiirijuii  to  Ottr  pfi^egeti  add  adiwitages,  is  our  guilt  in« 
dfieaaedy  if  We  linsak  the  commtfids  of  God.  Solomon  had  great 
ndtPSKitages  by  &«rid^s  exSaaipb  aiid  in&tractioDS ;  this  aggravated 
hio  Ibilyv  CMidi^  of  godly  parents  should  beware ;  and  serve  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  and  waHc  in  their  pious  stdps.  It  is  observed 
that  God  appeared  to  him  twice.  Let  us  remember  that  God  ob<- 
serves  how  often  he  has  appeated  to  and  for  us,  in  the  bounties  of 
iMTyvfdtiMse,  hsithe  checks  dfconsciencey  in  the  workings  of  the  spirit^ 
^nd  admouitions  of  bis  word.  This  aggravates  our  guilt  if  we  for- 
get hlmi  and  ha^eour  hearts  turned  away  from  him* 

S.  AII%ho  sin  fl^asnatGodyinjuretheir  own  peace  and  happbesa. 
While  SoiomoR  was  vntuons^  thfere  was  no  adversary  or  evU  occur* 
-ttnot )  but  when  k6  revolted^  vnrious  enemies  were  stirred  up  s 
God  reserved  this  stourge  for  himy  and  when  he  revolted)  they  cor* 
Tected  fahn.  PesMle  endb  when,  implel^  and  lasciviousness  begin. 
8tfkiiDt  only  sepanstes  between  God  and  the  souly  but  arms  innu* 
'tuecafoleenemksagainst as.    Thereibre) 

^.  •  Let  those  who  have  madfe  tfatf  most  public  professions  of  reHg« 
loiH  atmi  shown  great  seal  in  it»  continue  on  tl«eir  guard,  lest  thejr 
depart  from  God.  How  exdeaewtly  weU  did  Solomon  begin  his 
reign  I  with  how  much  seriousness  I  andr  what  a  prayer  did  he 
t))ffbr  !  But  how  sadly  was  his  glory  tarnished  by  what  is  here  relat* 
ed  !  k  made  him'  to  set  in  a  eloud.  Lei  mm  then  tint  thmketh  he 
etandeik^  fate  heed  lett  heJbH :  and  let  us  aU  use  great  caution  and 
watchftilness^  even  to  the  end  of  life. 

S.  Whatever  the  chrisiiaA^s  enjoyments  or  comibrts  in  this  life 
•re,  he  should  long  to  be  at  home.  The  conduct  of  this  Edomite 
vuggests  this  to  us^  v.  2a.  He  lived  in'ease,  pomp,  and  splendor* 
and  wanted-  nothing ;  but  still  ik  says,  Ze(  me  go.  This  worid  is 
net  the  ehristian^s  home  or  reift ;  his  hebrt  and  affeaions  breathe 
after  heaven;  hft  deMireB  to  di^iorti  tmd  to  be  ^th  CkrUt^  %MchU 
\^  better^ 

CHAP.    XII. 

*  4   • 

The  tieofde*9  petition  to  Rehokoam^  and  hiaJooUoh  answer  s  the  rfifoU 
of  the  ten  tribeo  fiom  the  house, ^  JDamd  tmdot  J^oboam^  and  tha 
M^fui  methodthe  toot  /a  iotabOoh  hie  kingdofiu 

1  AND  Rehoboam  went  to  Shechem  t  for  all  Israel  were 

2  xjL  come  to  Shechem  to  nud^  him  king.*   And  it  came  to 

*  The  people  were  dt^poted  to  revolt,  and  therefore  met  at  SbechenD*  whicti  w»i  lo  tbo 
center  «r  the  kimdon,  to  ntkfi  htm  khigr  «pon  condition  tfatf  U  would  redreis  their  iijgsi 
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'     lieard  [i>f  it,]-  (for  he  was  fled  from  the  presence  of  Jung  SokK 
^  3  mon,  and  Jfefoboam  chrek  in  Egypt ;)  That  they  sent  oad^called 
' '  him  ;  knowktg  AU  {Htt^eefio^  to  ikefimdly  ff  Sdomonf  th^  eiders 
•  and  heads  fiftribt^  sent  Jbr  Mirny  demring'  t Ac  presence  and-wsmst* 
ance  pfu  mmt  mh9  htti  m  muek  refintation  and  interests    And  Je« 
rpboam  and  all  the  congregation  of  lainel  came,  and  spake  oiil» 
'  4  Refaaboanif  ^yrtigs  ^T  £uh«r  .made  our  yoke  grievo«ia:s  aow 
thefHbi^  fttake  thoO  the  grievous:  service  of  thf  frther,  aod  lum 
'      hi^vy  ybk^  which  hc^  pot  upon  imi  lighter,  ana  we  will  aenre 
]  9  tHec.*"    And  he  said  unto  thexn,.'J)epart  yet  [.for]  three  d»y% 
tlien  eome  agahi  to  mv. ;  he  took  Ume  to  tngtdre.and  examine  mfs 
the  truth  of  their  aUegation4  i  And  the  people  departed. 
'  ^      And  kin^  JtehoboMn  eonoukcd  wkh  the  old  meti,  his  old  privy 
*'     cttMeHorsy  that  had  stood  before  So1c»iob  his  father  while  he 
yet  livedo  and- said,  How  do  ye  advise  tliat  I  may  answer  thi» 
7  people  ?  And  they  spake  unto  hiti^.  uying,  If  .tho«  wilt  be  a 
*'   servant  dfito  this  people  this  day,  atul  wilt  serve  theiDy  and 
"  '   answer  \A)em,  and  speak  good  woiids  to  them,  then  they  irill 
^   '  1>e  thy  Seftafit»  for  ofer  ;  gme  them  eonde^cending  and  obUg*^ 
'ing  antnoefSy  and  thou  vdk  mriw  their  hearts^  and  prevent  their  re^- 
-  i  voli.    But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which  the/ 
had  given'hiM)  and  consiikod  with  the  young  men  that  were 
grown  up  with  him,  about  his  &am  age^  [and]  which  stood  befosv 

*  9  him,  ^hom  he  vfosj^d  of:  And  he  said  unto  theai,  What  oaun- 

'  sel  give  ye  that  we  may  answer'this  people^  who  hssft  spoken  to 
me,  saymg,  Kfake  the  yoke  which  thy '  &thef  did  p«t  upon  us 

'  10  'lighter  ?  And  the  young  men  that  were  grown  up  with  him 
thought  the  oid  men  msere  ttmorostoy  arid  had  therefore  ptu  hhk  t^ion 
aeknot^dging  hh  fdther*s  o/ipreasion^  and  they  spake  unta  hinH 

'  •  sMytffgf  Thus  shaJt  thou  speak  unto  this  people  that  spake  ante 
^  thee,  saying,  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy,  but  make  thon 

'  '  {^t}  lighter  unto  t»  $  thus  shak  thou  say  unto  them,  JMy  Iktk 
(finger]  shtfll  be  thicker  than  my  father's  loins  ;Jam  determined 

f .  •  'io  lay  bwrdens  u/ion  you\  aalmuch  heavier  as  a  man*s  loins  are  larger 

;  1  r  thtfn  Ms  Uttle  fnger,    An4  now  whereas  my  fiither  did  lade  you 

*  '>  it'll  a  Heavy  yokei)  I  will  v  add  to  your  yoke »  my  .£itbev  bath 
'dntstiifed*  you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with  soorpi- 

12  pions.t    So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Rehoboun  the 
. -•  4hwLday,as  the  king  had  appQinted#.sayiDg]Ljpoine  to  me  again 

13  the  third  day.     AncT  the  king  answered  the  people  roughly,  and 

14  forsook  the  old  men's 'cotftisel«fhat;  they  gave  him  ;  And  spoke 
to  them  after  the  counsel  of  (lie  young  men,  saying,  My  &ther 
mad^  your'yok^  heaVy,  and  1  will  add  to  your  yoke ;  my  &ther 
[aho]  chastised  you  Vkh  whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with 
scorpions.     Thua  he  totik  ^etr  foolish  advsee^  and  answered  OAe  a 

* 

*  Their  complaint  was  n«t  a^lpst  hit  idolatry,  bat  of  heavy  taxes  and  oppret»i«n.  Wr 
«fWMif<f  imagine  thtk  eoaiplaint  wan  grcratKJRvtt*  tinkaa  kAf  IminoderAte  esyeoac  io  mainnuaiBf 
•ucha  cribvoffirraiilet  inigbt  iiunkn  the  peoplr,  or  Kke  defence  of  hit  kingdom  afaann  htaese* 
ftilt%  mentionedlierore. 

t  These  were  a  tort  of  iash^s  wiib  piccei  of  Iraa  fijtcd  at  ttc  <sd»  VBot  a  sMr  rowtL  » 
JewiA  writera  describe  Uietii. 
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tyrant^  not  Uke  a  king  ;  and  thought  toJHghten  thnn  t9  obedience 

15  ^  thi9  blwtering  language.  Wherefore  the  king  hearktoed  not 
unto  the  people  f  for  thecaime  was  from  the  Lob  d,  that  h# 
might  perform  his  saying,  which  the  Lord  spake  by  Ahljahthe 
ShUomte  unto  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat*;  Gctl  infittuated  hU 
coun»eU  to  annwer  hU  own  fmrftOBe  andJklJU  hit  ward, 

1 6  So  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king  hearkened  not  unto  them, 
the  people  answered  the  king)  saying,  What  pertton  haye  we 
in  David  ?  neither  [havcj  we}  inhei^tanee  itt  the  son  of  Jesse  ; 
to  your  tents,  O  Israel :  tiow  see  to  thine  own  house,  Davi^.  §9 

1 T  Israel  departed  unto  their  tentv.*  But  {as  Ibr]  the  children  of 
Israel  which  dwelt  in  the  cities  -of  Judah^  Rehoboam  telgned 

18  over  them.  Then  king  Reiioboam  sent  Adoram,  v^io  [was] 
over  the  tribute  }  and  all  Israel  stbned  him  with  stonesi,  that  he 
died.f  Therefore  king  Rehoboam  made  speed  to  get  him  up 
to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to'  Jerusalem,  afifirehending  the  storm-  would 

19  next  fall  ufton  him.  So  Israel  rebelled  agaitist  the  house  of 
David  unto  this  day,  and  wouid  not  he  governed  dy  any  of  his 

20  race.  And  it  came  to  pass,  wh^  all  Israel  heard  that  jero^ 
boam  was  come  again,  that  they  sent  and  called  him  unto  the 
congregation,  and  made  him  king  over  all  Israel,  without  anjf 
exftress  condition  that  aftftears^  excefu  a  promise  ro  ease  them  f 
there  wa^  none  that  followed  the  house  of  David,  but  the  tribe 
of  Judah  only. 

81       And  when  Rehoboam  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  he  assembled 

^  all  the  house  of  Judah,  with  the  tribe  of  Benjamin>  an  hundred 

and  fourscore  thousand  chosen  men,  which  were  warriors,  to 

fight  agaii^st  the  house  of  Israel4  to  bring  the  kingdom  again 

23  to  Rehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon.    But  the  word  of  €iod  came 

^3  unto  Shemaiah  the  man  of  God,  saying.  Speak  unto  Rahoboam^ 
the  son  of  Solomon,  king  of  Jud^h,  and  unto  alHhe  house  of  Ju^ 

84  dah  and  Benjamin,  and  to  the  retnnant  of  the  peoptet  saying,  Thu^ 
saith  the  Loan,  Ye  shall  not  go  up,  nor  fijght  against  your  breth- 
ren the  children  of  Israel  e  return  every  man  ta  his  house,  for 
this  thing  is  from  me.  They  hearkened  therefore  to  thc^  word 
of  the  LoRB,  and  returned  to  depart,  according;  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord. 

^5  Then  Jeroboam  bttlH  Shechem  kt  mount  Ephraim,  wHere  he 
was  chosen  kingy  and  fortified  it  far  a  royal  cityy  and  dwelt  there- 
in ;  and  went  out  from  thence,  wd  buill  Penu^,  some  other  for* 

26  tificationy  knowing  thefteofile  were  fickle.    And  JeroboBm  said  ia 


t  He  here  tries  tnothef  metkid  Mreoowr  ti^ai.  bat  It  wm  a  very  fooliih  one ;  heavy 
taxet  were  whtt  thry  oompkiiora  ofy  and  he  ef  nda  Adoram  the  collcator,  the  nmx,  abaaMooe 
nan  in  the  whole  kinxdom.  Perhape  he  thought  they  %roald  regard  a  venerable  old  omii.  wfan 
was  strvant  to  David  and  SoloBioa.  and  now  near  an  haadrcd  yean  old  i  hut  in  the  heifbt  of 
their  resentment  they  ttontd  htm  that  he  died. 

I  Whenhefoood  penoasionwooldnotdothecried  whMfhivaQoaldeiect.  ThtAcnoT 
lod^h  had  a  stronic  attachaient  to  the  houe  of  David*  who  mws  cae  «£  their  ctihc#.  Md  tlm 
oetcrniscd  10  Mtwh  Acpi  htfivt  thcanr  king  w»  imM. 


KX^  IKING8.   XIL 

and  c^rtud  )M>CM#y  w^  CM^s  pkmmsrff  tund  •aidt  Now  shall  tlK 

j|7  UiigdHO  r^tuni  to  the  boiise  of  David «  If  tUt  ptople  go  up  to 
^  (aqrifice  in  Uie  tioiiie  of  th«  J^Ri»«it  J(iruwUeio»  «^  tke  ttn^ 
grt^t/twUBf  ond  oiAtr  solemn  oc^qmofmt  ti^  ^hwfor  cftke  rttjr* 
ihe  remewhrquct  of  JD^md  9md  Soifomumf  <^  perntfrnon  qf  the 
pmH^  and  LeviU9%  will  cim^mrt  fo  Uadikem  to  uwe  with  Judah 
9gm  i  and  ^fp  aba)l  tho  hemt  of  ihif  people  tum  again  unio 
their  lordt  [pf^  unlo  R^helxsaiii  kuig  of  Juda)i>  and  ibey  shall 

%%  kMlniie)  and  go  again  (oRehotpai^  king  9fJvdah.    Wheretipm 

1^  king  took  counieli  paid  he  loade  two  calvea  [of]  goMt  ^^ 

the  dcitif  qfthe  Eg^^uum^  wni^ng  vthom  he  hod  dvfeiij^  and  said 

tinto  theiPt  It  18  too  mudi  ibr  ym  to  go  i^  lo  J^mialeoi  i  be^ 

.  holdthf  0oat,  0  Imdi  a  r^a^r^oentqdon  ^  Mr  GodffJmatif 

Jt9  yfbkdk  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  £^ypt.    And  he  set 

'the  one  in  Betheli  in  the  mnuh^flfiiaec^  mMdfir  Opf*  ttfipearmiKe 

to  »^oht  and  the  otheir  put  he  in  Dalki  m  tiic  nwth^jamom^ 

jMScahi*e  TWoJkhim  i  doth  tit  q  great  distquce/irom  Rehoho^nh  f^ 

9Q  they  ijfumt  to  be  oecMreJIrom  awftUts  in  thfcir  worsh^^  And  tbia 
thil\g  he^qie  a  aiil»  it  wt^  the  kegiamtng  of  shameful  iMatry^and 
made  Israel  to  dn  :  for  the  people  went  [to  worship]  befof«  the 

f^i  ane»  [even]  unto  Dan)  with  the  greatest,  xeaf.  And  he  made  an 
house  of  Ugh  phiceSf  a  temfile  aid  aitqr  Uhe  that  at  JeruaaUmf 
and  madeprteats  of  the  lowest  of  tbe  people,  whieli  were  not  of 
the  scpa  or  Levi ;  or^out  qfaU  the  fieo/Ue  without  dt^inchon^  ieat 
tfthey,  ha4  kefit  ittothf  Levitee^  tfyey  shaidd  bring  them  again  to 

.92  GodU  tmpie  and  aUar  at  Jeruaalem,,  And  Jeroboam  ordained  a 
feast  qftabenaclee  in  the  ^iehth  month,  on  the  fi^eenth  day  of 
the  inomth,  Mke  unto  the  feast  that  [isl  in  Judah,  he  kefit  th$ 
featttf  but  changed  the  $eason^  lu^d  he  olferedupon  t)iQ  akar.  So 
did  h^  in  Betbe^  sacrificing  unto  the  calves  that  he  had  mode ; 
he  not  o^ty  $et  vft  c^iuet  <pm(  ^  altars  but  offered  mcri/Sct^  and 
burnt  incenH  himBelf  ;t  and  he  phi^ed  in  Bethel  the  priests  of 

fi^  the  14gh  pUcea  iirhich  he  had  madik  So  he  offered  upoa  the 
aUav  which  he  had  ^i^e  ip  9ethei,  \he-  fifteenth  day  of  the 
eighth  mouth,  [eveo]  ii^  th^  month  irtiich  he  had  devised  of  hia 
own  heart :  and  prdained  a  feast  unto  the  cbildrtn  of  Israel,  ^acl 
he  off<M!^  u^  th^  aUac  and  burnt  incei^. 


lEFUaCTIONS. 


1. 


WE  here  see  that  wise  men  sometimes  leave  behind  thctn 
foolish  children.    Rehoboam  was  bom  in  the  first  year 
of  Solomon'tt  ragn «  so  th^t  be  was  now  forty  years  old.    He^jad 

.  *  THeie  were  not  desigQcA  to  be  wenkipp^ d  ai  God.  lUw  the  £gvi,»ian  tdob,  bar  only  n 
•  SKdlamof  divine  vonlilp.  or  as  *n  ma^  (iftbe  croc  Ged*  Kl»  Ai.  *  m't  t»\f;  md  tbu  hr 
ftrengtheoed  Uf  alHance  with  £g7^  Tboagh  God  had  prosriied  hiin  a  care  boaoe  If  be  4irf 
not  revelt,  yet  ilm  tcmhif  and  wickedly  he  broke  tbe  coounandt  of  G«<t  and  In.  thU  he  pn- 
fended  to  eoBHrit  tbe  tasf  of  the  9«qfl». 

"f-  We  find  Ml  9  Ckr9i^>  nl.  14-  that  becaof  e  the  Lrvites  wevhi  r*ot  join  with  him  he  ex^I- 
led  dwtBf  mad  fave  thrir  j>osMs«ion«  to  Ma  priests  *,  «pon  wb  ich  the>  went  over  to  Refaoboag;^ 
1111441  jbfi  devwt  laairtitct  nidi  Iheii^  widihwiirepuhetttdtfce  Jrio|do»  tf  aebijbwM 
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waA  tdnoitagci  tii  Wiprovement  in  4Mne  oiid  himiifi  Kteraturet 
and  mall  wiidoah  as  waa  vcvf  extraordinary,  no  prince  had  greater: 
y^  lie  aded  aniad  ami  ^loliah  pan.  Parenta  should  izke  doe  care 
m  the  eduaadoa  of  chUdiiQiy  but  ahould  not  raise  their  expectationa 
Uk>  high)  not  knowing  how  they  may  prove.  This^  particulailyi  ia 
m  reaaoR  why  they  ahotld  not  he  conoerned  to  heap  op  too  much 
vreaKh  for  tham  ;  bacanae  it  ia  only  puttinfc  instruments  of  vice  into 
Choir  handS)  if  they  are  wicked|.JEcr/f«.  ii.  18,  19.  r 

S.  The  readieit  way  for  young  men  to  be  mined,  is  to  follow  the 
advice  of  their  gay  companions,  and  reject  the  counsel  of  the  more 
^ise  aiid  experienced.  The  former  encourage  them  in  their  folly  ; 
teach  them  to  be  proud  and  aelfwiUed  ;  to  abhor  and  cast  off  the 
most  equitable  restraints.  Hie  latter  exhort  them  to  be  thought^ 
ful,  serious,  and  soberminded.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
^lahose  counsel  young  men  hearken  to.  Those  are  not  their  beat 
fnends  who  kfiow  how  to  make  them  merry,  for  that  will  not  make 
them  happy.  *  If,  as  Mr.*  Hekky  obserres,  you  reckon  those  youy 
best  friends  who  feed  your  pride,  gratify  your  vanity,  and  ftrrther  you 
in  your  sinful  pleasures,  you  are  already  marked  for  ruin.'  He  that 
^valketh  with  vrise  men  thai!  be  vnsCf  but  a  companion  qffooU  9haU  6p 
destroyed, 

3.  Proudi  imperious,  violent  language,  alienates  men's  afiectioifSt 
and  disposes  them  to  rebel.  The  old  men  had  learned  of  their  mas^ 
ter  Solomon  that  a  eoft  answer  tvmeth  awatj  wrath  ;  and  it  had  been 
well  for  Rehoboam  had  he  taken  their  advice.  But  he  was  head^ 
atrong  and  imperious,  and  so  lost  tlie  aflcctions  of  his  people,  and 
the  greatest  part  of  his  kingdom.  I^t  us  learn  from  this,  to  open 
our  mouths  with  gentleness  and  kindness.  Let  husbands  never  be 
ttttter  ag^nst  their  wives,  nor  bthers  against  their  children,  not* 
masters  against  their  servants.  Men  love  to  be  spoken  fair  to  ; 
and  gentleness  will  do  what  insolence  and  violence  will  never  do. 
Condescension  and  affability  win  men*s  hearts  ;  apd  br/ore  hmtm 
our  is  humility, 

4.  Whatever  schemes  and  projects  there  are  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  God  is  by  them  fulfilling  his  own  work.  Rehoboam  intended 
to  show  his  spirit  and  authority,  Jeroboam  to  gain  a  kingdom,  and 
the  Israelites  to  get  free  of  their  taxes  ^  but  God  w^s  bringing 
aibout  his  own  purposes*  So  will  he  overrule  the  schemes  of  the 
politicians  of  every  age,  and  all  the  ferments  of  the  people,  to  pro*  m 
mote,  one  way  or  other,  his  own  diuse.    There  be  many  devices  in 

the  heart  qfman  ;  but  the  counsel  qfthe  Lordy  that  shall  stand, 

6.  However  the  commands  of  God  ma^  cross  our  inclinations, 
or  injure  our  present  interest,  it  is  o\ir  wisdom  and  duty  to  obey 
tbem.  Thus  Kehpboam  and  those  who  adhered  to  him  did.  When 
the  prophet  commanded  tbem,  they  desisted,  though  they  might 

frobably  have  succeeded  ;  at  least  it  would  be  brave  and  honoura* 
le  to  atteitipt  it.  It  is  dangerous  to  be  overtaken  in  any  thing 
Which  is  contrary  to  the  commands  or  will  of  God  ;  and  those  cer« 
tatnly  consult  their  own  happiness  on  the  whole>  wbo  keep  dost  to 
iKripe  dir^ctioDa, 


» 
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6.  The  cfoduct  of  the  piou»  Israelites  is  highly  cMiiinendsihfef  to 
adhering  to  the  Levites,  when  Jerobosm  cast  them  out^  2  CAran.  xk 
16.  It  was  much  to  their  honour  that  they  were  not  carried  sway 
with  the  throng,  did  not  join  in  Jeroboam's  idolatry^  but  fled  with 
their  despisedt  persecuted  ministers)  to  join  in  the  pure  worship  of 
God  at  Jerusalem.  £very  pious  Israelite  thought  himself  obliged 
to  own  themy  and  stand  by  them.  All  who  act  thus^  show  a  Dd»le 
spirit ;  and  may  it  continue  among  us  jxod  our  posterity  I  Let  us 
^Utndjfksi  in  the  liberty  vnth  which  ChHst  hath  madtus/ree. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

ITcf  Acvf  here  the  me»9a^e  of  a  firofihet^  delruered  hy  drvine  eUrectton  ^ 
.    the  unhafifiy  manner  in  which  he  was  seduced  i  the  sentence  which 

fOMpoMcd  ufion  him%  and  the  executiw  qf  it  '^  and  an  account  qf 

Jercioa(n*s  continued  wickedness^, 

I  A  N  D,  behold,  there  came  a  man  of  God  out  of  Judah 
XjL  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  by  divine  command^  unto  Bethel : 
and  Jeroboam  stood  by  the  altar  to  bum  incense,  on  a  feast  day  .* 
And  he  cried  against  the  altar  in  the  word  of  the  Loan,  and 
said,  O  altar,  alur,  thus  saith  the  Loan  ;  Behold,  a  cliild  shall 
be  bom  unto  the  house  of  David,  whom  Jeroboam  hath  despised 
ojid  deserted^  Jostah  by  name  ;  and  upon  thee  shall  he  offer  the 
priests  of  the  high  places  that  burn  incense  upon  thee,  and  men's 
bones  shall  be  burnt  upon  thee  ;  he  shall  slay  the  firieetSj  and 

3  burn  their  bonesy  and  thus  defile  the  altar, ^  And  he  gave  a  sign 
the  same  day,  as  an  evidence  that  the  rest  should  be  fidfiUed  in 
due  (imcy  saying,  Thre  [is]  the  sign  which  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  ;  Behold,  the  altar  shall  be  rent,  and  the  ashes  that  [are] 
upon  it  shall  be  poured  out. 

4  And  it  came  to  pass  when  king  Jeroboam  heard  the  saying  of 
the  man  of  God,  which  had  cried  against  the  altar  in  Bethel, 
that  he  put  fortli  his  hand  from  the  altar  to  point  him  mty  say- 
ing,  Lay  hold  on  him.    And  his  hand,  which  he  put  forth 


•  o 


against  him,  dried  up,  so  that  he  could  not  pull  it  in  again  to 

5  hini.    The  altar  also  was  rent,  and  the  ashes  poured  out  bovn 
9               the  altar,  according  to  the  sign  which  the  man  of  God  had  giTcn 

by  the  word  of  the  Lord.     This  firobably  was  done  by  bghtrSng^ 
to  denote  God*s  displeasure j  and  as  a  demonstration  of  his  supreme 

6  power.  And  the  king  answ^ed  and  said  imto  the  man  of  God» 
Entreat  now  the  face  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  pray  for  me^ 
tliat  my  hand  may  be  restored  me  again  ;  beseech  God  to 
change  his  countenance^  and  look  favourably  upon  me.  And  the 
man  of  God,  to  show  that  he  liad  no  iU  willy  and  came  only  for  his 
reformation^  besought  the  Lord  ;  and  the  king's  hand  was 
restored  him  again,  and  became  as  [it  was}  before. 

*  This  he  4id  about  three  hiiadred  wd  tigxj  ycwi  after  this  fnpbssfm  Us  ft  lUnt 
ajuii.  i>  i6b  •     . 
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7       And  the  king  said  Unto  the  manofGody  Cotoe  home  with 
*  B  me,  and  refresh  thyself^  and  I  will  give  thee  a  reward.*    And 
Che  man  of  God  said  tmto  the  king^  If  thou  wilt  give  me  half 
'  thine  house^  I  will  not  go  in  with  thee,  neither  will  I  eat  bread 
r  •  9   nor  drink  water  in  this  place  z  For  so  was  it  charged  me  by  the 

wordof  the  Lord,  sayiogy  Eat  do  hreaA  nor  drink  water^  /utvt 
no  eammumon  mth  them^  in  tkteatadon  t^  thm  idotatryj  nor  turn 
again  by  the  same  way  that  thou  easiest ;  akAor  even  tfie  v>ay 

10  thai  kd  thee  to  the  »ght  of  auch  abominations  :  So  he  went  ano- 
ther way,  and  returned  not  by  the  way  that  he  came  to  BetheLf 

1 1  Now  there  dwelt  an  old  prophet  in  Bethel ;  and  his  sona 
came  and  told  him  all  the  works  that  the  man  of  God  had  done 
that  day  in  Bethel :  the  words  which  he  had  spoken  unto  the 

13.  kmg,  them  they  told  also  to  their  father.^  And  their  father 
said  unio  them,  What  way  went  he  ?    For  bis  sons  had  setn 

1 3  what  way  the  man  of  God  Went,  which  came  from  Judah*.  And 
he  said  unto  his  sons,  Saddle  me  the  ass.    So  they  saddled  him 

14  the  ass  ;  and  he  rode  theraoa,  And  went  after  the  man  of  God» 
and  found  him  sivting  under  an  oak,  lir&d  with  ki^jaumey  and 
hungry f  9o  that  he  would  more  eanly  hearken,  to .  /Af .  tanjuatio^  j 
and  he  said  unto  hiuiy  [  ArO  thou  the  man  of  God  that  earnest 

1 5  from  Judah  ?  And  he  said,  1  [am.]    Then  he  said  unto  himt 

16  Come  home  with  me,  and  eat  bread*  And  he  sa^cl,  I  'may.  not 
retum  with  thee,  nor  go  in  with  thee  :  neither  will  I  eat  breadf 

17  nor  drink  water  with  thee  in  this  place  :  For  it  was  said  to  me 
by  the  word  of  the  Losa>,  thou  shalt  eat  no  bread,  nor  drink 
wi^r  there,  nor  turn  again  to  go  by  the  way- that  thou  earnest, 
J  cannot  therefore  camfdy  with  thy  request*     Thent  firetending  a 

.18  revelation  ta  eountenmmd  theformery  He  said  unto  him, '  I  [am] 
a  prophet  also  as  thou  [art  0  <UEkl  an  angel  spake  unto  me  by 
the  word  of  the  Loan,  saying.  Bring  him  back  with  thee  into 
thine  houses  that  he  may  eat  bread  and  drink  water.    [But]  he 

1 9  lied  unto  him.  So  he  went  hack  with  him,  and  did  eat  bread  in 
his  house^  and  drank  water  }  Me  wearmeseand  hunger  urged  the 
refueelf  and  inclined  him  t0  yield  to  euch  filauMble  reaeonM.\i 

20  And  it  came  to  pasfii  sis  they  sat  at  the  table,  that  the  word 
of  the  Loan  catne  unto-  the  prophet  that'bi*ought  him  back  :* 

*  Itroboam  here  dbooverfd  noch«B|e  of  bean.  He  would  thsuik  and  reward  the  ifMU» 
taentp  Imc  showed  no  regard  to  God. 

t  Thr  prooheC  might  haw  nrfted  a  phitsible  excnae  far  itayfnf •  i*  hofira  that  he  mtRhc 
llRvo  nrlbrinea  Israel*  and  reclaimed  the  lung  while  he  wNa  under  the  iasiirtuion  ^  uim 
inirtclc  ;  and  that  his  presence  Mid  fxhortaclont  might  tura  to  some  goodaccODUl:  hot  all  wv 
given  op,  when  the  eoounaod  bf  God  wm  otherwiie. 

X  Joaephos  savs  this  was  a  false  prophet ;  be  was  probablj  edncatcd  In  the  schoob  of  the 
prof  Aets  mdet  Stiniiiel»  or  aboic  otiior  tutor,  hat  fell  in  with  Jcrobiam's  idolatry.  He  is  not 
callod  a  mam  tf  Godt  and  it  is  plain  his  aoi*  ware  at  the  idolatrous  feast* 

LSone  toppoae  th.ot  this  was  not  done  with  any  evil  design,  but  out  of  cnrioalty ;  I  rather 
the  contrary.  Ifc  was  afrafd  lest  a  prO}ihet  from  JncUIi  shonhl  eclipse  Ids  repncMtion* 
and  therefore  be  endeavonrfd  to  throw  a  blot  open  htm.  by  leading  him  to  »«t  contrary  in  tho 
commands  of  God;  it  i&evldent  his  sons  were  idolaters,  and  he  a  liar.  He  l^w  whathaA 
passed  at  tlie  altar,  and  therefore  could  not  act  on  a  good  or  innocenc  principle. 

*  God  would  imc  vouchsafe  the  true  prophet  a  rcvclatioo.  be cawsc  be  had  acted  contrary  vo 
that  lie  bad  rrcrtved    He  tboncht  fit  ro  prophe*j  by  tbii  wicked  m^n,  at  Iw  did  by  Safauia^ 

*  that  obli^rd  bias  to  aacoae  himacU'  of  lying. 
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SI  And  hfe  cried  unto  the  man  of  GodythaJt  came  from  Jbdah,  ftaj^ 

ing,  fterfutfis  in  great  agony  at  hU  own  gtdii^  and  tfu  h^ury.  ke  hmd 
done  hit  guc9tj  though  the  message  wot  agreeahle  enough  to  hU  en* 
viaus  ttmfter^  Thiis  saith  the  Lord,  FoTaMnocli  as  thod  h%st 
disobeyed  the  mouth  of  the  Loan,  and  hast  not  kept  the  com-' 

IS  mandment  which  the  Lr>R0  thy  God  commanded  thee.  But 
earnest  back,  and  hast  eaten  bread  and  drunk  water  ifi  the  {dace, 
of  the  which  [the  Lord]  did  sajr  to  thee.  Eat  no  breadf  and 
drink  tto  w^ter  ;  thy  carcass  shall  not  come  Unto  the  scpulchrB 
of  thy  fathers  ;  thou  shaft  not  be  buried  among  the  Jews^  thetoani 

fS  of  which  vkts  reckoned  a  mark  of  infamy  i  And  tt€ame  to  pass, 
sJler  he  h£r^  eaten  bread,  and  after  he  had  drtink,  that  he  saddled 
for  him  the  asH,  [to  wit,]  for  the  |n*ot»het  whom  he  had  hronght 

t4  back*  And  when  he  was  gone,  a  Koh  met  bim  by  the  way,  and 
slew  him :  and  his  carcass  was  cast  in  the  way,  and  the  ass 

95  stood  by  it,  the  lion  also  stood  by  the  carcaAi.  And^  behold, 
men  passed  by,  and  saw  the  carcass  caA  in  the  way,  and  the 
Hon  standby^  by  the  carcass  :  and  they  caihe  and  told  [it]  in  the 
city  where  tlie  old  prophet  dwelt,  at  m  wonderful  eventtf 

66  And  When  the  prophet  that  brought  him  back  from  the  way 
heard  [thereof]  he  said^  It  [is]  th^  man  of  God,  who  waa  dis- 
obedient unto  the  Word  of  the  Loan  $  therefore  the  LoaD  hath 
delivered  him  ftnfeo  the  Hon,  which  hath  torn  himy  and  riain  hini» 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Loan,  which  be  spake  mito  him* 

97  And  he  spake  to  his  sons^  saying.  Saddle  me  the  ass«    Aad 

aa  they  saddled  [him.]  And  he  went  and  ibund  his  carcass  cast  ixt 
the  waf,  and  the  ass  and  the  Itoo  standing  bf  the  carcass  ;  the 

39  lion  had.  not  eaten  the  carcass,  nor  torn  the  ass.  And  the 
prophet  took  up  the  carcass  of  the  man  of  God^  and  laid  it  upon 
the  aas,  and  brought  it  back  :  and  the  old  prophet  came  to  the 

do*  city,  to  mourn  and  to  bury  him»t  And  he  kid  his  carcass  in 
his  own  grav^e  ;  and  they  mourned  over  him,  [saying,]  Alas^ 
my  brother  t  This  was  a  usual  farm  i^  lamentation  ;  but  we  might 
hcjfte  it  had  a  good  effect  tsfioft  ktm^  end  ied  him  to  tefientanee, 

dl  And  it  came  to  pass  after  he  had  buried  hhn,  that  he  spake  to 
his  sons,  saying,  When  I  am  dead^  then  hitry  me  in  Uie  sepuJ* 
chre  wherein  the^man  of  Qod  [ia}  buried  ;•  lay  my  bones  be^de 
his  bones,  oiU  qfregatdto  /ii/»t,  and  security  to  himself^  that  las 

tit  bones  might  not  be  burned^  as  ttkis  tttreatened  in  v»  22.  For  the 
saying  which  be  cried  by  the  word  of  the  Lord  against  the  altar 
in  Bethd,  and  against  all  the  houses  of  the  high  places  which 
[are]  in  the  cities  of  Saqia]^i«9  ^viU  siirely  come  to  pass^^ 

•  Tticre  were  many  tbingt  rtfmsrkable  in  this.  That  tbelion  ilidalcl  slaf  him*  and  not 
for  \Am$  nor  drap-oy-thc  us  nor  oie  vancngm.  Tlk^t  the  at*  «h6ald  star  xf£e»\y,  and  th« 
lion  tt>  tn&ard  ch«  careafe^  Thic  ms»  ^P^oot  u>  all  who  wmt  by.  thattht^  wai  not  a  canal* 
bucs  very  estraOrdtnary  crei>t»  an  awtul  providence*  and  a  necessary  act  of  teverity.  H^ 
not  God  fMinbh-^  hhn  thus,  the  tftraefitea  Woold  naVe  been  hardened  in  their  idolatry,  and 
Junre  ooncloded  that  he  Wan  a  falsp  pro^iet.  because  he  had  eaten  and  dnmk  contrary  to  tha 
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» 

93  After  this  thing  Jeroboam  returned  not  from  his  evil  way  ; 
ail  these  miracles  had  no  effect  on  fdm  ;  fierhafis  the  death  qf  the 
mesaenger  hardened  him^  though  it  might  have  been  exfiected  to 
Produce  a  contrary  effect  :  but  he  made  again  of  the  lowest  of 
the  p^ple  priests  of  the  high  places,  vnthout  any  regard  to  tribcj 
eharactcTf  or  condition :  whosoever  would,  he  consecrated  him» 

S4  and  he  became  [one]  of  the  priests  of  the  high  places.  And 
this  thing  became  siti  unto  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  even  to  cut 
[it]  off,  and  to  destroy  [it]  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  which 
waufulfiliedy  ch.  xv.  29, 30. 

REFLECTIONS, 

i .  Tp^  ROM  the  instanee .  related  in  this  chaptery  we  are  taught 
X?  to  adore  the  comprehensive  view  which  God  has  of  the 
most  uncertain  future  events.  What  is  more  contingent  or  uncer- 
tain than  children's  names  !  Yet  he  whom  God  promised  to  raise 
up  from  the  house  of  David,  so  many  years  before  he  was  bom,  ia 
called  Josiah.  Let  us  reverence  him  who  is  a  God  of  knowledge* 
and  to  whom  are  known  all  his  works  from  the  foundation  of  Uie 
vorld. 

3.  See  how  soon  and  how  easily  God  cm  blast  persecuting  pow« 
ers,  and  disable  their  cruel  hands  :  Jeroboam's  hand  withered  in  a 
moment^  so  that  he  could  not  draw  it  back.  We  have  little  reason 
to  be  afraid  of  man,  when  we  are  employed  in  the  cause  of  Gody 
who  can  at  once  disable  and  confound  his  proudest  enemies. 

3.  It  wen  becomes  God's  prophets  resolutely  and  foithfiilly  to 
adhere  to  his  directions  &  not  to  fear  the  face  of  man,  but  speak  all 
be  commands  them,  keeping  close  to  his  injunctions,  and  rc»c4utely 
abiding  by  what  he  requires.  May  this  be  the  temper  and  practice 
of  all  God's  prophets  ! 

4.  Good  men  are  in  great  danger  of  being  seduced  by  pretenders 
to  saiictity  and  divine  revelation,  whiph  was  the  case  here.  The 
good  prophet  did  not  suspect  a  person  who  pretended  to  have  divine 
revelation.  Many  are  thus  led  into  erronedus  notions  and  sinful 
practices  by  artful  men,  pretending  uncommon  zeal,  and  extraordl* 
nary  illuminations.  There  are  some  instances  of  this  in  the  pres- 
ent day  ;  therefore  believe  not  every  Mfiirit^  but  try  the  spirits  ;  be* 
ntfare  qf/aise  firofihets.  His  fault  was  credulity  ;  giving  credit  to  a 
message  which  was  contrary  to  what  God  had  declared,  without 
sufficient  evidence  that  it  came  from  hi^.  Let  us  learn  not  to 
regard  what  men  say  in  religious  matters  without  evidence  ;  espec- 
ially when  they  make  extraordinary  pretences  to  divine  illuminations 
and  inspirations.  There  is  great  reason  to  suspect  such.  The 
sim/iie  believe^  and  are  punished  ;  but  wise  men  are  cautious.  Be 
not  children^  tossed  to  and  fro  by  every  wind  ofdoctrincy  and  cunning 
meny  v>ho  lie  in  vrait  to  deceive, 

5.  God  sees  the  sins  of  his  people  with  great  displeasure.  Ho 
was  angry  at  this  good  prophet,  and  animadverted  on  his  misbehav<* 
iour ;  not   even  his  profession  of  pure  religion,  his  office  as  a 
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.prophet,  his  good  character,  or  good  senrices,  conld  sectirc  bin 

from  God's  anger.     This  is  an  important  caution  to  all  to  be  afraid 

of  sin  ;  for,  should  we  escape  the  wrath  to  come,  yet  some  dread- 

*ful  anguish  of  spirit,  or  temporal  calamity,  may  overtake  ns  here. 

6.  Let  us  learn  not  to  judge  of  men  by  afflictions  or  prosperitj. 
One  would  have  thought  this  wicked  prophet  would  have  been  de- 
stroyed rather  than  the  other.  But  he  escaped  the  lion  ;  he  was 
to  die  a  natural  death,  while  the  other  was  slain.  God^s  judgmmu 
are  a  $rtat  deefi.  \Vc  do  not  know  good  or  enl,  nor  men's  real 
characters  ;  it  is  therefore  folly  and  presumption  for  us  to  judge 
of  them  by  their  external  circumstances  :  judge  nothing  before  ikt 
time, 

7.  We  learn,  that  the  motions  of  beasts  are  under  divine  direc- 
tion.  Tiie  lion  never  attacks  but  when  he  is  exceeding  hungry,  and 
is  particularly  fond  of  the  flesh  of  asses  ;  therefore  God's  proii- 
-dence  was  remarkable  in  the  instance  before  us.    He  directs  tfaeir 
^8teps,  changes  their  instincts,  and  all  to  serve  hb  own  purposes.       A 
-The  faithiul  senrants  of  God  shall  be  at  league  with  the  beasts  of      m 
'the  field  ; '  while  he  defends  them,  no  lion  or  wHd  beast  shall  de*      ^ 
4»troy  them.    But  if  Go^  is  our  enemy,  he  can  make  tame  ones  in- 
struments of  our  destruction. 

8.  Let  us  lament  the  tertible  obstinacy  of  sinners,  and  the  little 
je8<ect  which  divine  judgments  have  upon  them.  Jeroboam  and  bis 
'tdolatro«m  priests  were  not  affected  by  this  wonderful  scene.  V'icey 
•especially  idolatry,  besots  men,  and  takes  away  their  hearts.  May 
we  guard  against  declension  from  God,  against  the  first  step  in  an 
<ill  way  ;  before  our  hearts  be  hardened^  and  judgments  or  dellTo 
iances  make  no  impression.  The  grand  lesson  from  the  whole  1% 
to  fear  Godj  and  kee/t  hu  commandmcntB  $  for  nn  wHl  alway*  bring 
•^bittern^Ba  in  the  end. 
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'77ie  eicknew  and  death  of  Jeroboam'0  «07i,  and  the  doom  of  hit  king' 
dom  foretold  ;  and  Rehoboatn*%  trouble  and  death, 

\     \T  that  time  Abijah  the  eldest  son  of  Jeroboam,  and  heir 

2  JTjL  a/i/iarent^  fell  sick.  And  Jeroboam  said  to  his  wife,  Arise, 
I  pruy  thee,  and  disgoise  thyself,  that  thou  be  not  known  to  be 
the  wife  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  get  thee  to  Shiloh  ;  behold,  there 
[is]  Ahijah  the  prophet,  which  told  me  that  [I  should  be]  king 

3  over  this  people.*  And  Jeroboam  aaid^  Take  with  thee  ten 
loaves^  and  cracknels,  (a  sort  (fhard  cakes  or  buns)  and  a  cruse 

•  He  conh!  not  trust  either  the  ^n  or  the  prietu  he  lad  made;  but  chose  his  witf  to  be 
the  mesften^r,  that  she  mixht  bring  him  a  fVichful  report.  She  wax  to  disgoise  herself,  that 
the  prophet  might  speak  freely  and  iiuiiffereiuly  tn  her  ;  »nd  that  it  mit;bt  not  be  known  pui»' 
licly  that  he  paid  sn  much  nipect  to  a  proplwt  of  Jud«h*  lest  it  should  letsen  the  people'*  zed 
ftM*  the  caives.  He  mij^htiiUo  fear  lest  the  prniihet  &))Oukl  send  him  a  reproof.  On  the  whole, 
to  think  that  he  cnnUi  dcctrive  a  prophet^  %vho  lorecold  future  evcuO/  and  had  warac4hijn  of 
'Idotoci-} » ducovetcd  great  •inpUity . 
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of  honey,  and  go  to  bim :  he  shall  tell  thee  what  shall  become 

of  the  child.    He  doet  not  desire  his  firayera^  though  he  had  seen 
hov>  firevalent  the  prayers  of  a  firofihet  had  been  in  his  own  case. 

4  And  Jeroboam's  wife  did  so,  and  arose,  sind  went  tcT  Shiloh,  and, 
came  to  the  house  of  Ahijah.    But  Ahijah  could  not  see  ;  for  his 
eyes  were  set  by  reason  of  his  age  ;  his  sight  was  goncy  but  still 
he  had  the  visions  of  the  Lord, 

5  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Ahijah,  Behold,  the  wife  of  Jero- 
boam Cometh  to  ask  a  thing  of  thee  for .  her  son  ;  for  he  [is] 
sick  :  thus  and  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  her  :  for  it  shall  be, 
when  she  cometh  in,  that  she  shall  feign  herself  [to  be]  another 

6  [woman.]  And  it  was  [so,]  when  Ahijah  heard  the  sound  of 
her  feet,  as  she  came  in  at  the  door,  that  he  said,  Come  in,  thou 
wife  of  Jeroboam  ;  why  feignest  thou  thyself  [to  be]  another  I 
for  I  [am]  sent  to  thee  [with]  heavy  [tidings.]  .  Ne  intimates 
Ms  knowledge  of  her  fierson^  that  she  might  give  greater  credit  to 

^  the  message  ;  yet  iiddr esses  her  like  a  firofihety  not  like  a  courtier. 

7  Go,  tell  Jeroboam,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  Goo  of  Israel,  Foras- 
much as  I  exalted  thee  from  among  the  people,  raised  thee  from 
a  private  station^  and  made  thee  prince  over  my  people  Israel, 

8  And  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the  house  of  David,  and  gave 
it  thee  :  and  [yet]  thou  hast  not  been  as  my  servant  David,  wUo, 
kept  my  commandments,  and  who  followed  me  with  all.his 
heart,  to  do  [that]  only  [which  was]  right  in  mine  eyes  ;  hast 
not  observed  the  orders  that  were  given  thee^  nor  kept  from  idola- 

'9  try  as  David  did ;  But  hast  done  evil  above  all  that  were  before 
thee  :  for  thou  hast  gone  and  made  thee  other  gods,  and  molten 
images,  to  provoke  mc  to  anger,  and  hast  cast  me  behind  tby. 
back  ;    neglected  mcy  and  treated  my  service  with  contempt : 

10  Therefore,  behold,  I  will  bring  evil,  universal  destructio?!^  upon 
the  house  of  Jeroboam,  and  will  cut  off  from  Jeroboam,  ^im 
that  pisseth  against  the  wall,,  [and]  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left 
in  Israel,  shut  up  at  home  in  places  of  security  ^  or  left  in  the  coun^^, 
try^  and  will  taie  away  the  remnant  oOhe  house  of  Jerobo«im," 
as  a  man  taketh  away  dung,  till  it  be  all.  gone,  leaving  none^be- 

11  cause  of  the  loathsomeness  of  ity  ch,  xv.  29,  Him  that  dietli  oC 
Jeroboam  in  the  city  shall  the. dogs  eat  y  and  him  that  dieth  in 
the  field  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat,  none  shall  ^e  buried  ;  ^nd 

12  the  decree  is  irrevocable^  for  thp  LoKO  hath  spoken  [iUj  A^'ise 
thou'  therefore,  get  thee  to  thine  own  house  :  [and,l  as  a  ^ign 
of  the  truth  qf  this  prophecy^  when  thy  feet  enter,  into  tl>e  city* 
whsnjhou  art  gone  but  a  tittle  wqy  in  the  city^  even  so  far  as  to 

13  the  threshold  cfthe  king^s  door^  (v*  17.)  the  cbUd  shaH  die.  Aad 
aU  Israel  shdl  mourn  for  him,  and  bury  him  :  for  he  only  of 
Jeroboam  shall  come  to  the  gr^ve,  becausi^  in  i)j^  there  is 
found  [some]  good  thing  toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  in  the 

U  house  of  Jeroboam.*    Moreover  the  Lord  shall  rareehim  up  a 

'  ^  AUjalidiilikrd  the  vorsliip  of  tKe  calves,  tnd  inteiMled  to  reaiove  them  when  It  wai  ia 
his  poiver,  and  to  allow  the  people  to  go  to  Jerosatem.  The  Jew«  say*  that  he  broke  down  aa 
lia%e»  or  fimor/ wfaidi  hb  ftfhcr  lad  iBiidfe  19  pctveoi  fehnr  1^ 
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king  over  Israel^  Beuuha^  M^hp  shall  cut  off  the  hou|c  of  Jero- 
boam that  d{^7  :  but  Mrhat  ?  when  9haU  tfda  copi^  to  fia»9  ?  even 
now,  vtryi  qtdckly  i  it  ia  qa  sure  aa  if  it  were  even  now  don^, 

'15  For  the  Lqrd  Sihall  smite  Israel,  ybr  cmaenting  or  ioining  in 
idolatry^  as  a  reed  is  shaken  in  the  water,  there  ahall  he  fierfiet'- 
uai  commotions  or  civil  wars  ;  and  he  ^hal]  root  up  Israel  out  of 
this  good  land,  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers,^  tmd  newjami&e9 
4hatl  take  the  throne^  and  shall  scatter  Xhi^xxx  beyond  the  river 
Mufihratea^  l^ecause  they  have  made  their  groves,  in  vfhich  they 
placed  the  imagea  qf  their  goda^  provoking  the  Loi^D  to.  anger. 

16  And  he  shall  give  Israel  up  because  of  the  sins  of  Jeroboaniy 
who  did  sin,  and  who,  by  fda  quthqrity  and  examfile^  nvade  Israel 
to  sin. 

'17  And  Joroboam^s  wife  arose,  and  departed,  and  came  to  Tir« 
zah  :*  [iind]  when  she  came  to  the  threshold  of  the  door,  the 

;18  child  died  ;  And  they  buried  him  ;  and  a]l  Israel  mourned  for 
him,  according  to  the  wo^d  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by 
the  hand  of  his  servant  Ahijah  the  prophet.  There  wo*  a  gni' 
eral  mourmngy  which  confirmed  what  the  profthet  had  denounced^ 
and  woM  a  aign  that  the  re$t  t^fthfi  threatening  ahould  he  fulfilled  i9 
due  time. 

|1 9  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  how  he  warred,  and  how 
he  reigned,  behold,  they  [are]  written  in  the  book  of  the  chroni- 
cles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ;  not  in  the  Chroniclea  ojour  Bihle^  but 

50  in  their  civil  records.  And  the  days  which  Jeroboam  reigned 
[were]  two  an4  twenty  years  :  and  he  slept  with  his  fathers, 
and  Nadab  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. t 

51  And  l^ehobotan^  the  son  of  Solomon  reigned  in  Judah.  Re- 
hoboam  [vfas]  forty  and  one  years  old  when  he  began  to  reigo, 
and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in  Jei-usalem,  the  city  which 
the;  Lord  d(d  choose  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  put  his 
name  there.    And  his  mother's  name  [was]  Naamah  an  Am-. 

52  monitess^  And  Judah  did  evilin  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
they  provoked  him  to  jealousy  with  their  sins,  which  they  had 
comn^itt^d,  above  aU  that  their  fathers  had  done,  more  than  in 

53  the  time  qf  the  judges^  For  they  also  built  thpm  high  places, 
and  iinages,  i^nd  groves,  on  every  high  hill,  and  under  every 

24  %reep  trecl  And  there  were  also  sodomites  in  the  land  :  [and] 
they  did  according  to  all  the  aborninaiJons  of  the  nations  which 
the  LoRp.  cast  out  before  the  children  of  IsraeL 

S5  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Rehoboam,  [that] 
Shishak  fch.  xi.  40.)  kjnfg  of  Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusa-: 

66  \em  :|)  And  he  took  away  th^  tre^ures  of  the  house  of  the 

*  SAeehAiii  wiis  tile  royftl  city  «  fint^  bat  Tirnh  was  a  beantiAil  plKe>  wliere  Trrotoam 
kept  hit  ebon. 

t  We  read  |ik  t  PVm.  xl|i.  IQ.  that  the  ^ord  «tnick  Jercibq»m  with  tOttic  violent,  mSq&I 
dts«a$e,  or  grieTOos  accident,  ta  that  he  died  imder  the  apparent  dUpleasurc  of  Gad. 

I  They  boilt  tensplrt,  or  little  edi&ea,  abont  their  wage*,  M>ineti«>ct  called  frowby 
^eathen  writers,  because  thty  were  oHgmaUy  worship|>ed  !n  grovet. 

I  RcbobiKim  met  with  a  apeidy  pmlibaieiic  for  bia  revolt ;  he  adhered  to  thr  worvhip  oT 
Pod  three  years,  in  the  fourth  he  tommitted  ai»m rnasims,  in  the  fifth  Shishak  cwmc.  In  t 
Chrm.  xiu  >.  It  is  said  Shishak  had  swelve  hundred  chariocs*  tiatf  rhoviSAod  Uvsemeii,  wbA 
Utot  ipkUcn  wttbout minfatr,  aiid  he  a^  Jeaaaalev  withotf  •ffsun'i 
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LoRDi  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  bouse  ;  he  even  took  away 
all :  and  he  took  away  all  the  shields  of  gold  which  Solomon 

^7  had  made,*  And  king  Rehoboam  made  in  their  stead  brazen 
shields,  to  keefi  itfi  the  appearance  of  dignity^  and  committed 
[them]  unto  the  hands  of  the  chief  of  the  guuxl,  which  kept  the 

96  door  of  the  king's  bousje*  And  it  was  [so,]  when  the  king  went 
in  to  the  house  of  the  Lo rd, /or  ^^  atiti  vfent  there  on  some  great 
occQ9ian9y  that  the  guard  bare  them>  and  brought  them  back  into 
the  guard  chamber. 

129  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Rehoboam,  and  all  that  he  did, 
[are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 

30  of  Judah  ?  And  there  was  war  between  Rehoboam  and  Jerobo- 

;31  am  all  [their J  days.  And  Rehoboam  slept  with  his  fathers,  and 
was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David.  And  hi^^moth- 
er*s  name  [was]  Naamah  an  Ammonitess  ;  his  motherS  name 
.  U  mentioned  again ^  to  intimqte  thqt  he  behaved  Hke  the  son  qfan 
Ammgnite  rather  than  an  Israelite,  And  Abijam  ht&  9Qn  reighe^ 
in  his  stead, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I .  TT  O  W  horrid  is  it  for  those  who  have  known  Cod  to  be  easy 
JTX  in  their  sins  !  Jeroboam,  when  hb  child  was  sicki  despised 
kia  gods  and  his  priests  ;  nothing  would  satisfy  him  then  but  apply^ 
ing  to  a  good  prophet.  So,  when  men  forsake  their  duty,  and  rua 
into  sin,  they  ai'e  iii  want  of  trqe  sati^&ction  and  comfort,  and 
despise  the  lusts  and  pleasures  which  they  have  served,  and  the 
company  they  have  keptf  and  /tierce  themselves  through  mth  mamf 
^orrovfs, 

3.  God*s  own  people  are  liable  to  the  infirmltiea  of  age,  as  weR 
9s  otherar  The  good  prophet  was  incurably  blind*  It  is  the  cascr 
cf  m^ny  |[pod  men  j  they  loose  a  valuable  sense,  and  are  deprivedl 
of  many  of  the  comforts  of  life  :  but  they  patiently  submit,  and  sa 
bare  manifestations  of  Qod,  and  the  light  of  his  couotenance^  which 
is  better  than  all  earthly  enjoyments. 

'  3.  How  vain  is  all  dissimulation  when  God  is  concenied.  What 
folly  was  it  in  Jeroboam  to  send  his  wife  in  disguise,  as  if  the  pro** 
phet  that  ,co\ild  know  th^  event  of  the  child's  distemper^  could  not 
know  whose  wife  she  was.  Thus  do  sinners  impose  upon  them-« 
selves  :  they  say 9  Bow  doth  God  knovfP  and  think  tp  hide  them- 
selves from  him  ;  but  they  will  be  discovered  and  disappointed. 
He  sees  them  m  their  tnie  colours ;  judgea  them  by  what  they 
really  are^  and  not  by  what  tliey  seem  to  be  ;  he  will  say  to  aucht 
Go  suty  thouf(Jse  hypocrite y  whtj/eignest  thou  to  be  another  7  Hea^Jr 
Udings  indeed,  when  the  mask  is  pulled  off,  and  secret  wickednesi^ 
exposed  to  all  the  world  \  These  shf^ll  h^ve  their  portion  where  the 
greatest  miaery  is, 

*  It  is  tnriaiiiiif  tligit  ih«.kiiigor  Egyitt  43k1  not  vpArt  dtsttof  Jcrtnakat,  an4  ("aIv  tixm 
capiiv«  :  but  Cbe  band  of  the  Lord  wac  in  it,  because  they  humbled  ttif  mseKn  licfore  God  :  te« 
\CfireH  xlt.  4-^.'  They  bccaaie  tributary  to  fhiihak,  and  wflired  many  hara«him»  ts  t^nm 
rhemtbcirsiaaod  foU^. 
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4.  God  remembers  all  the  .&vi>ur&  which  he  h^th  bestowed 
113,  though  we  may  forget  them;  He  reminds  Jeroboam  of  this  ^ 
all  are  registered  in  the  book  of  his  remembrance*.  Let  us  hoc 
forget  his  benefits,  but  Jmprove  them  ;  for  he  will  call  them  ovep 
anocher  day  to  our  shame,  to  show  the  justice  of  our  sentence^  and 
increase  our  condemnation. 

5.  It  is  peculiarly  honourable  in  itself^  and  pleasing  to  Gody  to  be 
gpod  in  a  wicked  family  and  age,  as  Abijah  was.  This  is  a  lesson 
to  all  young  persons,  there  was  seme  good  thing  in  him  ;  amidst  the 
tquaptatioDSof  a  wicked  court  he  kept  his  integrity.  God  takes 
iiotice  of  every  good  thing,  every  gjood  intention,  or  hopeful  begu- 
iling ;  and  this  should  be  a  motive  to  all  young  people,  amidst  th& 
abounding  wickedness  of  the  rising  generation,  to  fear  God,  and 
keep  themselves  uncorrupted.  It  will  be  greatly  to  their  honour  ; 
and  wMie  they  do  thus,  they  will  have  a  peculiar  blessing  from  God, 
and  favour  with  men. 

6.  Early,  and  what  we  call  immature  death,  is  often  a  merc7  to 
t&e  person  removed.  So  Abijah  was  taken  away  before  all  the  evil 
came  on  his  family  and  on  Israel.  We  cannot  see  into  futuritft 
and  therefore  think  their  deaths  uoteasonahle  ;  but  most  probably 
h  is  otherwise.  This  is  a  strong  motive  fisr  patience  and  submis- 
sion to  the  will  of  Godf  who  always  removes  his  servantaat  the  best 
and  fittest  time. 

7;  We  see  the  wisdom  of  humbling  ourselves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God.  2  Chron.  xii.  7.  jind  the  Lord  saidy  They  have  httmbiei 
themselves  :  therefore  I  loill  not  destroy  them,  A  proper  pattern  for 
tis»  The  design  of  afBictions  is  to  bring  us  to  consideration  and  re- 
^litance.  May  we  acknowledge,  witb  theue  people,  that  tfu  Lord 
u  righteous^  and  that  we  have  sinned,  and  deserve  i^I  and  much 
i^aore  than,  we  suffer.  God  will  then  appear  for  us,  and  be  gracious 
to  us.  When  afflictions  have  done  theu*  work,  they  will  be  remov- 
ed, or  their  property  altered,  and  will  appear  to  be  merciful  dispen- 
sations. Let  us  humble  ourselves  wider  his  mighty  handj  and  in  due 
time  tw?  shall  be  exalted,  ^   Once  mpre, 

'  S.  It  Is  just  and  kind  in  God  to  give  men  oyer  to  the  consequences 
qf  vice  and  folly^  that  they  may  know  the  difference  between  them 
iSnd  religion.  2  Chron,  xii.  8.  They  complained  of  tlie  strictness  of 
religion,  ahd  the  ngour  of  the  Mosaic  law  ;  let  them  try  if  they  like 
t\\Q  attack,  the  plundering,  and  usurpation  of  the .  king  of  Egypt, 
tetter.  So  God  suffers  men  to  feel  the  consequences  of  iritemper- 
ahce,  impiety,  and  irreligion,  by  tl^ir  bodies  being  weakened,  their 
substance,  wasted,  the  loss  of  their  reputat^ion,  apd  their  consciences 
lieing  wounded  ;  that  they  may  see  what  a  foolish  choice  they  have 
tnadO)  in  preferring  the  service  of  the  devil  to  thQit  of  God.  Per  if 
that  was  a  thousand  times  harder  than  it  is,  yet  it  is  worth  while  to 
litterid  to  it,  for  the  ivay  of  transgressors  i^  hprder.  L^t  .those,  whose 
iniquities' correct  theni,  know  and  see,  that  it  i^  an  evil  arid  a  bitter 
thhig  to  sin  against  God ;  an4_  say,  as  in  Bbsea  ii.  7.'  /  Vfiil  go  and 
rtiunk  wuo  my  God^/br  then  mis  it  ketttt  with  aie  than  now. 
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CHAP,    XV. 

*.*  A  targtr  aecotmt  of  thete  mattvrt  wlUbe  fixmdia  3  Cftrm.  xiil^xvL  wLkbabadA 
h*  rtm  before  Uu»  Glui|«er. 

jfn  account  of  Abijafn*s  wicked  reign  ;  Asa  •ucceedelh  him  ;  and^  ht 
dying  J  is  succeeded  by  JehoshafihcU  ;  aUo  qfBaashaU  wicked  reign, 

1  ^^  O  W  in  the  eighteenth  yeat  of  Ismg  Jeroboam  the  son  of 

2  XN  Nebat,  reig;ned  Abijam'over  Jndah.  Three  years  reign- 
ed he  in  Jerusalem .   And  his  mother's  name  t  was^  Maachah^  the 

3  daughter  of  Abishalom.  And  he  walked  in  aH  the  sins  of  his 
lather,  which  he  had  done  before  him  :  and  his  heart  was  not 
perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  the  heart  of  David  his  father. 

4  Nevertheless  fer  David's  sake  did  the  Lord  his  God  give  him  a 
lamp  in  Jerusalem,  to  set  up  his  son  af^er  him,  and  to  esti&ltsh 

5  Jerusalem  :  Because  David  did  [that  which  was]  right  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  a«de  from  any  [thing]  that  he 
commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  save  only  in  the  matter 

€  of  Uriah  the  Hittite.    And  there  was  war  hetween  Rehoboam 

7  and  Jeroboam  all  the  days  of  his  life.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts 
of  Abijam,  and  aH  that  he  did,  [are]  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  And  there  was  war  be- 

8  tween  Abijam  and  Jeroboam.  And  Abijam  slept  with  his 
fathers  ;  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David  :  and  Asa 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

9  And  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Jeroboam  king  of  Israel,  reigned 
10  Asa^over  Judah.    And  forty  and  one  years  reigned  he  in  Jeru- 
salem.   And  his  mother's  name  [was]  Maachah,  the  daughter 

•1 1  of  Abishalom..  And  Asa  did  [that  which  was]  right  in  the  eyes 
12  of  the  Lord,  as  [did]  David  his  father.    And  he  took  away  the 

sodomites  out  of  the  land,  and  removed  all  the  idols  that  his  &^ 
*13  thers  had  made.    And  also  Maachah  his  mother,  even  her  he 

removed  from  [being]  queen,  because  she  had  made  an  idol  in 

a  grove  ;  and  Asa  destroyed  her  idol,  andf  burned  [it]  by  the 
14  brook  Kidron.    But  the  high  places  were  not  removed  :  never- 

Uieless  Asa's  heart  was  perfect  with  tKe  Lord  all  his  days. 
•15  And  he  brought  in  the  things  which  his  father  had  dedicated, 

and  the  things  which  himself  had  dedicated,  into  the  house  of 

the  Lord,  silver,  and  gold,  and  vessels. 

1 6  And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Baasha  king  of  Israel  all 

17  their  days.  And  Baasha  king  of  Irael  went  up  against  JudaH, 
and  built  Ramah,  that  he  might  not  suffer  any  to  go  out  or  come 

18  in  to  Asa  king  of  Judah.  Then  Asa  took  all  the  silver  and  the 
gold  [that  were]  left  in  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord^ 
and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  delivered  them  into 
the  hand  of  his  servants :  and  king  Asa  sent  them  to  Benhadad^ 
the  son  of  Tabrimon,  the  son  of  Hezion,  king  of  Syria,  that 

19  dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying,  [There  is]  <i  league  between  me  and 
thee,  [and]  between  my  father  and  thy  father  :  behold,  I  have 
sent  unto  thee  a  present  of  silver  and  gold  ;  come  and  break  thy 


272  L  KINGS.    XV. 

league;  mtii  Aaaslia  kingof  Isruely  that  be  ina7  depaft  irom  nte. 

30  So  Betihadad  hearkened  tiAto  king  Asa,  and  sent  the  captahis  of 
the  hosts  which  he  had  against  the  cities  of  Israel^  and  amoce 
Ijon,  and  Uah,  and  Abeibethmaacah,  and  all  Cinnmth,  with  aB 

3 1  the  land  of  Naphtali.  And  it  caroe  to  pasS}  when  Baaaha  heard 
[thereof,]  that  he  \tk  off  building  of  Ramah,  and  dwelt  in  iTirzah. 

23  Then  king  Asa  made  a  pn)clamation  throughout  all  Judah  ;  none 
[was}  exempted  ;  and  they  took  away  the  stones  of  Raftiak  ; 
and  the  timber  thereof,  wherewith  Baasha  had  builded  i  and 
king  Asa  built  with  them  Geba  of  Benjamin,  and  Mizpah. 

33  The  rest  of  all  the  acts  of  Asa,  and  all  his  might,  and  all  that 
iie  did,  and  the  dties  which  he  buik,  [are)  they  not  written  m 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  ef  the  kings  of  Judah  I  Nevertheless 

^i  ia  the  time  of  his  old  ago  he  was  diseased  in  hia  feet.  And  Aaa 
^ept  with  his  fath^rd^  aiid  was  buried  with  his  fitthers  io  the  city 
of  David  his  father  t  and  Jahoahaphat  his  son  reigned  in  kia 
stead. 

^S  And  Nadab  the  son  of  Jeroboam  began  lo  reign  over  Israel 
in  the  second  year  of  Asa  king  of  Jfadah,  and  reigned  over  Israel 

jH  two  years.*  And  he  did  «vil  in  the  «ght  of  the  Loan,  and  walk- 
ed in  the  way  of  his  £ather,  and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made 
Israel  to  sin  ;  though  he  had  no  doubt  heard  qf  the  threatenatg 
tent  by  jfhijahj  yet  he  worshl/ifted  the  golden  caloe9, 

37  And  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah,  of  the  house  of  Issachar,  ooa- 
spired  against  him  ;  and  Baasha  smote  him  at  Gibbethoo,  wluch 
[belong^]  to  the  Philistines  ;  for  Nadab  and  all  Israel  laid  siege 

3A  to  Gibbethon,  Even  in  the  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  did 

90  Baasha  slay  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  reigned,  [that]  he  smote  all  the  house  of  Jeroboam ; 
he  left  not  to  Jeroboam  any  that  breathed,  until  he  had  destroyed 
him,  according  unto  the  saying  of  the  Loan,  which  he  apake  by 

^  his  servant  Ahijah  tlie  Shilonite  :  Because  of  the  sins  of  Jero- 
boam which  he  sinned,  and  which  ha  made  Israel  sin,  by  his 
provocation  wherewith  he  provoked  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to 

31  anger.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Nadab,  and  all  that  he  did* 
[are]  they  net  written  in  the  book  of  the  chranides  of  the  kings 

33  of  Israel  ^  And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Baaaha  kkig  of 
Israel  all  their  days. 

33  In  the  third  year  of  Asa  kmg  of  Judah,  began  Baasha  the  sod 
of  Ahijah  to  reign  over  all  Israel  in  Tirzah,  twenty  and  four  years. 

34  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan,  and  walked  in  the  way 
of  Jeroboam,  and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin  ; 
Ae  wa§  at  bad  aa  hU  firedece^aors  ;  he  did  not  cut  offtheftmiy.  vf 
Jeroboam  because  they  were  idolaters^  but  with  a  view  to  aecttre 
hU  own  euccension. 

*  tt  was  threat'-Tirtl  to  ItnicU  thsit  it  should  he  ai  a  rerA  sfmhn  im  tk$  mSttti  Md  Iterc 
IPf  let  ItfiilfiUo)}  tlH.7  lud no  lc9i  tUiiii  «t.vcu  kIlls^  duilii^  Asa's  rd^o. 
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»  For  the  trantgrennofM  of  a  land  many  are  theftrhite*  thereof.*    ThU 

M  ilhuiti'dted  in  the  ehttfiter  before  un  ;  where  we  have  an  account  qf 

thei  wi€^edne99  and  destruction  ofBaasha  ;  the  thort  reign  ofZimri  ; 

*th!e  reign  of  Omri  /  and  the  be^nnmg  of  the  infamota  reign  ofAbab, 

I  ^"T^HEN  the  word  of  the  Liomo  came  to  Jebu^  the  son  of 
S     X    Hanani  against  Baaaha,  saying,  Forasiniich  a»  I  exalted 

thee  oat  of  the  dust)  and  made  thee  |Mince  oKr^  my  people  It- 
vael ;  raUed  thee  by  my  providence  from  a  mean  MtatCf  and  mc" 
ceeded  iAy  mttemftt*  agukuC  the  kingdom  ;  and  thou  Hast  walked 
.  in  the  way  of  Jerohoam  ;  continued  the  practice  of  thoot  idolatries 
'-.  for  which  Jeroboam  and  hie  family  were  ritmed  f  and  hast  made 
my  people  Israel  to  sin,  to  provoke  me  to  anger  with  their  sina ; 

5  Beholdy  I  will  take  away  the  posterity  of  Baasha,  and  the  pos- 
.  terity  of  his  house ;  and  will  make  thy  house  like  the  ho«iae  of 
4  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat.    Him  that  dieth  of  Baasha  in  the- 

•  city  shall  the  dogs  eat  ^  and  him  tha^  datih  of  his  in  the  field 
.     shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat ;  he  shall  perish  tike  Jeroboam^  die  a 
violent  death^and  Want^an  hamnirable buHali  t- 1  in 

6  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  ot  Baasha,-and  what  he  did^Idnd  his 
m^ht,  [are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicle's  of  the 

.  6  kkigs  of  Israel  ?  So  Baasha  slept  with  his  fetherst  and  was  bu- 

7  rttd  in  Tirzah  :  and  Elah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  ^And 
also  by  the  hand  of  the  prophet  Jehu  tlie  son  of  Hansa^i,- came 
the  word  of  the  Loan  against  Baasha,  and  agidnit  bis 'house, 

V  .:  even  for  all  the  evil  that  hedid  in  the  sight  ^df  the  Loan,  in  pro- 
.  vdking  him  to  anger  with  idols  the  work  of  liis'  hands^l^  in  being 
like  the  bouse  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  because  he  killed  him,  that  is^ 
.  Jeroboam's  son  ;  doing  it  to  satisfy  his  own  QnUntion^  he  was  no 
better  than  a  murderer* 
%      In  the  twenty  and  sixth  year  of  Asa  k!wg  of  l\idiihi  beg%n 
Elah  the  son  of  Baasha  to  fvlgn  over  Ismet  in  Tih&ah  two  years. 
9  And  his  servant  Zimri,  captain  of  half  [his>  chariot^  ootispired 
against  him,  as  he  was  in  Tirtah,  drinking  himself  drunk 4«i  the 
house  of  Arza,  steward  of  [his]  house  in  €*if%ah; '  He  was  a 
debauched  youngfelhw^  indulging  hh  pleasures  while  thearmy  was 
10  in  thefiddy  which  gave  Zimri  an  opfioriunity  to  destroy  Mm,    And  \ 
Zinri  went  in  md  smote  hinn  and  killed  him,  in  the  twenty  and 
seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  ih  his  stei^. 

II  And  it  came  to  paas^  when  he  begm  to  reign,  as  soon  as  he 
sat  on  his  throne,  [that]  he  slew  all  the  house  ^  Baasha :  he  left 
hhn  not  one  that  pisseth  against  a  wall,  neither  of  his  kinsfolks, 

12  nor  of  his  friends,  who  were  Hkeiy  to  avenge  his  death.  Thus  did 
Zimrt  destroy  all  the  house  of  Baasha,  according  to  the  word  of 
the  LoftD)  which  he  spakcagainst  Baasha  by  Jehu  the  prophet. 


*  This  proi^lict  wii  the  mb  of  Ucq  who  was  employed  to  reprove  Asa  for  bis  miac^rrUfe. 

t  This  ts  laaitkacdaaaa,  ID  show  ho 
comadBBkM«Mfi3SSSthad(»4A 

Vol.  hi.  L  1 


t  Thb  ts  tesiirlwud  agtf  ■.  id  show  how  faithfiillj  and  cooragesasW  the  prophet  exeaa&ed 
'bll  comnlBBkM,  MfS^«Sthad(ea4fel  maasafr.  . 
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13  ForaUthesinsof  BapluifyandlivemBof  EhhhisflOD^by  whkfa 
they  sinned,  and  by  wKicfi  they  made  Israel  to  sin,  in  provoking^ 

14  the  I^rd  God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanities.*  Now  tht 
rest  of  the  acts  pf  Elah,  and  all  that  he  did,  [are]  tbe^  not  writtea 
in  the  book  olT  the  chronicleB  of  the  kings  of  Israel  f 

15  In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  ot  jTudahi  £d 
Zimri  reign  seven  days  in  Tirzah.  And  the  peoph:  [were]  en- 
camped against  GibbethoD,  Vbich  [belonged]  to  the  PfiXstines. 
The  FhUUtmK^  had  retaken  U%  mdithfi  Jhneitiew  noitf  irrkadedii 

16  again^  .  And  tiie  people  [that  we^e}  encaroped,  oH  the  ammff 
heard.  sa.]r»  Zimrt  hath  conspired)  and  hath  also  sbtn  the  king : 

.     twhei^re  ail  Israel  made  Ottiri»  the  captain  of  the  host^  king 
It  over  Israel  that  day  in  the  CAinp»    And  Oinri  wont  tip  from 

•  Gilibethont  and  all  Israd  witii  .him,  and  they  besieged  Tffzah. 
IS  Aiki  it  came  to  pass^  whefr  Zimri  saW  that  he  vmu  not  ahie  to 
'     drfendhlptM^lf^  and  that  the  city  was  taken*  diat  be  ve^  tnlo  Ihe 

pfdace  of  the  king^s  house,  ihcHrdn^est  fiarCj  aikf,  ieit^  q/rmd 

f^MHic  ^idmeftU/tuTthhtnenty  and  leU  the  ireasmtff  ehotUd/iil  into 

>       Omri^o  handSf  fie  baxnesd  t^  kiog'is 'house  o vet"  him  with  fire, 

i9  a^d  dtedy  For  his  sins  wbtck  he  sinned  in  doing  eVil  in  the  ^ght 

of  the  Lord,  in  i^atiutig  in  the  WAy  of  JeilDboatn>  taid  in  his  sm 

,1  fwhidh  he.  did  to  nudLe  Israel  ^  sin*    In  ihie  short  reign'he  g^ve 

*  iadkoHouit  rfan  ido&ttroue  di^fianHprii  andJiia  resolution  to  dmtiimte 
20  fV,  fierhape  by  some  fiubUf  edicts    Now  the  rest  bf  the  aets  of 

Zimrt,  and  iii»  treason  that  he  *ivh>ught9  ihf  nmane  Jn  tned  to 
hring  ahauf  his  consfdraty  agg^ot  the  king  hie  ina«/er,.  [areQ  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  ebronieles  ^f  the  kiifcgs  of  firael  ? 

-21.  llien  were  the  people  of  Bmel  ditided  into  two  parts  r  half 
of  the  people  followed  Tibni  tbe:  fi<»i -of  Giaath^  tonuaee  him 
y^^  and  half  followed  Ofnrt. ;  SThe  Jmjih  not  iikii^^  to  have  a 

K .   .  khig  imfioeed  uiion.  them  ky  the  noidient^  there  vAe  m  ttaU  vur, 

22  vthich  lasted  for  some  years^  in  which  J^hm-vfao  slain.    But  the 

people  that  foMowed  Qmri  prevaited.agmnsC  the  podple  Ihatlbl- 

lowed  Tibni  the  9on  of  Ginfilii  i  fip  Tibni  ^Itdy  and  Oiini  reigned. 

1^3  In  the  thirty  and  first  year:  of  Asa  ktn^  of  Judah,  began  Olnn 
jto  reign  over  Israel  twelve  years :  ^ik  yowrs  reigned  he  m  Tir- 

^4  flsah,  vf/ttle  nfio(ested  hy  TiM^    And»  thepaiace  being  humed^  he 

V  •  bought  the  hill  Samaria  of  Shemer  for  t«o  talenu  sf  silver^  alnna 
!  seven  hiuidred  fioundsy  and  built  <m  tlie  .hill>  and  cUled  the  name 

,    ,  ef  the*city  whioh  he  built,  aQj&r  the  namfe  of  Sbemec,' owner  of 
/the  bili^  Saniaria,'«<$^'cA.m  time  becam  the  rayai  oit^  qf  the  ten 

^S  tribes.    Bot  Omri  wronglit  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lo^n,  lind 

did  worse  than  all  that  [were]  before  hihi»    He  mxtsh^t/ied  the 

•  '  >  calveSf  and  made  a  strict  and  severe  law  to  foreifent  any  from,  going 

to  Jerusalem^  and  to  oblige  his  fieofik  to  idolatry,  (^e  MiemA  vi. 

.96  1 6.)  For  he  walked  in  dUi  the  ^^ay  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat, 
and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel:  to  sin,  topnovoke  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanities. 


( 
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S7  Now  die  mt  of  the  acts  of  Qmri  which  he  did}  i^  hisj 
might  Ahat  he  showed,  [ar^]  they  not  written  in  t^e  boojk  of  tjxk 

28  chronicles  o/  the  king;s  of  Israel  ?    So  Omn  slept  nifith  h^i^ 
fathers,  and  Was  buried  in  S^unsfia  s   and  Ahah  his  son  reigne^^ 
x^  his  stead. 

29  And  in  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Asa  king  9f  Xudah  began 
Al^ab^t^e  sg<^  of^Omri  to  reign  over  Israel :  and  Ahab  t^e  so^ 
of  Omri  reigned  over  Israel  in  Sainana  twenty  and  two  years. 

3f}  And  ^hab  the  son  of  Omri  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  f>oai^ 
3  i  above  {^l  that  [were]  before  him.  And  it  came  to  pas^,  as  if  it 
had  been  a  tight  thing  for  him  tp  walk  in  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 
the  3Qn  of  Nebat,  thai  h^  took  tp  wife  Jezebel  the  daughter  of 
£thbaal  king  of  the  Zidonians^*  and  A^  went  and  served  Baal, 
and  worshij:y)ed  him  as  fiU  gbdf  vdihout  an^  regard  to  JehcrvahA 

32  And  he  reared  up  an  altar  for  Baal  in  the  house  cr  t^mfile  of 

33  Ba^l  which  he  had  built  in  Samaria,  ih^  royal  diy.  And  Ahab 
made  a  grove,  vjhere  he  offered  human  mcrijSceSi  and  used  raany 
abwii^ble  ritea  ;  and  Ahab  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God 
ef  Israel  to  anger  than  M  the  kings  ^  Israti^Mit  were  before 

him. 
^4  In  his  days  did  Hiel  the  Bethelite  buUd  Jericho,  aa  a  seat  of 
idolatrous  vforship^  in  contempt  of  the  curse  in  Joshua^  vi.  36,  and 
09  an  affront  to  Jehwah  ;  but  he  laid  the  foundation  thereof  in 
Abtramhis  first  bom,^d  set  up  th^  gates  thereof  in  h|s  youngest 
[son]  oegvib,!  according  to  the  word  of  the  Loan,  which  he 
apake  by  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun. 

HEFLECTIONS. 

1.  l^^T^^  infer,  tliat  those  who  resemble  oithers  in  their  sins, 
VY  may  expect  to  resemble  them  in  their  pupisbments. 
Jeroboam's  and  Baasha's  families  were  like  each  other  in  their  sins 
jand  in  thjeir  ruin.  How  solicitous  should  we  be  to  avoid  those  shis 
which  liave  brought  poverty,  sha^ie,  and  ruin  upon  bth^rlkmilies, 
lest  we  should  suffer  like  them.  Let  us  take  that  general  advice 
with  regard  to  all  wicked  men,  Come  out  from  athdng  thetn  ;  partake 
not  q/tneirdna^  teat  ye  partake  qf  their  plagues, 

2.  There  is  an  awful  x^arnibg  to  drunkards,  in  tlah  and  Zimri, 
V.  9.  IIow  easily  may  such  become  a  prey  to,  death,  or  injury,  wh€n 
they  have  no  reason  or  power  to  help  themselves  !  To  hdw  many 
dangerous  accidents  are  such  exposed  !  To  sudden  death,  and  ever- 

t        ■       ■       • 

*  Sbe  "WTK  Kn  1ie«tb«n  princeM*  «n4  it  ^vm  contrary  to  the  dtvlne  coamnnd  to  marry 
«Qc1i*  iind  the  wai  an  InfrfMOin  woman  ;  we  read  of  her  wifcfaccaft  and  wtwcedprns,  htr 
idolarrles  and  persecwtions  of  God's  prophets,  in  Rtv>  ii.  ao.  Feraons  who  scdiaced  olfaers  to 
uncteanncssand  idolafryi  wcrecaUolby  her  name. 

t  Baal  sii^ifiet  Lord  ;  it  was  a  name  given  to  the  son.  the  idol  'of  the  Phrnielans,  nnd 
afterwards  to  dead  heroes  and  kings  whom  they  deified.  Jeroboam  kept  up  a  regard  to  Jeho- 
\'ab,  \xax  worshipped  him  throagh*the  inedium  of  fikt  calves*  chiefly  out  ot  policy  ;  tat  Ahah 
was  an  idolater  out  ot  pore  H>ve  to  straage  gods. 

f  His  eldest  son  died  when  he  laid  the  fbondatlon,  his  youngest  when  he  had  finished  the 
iptce  ;  and  the  rest  suddenly,  while  he  was  hiuldin|; ;  perhaps  in  the  hurry  of  his  work  he  did 
not  Bilnd  the  hand  of  Provideiicei  Tnts  w«s  fbar  hondrcdimd  sixty  yrars  after  the  threaten- 
ing, andftlioald  haveuiwht  die  people  to  have  believed  God's  threatining  th^t  he  would  root 
then  om  oi'  Uie  Und  if  uvy  were  rebellioiw  aiul  idolacro)i«. 
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19  16  tlay  my  901  ?*  And>  tktmgk  EUjak  vjqm  naHiraOy  tfa  wtrm 
tfrnfi^Tj  ytt  ctmudering  the  ogtictum  qfthe  vwman^  and  the  wori^ 
^.her  clmt^acierj  he  excused  thU  eglfy  ^immoderate  ftaeeion^  and 
ffdth  gteai  meekness  be  $aid  unto  liery  Give  ^[le  thy  son.  Ami 
hie  tooj^L  him  out  of  her  bosomy  i^d  carried  him  up  into  a  loft, 
wher^  be  icbodey  and  laid  him  upon  \l\%  own  bed :  henee  it  afi-^ 

90  pears  it  was  u  ysung  chUd,  ,  And  he  cried  unto  tlie  LoeD|  and 
8ud,  OLoRD  fnyGod,  ha9t  thou  also  brought  evili  upon  the 

31  widow  with  whom  I  sojourned  by  slaying  her  son  ^t  And  he 
stretched  himself  upon  the  child  Ihree  times,  and  cried  unto  the 
l^tDj  and  saidy  O  Loap  my  God|  I  pray  thee,  let  this  cbild*s 

%%  soul  come  into  him  t^ain.  And  the  Loan  heard  the  voice  of 
Elijah  ;  and  th^  soul  of  the  child  came  into  him  again,  and  he 

3^  revived.  And  F'Ujah  took  the  child,  and  brought  him  down 
out  of  tjie  chamber  into  the  house,  and  delivered  him  unto  his 
mother,  no  douht  with  greca  joy,  a«  aftruour  to  him  and  the  pootr 
widow ;  and  Elijah  said,  See^  thy  son  liveth  ;  see  how  much  . 

mercy  ^  instead  of  severe  justice^  thou  hast  found  on  my  account.  I 

%A  And  the  woman  said  to  Elijah,  Now  by  this  I  know  that  thou 
[art]  a  man  of  God,  [and]  that  the  word  of  the  Lobd  in  thy 
mouth  [i^l  truth.!        , 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  T^fT"  £^-  ^ttve  here  an  instance  of  the  great  efficacy  of  fervent 
VY  pmyer.  James  v.  17.  Ellas  was  a  man  subject  to  like 
(asaions  as  we  Are; ;  and  he  prayed  earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain, 
Imd  it  rained  /not<m  the  earth  hy  the  sfiace  of  three  years  and  six 
months.  The  fervent  prayer  qf  this  righteous  man  availed  much, 
nol  only  stopped  the  windows  of  heaven,  but  raised  the  widow's  soq 
to  life.  But  the  general  truth  it  suggests  is,  that  God  is  near  tp  the 
sOvis  that,  seek  him^  and  his  ear  is  ever  opett  to  their  cry. 

3,  We  have  here  undoubted  pix>of  of  ^od's  command  over  all 
creatures.  He  uses  them  in  judgment  or  mercy,  as  he  pleases  ; 
M  he  did  the  ravens.  Of  all  birds,  these  might  have  been  thought 
the  ;D]ost  tuAkely  to  execute  such  a  commission.  Yet  G^  over- 
came their  instinct,  directed  their  motions,  and  made  them  constant 
in  bringing  their  supplies  to  the  prophet.  Who  would  not  trust 
lum  in  the  greatest  straits  ?  He  caiij  provide  tabks  in  the  wilder- 

*  S!ie  was  chro\%n  Into  great  pertarlntion  and  agonv  of  tfirit  en  acc<mntef  li=r  a«i^ 
»<cknrsa,  and  ipokc  in  a  ha9Cy»  paiaionace  manner.  It  was  a^  part  of  wisdom  to  know  tlMt  af- 
flittions  were  a  puiushmrnc  for  sin  {  Kut  it  was  weakness  to  ckargc  it  upon  the  prophrt»  wh^ 
\^At\,  ^yed  hei -aad  ber  ckydCrom  death.  She  take*  it  for  pranced  that  fjii^h  by  hts  pr««>lieft> 
ic  spirit  had  discovered  some  of  the  sins  of  her  former  life,  and  tho:;ghr  it  h^rd  to  hare  ao 
belter  re turp  fof  hi*  enter  t^inivent.  titan  to  be  iniaisUed  so  aw  fully,  in  so  tender  a  pwrt. 

t  l>rerv  word  hrre  is  eraphacical.    ThoQ  art  my  God  i  this  is  «  poor  widow  ;  this  la  her 

«n!y  sou »  the  atticiioii  is  u|wii  \wl,  as  I  am  in  the  house ;  it  wU|  be  a  reflecrioti  on  thy  pw^- 

^*^«;?».  aR  .U  they  ivefCr-iJltpofiCHti^or  uogratefuU  and  brought  mischief  wherever  they  caxn^ 

I  he  r.iich  of  «this  prayer  is  astonishins*  as  it  seems  to  be  an  unexampled  thing  ;  there  it  bp 

iij>tjncc  of  it  ever  before, 

'  ..  ^3  ?!•  ^*"  ondouhteiSly  transported  tt  ItH  ioy.  She  bellered  he  was  a  prophet  befbre.  m^ 
fy»«>  tun  amaBof  God  in  v.  18.  but  the  death  of  her  chiki  made  her  duubt.  This  mirade 
howbvcr  feonnrmed  her  iluth,  and  marie  her  regwd  all  his  instmctioiia.  It  waa  probable  in- 
•e*Med  M  a  remarkable  proof  rf  the  resurrection*  and  the  exuteiKe  of  the  soul  in  a  sepsirato 
state  i  thereby  to  encoiirage  tlic  righteous,  and  revive  reiigkw  vhen  it  wm  atM  low  aa  cb^ 
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ness  :  raTens  shall  become  purveyors  and  scrvitorS)  rather  than 
his  prophets  shall  be  starved  or  injured. 

3.  We  learn  to  be  liberal)  even  of  a  little.  If  God  has  ^ven  ^% 
lut  little^  let  MS  be  readjr  to  do  good  to  others  ;  to  let  them  share 
trith  us.  Water  was  at  that  time  a  scarce  commodity  ;  yet  the 
'poor  Widow,  in  her  gpreat  necessity,  was  ready  to  relieve  n  strangier. 
/f  hose  who  are  in  low  circumstances  have  no  expuse  for  b/iiig  un- 
•oharitable.  Let  every  on.e  give  of  hisiittle.  Ev^n  a  cup  qf  cold 
nmUer  aWl  not  jtose  iu  rewsard, 

'  4,  We  should  kam,  when  Providence  is  BiQst  remarkably  )cifidt 
^o  pfcjMire  for  rebukes  and  trials.  This  w<Hiia|i  \yas  liapi^  in  a 
constant  supply  of  food,  in  the  society,  instructione  and  p0ra)(«rs  of 
the  prophet,  and  then  her  son  died-  We  should  never  tl^hk  our 
Vnountaio  stands  so  strong  tJiat  it  cannot  be  moved*  l>et  us  cpi^ider 
this  as  a^^h^ngii^  world,  and  use  relations  and  comforts  a^  |l]^>ugh 
we  had  them  ivot ;  sitting  loose  to  all,  for  the/oMon  ^  Ms  $fforid 
juiMft^^way.  .  .   ...  , 

-5«  I«et  us  iQi{m)ve  our  afflictions  as  seasons  for  refleptipg  /i^  our 
ism*  The  desigp.  of  affidncpi  is*  to  call  sin  to  riemembraACfb  to  em- 
itter it  to  us,  ml  incr^asfe.  ca^r  batried  ^f  it.  May  we  fabo^r  t^  im- 
gpironre  it  to  this  purpose  {  \h^n  we  ^hal)  npt  suffer  in  vaia<  Jt^^i^meet 
x^M^mfid  uniO'Godf  Ihopt  ^omr  chauti^etfktnt^  IwUnoi  iJSf^m4\  any 
«l^rr.  Tb^  xxxiv.  31. 

6t.  Let  us  thiok  of  the  joy  with  wUch  saints  shall  be.ro8t^Kpd.at 
'tbe.gepcEral  resorreotion,  ^hen  alli^yfp^sball  b^  iiyed  pn  Cl^rli^y  W 
vhom  the  great  ¥for)c  ^hall  be  aM:on>plished-  W.i^  wlvat  n^pture 
,(Kd  the  widow  receive  her  son  !  With  i^hat  r^sp^^ndjc^^  she 
look  upon  EAjadi !  So  saints,  especially  relations  and  acqusimiince, 
;shfdl  meet  one  aipother  aboye,  .and'|>e  loined  ]s%  their  P9ip|)|ete  pfr- 
aons  at  the  resurrection  ;  they  shf^l  fiqoire  Kh^  power  #ipd  gmic^  that 
pvodjuced  the  change,  shall  see  ia}l.,lke  lypxds  of  the  Lpi^  aocom^ 
plished,  and  Jesus  appearing  as  the  Aithful'and  true  wit&eai* 

7,  \Vhen  God'y  own  pe^^le  z^t  rfb^ious  and  idisobefi«9Qt,;iie 
confers  thejir  privileges  upon  strft^prrs.  Our  Lq^'s  owp  irftoctjon 
is  iUusCrsited  hy  this  story,  Lnkt  ijr*  35.  fiut  I  UU  yofi  q^.pi  'fruth 
mmny  widow  were  in  Israel  in  the  dtty^  qfEUue^  wfien  tbf  htmfftf 
were  ekui  up  three  years  and  eix  trumthe^  when  grf<tf  fytmw  wom 
throughout  oH  the  land.  But  unto  nong  qfthetn  wa9  ^Mw^epfy'etroe 
unto  ^refita  a  city  ofSidon,  unto'a  wonum  that  wue  a -widow,  .God 
punishes  :people  for  their  obstinacy  and  unbelief,  t>y  ta^Q(g  •a^fqr 
their  prinrileges,  a^d  transfisriTiiig  them-to  strangers,,  if  they  do  not 
value  .^uad  improve  them.  May  wex>f  this  oation  cpwder  pijch/a^l 
^speiisatiops,  lest  the  go^>e)  be  taken  from  us,  and  isemt  ;V>  #  lyitioa 
>that  will  make  a  better  improvemc^^f  ;iu  -,. .    '^.  *  i 

•  ■  ■  •     '  '    .  '   .  'I 
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CHAP.  xvin. 

E&jahU  interview  with  Obadiak  and  Ahab^  and  BaaVs  prophett ; 
.  the  removal^ the  calamity  by  obtaining  rain, 

•I  yt  N  D  it  came  to  pass  [after]  many  days,  that  the  word  of 
jLJL  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  in  the  third  year  tiffdiJUf^ht^ 
saying,  Go,  show  thyself  unto  Ahab,  acquaint  him  with  the  cduse 
qfthe  calamity y  and  exhort  him  to  remove  it^  then  I  will  send 

3  ndn  upon  the  earth.  And  Elijah  went  boldly  to  show  himself 
unto  Ahab.  And  [there  was]  a  sore  famine  in  Samaria,  vAscA 
ndght  have  fir&voked  Ahab  the  more  to  destroy  him. 

"  3  And  Ahab  called  Obadiah,  which  [was]  the  governor  of  (hisl 
house.  Now  Obadiah  feared  the  Lord  greatly  ;  he  vhu  a  good 
man^  who  did  not  worship.  Baal ;  but  Ahab  comrdved  at  itj  becaute 

4  he  wa*  afidthful  servant :  For  it  was  [so,]  when  Jesebel  cut  off 
the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  Obadiah  took  an  hundred  pro- 
phets, or  students^  who  were  preachers  ofrightemunetf^^artdsome 
ffthefn  occasionally  inspired^  and  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and 

*  5  ftd  them  with  bread  and*  water.    And  Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah, 

Go  into  the  latid,  untb  all  fouht^ins  of  water  ;  and  unto  ail 

brooks,  where  grass  was  most  likely  to  befound^:  peradventure 

we  may  find  grass  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  afi^e,  that  we 

6  loose  not  alt  the  beasts,  many  of  Which  are  dedd  aJTeadi/,    So  they 

'   divided  tlie  lahd  between  them  to  pass  thro^hodt  it :  Aha& 

went  one  way  by  himself^  and  Obadiah  went  another  way  by 

himself ;  he  would  truit  none  bui  himself  and  Obadiahy  lest  others^ 

by  presents  or  entreaties^  might  conceal  grass  orjbod, 

'  71     And  as  Obadiah  was  In  the  way,  behold^  Elijah  met  him  : 

' '  and  he  knew  him,  and  fell  on  his  &ce,  showing  him  the  greatest 

•'     respectj  and  said,  [Art]  thou  that  my  lord  Elijah  ?  This  was  a 

strdnge  word  from  the  lord  high  steward  of  Israel  to  a  poor  pfrofihet, 

B  And  he  answered  him,  I  [am  :]  go  tell  thy  lord.  Behold,' Elijah 

'  9'  [is  here.]    And  he  said.  What  have  I  sinned,  thai  thou  wouldst 

deliver  thy  servant  into  the  hand  of  Ahab  to  slay  me  ?  it  will  be 

10  at  the  hazard  ofmyHfeto  give  him  this  information,  [As]  the 
LoRi^  thy  God  liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom,  whither  my 
lord  hath  not  sent  to  seek  thee,  to  bring  thee  back  to  revoke  the 

"  'sentence  :  and  when  they  said,  [He  is]  not  [there  ;]  he  took  an 

1 1  6a3th  bir  the  kingdom  and  nation^  that  they  found  thee  not.  Aiid 
now  thou  rtycst,  Go,  tfell  thy  lord,  Behotdy-  Elijah  [is  here.] 

13  And  it  shall  cothe  to  pass,  [as  soon  as]  I  am  gone  from  thee, 
thai  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  carry  thee  whither  I  know 
not  ;*  and  [so]  when  I  come  and  tell  Ahab,  and  he  cannot  find 
thee,  he  ahidl  slay  me  because  I  did  not  secure  thee  when  thou 
wast  in  my  power  :  but  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  Scorn  my 
youth  ;  I  have  not  been  Hke  the  rest  tf  the  courtiers^  and  there- 

13  ftre  ^9ft^  f^ou  wilt  be  concerned fbr  my  m^ety  :  Was  it  not  toM 


PiriHft  thb  wa  Mvetinct  tbt  cate,  whn  Abab  and  Jetebd  hooted  bii 
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'  my  h3(vd,  what  I  did  when  Jezd)el  slew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord, 
how  1 1^  an  hundred  men  of  the  Loan's  prophets  by  fifty  in  a 

14  cave,  and  fled  them  with  bread  and  water  ?  And  now  thou  say- 
est,  Go,  tell  thy  lord,  Behold,  Elijah  [is  here  :]  ^uid  he  shall  slay 

15  me.  And  Elijah  said,  [As]  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before 
wliom  I  stand,  and  whose  aervant  larn^  I  will  surely  show  myself 

16  unto  him  today.  So  Obadiah,  not  doubting  but  God  wou/d  fire^ 
serve  Mtny  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and  told  him  :  and  Ahab  went  to 
meet  Elijah. 

17  And  il  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  saw  Elijah,  that  Ahab  ssud 
unto  him,  [Art]  thou  he  that  troubleth  Israel  ?  He  began  furi- 
ouslt/j  charging  him  ftdth  bringing  these  calamities  ufion  Israel^ 

\  a  under  colour  of  being  a  prophet  and  afriend.  And  he  answered, 
I  have  not  troubled  Israel  ;  but  thou  and  thy  fatlier's  house,  in 
that  ye  have  forsaken  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  thou 
hast  followed  Baalim  ;  thy  sins  are  the  cause  of  all  the  judgment% 

19  that  are  come  ufion  the  nation.  Now  therofore  let  us  bring  the 
matter  to  a  fair  trials  and  see  who  are  the  irovtbUrs  of  Israel :  and^ 
in  order  to  thisj  tend,  [and]  gather  to  me  all  Israel  unto  mount 
Carmel,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the 
prophets  of  the  groves  four  hundred,  which  eat  at  Jezebel's 

20  table.*  So  Ahab  sent  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  thefirincea 
and  elders^  and  gathered  the  prophets  together  unto  mount 
Carmel. 

31  And  Elijah  came  unto  all  the  people,  and  said,  How  long  halt 
ye  between  two  opinions  I  like  lame  men^  who  tread  dubiously  and 
not  firmly  ?  If  the  Lord  [be]  God,  follow  him  :  but  if  Baal, 
[then]  follow  him ;  there  can  be  but  one  supreme^  all  perfect 
God  /  see  which  that  isj  and  renounce  the  other  competitors.  And 
the  people  answered  him  not  a  word  ;  they  knew  not  what  to  say^ 
and  were  ashamed  that  they  were  not  able  to  answer  in  so  plain  a 

32  case.  Then  said  EUijah  unto  the  people,  I,  [even]  I  only,  remain 
a  prophet  of  the  LoaD^a/d&V/y  to  own  and  plead  tJie  cause  of 
God  ;  but  Baal's  prophets  [are]  four  hundred  and  fifty  mien, 

23  and  have  all  external  aids  on  their  sides.  Let  them  therefore 
give  us  two  bullocks  ;  and  let  them  choose  one  bullock  for 
themselves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  lay  [it]  on  wood,  and  put 
no  fire  [under :]  and  I  will  dress  the  other  bullock,  and  lay  [it] 

24  on  wood,  and  put  no  fire  [under  :]  And  call  ye  on  the  name  of 
your  gods,  and  I  will  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  the 
God  that  answereth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God.  And  all  the  peo* 
pie  answered  and  said,  It  is  well  spoken. 

25  And  Elijah  said  unto  the  prophets  of  Baal,  Choose  you  one 
bullock  for  yourselves,  and  dress  [it]  first ;  for  ye  [are]  many  ; 
and  call  on  the  name  of  your  gods,  but  put  no  fire  [uiiUer.t] 

*  AstArte,  orrhem<^OTi,  \v;i<i  the  goddrs^.of  the  Sidontans,  for  whose  prietts  Jezebel  kcfit 
a  t;iblet  and  they  were  h<:r  domestic  cbaplalos. 

t  Eliiah  beinjp  a  liiiKte  inan»  %\Yt%  them  the  prefferetice;  and  bestdet*  if  Jabovah  had  an* 
■wcred  firbt.  Baal's  prophets  might  have  fonned  some  excuse  fur  not  aofcwvfing;  above  aM# 
their  disappointment  would  make  14*  success  the  msrc  remarkable. 

Vol.  III.  Mm 
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26  And  tbey  took  the  buUock  which  i«ft»  givai>  them*  aod  thej 
4rQ«sed  [its]  and  called  on  the  110190  ^  BmI  fpcnnmoniingevcn 
until  Boon>  vfAen  the  mn  vxi^  m  iu  greater  Hrengtk,  aaying,  O 
Baalt  hear  us.  But  [there  was].  noToice^  nor  any  that  answer- 
ed. And  they  leaped  npon  tho  altar  which  was  made  ;  ronftfttt- 
ed  leafimg  and  dancing  r(nt^  the  altar,  7%f«  taa9  common  among 
the  worMfificra  of  the  mm>  Micving  it  was  that  vfhich  put  all 

27  thing9  into  motion.  And  it  came  to  paaa  at  noon,  that  Elijah 
mocked  themi  and  said,  Cry  aloud  :  for  he  [is]  a  god  ;  dthcr 
he  is  talking)  or  he  i&  puisuing,  or  he  is  in  a  journey,  [or]  perad- 

28  venture  he  slee]ieth,  and  ipust  he  awaked.*  And  they  cried 
aloud,  and  cut  themselves  after  their  manner  with  knives  and 

29  lancets,  till  the  blood  gushed  out  upon  them.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  midday  was  past)  and  they  prophesied,  that  iu^ftrayed 
and  aung  hi^nau  in  honour  (f  Maal^  nntiJ  the  [time]  of  the  offer- 
ing of  ^e  [evening]  sacrifiee,  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
that  [there  was]  neither  voice,  nor  any  to  answer,  nor  any  that 
regarded  ■;  aU  was  invmn* 

30  And  Elijah  said  unto  all  tlie  people,  Come  near  unto  me. 
And  all  the  people  came  near  unto  him.    And  he  repaired  the 

31  altar  of  the  Lord  [that  was]  broken  down.t    And  Elijah  took 
.    twelve  slooea,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sooa 

of  Jacobs  to  show  that  he  v^rMfified  the  God  qf  the  fiatriarche^ 
and  was  concerned/or  the  hapfdness  of  Israel^  unto  whom  the 
word  of  the  Loan  cajne,  when  Ms/atmly  was  fiurgedfrom  idola- 

32  xrv,  saying,  Israel  shall  be  thy  name  :  And  with  the  stones  lie 
built  an  altar  in  tba  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  he  made  a  trench 
about  the  altar,  as  great  as  would  conttun  two  measures  of  seed. 

33  And  he  put  the  wood  in  order,  and  out  the  bullock  in  |»eces, 
and  laid  [him]  on  the  wood,  and  said,  Fill  four  barrels  widi 
water /rom  the  sea^  which  was  at  the  foot  qf  mount  Carmely  (Jer, 
xlvi.  18.)  and  pour  [it]  on  the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  on  the  wood, 

34  that  they  may  see  there  is  no  cheat.    And  he  said,  do  [it]  the 

35  second  time.    And  they  did  [it]  the  second  time.    And  he  said,*' 
\   Do  [it]  the  third  time.    And  they  did  [it]  the  third  time.    And 

the  water  ran  round  about  the  altar  ;  and  he  filled  the  trench 

36  also  with  water.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  [the  time  of]  the 
offering  of  the  [evening]  sacrifice,  when  thepeofik  qfGod  were 
worsMfifdng  at  Jertiaaiem^  that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  near, 
and  said,  Lord,  Goo  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be 

.    known  this  day  that  thou  [art]  God  in  Israel,  and  [that]  I  [am] 
thy  servant,  and  [that]  I  liave  done  aU  these  things  at  thy  word, 

37  hate  brought  the  famine  by  thy  command.  Hear  me,  O  Lord, 
hear  me,  that  this  people  may  know  that  thou  [art]  the  Lord 

•  He  laid  this,  to  rousf  th^ro  out  of  tSe>r  gtapiiUtj,  and  convince  the  people  of  the  folJy  of 
idolatrj.  At  if  he  h»dsaid,  »  Your  god  is  tt  litrk  dt-af ;  or  he  is  busy  aiiout  •nine  di»p«ch«a ; 
nr.jntraveUtn{;tosome  place,  where  yoamunt  send  after  him ;  orheh.<s  a  narrow  capaciiVi 
ami  cMiinot  attend  to  two  things  at  once  ;  thertfore  cry  agalo#  make  more  nutte,  perhaps  he  u 
aiiletp.' 

t  TTie  wt)r9hlp|>en  of  Baal  h^id  broken  down  God^s  altar,  and  set  np  one  to  Baal  la  It» 
•trad ;  but  Elijah  repaired  the  altar  of  ihc  Lord;  to  intlmatcrthat  he  Intended  r«  restore  the 
worship  of  the  true  Cod  again. 
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Goi>>  and  [that]  thou  hast  Mmed  their  heart  hack  again ;  norwght 
thh  ndixffcle  to  reduce  themfrcm  idolatry  to  thy  own  aerviee.  7%i« 
vfoa  a  short  pruyery  offered  from  a  calm  ndnd^  and  not^  Hke  BaaPa 

38  ftrieatoy  in  afury^  Tiien  the  fire  of  the  Loab  fell,  and  consam- 
ed  the  burnt  aacrifice»  and  the  stooAs  ^^  the  stones,  and  the 
dusty  and  licked  up  the  water  that  [was]  hi  the  trench.  It  had 
a  remarkMe  tffect^fiarching  the  ground  And 'Conaunring  the  etonee. 
MhJahU  God  waB  not  ttdkhq^^  or  fmrBtdngy  or  sierfting  ;  he  htrard^ 

39  and  amwered  immediately.  And  tdien  aJI  the  people  -saw  [it,] 
they  fefl^yn  their  faces  :  and  they  said,  The  Lord,  he  [is]  the 
God  ;  the  Loan  he  [is]  the  God  ;  the  caae  wa»  ao  piahLthat 
they  were  otruck  into  eonatematkn^  and  were  deef^ -affected  wiA 

40  Mrt  demonatratiwi  of  JehofvahU  (Kvinity,  And  Elijah  sud  unto 
them,  Take  the  prophets  of  Baal  ;  let  not  one  of  them  escape. 
And  they  took  them  :  and  Elijah  htought  them  down  to  the 
hrobk  Kishon,  and  slew  them  Iftiere  ;  ami  Ahab  ioas  no  imfireased 
that  he  durat  not  oppose  ft,  more  eapedaily^  aa  it  was  the  atay  to 
have  a  aa/^ily  ofrain^ 

41  And  Elijah  said  unto  Ahsib,  Get  thee  up^j^om  ^  irocrk  where 
the  pritata  were  alain^  to  thy  tent  on  the  aide  of  the  fAH  ;  esrt  and 
drink,  take  refreahment^  (having  Jktated  tiH  evenings  waiting  the 
event  of  the  trial)  for  [there  is]  a  sotin^  of  abundance  of  rain. 

42  So  Ahab  went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink.  And  Elijah  went  up  to 
the  top  of  Carmel ;  and  he  cast  himself  down  upon  the  earth, 
and  put  his  face  between   his  knees^  placed  himae^  in  an  humble 

4S  poature^  to  aeek  Qod*a  continued  interpoaitiony  And  said  to  his 
servant,  Go  up  now,  look  toward  the  sea.  And  he  went  up, 
and  looked,  and  said,  [There  is]  nothing.    And  he  sdd,  Go 

44  again  seven  times.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time, 
that  he  said,  Behold,  there  ariseth  a  little  clotid  out  of  the  sea, 
like  a  man*s  hand.  And  he  said,  Go  up,  say  unto  Ahab,  Prepare 
[thy  chariot,]  and  get  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not, 

45  teat  it  awell  the  brooka^  and  make  the  way  impaaaabir.  And  it 
came  to  pass  in  the  mean  while,  that  the  heaven  was  black  with 
clouds  and  wind,  and  there  was  a  great  rain.     And  Ahab  rode, 

46  and  went  to  Jczreel,  where  he  had  a  palace.  And  the  hand  of 
the  Loan  was  on  Elijah  ;  and  he  girded  up  his  loins,  hia  long 
garment y  that  it  might  not  hinder  hiirty*  and  he  ran  before  Ahab  to 
the  entrance  of  Jezreeli  but  did  not  chooae  to  go  in^  for  fear  of 
Jezebel, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  OEE  the  power  of  divine  grace  in  securing  ObadiaVs  good- 
O  ness'in  this  dangerous  place.    Though  surrounded  with  so 

many  temptations,  he  kept  his  integrity.    Blessed  be  God,  some 

such  extraordinary  instances  are  still  to  be  found. 

2.  They  that  fear  the  Lord  in  their  youth,  come  to  fear  him 

greatly  :  so  Obadiab.    He  began  betimes,  and  made  great  progress 

*God  gvwt  Elijah  extraordinnry  stmiftK  to  nm  before  Ahab.  to  show  hfa  respect  to  the 
ting,  and  thtf  aU  Unci,  aiishc  see  ilut  the  gtory  of  dui  mirgtde  had  not  laade  bim  prcud  ur 
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in  piety,  zeali  and  hoBpiUtity.  Early  {nety  becomes  eminent  piety. 
This  is  a  motive  &r  young  persons  to  remember  their  Creator  in  the 
day  qf  their  youth.  ^ 

3.  We  infer,  that  sinners,not  reformers,  are  the  troublers  of  Israel. 
tJsefu],  zealous  refonners  are  often  called  so :  Christ  and  bis  apos- 
tles were  said  to  turn  the  world  u/iside  down,  Elijah  was  really  th« 
best  guard  to  Israel ;  better  thap  chariots  and  horsemen.  Sin  is  a 
great  disturber  of  femiiiesy  churches,  towns,  and  kingdoms,  and  the 
%vhole  world.  All  mischief  is  owing  to  it.  Thereiore  let  us  keefi 
from  even  the  aji^earetnce  ofevU^ 

4.  We  may  in  general  judge  how  me9  stand  affected  to  God,  by 
the  manner  in  which  they  treat  his  ministers.  Observe  tbe  differ-^ 
ence  between  Ahab  and  his  steward  :  the  one  was  saucy  and  inso- 
lent, the  other  most  polite  and  respectful.  He  that  loves  the  master^ 
loves  the  servaxits  for  the  master's  sake* 

5.  We  are  taught  hence,  resolution. and  steadiness  in  religion. 
Some  worshipped  Jehovvib^  to  please  the  prophets  ;  others  BaaU  to 

,  please  Jezebel.  This  was  shameful.  Religion  is  every  thing,  or 
nothing,  JVb  man  can  %erve  two  matters.  Double  minded  men  are 
fiwtadk  in  all  their  ways ;  their  he^i^ts  aire  not  right  with  God»  there- 
fore they  are  not  sound  in  his  statutes. 

6.  External  pomp  and  grandeur  is  no  sign  of  a  true  church.  The 
papists  make  this  a  mark  of  it,  but  it  is.  wrong.  Many  false  prc^ 
phets  are  well  f^d,  while  God's  prophets  may  be  h^d  in  ^v^s,  and 
have  oi;ily  bread  and  water ;  but  sUll  the  former  are  false  ones,  and 
God's  prophets  th^  Gf^lj  true  onea.  ^udge  not  from  outwgrd  appear- 
once. 

7.  See  the  vanity  of  idolatry,  and  the  power  of  God.  Surely  no 
idolatry  ever  made  so  contemptibly  ^  figure,  or  wi|s  so  justly  ridi- 
culed. Qut  how  glorious  dpes  the  God  of  Israel  appear  in  the  midst 
of  this  conquest,  and  in  his  power  overall  the  elements.  We  have 
reason  to  say,  ffe  is  God  :  and  to  be  thankful  for  the  light  of  the 
gospel;  or  we,  like  these  prophets,  ^hall  be  ashamed  and  con* 
founded. 

a.  We  are  taught  perseverance  in  prayer*  Elijah  sent  his  ser- 
vant seven  times,  prostrated  himself  himibly,  and  continued  instai^t 
in  prayer.  The  Lord  will  at  length  coo^,  and  will  not  tarry,  jyait 
patiently  for  him  ;  he  is  a  God  who  heareth  prayer. 

9.  Sia^all  beginnings  often  produce  great  and  wonderful  effects. 
A  cloud,  at  first  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  covered  the  heavens. 
This  is  often  applicable  to  feeble  attempts  of  service*  and  the  won-, 
derful  success  of  the  gospel.  Let  us  then  encourage  ourselves  in 
God^  and  not  despise  the  day  qf  small  things. 

10.  Those  who  are  instruments  of  the  greatest  public  good, 
should  learn  to  behave  themselves  modestly  and  humbly.  Ehjah 
was  not  elated  with  this  extraordinary  triumph  ;  he  paid  respect  to 
Ahab,  as  a  king,  thoikgh  he  was  a  wicked  man.  Let  all  learn  to 
know  their  place,  and  reniember,  that  humility  is  their  brightest 
ornament ;  adds  the  greatest  lustre  to  wealth,  honour,  and  useful- 
ness, and  recommends  those  who  ^re  possessed  of  it  to  the  favour  of 
God  and  man.  < 


\ 
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CHAP.    XIX.       • 

jfn  aceotmt  of  EBjah*s  JUgkt  fram  Jezebel  into  the  vnlderne^i  ;  the 
extraordinary  appearance  of  God  to  kith  ;  the  directionu  he  reechoed  f 
and  hU  begintnng  to  execute  hi%  eommiamon, 

1  AND  Ahlibf  to  exfuse  khneeif  and  throw  tiie  blame  u/^n 
XjL  Hajah^  told  Jesebet  all  that  Elijah  had  doncf  how  he  haijL 
brought  fire  from  heaven^  and  rain  upon  earthy  and  withal  ho^v  he 

8  had  slain  aU  the  prophets  of  Baal  with  the  sword.  Than  Jezt-r 
bel  aent  a  messenger  unto  Ehjah,  sayipg»  So  let  the  gods  do  [to 
me,]  and  more  Hapy  if  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of 

•  3  than  by  tomarrow  about  this  time.*    And  yrheci  he  saw  [that,] 

.be  amsei  and  went  for  his  life|  f»i4  oime  lo.Peeirsheba)  which 
[bekmgeth]  to  Judah,  wherf  Abab  bjfid  no  pof^fpery  and  expected 

'  f protection  under  Jehoeh^phfittW^  he  |eft  his«ervant  theret  nqt  ber 
%      ing  miUng  to  expose  him  to  the  hardships  he  migh^  nfeet  with^. 
^  4       But  be  himself  wen^  a  day's  jquBiipy  intp  the  wilderness ;  not 

*  thiul^nghitnaelfguite  secure  vhere  he,  wasy  he. wetu into  thiU  iml^ 
.:.  xlertifSft  whe9\e  fife  JarqeH^es  had  so  Jong  W(7^(ifrr<ip,  and  came  and 
1     .'SSMt  4<V^m  unden  ^  juniper  lUee  :  ap(}  be  requested-  for  himself 

that  he -might  die  ;  ^and  aaidy  It  is  enough ;  now,  OXorji,  take 

'.    away  my  life^  i>T  t  [a|n]  mMt  t>et^rthaa  my  fathers  ;  It/mir 

)     'f$y^Hf  n^^  itiapapfe  ^  doing  gnif  piotpe  for  ihecy   apd  that  I 

,.    I  h^d  ^stter  die  ;  ff^veUvcifas  long^tsmyfathersy  or^  J  can  prC" 

'  ten4,  tp  po  fJ^rtues  ^uperic^r  to  tkpir%  fu/uf:h  n^y.  entitle  pie  to^  the 

revmr^  of  a  Ipnger  life^    But  God  had  more  ivorkfor  him  to  do. 

,  5  And  a9  h^  lay  aud  slept  under  %  juniper  tree,  ^hold,  then  an 

,  6  angel  touched  him>  »|)d  said  unto  him.  Arise  [and]  eat.     And 

'  hf  looked)  mid)  behold,  [thefie  was]  a  cake  bak$:^  on  ^he  coal^ 

and  a  cmiise  of  water  ^t  h|s  bei^.    ^jiA  htr  did  eat  and  drink, 

•  7  and  laid  him  down  again.  ;  Apd  ih^  angel  of  the  Lqiu>  came 

again  the  ^eco|^  tirpe,  an^  touched  him^  apd  sajd}  Arise,  [and] 

•  Qat ;  bec^se  the  journey  [is]  too  gpeat  for  (hee  wUhsut  extror 
^dinary  strengths  considering  thy  age. 

%  And  he  arose,  wd  did  ea(  and  dsink,  an^  went  iu  tjie  strength 
of  that  meat  fi^rty  days  and  forty  nights  gnto  Hoitrb  the  mount 

9  ,of  God.t  And  he  came  thiiJ^r  unto  acavei  (Exod^x^u,  21, 
^3.)  wd  lodged  thet^  l\  ai^d,  behold,  the  word  of  the  ]I^ord 
[came]  to-  him,  by  the  mirustration  ^  an  angels  and  he;  said  unto 

-     biiD,  What  doe^t  thou  here  Elijah  I  is  this  thy  pro/ier  place  and 

station!^  cpist  thou  ^o  mc.any  service  here  Z  This  foas,a  secret 

« 10  reproqffor  hisfiighf.    And  he  aa^d^  J  have  been  very  jealous  ifft 

*  Imtead  oC  faUing  nwkr  coprfction^  at  i^ight  have  been  expected*  Abe  .wi|i  tmiiiportrd 
\ntn  «  Ttolent  |^e ;  and  »o  intatiinted  bV  b«r  passion,  as  to  s«iid  a  mrssAX^  to  nliti :  snme 
think  witli  an  intent  to  affright  lum^  ana  make  him  get  out  of  the  vay,  ^  being  atraid  of 
the  people  after  thrte  miracles. 

t  It  was  ft  joDrMy  of  only  fbnr  or  five  days ;  bot  be  went  through  byways  for  fear  of  he* 
iiig  poTKaedf  and  took  time  to  rest  in  diffrrrac  placet. 

%  PrbbnUy  tM»  wnt  the  cnTe  in  wUck  M«fe«  Srtif  Ud;  kert  be «f«med  to  tak;  up  his 
i|ko^aiid>Klii%ekteiiici«ickoly.  .     "T 
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the  Lord  God  of  hosts  ;  it  t>  not  on/  <^  indifference  to  hi%  couk^ 
or  /or  foant  ofzeaij  but  IJInd  that  all  it  to  nopiurpo9e  :  fiir  the 
children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thj  covenant*  thrown  down  thine 
altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword  ;  and  I»  [cTea]  I 
only,  am  left  ;  and  they  seek  my  life,  to  take  it  away  ;  therein 
no  one  l^  to  9tand  by  mr,  and  they  are  seeking  my  Ufe^  I  desfudr 
•  therefore  (^  doing  any  good  ;  and  this  it  the  tauae  qf  nuf  JUght, 

11  And  he  said,  Go  ferJi,  and  stand  upon  the  moant  before  the 
Lord,  that  I  may  give  thee  some  extraordinary  token  that  I  will  be 
with  thee.  And,behoId,  the  Lord  passed  hjithere  tifas  the^lfbemr- 
mnee  (/the  Sheidnahy  or  glory  qfthe  Lordj  and  a  great  and  BtroDg 
wind  rent  the  moantains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  n)cks  before 
the  Lord  ;  [but]  the  Lord  [was]  not  in  the  yimd :  and  after 
the  wind  an  eartHquake  ;  [but]  the  Lord  [was]  not  in  the  earth* 

13  quake  :  And  after  the  earthquake  a  fire  ;  [but]  the  Lord  [was] 

13  not  in  the  fire  ;*  and  after  the  fire  a  still  small  toice.  And  it 
was  [so,]  when  Elijah  heard  [it,]  the  distinct  and  gentle  voice  cf 
God  sfieaking  to  him^  that  he  wrapped  his  &ce  in  his  tnantle,  to 
express  his  reverenecy  and,  nt^  daring  to  look  on  the  dMne  glory^ 
he  i^ent  out,  and  stood  in  the  entenng  in  of  the  cave.  And, 
behold,  [there  came]  a  voice  unto  htm  aflbd  said.  What  doest 
thou  here,  Elijah  ?  refietiting  the  /brmer  guesHoHy  to  which  he 

t4  reiurmd  the  same  mmwer.  And  he  Md,  I  liave  been  veiy  jeal- 
ous for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  :  because  the  chiMren  of  Israel 
have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars  and  slain 
thy  prophets  with  the  sword  ;  and  I,  [even]  I  only,  am  left  : 

15  and  they  seek  my  life  to  take  it  away.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
htm,  Go,  return  on  thy  way  to  the  wilderness  of  Damascus  : 
and  when  thou  comest,  anonit  Hazael  [to  be]  king  over  Syria, 

16  ^y  whom  IwUlpiumsh  this  id6(atrous  and  obstinate  peqfile  :  And 
Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi  Shalt  thou  anoint  [lo  be]  king  over 
Israel  :  and  Elisba  the  soi^  of  Shaphat  of  Abehneholah,  shah 
thou  anoint  [to  be]  prophet  in  thy  room' ;  or^  thou  shak  take  care 

17  thai  they  be  anointed.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  [that]  him  that 
escapeth  the  sword  of  Hatael  shaH  Jehu  slay  :  and  him  that  es- 

1$  capeth  from  the  sword  of  Jehu  shall  Elisha  slay.f  Yet  I  have 
left  [me]  seven  thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees  which  have  not 
bowed  unto  Baal,  and  every  mouth  which  hath  not  kissed  him. 
Thiw  was  designed  to  encourage  him  ;  though  Israel  was  degene^ 
ratCf  it  was  not  so  bad  as  he  imagined  $  there  were  seven  thousand 
who  had  not  worshipped  idolss  who  were  ready  to  second  his  at^ 
temptSy  and  declare  against  idolatry  ;  this  gave  Mm  fresh  vigour. 

19      So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphal» 

*  AMoHing  to  the  aecoants  we  have  of  Tnleano*  and  fienr  enmtiont,  thit  «|)pf  anmce  was 
^xactty  the  operation  of  nature  oo  such  occasions.  There  was  a  violent  storm  of  wind,  rb<« 
Kn  carthqoake*  ami  then  6re  broke  ooe  ;  natnre  wax  tafTered  to  do  its  office  withoot  Internip. 
tlon.  Goid  was  in  tkt  $tiU,  small  wee*  which  followed  this  dreadrul  procession.  This  was 
inteadfd  to  other  in  tlife  ibekiaaht  and  prepare  the  prophet's  mind  for  tae  tnsrructioas  of  tfat 
great  author  of  nature. 

t  These  three  in  tlwir  tarn  were  to  fari  ag  jad|pa«iile  an  the-  land  i  Hflsi^  la  hntttof  Jdia 
9T\  drstmvini?  |ezrbe1  and  the  idola^mos  priests,  and  Elisba  by  denoonciag  dtvioe  juds^wMflb 
slaying  the  children,  and  perhaps  be ingtng  a  fiunioef  2  Kints  id.  7\t  Sec 
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who  Cwatl  ploughlns!  [with]  twehc  yoke  [of  oxen]  before  bhn, 
and  he  with  the  twelfth,  being  a  great  farmer,  and  a  rmtn  ifcon^ 
nderabie  wealth  :  and  Elijah  passed  by  hiln^  and  cast  his  mantle 
upon  Ydm^his  firoftAetk  habit ^  which  wa*  a  kind  qfirutuguration  int^ 
90  the  office.  And  he  left  the  oxen,  and  ran  after  Elijah^  and  said,  Let 
.  nO}  I  pray  thee,  kiss  my  &ther  and  my  mother,  and  [then]  I 
will  bikm  thee.  And  he  said  unto  lum,  Go  back  again :  far 
what  have  I  done  to  thee  ?  there  it  nothing  in  ntch  a  ceremony 
to  incGne  thee  tojbllow  mti  that  in9tigatkn  i^froman  higher fiower^ 
Or  rather,  what  I  have  done  need  be  no  hindrance  to  a  decent  and 
prudent  regard  to  thy  relationa  and  woridty  affairB^  (Jjuke  v.  39.) 
31  And  he  returned  back  from  him,  to  take  ajriendiy  fiarewel  ofhiM 
relaHont  and  9ervant%  :  and  in  token  of  joy  at  his  newcaUing^waA 
09  afarevfelfeasi  to  hiefimdty,  ht  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  slew 
them,  and  boiled  their  flesh  with  the  instruments  of  the  oxen, 
»mI  gave  unto  the  people,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  he  arose, 
and  went  after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him  ;  he  wom  ready 
90  serve  him  in  a  lower  station^  to  fiour  water  on  his  handsf  dM  he 
was  caMed  out  to  extraordinary  services  as  a  prophet. 

REFLECTIONS- 

I .  \  X  iT  ^  bence  leant)  how  incorrigible  the  hearts  of  sinners  are 


under  the  most  sensible  demonstrations  of  the 
presence  and  power.  We  might  have  thouglit  that  Jezebel,  bad  at 
the  was,  could  not  have  sent  such  a  message  to  a  prophet ;  espe* 
cially  after  he  had  given  such  proofs  of  &vour  to  her  country  bf 
procuring  rain.  But  nothing  affected  her  mind.  So  sad  a  thing  ts  a 
hard  heart,  and  so  difficult  is  it  to  be  renewed  and  softened.  So 
true  it  is,  that  God  alone  can  take  away  a  heart  of  sume,  and  give 
fM  a  heart  qfjlesh.  ^ 

2.  Learn  what  need  the  best  of  men  have  to  guard  their  heartu 
against  irregular  sallies  ;  especially  under  ill  usage  (or  doing  their 
duty.  Behold  the  prophet  under  the  juniper  tree,  pouring  out  im« 
patient  wishes  that  he  may  die  !  Let  us  lament  the  weakness  of 
this  excellent  man.  He,  who  was  so  bold  beibre  Ahab,  who  raised 
the  dead  child,  opened  and  shut  heaven  and  brought  fire  from 
above,  and  rain  on  the  earth  ;  to  fear  the  threats  of  a  womio),  and 
wish  todieft>rfear  ofdjring!  Is  this  then  my  lord  E^ah  ?  Amel* 
ancholy  instance  of  what  we  are  when  left  to  ourselves.  Hewasa 
man  of  like  passions  with  us.  May  we  kam  therefore  to  guard  our 
hearts,  and  to  rule  our  spirits,  for  this  was  written  for  our  admonition, 

3.  Let  us  so  behave  ourselves,  as  to  beid>le  to  answer  in  the  si^ht 
of  God  what  business  we  have  in  the  pkces  where  we  are.  frhat 
doest  thou  here^  ES;ah  f  was  a  just  and  gentle  reproof  ;  Is  this  a 
time  for  good  OMn,  for  prophets,  to  retire,  when  their  service  is  so 
much  needed  ?  Let  us  often  put  the  question  to  ourselves.  What  if 
we  shoukl  hear  God*s  voice  saying  to  us  when  at  alehouses,  assem- 
bliest  or  in  bcid  company,  working  or  journeying  on  sabbath  dayS) 
What  doest  diou  here  ?  how  should  we  answer  it  ?  Letusoftensay 
to  ourselves,  Does  God  call  me  to  this  ?  Am  I  in  the  Way  of  dutv  ? 
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Can  I  be  useful  here  ?  Is  this  ihy  proper  place  ?  In  sueh  ii 

let  us  act  with  holy  caution  and  fear^  remembering  that  we  are  ac« 

countable  to  God. 

4.  This  appearance  to  Elijah,  is  an  emblems  of  God's  maimer  of 
dealing^  with  men  in  bringing  them  to  himself.  He  is  not  in  the 
irind}  in  an  earthquake,  &c.  but  by  the  terrors  of  the  hiw,  and  aknns 
of  conscience,  he  makes  way  for  the  gospel.  In  religious  matters 
there  is  not  always  the  greatest  ferrency  and  devotion,  and  the  most 
of  God,  where  there  is  the  greatest  noise  :  God  makes  way  ibrhim* 
self  by  terrible  tking9  in  rtffhieousnest.  But  he  speaks  powerfully 
and  sweetly  to  the  heart  in  his  edU  nmaU  voice  of  mercy  and  peace. 

5.  In  times  of  great  degeneracy  there  may  be  more  good  meti 
than  we  think  ther^  are,  reserved  by  God  for  himself.  This  is  ap- 
{ilicable  to  the  present  day.  l^om.  xi.  4f  5.  "Sut  vfAat  9q^9  the 
atiMwer  of  God  unto  Mm  f  I  have  reserved  to  mytelf  seven  thouMond 
nien  loho  have  7iot  bovfed  the  knee  to  the  image  of  Baal*  JSvm  «o  then^ 
ui  this  firencnt  time  edso^  there  is  a  renwant  according  to  the  deciion  ^ 
yrace^  The  great  zeal  of  good  men  makes  them  overlook  many* 
who  are  often  ashamed  to  be  seen  when  pei'secuted,  reproached,  and 
bantered  ;  yet  they  may  be  more  than  we  imagine.  It  is  a  comfort 
that  God  discerns  them  ;  the  Lord  kno^oeth  titcm  that  are  his.  Let 
lis  rejoice  in  this,  and  take  encouragement  in  our  resolute  attenqHs 
to  promote  religion.  If  we  stand  up  for  God,  others  •  may  join  u% 
or  at  least  thousands  may  pray  for  us. 

6.  See  how  effectually  God  can  stir  up  men  to  undertake  his  work, 
e\en  amidst  great  discouragements.  Behold  how  readily  Elisha 
aoes  ailer  Elijah.  If  he  had  consulted  flesh  and  blood,  he  would 
nave  been  very  unwilling  to  be  in  Elijah's  situation,  when  thus  hunt- 
ed, in  these  dangerous  times^  when  there  was  nothing  to  be  expect- 
ed but  persecution.  Yet  Elisha  chose  to  be  servant  to  a  prophet^ 
father  than  mastef  of  a  large  farm  ;  and  cheerfully  resigned  all 
for  God.  The  power  of  divine  grace  can  conquer  every  prejudice* 
and  remove  every  objection.  Those  are  not  worthy  of  God's  service* 
who  do  not  esteem  it  the  highest  honour  and  preferment ;  yet  many 
decline  it,  especially  in  public  characters,  and  particularly  in  degen- 
crate  days.  TVhen  the  harvest  is  great^  and  the  labourers  art  fevf^ 
this  story  should  encourage  our  prayers  to  the  Lord  of  the  han^cst, 
that  he  would  send  more  labourers  into  it. 


->*-*- 
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• 

We  hear  nothing  qf  Elijah  in  this  or  the  next  cha/Ucr  ;  he  was/troba^ 
bly  Peking  out  some  of  the  seven  tliousand  who  IIM  not  bowed  the 

.  knee  to  Baalj  and  luasfouiiding  and  instructing  sume  of  the  schordis 
t^ the  profihets.  hi  t/iis  cha/iter  is  an  account  of  Beiihadad  be* 
sieging  Satnana  ;  the  defeat  of  ids  army  by  the  Israelites  ;  he  re» 
news  the  attack^  and  is  again  defeated  ;  Mob  makes  a  foolish  treaty 
with  Ben/iotladf  and  is  rc/irovcdfor  his  folly, 

I     AND  Benhadad  the  king  of  Syria  fthe  son  of  that  Benhadad 
XJl  mentioned  before  J  gathered  all  his  host  together :  and 
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{tkeitt  were]  tbirtf  and  twp  kiaga  with  him^  Ji€tty  kmgif  who  were 

tributaty  to  himj  ioA  horaeS}  and*  chariota :  and  he  went  up  and 

beaieged  Sunaria,  and  warred  agamst  ity  for  what  reason  doe* 

3  not  afifiear,     J^^  be  aent  meaaengera  to  Ahab  king  of  Israal 

3  into  the  city,  and  said  unto  bimy  Thua  aaith  Benhadad»  Thy 
fitver  and  thy  gold  [ia]  mine  ;  thy  wives  also  and  thy  children^ 
[even]  the  goodliestf  [are]  nune  ;  he  expected  every  thing  to  be 

4  deHvered  iu  discretion^  And  the  king  of  Israel  answered  and  saidf 
My  lordi  Okingft  according  to  thy  saying)  I  [am]  thme,  and 
nil  that  I  have  i  he  wes  wiWng  to  become  tributary  to  A/m,  (f  he 

I  would  raiee  the  eiege.  And  the  messengers  came  again^  and 
laadi  Thus  apeaketh  Benhadady  sayings  Although  I  have  aent 
unto  thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  deliver  me  thy  ailver*  and  thy 

i  gold,  and  thy  wives,  and  thy  children  ;  Yet  I  will  send  my  ser- 
vants unto  tfiee  tomorrow  shout  this  time,  and  they  shall  search 
thine  housoi  and  the  houaes  of  thy  servants  ;  lund  it  shall  be» 
[that]  whatsoever  is  pleasant  in  thine  eyes,  they  shall  put  [it] 

7  in  their  hand,  and  take  [it]  away.*  Then  the  king  of  Israel  called 
all  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  sa{d,  Markt  I  pray  you,  and  see 
how  this  [man]  seeketh  mischief :  be  he  sent  unto  me  for  xaj 
wives,  and  for  my  children,  and  for  my  ulver,  and  for  my  gold ; 

g  and  I  denied  him  not.    And  all  the  elders  and  all  the  people  said 

9  unto  him,  Heari^en  not  [unto  him,]  nor  conaent.  Wherefore 
be  said  unto  the  messengers  of  Benhsdad,  Tell  my  lord  the  kin|r» 
All  that  thou  didst  send  for  to  thy  servant  at  the  first,  I  wul 
do  :  but  this  thing  I  may  not  do  ;  JwUl  stand  to  the  first  con* 
cession^  and  no  more.  And  the  messengers  departed,  and 
10  brought  him  word  agdn.  And  Benhadad  sent  unto  him,  and 
said,  The  gods  do  so  unto  me,  and  more  also,  if  the  dust  of  Sa« 
maria  shidl  suffice  for  handfUls  for  all  the  people  that  follow 
me  ;  he  woM  bring  such  an  army  as  would  destroy  the  whde  city^ 
and  carry  away  the  dust  <^it  ;  so  awny,  that  there  would  be  but 

\\  an  handful  for  every  one.  And  the  king  of  Israel  answered  and 
aaid,  TeU  [him,]  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  [his  hameas]  boast 
himself  as  he  that  putteth  it  off.  Mat  being  encouraged  by  the 
zeal  and  unanimity  of  his  council^  sent  him  a  very  just  refiroofi 

12  not  to  triumfih  before  he  had  gained  the  victory.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  [Benhadad]  hetu^d  thb  message,  as  he  [was]  drink- 
ing, he  and  the  kings  in  the  pavilHons,  that  he  said  unto  his  ser- 
vants, Set  [yourselves  in  array,]  and  attack  the  city  immediately. 
And  they  set  [themselves  in  array]  against  the  city. 

1 3  And,  behold,  there  came  a  prc^het  unto  Ahab  king  of  Israel ; 
it  does  not  afi/iear  who  he  wasj  but  he  came  boldhfj  not  being  afraid^ 
as  he  had  a  good  message  ;  saying,  thus  aaith  the  Loan,  Haat 
thou  seen  all  this  great  multituide  T  firobabiy  he  had  been  viewing 
them  from  the  towers  qf  Samaria  ;  behold,  I  will  deliver  it  into 
thine  hand  this  day  ;  and  th^  shalt  know  that  I  [am]  the  Loan* 


*  Finding  Ahab  wnibmicstve.  he  enltrged  hUdnumdit  md  nomhtAtSi  aot  antar  W* 
4*mt  his  vttiaL  but  he  wnulil  take  away  hiarqyal  treaave«>  and  the  MWiwirenf  hia^  w^rnsj 
awl  evrry  vahnbh  thiitg  that  Ahab  waa  tbod  off  to  aMrtU|r  hUa. 

Vot.  III.  N  n 
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.  1^  t/id(  Jehovah^  and  not  Baali  hqfh  ^en  thee  the  victory.  And  Aba&i 

•    said,  By  whom  ?    And  he  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  [eTcn] 

[    bj  the  young  men  of  the  princes  of  the  provinces  ydy  the  page9 

'    and  servants  of  the  firinces  ;  youngs  ram  fiersomay  who  knew  noth^ 

ingvf  military  affairs^  who  Irved  in  ease  and  luxury^  and  therefore 

'    were  very  unfit  for  the  business.     Then  he  said,   Who  shall  or- 

dfer  the  battle,  who  shall  head  them  ?  And  he  answered,  Thou. 

Tt  was, rather  a  mortifying  circumstance  to  be  the  leader  of  so  wrnaH 

15  art  army.  Then  he  mlmbered  the  young  men  of  the  princes  of  the 

provinces,  and  they  were  two  ^hundred"  and  thirty  two  ;  tf»esc 

were  to  begin  the  assault  :  and  after  them  he  numbered  all  tho 

people,  [eyen]'airthe'children  of  Israel,  [being]  seven  thousand ; 

these  were  all  he  could  immediately  muster  to  go  in  the  rear  ;  ijf 

1*6  the  young  men  succeeded^  these  were- to  join  in  the  fturstdt.     And 

they  went  out  at  noon.    But  Benhadad  [was]  drinking  himself 

drunk,  in  the  pavillion^,  he  and  the  kings,  the  thirty  and  two 

17  kings  that  helped  him.  And  the  young  men  of  the  princes  of 
the  provinces,  went  out  first  ;'and  Benhadad  hearing  a  bustle^  sent 
out  to  inquire  the  cause^  and  they  told  him  saying,  There  are 
men  come  out  of  Samaria,  a  small  party  is  coming  out  of  the  city, 

18  And  he  said,  Whether  they  be  come  out  for  peace,  take  them 
alive  ;  or  whether  they  be  come  out  for  war,  take- them  alive  •; 
he  thought  it  beneath  him  to  fight  with  so  few  j  and  therefore  m^dere 

T9  them  to  be  take^i  aUve,  So  these  young  men  of  the  princes  of 
the  provinces  came  out  of  the  city,  and  the  army  which  followed 

20  them  ;  they  led  the  way^  and  the  small  army  followed  them.  And 
they  slew  every  one  his  man  who  came  to  aji/irehend  him  :  and 
the  Syrians  fled,  being  struck  with  a  fianiCy  sufifiosing  the  armt^ 
to  be  much  greater  than  it  was :  and  Israel  pursued  them  ;  and 
Benhadad  the  king  of  Syria  escaped  on  an  horse  with  the  horse— 

21  men.  And  the  king  of  Israel  went- out,  and  smote  the  horses 
and  chariots,  and  slew  the  Syrians  with  a  great  slaughter ;  he 
totally  routed  them-, 

22  And  the  prophet  came  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  said  mito 
him,  Go,  strengthen  thyself,  and  mark,  and  see  what  thou  doest, 
make  the  best  fircfiaration  against  another  attack  ;  for  at  the 
return  of  theyear  the  king  of  Syria  will  come  up  against  thee* 

23  And  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  came  to  consult  with  him 
about  the  next  cmnjiazgn^  and  Said  unto  him.  Their  gods  [are] 
gods  of  the  hills,  thrir's  is  an  hilly  country^  therefore  they  were 
stronger  than  we;  but  let  us  fight  against  them  in  the  plain, 

.    and  sarejy  we  shall  be  stronger  than  they  ;  there  our  chariots 

and  horses  will  be  more  useful^  and  their  gods  cannot  help   them^ 

ii  And  do  this  thing,  Take  the  kings  away,  every  man  out  of  his 

place,  and  put  captains  in  their  rooms  :   the  icings  will  not  fight 

wcll^  09  it  is  not  for  their  own  country  ;  and  they  are  too  delicate 

and' effeminate  ;-  your  own^  experienced  captains  will  obey  orders 

S5  and  fight  better.    And  number  thee  an  army,  like  the  army  that 

.    ithou  hast  lost,  horse  for  horse,  and  chariot  for  chariot :   and  we 

will  fight  against  them  in  the  plain,  [and]  surelf  we  shall  be 
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'    *«Tiniger  than'  th«y .    And  he  hearkened  unto  their  voice  «Dd  did 

<6  to.    And.it  came  to -pass  atthe  tetun)  (^the  ye<r,rthat9cnba- 

dad  numbered  the  Syrians,  and  went,  up  to  Aphek)  to,  fight 

•37  against'  Ismel.*  And  the  chikiren  ^f  Israel  were  numbered?  and 

were  all  present^.o/f  they  ctmld  rgtt  together^  and  went  ^against 

•them  :   and  the  children  of  Israel .  pitched  before/them  like 

two  little  flocks  of  kids  ;  but  the  Syr^mvs  filled  the  country. 

"38  And  there  came  a  man  of  God»  iqid.  spake  unto, the  kiug  of  }^- 

raeU  and  said^  Thus  saith  the  LoAn,  Because  the  Syrian^  have 

said,  the  Lord  [is]  God  of  the  hills,  but  he  [is]  not  God  ^of  the 

valiies  :  therefore  will  I  deliver  all  this  great  .multitude  into 

*  thine  hand,  and  ye  shall  know  that  1  ;[am]  the  Lord,'  the  uj^iver" 

*  <29  9at  Lord  cf^U  place^^  fiersons  and  thinga,^     And  they  pitched 

one  overag^Dstthe  other  seven  days  before. the  battU,  because 
the  l9rQfilite9  were  on  a  hiliy  and  the  Syriana  waited  till  they,  came 
dovm.  ,  And  [so]  it  was,  that  in  the  ^ev^nth  day  the  battle  was 
joined;:  and  the  children  of  Israel  $lew  of  iheSyuaos  an  hun- 
SO  dred-thousand  footmen  in  one  day«. .  But  the  rest  iled  to  Aph<^k, 
into  the  vcitys  or,  over  ^  the  i»alt  f>f  the  city ^  to  defend  it  $  and 
[there]  a  wall  fell  upon  twenty  and  s^ven  thousand  of  the  men 
[that  were]  left4  And  Benhadad  fled,  and  came  into  the  city« 
into  aa ;  inner  cham  ber  ;  the  Hebrew  signifeu^  into  ^a  chamker 
witMn  a  chamber^  where  he  hidMmself 

31  And  his  servants  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  we  have  heard 
that  the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  [are]  merciful  kings  ;  they 
bear  that  charactevj  by  the  manner  in  which  they  treated  their  cc^ 
iivea  taken  informer  actions^  Jet  us,  I  pray -thee,  .put  sackcloth 
•on  our  loins,  in  token  of  sorrow^  and  ropes  upon  our  he&ds,  to 
denote  the  punishment  we  deserve^  and  that  we  -are  ready  tp  sur- 
render at  discretion^  and  go  out  to  the  king  of  Isi^a^l :  perad- 

32  venture  he  will  save  thy  life.  So  they  girded  sackcloth  pn 
their  loins,  and  [put]  ropes  on  their  heads,  and  came  to  Vhe 
king  of  Israel,  and  said.  Thy  servant  Benhadad  saith,  I  pray 
thee,  let  me  live.  And  he  said,  [Is]  he  yet  alive  ?  he  [is]  q^y 
brother  ;  /  am  glad  to  hear  he  did  not  perish  in  battle. f    he  is 

^3  my  brother^  as  a  king  ;  not  in  religion^  but  in  royalty.  Now  the 
men  did  diligently  observe  whether  [any  thing  would  come] 
ji|fi*om  him^anddid  hasUly  catch  [it ;]  they  watched  for  any  word 
that  might  turn  to  their  advantage  ;  and  they  said.  Thy  brother 
Benhadad-  Then  he  said,  Go  ye,  bring  him.  Then  Benhadad 
came  forth  to  him  ;  and   he  caused  him  to  come  up  into  the 

24  chariot.  And  [Benhadad]  said  unto  him,  The  cities,  which 
my  father  took  &om  thy  father,  I  will  restore^  and  thus  mak^  rr«- 

•  Apbek  was  afortififd  town,  taken  from  the  Israelites  by  BenhadaH'x  father.    Here  they 
nis'-.t  tecure  a  retreat,  while  they  fought  in  the  ptexn  of  Galilee,  which  liiy  near  it. 

t  HA-e  the  hoooorof  God  was  partionlarly  coMemed,  lest  he  sbouU  be  tboaght  like  the 
^ods  of  the  nations* 

.  i  Br.  XemuV^I/ ibowt  that  the  Hebrew  word  for  wall  may  be  justly  Rendered  a  burnin? 
m>ind.    The  rest  fled  imo  the  city,  and  the  burninfff  wjind  fell  upon  twenty  seven  thousiinU  dt 
the  men ttiat  were lefu    &o«  prahablyj  Sennasherib't  army  was  deitrojed^  2  Kin^i  xU.  j^. 
.xojmared  j?i?hi;,2.  '  '^ 
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HtvfUcmJ^  the  ditmagt^dme:  «nd  ^ou  sbiltTiiiike  fltroets  6r 
thee  in  DnnMcuSy  asmy  fitther  madetfiSMtiBria;  hewemldit' 
came  kk  vaemtj  olkm  him  $e  buMa  dtwiei  te  keeft  the  Mfertt  m  ooe, 
etreete  to  Hve  m,  and  to  carry  en  a  free  trade.  Then  [said  Ahab,] 
I  iriB  send  thee  away  with  thlt  corenuit.  So  he  ttiede  %  core- 
Bant  with  hiiBi  and  sent  him  away  %  Imthe  eocm  broke  the  cgv^ 
entuiiy  eee  ch,  xxu*  9f 

35  Aiid  a  certain  man  of  the  sons  of  tha  prophetSi  foho  woe  tnd^. 
edttfimthe  college  or  academy  j*  said  onto  his  neighlxsitf » another 
^the  eone  of  the  ftrofihetey  in  the  word  of  the  Lo«D|  dy  the  dMne 
tommehdy  Smite  me^  I  pray  thee^iAtfr  imuy  afifiear  Hkc  a  wounds 
ed  eotdier.    And  the  man  thought  U  mhmman  to  doooj  and  refused 

M  to  smite  htm.  Then  said  he  unto  him.  Because  thou  hast  not 
obeyed  the  vcHce  of  the  Loap,  behold^  as  soon  as  thou  art  de- 
parted from  me>  a  lion  sfasdl  slay  tliee.      And  as  soon  as  he 

d7  was  departed  from  hiniy  a  lion  found  him)  and  slew  him.t  Then 
he  found  another  maU}  and  sidd)  Smite  me^  I  pray  thee.     And 

S8  the  man  smote  him,  so  that  in  smiting  he  wounded  [him.}  So 
the  prophet  departed,  and  waited  for  the  king  by  the  way,  and 
disguised  himself  wid>  ashes  upon  his  face;  he  beemearedhU 

$9  face  with^bhod  and  eSrt,  And  as  ttie  king  passed  by,  he  cried  unto 
the  king  :  and  he  said,  Thy  servant  went  out  into  the  midst 
of  the  battle  ;  and,  behold,  a  man,  a  commander^  tinned  aside, 
and  brought  a  man  unto  me,  and  said,  Keep  this  man  tk  prisoner  ; 
if  by  any  means  he  be  missing,  then  shall  thy  life  be  flM*  his  life, 

4Q  or  else  thou  shah  pay  a  talent  of  siirer.  And  as  thy  servant 
was  busy  here  and  there,  he  was  ^one.  And  the  kfng  of  Is- 
rael said  unto  him,  So  [shdl]  thy  judgment  [be  ;]  thyself  hast 
decided  [it,]  it  U  no  more  than  thou  deeervest  for  breach  of  or* 
dere  ;  forgetting  how  he  diendescd  Bcnhadad  wUSngly^  while  tMe 

41  ivot  done  unwiUingfy,  And  he  hasted,  and  took  the  ashes  away 
^m  his  face  ;  and  the  king  of*Istael  discerned  him  that  he 
^was]  pf  the  protects,  either  by  Aw  habit  and  geeture^  or  oome  of 

43  hU  courtiere  knew  him.  And  he  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the 
Lovp,  Because  thou  hast  let  go  out  of  [thy]  hand,  a  man  whom 
I  appointed  to  utter  destruction,  becauee  he  woe  a  blaefihemer  of 
the  God  ofhrael^\  therefore  thy  life  shall  go  for  his  life,  and  thy 

43  people  for  bis  people.||  And  the  kingof  Israel  went  to  his  hlhse, 
heavy  and  displeased,  and  came  to  Samaria  :  thie  dreadful 
mvsmgefrom  God^whoee  word  hchadfmnd  truejefloiledthcjoy 
of  hie  victory. 


•  TheJe\v«miTitw«tMteaiahs  »dit  iimtittlUBtlr,  becaoMAftabtai^  oTliiai^diatibt 
#«/)'  prtphciied  evil* 


t  Thii  imnishiiicvt  wMnottM  wrerv.  if  we  cqmUbr  tbc  ummtt  la  itMeh  he  

m  uidcd  rosinii«  bim-  Bttng  a  son  of  the  pmphets,  he  well  knew  the  meaBlae  of  a  lolepfi 
char^,  in  thr  n  ime,  or  in  the  ivtrd,  ^th«  l^d.  It  was  alio  an  intlmatioa  to  Aa^  that  V  a 
profrfK^  was  not  itparedfor  refMui|[  Co  nmice  «d  tmoceat  wm.  M  tke  wordof  th«  hard,  how 
should  \\t  escape  for  sparing  an  Impious  and  tfrannical  hing; 


t  Ahah  mfght  have  particntv orders  trtput  him  to  denth;  or  It  «s«  hll— ted  ^Aim  God 
<f#«brr<1,  V.  ^.  That  h;  woaM  deliver  him  into  hit  hands.  He  slioald  therelbre  have  Cootidafvd 
him  a«  God^s  prisoner,  and  asked  advice  of  the  prqphet  liov  to  dispose  of  him. 

I  Three  years  after  this  Ahah  was  slain  in  battle  by  a  Syrian,  and  RMfetl  hritfht  faciv7 
poMwftifLM  vfutk  the  pcoi^  fcrtbnir  coatsnocdloipittyaMkMairjr. 
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REJECTIONS. 

« 

1.  T  iT  noi  Mm  that  fmtteth  on  the  armour  boant  }dm%elf  a*  he 
that  fiutteth  it  qgT;  let  not  him  who  is  only  preparing  for  ac- 
tion, triumph  before  the  victory.  Tliis  was  perhaps  the  wisest 
speech  Ahab  ever  made.  It  teaches  us  all  to  be  humble  alAl  difii^ 
dent ;  to  watch  always  against  our  spiritual  enemies  ;  aad  not  be 
confident  in  our  own  strength,  but  mark  and  see  what  we  are  to  do, 
and  how  we  mav  best  secure  ourselves.  Fridegoeth  bfjbre  dntntc^ 
tion^  end  a  haughty  Mfdrit  before  a  fall, 

2.  Let  us  reflect  on  the  strange  turns  which  human  affairs  some* 
tinses  take.  See  what  haughty  airs  Benhahad  gare  himself ;  the  dust 
flf  Samaria  9hall  not  niffice  for  han4fuh  /or  all  the  fieofile  thatjbllam 
me  :  but  n«Wy  thy  servant  Benhadad  saithj  I  pray  thee  let  me  Sve, 
Hence  we  should  learn  not  to  be  proud  when  in  high  stations,  and 
not  to  despise  the  weak  and  poor,  vilho  are  our  Inferiors.  fTe  iaum 
not  what  will  be  on  the  morrow  j  what  changes  are  btfore  us.  Let 
us  therefore  not  provoke  or  insult  any  one  ;  ^ut  make  as  few  ene^ 
emies,  and  gain  as  many  friends,  as  possible. 

3.  We  slK>uId  lament  the  ignorance  and  folly  of  these  beatbens. 
They  had  their  topical  gods  ;  of  different  countries  and  different 
parts  ;  gods  of  the  trees,  and  vallies,  and  hills.  While  we  are  as* 
tonished  at  it,  let  us  lament  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  and 
the  prevalence  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  which  was  so  contrary 
to  the  principles  oTreasotf ;  and  thank  God  that  we  enjoy  the  light 
of  the  gospel,  which  gives  us  better  notions  ;  walk  thertfoM  a*  ddU 

.  drat  of  the  light  and  of  the  day. 

4«  The  mercy  of  God  to  others  should  be  a  motive  to  be  reccn* 
died  to  him.  ienhadad's  servants  pleaded  that  the  king  of  Iscael 
was  a  merciful  king.  The  God  of  Israel  is  a  merciful  God.  His 
mercy  extends  to  great  offenders,  when  penitent ;  and  still  he  for- 
gives, thai  he  may  be /eared.  We  should  appear  before  him  as  pen- 
itents ;  with  humility  and  submission  of  soul :  and  earnestly  beg 
the  life  of  our  souls.  Those  who  are  ambassadors  of  Christ,  ai 
though  God  ^id  beseech  you  by  them,  pray  you  in  Christ^  stead 
to  be  reconciled  to  God. 


CHAP.    XXI. 

^  which  we  Aotre  JhabU  desire  t^  JSTabotiCe  vineyard ;  Jezebel** 
stratagem  to  gtdn  it  /  the  terrible  message  EUjak  was  sent  with  to 
Ahab  i  and  the  tffect  it  had  v/hon  Mm. 

1  A  N  D  it  tame  to  pass  after  these  things,  Ahab*s  success  in 
JTjL  the  fnsr,  and  the  reproof  he  had/or  sparing  Benhadad^  which 
aggravtOed  Ait  guUt^  [that]  Nabofth  the  Jexreclite  had  a  vine- 
yard, which  [was]  in  Jezreel,  where  Jezebel  resided^  hard  by  the 

3  palace  of  Ahab  king  of  Samaria.    And  Ahab  spaka  unto  Na^ 
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both,  saying,  Give  mc  thj  vineyardy  tkat  I  tomj  bare  it  far  n 
garden  of  herbs,  because  it  [is]  near  unto  mine  housey  en  ike 
hill  where  the  palace  etandsy  and  I  will  give  thee  £br  it  a  better 
vineyard  than  it ;  [or]  if  it  seem  good  to  thee  I  vnll  g^ve  thee 

3  the  worth  of  it  in  money.*  And  Naboth  said  to  Ahab,  The 
JL^n  forbid  it  me,  that  I  should  give  the  inheritance  of  my 

4  fathers  unto  thee.  And  Almb  came  into  his  house  heavy  and 
displeased  because  of  the  word  which  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  bad 
spoken  to  him  :  for  he  had  sdd,  I  will  not  give  thee  the  inherit- 
ance of  my  fathers.  And  he  twu  to  vexed  at  the  disaftfiointment, 
that  he  laid  him  down  upon  his  bed,  and  turned  away  his  bctt 
and  would  eat  no  bread,  nor  see  comfumy. 

^      But  Jezebel  his  wife  came  to  him,  and  said  unto  him.  Why 

6  is  thy  spirit  so  sad,  that  thou  eatest  no  bread  ?  And  he  said 
unto  her,  Because  I  spake  unto  Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  and  said 
unto  him,  Give  me  thy  vineyard  for  money  ;  or  else,  if  it  please 
thee,  I  will  give  thee  [another]  vineyard  for  it :  and  he  an- 

7  swercd,  I  will  not  give  thee  my  vineyard.f  And  Jezebel  his 
wife  said  unto  nim.  Dost  thou  now  govern  the  kingdom  of 
Jsrael  ?  arise  [and]  eat  bread,  and  let  thine  heart  be  merry  :  I 
will  give  thee  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  tlie  Jezreelite  ;  it  U  nqi 
becoming  tky  dignity,  and  flower  ae  a  ktttgyto  lay  to  heart  thede^ 
rdal  of  a  subject,  Shott;  thyself  an  absolute  firince,  and  seize  ufian 
it  by  force  :  fear  not^  I  mil  procure  it  for  thee,  Ahab  vanted 
neither  wit  nor  ivickcdnessy  butj  compared  vdth  Jezebel^  he  mt  a 

%  mere  novice.  So  she  wrote  letters  \tx  Ahab's  name,  and  sealed 
[thim]  with  his  seal,  his  ring  or  signed,  which  could  not  be  done 
without  Ins  consent  :  and  this  aitdacious  woman  sent  the.  letters 
unto  the  elders  and  to  the  nobles  that  [were]  in  his  city,  dwell- 
%  ing  with  Naboth.  And  she  wrote  in  the  letters,  saying,  Pro- 
claim a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high  among  the  people;  intending 
to  alarm  their  fears  and  raise  their  indignation^  as  \f  some  grievaas 
crime  had  been  comrnittedy  and  some  heavy  calamity  was  coming  .• 
andy  as  if  it  Was  all  done  with  a  pious  dcsigny  she  proclaims  afast^ 
and  orders  JSfabolh  to  be  set  on  highy  that  every  body  might  see  him^ 
and  hear  what  was  aHedged  against  himy  and  what  defence  he 

iO  would  make  :  And  set  two  men,  sons  of  Belial  before  him,  fd- 
lows  of  no  conscienccy  who  were  ready  to  swear  any  thing  for^  rf* 
wardy  to  bear  witness  against  him,  saying,  Thou  didst  blas- 
pheme God  and  the  kinjg;.}    And  [then]  carry  him  out,  and 

\\  stone  him,  that  he  may  die.    And  the  men  of  his  city,  [even] 

•  •  Th!^  wa«  ^  fair  proposil,  \\:\A  it  !»^n  lawful  for  Nab«!i  to  have  loW  it ;  bnt  tli^  Ijiw 
♦f  God  forbade  the  Israelites  to  sell  or  nlifnate  anf  grmi'Mil.  except  in  cases  of  extraordiu^try 
ne»8sit7.  and  th:;n  only  till  the  year  of  jubiler.  Lew  xxv.  -x^,  Naboth  probably  thougfat  h« 
thonld  never  have  it  again  if  he  sold  it  to  the  king«  and  that  his  saoee&sora  would  uoi.  uoit 
with  it. 

t  Thit  was  a  false  state  of  the  case.  He  did  not  aoixiaint  her  with  Naboth's  rtavon.  cmly 
jDtlmates  that  he  gave  a  short,  surly  answer  \  whereas  he  ssud«  /  may  njt  do  it  t  ix  is  con- 
trary to  luy  duty  and  conacience* 

f .  They  joined  both  God  and  the  king  in  the  acevsttion.  that  they  might  the  better  work 
mux  ail  sorts  of  people.  If  he  Maspheinrd  God.  he  would  have  been  pot  to  death,  but  bis  estate 
•would  not  have  been  forfeited :  bat,  if  God  and  the  king,  the  Jews  say,  his  house,  soods,  vA 
.•iMK  w«re  cvafiscatcd.  •         ^  /  '  • 
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4he  elders,  and  the  nobles  -who  were  the  inhabitantt  in  his  dty^ 

did  as  Jezebel  had  sent  unto  them,  [and]  as  it  [was]  written  hi 

II  the  letters  which  she  had  sent  unto  them.*    They  proclaimed  a 

^3  fiist,  and  set  Naboth  on  high  among  the  people.  And  there  came 

'    in  two  men,  children  of  Belial,  and  sat  before  him :  and  the  meli 

of  Belkd  witnessed  against  him,  [even]  against  Naboth,  in  the 

presence  of  the  peofde,  saying,  Naboth  did  blaspheme  God  amf 

the  king.     Denying  the  king  the  vineyardy  vfiaa  not  blasfiheming 

Aim  ;  fieading  (he  authority  qfGod*s  law  for  the  refuaal^  waa  noi 

UoKphemmg  Ood,    But  so  obaeguious  were  these  men  to  Jezebeif 

shot  they  made  no  ecrufile  to  commit  this  great  wicf^ednes9  in  order 

io  condemn  him.    Then  they  carried  him  forth  out  of  the  city^ 

to  testify  their  desire  that  the  wickedness  might  be  removed^  and  th^ 

city  not  pointed  t  and  stoned  him  with  stones  that  he  died.    Bt 

3  Sngs  ix.  26.  it  is  said  that  his  sons  also  were  stoned^  that  none 

>4  might  be  left  to  claim  the  vineyard.    Then  they  sent  to  Jezebeff 

saying,  Naboth  is  stoned,  and  is  dead  ;  she  heard  (his  with  a  ma-^ 

Ucious  fileasure. 

f  5      And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jezebel  heard  that  Naboth  watf 

stoned,  and  was  dead,  that  Jezebel  said  to  Ahab,  Arise,  take 

X)ossession '  of  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jazreelite,  which  he 

refused  to  give  thee  for  money  :  for  Naboth  is  not  alive,  but 

dead  ;  thou  wouidst  have  grven  him  money^  but  I  have  found  out  a 

16  way  to  put  thee  in  possession  without  expense.  And  it  came  to* 
pass,  when  Ahab-  heard  that  Naboth  was  dead,  that  Ahab  rose 
up  to  go  down  in  great  pomp  (%  Kings  ix.  25.)  to  the  vineytard' 
of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  to  take  possession  of  it. 

17  And  the  word  of  tiie  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  say-' 

18  ing,  Arise,  go  down  to  meet  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  which  [is) 
ii^  Samaria,  whose  throne  and  common  residence  is  there j-  behold^ 
[he  is]  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  whither  he  is  gone  down  to 

19  possess  it.  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying.  Thus  siuth 
the  Loan,  Hast  thou  killed,  and  also  taken  possession?  An4 
thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  la 
the  place  where,  or^  (as  it  should  be  rendered^}  in  the  manned 
that  dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth  shall  dogs  lick  thy  blood, 
even  thine.  Elijah  went  boldly  to  deliver  the  message  ;  and  as 
soon  as  Mob  saw  himy  his  conscience  was  awakened,  and  told  hint 
that  he  had  made  Gody  and  consequently  his  prophety  his  enemy  g 

20  and  therefore  he  begins  before  Elijah  said  any  thing.  And  Ahab 
said  to  Elijah,  Hast  thou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy  ?  wilt  thou 
never  suffer  me  to  be  quiet  ?  He  supposed  that  it  was  not  so  much 
Cod*s  messagCy  as  Elijah's  hatred  to  him.  And  he  answei^i 
T  have  found  [thee :]  because  thou  hast  sold  thyself  to  work 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  thou  art  a  slave  to  thy  lusts  and 
passionsy  which  hurry  thee  on  to  all  manner  of  wickedness.    And 

SI  for  thisy  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  thee,  and  will  take  away 

*  It  Is  astonbhing  that  there  wM  not  ooe  man  of  common  boneity.  or  bumanitr  among: 
fKeill.    Bat  they  were  iSeslroos  to  insratiate  themselves  with  JezebrI,  who  probably  bad  tent- 
a  private  mrssage^  with  promises  or  great  rewards.    They  might  adso  bate  so  consciantious  • 
VU|a  ai  Nabodw  acpaaUUf  as  be  was  a  worshipper  vf  Jrhoyal^  and  not  of  Mai. 
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tbf  postcritft  and  will  cut  off  from  Abab  kim  thaft  pt«scA  a« 
t2  ifsikist  the  wall,  and  him  that  if  sKut  up  and  feft  ia  Imelj  Aad 
will  niakie  thiQe  bogae  like  tlie  bouse  of  Jeroboam  tbe  aao  tC 
^^bbatt  and  like  tbe  house  of  Ba^sba  the  son  of  Abijaht  fertbe 
proFocaiioR  wbei<ewith  tbou  hast  proTobed  [me]  to  ai^grr^  and 
made  Israel  to  sin :  £Ay  wh^itjbmify  MkaU  he  4iHro^ed%  ^nd  mt 

93  one  iff  them  he  buried.  And  of  Jeaebd  alao  spake  tbe  LosBi 
sajring^  Tbe  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  by  tbe  wall  of  JemvcL 

94  Him  tMkt  dietb  Of  Ahab  in  tbe  city  tbe  diogs  shall  eat ;  and  bim 
^^  that  dieth  in  the  field  ahalt  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat.    B«t  chere 

was  »one  like  mUo  Ahab)  which  did  seU  himself  to  work  wkk- 
edoessin  the  sight  of  the  Lo«o,  whom  Jezebel  his  wife  atined 

36  up.  Aodhe  did  very  abomioably  in  faUowiog  idols»  ncoordoig 
to  all  [things]  as  did  the  Amoritest  whom  the  Loan  caal  out 
befi>re  the  childr^  of  Israel.* 

9r  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  heaid  thoee  woid8»  that  bs 
rent  his  clothes^  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  ftesh*  and  fawlfW, 
and  lay  in  sackcloth,  and  went  softly,  or  dar^ootj  em  mtayenen 

%g  Med  $4i  do.t    And  thie  word  of  the  Loan  came  to  ElijiJi  tbs 

%9  Tisbbite,  sayingt  Seest  thou  bow  Ahab  hambleth  hinmelf  be- 
foTQ  me  i  because  he  bunahleth  himself  befbie  me^  I  will  not 
bring  the  evil  in  his  days  ;  [but]  in  his  son's  days  will  I  bring 
Uie  evU  upoD  his  house  ;  tmd^o  ke  did  s  Ahab^^  biood  vmB  Ueked 
ufi  by  the  dogs^  and  hie  Mon  Jormu  ekuHt  and  their  careenage  tkevtm 
into  i/tis  vineyard;  ami  Mah^efitmU^  y»m  de^irayed^  0$  me  aAoff 
jfittd  in  the  eow$e  of  the  9tory^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  O  EE  how  mercy  is  thrown  away  upon  the  wicked :  Ahab  wm 
O  never  the  better  for  all  the  appearances  of  God  for  hnn  re* 
corded  in  the  former  chapters.  He  forgot  afl  the  faTours  he  had 
received,  all  the  obligations  he  wbs  under,  and  g^rew  worse  and 
worse. 

2.  What  a  fatal  thing  is  a  discontented  spirit !  How  vam  is  regal 
dignity  and  power  to  a  man,  whose  mind  is  not  regulated  by  the 
rules  of  wisdom,  goodness  and  religion.  Ahab  had  almost  every 
thing ;  had  gained  two  victories,  and  humbled  his  proud  enemy ; 
yet  was  a  slave  to  his  passions  ;  and  because  he  could  not  have  Na- 
both's  vineyard,  was  sick  of  the  spleen,  fretted,  and  enjoyed  no- 
thing. A  discontented  and  fretful  temper  is  a  wretched  disposition. 
Miroy  18  rottennesa  to  the  honee.  It  does  not  arise  so  much  fh>m  our 
outward  condition,  as  from  the  state  of  the  mind.    Fretful  persons 

9 11  Mune^rtaln  whether  thin  fa  wi  addition  of  tbe  «F«^he«^.  ad4r«iain|r  hiiBScir  tft  die 
foortters  an<l  specuton.  er  tUe  hi»toriaa'»  remark.    U  aooM*  i»  lluit  Iw  vWmLtavMwly  wkk* 
cd.  anM  rhat  it  wa«  at  the  instigation  of  hit  wit'c  :  btit  this  would  not  excuse  Mm  ;  and  ita^ 
.lure  Ood  cut  out  A^tah  «od  hit  ftunily. 

f  There '<«Ta9  no  sincere  repentance,  or  else  he  would  have  pot  away  bit  itlolf*  and  i^uW 
edthe  vineyard  He  had  perhapt  somepurpotetof  amendmeatj  bufcrhef  were  toon  Mc^ 
ten.  Nevertheless  God  iliowed  soch  regard  ro  this  appearance  of  humility,  tliac  he  pR'abimr 
Kent  Elijah  to  him  agaio  to  Gootfoct  bijn.  \U  inunbicd  hinueif  so*  aa  neidier  lerobjwi  aer 
Baaahahaddoa«,  ^^ 
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Vitl  always  have  ^omethhig  to  fret  at.  God  consults  otir  pi^esent 
ease  and  comfort,  as  well  as  our  future  IjappinesS)  when  he  com* 
tnands  lis  to  be  content  with  such  things  a»  we  have^  and  says>  Thou 
shhit  not  covet,  » 

3.  How  odious  is  it  to  see  £()ttas  of  religion  alld  civil  justice  abus- 
ed by  men  of  injustice  and  cruelty.  What  a  solemn  farocy  to  cod^ 
demn  an  innocent  man,  and  then  murder  him,  under  colour  of  jus- 
tice and  the  name  of  order  i  and  what  a  ternble,  shocking  things 
that  all  the  nobles,  and  elders,  and  people,  should  join  in  it  I  Let  us 
tiot  think  the  worse  of  fasting  and  prayer,  because  they  have  been 
thtis  abused  $  but  lament  the  degeneracy  into  which  men  may  sink 
and  have  their  consciences  seared^  Let  us  guard  against  covetous- 
ness  and  hatred  of  others,  lest  we  be  ltd,  like  Ahab,  to  commit  the 
vilest  enormities. 

4.  Let  us  adore  (he  pt^vidence  of  God,  and  ^ait  for  his  judg- 
ment, when  reading  of  such  scenes  as  these.  Adore  his  provi- 
dence,  in  restraining  the  malice  of  men,  and  in  preservmg  our 
lives  ftxmi  fraud  and  artifice.  Innocence  is  no  security  from  per- 
jury and  oppression.  We  shcmld  rejoice  that  a  day  is  coming, 
when  these  false  judgments  shall  be  called  over,  and  then  shall  oe 
made  manifest  the  revetati&n  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  Con- 
cerning such  as  Ahab,  we  may  say,  as  in  Nab,  i.  12,  13.  O  Lordy 
thou  hast  ordained  tfiem  for  judgment ;  and^  O  tnighty  Gody  thou  hast 
eatablMed  them  far  Correctit)n,  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
evil^  and  canst  not  look  on  iniquity  ;  Wherefbre  lookest  thou  ufion  them 
that  deat  treacherously^  and  holdest  thy  tongue  when  the  wicked  de- 
voureth  the  man  that  is  more  righteous  than  he  ? 

5.  How  sad  is  their  case  who  charge  God's  faithful  prophets  a^ 
their  enemies|  when  they  declare  nothing  but  the  messages  of  Je- 
hovah I  who  think  ministers  forbid  them  the  pleasures  they  like, 
and  threaten  them  with  the  displeasure  of  God,  only  to  gratify 
spleen  and  ill  nature.  When  the  word  comes  home  to  their  con- 
sciences, instead  of  being  humbled,  their  language  is.  Hast  thou 
found  mej  O  mine  enemy?  They  become  enemies  for  telling  the  truth. 

The  case  of  such  is  very  bad^  and  there  is  little  hope  of  their  re- 
formation. 

6.  Hdw  easily  can  God  embiitel*  those  advantages  which  mem 
gain  by  their  sins,  with  omly  the  intimations  of  his  wrath  I  Ahab 
was  mightily  pleased  with  his  vinej^ard ;  was  perhaps  contriving 
how  to  lay  it  out,  and  what  to  plant ;  but  Elijah  came,  and  spoiled 
aU.  So  men  get  estates  and  money  by  violence  and  fraud,  by  oppressioii 
and  cheating  ;  but  it  is  turned  to  the  gall  of  asps  within  them,  and 
is  no  profit  to  them.  Ill  gotten  goods  never  prosper.  The  consciences 
of  such  torment  them  ;  and  tliis  is  but  the  beginning  of  sorrow. 

7.  We  may  infer,  ho^  graciously  God  will  accept  sincere  peni- 
tents, when  he  paid  such  regard  to  a  mei*e  external  and  servile  pre- 
fession.  This  story  teaches  us,  that  there  may  vbc.an  outward 
show  of  repentance,  tvhen  the  heart  is  not  humbled.  There  may 
be,  as  in  v,  ^7ya  rending  of  the  clothes^  and  putting  sackcloth  ufiotk 
the  fleshy  and,  fastings   without  sincerity.     God  is  pleasvd  witb 

Vol.  Ill  Oo 
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m^rks  of  repentance  ;  evei)  for  the  s&liie  of  partial  repentaacot  br 
chtrx  averts  temporal  judguieDts.  But  the  sincere  penitent  shajl 
have  hi^  favour^  vjfiich  m  /r/t,  and  his  loving  kindness^  w/uch  is  better 
than  life.  The  aacHfice  of  God  is  a  broken  heart ;  a  broken  and  a  rsn- 
irite  sjiirit  he  will  not  des/iise. 

CHAP.    XXII. 

MaBy  fiereua^g  Jehoahafihat  to  gt>  with  him  againtt  RamothgHead^ 
is  slain  there  ;  and  the  dogSj  according  to  ElijMs  projihecy^  lick  vfi 
hh  bhod  ;  he  is  succeeded  by  Ahaziah  j  JehoshaJihat*s  good  reign  emd 
death. 

1.  /%  ND  they  continoed  thffce  years  without  war  between  Sy- 
2  X^  ria  ancl(srael.  And  it  caipe  to  pass  in  the  third  year» 
that  J^ihosb^pbat  the  l^ing  of  Judah  came  down  to  th(e  king  of 
3^  Israel.*  And  the  king  of  iMftel  ^4  i|nto  his  seryantSt  Know  ye 
that  tl^i9a(^  in  Gilead  [is]  9ur*8»  and  we  [bel  stiU,  [and]  take 
it  not  oQt  of  the  hand,  of  the  ki^g  of  Syria  I  Benhmd^d  ought  /» 
have  resigned  it  ;  and  jihah  was  the  more  solicitous  about  it ^  as  it 

4  was  0?  outline  city^  and  a.  city  ^refuge.    And  Ahmb  made  a  great 

*  Jeasty    and  arffuUy  drew  Jehosha/ihat  into    alliance  with   him'^ 

and  he  said  unto  Jehosbaphat^  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  hi^tle 
to  Ramothgilead  I  And  Jehocbaphat  said  i^  the  king  of  lara^ 
I  [am]  as  thou  [arty]  n^y  pfopk  as  thy  people^  my  horses  as 
thy  horses ;  all  the  forces  qf  Judah  are  at  ^hai*s  service, 

5  And  Jehoskaphat  said  onto  the  king  of  Israel)  Inqiure^  I 
pray  thee)  at  the  word  of  the  Loan  to  day.  Mab  v^tver  thoughi 
ofthisy  but  good  king  JehoshafifuU  proposed  ity  as  what  was  usuai 

6  for  all  pious  fipraons  to  do  in  warlike  enterprises^  Then  the  king 
of  Israel  gathered  the  ^^o^heX^  (^  the  grsrues  \  together)  about 
Joiir  hundred  meh,  and  said  unto  them)  Shall  I  go  against  Ra* 
mothgilead  to  battle^'  or  shall  I  forbear?  And  they  said)  Go 
up  ;  for  the  Lean  shall  deliver  £it]  into  the  hand  of  the  king ; 
they  all  agreed  that  he  should  gOy  and  be  successful, 

7.  And  Jehoshaphat  said,  [Is  there]  not  here  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord  beside,  that  we  might  inqnire  of  him  ?  Perhaps  he  be^ 
gan  to  suspect  some  fraud  when  he  saw  their  numbers^  and  their 
earnest   deniresfor  Itim  to  §o  dpy  and  considering  the  idolatrous 

S  cliaracter  qfthe  court.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jeho-' 
sbaphat)  [There  is]  yet  otie  noan,  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah)^ 
by  whom,  we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord  :  but.  I  hate  him  ;  for 
he  doth  not  prophesy  good  concerning  me,  but  evil.  This  was 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  consult  him  i  he  ought  to  have  loved 
him  the  better  for  his  fidelity^    And  Jelioshaphat  said)  Let  not 

« 

*  Tn  3  Klnjis  vill.  i8.  it  !s  taid  that  Jchosbaphat's  sod  had  marrifd  Ahab's  dughtsr. 

t  These  are  c  tiled  Ahab's  prophets  in  r.  23,  p^rhjipc  to  intimate,  that  tltey  wax  directed  » 
^  JUm  to  profriaetf  in  the  tuune  ot  the  Loni^  in  order-to  deceive  JehothiiphaL'  ' 

iM  iiMF3(li^bJ]iitowio^isooai4^dcgnidcdpropbtt;iCOin^e<:^^ 
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the  king  say  so ;  do  not  firenigc  evil  to  our  enterftrUej  But  tbt  U9 

^  hear  ivhat  he  kaith^  and  then  do  as  vfe  tee  cause.     Then  the  kiiig 

of  Israel  called  an  officer,  and  said,  Hasten  [hither]  Micaia)i  the 

10  son  of  Imlah.  And  th«fking  of  Israel,  and  Jehoshapha$  the 
king  of  Judah,  Sat  each  on  his  throne,  having  put  on  their  robes, 
in  a  void  place  in  the  entrance  of  the  gate  of  Samaria,  where 
the  courts  of  justice  were  kefit  ;.  and  all  the  prophets  prophesied 

1 1  before  them.  And  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  Thade  him 
horns  of  iron  :  and  he  said.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  \Vith  these 
shalt  thou  push  the  Syrians,  until  thou  have  consumed  them. 
This  was  a  symbolical  action^  in  imitation  qf  the  tru^.  firopheta, 

12  And  all  the  prophets  prophesied  so,  all  agreed  in  the  same  senli- 
ment^  saying.  Go  up  to  Ramothgilead  and  prosper :    for  the 

15  Lord  shall  deliver  [it]  into  the  king's  hand.  And  tlie  messen- 
ger that  was  gone  to  call  Micaiah,  spake  unto  him  saying,  Be- 
hold now,  the  words  of  the  prophets  [declare)  good  uiilo  the 
king  with  one  mouth  :  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  .the 
word  of  one  of  them,  and  speak  [that  which  Is]  good,  do  not  he 

14  singular  by  denouncing  evil.  And  Micaiah  said,  [As]  the  Lord 
Uveth«  what  the  Lord  saith  unto  me,  that  will  I  speak,  with" 
out  fear  or  fiartiaUty^  A  noble  resolution  !  and  hi  showed  great 
courage  and  honesty  to  say  what  foUows  brfore  these  two  great 

15  kings.  So  he  came  to  the  king.  And  the  king  said  unto  him, 
Micaiah,  shall  we  go  against  Kamothgilead  to  battle,  or.  shall 
we  forbear?  And  he  answered  him,  Go,  and  prosper  ;.  for  the 
Lord  shall  deliver  [it]  into  the  hand  of  the  king.  tTiis  waa 
spoken  ironically y  as  Ahab  /dainly  perceived  ;  as  if  he  had  said^ 

16  ytesy  go  by  all  meansy  as  these  prophets  advise  thee.  And  the  k^ng 
said  unto  him,  How  many  Umes  shall  t  adjure  thee,  that,t^du 
tell  me  nothing  but  [that  which  is]  true  m  the  name  of  the 

it  Lord  ?  And  he  said,  I  saw  in  vision  all  Israel  scattered iipon 
the  hills,  as  sheep  that  have  not  a  shepherd  ;  in  a  desolate  dondi* 
tiojif  routed  andfying^  lumng  no  head  or  nUer :  and  the  Lord 
said^  These  have  no  master  :  let  them  return  every  man  to  (us 
house  Jn  peace  ;  let  them  t/dnk  of  war  no  fnorcy  but  return  home. 

18  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Did  t  not  tell 
thee  that  he  would  prophesy  no  good  concerning  .me,  but  evil  ? 
this  has  always  been  his  way  s  and  therefore  there  is  no  heed  to  he 

19  gtven  to  what  he  saith.  And  he,  Micaiah^  confirmed  his  messagCy 
and  said.  Hear  thou  therefore  tlie  word  of  the  Lord  :  t  sav  the 
Load  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven  standing 

.20  by  him  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left.  And  the  Loan  said^ 
Who  shall  persuade  Ahab,  that  he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Ra<^ 
mothgilead  ?  Having  resolved  that  he  shalljierish  by  the  Syrians, 
he  purposes  various  methods  qf  bringing  it  about.    And  one  said 

3 1  on  this  manner,  and  another  Skid  on  that  manner.  And  there 
came  finrth  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  the  Loan,  and  swd,  I  will 

ttt  persuade  him.  And  the  LoRi)  said  unto  him,  Wherewithf 
And  he  said,  I  will  go  forth,  and  I  will  be  a  lying  spirit  in  the 
mouth  of  all  his  prophets  i  I  vriU  suggett  to  his  propheti  Mdt 
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»haU  deceive  and  nun  bim.    And  he  said.  Thou  shall  persuade 

23  [him,]  and  prevail  also  :  go  forth,  and  do  so.*  Now  therefore, 
behold^  the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  these 
jthy  prophets,  he  hath  permitted  a  lying'  afiirit  to  fiofteas  thcm^  and 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil  concerning  thtt^hath  determined  thoii 
9halt  perish. 

t(4  But  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah,  the  chief  af  the  ctdtege  ef 
fbe  [false  prophet^^  went  near,  and  smpte  Micaiah  on  the  cheek* 
and  said,  with  intolerable  -insolence^  in  the  presence  of  the  kmg^ 
Which  way  went  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhim  me  to  speak  untq 
thee  ?  Hov)  came  the  spirit  so  suddenly  to  pass  ro  tbee^  and  inspire 

25  thee  vntb  srich  contrary  answers  ?  And  Micaiah  did  not  rette^ 

blo^ofor  blowy  but  calmly  s^id,  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  in  that  dayi 

when  thou  shalt  go  into  an  inner  chamber  tp  hide  thyself  through 

fear,  lest  thou  shouldst  be  seized  and  punished  as  a  false  propAet, 

36  And  the  king  of  Israel  ^id,  Take  Macaiah,  and  carry  him  back 
unto  Amoo  the  governor  of   the  city,  and  to  Joash'  the  king's 

S7  SOD  ;  And  say,  Thus  saith  the  king,  Put  this  [fellow]  in  the 
prisQD,  and  feed  him  with  hr^ad  of  afiilction,  and  with  water  pf 
afiUctioDf  until  I  come  in  peac^ ;  keep  fyim  a  close  prisoner^  en 
hardfdrey  fill  I  return  in  peace  and  prove  fum  to  be  a  Uar  ;  then 
he  shall  be  put  to  dccith,  j11(is  !  he  had  forgotten  his  oan  vrise 
.  ^  speefh  to  Benh^dad^ '  let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  the  armour  booft 

M  as  he  that  putteth  it  off  J  And  Macaiah  said,  If  thou  return  at 
all  in  peace,  the  Loj^d  h^th  not  spoken  by  me  $  lam  vUBng  iq 
put  the  proof  of  my  mission  on  tfiis  footings  let  me  die  as  a  false 
prophet^  if  he  returns  in  peace.  And  h^  said,  Hearken,  O  peoplei 
every  one  of  you  ;  mark  'pfhether  lama  true  prophet  or  not, 

^9      So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  wmt 

30  up  to  Ramothgilead.  ^pd  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehosha- 
phat, I  will  disguise  myself,  and  enter  into  the  battle  ;  but  put 
thou  on  thy  robes  ;  he  thought  they  would  make  an  attempt  upon 
him  if  they  perceived  hiiriy  and  therefore  gqve  the  honour  of  the 
command  to  Jehoshaphat.    And  the  king  of  Israel  disguised  him- 

31  self  and  went  into  the  battle.  But  the  king  of  Syria  commanded 
his  thirty  and  two  captains  that  had  rufe  over  his  chariots,  say* 
i*^8>  ^|g*»^  neither  with  small  nor  great,  save  ©nly  with  the  luag 
of  IsTael  ;  he  had  a  particular  spite  against  him^'  and  above  aH 

32  thinjgs  wished  to  take  him  prisoner.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
the  ^ptajns  of  the  chariots  saw  Jehoshaphat,  that  th^y  said. 
Surely  it  [is]  the  king  of  Israel  ;  they  thought^  by  Ms  robes  and 
attendants^  that  he  wfu  io.  And  they  turned  aside  to  fight  against 
^im  :  and  Jehoshaphat  cried  out  ;  cried  to  the  LordforMp^as 
.werea4^  Chronj/t^\\\.  31.  and  he  moved  them  to  depart  from  Mm. 

God  suffered  this^  to  show  hini  Ms  folly  and  guilt  in  firming  such 
'33  on  allianee.    And  it  came  ^q  ptass  when  the  paptains  of  the  ohar*^ 


•  Thit  It  not  a  re»1  rrpresentatiim  of  any  thht^  done  In  the  hravcnlf  wocUl.  at  If  G^  . 

«t  aloM  for  expedienu.  or  1^  aiiv  l^nd  in  the  ^iiw  of  hit  creataret ;  but  it  it  a  parabolical  or 
Visionary  representation,  to  let  them  khowr  there- wai  a  higher  king,  that  ha  pravideooe  #ai 
ioncertied  aboat  the  affkin  of  ;his  ^orl^  and  that  )ie  hat  variottt  wayt  of  brii^^  about  hit 
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Wt9  perceived  that  it  [wns]  not  the  king  of  Isiaely  that  thejr 
turned  back  from  pursuing  him. 

34  And  a  [certain]  man  drew'  a  bow  at  a  venture,  and  smote  the 
king  of  Israel  between  the  joints  of  the  harness  ;  he  drew  it  at  a 
venture^  but  it  hit  the  right  mqn^  and  in  the  right  place  ;  it  entered 
hia  breast;  wherefore  he  said  unto  the  driver  of  his  chariot 
Turn  thine  hand,  and  cany  me  out  of  the  host ;  for  I  am  woundli 

j55  ed«  that  the  vfotmd  may  be  dressed,  And  the  battle  increased  that 
daf  :  a^  the  king  was  mlUng  to  stop  to  give  orders  and  animate 
his  soldiers^  but  he  was  obliged  to  be  stayed  up  in  his  chariot 
against  the  Syrians,  and  died  at  even  :  and  the  blood  ran  out  of 

36  the  wound  into  the  midst  of  the  chariot.  And  there  went  a 
proclamation  throughout  the  host,  abotu  the  going  down  of  the 
sun,  saying,  Every  man  to  his  city,  and  every  mui  td  his  own 
country  ;  the  king  qf  Syria^  hearing  qf  Ahab^s  detUhy  was  wilk 
ing  to  dram  offj^ 

87      So  the  king  dtedf  and  was  brought  to  Samaria  ;  and  ther 

38  buried  tiie  king  in  Samaria.  And  [one]  washed  the  chariot  in 
the  pool  of  Samaria  ;  and  the  dogs  licked  up  his  blood  ;  and 
they  washed  his  armour  ;  acconding  unto  the  word  of  the 

39  Lord,  which  he  spake,  eh,  %%%.  19.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Ahab,  and  aU  that  he  did,  and  the  ivory  house  which  he  made* 
and  all  the  cities  that  he  built,  [are]  they  not  written  in  tlie  book 

'40  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  So  Ahab  slept  with 

his  fiithers  ;  and  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead, 

41       And  Jehoshdiphat  tlie  son  of  Asa  began  to  reign  ovei*  Judah 

49  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel.    Jehoshaphat  [was] 

thirty  and  five  yeavs  old  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  and  he  reign-r 

ed  twenty  and  five  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name 

43  [was]  Azubah  the  daughter  of  Shilhi.  And  he  walked  in  all 
the  ways  of  Asa  his  (ather  ;  he  turned  not  aside  from  it,  doing 
[that  which  was]  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  nevertheless 
the  high  places  were  not  taken  away  ;  [for]  the  people  offered 

44  and  burnt  incense  yet  in  the  high  places.    And  Jehoshaphat 

45  made  peace  with  the  king  of  Israel.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts 
of  Jehoshaphat,  and  his  might  that  he  showed,  and  hotir  he  war- 
red, [are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 

46  kings  of  Judah  ?  And  the  remnant  of  the  Sodomites,  which  re- 
mained in  the  days  pf  his  fitther  Asa,  he  took  out  of  the  land. 

47  [There  was]  then  no  ^king  in  Edom  :  a  deputy  [was]  king. 

48  Jehoshaphat  made  ships  of  Tharshish  to  go  to  Ophir  for  gold  : 
but  they  went  not ;  for  the  ships  were  broken  at  Eziongeber. 

49  Then  Sfud  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Let  my 
servants  go  with  thy  servants  in  the  ships.    But  Jehoshaphat 

50  would  not.    And  Jehoshaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 
,     buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  his  fiEither  :  and  Je«. 

horam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.t 

^  The  vision  in  1. 17-  was  now  fVilAIIed.  Ahab  IukI  time  enooih  to  think  of  Baal's  altar** 
pTBcfkhadad's  cacape,  of  Naboch't  vinef  anl»  ami  Micaiah's  impnaonment ;  and  cobefilM 
irtth  terrilite  agonies  of  conscience. 

t  A  more  particular  account  of  Jchoshaphat's  reign,  -will  be  fomd  in  9  Ckrttu  XtUi 
]BTi|),  xbc/  wl »  dtm^tn,  yhich  amy  be  nsA  aiier  clus  cba^,  ^ 
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6 1  Ahariah  tlie  son  of  Ahab  bepm  to  l*eigii  over  Isiticl  ih  Sana* 
ria  the  seventeenth  year  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah,  and 

53  reigned  two  years  over  Israel.  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father,  and  in  the  way 
of  his  mother,  and  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nefaat, 
1^53  who  made  Israel  to  sin  :  For  he  served  Baal,  and  worshipped 
him,  and  pmvoked  to  anger  the  Lord  Goo  of  Israel^  accordiii^. 
to  aU  that  his  father  had  done^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TT^ROMAhab^s  sparing  Benhadad,  and  the  ocmseqiieiice  of 
JL  itt  we  are  taught,  that  sparing  our  corruptions  will  only  de* 
ccive  our  expectations,  and  prove  our  ruin,  as  Benhadad  did  to  Ahab. 
We  are  required  to  subdue  our  iniquities  ;  if  We  spare  them,  we 
«hall  repent  of  our  folly.  They  promise  us  ease  and  pleasure,  Mit 
we  shall  be  disappointed,  and  they  will  end  in  our  dcstructioD. 

3.  We  should  be  sOlicitoiis  to  take  divine  directioti  in  all  our 
motions.  Ahab  did  not  think  of  this,  but  pious  Jehoshaphat  did.  Jk 
off  our  way  vr  vAovW  ackniMfledgt  Ood^  with  a  determinatioo  a> 
folhyw  the  leadings  of  his  providfence,  and  the  rules  of  his  word ; 
then  will  be  cferecr  and  prosper  our/iafhs. 

S.  Let  us  be  willing  that  friends  ahd  ministers  should  deal  plainly 
with  us  when  the  soul  is  concerned.  Those  prophets  who  deal  in 
f;enerai8,  and  prophesy  smooth  thingSf  are  oui*  greatest  enemies ; 
jet  men  love-  to  have  it  so.  Those  thdt  will  not  harve  their  mislakas 
-rectified  by  the  woid  of  God,  will  soon  be  undeceived  by  his  judg- 
-snents,  and  wish  they  had  taken  warning. 

4.  There  is  bo  jii^gii%  of  truth  or  error  by  numbers.  Unity  is 
BOt  always  the  mark  of  a  true  church,  or  true  ministers.  The 
whole  assembly  of  prophets,  four  hundred*  were  all  wrong.  One 
despised,  persecuted  prophet,  who  differed  from  the  rest,  had  truth 
on  his  side.  Unanimity  in  vpinion  in  the  greatest  ecclesiastical 
councils  is  not  an  argument  for  truth.  One  man  may  poasiUy 
know  more  of  the  divine  willy  and  understand  his  bible  better,  than 
a  whole  assembly  of  divines.  Let  us  therefore  bring  fevery  Chhig  to 
the  test  of  scripture,  and  not  be  the  servants  of  men. 

5.  Ministers  should  learti  impartiality  and  courage  in  pronounc- 
ing the  messages  of  €»od,  and  a  purpose  thoroughly  to  follow  the 
imimattons  of  the  divine  will,  wherever  it  may  lead.  Micaiab,  with 
a  resolution  as  high  as  faeaTen,  and  a  pang  of  aeraphic  zeal)  deter- 
mlnedy  V.  14.  ^b  the  Z.ord  HveiA^  vffua  the  Lard  Hdth  unto  mej  thut 
mdU  I  tfieaJt,  A  good  pattern  for  all  ministers.  They  must  declare 
the  whole  counsel  of  Ciod>  whether  agreeable  br  disagreeable  to 
their  hearers. 

6.  Let  us  establish  in  our  thoughts  and  our  faith  the  universal 
providence  of  God.  Micsuah  declared  this  before  two  kings,  with 
fyrophets  and  guards  surrounding  them)  consulting  about  war.  He 
declared  God  to  be  the  great  universal  king  on  his  throne,  while  his 
Kcavetity  hdsis  surround  1udi>  all   executing  his  orders,  and  thai 
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all  the  affiiin  of  this  lower  world  are  under  his  direction.    He  de- 
termines what  it  will  be>  while  men  are  consulftig  how  it  may  be 
or  should  be.    Ever  remen^ber  this  truths  tAe  Lord  God  omnifi(Ucnt  , 
reigneth\ 

7.  From  the  whole  we  leani)  how  dangerous  it  is  for  good  men 
to  get  into  bad  company.  Jehoshaphat,  by  contracting  an  alliance 
with  Ahab,  brought  evil  upon  himself  at^d  his  h^se.  He  saw  the 
prophet  despised)  abused,  and  imprisoned,  without  interposing  ;  and 
was  in  danger  of  loosing. his  own  life.  Th^  wisest  and  best  of  men  . 
are  hot  secure  while  ii^  ba^  cconpaiij  ;  m4  though  they  may  not  l>e 
infected,  yet  they  are  often  guilty  of  sins  of  omission  in  not  reprov« 
ing  others,  and  are  in  danger  of  learning  their  ways  and  being  like 
them  ;  at  least  of  being  partakers  in  thar  sin.  Our  rule  is  to  come 
outjrom  among  them^  and  be  aeparate  ;  and  hccoe  nofriendMfi  mth 
the  vnfndtful  worka  ofdarkneua^  but  to.  resist  and  reprove  chem. 


The  Second  Book  of  the  KINGS, 

CALLED    BT   THE    SEVEKTY, 

The  Fourth  Book  of  the  KINGS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

CJ^HIS  £ook  eontmtu  an  account  of  the  decUne  f^  the  langdmnt  of 
Israel  and  Judah^and  the  destruction  qfboth.  In  the  iast  ckapier 
of  I  KingSy  V.  51/0  the  end^  wejind  that  Ahaziah  walked  in  the  Vfoy  tf 
his  father  Ahab^  in  worshifi/ung  the  cahesj  and  of  htM  mother  Jezebel  $ 
he  did  not  take  wannng  by  the  death  of  his  father  $  nor  was  he  morved 
ky  the  threatenings  of  MUjah  against  his  mother  and  fondly, 

CHAP.    L 

In  which  is  aft  account  of  Moab^s  rebellion  /  tf  AhaziahUjaU  ;  EU" 
jah*s  firophecy  of  Ids  death  ;  and  of  his  bringing  down  fre  from 
heaven  to  destroy  Ahaziaf/s  messcTigers. 

\  nr^HEN  Moab  rebelled  agaSnst  Israel,  after  the  death  of 

JL     Ahab.     Moab  and  hdom  were  subdued  by  Davidj  but  when 

the  kingdom  came  to  be  divided^  Moab  fell  to  the  ten  tribes^  and 

JEdom  to  Judah,     Both  revolted  much  about  the  same  time.     In  the 

third  chafiter  we  have  a  farther  account  of  this  rebellion, 

3  And  Ahaziah  fell  down  through  a  lattice  in  his  upper  cham' 
ber  tliat  [was]  in  Samaria,  and  was  sick,  was  dangerously  hurt : 
and  he  sent  messengerst  and  said  unto  them,  Go,  inquire  of  Baal^ 
zebub  the  god  of  £k.ron  whether  I  shall  recover  of  this  disease.* 

3  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  Arise, 
go  up  to  meet  the  messengers  of  the  king  of  Samaria,  and  saf 
unto  them,  [Is  it]  not  because  [there  is]  not  a  God  in  Israelf 

4  [that]  ye  go  to  inquire  of  Baalzebub  the  god  of  Ekron  I  Now 
therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Thou  shalt  not  come  down  iroiB 
that  bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die  for  this 

•  Elvon  wM  i  consiifertUe  city  among  the  I^Ubcineft  Bsulxebuh  %\f;a\^t%»  the  Lerivf 
JHet-  H*  w  ••  t<N>lK(l  upon  as  th?  tatelar  deiry  of  their  c  mnttT,  who  ±fmfktd  h  from  swana* 
of  flleti  which  were  frequent  and  ptrnicioos*  or  delivered  toem  ftrom  some  pestilence  thai 
M'as  attended  with  sreat  swarms  of  flies.  Prob:d>l]r  Ahaatah  sent  here,  because  his  owft  Baal 
had  deceived  his  f  tther.  This  ^r^s  sg  fftinoiu  HA  idbl#  that  (he  rriiicc  of  the  drviia  wa»  cailad 
by  the  J<wSi  JSjudacbttU 
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5  MjfrorU  to  the  God  tf  Israel.  Aad  Eliitih  dtptcrt^A  to  m&unt  darmeL 
And  vfhth  the  messengers  turned  back  unto  hiniy  he  laid  unto 
them*  Why  are  ye  now  turned  btLckviithput  executing  w\.y  orders? 

6  And  they  si^d  unto  hiin^  There  came  a  man  up  to  meet  v»%  an^ 
said  unto  us,  Go>  turn  again  unto  the  king  that  sent  you»  and 
say  unto  him>  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  [Is  it]  not  because  [there 
is]  not  a  God  in  Israel,  [that]  tliou  sendest  to  inqiure  of  BaaU 
zebub  the  god  of  Ekixm  ?  therefore  thou  shalt  not.oome  down 
from  that  bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  up^  but  shalt  surely  die. 
M9  discovering  the  errand  on  which  they  were  gQing^,qffected  thet/k 

7  so  much  that  they  could  not  but  regard  what  he  said.  And  he 
said  unto  them.  What  manner  of  man  [was  he]  which  came 
up  to  nieet  you,  and  told  you  these  words  ?  Ab  wonder  he  wa^ 

9  curious  to  Jbiow  who  it  was.  And  they  answered  him,  [He  waal 
an  hairy  man,  and  girt  with  a  girdle  of  leather  about  his  loina^ 
And  he  said.  It  [is]  Elijah  the  Tishbitei 

f  Then  the  king  sent  unto  him  a  captain  of  fifty,  with  bis  fifty. 
He  sent  the  cafttaiA  with  authority  to  afifirehend  Mm  andfiut  hitk 
to  dedthy  else  he  need  not  have  sent  so  many  :  and  if  this  was  hia 
design^  it  was  ricUculous,  Pvr^  if  he  waa  a  common  man,  there  did 
itot  need  90  many  ;  if  he  was  a  profthety  these  and  a  thousand  mor^ 
would  riot  do  the  business.  And  he  went  up  to  him  :  and,  be« 
hold,  he  sat  on  the  top  of  an  hill.    And  he  spake  unto  him  in  a 

''very  haughty  and  scornful  manner,  Thou  man  of  God,  the  king 

10  hath  said,  Come  down.    And  Efiiah  answered  and  said  to  the 
•    captain  of  fifty,  If  I  [be]  a  man  of  God,  then  let  fire  come  down 

from  heaven,  and  consume  thee  and  thy  fifty.    And  there  ckme 

11  down  fire  frortk  heaven,  and  consumed  him  and  bis  fifty^ 
Again  also  he  setit  unto  him  another  captain  of  fifty  with  his 
fifty!    And  he  answered  arid  said  unto  him,  O  man  of  God» 

12  thus  hath' the  king  said,  C6me  down  quickly.  And  Elijah  an* 
swered  and  said  linto  him,  If  I  [be]  a  man  of  God)  let  fire  como 
down  from  heaven  and  consume  th^  and  thy  fifty.  And  the 
fire  of  God  came'doi^  from  heaven,  and  consumed  him  and  his 
fifty.*  '   ^ 

13  An<l  he  sent  ^gain  a  captain'  of  ^he  third  fifty  with  his  fifty  t 
and  the  third  captahi  of  fifty  went  up,  and  came  and. fell  on  his 
knees  before  Elijah,  ahd  besought  him,  and  said  unto  him,  O 
man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  life,  and  the  life  of  these  fiftf 

14  thy  servants,  be  precious  in  thy  sight.  Behold,  there  came  fire 
down  from  heaven,  and  burnt  up  the  Viro  captains  of  the  former 
fifties  with  their  fifties  :  therefore  let  my  life  now  be  precious 

*  Tindal  inqtiiret.  Where  wat  the  joiifce  In  kiUlinc  these  men  fordelhrerlngabltuiC 
WCfeMgo  ?  We  Hfitwer*  that  die  temper  and  conduct  pf  Elijah  is  not  to  be  arraisned»  because 
it  was  evidently  approved  of  ^od;  and  the  circiinntances  of  the  case«  and  the  temper  of 
the  king  and  the  people,  ward  siaficicnt  to  vindicate  the  action.  It  was  designed  to 
•onvliice  tite  king  of  hlafolljr,  andco  recover  a  regard  and  esteem  for  the  Lord's  prophets, 
when  die  peofrte  saw  that  tiKf  wer*  so  immediately  under  die  divine  care.    How  many  miW 

lions  have  been  sacrificed  to  the  pride  and  obstinacy  of  princ«a4  yctourr  ^     * ^  * 

vc  grieved  for  these  poor  mca«  more  than  for  all  of  KMa« 
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f  ^  lit  tinr  tfght.^  And  the  angel  of  the  Lor^  said  ttnfo  Elijah/ 
Go  diown  with  hint :  be  not  afraid  of  hnn.    And  he  arose«  sad 

J%  urent  down  with  him  unto  the  Ung.t  And  he  aatd  unto  him^ 
Thud  salth  the  Loitd,  Forasmfudi  aif  th6ir  hast  sent  inesaengerar 
to  ifKjofre  of  fiaalzebub  the  god  of  Ekron,  [h  it]  not  because 
^there  is]  no  God  ki  Isi'aei  to  itiqttffe  of  his  iford  ?  therclbrcr 
thon^  shah  not  come  do#n  off  that  bed  on  whfch  thott  art  gone 

IT  Up,  hot  stedt  Burelf  dk.  So  he  died  according  io  the  woM  of 
the  LoKB-  which  ElHah  had  spokeil.  And  Jehoram  hU  brother 
reigned  in  his  steadf,  in  the  second  year  of  Jehoram'  the  sod  o^ 

19  Jeho^haphat  king  of  Judah  ;|  because  he  had  no  son.  Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahaa^ah  which  he  dMy  [arej  they  not 
written  iQ  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  khi^  of  Israel  I 

REFLECTIONS. 

,J»  QBE  our  what  af  ptfecaricms  temir«  {HinceSi  a»  well  a^ 
O  oUicrs,  hold  their  lives^  Ahasi^  thoi^ht  himself  safe  iv 
Ids  house  \  but  he  feK,  and  langntahMl  and  died.  This  ia.a  waroin^ 
IQ  U9  to  ^e  idtoay^  reqifyy  as  we  ai%  all  liaUe  to  ac<id«9ts  where  we' 
te^t  expect  them  ;  we  Mtawi  in  jeopardy  every  Jkrnr,  U  teaches  n» 
pa  to  put  our  IroBt  in  prinoe?.  Min  at  Im  heH  «/«/#  u  cltogetAer 
xanity. ....  ^ 

.  2^.  Practical  ath^^m  Is  at  the  boftomi  ofaCfc  fbrgetfulness  of  Ge< 
j^d  departure  from  him.  ^ ^^ ^^^ be^auMc  there  i^no  Godin  InuHT 
An  cxpostttlatSen  proper  to»  be  put  to  many  profedaiag  christians/ 
who  believe  in  God,  ^lulfifofeM  to  knovf  him^  but  in  morilv  denyhtm^ 
tf  there  isrft  God  i&Isr;]^^,  an-  etenmli  unchangeafaJe*  ajlsufficienl 
God|  why  do  th^y  m«i>Le  a  god  of  their  belUe^  and  of  dieir  money, 
and  seek  possessions  in  this-^workl,  and  put  any  creatiire  in  God'i» 
place  I  Alaa  (  aUiwn»  i^aitthebottpmof  aA  tlm/  UUnot  because 

tlx^y  think  (herf  U  no  God  in  Jaraei^ 

^  3.  Observe  th^  folly  and  obetinacy  of  meQ»  2^  to  what  a  degree 
of  hardness  the  httman  heart  is  capable  of  arriving.  See  it  in  iher 
My-  of  Ahasj^h  sending  lo' Ekron,  to  inq^ir^  whether  he  shot^ 
mpver.  ^  was  bo^  f  olicitous  how  to  behave  in  his  sickness,  or 
what  should  become  ef  him  aHer  death ;  but  oyily  t^  know  whether 
he  should  i^over.  A^d  this  foUy  is  acted  over  ki  every  age.  See 
Aia  obstinacy  ia  sending  one  detaohment  ailer  anotftier,  when  he 
knew  they  were  slain  by  a  auracle.  We  see  it  also  in  the  captains, 
fn  going  whei>  they  sfiw  t|ie  cftjpcaase^  of  their  coaq^fM4o|i$  perhaps^ 


».^^^  thivd^capcaaa  wu  icmiUe  of  tbe  haoi  tif  God  In  thii  ikins,  a^d 

ibat  Elijah  wat  iixfecil  a  prophet  \  be  bcUevedhis  iaterect  ia  God>  and  din  not  cdow  wU^ 

4uiSlr«  bQt  piorely  to  obej  the  kias'f  ordeat. 


.  t.^^^  ^  *  F***  ibttance  of  faith  and  ooorsfff.  eOnsMerIng  how  obiMitidv*  ha  «m  to 
tte  Uof  and  |**bel.  especially  after  dntit>yiiMr  cht  eastaint,  and  threatenitng  tbe  Mnr^ 
4aakL  It  ahbWs  that  thoagh  he  did  not  come  befN«»  it  wa6  aoc  tor  fear  of  ihr  king  or  tht 
«ip»iin»  bat  iMMat  ito  would  nAignify  hU  olKce. 


while 


-    f  .T^  tecood  warin  which  Jehoram '■  ion  reigned  with  Mm  ;  he  wai  Ticeroy 
Che  king  went  to  Kamothgtle.^.  that  if  he  should  be  ti^n  there  might  be  no  dfliatc  ihki^  tho 


■ueceator.    Thii  occasions  •omv'oooCualoa  in  ihe  datea  of  the  rei«ni ;  whlod  m  a  Tcry  ora» 
■kott  thingr  Sn  all  hiRoric%> 


i 
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mmMug  b^Ibre  tbeir  ey&.  To  what  a  lameiHaUe  degree  of  htLvi" 
foefts  of  he&rty  and  to  what  a  pitch  of  wickedness^  may  men.amve» 
when  they  forsake  God,  and  he  forsakes  them  } 

4.  We  are  here  taught  the  difTerent  spirit  of  the  law  md  the 
gospel.  EUjah  uctfid  hf  divine  impulse)  and  worthy  ends  were  to 
jbo  answered  by  it  We  read  ui  Luke  ix.  S4.  that  the  disciples  pf 
James  and  Joi^  wanted  to  call  down  fire  from  hearen  to  consume 
the  Samarkansi  even  as  Elias  did.  But  Christ  rebaiked  his  disciples 
Ibr  it.  The  gospel  inflicts  no  such  severities  on  offenders  ;  Ye 
/enow  noi,  says  Chriat,  w/iaisfiifit  ye  art  ^.  Elijah  was  all  zeid  for 
God  ;  you  are  in  a  passion.  He  did  it  for  God's  gloiy ;  you  for  your 
40wn  Jionour  and  reputation.  The  «on  fifman  is  not  come  to  deetroy 
fneri's  lives ^  but  to  save  them^  VeagtMUce  is  ndney  I  vHl  repay^  saith 
the  Lord, 

5.  We  «ee  the  folly  of  contendtng  with  God^  aod  the  wisd^ns 
x)f  fvubmitting  to  him.  The  third  captain  was  wise,  otherwise  he 
had  been  destroyed  with  the  rest.  The  only  way  to  avoid  the 
wrath  of  God,  is  to  bow  down  before  him^  and  beg  our  lives  and 
(the  life  of  our  souls  from  him.  The  fear  of  hi^  terrible  majesty 
imd  wratlif  and  a  recollection  of  the  fatal  consequences  atten^g 
the  presumption  and  obstinacy  of  others,  should  promote  in  us  an 
liumble  and  penitent  submission.  Let  us  boV  our  necks  to  tlie 
jsceptre  of  his  grac^  lest  he  dash  us  to  pieces,  or  consume  us,  in  his 
hot  displeasure. 

6.  See  how  safe  good  men  are .  is  fcdlowing  where  God  lead^ 
An  angel  bids  Elijah  go,  and  he  goes,  not  fearing  the  wrath  t^fthe 
king.  It  was  strange,  that  he  who  sent  for  him  again  and  again  in, 
euch  a  mad  rage,  should  let  him  go.  But  even  king's  hearts  are  in 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  Lecim  hence,  to  follow  th^e  leadings  of  Ifro* 
vidence,  to  trust  God  in  the  way  of  duty,  ^d  to  say.  The  Lori  is 
my  helper^  I  vnll  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me.    Heb.  xiii.  6. 

*'H'       '   ■■■  il    ■        iT  II       lliil     liUJll      11 lib  llllilM 
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^jah^  €(fttr  taking  leave  of  ki»  friends^  fmd  dividing  thg  waters  jo^ 
Jordan  f  is  translated  ;  Elisha^s  sorro^o  on  that  account, 

» 

I  /%  N  D  it  came  topassi  whdn  the  Lotn  w#uki  take  up  Elijah 
jTX  into  heaven  by  a  whiri^ind,  that  Elijah  Weht  with  Elishii 

9  firm  Giigal  *  And  Elijah  said  unto  EKsba^  Ta|rf7  her«^  I  pi^ 
thee;  for  the  Lcmn  hath  sent  me  to  Bethel:  EBfohini^hi  stky  this, 
to  express  his  own  nhwit^'ngneis  io  have  it  seen^  and  to  try  EUsha^s 
J^eHty  and  zeal^  Bethel  was  a  noted  fihce  ^  the  fiairiarthai 'ages, 
hut  was  now  the  seat  ofidoiatty  /  ^et  there  was  a  sthool  ^  the 
prophets  there.     And  Elisha  said  [unk>  him,  As]  the  Loan 

*  Elijah,  having  intifliatloQ  of  bit  intended  maoral*  tftk«t «  cirrak  to.i»ctle  the  eoitagtt* 
9M  tOl  counsel  and  pray  withtbutrxn.  He  and  Elisha  tet  out  from  6ilgal«  a  reqiarkable  placeji 
Inhere  the  IsraeVtttt  lwathe}r  first  cncainpmetit,  wb4re  the  UrttxasX  wte  tftnewdt  Sm&dift 
txrrlvejfcgiKSietvp.  ^^ 
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5  Hvetli}  tnd  [as^  thy  aoul  liTcth,  I  wiH  not  ka^e  thee.    So  tiief 
'Went  down  to  Bethel.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  [were] 
a|  Bethel  cai^e  forth  to  Etisha,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thos 
that  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  niaster  from  thy  head  today ! 
from  being  thy  teacher  and  governor  ?  And  he  said,  Yea,  I  know 
4  [it ;]  hold  ye  your  peace.*     And  Elijah  said  unto  him^  Klisba^ 
tarry  here,  I  pray  thee  ;  for  the  Loan  hath  sent  me  to  Jerkbo ; 
^here  vfae  another  college  of  the  ftrofthets,     AU  thet  Mocietie*  ££<- 
jah  visited  before  Ar>  translation.      And  he  said,  [As}  the  IiOB» 
Uveth,  and  [as]  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.     So  they . 
]5  came  to  Jericho.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  [were]  at  Jer- 
icho came  to  Elisha,  and  sdd  ui^to  him,  Knowest  thou  that  the 
Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy  head   today  ?  And 
.  he  answered^  Yea«  I  know  [it ;]  hold  ye  your  peace.     They  bear 
p  the  9ame  teMtimony^  and  Ettsha  returns  the  same  answer.  And  Eli- 
jahy  to  try  him  once  more,  said  unto  him,  Tarry,  I  pray  tbeci 
here  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jordan.     And  he  said, 
[As]  the  Lord  liveth,  and  [an]  thy  aoul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave 
thee  9  he  was,  determined  not  to  part  from  him^  knovfing  that  Ai# 
CMcenmon  was  -aery  near.    And  they  two  went  on.    Elijah  would 
^  permit  none  but^EHsha  to  attend  him.    And  fifty  men  of  the  aons 
of  the  prophets  went  and  stqod  to  view  afar  off  ;  to  observe  thi§ 
great  event j  and  to  be  witnesses  of  it  to  others  :^  and  they  two  stood 
9  by  Jordan.    And  Elijah  took  his  mantley  and  wrapped  [it]  to* 
»      gether,  and  smote  the  waters,  and  they  were  divided  hither 
and  thither,  so  that  they  two  went  over  on  dry  ground.      God 
permitted  this  extraordinary  miracky  to  grace  the  last  day  of  Jdi 
abode  on  earth, 
^      And  it  came  to  pass  when  they  were  gone  over,  that  Elijah 
said  unto  Elisha,  n«  doubt  by  divine  warranty  Ask  what  I  shall  do 
for  thet^  what  favour  I  shait  request  for  thecj  before  I  betaken 
nway  from  thee.     And  Elisha  said,  I  pray  thee,  let  a  doubles 
portion  of  thy  spirit  be  upon  me  ;  not  that  he  might  have  twice  as 
pmch  as  Elijah^  but^  as  the  eldest  child  had  a  double  portion^  he  dt' 
sires  to  hone  a  portion  more  than  fas  brethren^  as  his  successor  in 
the  important  and  difficult  work  tf  opposing  the  prevatHng  corrvf' 
.10  tions  andidointry  ^  the  times.     And  he  said,  Thou  hast  asked 
a  hard  thing,  a  rare  and  singtUar  blessings  which  God  does  not  usu* 
ally  bestom^  [nevertheleas,]  if  thou  see  me  [when  I  am]  taken 
from  thee,  it  shall  hi  so  unlo  thee  ;  but  if  not,  it  shall  not  be 
[I  I  ao,t  And  it  c%vm  to  paa^  as  they  stil)  went  on,  and  talked,  /W^-> 
httfis  qfthe  state  tq  which  Elijah  was  goings  or  the  duty  tifhis  suC" 
csssoTf  thatsbchvid,  [there  ap^ared]  a  chtMnot  of  fire,  and  horses 
cf  4re,  and  parted  them  both  asftuider  i  and  Elijah  went  up  by 
a  whirlwind  into  heaven  \  an  In^st  qf  ttngel^y  appearing  hke  a 

*  This  gr^at  event  was  revealed  to  srnne  of  them,  «nd  pablhhe^  to  the  rcit ;  Eltsfta,  fbll 
oTthoaght.  and  Ug  with  the  expeaaiioo  of  it,  only  detireg  ihtsi  to  becalm  aod sedate,  to  w«i« 
•ht  avent*  and  ■vk  every  acKton. 

t  His  seeing  htm  conld  l^ave  no  material  inHneQce  in  tlie  bestoiroKnt  ot  the  hlessiitti 

iMt  he  had  a  secret  inpression  on  hit  mind  that  there  would  be  a  connection  lietwecn  t!^^ 

Vha's  seeing  him  taken  away  and  God's  granting  the  petitioB.    By  tbtt  means  he  wonhl  be 

9it% iusefmmM  msn auencSvc to  thA^woodcrCal fceo^, mAmon  ftt»  taw wituii tf ik 
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thofiot  mnd  Aortf«,  immediatdif  took  him  vfiy  and  carried  bim  off, 
13  And  Elisha  saw  [it,]  and  he  cried,  in  a  mixture  (^  oMtomtiunent 
and  Morrowj  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  tho 
horsemen  thereof ;  a  kjighter  and  surer  defence  of  thy  country 
than  chariots  and  horsemen  ;  sfieakmg  in  allusion  to  the  forms  in 
which  the  angels  appeared.  And  he  saw  him  no  more  :  and  ho 
took  hold  of  his  own  clothes,  and  rent  them  in  two  pieces.  This 
shovfed  that  he  saw  him  ascend^  and  he  expressed  his  sorrow  by 
reTuOmg  his  garments^  grieving  fir  his  own  great  loss  and  the  iosa 
ffthepub&e. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  T]^T  E  infer,  that  thoao^  who  are  old  and  going  to  he«yen» 
V  V  should  be  concerned  for  the  happiness  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration ;  shofiild  instruct  them  and  counsel  them.  Thus  Ellijah  did 
in  his  circular  visits.  He  did  not  close  his  day  with  meditation  and 
devotion  only,  but  was  active  to  the  last,  holding  religious  discourse 
with  Elisha,  till  he  was  taken  to  heaven.  Thus  a^ed  and  dyin|^ 
taints  should  talk  of  God's  wondrous  works,  recommend  his  ways^ 
and  speak  on  his  behalf.  This  is  a  good  frame  to  die  in  ;  and 
blessed  is  that  servant  j  whom  his  Lord^  when  he  comethy  shaded  so 
dtAng, 

3.  y^e  should  earnestly  desire  and  labour  to  obta&i  the  spirit 
of  our  predecessors  ;  to  equal,  yea,  to  exceed  our  brethren  and 
fellow  labourers,  not  only  in  their  state  and  learning,  but  in  piety 
and  zeal.  Elisha  did  not  desire  the  great  things*  of  this  world  for 
himself,  but  his  fi^tther's  spirit.  It  should  be  the  object  of  our  de^ 
aire,  to  serve  God  as  fidthfully  as  our  fathers  have  done  ;  and  have 
the  same  grace  to  carry  us  honourably  and  usefuHy  through  Mt^ 
and  to  enable  ns  to  finish  it  well. 

3.  Let  us  thankfully  meditate  on  this  illustrious  instance  of  divine 
wisdom  and  goodness  in  the  translation  of  Elijah.  It  was  a  reward 
for  his  distinguished  piety,  seal,  courage,  and  patience ;  a  proof  of 
a  future  state ;  and  an  encouragement  to  young  prophets  especially, 
to  be  ^thful  amidst  idolatry  and  opposition.  God  makes  ids  angda 
spirits^  or  winds,  and  his  ministers  a  fiame  of  fire  ;  which  implies 
splendor,  and  not  terror.  They  are  as  a  whiriwind  for  speed,  but 
not  for  violence.  Thus  angds  now  conduct  good  men  to  heaven  ; 
and  at  the  last  day,  when  the  elements  shail  melt  with  fervent  heat^ 
and  the  heavens  shall  be  on.  fire^  the  saints  shaU  be  caught  up  in  tke 
clouds^  shall  m^unt  up,  like  Elijah,  to  heaven.  Many  curious  quest- 
ions about  him  are  in  vain.  If  we  would  find  him,  let  us  imitate  his 
fiiith  and  patience,  his  courage  and  zeal.  Then  will  God  send  hi» 
chariot  to  fetch  us  home.  Let  us  long  for  this,  and  say,  Why  is  hia 
chariot  so  long  in  coming?  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  bis  chariot  f 

■  4.  The  removal  of  useful  men,  especially  of  prophets,  deserves 
to  be  lamented,  how  honourable  and  comfortable  soever  the  circum- 
stances of  that  removal  may  have  been.  It  is  a  loss  to  us  ;  they 
were  our  fitthers  and  guides  \  it  is  a  loss  to  the  public.    It  is  better 
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to  lose  manr  men  of  inr«  To  muster  soklkrsf  wd  loie  saiaUf  It « 
dreadful  exchange ;  therefore^  vfhfn  tht  righttouB  fimMh^  kt  ua  h% 
it  to  heart. 


IB 


CHAP.  11.  13,  to  the  end.  .      . 

f^ha  succeeds  Elyah  «t  g,  fir<4iket ;  he  enters  on  hU  offie€i  ^^  works 

several  miracles. 

1 3  TT  E  took  up  also  the  mantle  of  Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  as 
XJL  a  pledge  ofhm  succeeding  kirn  in  the  cffice^  ai\^  iv«)t  back» 

}4  and  stood  by  the  bank  of  Jordan  ;  And  he  took  the  mantle  of 
Elijah  tlwt  fell  froni  him,  and  ftmote  the  vatera,  and  aaid,  VVbeit 
[is]  the  Lord  Goo  of  Elijah  ?*  and  when  he  also  had  sslltten  the 
waters,  thejr  parted  hither  and  thither :  and  Eliska  went  trwtr. 

«5  And  when  the  sons  of  the  prophets  which  [were]  to  view  ift 
Jericho  saw  hini«  either  fSihen  they  saw  this  ndroHe^  or,  fcts  Bishe^ 
Clayton  suftftoses^)  v>hen  they  saw  his  Jnce  shine  iike  Msset\ 
they  saidf  The  spirit  of  Elijah  doth  vest  on  EKsha.  And  they 
came  to  meet  himt  ^nd  bowed  themselves  to  the  ground  before 
him,  in  token  ofreverenee  and  sudjeetion  to  him^  as  thej^htr  qf 
the  firofihets.  This  was  umiable  humility^  considering  that  he  was 
only  a  common  fyrmer^  find  they  were  all  trained  ufiinthe  schools 

16  of  the  prophets.  And  they  said  unto  htm,  Behold  now,  there  be 
with  thy  servants  fifty  strong  men  ;  let  them  go,  we  pray  theci 
and  seek  thy  master :  lest  peradventure  the  Spirit  of  the  Loaa 
hath  taken  him  up,  and  cast  him  upmi  soma  mountain,  or  intqi 
some  vailey^t    Ahd  hie  said,  Ye  shall  not  aend^  it  wHl  be  toim 

17  purpose.  And  when  they  urged  him  t91  he  was  ashamed,  he 
said,  Send    They  sent  therefore  fifty  meti  $  and  they  aooght 

\B  three  days,  but  found  him  not.  And  wfaeA  they  came  again  ta 
him,  (for  lie  tarried  at  Jericho)  he  aaid  unio  themj  Did  I  not  say 
unto  you,  Go  not  ?  This  would  make  them  ashamed  rf  their  own 
mstake^  mnd  promote  a  greater  regard  to  JUisha^ 

19  And  the  men  of  the  city  said  onto  Elisha^  B^hoki,  I  pray 
thee,  the  situation  of  this  city  [is]  pleasant,  as  my  lord  aeeth  \ 

50  but  the  water  tis]  naught,  and  the  ground  barren.^  And,  to 
prevent  any  suspicion  offrandy  and  to  show  there  was  no  merit  in 
vessels^  he  aaid,  Bring  me  a  new  cruse,  and  put  salt  therein^ 

51  And  they  brought  pt]  to  him.    And  he  frent  forth  unto  the 

»  Hdft  vras  iMt  aA  e«]pr«Mion  tf dtsf mtt.  ^t  of  bU  bnmUe  4aisnd(«cc  M  Ooilb  tad  dwrtv 
^1  rXpect.«tion  that  Tie  would  br  with  him,  an^  appe»>  on  ht«  beluir-'Thrre  it  a  wordoa^ 
,  tctl  bv  tlie  rr^unlsitnf «  afttr  llljab>  A#  atu  ;  it  ke  «!«» ffaaai  u  If  U  hat  Mdd»  H«  ii  in  btii«> 
19  »till  Che  same ;  tlwugh  my  father  ia  gone*  Qai  U  not. 

t  The  prophets  wene  somet'tmett  tranyportetl  from  v^»ct  to  pUce,  at  PhiKp.  Aets  viiL 
«r  they  might  »a|)iw«e  that  if  «•  jipirit  waa  remoTodJi  hit  body  m}g;ht  be  kft ;  Md  th^ 
dc6troiia  of  x^ng  it  •■  hoboordble  taruit. 

%  PerbafS  thare  wm  some  wiwliolcfooit  ^prmg  near  the  «f4Icve« 

I  Thie^ wai  a  wrf  anlikely  menM*  (ja  mUn  €brtil  and&mdl  i  ilf^'t  er et  vlA  ^a«il H 

•no\r  that  it  wa»  wruugbt  onl^  by  Ood's  powt  J*. 
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ftpfing  of  the  waters,  and  cast  the  salt  in  there,  and  said,  Thud 
saith  the  Lord,  I  hare  healed  these  waters  ;  there  shall  not  be 

j9S  from  thence  an^r  more  death  or  barren  [land.]  So  the  wat^i*» 
were  healed  unto  thisdajr,  according  to  the  sayhig  ofElisha 
which  he  spake.  Hereby  '£iuAa*s  character  and  authority  were 
CQfifirmedt     This  was  a  miracle  of  mercy  ^  the  nextf  of  judgment. 

Sd      And  he  went  tip  from  thence  Unto  Bet^hel,  to  con^t  thtm 

vnd9r  the  loss  qf  ^l/jahj  and  to  show  that  he  %pas  his  successor  : 

atid  at  he  was  going  tip  hj  the  way,  there  came  forth  little  chiU 

dr€B  o(lt  of  the  city)  yo^ng  fnen^  cafiable  ofknoxving  good  and  evily 

y  and  moctLed  him,  and  said  unto  him,  Go  tip^  thou  baldhead ;  go 

'S4  up^  thou  baldhead.*  And  he  turned  backt  and  looked  on  them, 
and  pureed  tb«m  in  the  name  of  the  Loa|»)  by  an  immediate  im- 
/nUseJrom  Mm.    And  there  came  forth  two  she  bears  out  of  the 

^1  wood)  and  tear  forty  and  two  children  of  them-t  And  he  went 
ffpm  IheA^e  to  miount  Camofd»  (o  sfiend  some  time  in  meditation 
andfir^ytrs  and  irom  thence  h«  returned  to  Samariai^  to  more 
active  scenes  (if  business  and  (buy* 

REFLECTIONS. 

i.  ^ItTHEItf  saints  and  fcdthful  prt)phel3  rfie,  Jt  is  an  (mspeak* 
VV  able  comfort  for  us  to  think  that  God  lives.  Elijah  is 
l^ne,  but  Elijah's  God  still  live?)  and  we  know  where  to  find  him< 
Let  us  seek  him,  and  live  neat  to  him.  In  vahi  do  we  put  on  the 
J}rophet's  mantle,  without  the  prophet's  God.  The  garments,  cs« 
tales,  and  books  of  predecessors  avail  nothing,  if  we  have  Aot  their 
God.  JJTwe  are  followers  qfthem^  who  through  faith  and  fiatience  are 
fioio  tnherittng  the  firotnises^  their  God  ^vUl  be  our  gxtide  even  unto 
4teathy  and  our  Godfhr  ever  and  ever  ^ 

^.  Let  this  awful  stovy  be  a  Warning  to  children  and  yoting  peo- 
ple. It  can  hardly  be  doubted  btit  that  tJiis  is  one  elid  God  ifiten^ed 
should  be  answered  by  iti  Take  care  of  yottr  words  ;  do  not  mock 
|>eopIe  for  their  infirmities  j  especially  the  aged  and  ipnfirm.  If  yoU 
^coff  at  his  people  and  ministers,  God  hearii,  and  will  punish  those 
>ho  do  so. .  Pareijte-fthould  often  warn  their  children  of  this  danger, 
test  they  suITer  in'thqir  children's  sufferin^i,  as  these  idolaters  did. 
We  C9fl  never  expect  good  from  those  chiWreti  who^e  ednqation  is 
neglected.  It  is  in  vain  to  grieve  for  miscarriages  w Wch  their  care 
might  have  prevented'.  Train  ufi  q  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 
and  vihen  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  frbm  it, 

•  Bbtftel  was  tfcfc  ^eaf  of  Ah^b's  ItloTatrf ;  auif  the  people  trere  td  cCr^neraf^  af  ta  have  tf 
■|«rtjb4irc(iBCcaiipt  fpr  «|b9  Li>f(i'<i  iirdphf  t<.  It  is  praUilile  tkat  they  *tMt  out  iheso  ckil<lrni 
TO  laiaft  Clisba.and  male  a  jest  of  his  natural  Miirrmliy  ;  accor(JTn<{ly,  rh^y  called  Mm  an  tftd 
tUdpaitecl  tdnji,  aiidbid1lii»  ^et  up  to  heaven  af^rrhit  masr^r.  for  thry.  dH  not  want  bis  cornv 
MiTther^.  'l*liey  were  vexed  tu  b^vr  a  c<^leKc,or  d'lvmlty  sphnol  xmous  theoi*  and  were 
nsea  to  tevlV  the  proiilfett  aad  ftodcnct.  Tlds  discovered  rooted  impiety,  and  a  a«tt)ed  avt-r> 
i{0iM6od't|Mro|ten. 

t  IV  beara  destroying  so  irtsny,  proves'  fliat  they  were  exeeationets  of  the  divine  ven- 
ttan«« ;  for  two  or  three  ^Idren  wquld  have  sacisfted  thch*  hun^ei*^  atui  tlic  rest  would  have, 
neaped.  An  awfnl  providence,  designed  to  awaarn  a  seme  of  religion  In  the  m»nd"«  of  iho«»- 
Idotaters ;  .to  promote  their  veneration  for  th?  }Mrophet ;  to  imiyrest  the  ristnif  umerwlftfi  wirh 
r»lisi«lM  ftar.as  tbednKthcfUMSe  childn'n  wa^  so  terrible }  and  to  leadtUriA  all  to  argue,  thac 
if  das  ohVldreii  were  slain  fior  only  mockins  Goii's  Droph^t,  how  qiiidi  9iort  shall  CrQWaiHf 
|cnom bepaa2aho4 for  coiuinualiy  pcrsecAciu^  aud  killuix^  ihe^o- 
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X  WOT  hetv>etn.  Jehtyrarfi  and  ht9  allies  and  Moah  ;  the  •trait  to  taUcJk 
they  were  reduced^  and  their  deliverance  ;  wth  their  con^iieU 
victory  ffver  the  Moa&ites* 

1  T^fO W  Jchoram  the  son  of  Ahab  began  to  feign  otrcf  Isnd 
JlN    in  Samaria,  the  eighteenth  year  of  Jehoshaphat  lung  of 

3  Judah,  and  reigned  twelve  years.  And  he  wrought  eril  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  ;  but  not  like  his  father,  and  like  his  mother: 
for  he  pnt  away  the  image  of  Baal  that  his  fether  had  anade  ^ 
alarmed  by  what  had  befidlen  hiB  Jather  and  brother^  and  by  mn^ 
treaktng  outy  he  removed  the  image  of  Baal ;  and  Jezebel  At# 
iher  mbmitted  to  thifj  being  atruck  vnth  the  calandtieB  that 

S  coming  ufton  thejamily.  Nevertheless  he  cleaved  unto  the 
of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebatt  which  made  Israel  to  sin  ;  he 
departed  not  therefrom  ;  he  left  the  calveo  ttanSngj  becauae  that 
nooB  the  m/ifiort  of  their  devotion, 

4  And  Mesha  king  of  Moab  was  a  sheep  master,  and  rendered 
unto  the  king  of  Israel  an  hundred  thousand  lambs,  and  an'  bun- 

5  dred  thousand  rams,  with  the  wocd.*  But  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Ahab  was  dead,  that  the  king  of  Moab  rebelled  against  the  king 
of  Israel.! 

6  And  king  Jehoram  went  out  of  Samaria  the  same  time,  and 

7  numbefed  all  Israel,  wuith  a  demgn  to  mbdue  the  Moabite*,  .  And 
he  went  and  sent  to  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah,  saying.  The 
lung  of  Moab  hath  rebelled  against  me  :  wilt  thou  go  with  me 
against  Moab  to  battle  ?  And  he  said,  I  will  go  up  :  I  [am]  aa 
thou  [art,3  my  people  as  thy  people,  [and]  my  horses  as  thy 
horses^  ( t  IIng€  xxiL  4.)  Jehofhafihat  wob  induced  to  thisj  parthf 
by  JehoramU  re/hrmationy  and  because  the  Moabites  had  latefy  nir 

%  vaded  himy  2  Chron.  xxi.  And  he  called  acovnsely  and  consulted 
themy  tmd  said,  which  way  shall  we  go  up  ?  And  he  answered* 
The  way  through  the  wilderness  of  Edom  ;  because  the 
Moabites  were  weakest  thercy  and  they  should  have  the  assist* 
once  qf  the  Edomitesy  who  were  tributary  to  Judah,    (See  ckm 

9  !•  I.)  So  the  king  of  Israel  went,  and  the  king  of  Judaht 
and  the  king  of  Edom  :  and  they  fetched  a  compass  of  sevett 
days'  journey,  round  the  dead  seoy  t.^at  they  might  attack  them 
where  they  were  least  exfiected  and  not  firefiared  to  receive 
them  ;  and  they  came  into  that  part  of  the  wilderness  where  their 
•  fathers  wanted  water^  Exodus  xi,  S»  and  there  was  no  water  foi' 
10.  the  host,  and  for  the  cattle  that  followed  them.  And  the  king 
of  Israel  said,  Alas  !  that  the  Loan  hath  called  these  three 
Jungs  together,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab  !  Tfds 
was  a  passionate  and  insolent  complaint  ;  for  he  had  not  consmked 


•Thii  WW  hW  tribat«,  and  «|t  paid  io  kind ;  this  it  mm  tlittanblcd  Soloiwm  to  oier  # 
mth  niuaeroQs  lacrificc*. 

rtigBidpely  adtfrt  tint) 


t  Vkt  rebeUlM  b^gan  In  the  time  of  Ahmtah,  ch-  L  I.  kat  k« 
r  Mng  lick/  dkl  mat  actenvt  so  ndmm  ihts. 


II  Gtd^  Mir  fumyd  fir  hei/t.  But  Jehosliaphat,  Mf  fiioM  }tng  of 
Judah,  sidd)  [Is  there]  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  that  we 
may  im|uire  of  the  Loao  by  hhn  ?  And  one  of  the  king  of 
laraerd^setrants  answered  and  sfdd,  Here  [is]  Elisfaa  the  soa 
of  Shaphat)  whieh  poured  water  on  the  hands  of  Elijah,  thai  £»» 
waited  tifum  him  a#  a  menial  servant,  ^one  knew  vfhat  a  treasure 
mndJHmd  tket^  had  in  the  camfi  j  ptrhaps  he  came  by  the^sfieeial 

\%  direetions  of  Ffovidenee.  And  Jehoahaphat  said.  The  word  of  the 
Lon»  \%  with  him.  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphiat  and  the 
king  of  Edom  went  down  to  htm  ;  hearing  that  he  wa»  EHjah's 
mieeeawop^and  of  the  extraordinary  miracle  he  had  done^  they  aU  went 

1 3  dbcPR  to  him  to  show  hhn  the  greater  resfieet.  And  EUsha  said  tmto 
Jehoram  the  king  of  Israel^  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  get 
thee  to  the  prophets  of  thy  &ther,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thf, 
mother  ;  fiiofihets  wkom  he  stiU  o/ienfy  avowed^  and  fierhafis  had 
same  ffthem  vdth  kirn.  And  the  kh)g  of  Israel  said  uhto  him.  Nay, 
it  is  vain  toa^fdy  to  them  :  for  the  Loud  hath  called  these  three 
kings  togethePi  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab ;  intimating; 
thai  nsns  hui  Gcdxoiddhe^  them  ;  and  hcfdngy  that  if  he  had  no 
regard  to  him^  he  vfould  not  suffer  the  other  two  kings  to  perish^ 

1 4  And  EUsha  said*  [As]  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom  I 
stand,  surely^  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jehosha* 
phat  the  king  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee,  nor  see 
thee  ;  a  regard  to  Jehoshafthafs  piety  ahme  disposed  Mm  to  use 

1 5  his  interest  mdth  heaven  Jhr  them.  But  now  bring  me  a  minstrel. 
And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  minstrel  played,  that  the  hand  of 

16  the  Lord  came  upon  him.*   And  he  saidf  i  hus  saith  the  Lord, 
.17  Make  this  valley  full  of  ditches.    For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  ye 

shall  not  aee  winds  neither  shaU  ye  see  rain  ;  yet  that  valley 
shall  be  filled  with  water,  that  ye  may  drink}  both  ye  and  your 

IS  cattle,  and  your  beasts-  And  this  is  [but]  a  light  thing  in  the 
sight  of  the  LoRDy  the  promise  goesfyrther  i  he  will  deliver  ^e 

19  IVfoabites  also  into  your  hand.  And  ye  shall  smite  every  fenced 
cityi  and  every  choice  city,  and  shall  fell  every  good  tree,  and 
stop  all  wells  of  water,  and  mar  every  good  piece  of  land  witli 
8lones.t 

to  And  it  came- to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  meat  offering 
was  ofieredol  the  jempls  in  Jerusalem^  and  when  he  and  thepioum 
Israelites  Joined  their  prayers^  that,  behold,  there  came  water  by 
the  way  of  Edom,  and  the  country  was  filled  with  water,  whicM 

ii  1  probably  came  from  the  rocks.  And  when  all  the  Moahitea  heard 
that  the  kings  were  come  up  to  fight  against  them,  they  gather* 
ed  all  that  were  aU|e  to  put  on  anaour,  and  i^wnrd^^od  slAod 

32  in  the  border  of  their  country^  to  defind  themseives. .  And  tbe|^ 
rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  sun  shone  upon  the  waterg 

*  El  Mia  wM  protakly  niRed  and  dkcompowd  at  the  presence  of  tWs  idolatrotu  Uar  a 
^K  a|>iritof  proebecy  waa  n«t  at  his  oommand  ;  it  was  iiM^saarf  to  be  composed  and  cakf 
«»i«c«ii»»  the  divine  oraelea ;  aad  when  die  naalc  had  coaipoard  hia  mind*  God  was  plea«ci| 
-to  rrvaal  himself  to  lum. 

t  Ihla  w  tUMmrr  to  ttopdaki^  preofpl  ift  tte  law.  hat  m* diapeoMd^thl«  tt^ 
tammand  of  the  progliit  airf  m  ftfMr  e9Ktn«i4JMrrWM>  "^ 
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•    and  the  Moabites  law  the  water  on  the  other  aide  [aa]  red  a* 

^  blood  :  And  they  aaid^  ThU  [is]  hLood  i  the  kiiiga  are  surdf 

8lain>  and  they  have  smitten  one  another :  now  thereCwe  Moabf 

l4  to  the  spoilt  And  when  they  came  t^  the  camp  of  Israel^  the 
Israelites  rose  up  and  smote  the  Bloabites,  so  that  they  fled  be- 
ibre  them :  but  they  went  forward  smiting  the  Moabitea,  cren 

25  in  [their]  country.'  And  they  heat  down  the  citi^  and  on  every 
good  piece  of  land  cast  every  man  his  stone^  and  fiUed  it  ;  and 
they  atopped  all  the  wells-of  water,  and  felled  all  tlie  good  trees, 
intending  to  d^/uikUe  the  cmmtry^  thmt  they  might  have  no  more 
dittirbaMceJrom  such  neighbours  ^  only  in  Kirharaseth  the  capi' 
iat  eity^  f/««^xvi.  11.)  left,  they  the  stones  thereof;  howbeit 
the  slmgers  went  about  [it,]  and  smote  it  ^  they  hemege4  it  » 
fimiycndmade  hreaehee  in  it. 

t6  And  when  the  king  of  Moah  saw  thatihe  Wide  waatoo  aore 
for  him,  he  took  with  hii&  seven  handred  vai&x  that  drew  awofdst 
to  break  through  [evenjunto-the  king  of  EdomfMrnAn^  to  aiiedt 
Mnti  the  army  being  veakeot  there  :\  hut  they  oeuld  not,  and 

S7  vere  refmUed^  Then  he  took  his  eldest  son  that  ahould-Jiave 
reigned  in  his  stead,  and  offered  him  [for]  a  burnt  offering  upon 
the  wail  /•  hU  god  Chemoah^  to  secure  his  favour.  And  there 
was  great  indignation  against  Israel,  or  ratherj  great  indignation 
and  remorse  in  Israel  ;  they  were  so  affected  and  grieved  at  thie 
barbarous  action^  that  they  raised  the  siege  and  returned  home  ^ 
and  they  departed  fironor  him,  and  returned  to  [their  own]  hadL 

REFLECTIONS. 

f .  TT  O  W  miserably  do  those,  who  put  up  with  a  partial* re<^ 
XjL  gard  to  God*s  law,  deceive  themselves  T  Jehoram  put 
away  the  images,  but  not  the  calves.  Thus  do  sinners  put  away' 
some  sins,  but  keep  others  ;  and  think  to^please  God  by  such  par- 
tial obedience  :  but  they  aifront  him  and  deceive  themselves.  Be 
that  kecpeth  the  whole  iaw^  and  offende  only  in  orie  fiointy  is  guilty 
of  all 

2.  See  how  prone  good  men  are  to  fall  into  the  same  fault  for 
which  they  have  smarted,  .feho^haphat  had  suffered  by  his  aHF- 
ance  With  Ahab,  3  Chron,  xviii.  and  had  once  bravely  i*esolvcd 
against  subh  connections  ;  but  here  he  fells  into  the  same  sin  again. 
This  was  written  for  our  warning.  Good  men  often  think,  that 
whatever  other  errors  they  may  &11  into,  they  shall  never  iail  into 
those  for  which  they  have  suffered  and  beeik  penitent.  But  there  ia 
danger  even  of  this.  Let  him  that  thhUAth  he  standeth^  take  heed^ 
kstf-'he  Jail. 


*  The  Mb«biN«  Knowbir  thnie  Warn  oo  trailer  dicrr.  Hid  duir  no  n!n  hal  bJHM, 

•Indad  ,rt»t  thejr  had  qoantTled  dirongh  rage  for  m^aiit  of  #«cer,  dr  tooie  otlwrcaDae,  and 
dettroved  one  another.  RemcmbertoK  what  aqoarrrl  thtre  was  bcrweoi  them  and  tlKir  al^ 
tin  when  JeMMhaphat  opposed tbem.  9CArf>it.xx.  and  aooeniSdent  were  they  of  Ihia  aaaonr^ 
Oiat,  withoot  lending  any  scoati,  they  nurcKed  indisoixier  to  ieixc  the  »poy». 

^  t  PrrUpthe  had  pmonaAment|rfenra|alMthim»  Edora  having  hem  faraMta^  attiiAl» 
l»a0;«rWthoakfat,  that  town  ai#i^«uailcarthf»r  ir«|Uio«afl]Ck 
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^.  LeambownSntteGanfideBeeof  siimersiiiii  IhedATofdis* 
tress.  What  confusion  ^U  they  be  in  when  sent  to  their  idolst  asi 
Jehoram  was  ;  get  thee  to  thefini^teqfikyjhtherand  thy  mother, 
6o»  when  conscience  is  alarmed^  or  sickness  oF^death  approache%- 
:irhat  wiH  ye  do  when  sent  to  your  raooey ,  to  your  pleasures,  to  your 
gay  coapoay  i  can  they  save  you  ?  Think  of  such  seasons.  They 
'Will  come  ;  and  mhat/ruit  mil  ye  then  have  in  thoee  things  qf  which 
y9tt  wiU  be  aetkmted  f 

4.  We  have  here  an  lastance  of  the  uscfiAieBs  «f  music  in  nbdeo 
rating  the  passions  and  composing  the  mind.  Elisha  played  on  a 
minstrel  ibr  this  purpose  %  and  therefore  it  was  studied  in  the 
echods  of  the  prophets.  Among  the  heathens  it  was  always  recom- 
M^ided ;  and  many  instances  of  its  remarkable  effects  are  reoord^ 
cd.  It  is  an  agreeable  entertainment  for  young  pe<^le,  if  they  do 
«ot  spend  too  much  time  about  it.  T*he  k>ve  of  it  is  generally 
Mckoned  a  sign  of  a  good  temper  ;  and  the  moderate  <ise  of  it 
may  help  to  mend  a  bad  one. 

5.  It  is  necessary  to  govern  our  pissions*  if  we  desire  the  spirit 
«f  God  to  rest  upon  us.  Anger  or  metfulness  drives  away  the  spirit. 
The  peacdRd  dove  flies  from  raiKng,  noise,  and  strife.  Thevefore^ 
let  not  «nger)  wradi  and .  bitterness  be  once  found  among  us,  if  we 
4oRre  his  anflueiicea  to  improve  our  yirtues,  apd  afibrd  us  stroig 
consolation. 

6.  See  the  regard  to  be  shown  to  g^ood  and  bad  men.  Thet>ro* 
phets  indeed  ane  not  ahraya  models  for  us.  It  i«  no|  fit  that  we 
should  say  to  a  king^  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  though  a  pro<> 
phet  might.  Elisha  had  great  respect  for  Jehoshaphat^  but  he 
would  not  even  look  vpon  Jehoram.  It  is  the  character  of  a  good 
man  that  a  vile  fieteon  ie  contemned  in  hie  eighty  however  great,  and 
hetovee  dndhonoureddlthatjear  thel^ovd, 

f.  Observe  the  folly  and  misery  ci  idolatry,  in  the  inhuman  Htes 
with  which  they  think  to  appease  their  deities.  The  king  of  Modb 
offered  up  his  eldest  son  with  tills  design.  It  was  a  common  prac* 
tice  in  the  heathen  world.  Thereare  accounts  of  many  such  sacri- 
fices among  the  Vidians  in  later  years.  Let  us  lament  the  d|f  gen» 
cracy  of  human  nature,  that  is  capable  of  offering  such  unnaturd 
and  cruel  sacrifices ;  and  pray  pod  to  lead  them  to  a  better  knowK 
edge,  and  to  setid  them  the  gk&ioiis  light  of  the  gospel.  These  in<« 
'Stances  should  make  us  thanKnil  that  we  enjoy  it.  He  hath  not  dealt 
00  vith  many  other  nations  ;  let  ue  therefore  firaioe  the  Lord*  -     '   " 


wmBssaBBsaBSBsaEefsaBaaaBsesBSSsssBasssssE         ,i    ^    ■^^egagsga 
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hi  which  we  have  an  account  of  more  of  EUaJu^e  ndraclee^ perfirmed 
'.  for  the  honour  (ftrue  reUgUm^  and  the  encouragement  tf  those  wAe 
adhered  to  it^ 

^  1  ^^O'W*  there  cried  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives  of  the  sona 
X^  of  the  prophets  unto  Elisha,  saying,  Yhy  servant  ray  huai 
IhmkI  ia  dead ;  and  t^ou  knowest  that  thy  servant  did  fear  thgi 
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IjOHH  ;  l^didHotjmnintheidQkary^theiihee^midw^ 
impaveriahed  l>y  Jezebel* 9  per aecuiian  :  and  the  creditor  is  coa^ 
d  to  take  unto  liim  my  two  wnis  to  be  bondmen.  And  ElUba  aakl 
vnto  her,  What  shall  I  do  for  thee  ?  tell  me,  what  bast  thou  in 
the  house  ?  And  she  8aid>  Thine  handmaid  hath  not  may  thing 
•  In  the  house,  save  a  pot  of  <m1  ;  as  she  had  UtUe  or  no  money^  ke 
asked  what  was  in  the  house^  which  might  be  sM  ts  pay  the  debt. 

3  Then  he  said,  Go,  borrow  thee  vessels  abroad  of  aU  thy  neigh* 
bours,  [even]  empty  vessels ;  Iwrrow  not  a  few.  T^ie  nefghbaurs 
ffdght  wonder  why  she  borrowed  so  many  vesseis,  and  might  kaat 

4  euriosity  to  inquire  into  the  cause  g  thertfore  he  adds^  And  when 
thou  art  come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee  and  upon 
thy  aonsy  to  prevent  their  too  great  curiosity^  to  hinder  the  importu* 
nity  fjfthe  creditors^  to  avoid  any  ostentation  ^fthe  miracU^  and  that 
thommayest  have  Hberty^  to  nseproper  devotional  exftresHons  an  the 
occasion  p  abd  thou  ^alt  pour  out  into  all  those  vessels,  and  thou 

5  shalt  set  aside  that  which  is  full.  So  she  went  from  him,  and 
abut  the  door  upon  her  suid  upon  her  sons,  who  brought  [the 

4  vessels]  to  her  ;  and  she  poured  out.  And  it  came  t^  passi 
when  the  vessels  were  full,  that  i^e  said  unto  her  son.  Bring  me 
yet  a  veasoL    And  he  s»d  unto  her,  tThere  is]  not  a^vesad 

y  mote.  And  the  oil  stayed.  Then  she  came  and  told  the  turn 
of  God.  And  he  said,  Go,  sell  the  oil,  and  pay  thy  debt,'  ind 
tivt  thou  and  thy  children  of  the  rtfst 

•  And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  Eliaha  passed  to  £Iiiin«m>  vpkich  lay 
between  Carmel  and  Samaria^  a  way  which  the  prophet  ^ten  went^ 
where  [Was]  «  great  woman  ;  and  she  conslrtdned  him  to  eat 
-  bread  ;  a  rich  woman^  who .  qften  asked  him  to  eat  bread  on  Ms 
.  Joumeyj  which  he  tttjirt  modestiy  r^fiesedy  but  at  length  accepted. 
And  [so]  it  was,  [that]  as  oft  as  he  pittsed  by,  he  turned  in 
thither  to  eat  bread  ;  she  made  Mm  so  welcofne^  that  qfierward 

M  ht  always  coiled  on  her.  And  she  said  unto  her  huriMtod,  he* 
Iwld  BOW,  I  perceive  that  this  [is]  an  holy  man  of  God,  which 
passeth  by  us  continnally  ;  not  only  a  prophet^  but  a  man  '^great 

10  sanctity.  Let  us  make  a  little  chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall, 
remote  from  the  hauscj  suited  to  that  love  <if  meditation  smd  rttirt* 
aneht  v^h  she  son  he  affected  ;  and  let  us  set  fer  hirii  there  a 
bed,ahdatable,andastool,  abda^ndlestkk,  all  aecommodatisns 
Mecessory  for  a  single  person  :  ton  it  shall  be,  whtfn  be  comdii 

11  to  us,' that  he  shall  turn  m  thither.  And  it  feH  ^o  a  day,  that  ha 
came  thither,  and  he  turned  into  the  chamber,  and  lay  there. 

n*  At&L  Be  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant.  Call  this  "SfiunammTte.   And 

IZ  when  he  had  called  her,  she  stood  before  him.  ^  And  he  said 

unto  him.  Say  now  unto  her,  Behold,  thou  hast  been  careful  4br 

us  with  a)l  this  care,t  what  [is]  to  be  done  for  thee  ^  .woiddst 

*  He  d<MSi  not  order  her  to  Uase  abont  the  ni  iracle  »moiiK  heA  nejsitboiiny  but  to  vSX  dit 
m\ ;  ana  bf  dcgr^ew  ^Mlarce  Ae  debt.  tlndoabtedlT  tbe  oil  ktm  cC  tte  best  kind,  and  the 
vooldhave  a  quick  saie  for  it  s  bat  the  was  to  keep  tbe  aiatter  secret ;  to  ackftowk^  the 
foodnett  ofOod ;  and  •cckdirrctiM  from  hun  mhal  she  was  to  do. 

.      tTbtorifinal  word  signifies  «aM|»rrMrtfnk   ThenxmhetifialaindNnieiniofr  i 
Ji^that  she  hid  a«C  «■]#  #Nie  »|ic&feradi  wSos,  taf  with  a  terydbli^ijiK  air  ofiittden 
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^  ,  fhoii  be  ^wikca^  fbr  to  Ihe  kmg^.or.to  tbe  captapn.oftbt  host^/or 

any  firtferment/or  thy  huebahd^  or  to  redress  any  comfilaint  ?  And 
she  answered,}  dwell  AipoQg  mine  owa  people}  am  well  beloved 

%4  by  themj  and  Hve  u/iou  food  terms  among  them.  And  he  said  ^ 
Ais  servant^  What  tneii  [U]  to  be  done  tor  her  ?  He  asked  hig 
servant  J  vfftc  was  much  m  the/mmUy  when  £lisha  was  retired  to  bis 
thamberf  and  was  then^ore  Ukely  to  knowy  if  he  had  observed  any 
thing  that  she  wanted  or  desired.  And  Cehazi  an&wered^  Verilf 
she  hath  no  child,  and  her  husband  is  old,  and  will  no  doubt  think 

\S  a  chilflan  un^fieakable  Javour,  And  he  said,  Call  her.  And  when 
be  had  called  her^  she  s^ood  in  the  door,  with  great  modesty  and 

!)6  resfiect.  And  he  said*  Al^ut  this  season,  according  to  the  time 
oi  life,  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son.  And  she  said,  Naj^  my  lord» 
[thou]  man  ai  God,  do  not  }ie  unto  thine  handmaid  ;  do  not  de^ 

17  ceive  me  with  false  hofves,  An4  the  woman  conceived^  and  baro^ 
a  son  at  thaf  season  that  Elisha  had  said  unlo  her^  according  l» 

.  the  time  of  )ift^    .    ,  ^     " 

18  *  And  when  the  child  was  grown,  it  £ell  on  a  day,  that  he  went 
{  .  ,9ut, to  hb  iather  to  the  reapers,  and  was  excessively  heatfid^  and 
JL9  seized  with  a /ever  i  And^nq  said  unto  his  father,  My  h^ad^  mjr 
ko  ^e^    And  lie  said  to  a  lad|  Carry  him  to  his  mother.    And 

^  when  he  had  taken  him^  an^  ;i;pr6ught  him  to  his  mother,  he  sat 

on  her  kxiees  till  lu^p^  and  Uben]  died.,    All  her  tender  care  could 

91  not  preserve  his  lijc.     And  she  went  V|»,.a^d  laid  him  on  the 

bed  of  the  n>a9  of  God^  and  ^hut  [the  door}  upon  him,  and  want 

out.     She  uttered  no  fieevish^  indecent  woras^  hut  shov^ed  aft  act* 

parable  temfi^^  and  a/uli  fiersuasion  qf  the  extraordinary  frower 

,      ^ihe  prophet  to  raise,  him  again^  as  £lijah  had  done  in  another  in* 

t      stance  ;.  she  did  not  so  much  as  tell  her  husband  that  the  child  was 

%2t  dead*    And  aha  /called  upto  her  l^usband,  and  said,  Send  me,  I 

\\.   P^^y  ^bee,  onq  of  the  young  mep,  and  one  of  the  asseis,  thsj^  I 

13  may  run  to  tlje  roan  (;^God,  and  come  again.    And  he  saidj 

.   WbQi^$>re  wilt  thov^  n>  to  him  today  \  [it  is}  neither  new  moon, 

nor  saj>batb.*    And  ^  said,  [It  shall  be)  well*     She  went  for 

S4  a, good  endf'and  did  not  dettbt  but  sAf  should  st^ceed.    Then  she 

.saddled  an  a^,.and  sakl  to  her  servant^  i)riye^  and  eo  forward? 

%^  slack  not  [thyl  riding  £br  me  except  I  bid  thee.    So  she  went 

.    and  «anie  unto,  thf  inan  of  Cod  to  mount  Carmel^    And  it  came 

to  pasS)  when  the  man  of  God  saw  ber  aiar  o%  tbat  he  wondered 

she  should  come  at  so  unusual  a  tims%  and  be  said  to  Gehaai  hit 

26  sesrvant,  Behold,  [yopder  is]  that  ShunammHe ;  Run  nowy  I  nraf 

thee)  to  meet  her,  and  say  unto  her*  [Is  it]  well  with  thee  i  [it 

.  it]  well  with  thj  hu^iband  I  [is  it]  weU  with  the  child  I  And  shd 

%7  answered,  [It  is]  wdit    .Ajid  when  sbe  came  to  the  man  oT 

Cod  to  the  hill)  she  caught  him  by  the  feet :  but  Cehazi  came 

^    *  tn  tlie  trlbet ,  tbottf  who  could  not  go  to  the  tempfe,  were  nted  to  ittend  at  flit  eetleg«  flf 
A*fiti|lifti,  lAd  join  Awr*  in  tiie  MMrtitM  dT  dcvoOdii: 

t  Rer  tttwer%rih  lic«ni]hf  true.   "Bim,  «^1IM  «re  eMriJef  CMpifMl  f||«ii  %lMtt  this 
mm,  il  dUaoovtMd  thai  sb*  JumI  bi%»c  alety  and  sammM  of  tenner.    WUle  It  lyat  olT&rthtr 
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'  person  qfher  rankf  tifleciaUy  one  vfho  ha4  ^en  «o  kind  a  bentfdc* 
tor  to  hit  moMtcr.  And  the  man  of  God  uiidrLet  her  akxie ; 
for  her  9011I  [is]  vexed  mthin  h^r  ;  and  the  Lohd  hath  hid  [it) 
from  me,  and  hath  not  told  mcy  fwth  nqt  revealid  the  caute  cfher 

99  ^rie/to  me  s  Then  ^he  aak!,  D^  I  desire  a  aon  of  my  lord  ?  «m 
not  learn/  vnthotU  children  ?  did  I  by  any  impfkrtwdiy  extort  thit 
child  f  did  I  not  aajr.  Do  not  deceiviie  lyie  ?  ipa«  Inot  soNcrtotm 
thqt  no  hope  might  be  raised^  fe$t  my  ejtrpect€ttum  thouid  be  dttop' 
painted  t  which  ie  now  pecuJ&arly  affecting.    Tkue  pitdnfy  intitnat^ 

99  pig  that  the  child  vfOM  dead.  Then  he  said  to  Gehasii  Gird  ii|^ 
Ihy  loins*  and  take  my  staff  in  thfaie  hand)  and  ^  thy  way,  msdx 
haste :  if  thbi^  meet  any  man,  saiiite  him  not ;  and  if  any  sahite 
thee,  answer  him  not  again  i  and  ia^  X0j  «Uiff  upon  the  face  of 
the  child ;  thfnking  that  hi*  aft^vwufd  work  u  ndracle^  Ske  Mo^ 

|Q  ee^  rody  or  JSUJah^e  mantie.  And  the  mother  of  the  child  sud# 
[As]  thp  Loan  livetht  and  [as]  thy  soul  JiTeth,  I  wOl  not  leave 
ihee  e  herjhdth  was  not  strong  enough  to  think  thttt  any  thing  totM 
be  done  mthout  E&ahaU  presence.    And  he  arose,  and  leaved 

;S1  her.  And  Gehazi  passed  on  before  them,  and  laid  the  8ta|f 
upon  the  &ce  of  the  child  ;  hut  it  t^ais  aU  in  vam,  [there  was] 
neither  voice  nor  hearing.    Wherefore  he  went  again  to  meet 

^82  him,  and  tQld  him,  Baying,  T!)ec)iiid  is  not  awaked.  And  when 
JQisha  was  come  into  the  house,  beh<4d|  the  child  was  deadi 

IS  [and]  laid  upon  his  bed.  He  went  in  tfaerelbre,  an^i  abut  the 
door  upon  tbctti  twain,  ^tkd  pncy^  feroently  unto  the  Loan, 

>ft4  And  he  went  ^p,  ^d  lay  upon  the  child,  ai^  put  hb  mouth 
vpon  h;s  mQUth,  and  hi*  ^yes  upon  his  eyes,  and  his  hands  upcn 
hn  faanjdhi  to  expreoo  Mo  eomeet  and  importunate  desires  .*  aD4 
lie  8tretche<}  bimsdf  upon  the  child  ;  and  the  flesh  of  the  child 

i|5  wayed  waim.  Then  he  returned,  iad  walked  in  the  hoiuae  to 
and  ho^JuU  <ifan^d(Kus  concern^  and  whoUiy  intent  an  what  he  was 
abota  ;  and  Ar  went  up,  and  stretched  himself  upon  him  :  and 
the  child  sneeted  seven  times,  and  so  threw  ^  the  obstrttetian 
in  his  heady  which  .was  the  cause  pfhis  Wness  and  deaths  and  the 

p6  child  op^edfai»  eyes.  And  he  called  Gel^ai,  and  said,  CsU  this 
^hunammite.    So  he  called  her.    And  when  she  was  come  in 

!lf  nnto  him,  hcf  said,  Take  up  thy  son.  Tfaep  she  went  in,  and 
ifell  at  his  feet,  t^d  bowed  herself  to  the  ground,  an^  ^'^  tip 
her  son,  and  went  out.  Her  heart  was  so  aff^ted^  and  her  passkns 
'so  strongs  that  she  couidnot  speakj  but  expressed  her  reverence 

*      and  thankfiibiem  by  her  actions. 

$t  And  Elisha  came  again  to  G^gal :  and  [ther^  ^jfas]  a  dearth* 
in  the  land  ;  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  [were]  sitting  before 
iam^asikspupUs:  and  be  said  unto  his  servant,  Set  on  the  great 

39  pc^  apd  seethe  pottage  for  the  sons  pf  the  prophets.  An^  as 
they  had  none  in  the  garden,  because  qfthe  dearth^  one  who  was  befr 
4er  acgutdnted  with  his  bible  than  his  herbal,  went  out  into  the  field 
jb  gaUier  herbs,  and  he  found  a  wild  vine,  and  gathered  thereof 
'^fj^  go^rd»f  some  ti^piQU^  her bsf  his  lapfiili  and  came  aiMi  shacA 
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4o  Xtberal  into  the  fiot  of  potta^^  t  fer  tbey  knew  [them]  not.  $•• 
they  poured  out  for  the  men  to  eat.  And  it  came  to  passy  urn 
they  were  eatmg  of  the  pottag^^  that  they  cried  out)  and  saidt 
O  [thou]  man  of  God,  [there  is]  death  in  the-pbt.  And  they 
could  not  eat  [thereof:]  ihey  immediately  Jdt  them»elve9  ao  iU 

#1  thai  lAr^  amciuded  they  ^nbere  fimnmed.  But  he  sud.  Then  bring 
iSktiAi  And  he  cast  [it]  into  the  pot  ;*  and  he  said,  Pourout  for 
the  people,  that  they  may  aat.-    And  there  waaiio  harm  in  th« 

-     pot ;  every  otte  might  eat  with  mrfety, 

411    And  there  came  a  fnan  from  Binlshalisha,  aiid  brought  the  ttam 

'  of  God  bread  of  the  first  fruits,  twenty  loaves,  or  tmall  cakety  of 
barley,  and  full  eai^  of  com  in  the  husk  thereof.t    And  hesaid^ 

4S  Give  unto  the  people,  that  they  may  eat^  And  h^  servitor  said^ 
What,  shcMrid  I  set  this  before  an  hundred  men  ?  it  will  not  be  a 
morBelJbr  eaehi  But  tHe  firttf^et  erverruled  the  objection  ;  mnd 
he  said  agidn.  Give  the  people,  that  they  may  eat  s  (or  thus  saith 

44  the  Lord,  They  shall  eat,  and  shall  leave  [thereof.]  So  he  set 
[it]  before  them,  and  they  did  eat)  and  left  [thereof,]  aceordiog 
to  the  word  of  tho  Lorb# 

REFLECTIONS. 

i.  \\T^  observe  that  the  families  of  the  best  of  men  ma^  fiA 
V  V  into  difficult  eifcumstances  when  they  are  removed ;  as 
the  family  of  the  prophet  mentioBed  v,  1 .  did^  Let  us  not  think  thef 
case  singular  if  this  should  be  the  lot  of  ounelveaor  our  acqaaiiit' 
tAce,  as  inataiieea  of  thia  kind  are  common. 
.  3.  The  ehildfeft  of  God'n  people,  when  th^s  reducedy  may  find 
•upport  in  the  God  of  their  £ithers|  aa  the  prfyphet's  widow  and  ehil« 
dren  here  did*  Hia  blessing  can  inorease  and  multiply  our  provis- 
ions as  he  pleases,  and  cause  them  to  flow  on  as  kmg  aa  there  ia 
Toom  to  receive  them.  Dnt9t  ht  the  Lardj  and  do  goody  and  verily 
aftov  tAoft  befidf/br  the  righie9tt»  are  never  for^aheny  nor  hie  eeedf 
though  begging  bread.    Learn, 

3..  tliat  we  tfioold  be  cputeroed  t6  dd  strict  justice,  and  to  pay 
our  debts,  if  we  deure  to  live  comfortably,  and  enjoy  the  blessing  of 
Ood.  The  prophet  AtectB  het  to  seU,  and  pay  her  debts  first. 
None  of  the  oil  was  her's,  till  her  creditors  were  paid.  This  maxim 
ia  necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  present  day  ;  owe  no  man  any 
Mng^  render  to  ali  their  duey  if  we  leave  evet*  ao  litCle  6r  ouraelves; 
Widows,  if  able,  should  honestly  ptey  their  husbands'  debts,  and 
iabouf  ,  and  teve,  that  they  may  do  it.  Better  beg,  or  starve,  Cham 
4efraud  others,  ot  deal  deceitftdly.  Which  will  entail  a  lasfiilg  blem* 
Ml  on  our  fiimHies  and  oar  honesty. 

4.  Gratefhl  heaJIs  will  devise  greatfiil  things.  The  holiest  mca 
^GodwiHbe  grateful  fof  fiivonrs  confefted.    It  is  mean  and  bate 

*  Ferfaafi  tone  meal  luidbaai  pt^tin  bdbre ;  but  it  wm  tono  pHfOwtiU  the  propbct  did 
%t  hrrrlnr  to  Aom  tfc«  dhrine  powtf  In  mnaviof  the  noxious  aCuOky  of  cho  tooth,  ami  pic 
set  ving  tbott  tine  Dad  taken  of  it. 


>  t  W]mi.thetanNatM«aBliaoccD  t^oStr-itearM  IMiaat  fatwalom** tlM4»IaiB  nrt 
aiHM  ta  bring  iImm  to  tko  GoU(ge«  ana  ■•  Uw  itvdpili  mnI  froFhcta  wcfc  nippoite«L 
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tolmagifio  tYeiy  khidiiessis  our  doe^  aii4  tSiei  vb  ate  to  do  wMia^ 
m  retttrn*  If  others  are  careM  of  ua  aad  kind  to  us»  it  bepomes  ua 
to  requite  thair  kindtiesS)  and  by  ererf  prudeftt  method  to  show  our 
gratitude.  Call  a  man  ungrateful^  and  you  say  eTery  tlung  bid  of 
liim. 

5.  It  ahould  g^ve  great  pleasure  to  those  who  are  ridi  and  gteH^ 
to  be  generous  and  t^pttablOy  especially  toward  the  people  of  God. 
How  n-iendlyand  generous  was  thia  Shunammite  !  Those  who  are 
rich  in  this  world  should  be  reedy  io  dutribut^^  and  wiiiim^  to  cammu 
mcQtc  ;  J^  mthiuck  $acri/kes  Gad  m  veli  filiated. 

6.  See  how  precarious  our  dearest  comforts  are.  Parents  musi 
not  depend  upon  tbe  Hres  of  their  children.  Thia  widow's  son  was 
well  in  the  morning,  but  dead  at  noon.  What  a  mdancholjr  alteram 
tion !  Those  who  have  relations  and  children^  should  be  as  those 
who  have  none.  Mm  cometh  forth  Ukt  a  Ji^meVf  amd  U  cut  ikmn^ 
JESs  day  ere  at  gran  ;  aa  a*Jhwer  qftk<Jieldf  so  hcJtmtrMeH/kj  tke 
windpoMeth  aver  /if  Jn^  and  he  U  gone, 

7.  We  leam>  from  the  example  of  this  amiable  woman,  bow  to 
behave  when  our  children  or  dearest  friends  are  taken  awdy.  It  is 
a  satisfaction  when  they  are  lost,  that  we  have  not  set  our  heaita 
upon  them  inordinatelyt  v.  2g.  She  aaidb  ^^  ^  ^^^-^  Well,  in  gen- 
eral, becatue  God  doth  it  ;  all  is  well  that  he  doth,  however  it  ma¥ 
affect  us ;  and  it  is  well  with  them  if  they  are  gcxie  to  heaven. 

8.  While  we  wait  on  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  duty,  we  may  hope 
fcr  protection  and  provision.  These  miracles  of  mercy  in  mutei- 
plying  food,  and  defending  from  poison,  establish  our  confidence  in 
God,  who  can  perform  the  most  illustHous  things,  and  ^ose  per* 
Jections  are  immutably  the  same.  We  are  not  to  eicpect  extraordi* 
nary  and  miraculous  things  now ;  but  God  still  governs  the  wotld ; 
and  it  b  our  duty,  and  will  be  our  wisdun  and  happiness^  $o  out  a9 
mtr  care  ufiwi  hiruj  who  carjeth/or  ue. 


CHAP.    V. 

^  account  of  J^aamanU  ieproey  and  cure^*  and  the  mm  andftuoM^ 

ment  of  OehazL 

I  ^^OW  Naama^,  captainof  the  host  of  the  king  of  Syria,  waa 
X^  a  great  man  with  his  master,  and  honoun^,  afavoyrite 
qfthe  kmgyond  ofaU  the  fuopky  because  by  him  the  Loan  haft 
given  deliverance  unto  Syria.  :t  he  was  also  a  mighty  man  i% 
valour,  [but  he  was]  a  leper.  ,  Though  thU  tfidnot  axciudehim 
.  /ram  aociett^  a*  amxn^  the  Jewe^  yet  it  vk^  a  loatheome  and 
J  dangeroua  eUeorder,  AcA  the  Syrians:!^  gone  oqt  by  com% 
panics,  and  had  brought  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of  Israel 

•  B^  mhmj^Hfrtft,  th»t  by.  dut  reaun-labte  providence  tnd  hitttn.  the  Syrlm  te< 
•nopportoBityofcomiDgtotlieknoivIedgeof'thetroeGod.  ,  ^ 


It.  KINGS.  V:  821 

t  «  little  inaM  ;  ahd  she  waited  on  KtfRhian'!i  wife.  AtJd  she 
ftild  unto  her  mistress,  tbhile  she  waa  benifailing  htr  huabmdU 
muifortun&j  Woiild  God  my  lofd  [were]  wJth  the  orophet  that 
tld]  in  Siitnatia  I  for  he  would  retowet  him  of  nia  leprosy. 
She  no  doubt  had  told    her  ndstrena  of  Ma  othtr    miraclea^  ahd 

4  thottf^t  it  "ioaa  in  his  fidwer  to  do  this.  And  [One]  went  in,  and 
told  his  IbH,  stiyin^^  Thui  and  thui  said  the  maid  that  [i*]  of 
the  land  of  ISffeel.     Thia  itni^  related  to  Mtaman^  tuho  bega  leave 

5  of  the  king  to  go  to  him.  Arid  the  king  of  Syria  said.  Go  to,  gd, 
and  I  will  send  &  letter  utito  the  king  of  Israel,  whom  he  aupfioaed 
knev)  the  firofihet  and  had  intereat  with  him.  And  he  departed* 
And  took  with  him  ten  talents  of  silver,  aM  sl^  thousand  [pieces] 

6  of  goM,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment.  And  he  brought  the  let- 
ter to  the  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Now  \then  this  letter  is  come 
unto  thee,  behold,  I  have  [therewith]  seht  Naaman  my  servant 
to  thee,  that  thou  mayest  recover  J)im  of  his  leprosy ;  The  sub- 
stdrtce  of  the  letter  nimafhr  him  to  take  cdrt  to  have  Mtaman  cur- 

7  ed,  .  And  it  tAitit  to  pass,  wheh  the  king  of  Israel  had  read  the 
letter,  that  he  reht  his  clothei,  knd  s«iid,  [Am]  I  God,  to  kill 
and  to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth  send  unto  me  to  recover 
a  man  of  his  lepfosy  ?•  wherefore  consider,  I  pray  you,  and 
att  hoti"  he  seeketh  H  quarrel  agaitiSt  me.  7%i>  behaviour  of 
the  king  added  great  fiomfi  to  the  miracle^  and  made  it  more  obaerv* 

8  able  at  tourty  and  throughout  the  kingdom.  And  it  was  [so] 
wheh  ElishA  the  man  of  God  hdd  heard  that  the  king  of  Israel 
had  rent  his  clothes,  that  he  sent  to  the  king,  saying.  Where- 
fore hast  thoit  tent  thy  clothes  ?  let  him  come  now  to  me,  and 
he  shall  know  that  there  is  a  prophec  in   Israel,  and  a  Gody  by 

^  nhom  that  prf)fihet  ia  enabled  to  woii  miracles.  So  Naaman  ciime 
with  his  horses,  and  with  his  chariot,  and  stood  at  the  door  of 
the  house  of  Elisha,  erfiecting  to  be  received  with  great  external 

10  marks  ofresfiect.    And  Elisha  sent  a  messenger  unto  him,  s" 
ing.  Go  and  wash  in  Jordan  seven  times,  and  thy  ^esh  shall  ci 

1 1  again  to  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  elean.f    But  Naatnan  thot 
the  projihet  did  not  treat  him  with  sufficient  respect^  and  he  ' 
wroth,  and  went  away,  and  said,  Behold,  I  thought,  he  wiP 
ly  come  out  to  me,  and  Stand,  and  call  on  the  name  of  the 
his  God,  and  strike  his  hand  over  the  place,  and  recover 
leper  ;  that  he  would  have  performed  the  cure  with  a  more 

1 2  emu  airy  and  greater  ease  and  speed,  [  Are]  not  Abana  and  Pha. 
par,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters  of  Israel 
may  not  I  wash  in  them,  and  be  clean  ?  So  he  turned,  and  went 

13.  away  in  a  rage.     And   his  servants  came  near,  andoncjwhm 
was  a  wise  andprudent  many  spake  unto  him,  and  suid,  My  father^ 

*  Thekinf  of  I^ael  mistifKlerstood  ht«  letter,  and  thought  he  expefted  die  care  to  be 
wrcwMjht  by  him;  ami  was  much  distreMcd,  and  rent  his  clothes  ;  suppothig  that  he  deiieiie4 
Ko  picK  aqoarrel  with  him,  by  demanding  what  was  im|K»aible  tolM;  dona. 

t  Elisha  sent  a  meftsen(;er  to  him.  not  for  »tate,  nor  contempt,  bur  becanse  he  loved  re- 
tirement, and  lest  he  ^honbl  srem  too  fond  of  the  honour  done  him.  WashinfC  in  Jordan  had 
ffto  natural  tendency  to  heal  him  ;  biic  this  wns  to  exercise  hit  Uith  Ml^  bumiUtyi  ud  pat  aA 
honour  on  Jordan,  yrhert  to  many  miracles  \aA  b?eadOQV« 

Vol.  III.  •  R  r 
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[if}  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  [do  some]  great  thing,  ^  he 
had  prescribed  a  long  course  of  phyaic^  or  somepah^ul  opertUumt^ 
wouldest  thou  not  have  done  [.  it  ?]  how  much  rather  then,  when 
he  saithtothee,  Wash,  andbe  clean  ?  the  trial  can  dono  harmy  ami 

14  may  do  goody  especially  as  it  is  commanded  by  the  prophet.  Then 
went  he  down^  and  dipped  hinieelf  seven  times  in  Jordan,  ac- 
cording to  the  saying  of  the  man  of  God :  and  his  fiesh  came 
againjike  unto  the  fiesh  of  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean. 

15  And  he  returned  to  the  man  of  God,  he  and  all  his  company, 
and  came,  and  stood  before  him  in  his  apartmenty  and  he,  that  is 
Miamany  said,  Behold,  nOw  I  know  that  [there  i^}  no  God  in  all 
the  earth,  but  in  Israel :  now  therefore,  I   pray  thee,  take  a 

16  blessing  of  thy  servant,  accept  the  present  I  have  brought.  But 
he  said,  [Afr]  the  Loud  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  I  will  re- 
ceive none.    And  he  urged  hira  to  take  [it ;]  but  he  refused.* 

IT'  And  Naaman  said,  Shall  there  not  then,  I  pray  thee,  be  given 
4o  thy  servant  two  mules'  burden  of  earth  to  biald  an  altar  miitAj 
as  a  pledge  of  my  communion  with  thy  people  and  service  ?  far 
thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt  offering  nor  sac- 

18  rifice  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord.  In  this  thing  the 
Lord  pardon  thy  servant^  [that}  when  my  master  goeth  into 
the  house  of  Rimmon  to  worship  there,  and  he  leaneth  on  my 
hand,  and  I  bow  myself  in  the  house  of  Rimmon-  f  when  I  bow 
down  myself  in  the  house  of  Rimmon,  the  Lord  pardon  thy 

19  sei^ant  in  this  thing.f  And  he  said  unto  him>  Go  in  peaces 
So  he  departed  from  hira  a  little  way. 

^  But  Gehazi,  the  servant  of  Ellsha  the  man  of  God,  was  vexed 
that  his  master  had  lost  such  an  opportunity  of  enriching  himselfy 
and  he  said,  Behold,  ray  master  hath  spared  Naaman  lliis  Syri- 
an-, in  not  receiving  at  his  hands  that  which  he  brought ;  but, 
[as]  the  Lord  liveth,  I  will  run  after  him,  and  take  somewhat 

i\  of  him.  So  Gehazi  followed  after  Naaman.  And  when  Naa- 
man saw  [him]  running  after  him,  he  lighted  down  from  the 
chariot  to  meet  him,  and  aaid,  [J&]  all  well  ?  it  discovered  rt-^ 
markable  gratitude  and  humility  in  him  to  show  such  regard  on  the 

22  prophet's  account,  A-nd  he  said,  All  [is]  well.-  My  master 
hath  sent  me,  saying,  Behold,  even  now  thepe  be  come  to  me 
from  mount  Ephraim,  two  young  men  of  the  sons  of  the  proph- 
ets ;  give  them,  I  pray  thee,  a  teilent  of  silver,  and  two  changes 

23  of  garments4  And  Naaman  said.  Be  contest,  take  two  talentsw 
JSta  Gehazi  pretended  to  keep  close  to  his  master*s  order y  and  that 

*  Much  might  be  said' to  excuse  Him  ifhe  had  accepted  It ;  it  was  a  time  of  famincj  and  die 
■oni  of  the  prophets  had  need  ofit.  But  he  thought  that  refuting  it  woo!d  give  Naaman  a  her* 
ter  opinion  of  thejewUh  religion,  and  nhow  that  their  prophets- wef^  not  mercenary,  like  idol- 
aters ;  and  that  he  In  particulai*  aimed  not  aC  his  owa  wealth  attd  reward,  but  togkmfy  God 
auid  do  good  to  men. 

t  Naaman  assures  the  prophet,  that  -when  he  did  this  In  future,  it  ahdiild  not  be  «i  act  of 
adorationt  but  only  for  the  convenience  of  his  master  when  he  leaned  ajxm  him  ;  and  by  sac* 
r  tficin^;  to  the  God  <jf  Israel,  he  made  an  open  proinalon  that  he  did  not  intend  this  as  a  rdig- 
loos  action. 

f  This  was  a  noterioot  lie  in  itsrlf,  and  might  lead  Naaman  to  suspect,  tint  tboogb' 
Clisha  would  not  talce  gifts  publicly,  he  wa.s  glad  of  them  in  privat«»  rrobiibly  £Usba-t«iili^ 
dttre  to  undfictive  Naanuuij  and  return  the  moiitjr. 
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4ne  talent  was  sufficient  ;  though  he  was  soon  prevailed  upon  to  take 
twoj  in  value  more  than  six  hundred  pounds.  And  he  urged 
him,  and  bound  two  talents  of  silver  in  two  bags,  with  two 
changes  of  garments,  and  laid  [them]  upon  two  of  his  servants  ; 

^4  and  they  bare  [them]  before  him.  And  when  he  came  to  the 
tower,  or  secret  plaee^  some  outhouse  where  he  intended  to  co?iceal 
ity  he  took  [them]  fro©  their  hand,  and  bestowed  [them]  in  the 
house  ;  and  he  let  the  men  go,  lest  Elisha  should  see  them^  and 

95  they  departed.  .  But  he  went  in  and  stood  before  his  master, 
and  thought  himself  sure  of  the  gain.  And  Elisha  said  unto  him, 
Whence  [congest  thou,]  Gehazi  ?  where  hast  thou  been  ?  And  he 

26  said,  Thy  servant  went  no  whither,  1  was  not  out  of  doors.  And 
he  said  unto  him,  Went  not  mine  heart  [with  thee,]  when  the 
man  turned  again  from  his  chariot  tQ  meet  thee  ?  hccve  I  not  as 
distinct  a  knowledge  of  what  passed^  as  if  I  had  been  with  thee-? 
[Is  it]  a  time  to  receive  money,  and  to  receive  garments,  and 
oliveyards,  and  vineyards,  and  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  men  ser- 
Tants,  and  maid  servants  ?  jis  if  he  had  said^  I  know  thy  scheme  ik 
to  buyy  and  plant y  and  become  a  great  man.  'But  is  this  a  time  tt> 
do  sOf  amidst  public  afflictions  and  great  degeneracy  f  Above  ally 
is  this  a  time  to  bring  a  re/lection  upon  the  prophet  and  the  God  of 

^7  Israel^  especially  from  this  neW  convert  ?  The  leprosy  therefore 
of  Naaman  shall  cleave  unto  thee,  and  unto  thy  seed  for  ever, 

^  for  a  long  timcy  as  a  monument  of  the  knowledge ^  power ^  andjus^ 
tice  of  the  God  of  Israel.  And  he  went  out  from  his  presence  » 
leper  [as  white]  as  snow.  This  was  the  worst  kind  of  leprostj^ 
and  always  reckoned  incurable,  * 


REFLECTIONS, 

S.  "X^T"  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  chaptei:  aq  insitance  o|  the.  gopd  eft 
V  V  fects  of  instructing  chUdrep  in  religious  principles  ; 
this  young  captive  carried  the  knowledge  of  God  into  Syria.  Th^ 
miracles  of  his  prophet  were  a  comfort  to  her  mind  in  slavery, 
were  useful  to  otliers,  ^d  led  the  way  for  Naapian's  conversion. 
Parents  should  instruct  their  children  in  the  great  truths  and  prinr 
ciples  of  religion  ;  9^  they  will  be  of  peip^tual  us(&  to  them,  and 
make  them  useful  to  others.  We  know  not  where  their  lot  may 
be  cast ;  therefore  we  should  be  sojicitous  that  they  may  carry 
their  religion  along  with  them. 

2.  See  the  difference  between  human  and  divine  power.  Naaman 
could  not  heal  himself ;  the  king  of  Syp^  could  not  ;  the  king  of 
Israel  could  not.  t^m  I  God  ?  says  he.  Qut  the  power  of  Jeho- 
vah could  effect  a  cure  at  once.  It  is  a  pjcfisant  reflection  to  every 
pne  who  fears  God,  that  nothing  is  too  har^Jbr  him, 

3.  How  common  and  how  foolish  is  it  £br  men  to  prefer  their 
pwn  fancy  to  God's  directions.  Naaman  wanted  a  cure,  but  he 
would  have  it  in  his  own  way,  and  was'angry  at  the  prophet's  plaip 
prescription.    A  very  comm^in  case.    We  may  see  instances  of  \y 
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^Tcry  day.  *  1$  not  the  light  of  natm^  belter  than  acviptfire  ? 
.^T^  not  the  waters  of  Greece  and  Rome)  the  learning  and  elo- 
quence of  their  philqsophei^  better  than  Uie  plain  preaching  of  the 
gospel  f  We  ought}  say  they,  to  he  sober  and  honest  ;  but  what 
doth  such  a  plain  and  simple  ordinance  as  the  Lord's  Supper  sig- 
nify ?  What  can  bread  and  wine  dp  ?'  So  foolishly  and  absurdly  do 
pien  argue.  They  arey  like  Naai^an,  the  worst  enemies  to  them* 
Delves  ;  and  their  leprosy  of  sin  is  never  likely  to  he  cured  till  God's 
^method  is  tried  ;  that  will  be  found  easy  and  successful  s  mzMh  and 
ie  clean.  May  we  leaiii  then,  with  humility  to  comply  wilh  all  that 
God  appoints  ;  not  go  about  to  catablish  our  awn  right eousnem^  but 
cheerfully  submit  to  that  method  of  justification  and  heaiing,  which 
God  hath  appointed  and  commanded. 

4*  Learn  hence  a  holy  tenderness  of  conacience.  Naamaii  was 
4ifi:aid  of  displeasing  the  God  of  Israel,  from  whom  )ie  had  receii^ 
•uch  favours.  If  the  prophet  had  forbidden  him  to  go  into  the 
Jiouse  of  Rimmon,  he  would  not  have  gone.  Let  ua  be  afraid  of 
(every  sinful  compliance,  and  not  think  ^o  make  reserves  in  our 
covenant  with  God,  but  guard  against  all  appearance  of  evil. 

5.  We  should  not  overburden  young  converts  ,with  excess  of 
Tigor.  Carry  the  grand  point,  bring  them  to  God,  and  have  re- 
ligious habits  contracted ;  and  by  degrees  they  will  leave  off  some 
lesser  evils,  whefi  they  have  bad  larger  experience  of  the  reason- 
libleness  and  advantage  of  religion. 

6.  We  learn  the  evil  of  covetousness.  Bavtagjood  and  raiment^ 
let  U9  therewUh  he  content*  The^  that  will  be  rrchy  fiiU  into  teinptam 
tion^  and  a  snarcy  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  IumU,  which  drovm 
ifften  in  destruction  and  fierdition.  For  the  lorve  of  money  is  the  roo/ 
^  all  evil ;  jMchy  while  some  coveted  after^  they  have  erred  from  the 
fcithy  andflierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows,  1  7hn.  vi. 
4,  9,  IQ.  AH  this  was  illustrated  in  Gehazi.  We  hei<e  see  what 
jnischiefs  it  breeds,  and  leads  on  from  one  lie  to  another. 

7.  What  a  melancholy  thing  was  it  for  such  a  wicked  ^rvant  as 
Gehazi  to  be  in  good  Elisha's  family.  In  Naaman*s  family  were 
some  wise  and  good  servants,  though  they  were  strangers  to  the 
God  of  Israel ;  but  in  the  prophet's,  this  naughty,  detestable  ser« 
Tant.  Though  he  had  heard  his  master's  prayers  and  instructions, 
and  had  seen  his  miracles,  yet  he  acted  in  this  base  and  scandalous 
xnanner.  Let  servants  read  over  this  story  often  ;  observe  what  a 
disgraceful  figure  Gehazi  makes,  and  be  upon  their  guard  against 
a  covetous  spirit  and  a  lying  tongue.  Though  masters  do  not  see 
them,  though  they  have  not  the  gif^  of  prophecy,  to  know  when 
they  have  done  wrong,  yet  God  observes  them.  Let  those  espe- 
eially  who  dwell  in  femilies  where  God  is  worshipped,  the  sabbath 
'sanctified,  and  religious  instructions  are  given,  be  sensible  of  their 
privileges.*  If  servants  in  religious  families  are  wicked,  they  must 
be  very  wicked  ;  great  is  their  guilt  now,  and  great  will  be  tbeir 
misery  another  day,  if  they  go  on  in  their  evil  ways.  Let  us  all  pray 
that  God  would  remove  from  us  the  way  of  lyings  and  ti^ach  u»  the 
vay  of  truths 
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CHAP.    VI. 

'MM^ha  eau»eth  the  iron  to  omm  s  dUcIcoetk  the  eourueU  qf  the  Syri* 
ans  i  hring9  an  hou  of  them  to  Samaria^  gnd  ooroe^  them  there  $ 
aftervxvrd  Samaria  is  beaegedj  end  in  great  diatreoa. 

I  /\  N  D  the  80D8  of  the  prophetS}  being  increased  in  number^ 
JlX  said  unto  Elisha,  Behold  now,  the  place  where  we  dwell 

3  with  thee  at  Giigal  is  too  strait  for  us.  Let  us  go,  we  pray  thee, 
unto  the  wood  near  Jordan,  and  take  thence  every  man  a  beam, 
and  let  us  make  us  a  place  there,  where  we  may  dwell ;  the^ 
were  fioor^  and  contented  with  a  very  fiiain  habitation.    And  he 

Z  answered,  Go  ye.  And  one  said  to  EUshaj  Be  content,  I  pray 
thee,,  and  go  with  thy  servants, .  to  assist  us  with  thy  advice. 

4  And  he  answered,  I  will  go.    So  he  went  with  them.    And 

5  when  they  came  to  Jordan,  they  cut  down  wood.  But  as  one 
was  felling  a  beam,  the  ax  head  fell  into  the  water  :  and  he 
cried,  and  said,  Alas,  master  I  for  it  was  borrowed,  and  ijit  is 

6  lost  I  shall  abuse  the  kindness  of  my  friend  who  lent  it  me.  And 
the  man  of  God  said.  Where  fell  it  \  And  he  showed  him  the 
place./  And  he  cut  down  a  stick,  and  cast  [it]  in  thither  }  and 

7  the  iron  did  swim.*  Therefore  said  he.  Take  [it]  up  to  thee. 
And  he  put  out  his  hand  and  took  it.  £very  instance  ^this  kind 
increased  their  reverence  for  tkefirofihet  and  their  regard  to  his 
instructions* 

8  Then  the  king  of  Syria  warred  against  Israel,  Mid  the  king 
took  counsel  with  his  servants,  saying,  In  such  and  such  a  place 
[shall  be]  my  camp  ;  the  place  where  I  will  set  some  soldiers  Jar 
an  ambush  to  surprize  the  Israelites^  and  probably  seize  the  king» 

^  And  the  man  of  God  sent  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Be- 
ware that  thou  pass  not  such  a  place  :  for  thither  the  Syrians 
10  are  come  down.  And  the  king  of  Israel  seht  to  the  place  which 
the  man  of  God  told  him,  and  warned  him  of,  to  see  if  there  waa 
any  reason  Jor  the  caution^  and  ^aved  both  himself  am/ As*  m/- 
diers  there,  not  once  nor  twice,  but  frequently. 

I I  Therefore  the  heart  of  the  Idng  of  Syria  was  sore  troubled 
for  this  thing  ;  and  he  called  bis  servants,  and  said  unto  them^ 
Will  ye  not  show  me  which  of  us  [is]  iar  the  king  of  Israel  i 
Me  thought  there  %oas  some  secret  treachery j  and  that  his  counsels 

13  were  betrayed.  And  one  of  his  servants  said,  None,  my  lord, 
O  king :  but  Elisha,  the  prophet  that  [is]  in  Israel,  telleth  the 
king  of  Israel  the  words  that  thou  speakest  in  thy  bedchamber. 
Mmman  had  spread  hisfame^  he  had  heard  of  his  other  miracles^ 
and  su/^osed  nothing  eould  exceed  his  powen  and  knowledge, 

13  And  he  said.  Go  and  spy  where  he  [is,]  that  I  may  send  and 
fetch  him.  This  was  a  foolish  design^  as  if  the  prophet^  who  knew 
a&  his  schemes^  should  be  ignorant  tfthis.  And  it  was  told  him, 
saying,  Behold,  [he  is]  in  Dothan,  a  little  city  near  Samaria, 

*  The  lewtmytlMtbeciitmstielctndwtlniieofanbaEndiVf  and  when  ho  Ufftiritiiito 
llw  waKtr  die  head  otmm^  ww  nirMiiloailj  joined  to  ic. 
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14.  Therefore  sent  he  thither  horses,  and  chariots,  and  a  great  bouts 

15  and  they  came  by  night,  and  compassed  the  city  about.  And 
"when  the  servant  of  the  man  of  God  was  risen  early,  as  all  goai 
servants  should  doj  and  was  gone  forth  to  his  tvork^  behold,  an 
host  compassed  the  city  both  with  horses  and  chariots.  And  hif 
servant,  terrified  at  the  sights  ran  ts  his  master^  and  said  unto  him| 
Aias  my  master  t  how  shall  we  do  ?  This  servant  was  due  newly 
come  to  his  master^  and  fierhaps  had  seen  but  few  of  Ms  miracles^ 

16  and  vfas  therefore  the  more  alarmed.  And  he  answered,  Fear 
not  :  for  they  that  [be]  with  us,  [are]  more  than  they  that  [be] 
with  them  ;  but  the  young  man  could  hot  believe  thisy  till  he  had 

17  clear  information.  And  Elisha  therefore  prayed,  and  said,  Lord, 
I  pray  thee  open  his  eyes,  that  he  may  see.  And  the  Lokd 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  youn^  man  ;  and  he  saw :  and,  behold, 
the  mountain  [was]  full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  fire  round 
about  Elisha,  of  angels  in  that  apf^arance^  God*s  hostj  who  then 
became  visible^  as  they  did  at  Christ*s  resurrection, 

18  And  when  they  came  down  to  him,  Elisha  prayed  unto  the 
Loan,  and  said.  Smite  this  people,  I  pray  thee,  with  blindness. 
And  he  smote  them  with  blindness,  «tic  A  a  dazzling  of  their  sight  ^as 
that  they  could  not  distinctly  see  the  men  they  sought  fbr^  according 
to  the  word  of  Elisha.     Then  they  inquired  of  Ehsha  where  me 

19  firofihet  was  ;  And  Elisha  said  unto  them.  This  [is}  not  the 
way  which  you  must  go^  neither  [is]  this  the  city  where  you  shall 
meet  with  him :  follow  me,  and  I  will  bring  you  to  the  man 
wtiom  ye  seek.  This  was  literally  true  ;  but  instead  ofthis^  by  a 
stratagem  wiiich  did  them  no  harm^  and  might  produce  the  greatest 

20  goody  he  led  them  to  Samaria.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they 
were  come  into  Samaria,  that  Elisha  said.  Lord,  open  the  eyes 
of  thjcse  [men,]  that  they  may  see.  And  tl^  Lord  opened 
their  eyes,  and  they  saw  ;  and,  behold,  [tbey  were]  in  the  midst 

21  of  Samaria,  surrounded  with  the  king  and  soldiers.  And  the 
king  of  Israel  said  unto  Elisha,  with  great  eagemessy  when  he 
saw  them,  My  father,  shall  I  smite  [them  ?]  shall  I  smitefthem  ?] 

22  And  he  answered.  Thou  shalt  not  smite  [them  :]  woddest  thou 
.     smite  those  whom  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy  sword  and  with 

thy  bow  in  cold  blood  ?  set  bread  and  water  before  them,  that  they 
may  eat  and  drink,  and  go  to  their  master,  and  tellhhn  what  kind* 

23  ness  they  have  received,*  And  he  prepared  great  provision  for 
them  :  and  when  they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  he  sent  them  away, 
and  they  went  to  their  master.  So  the  bands  of  Syria  came  no 
more  into  the  land  of  Israel  that  yeary  as  the  Hebrew  word  may 
9ignify,\ 

24  Ajid  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Benhaded  king  of  Syria 
gathered  all  his  host,  and  went  up,  and  besieged  Samaria. 

«  The  Syrians  had  thus  a  proof  of  the  power  of  the  God  of  Israel*  In  covfbundiiis  their 
%tx\\t% :  of  his  mercy,  in  sparing  their  lives ;  and  had  soch  an  opportuniiy  of  knowinr  hun> 
«ud  such  obligations  Co  serve  him,  as  might  have  made  it  the  happiest  day  in  their  lives.    ^ 

1-  Either  this  band  came  no  more*  out  of  gratitude  ;  or«  they  came  no  more  in  this  cbn* 
jicstine  way,  till  they  brought  their  whole  vn^y  tometime  after*  perhiM  wmhi  mm  pew 
jftoyocjtfion.  ^    ^        ^^      ^ 
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Hi  And  ihete  vas  a  great  famine  in  Sanuvia :  and,  behold,  they 
besieged  it^  until  an  ass*s  head  was  [sold]  for  fourscore  [pieces] 
of  silveiTi  And  the  fourth  part  of  a  cab  of  doVe's  dung  for  five 
[pieces]  of  silver.  They  were  reduced  to  the  last  extremity^  sd 
that  an  aaa'a  heady  which  was  forbid  to  he  eaterty  was  sotdfornear 
ten  fiQundSy  and  less  than  a  pint  of  fetches  or  taresy  which  was  ontij 
fit  for  doves  to  eaty  the  worst  qfxfegetatflesy  was  sold  for  about 

'^6  twelve  shillings  and  six/ience.  At\d  as  the  king  of  Israel  was 
passing  by  upon  the  iirall,  to  exatnihe  thif  guards  and  view  the 
works j  thei^  cried  a  woman  unto  him,  saying,  Help,  ray  lortJ,  O 

S7  king.  And  he  said,  probably  in  a  violent  passion.  If  the  L-onBf 
do  not  help  thee,  whence  shall  I  help  thee  ?  out  of  the  barrt 
floor,  or  out  of  the  wine  press  ?  can  I  fill  the  bams  and  store-* 

38  houses  out  of  nothing  ?  And  the  king  saM  tiAto  her,  when  his 
jiaswm  begttn  to  cool  a  Httle^  What  ailerh  thee  ?  And  she  an-* 
swered,  telling  him  a  sorrowful  tale  indeed  ;  This  woman  said 
unto  me,  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may  eat  him  today,  atid  we  will 

39  eat  my  son  tomorrow.  So  we  boiled  my  son,  and  did  eat  him, 
and  I  said  unto  her  on  the  next  day,  Give  thy  son,  fhaf  we  may 
eat  him :  and  she  hath  hid  h^r  son  to  stcve  his  life^  or  to  eat 
him  alone.  Thus  was  that  terrible  9hreateiting  fulfiUedy  Deitt^ 
xxviii.  53. 

do  And  it  caihe  t6  pass,  t^heri  the  king  he&rd  the  wo^ds  of  the 
woman,  that  he  rent  his  clothes  ;  and  he  passed  b^  upon  the- 
wall,,  and  the  people  looked,  and,  behold,  [he  had]  sackcloth 
within  upon  his.  flesh,  he  appeared  in  public  in  deep  mourning. 

^1  Then  he  said,  God  do  so  and  more  also  to'  me,  if  (he  head  of 
EFisha  the  soni  of  Shaphat  shall  stand  on  him  this  day  ;  either 
because  he  did  not  let  fHm  destroy  the  Syridn  bandsy  cfr  he  thought 
he  hdi  deceived  Mm  by  assuring'  hint  ofh^lpy  which  did  not  come  ^ 

33  -or  he  thought  he  could  have  saved  themy  but  would  not.  But  Eli- 
sha  sat  in  his  house,  and  the  elders  sat  with  hitii ;  he  was  read- 
ing lectures  to  the  studentSy  or  to  some  of  the  magistrates  who  came 
to  himy  exhorting  them  to  courage  dnd  patience  /  and  [the  king] 
ftent  a  man  from  before  hxta  to  execute  Elisha :  btit  ere  the  mes-* 
tenger  came  to  him,  he  said  to  the  elders,  See  ye  how  this  son 
of  a  murderet*,  this  sort  of  wicked  Moby  hath  sent  to  take  away 
Inine  head  ?  he  knew  his  intention  before  he  came  ;  look,  when 
the  messenger  cometh,  shut  the  door,  and  hold  him  fast  at  the 
door,  let  him  not  enter  ;  [is]  not  the  90und  of  his  fnaster's  feet 
behind   him  ?    he  immediately  follows  to  contradict  the  order, 

$3  And  while  he  yet  talked  with  them,  behold,  the  messenger  came 
down  unto  him  :  tend  he,  that  m,  t^e  kfngy  said,  Behold,  this  evil 
[is]  of  the  Loan  ;  what  should  1  wait  for  the  Lord  any  longer  ? 
Probably  Elisha  had  promised  the  king  relief  y  but  he  thought  he 
had  deceived  htniy  and  that  it  was  better  to  deliver  it  tip  to  the 
SyrianSy  than  be  starved  and  ruined  ;  therefore  in  the  beginning 
tftht  next  chaptcTy  EUsha  fixes  the  time  for  their  deliverance^ 
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REFLECTIOKS. 

1.  T  T  is  A  g^at  comfort  to  good  meii)  that  the  schools  of  (he 

X  prophets  increase  ;  and  we  should  pray  that  they  may  do  so 
more  and  more.  It  is  a  good  hearing  that  there  is  not  room  for 
them  ;  it  bodes  well  to  the  church.  And  therefore  we  should  pray 
the  Lord  of  the  haryest,  that  he  would  incline  them  to  prepare  far 
the  work)  that  the  harvest  may  be  furnished  with  nmuerous  and 
suitable  labourers. 

3.  Hence  we  are  taught  a  useful  lessoti)  to  be  careful  of  that  whidb 
IS  borrowed.  Many  neglect  this  and  abuse  the  kindness  of  their 
fiiendSf  their  horses,  goods,  or  books.  There  are  those  who  either 
never  return,  or  abuse,  what  they  have  borrowed  :  this  is  highly 
base  and  ungrateful,  as  well  as  dishonest,  and  is  contrary  to  that 
golden  rule  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would  be  done  by, 

3.  How  desirable  is  it  to  have  God  on  our  side>  when  we  are  en* 
gaged  in  military  affairs  !  He  can  discover  all  the  secret  stratagems 
of  the  enemy,  and  bring  confusion  upon  their  plots  and  designs. 

4..  How  happy  are  the  servants  of  God  in  having  angels  lor  their 
guard ;  and  what  a  constant  source  of  consolation  is  it  in  tiroes  of 
danger,  that  greater  is  he  that  is  with  them^  than  all  who  are  agqmA 
them.  If  God  be  for  u«,  who  shall  be  against  us  ?  When  without  are 
^htingsjond  within  arejears^  angels  are  our  guard  ;  he  groes  than 
eharge  concerning  us^  to  keefi  us  in  all  our  ways,  Haj^y  those  who 
can  by  the  eye  of  faith  see  this. 

5.  See  the  dependence  of  the  human  mind  upon  God»  and  his 
power  of  infatuating  it  at  pleasure.  He  can  take  away  the  senses 
and  understanding  in  a  moment.  Have  we  not  therefore  the  great* 
est  reason  to  bless  him  for  the  continuance  of  these,  and  to  remem- 
ber that  it  is  in  him  we  live^  and  morve^  and  have  our  being. 

6.  See  what  a  lovely  virtue  clemency  is  ;  and  how  well  moder* 
ation  and  mercy  become  all,  especially  the  Lord's  prophets.  It  is 
prudent  even  upon  secular  principles,  to  be  gentle  toward  our 
enemies,  when  we  have  them  in  our  power,  especially  when  re- 
sentment is  sacrificed  to  religion  ;  agreeable  to  such  repeated  advices 
as  these  ;  if  thine  enemy  hunger^  feed  him  ;  if  he  thirsty  ghfc  him 
drink.  Be  not  overcome  ofevily  but  overcome  evil  with  good.  Rom. 
xii.  20, 

7.  How  much  are  we  indebted  to  God  for  plenty  and  security  ! 
We  here  see  the  terrible  consequences  of  £simine  ;  thsy  were  glad 
to  eat  the  vilest  things,  and  were  obliged,  (lamentable  necessity)  t» 
boil  even  their  own  children  for  food.  Hunumity  and  natural  afiec- 
lion  were  lost  in  the  cravings  of  appetite.  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
who  maketh  peace  in  our  borders^  andfeedeth  us  with  the /nest  ^ 
the  wheat ;  that  there  is  no  breaking  in  (f  enendes^  and  no  such  com- 
plaining as  this  in  our  streets. 

8.  The  judgments  of  God  often  make  the  wicked  worse,  and 
lead  them  to  the  most  absurd,  instead  of  reasonable  conclusions. 
V.  31.     7%cw  he  saidy  God  do  so  and  more  also  to  mcy  if  the  head^^ 
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Xtisha  tht  son  o/Shafthat  shall  stand  on  him  this  day*  Had  he  rea- 
loned  thus,  *  I  will  pull  doWn  the  calves,  and  destroy  the  prophets 
4>f  Baal  ;  I  will  reform  the  idolatry  and  vices  of  the  country  ;'  he 
had  reasoned  Wisely.  But  nothing  would  serve  him  but  Elisha's 
head,  the  best  man  Ih  the  kingdom  ;  the  greatest  friend  and  bene* 
factor  to  the  whole  country.  All  this  proceeded  from  pride  and 
passion.  He  said,  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord  ;  and  it  was  a  g9od  re« 
inark  ;  but  he  drew  a  most  absurd  consequence  from  it.  Thus 
do  sinners  often  fret  agairtfit  God,  May  we  endeavour  to  guard  our 
hearts  and  govern  our  tempers,  especially  in  afBictive  seasons,  lest 
tve  should  charge  God  foolishly.  He  is  always  wise  and  righteous  s 
but  we  may  see  every  day,  that  thefooHshness  qf  manfiervcrteth  hi% 
^ivay^  and  then  his  heart  fret  teth  against  the  Lord. 


IE 


CHAP.    VIL 

iSMsha  in  this  chapter  profihesietk  imcredihie  fdenty  in  ^Onaridf  which 
is  brought  about  by  friur  lefiers  -venturing  into  the  Syrian  eamft^ 
and  reporting  to  the  king  their  fright  /  in  consequence  of  vthieh 
the  kingy  ufton  receiving  tnteHigence  from  the  men  he  hmd  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  qflhe  account j  sfioiis  their  tents  f  tkeproph^ 
ecy  is  friyilledt  and  the  unbelieving  lord  trodden  to  demth,*m^Thi9 
should  be  the  ccncludun^qf  the forrner  chapter^ fr am  wMchit  is'rathct 
imftrofierly  divided* 

1  np  H  £  N  ^lisha  said,  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord  % 

X.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  notwithstanding  your  firq/anenes^ 
and  the  idolatry  qfthe  courts  God  will  deliver  you  ;  Tomorrow 
about  this  time  [shall]  a  measure  of  fine  flour  [be  sold]  for  a 
shekel,  and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  in  the  gate  of 
Samaria  ;  there  shaU  be  great  plenty j  and  sold  at  a  low  rate  in  the 

2  public  marketplace.  Then  a  lord  on  whose  hand  the  kingleanedy 
a  Particular  favourite^  who  was  always  near  him^  answered  th^ 
man  of  God,  and  said,  vrith  great  contempt^  Behold,  [if]  the 
Lord  would  make  windows  in  heaven,  might  this  thing  be  i 
do  you  think  to  see  it  rain  com  tomorrow  ?  He  valued  himself  an 
being  a  freethinker^  and  laughing  at  the  ministers  of  God*  And 
he  said,  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  [it]  with  thine  eyes,  but  shalt 
not  eat  thereof.  And  so  it  came  to  pass  ;  the  next  day  the  Stuna^ 
ritans  were  relieved^  and  this  lord  destroyed^  v.  If, 

^  And  there  were  four  leprous  men  at  the  entering  in  of  the 
gate ;  some  say^  Gehazi  and  his  three  sons  ;  and  they  said  one 

4  to  another,  Why  sit  we  here  until  we  die  ?  If  we  say,  Wc  will 
enter  into  the  city,  then  the  famine  [is]  in  the  city,  and  we  shall 
die  there,  rA^  ciVy  ea}^  supply  us  no  longer:  and  if  we  sit  still 
here,  we  die  also,  the  besiegers  have  destroyed  all  thefr)od  without. 
Now  therefore  come,  and  let  us  fall  unto  the  host  of  the  Syr* 
ians  :  if  they  save  us  aUve,  we  shall  live.;  perhaps  they  m^ 
Vol.  HL  Sa 
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harae  €ovtfta8iion  ufiqn  U9  n»hen  they  9ce  out  fnUeraBte  dreuoh 
stances  /  and  if  they  lull  us,  vrc  shdl  bat  die  ;  and  it  t»  b&ter  t9 
die  suddenly  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy ^  than  die  a  lingering  death 
$  with  hunger.  And  they  rose  up  in  the  twitight,  to  go  unto  the 
camp  of  the  Syrians  ;  they  set  out  in  the  dusk  of  the  evemng^ 
and  came  to  the  trenches  ;  and  when  they  were  €ome  to  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  camp  of  Syria,  behold^  [there  was]  no 

6  man  there.  For  the  Lord  had  made  the  £o8t  of  the  Syrians 
to  hear  a  ndse  of  chariots,  and  a  noise  of  horses,  [er^  the 
noise  of  a  great  host,  made  by  angele^  or  a  sound  in  their 
ov>n  ear  a  j  by  his  almighty  fiower^  he  struck  a  flanick  hbo  them  ; 

/or  neither  the  Israelites  nor  the  tefiers  beard  it  :  and  they  said 
one  to  another,  Lo,  the  king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us 
the  kings  of  the  Uittites,  who  lived  in  the  adjacent  cownryj  and 
the  kings  of  the  Egyptians,  or  Ethiopians  from  ^ricoy  to 
come  upon  us.  This  was  very  unBkeh/j  for  haw  could  the 
king   qf  Israel  send  them  intelligence  ?  but  they  feared  whert 

7  no  fear  was.  Wherefore  they  arose  and  fled  in  the  twiliglity 
and  left  their  tents,  and  their  horses,  and  their  asses,  vMeh 
carried  their  baggage^  even  the  camp  as  it  [was,]  and  fled  for 

%  their  life  ;  they  thought  of  nothing  but  saving  themsetoes^  And 
"inrhen  these  lepers  came  to  the  uttermost  partof  theeamp^ 
they  went  into  one  tent  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  carried  thence 
silver,  and  gc^d,  and  raiment,  and  went  and  hid  [it ;]  and  came 
again  and  entered  into  another  tent,  and  carried  thence  C^so,] 
and  went  and  hid  [it ;]  they  first  satisfied  their  hunger^  and  then 
hid  the  treasure  ;  this  was  quite  consistent  with  Gehaz^s  covetous 

9  temper.  Then  they  said  one  to  another.  We  do  not  well: 
this  day  [is]  a  day  of  good  tidings,  and  we  hold  our  peace ;  it 
is  cruel  m  us  not  to  infirm  our  distressed  brethren  ;  if  we  tarry 
till  the  momtng  light,  some  mischief  will  come  upon  us  :  the 
Syrians  may  return^  or  the  king  of  Israel  may  fiunish  us  for 
concealing  this  important  cKscovery  :  now  therefore  come,  that 
lO  we  may  go  and  tell  theking^s  household.  So  diey  came  and 
called  unto  the  porter  of  the  city  :  and  they  told  him,  saying, 
We  came  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  and,  behold,  [there  wasj 
no  man  there,  neither  voice  of  man,  but  horses  tied,  and  asses 
*  1  tied,  and  the  tents  as  they  [were,]  And  he  called  the  porters^ 
the  kingfs  guards  and  they  toM  [it]  to  the  king's  house  within  ; 
thus  the  intelligence  came  to  the  king  himself. 

12  And  the  king  arose  in  the  night,  and  said  unto  his  servants^ 
I  will  now  show  you  what  the  Syrians  have  done  to  us.  They 
know. that  we  [be]  litingry  j  therefore  are  they  gcme  out  of 
the  camp  to  hide  themselves  in  the  field,  saying.  When  they 
come  out  of  the  city,  we  shall  catch  them  alive,  and  get  into 
the  city  ;  forget  ting' or  disregarding  the  Prophecy  qf  jEUshoy  he 
thought  it  was  a  stratagem   to  draw  them  out^  and  then  surprise 

13  them.  And  one  of  his  servants  answered  and  said.  Let  [some] 
take>  I  pray  thee,  five  of  the  horses  that  remain,  which  arc  left 
in  the  city,  CbeboM,  they  [are]  as  all  the  multitude  of  Israel 
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tbflt  are  left  in  it :  behold,  [I  uiy^]  th^j  [are]  eten  as  aH  the 
muldtode  of  the  Israelites  that  are  consumed :)  aod  let  us  send 
and  see.  THr  hcmet  and  men  are  aimo»t  all  consumed  with  hunger^ 
fev9  of  either  art  lejt^  and  those  are  likely  to  fierish  ;  therefore  we 
shall  run  no  great  hazard  by  sending  out  a  few  if  they  shotUd  be 
taken  and  destroyed :  there  is  little  difference  between  that  and 

14  staying  here  to  fierish  by  Jandne.  They  took  therefore  two  char- 
iot horses,  and  the  king  sent  after  the  host  of  the  Syrians,  say* 

15  ing,  Go  and  see  ;  he  would  venture  no  more  than  two.  And 
they  went  after  them^unto  Jordan:  and,  lo,  all  the  way  [was] 
full  of  gutnents  and  iressels,  which  the  Syrians  had  cast  away 
in  their  haste.    And  the  messengers  returned  and  told  the  kmg« 

16  And  the  people  went  out,  and  spoiled  the  tents  of  the  Syrians. 
So  a  measure  of  fine  flour  was  [soM]  ibr  a  shekel,  and  two  meas* 
ures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  ; 
they  found  such  plenty^  that  theref  wit  more  than  sufficient  Jor 
those^that  went  outy  and  they  brought  it  home  and  sold  it  to  others. 

17  And  the  king  appointed  the  lord  on  whose  hand  he  leaned  to 
have  the  charge  of  the  gate,  being  a  fiost  of  great  importance  and 
honour^  to  see  that  no  dUord^s  were  committed^  and  that  they  did 
not  leave  tke  eky  qtdte  naked  ;  and '  the  people  running  out  in 
such  crowds  to  the  spoils  of  the  Assyrian  camp^  threw  him  down^ 
and  trode  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died,  as  the  man  of  God 

1$  had  said,  who  spake  when  the  king  came  down  to  him.  And 
it  came  to  pass  as  the  man  of  God  had  spoken  lo  the  king,  say* 
ing,  Two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  and  a  measure  of  fine 
flour  for  a  shekel,  shall  be  tomorrow  about  this  time  in  the  gate 

19  of  Samaria  :  And  that  lord  answered  the  man  <of  God,  atid  saidy 
Now,  behold,  [if]  the  Lord  should  make  windows  in  heaven, 
might  such  a  thing  be  ?  And  he  said,  Behold,  thou  shaYt  see  it 

SO  with  thine  eyes,  but  shak  not  eat  thereof.  And  so  it  foil  out 
unto  him  :  for  the  people  trode  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he 
died.  This  was  so  remarkable  an  evenly  that  it  is  here  repeated 
with  tke  predktion,  to  show  the  truth  both  of  God^s  promises  and 
threatenings, 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  Ij^kOM  hence  we  infer,  that  there  may  be  a  strict  form  of  rcr 
Jl  ligion  where  there  is  great  wickedness.  The  lepers  were 
kept  out  of  the  gate,  and  a  strict  regard  was  paid  to  some  ceremo- 
nies of  the  law,  while  idolatry  and  wickedness  were  to1erate4  and 
countenanced.  A  remark  which  we  have  often  occasion  to  make  ; 
and  It  is  very  needfhl,  considering  how  many  rest  ip  a  form  of  re* 
ligion,  without  the  power  of  it. 

S.  The  reasoning  of  these  lepers  is  applicable  to  our  spiritual 
concerns,  and  the  method  to  be  taken  for  the  security  of  our  souls. 
When  the  hearts  of  penitents  are  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  and  despair,  let  them  venture  on  Christ,  and  the  terms  of  the 
gospel  I  they  must  perish  without  him}  and  can  but  perish  at  list 
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feet.  He  is  not  an  eneviyy  however  Satan  and  the  vorld  may  Kp« 
l*esent  bim^  but  a  friend.  He  who  applies  here^  is  sure  to  live. 
But  if  there  was  only  a  chance^  or  prc^bility,  yet  surely  it  is  the 
wisest  way.  If  we  must  perish)  let  it  be  at  the  feet  of  Christ,  con- 
fessing our  sins  and  imploring  mercy. 

3.  See  here  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  power  of  God.  The 
Syrians  heard  a  great  noiscy  which  impressed  them  with  fear  ;  a 
dreadful  8o^nd  was  in  their  ears  ;  and  they  fled  without  inquiring 
whether  there  was  reasok)  for  fear  or  not«  What  Itttie  reason  hare 
we  to  be  afraid  of  men,  when  God  has  so  many  ways  of  confound- 
ing them)  and  disappoiptiig  their  most  artful  devices, 

4.  It  is  natural  to  impart  joy,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  publish  good 
tidings  to  others.  We  should  be  willing  to  impart  temporal  plea» 
iires,  that  others  may  share  with  us }  and  especially  apiritnal 
pleasures  i  tell  them  our  experience  of  God's  goodness,  and  the 
pleasures  of  religion  ;  tell  them  our  joys  and  hopes  ;  and  say,  O 
fa9te  and  9ee  that  the  JLord  ia  graeioua, 

5.  Let  us  learn,  as  the  chief  lesson,  the  fatal  consequ^iee  of  tub- 
belief.  This  nobleman  thought  himself  very  witty  upon  the  pro- 
phet ;  but  he  was  trodden  do^wn  as  mire  in  the  streets  :  his  great* 
Hess,  and  rank,  and  the  king's  favour,  were  no  security  to  him. 
Thus  men  of  unbelieving  beartst  by  despising  tbe  word  of  the  Lord* 
dishonour  and  displease  him  ;  deprive  themselves  of  good»  and  are 
wretched  9iX  last*  They  shall  view  eternal  life  at  a  distance  ;  shaH 
see  others  partake  of  it,  wbHe.tbey  miss  it,  and  are  trodden  down  to 
liell.  Thus  fhe  rich  man  lifted  vfi  his  eyes  in  tarmentBy  seeing  Ahra^ 
ham  qfkr  qj^,  and  Lazarus  in  his  boaom.  They  may  see,  but  shaH 
never  taste,  the  heavenly  banquet.  This  will  probably  be  tbe  case 
of  the  freethinkers  of  our  day  }  who  treat  the  gospel  as  a  cunningly 
devised  feble.  They  despise  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  and  harden 
their  hearts  against  the  God  qf  heaven  ;  and  thus  judge  themselves 
-unttwrthy  rf  eternal  life,  Ijti  us  humbly  submit  to  the  authori^  of 
Cod,  and  heartily  receive  his  whole  will,  without  cavilling  or  dispute 
ing.  Take  heedy  brethren^  test  there  he /bund  in  0iy  (^  you  an  evil 
heart  ofvnbeHrf^  in  departing  Jrom  the  living  God. 


* 


"I  .      I  "I    \  ,S 


CHAP,    VIII, 

'JUt^Ao,  from  a  ftrincifile  qfgratitude^  here  advises  his  good  friend  the 

Shunammite  to  leave  the  country y  on  account  qf  the  seven  years  of 

famine  which  were  coming  upon  it  ;  upon  her  retumy  her  land  h 

reetored  to  her  ;  Benhadq4^s  deathy  who  is  Mtceeeded  hy  Jfiazael ; 

and  Joram's  wicked  reign. 

\  ^I^HEN  spake  £Ksha  unto  the  vroman,  whose  son  he  had 

X    restored  to  life,  sayings  Arise,  and  go  thou  and  thine 

household,  and  sojourn  wheresoever  thou  canst  sojourn  :  for 

th^  %fi^  hath  caUed  for  a  fiuBune ;  and  it  shall  also,  con^e 
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Upon  the  land  seven  fears*  At  firmer  c<UainitieM  and  deliverances 
had  made  little  imfivewion^  a  longer  and  heavier  famine  is  brought 
8  vitan  them.  And  the  woman  arose,  and  did  after  the  saying  of 
the.  man  of  God :  and  she  went  with  her  household^  and  sojourn- 
ed in  the  land  of  the  Philistines  seven  years.  There  wasfilentt^ 
and  though  the  enemies  qfGod  and  Israelj  yet  they  allowed  them  to 

3  live  quietly  among  them.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seven 
years'  end,  that  the  woman  returned  out  of  the  land  of  the  Phi- 
listines :  and  she  went  forth  to  cry  unto  the  king  for  her  house 

4  imd  for  her  land.*  And  the  king  talked  with  Gehau  the  ser- 
vont  of  the  man  of  Godi  saying,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  all  the 
great  things  that  £Usha  hath  done.  It  was  lawful  to  talk  with  a 
iefier  at  a  distance  ;  and  the  kings  gieat  curiosity  made  him  not 

B  very  nice  on  this  occasion.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  be  was  telling 
the  king  how  he  had  restored  a  dead  body  to  life,  that,  behol^ 
the  woman,  whose  son  he  had  restored  to  life,  cried  to  the  king 
for  her  house  and  for  her  land*  And  Gehazi  said,  My  lord,  O 
king)  this  [is]  the  woman,  and  this  [is]  h^r  son,  whom  Elisha 

6  restored  to  life.  And  when  the  king  asked  the  woman,  she  told 
him  ^  she  confirmed  what  Gehazi  had  saidy  and  perhaps  added 
other  circumstances  to  it.  So  the  king  appointed  unto  her  a  cer- 
tain officer,  saying.  Restore  all  that  [was]  her's,  and  all  the  fruits 
of  the  field  since  the  day  that  she  left  the  land  even  till  now. 
He  ordered  the  land  to  be  restored^  with  an  equivalent  for  (dl  the 
Prqfit  made  qfit  since  she  had  lift  it, 

7  And  Elisha   came   to  Damascus,  at   the  beginning  qf  the 
famine  :  and  Benhadad  the  king  of  Syria  was  sick  ;  and  it  was 

tpld  him,  sayingi  The  man  of  God  is  come  hither.     The  fame  qf 
what  he  had  done  for  Miaman  gave  the  king  a  great  pinion  qf  hie 

8  power  with  God  ;  And  the  king  said  unto  Hazael,  Take  a  pres- 
ent in  thine  hand,  and  go,  meet  the  man  of  God,  and  inquiry 
of  the  LoRn  by  him,  saying,  Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease  ? 

9  So  Haasael  went  to  meet  him,  as  he  came  into  the  city^  and  took 
a  present  with  him,  even  of  every  good  thing  qf^  Damascus,  forty 
camels'  burdenf  and  came  and  stood  before  him,t  and  said,  Thy 
son  Benhadad  king  of  Syria  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  saying.  Shall 

10  I  recover  of  this  disease  ?  And  Elisha  said  unto  him,  Go,  say 
unto  him,  Thou  mayest  certainly  recover,  there  is  nothing  in  t/hf 
disease  that  is  mortal :  howbeit  the  Loan  hath  showed  me  that 

1 1  he  shall  surely  die  by  some  other  means.  And  he  settled  hia 
countenance  sted&stly,  until  he,  Hazael^  was  quite  asliamed  emd 
put  out  of  countenance  ;  perhaps  imagining  that  the  prophet  sus* 
pected  something  very  evil  in  him  :  and  the  man  of  God  wept.^ 

13  And  Hamel  said,  Why  weepeth  my  lord  ?  And  he  answered^ 

*  Upoo  feavinc  the  country,  her  land  wm  leiwd  by  tome  near  relation,  or  confiacated. 
Tlicre  «M  a  strange  altentioa  ft-om  vhat  ane  was  before*  when  she  said*  i  dv€tt  mumi  mp 

t  Tida  leent  to  have  been  only  a  present  of  fbod,  which  at  that  time  would  he  tnny  ao» 
feptable.   |t  is  probable  he  had  tome  of  the  loiis  of  the  prophett  wUh  hijn. 

i  Mr.  Addism  takes  notice  of  this,  as  a  beaatifu]  instance  of  love  to  hisconntry^  cM 
Wlawirici  coouiig  upon  \x,  probably  after  his  tbnc^  shoidd  tfiict  kim  so  mack. 
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Because  I  know  the  etil  that  thou  wilt  do  unto  the  chlUreB  of 
Israel :  their  strong  holds  wilt  thou  set  on  fire^  and  their  young 
men  wilt  thou  slay  with  the  sword,  and  wilt  dash  thor  chSdrcs^ 
«k1  rip  up  their  women  with  child  ;  which  trnw  the  highest  degree 

13  of  barbarous  cruelty.  And  Hasael  said.  But  whaty  [b]  thy  ser^ 
▼ant  a  dog,  thai  he  should  do  this  great  thing  ?*  And  Efisha 
answered.  The  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  thoa  [shah  be]  king 
over  Syria ;  und  Men  thou  hast  flower^  thou  wilt  dieeaver  tkf 
bloody  dtstiotUUin^  arid  hatred  to  Israel^  though  othero  see  noproba^ 
bi&ty  ofity  and  thou  thinkest  thyself  not  caftable  of  such 

14  So  he  departed  &om  Elisha,  and  came  to  his  master  ;  who 
to  him,  What  sud  Elisha  to  thee  ?  And  he  answmd,  He  told 
me  [that]  thou  shouldst  surely  recover.  He  said  this  tokeefi  t^ 
the  hinges  sfdritSj  and  prevent  his  susfiectir^  any  evil  design, 

15  And  It  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  he  took  a  thick  clcth» 
and  dipped  [it]  in  water,  and  spread  [it]  on  his  face,  so  that 
he  died  :  and  Hazael  reigned  in  his  stead.  Bis  great  desire  to 
reign  would  not  suffer  him  to  wait  fir  his  master's  death  $  bat  he 
tSs/iatched  him  the  next  moming.f 

1 6  And  in  the  fifth  jcblt  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahah  king  of  Israel^ 
Jeboshaphat  [being]'  then  king  of  Judah,  Jehoram  the  son  of 

17  Jeboshaphat  king  of  Judah  began  to  reign.}  Thirty  and  two 
years  old  was  he  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  mA  he  reigned  eight 

1ft  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  he  walked  in  tiie  way  of  the  kings  of 
Israel,  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab  :  for  the  daughter  of  Ahab  was 

19  his  wife  :  and  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan.  Yet  & 
Lord  would  not  destroy  Judah,  for  David  his  servant's  aaket 
as  he  promised  him  to  give  him  alway  a  lig^t,  [and]  to  his 
children.^ 

90  In  his  days  Edom  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah, 

9 1  and  made  a  king  over  themselves.    So  Joram  went  over  to  Zairi 
-     and  ail  the  chariots  with  him  :  and    he  rose  by  night,  and 

smote  the  Edomites  which  compassed  him  about,  and  the  ca^ 

92  tains  of  the  olMriots  s  and  the  people  fled  into  their  tents.  Yet 
Edom  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah  unto  this  day. 
THen  Libnah  revolted  at  the  same  time,  aeccording  to  Isaac's 
frotiheey^  Gen.  xxvfi.  40. 

93  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joram,  and  all  that  he  did,  [are] 
they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 

9*1  Jiid^  ?  And  Joraih  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with 
his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David,  and  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned  m 
his  stead. 

»  Soinpqndgr«OBidtbii»«if  h<h>dMiia,M«molMtoMMeriMB  >  tnitttf^,  thai  it  % 

sot  likel^r  I  should  have  power  to  d»  it.'   But  k  is  rather  an  expression  of  great  abborrcBoe 
•t  such  inhumanity  and  cruelty. 

t  Jocephos  says,  the  king  oomplabedofheat,  and  that  Razael.midcr  pretence  oTcodlifV 
Ms  T*ct,  stiSed  htm.  Thus  he  made  no  n<Mse«  tliere  were  no  signs  of  violence,  and  Hasael  was 
not  lospecccd  of  the  murder  ;  npon  which,  being  in  great  iavoor  wiib  the  people  and  the  sol- 
Smn,  he  was  chdsen  king.   How  be  bdonred,  wt  thaflnad  of  hereafter. 


_   i  For  a  larger  Rceoaia  of  Jchoraa's  wkM  rtign,  leo  3  Cktm*  eh*  ixL  whidi  ihooltf  b» 
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ii5 '  In  the  twdfUi  year  of  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab  king-6f  Israel 
did  Abaziah  the  son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah  begin  to  reign. 

36  Two  and  twenty  years  old  [was]  Ahauah  when  he  began  to 
reign  ;  and  he  reigned  one  year  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother^a 
name  [was]  Athaliahi  the  daughter  of  Omri,  king  of  Israel* 

37  And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  and  did  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Loan,  as  [did]  the  house  of  Ah^  :  for  he  [wasl 
the  son  in  law  of  the  house  of  Ahab. 

tS  And  he  went  with  Joram  the  son  of  Ahab  to  the  war  against 
Hazael  king  of  Syria  in  Ramothgilead  ;  and  the  Syrians  wound- 

39  ed  Joram.  And  king  Joram  went  back  to  be  healed  in  Jezreel  of 
the  wounds  which  the  Syrians  had  given  him  at  Ramah,  when 
he  fought  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria.  And  Ailaziah  the  son 
of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah  went  down  to  see  Joram  the  son  of 
Ahab  in  Jesreely  because  he  was  sick. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I 

1.  /^  B  S  E  R  V  E  another  instance  of  the  power  God  over  urn- 
V^  versal  naturci  and  the  awfulness  of  his  judgments.  That 
is  a  remarkable  phrase  in  t^.  1  ,/or  the  Lord  hath  calUdfor  ajamine. 
So  in  Psalm  cv.  16.  Moreover  he  called  for  a  famine  on  the  land  ; 
he  drake  the  whole  staff* of  bread,  AH  calamities  are  from  Gody  and 
come  at  his  call,  where  and  when  he  bids  them»  and  be  appoints 
how  long  they  shall  continue.  Let  us  regard  his  hand  in  all  our 
Calamities  ana  deliverances.  They  who  desjuse  or  overlook  it^ 
may  expect  greater  and  heavier  afflictions. 

2.  Learn  how  much  of  the  providence  of  God  is  to  be  seen  in  ap- 
parently little  contingencies  :  the  Shunammite  came  in  just  as  Ge<- 
hasi  was  telMng  her  story.  Those  who  observe  the  dealings  of  Gpdy 
have  often  seen  such  things.  His  wisdom  and  goodness  have  tim- 
ed certain  events,  so  as  to  make  them  peculiarly  remarkable,  and  in 
their  consequences  peculiarly  comfortable  and  happy*  In  the  mount 
cf  difficulty^  the  Lord  ia  seen,  Paalm  cvii.  43.  Whoso  is  vnscj  at^d 
will  observe  these  things^  even  they  shall  understand  the  loving  kind^ 
ness  of  the  Lord, 

3.  See  how  afflictions,  especially  those  of  sickness,  change  men's 
minds.  When  Benhadad  was  sick,  Rimmon  was  nothing  ;  he  then 
wanted  the  help  of  a  prophet ;  of  that  same  prophet  he  had  sent  a 
detachment  to  seize  and  intended  to  .destroy.  He  now  reverencea 
him  as  a  &ther,  and  sends  him  a  present.  Afflictions  show  men 
the  vanity  of  their  idols,  their  riches,  and  pleasures.  Then  they 
will  see^  God  early,  have  other  thoughts  of  his  ministers,  and 
Talue  the  counsels  and  prayers  of  those  whom  b^re  they  despised. 
Many  have  reason  to  say,  Before  I  foas  afflicted^  I  went  astray^  but 
fince  I  have  kefit  thy  law, 

4.  How  much  may  men  be  mistaken  in  themselves  !  they  do 
liot  know  how  a  change  of  circumstances  may  alter  their  temper 
luad  conduct    Hazael  expressed  great  abhorrence  at  the  evil  whicb 

iaha  prophesied  he  would  do  to  Israel ;  but  he  afterward  did  as 
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the  prophet  had  said.  Thus  meii  are  often  shocked  at  the  tfioi^t^ 
of  committing  some  sinS)  which  they  afterwafd  commit  mth 
greediness.  They  think  themselves  sufficiently  aimed  against  tempt-' 
ation  ;  but  they  know  not  their  own  hearts.  Let  us  leafn  to  watch 
narrowly  the  workings  of  the  heart ;  especially  to  guard  against 

Eride,  ambition,  and  the  love  of  preeminence,  which  frequently* 
;ads  men  to  commit  the  worst  wickedness  to  accomplish  their  ends. 
Let  those  who  are  poor  and  low,  be  content,  and  not  desirous  of 
great  things.  They  know  not  what  a  snare  and  mischief  proapef* 
ity  may  prove  to  them,  and  what  injury  riches  and  honours  may  do 
them.  These  things  change  men's  manners,  generally  for  thc5 
worse ;  which  is  a  considerable  reason  why  we  should  fuive  our  com' 
verMation  vntlltut  covetoitsnessy  and  iearTiy  in  VfhatBOcver  9tat€  we  are, 
therewith  to  be  content » 

CHAP-    IX* 

Jehu  hftng  anointed  king  by  a  young  firophety  is  comihamied  to  ek^trof 
the  houae  of  Ahab  ;  the  execution  of  his  commiswm  in  the  deatruc" 
tion  qfJoram^  AhaTxahy  and  JezebeL 

t  A  ^  ^  Clisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  children  of  the 
jLJL  prophets,  and  said  unto  him,  Cird  up  thy  loins,  and  take 

%  this  box  of  oil  in  thine  hand,  and  go  to  Ramothgiletul  :*  And 
he  said  to  him^  When  thou  co  nlest  thither,  look  out  there  Jehu, 
who  ia  commander  in  chief  the  son  of  JehoshapKat  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  and  ^  in,  and  make  him  arise  up  from  among  lus 
brethren,  the  other  officera^  and  carry  him  to  an  inner  chamber, 

3  Then  take  the  bot  of  oil,  and  pour  [it]  on  his  head,  and  say, 
Thus  saith  the  Loro,  I  have  aMointed  thee  king  over  Israel.t 
Then  open  the  door  and  fiee>  and  tarry  lidt,  teat  thou  ahouldat  be 
taken  uftfor  a  traitor. 

4  So  the  young  man,  [even]  the  young  man  the  prophet,  with 

5  great  fidth  and  courage^  werit  to  Ramothgilead.  And  when  h« 
came,  behold,  the  captains  of  the  host  [were]  sitting  in  council 
together  ;  thia  waa  a  firofier  aeaaon^  aa  it  might  affect  them  att^ 
and(Bafioae  them  to  follow  Jehu  :  and  he  said,  I  have  an  errand 
to  thee,  O  captain.     And  Jehu  said.  Unto  which  of  all  us  ? 

€  And  he  said,  To  thee,  O  captain.  And  he  arose,  and  went  into 
the  house  ;  and  he  poured  the  oil  on  his  head,  and  sud  unto 
him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  I  have  anointed  thee 


.V.J  r.u       ..  «         V .'  required  secrecy ;  hr  therefore  i«Bt  OB*  of 

'bcftodencs  of  the  college  to  llaoiotbgthad,  whioh  the  Itratlicet  had  taken,  md  wUcb  w«fl 
t^Awkeptbjr  the  army. 


♦.-,  'L!!*l?*^**rJ?"»!;y  «?««»  «  *»hcn  the  KiccesBioii  was  removed,  the  kingi  wov  moiaft. 
««.  By  mu  viiiMe  si^  leha  .-n!(rht  be  the  more  coofirmed  in  the  truth  of  that  menage  that 
was  hroaght  to  him.  i  Kinxt  xix.  16.  He  wm  the  only  kiag  of  Israel  that  was  -n-rirn  afiMT 
tm  dlvutott  •ttht  Ua  tribe*. 


11.  m^dS.    IX.  337 

'  7  klnfc  6ver  the  people  of  the  Lord,  [eVeh^  ovet  tsracl>  And 
thou  shalt  smite  the  house  of  Ahab  thy  master,  that  I  majr 
avenge  the  blood  of  my  servants  the  prophets,  and  the  blood  of 

'  B  all  the  servantsof  the  LOBO,  at  tlfb  hand  of  Jezebel.    For  the 

'whole  hoUse  of  Ahab  Shall  perish  :  and  Ivrill  cut  off  from 

Ahab  him  that  pisseth  against  the  Wdtl,  rt^^n/  male^  and  him  that  it 

9  shut  Up  and  left  in  Israel:  And  I  will  make  the  house  of  Ahab  like 

the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  Of 

\0  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah :  And  the  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  in 
the  portion  of  Jtzi-eel,  (hat  piece  of  ground  %vhere  J\raboth*%  vim^^ 
yard  tM«,  and  [thefe  shall  be]  none  to  bury  [her.]  And  he  open* 
ed  the  door,  fiiid  ded.  Thiu  he  refieattd  what  Mjah  had  foretold 
concerning  the  destruction  qf  this  fantUy^  \  J^nga  xxi.  21,  t^c. 

1 1  Then  Jehu  came  forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord :  and  [onel 
•aid  unto  hun»  {b]  all  well  ^  ^het'dbfe  came  this  mad  [fellowtl 
to  thee  ?  And  he  said  unto  thetti,  Ve  ktiow  the  man,  tind  his 
commutlicalibn  ;  you  muMtknom^  by  hia  gtxrb  Ondnvay  of  afieak* 
ingy  that  he  ttfti^  a  fifofihet^  attd  had  *bme  important  meaaage  to  me^ 
eithct  of  advite  rxrttptwf ;  and  therefore  twoe  all  further  m- 

12  gtdryfor  the  fireatnt.  And  they  Said,  [It  is]  false,  there  wa9 
no  firivate  meseagt^  U  waa  aoihethijfgqf'a  fmbUc  nature  ;  and 
therefore  they  ^ere  the  mdre  aoHHloua^to  Jbtotzr,  aaying,  Tell  us 
now.  And  he  saidf  Thus  abd  thus  spake  he  to  me,  saying. 
Thus  saitb  the  I^ro,  I  haVe  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel.^ 

kS  Then  they  hasted,  and  took  every  man  his  garment,  and  put 
[it]  under  him  on  the  top  of  the  staitSi  and  blew  with  trompetiy 

14  saying,  Jehu  is  king,  So  Jehtl  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  soa 
of  Nimshi,  vnih  the  reat  of  the  cafitatnat  conspired  agunst  Joram. 

,  (Now  Joram  had  kept  Ramothgilead,  he  and  all  Israel,  bemuse 
^  Hazael  king  of  Syria  ;  he  fmd  taken  it^  and  kefit  hU  artnf 

is  there  ic9t  Nazael  ahoulti  attend  io  recover  it.  But  king  Joram 
was  returtied  to.be  healed  in  Jefineel  of  the  wounds  which  the 
Syrians  had  given  him,  vthtn  he  fought  with  Hazael  king  of 
Syria.)  And  JebU  said,  If  it  be  your  minds,  [then]  let  none  go 
forth  [nor]  escape  out  of  the  city  to  go  to  tell  [it]  in  Jezreel ;  he 
nuaely  contfiUmented  them^  by  doing  nothing  iuithotU  thtir  advice  / 
6ttf ,  a$  eecrecy  and  apeed  were  neceaaary  in  tMa  bttaineaa^  he  adviae^ 
thuf  none  ahouid  be  aifff*ered  to  carry  inteiiigence  to  Jcram, 

46  So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot,  and  went  to  Jezreel ;  ibr  Joram  lay 
'  there.  *  And  Abaziafa  king  of  Judah  wa^  come  down  to  aee 

if  Joram.  And  there  stood  a  watchman  on  the  tower  in  Jezteel, 
and  he  apxed  the  companv  of  Jehu  as  he  came,  and  said,  I  see 

•  Godaidm)tdSMwnImirltfao«Klit]MTWn«aAwi€lMi;MSttillaai8daitii^Jft^«id 

^n^lBtodtheiBl|^i)g«orvia«foys  vfaombCtiMc^astfL  •  .  t. 

t  So  tht  iaoUcert  cUtad  t^e  ptDnbct^  There  Jirtt.iomething  in  tbdr  drest  »id  mafuicr  6t 
HMtg  thaie  WM  uncommon';  And  nh  fffin^  with  fffwytitluu,  Stid  soAc  marks  ol'dispU«tttr«^ 
aiislK  lead tkrBC»ii«  Ait  luguage.  '*  fH  lOdL  t 

.  I  lae  titfric  or  dOuT^ftdWc  HMD  toho  wto  <ui|»  WfjU^df  j«d  lye  told  OtfB  ftylS^ 
face,  and  Mobatoly  showed  rhem  the  oil  that  vras  fioortatipoit  Km.  Upon  thig  GoJ  ^emanLibv 
Inflomced  t(«rtr  heart*.  «o  th.tt  thrr  LmmcdUtelf  raiaed  him  on  an  eminence  lihe  a  throne,  and 
PdC  their  sarraeota  wmIa  hiow  hpch  i0  robe  him,  ftad  fa  loke* «f  ttbieetlon  t»  him ;  »  nmam 
meA afterward amoftf the Ciiachi a«d > naiim,  >  -^ 

Vox,.  III.  T  t 
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V     »  *rf 


..  ^CQmjfVQft  a  troqfiqf/ior^c  coining*    AA^.J[or»n  ^ai4>  Talur 

horsemaDf  and  send,  to  'meet  them»  and  let  theoi  say^  £ls  itj 

)'8  peace  I  what  ntwsjrofn  the  Syrians  t  is  ailweliat  Ramotfi  f  So 

,  there' went  one  on  hors^ck  to  meet  hiibi  and  sai4»  Tbus  sajUt 

the  ^ing  [Is  it]  peace  ?  And  Jehu  8aid^  W^at  hasjt  tlK)u  to  'do 
*      with  jpeace  ?  turn  thee  behind  me  ;  thus  Ac  tircvcnted  his  carry^^ 

iug  any  message  to  the  city.  And  the  yratch man  told,  saying, 
iO  The  messenger  came  to  them»  but  iie  cometh  hot  again.    Theft 

he  sent  out  a  second  on  borsebacky  vhicjh  caipe  to  themf  anil 

said^  Thus  saith  the  king,  [Is  it]  peace  ?  And  Jehu  answered 
^&  What  hast  thoii  to  dp  with  peace  I  turn  thee  behind  me.    And 

the  watchman  tolQ»  s«jing,  He  came  even  unto  them,  and  com^^ 
^..  eth  not  again  :  apd  the  drivmg  [is]  like  the  driving  qf  Jehu  the 

son  of  Nimshi  ;  for  he  drivetli  furiously,  iohich  Jehu  was  noted 
1  Jbr. '  And  JonLW^nding  he  would  deliver  an  account  to  kone  btU 

himself i  resolved  to  go  to  him  i  and  Me  said^  Make  ready.    And 

his  xnariot  was  made  ready.    And  Joram,  king  of  Israel  aad 

Ahaziah  kin^of  Jadah  wentottt»  each  in  his  chariot,  and  they 
''    Went  out  against  Jetw>  and  met  him  in  the  poxtioi^  of  Nabotlr 

the  Jezreelite,in/Wirr  ^^^ory«  vineyard  i  a  remarkMe  ftrav^ 
93  idence  i  enough  to  ^nake  Joram  trembU  and  JeAi^  triumphs  And 
^     it  came  to  pas's*  wh«D  Joram  saw  JehU;  that  he  said,  [Is  ill 

pea^ce,  Jehu  ^  And  iie  answf  j;ed»  wliat  peace^  so  long  as  the 

! '    whoredoms  of  thy  mother  Jezebel;  the  ^fiiritual  and  corporeal  adul^ 

'    .  icries  with  which  their  idolatry  was  xiitended^  and  her  wkchcrafi^ 

*  [are  so]  maJiy  I  her  met  bods  i^  dec^t^  in  ^hich  he  joined  her^ 

^3  tind  loth  tolerated  and  \ountc^anc^d  them..    And  Joram  turned 

,    his  hands,  the  hands  (flam  who  dr^ve  ihe  chariotmto  return  to  the 

city^  and  fled,  and  said  to^ALha;2iah^  t^^5^  '^^i  treaphcpy,  O 
J4  !<^haziah. .  And  Jehu  drew  ja  bow  yttli  his  .full  strcngt^  and 
^,     smote  Jeboram  between  his  armSf  as  hefiedfr.om\himyZXii  the 

arrow  went  out  at  his  heart,  ^nd  he^sm^k  qlowE  '|n  lus  chariot. 
^6  Then  said  [Jehu]  to  BIdkar.  iiis£4>ta|nji Take  iy>>, [and jicast 
^  him  in  the  portion  of  tlx?,field  of  Nalioth  ,fhe  . Je^rbelitJe  f  for 
^^  remember  how  that/ when  I  and  thou  rode  tdgejther  after  J\haS^ 
'     his  father,  when  we  attended  Ahah  in  siate  to  take  Jiosiessio^   qf 

this  vineyard^  the  Lord  laid  this  burden  upon  him  f  thrcaiened 

26  him  with  tfus  punishment  by  the  prophet  £lijah.     Surely ^1  &ave 

.,     seen  ye;&t^rday  the  blood  of  Naboth,  and  the  blood,  of-  his  soni^ 

,  w^o  were  slain  t^o  prevent  their  making  any  claim  to  iij  sallkthe 

*    IfOBD  ;.  and  I  wiU  requite  thee  in  this,  plat,  >aith  the  I>or««, 

],^  ^ow  therefore  take  [and]  cast  him  into' the  plat  Jipf  groiidj 

according  to  the  word  of  the  LokD  \.  and' he  wai  accordingly^ 
Y.z  .0gDwn  t^erewi^k$tstvaiiy  kimd  ^-duriai.  :  -     V 

37      But  when  Ahaziah  the  king  of  Judah^aw  [ttiiS)]  lie  fied  l»f 
]^  .ihe  way  of  the  gardeu.^J5SM5.    And  Jehu  fdUowed  after  Vim, 
and  said)  Smite  him  alsa  m  the  chariot.*    [And  they  dad  so]  at 
^  n^e^gotog  \ip  taOuriniilHofttfe]  ^  1Wj«m;*»    And  lie  fcd  i» 

. »  MuMiA'M  chutm-f'idkitwvf  Ahx^fh ;  Init  u  Ik  %v«i  joawd  in  vfinitjr  md  inlqnltf 
*h  tMheufeoCAIi!«b«h«  thought  he  was  inoliiwi.     .«-.:.''.     '•••».  .^ 


'  MegfMo  hi  SbmaHa^  and  died  there  i  he  fitd  to  Me^^  JHm 
Bhenct  he  woe  brought  to  Jehu  at  Jetretl,  and  by.  hia  eentence  tuit 

^8  •kxhif  3  Chron.  xxii.  9,    And  liis  servants  caitied  Inm  ki  a- 
chariot  to  jemsalenii  and  buried  him  in  his  sepolchre  i^hrhis 
fathers  hk  the  city  of  Datid,  becatue  W  we»  the  grwtieon  if  good 

99  Jehbf^iaphBLU  9ee  %  Chron,  xxii.  9«  And  in  the  eletenth  year  tf 
Joram  the  son  of  Ahab  began  Ahanah  to  reign  orer  IMali.     * 

SSO  And  when  Jehu  nviis  come  t6  Xezreel,  Tesebef  besEfd  [t^k  ;) 
and,  tnstead  ofchthing  heraelfin  aackththj  and  firofingjhr  merepf 
she  painted  her  torinkied  hcty  and  tired  her  head)  and  looked  qift 
at  a  window,  reeohmg  /»  keeft  uft  her  digrdty  and  state  ;  thtitHn^ 
fierhap$y  that  her  sex  toould  eecttre  her^  and  her  majesty  dauni 

31  him.  And  as  Jehu  entered  in  at  the  gate,  she  said  to  Mm^  [Had] 
Zimri  peace,  who  slew  his  master  Baashaf  I  Khigex^u  18> 

35  And  he  lifted  up  his  face  to  the  Window,  and  said,  Who  [is]  iih 
•  my  side  ?  who  r  And  there  looked  out  to  him  two  [or]  tlntfe 
53  eunuchs,  who  were  chamberlains  or  pages.  And  he  said.  Throw 
■     her  down.    So  they  threw  her  down,  to  gratify  their  revenge  oh 

iheir  haughty  mistressy  or  to  gain  favour  with  Jehu  ;  and  [somel 
of  her  blood  was  sprinkled  on  the  wall,  and  on  the  horses  ;  snA 

14  he  trode  her  under  foot  And  when  he  was  come  in,  he  df8 
eat  and  drink,,  and  said,  Go,  see  now  this  cursed  [woman,Tand 
bury  her  :  for  she  [is]  a  king's  daughter ;  the  daughter  of  the 

.35  king  of  Sidon^  1  JGngs  xvi.  31.  And  they  went  to  bury  her : 
but  they  found  tm  more  of  her  than  the  scull,  and  the  feet,  and 
the  palms  of  [her]  hands.    5!*^  was  so  iH  behved  that  nobody  had 

36  taken  care  qfher  earcassy  and  the  dogs  had  eaten  it  ;  Wherefore 
they  came  again  and  told  him.  And  he  said,  This  ps]  the 
word  of  the  LeRt>,  which  he  spake  by  his  servant  Elijah  the 
Tishbite,  sayine^  In  the  portion  of  Jezree!  shall  dogs  eat  the 
llesh  of  Jezcbef ;  he' then  recoUeetei  the  word*  <f  EHjahyin  I 

%1f  Kmgs  xti.  33.    Attfl  the  carcass  of  Jezebel  shafi  be  as  dunij^ 

upon  the  fiice  of  the  field  in  the  portion  of  Jezreel  ;t  [so]  that 

they  shall  not  say.  This  [is]  Jezebel ;  there  was  no  monument^  no 

ehiidreny  nothing  to  keeftufi  her  memory,    'It  was  a  great  aggrum 

vation  if  the  sins  of  Jehu  afterwardy  that  he  entered  on  his  reign. 

'  with  an  oftfuArtuntt'y  ofremarking  the  variety  of  GoeTs  threatenings^ 

jfnd  the  terror  if  his  vengeance  against  idolatry  ;  yet  he  followed 

the  sins  of  Jeroboamy  though  God  had  mentioned  that  ftrhtee^  tf,  9. 

'  tf«  a  most  miserable  and  in/amous  fierson. 


•     • «  / 


.  REFLECTIONS. 

.1*  /^B$£;RV£. again  how  God  dispoaes  of  kingdoms  and 
,  .  KJ  hearts 'AA  he  pleases.  He  y;aye  the  kingdom  to  Jehu  ; 
-united  the  hearts  of  captains  and  soldiery  to  luni»  vitibout  envy  or 
any  oppoiitiao. .  He  iweth  uj^  and  putteth  down  princes,  and  i]  ' 


•  Zioui  vhan  be  wm  betiend  by  Omri  bufnad  hisMelf  aod  th«  koatft    Bat  the 
«Mf«nn«.  2iauri4UirMMa»bttion,.jateb]rthe<Ufiiio«owMiiJ« 

t  Periuf*  there  isstefereMehsMCothcoaaM  ofJescbcJ^whiclieifDUietajiwv. 
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cnoeth  ibt  Bpirits  of  men  to  brmg  about  bis  own  parpoees^  Let 
us  reverence  faini)  who  doeth  m  he  pleaaeih  among  the  grvfdf  ^ 
Jieffven  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earths 

2.  It  becomes  us  to  uso  dispatch  aiyl  show  intrepid  resolution  in 
^  execution  of  the  divine  comnpiands..  This  young  prophet  took 
%  long  ^d  hazardous  journey  to  eicecute  th^  divine  commissioa 
entrusted  to  him.  We  have  now  no  such  extraordinary  authority ; 
ibut  whatever  we  know  to  be  the  will  of  Cod^  should  be  dispatched 
With  steady  resolution  and  purpose  of  heart.  Fear  not  i  have  not  I 
commanded  thee  P  is  sufficient  to  engage  all  thie  vigour  and  activity 
ef  ouraoulst 

3.  We  learn  that  the  blood  of  God^  servants  and  prophets  is 
proctoua  in  bis  sigbtt  i|od  thai  he  w^l  avenge  iU  Ahab's  house  wns 
notoriously  wicbed  in  many  instancy  ;  but  this  greatiniquity  filled 
up  the  measure  of  it,  as  mentioned,  v.  7.  And  thou  thait  mite  the 
Aou9e  ofjiM  thy  mqaer^  that  I  nrny  tfvengc  t^e  blood  ^my  Mervante 
$hefirophet9y  amd  the  Shod  qfalfthe  eervanU  ofthfi  Lord^  at  the  han4 
€fJezehel^  When  the  Lord  cometh  ^o  punish  the  inhabitants  of  the 
woridj'Aff  wiii  make  ingtdaitionfer  blood  ;  and  those  who  kftae  made 
$hama&tve9  dnmk  with  the  (flood  ^  thfi  sainte^  shall  have  a  cufi  of 
trembUf^  put  ini/i,  t^eir  hfufide^  apd  meet  with  awful  tokeos  of  tht 
$viae  dis^casurt* 

4.  It  is  not  uncomaoon  for  the  best  oi  wea  to  he  accounted  mad. 
So  the  prophets  were  treated  ;  so  was.  Christ  himself,  and  John  th^r 
baptist,  aa  a  poor,  melancholy  man./  Tliv»  is  often,  the  case,  and 
none  who  are  acquainted  with  the  wisdom  of  this  world  will  think  it 
atrange.  But  if  we  are-  b/sMe  auredves^  it  ie  to  God  :  and  the  r^ 
|>roach  of  the  wicJked  is.  not  wcath  regarding.  They  think  it  Hrangt 
that  we  run  not  with  them  into  the  eapnfi  ejfcess  ^riot^  and  reproach 
lis  for  it.    So  tretited  they  the /irqfiheta* 

5.  We  learn  that  the  way  of  sin  aa»  never  be  the  way  of  peace. 
What  hast  th0n  to  do  with piaQt  ?  says  Jehu,  v.  \9^,  Tbey  think  t^ 
find  peace  and  safety  in  their  ^vi^  way  ;  but  what  peace  ^an  there 
be,  while  God  is  dishonoured  and  affronted,  aivl  religioQ  i^glected  i 
What  peace  with  him)  or  with  conscience  ;  what  peace  in  life  or 
death,  for  those  who  obey  not  God,  Bj)d  fight  against  coosde^ce  ? 
Men  may  amuse  themselvea  with  hope,  aq^d  trust  to  a  febe  peace  f 
but  there  is  no  fwace^  eakh  Gody  to  thfi  wicked^ 

6.  The  I/w4  is  k^own  by  th^e  judgments  vfhich  he  exeeuteth.  Thia 
nsmarkable  series  of  aw{ul  events,  was  fulfilling  th,Q  woird  of  the 
Lord  delivered  many  years  before.  JV*o/  one  word  of  his  sMlfedl  to 
the  ground.  Ahaziah  yras  a  partaker  in  the-  sin,  and  for  that  reason 
a  partaker  of  the  plague  ;  the  threaten'mgs  which  seemed  to  be  fixN. 
Mtten,  were  aU  accomplished,,  even  to  the  xery.cixcumstsnee  qf 
phuce,  at  Jezreel,  and  in  Naboth's.  vineyard,  and  in  the  dogs^deatroy- 
mg  Jezebel.  God  will  have  a  time  of  reckoning  frith  shiners,  though 
tiiey  maj  flourish  long  in  their  iniquities.  The  mhenkble  end  of 
Jezebel  rs  very  affecting  and  instructive.  In  the  midst  of  ever  so 
inuch  prid^,  cruelt^r  and  idolatry,  sinners  can  never  out  fiuce  or  out 
brave  the  judgments  of  God.    Tbus  will  the.enemies  of  God  perUI^ 
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Tims  AbBc  Romei  that  spiritual  lezebeU  that  motbcr  of  harlot%  axi4 
cbomination  of  the  earth)  be  destroyed.  The  execution  of  tjieso 
threateningS)  in  the  instances  before  us,  confirms  our  faith  in  that 
great  event}  i?hich  revelation  declares ;  for  strong  and  righuotu  U 
the  Lord  vfhQJtidgeth  her^ 


tt-S! 


CHAP.    X. 

An  accotmt  of  the  execution  done  ufien  Akah*8fitndly  and  the  vfof^hifi^ 
fiere  of  Baal ;  woith  Jehu*%  character  and  reign, 

I  AND  Ahab  had  seventy  aoas  in  Saniaria»  grandaoM^  yor 
JlX,  nefihe%99j  vfho  amd9t  tke  confimm\fled  (p  Samaria Jbr  wt^^y. 

>     And  Jehu  wrote  letters,  and  sent  to  Samaria,  vnto  the  nikrs  of 

*     Jezreel,  to  the  elders*  and  to  them  that  brpught  up  Akafa^a 

[ctnldfenO  t^  the  chief  fiermmM  and  officers  ef  the  €ourt^  who  had 

the  eare  qfthe  myaifandhfy  and  kadfled  vfitk  them  far  their  greater 

%  •ea»W/y,  aayingi  Nkiw  as  soon  as  this  letter  cometh  to  youy  aee« 

ing  your  master's  sons  [are]  with  yooi  and  [there  are]  with  ynu 

.   ^  chariot^  and  homesy  a  fenoed  city  aisot  and  anpour  ;  Look  even 

out  the  best  and  meet^st  of  your  master^s  sonst  and  set  [him) 

4  on  hia  father^s  thrane,  and  fig^t  fer  your  matter's  house.*  But 
they  were  exceedingly  afraid^  and  said,  Behold,  two  kings  stood 

^  not  before  him  s  how  then  shallwe  stand  ?  And  he  that  [ivas] 
over  the  house,  and  he  that  [was]  over  the  city,  the  ciders  alsoi 
and  the  Mngers  up  [of  the  children,]  sent  to  Jehu,  saying,  We 
[are]  thy  servants,  and  will  do  all  that  thou  shalt  bid  us ;  we  will 
not  make  any  king  r  do  thou  [that  which  is]  gocd  in  thine  eyes. 
Thi^  waa  a  cowardly  mrrender  ;  determining  to  eubndt  at/deaettre^ 

^  and  do  as  he  mtauld  hteoe  them.  Then  be  wrote  a  letter  the  sec- 
ond time  to  them,  saying,  If  ye  [be]  mipe,  apd  [if]  yewiUheai^ 
en  unto  my  voice,  take  ye  the  heads  of  thf  men  your  master'c 
sons)  and  come  to  me  to  Jezreel  by  tomorfow  this  time.  Now 
the  king's  sons  [being]  seventy  persons,  [wece]  with  the  great 

7  men  of  the  city,  whidi  brought  them  up.  And  it  came  to  pasSf 
when  the  letter  came  to  them,  that  they  imtantfy  o^yed  hie  or* 
dere^  and  took  the  kitig*s  sons,  and  slew  seventy  persona,  aqd 
put  their  heads  in  baskets,  and  sent  him  [them]  to  JesreeL 

8  And  there  came  a  messenger,  and  tpld  hfrn^  saying.  They  have 
brought  the  heads  of  the  king^ft  sons.  And,  it  heing  late  al  nighty 
he  said.  Lay  ye  them  in  two  heaps  at  the  entering  in  of  the 

9  gate  until  the  morning.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morping^ 
that  he  went  out,  and  stood,  and  said  to  all  the  people,  who  were 
met  together  to  view  tkie  etrange  efteetatlet,  and  to  he  witneeeen  of 
the  dread/Ul  JudgmentM  tf  God  ufion  Mtth*e  hotmcj  becatue  of  their 
idolatry  and  cruelty ^  Ye  [be]  righteous,  ye  have  had  no  hand  in 

*  FcriMyt  Jeli«  kne«r  Uwy  were  eommltlng  abonc  a  raccestor,  and  tent  them  this  ironical 
message,  or  cmama^s^Mnu  daiuincc#  not  Ooobcing  but  he  ^v^  able  t9  deal  with  the  grcatett  cf 
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'  thig^  andthtrefbrt  you  need  fiaffiar  txng  ndithitf:  VthoW,  Y'ed&« 
i^h-ed  a^inst  toy  master,  and  slew  hiril :  but  who  slew  all  these  I 
Cth&r  hands  have  ^laiH  these  yoiing  men  ;  yet  ft  ts  done  in  odedfm 
ertet  to  the  divine  tommandy  and  U  the  execution  of  the  divine  sen* 

10  tertce.    Know  now  tbat  there  shaU  .fall  to  the  earth  nothing  6f 

.  ,  the  word  of  the  LorO)  which  the  Lord  spake  concerning  the 
house  of  Ahab  :  for  the  Lord  hath  done  [that]  which  be  spake 

1  i  by  his  servant  Elijah.  So  Jehn  ^tew  all  that  remained  of  the 
house  of  Ahab  in  Jezreel,  and  all  his  great  men,  and  his  kins- 
folksy  and  his  pritsts,  until  he  left  hhn  none  remaining  in  Jezrttlg 
but  there  ti^ere,  soine  Mlin  Samaria^ «^  v,  \7»* 

12       And  having  Jhiished  his  work  in  Jezreel^  he  arose  and  departed, 

13  jMid  cami{  to  Sattiaria.  [And]  ftd  he  [was]  at  the  shearing  ho«se 
ih  the  way,  Jehu  met  with  the  brethren  of  Ahadah  king  of  Ju* 
Mil  aM  said,  Who  [are]  yt  I  And  they  answered,  We  [are] 
the  brethren  of  Ahai^ah,  his  nefihe^ttfs^  aa  we  read  2  CAron.  xxii.  8. 
And  we  go  down  to  sahite  the  children  of  the  lung,  and  the  chil* 
dl^fl  of  the  queen  ;  knoiuing  nothing  o/what  had  ha/^enedy  the^. 
tame  to  attend  ihdr  tmcle  hack,  and  pay  their  resfieete  to  the  royal 

t4  Jkndty,90  ^Mth  they  v>ete  related.  And  he  said,  Take  ihtm  alive. 
AM  tfi^y  todk  them  alive,  t^nd  slew  them  at  the  pit  of  the  shear- 
ing house,  [^ven]  two  and  fbtty  Aieft ;  neither  left  he  any  of  them. 

ti  And  t^hetv  he  w^s  departed  thence,  he  lighted  on  Jehonadab 
Ihe  don  of  HechAb  [coming]  to  meet  him  :t  and  he  saluted  himi 
and  said  to  him.  Is  thine  heart  right,  as  my  heart  [is]  with  thy 
heart  f  dost  thou  as  sincerely  krae  me  and  afifircve  of  my  actions^  at 
Ihve  And  resfiect  thee  f  And  Jehonadab  answered,  It  is.  If  it 
be,  give  [me]  thine  hand,  in  token  of  thy  affection.  And  he  gave 
[Mm]  t^  hand  ;  and  he  todk  hitn  up  tb  him  into  the  chariot. 

•16  And  he  sa!d,  Come  irith  me,  and  see  my  zeal  fi>r  the  Lord  ;  my 
teai  Jbr  his  himoUr  and  desire  to  fidfil  his  coikmands.    So  they 

17  i^nade  hiln  fide  in  hih  dhariot.  And  when  he  came  tn  Samaria, 
he  sigw  all  that  remained  unto  Ahab  in  Samaria,  till  he  had 
de9fr6yed  him,  according  to  the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he 

•»  iphke  lo  Elijah.  And  Jehu  gathered  aH  the  people  together, 
aivd  ^tfid  tttito  them,  Ahbb  served  Baal  a  IHtle  ;  [but]  Jehu  sbaJI 
ierve  hitn  mnch  ;  he  fitetended  his  guarrel  vms  not  trtth  Baalt 

J9  bur  tw^A  Mab*s  faihiiy,  NOw  thefefore  call  unto  me  all  the 
pfb^Yihxt  of  Baal,  all  his  servants,  and  all  his  priests  ;  let  none 
ht  wanting  t  for  I  have  a  great  sacrifice  [to  do]  to  Bfeiil  j  whb- 
i^o^Vftt*  shall  be  i^liting,  lie  shall  not  live  :  he  thought  thatj  con* 
Udtrin'g  the  desfriiction  ofAhai^s  JitmHy^  (hey  might  be  afraid  to 
eomey  and  th&tefbre  threatens  them.    But  Jehu  /M  [ifj  In  subtilty, 

*  PNbftMf  Mvike  or  dBne  vsre  tfa»i«ry  penom  vboixecvted  Natbolblff  JR^bePi  ardent 
and  thus  their  ^vil  doings  came  upoo  their  own  hea4s. 

t  Hr  was  a  prrson  of  great  piety  and  eminence  in  Israel  ;  a  Kenit6,  and  a  descepjant  of 
l^rtfro.    He  tmpo^Mapnn  his  iu>nft  fan  )«tMt':re  lift^ that  they  should drtii^ no  w)ne»  oM*  Uvein 


igratJute  him,  and  encourage 
#XTlrp.ifc  idolatry.  Jthu,  think'nig  that  a  parson  nf  his  character  and  reptftaHoit  waiM  adfl 
\vFight  and  accrptance  to  what  he  was  d9ing«  cspcciiUly  vaong  the  pious  Uraclices,  addreiKll 
bitn  III  the  most  tVkodly  mjuiner.  « 


to  tbe  intefit  ^t  he  ntujght  4^stioy  4|i«  vorilypp«r9  ^f  IlMi ; 

bufy  iohatever  hi^  intaiHoh  «iia#,  it  was  a  vncked  artifice  that  be  made 

SO  uMt  of.    And  Jehu  said,  ProclaiQi  a  soleoip  assembly  for  BaaL 

91  ,And  they  pradaini^  [it]    And  Jehu.^eot  through  all  Isnuj  i 

and  all  the  ▼orshippers  of  Baal  ca^^e,  ao  that  tiiere  was  Qot« 

man  lelt  that  came  not.    ,And  they  came  into  the  house  of  Baal ; 

' '   ai)d  the  house  of  Baal  was  full  from  one  end  to  anotherj^  inciud- 

93  in^  the  court^  which  might  hold  a  great  number.    And  he  said  pQti^ 

" '    h!m  tliat  [was}  over  the  vestry,  Bring  forth  yestmenU  ibr  aH  the 

-worshippers  of  Baal.    And  he  brought  them  forth  vestments.* 

93  And  Jehu  went,  and  Jehonadab  the  son  of  Rechab,  into  the  house 

of  Baal)  and  said  usto  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  Search,  and  look 

that  there  be  here  with  you  none  of  the  servants  of  the  LoaA^ 

« ;    l^it  the  WDrshippers  of  Bfisd  only,  ^«f  the  sacHfige  fhrntld^t^tk- 

ki  /att^d  by  otheri,    Ad4  .when  tbey  went  in  ^o  pffer  sacriii«je^'and 

.  ,  l>urnt  oSmp^  Jebu  ai^)ointed  murscore  men  withwt,  and  aaii^ 

\}S'\  any  jof .  the  men  whom  I  have  brought  into  your  hands  es* 

!    eape,  [he  tl^at  letteth  him  go^]  his  life  [shall  be]  ibr  the  life  of 

^5  him.    And  it  came  )U>pass9  asspoaasbehadi9aidean«odofoC>> 

.,    ierinf  the  burnt  ofiei:ingt.tbat  Jehu  s^id  to  the  guard  and  t^  tbf 

captamsj  Go  in^  [and]  slay  thcxn  ;  let  none  come  forth.  And  thqr 

smote  the<»  with  tlie  edge  of  the  sword ;  and  the  guard  And  the 

captains  cai^  [tkeqcij  out^  and  went  to  the  city  of  the  hou^  9lf 

Baal ;  a  place  where  jhe  /trofihets  andfiriests  qf  Baal  lived  s  ^ 

35  btdldittgs  qf  which  were  numerousy  and  it  was  a  kind  q/'ei^^    Ab4 

they  brought  lorth  tbe  im^es  cut  of  the  house  of  Baal,<ui4 

d7  burned  them.    And  they  bx^l^e  dowo  the  image  of  Baalf^and 

brake  down  the  homae  of  .Baal^  and  made  it  a  draught  housjei  «r 

38  common  «e«irry  unto  this  day.    Thus  Jehu  destroyed  Baal  put. qf 

Israel ;  it)  ihiu  he  was  npf€n  Vforsh^Jusd  there  any  more.    The 

:    vHxrk  was  §Qodp  but  the  jg^ofour^  conducting  it  was  wrong  tm4 

.    scandalous*  ^ 

9^      Howbeit  C&pni}  .the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nabai^ 

who  made  Israel  to  ai%  Jehu  ^parted  not  from  after  tbcwb 

[to  wit,]  the goldenq^vef  t^ £were]  ip Bethel^ and that-Lw^e] 

in  Dan  ;  he  worsh^fificd  those^  lest  the/ieqfile  should  return  to  /«^ 

00  rwalem.    And  tbeX«oiip  aaid  unto  Jehii»  by  seme fir<4thei9  Ber 

ci^ise  thou  hast  done  well  in  executing  £ihat  which  is]  right  m, 

mine  eyes,  [and]  hast  done  unto  the  house  of  Ahab  acc^vtUng- V 

^  Ibat  [wasj  in  mine  :heart,  thy  children  of  the  fimrth.igen^ra- 

tionl  ^^^  sit  on  the  throne  of  Isracj.  .  Thue  God  wasfde^^cd 

si  to  revHtrd  his  fiartial  obedtei^ce.    But  lehu  took  do  hoed  to  w%lk 

.  JB.thi^  )aif  of  the  I^osd^Gon  of  Israel  with  all  his  heaptj  Jor  hr 

df^rted  nbt  from  the  $}na  of  Jeroboam,  which,  made  larnul  tf> 

ain.f  hiepQliejfgotiheJktter/lfhisxel^ionm 

33      In  those  daf  s  the  Lojin  began  to  cut  Israel  short  %  lUid  UaaEaiql 

9;}  »smte  ^^xo^  in  all  the  foasts  of  ^Israel  i  .From  Jordan  .-esstr 

*  Ttete  vtw  M|tt  of  dbtitaMon«  or  mhtr.  m  ^nk'md  toMMct,  Ikd*  ttnfsy  In 
MhUlft  tfaoy  Kad  tnlkttOM  eaiamerpc  nvllh  womow  t^'lu>  |»it>staiiiccd  ibcimvlves  in  IioMvir^ift' 
Stak..llfno9ire«»gamn«A«f  whoredtoou'wlm  idolatrr.tt  Mrntittned. 
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"  iKrara,  all  the  land  of  Gilead,  the  Gadites  atid  the  Reubeiiite^ 
and  the  Manassites,  from  Aroer,  which  [is]  hj  the  river  AmoDf 
even  Gllead  and  Bashah.* 

54  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeb<i|'  and  all  that  he  did,  aiid  all 
*     his  nlight,  fare]  they  not  written  in  the  boot  of  the  chrbDicles 

55  of  the  kings  of  Israel  T  And  Jehu  slept  with  his  fathers  :  and 
thej  buried. hint  In  Samaria.     And  Jehoahaz  his  son  rdghed  ia 

^5  bis  stead.  And  the  time  that  Jehu  reigned  over  Israel  lo  &L- 
niaria  [Xfzj&^  tWetity  and  eight  years* 

REfLEGtlONS. 

1.  /^BSERVE  h&vr  soon  the  largest &milies thay be ihad« 
V^  deM>late  by  the  judgments  of  God.  The  royal  house  df 
Dund  was  numerous,  and  seemingly  in  no  danger  of  wanting  suc- 
cessors i  but  it  is  here  said  that  ail  were  cut  o£  CMdrem^  art  «■ 
heritage  J>f  the  Lord.  Psalm  cxxvTi.  3.  Parents  should  rejoice 
lyver  them  with  trembling  i  be  cJaHefijl  to  insthict  them  ;  and  entai 
the  best  biessmgs  txpfiti  thehi.  Sih  $oon  cuts  off  fatnifiea  :  but  the 
Jiut  man  vnlketh  in  his^  integrity^  and  U  preMerveA. 

2.  We  learn  how  suddenly  death  may  overtake  diose  who  think 
Ihemselves  mcust  secure,  lis  in  the  instances  of  Ahab'a  grandsoofly 
Ahaztah^s  nephews,  and  Baal's  worshipper^  ;  none  of  whom  ap^ 

trehended  any  dtfnger.  God  gives  no  such  commissions  no^. 
luC  the  lives  ef  meb  are  not  secure  front  fhiud  and  cruelty.  We 
ahould  ccHistder  life  as  tuicertaio,  and  he  alvoayB  ready  :  in  the  irndti 
of  dfe  vfe  are  in  deaths  It  i^  too  grc^t  a  venture  io  go  ^iroad  at 
any  time  without  the  soul  being  prepare  fbf  heaven. 

S.  Let  usadorcthe  j<»ticeofGod  in  taking  off  these  idolatrous 
dinners  in  the  very  act  of  aiir.  •  The  vilest  idbuttry,a1l  sorts  of  lewd- 
neaa  and  unnatural  lusta,  were  Mactised  in  those  rites,  such  as  cor- 
tvLpi  every  good  principle  andaiRctioif ;  aiid  this  prevailed  sogen^- 
^y,  that  only  seven  thousand  tnen  were^fbiind  in  ftH  Israel  ^o  had 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  It  viras  righteous  in  God^  worthy  his 
character,  as  the  moral  gotemor  of  the  world,  and  necessary  fi>r 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  community^  that  such  evil  shouM 
be  remedied*  And  how  \  there  vras  no  way  but  by  a  thorougli 
execution. 

4.  The  great  fesirofi  to  be  learhed  is,  to  gttard  again^  partial 
^bedtence  aind  subjection  to  God.  Jehu's  zeal  had  many  faults,  and 
Sttuch  fraud  and  Bdsehood  mingled  with  it.  Zeal  is  good  ;  bol^ 
O^iM^,  we  my  zeai^  spoiled  all.  Upon  the  whole,  h  vras  neither 
hearty  nchrunivenal ;  he  retained  his  (avoKrite  idolatry,  and  worship- 
ped the  calves.  Thtfs,  mairyperform  some  acts  of  religion,  while 
they  neglect  others  ;  part  tvith  sonre  sins,  but  keep  those  whici 
art  most  gatnfol,  most  pleasing^  or  most  secret.    Let  us  see  tiiat 

*  Hiswt  ivmIc  vhw  ft^6nti(f  townt*  Mkd  tXt  tlit  Mid  b?y0na  Jordwi  and  coiiiuiitCcd  tcrr^ 
Me  ravB^  ;  agreeable  to  what  Elisha  had  forecotd»  and  for  which  Haxael  was  riHreatcacd 
in  Amet  i.  3t  4<  JalM  had  n*  ■■iiifn  agniaarhtn.  baeawie  bh  heart  iraa  not  ri|;ht  with  Otlt^ 
MtfvtrthelcM  he  reigo.nl  longer  than  aiiy  of  the  kUigt  of  Israel  had  dene  before  hint 
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QOf^hearU  be  ^i^%  ^^nd  take  heed  to  walk  in  the  law  oFGod  with  « 
perfect  heart.  W^ithout  care^  we-  shidl  err^  and  turn  aside  from  the 
holy  comnuuidment.  May  we  therefore  walk  circumspectly  in  all 
Ihe  statutes  and  ordifi^nces  of  the  Lord  blameless. 

5.  If  Go4  rewards  partial  obedience,  how  much  more  will  he 
approve  that  which  is  universal,  v.  SO.  jind  the  Lord  said  unto 
Jchiif  BefOuMc  thou  haat  dxMt  well  in  executing  thai  which  is  right  in 
mine  eyes^  and  haat  done  unto  the  house  <fAhab  according  to  all  thai 
vfas  in  mine  hearty  thy  children  of  the  fourth  generation  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  of  Israel,  God  will  not  be  wanting  to  any  of  kis  creatures. 
He  may  reward  some  acts  of  obedience  with  temporal  prosperity  ; 
though  he  will  at  last  puikish  the  hypocrite.  But  when  the  heart  is 
righty  and  obedience  is  entire  and  universal^  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  gospel)  such  shall  have  a  glorious  and  everlasting  reward. 
In  every  respect  God  will  show  that  he  is  upright^  and  that  there  t% 
,no  unrighteousness  Jn  him, 

CHAP.    XI. 

Jhi  wcmmt  ^the  wmderfui  fireservation  of  Joash  from  AthaMaJCm 
trvxity  4  the  method  Jehoiada  took  to  set  him  ufion  the  throne  j  the 

'  dedth  (^  the  uaurfier  :  the  establishment  of  Joash  ;  and  the  refor'^ 
wsMtion  kegun, 

1     AND  when  Athaliab,  the  widom  tf  Joram  long  ^  JtuM^ 

«     JLJl  the  doMghter  (fAhcdf^  and  the  mother  of  Ahaanah,  taw 

that  her  son  was  dead,  that  Jehsu.  had  slain  her  son  and  the  royal 

JkmHy  qf  Israel^  she  formed  the  desfterate  resohitioH  to  revenge  ii 

on  the  house  of  Dtrvidj  and  she  arose  and  destroyed  all  the  seed 

royali  Joram*s  children  by  another  vifey  all  princes  t^  the  blood,^ 

t  But  Jehosheba  the  daughter  of  king  Joram  by  another  mfe^ ' 
sister  of  Ahaziah»  took  Jo^  the  son  of  Ahaadahf  and  stole  Mm 
from  among  the  king's  sons  [which  were]  skin  ;  they  carried 

^  him  offvMumdedj  biu  not  deadyJhough  AtftaUah  concluded  that,  he 
was  ;  and  theyy  Jehosheba  and  her  husband  Jehoiada  the  high 
priest^  hid  him,  [ev^i]  him  apd  his  nurse»  in  the  bedchamber 
belonging  to  the  highpriesty  firom' AthaUahy  so  that  he  Was  not 

3  slain.  And  he  was  with  her  hid  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  sia& 
yearsk  And  Athaliah  di4  reign  over  the  landy  and  established 
idolatry  again, 

4  And  the  seventh  year  Jehoiada  sent  privately  and  fetched  the 
rulers  over  hundreds,  with  the  captains  and  the  guard,  who  wer^ 
well  affected  to  the  house  of  David,  and  friends  to  true  religion^ 
and  brought  them  to  him  into  the  house  of  the  Loan,  and  made 
a  covenant  with  them)  and  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  secrecy  of 
them  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  showed  them  the  king's  • 

*  Sht  perKapt  vat  afrAid  tett  Teha  fbonld  kill  her  becanse  ihc  w«i  of  Ahab't  htiAlfX  taA 
therefore  destroyed  die  roval  famuy  and  attempted  to  get  into  the  tlirone.   She  had  sone  eoai ' 
^^ra«rohgra■odvr^B■MUDd#  n  whom  she  Lop«dCQlw^  the  cnwiu  i  Cftrwi.  sxi^r.  7. 
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i  son>  And  titf  cottitnatrded  ^em,  sayiiig,  Tfifs  fis^  tke  1h^ 
that  ft  shall  do  ;  A  third  pan  6f  y^a  th^t  cfttdr  h^  6ti  the  sab' 
TVath  sttatt  evttT  he  keep«;rt  trf  the  wateA  of  the  king's  house  ;t 

6  And  a  third  part  [^hall  be]  at  thfc  gatfe  oF  Stit,  th^  ea*t  gaftj 

'  fofdth  vft^ad  t&ward  Xht  Hty,  thta  there  iktght  be  no  dittiOinmce 
frtm  thence  ;  atid  a  third  pan  at  th^  gftf^  t>ehhid  the  guard,  Me 
iiituh  gaiey  xohlch  led  tb  the  fiatdct^  and  where  a  guard  Wwi  ktjil : 
to  Shall  ye  keep  the  watch  of  lh€  hbtise,  that  it  be  flot  hrokert 
dOt?ft  ;  that  nwie  ofAtht^afi^9  gmtrd  shonid  break  in  to  iUrftrUe 

It  them.  And  tv^  pafts  of  all  yoM  that  go  fbtth  oh  tht  dabbath, 
wht>  hovejtnished  your  course  and  sc  hirve  liberty  to  return  h^nuj 

'  tveti  they  shad  keep  the  watch  of  the  hotvse  of  the  LotiD  about 
the  kthg  f  they  ivere  deteAned  at  a  guard  ed>out  the  Jt^g^  person  ; 

-*  probubly  n  third  part  were  let  go,  to  prevent  empt'doh.  And  y6 
shaft  compass  the  kin^  tt)Qnd  about,  t\ery  man  with  Ms  weapona 
in  his  hand  t  and  he  that  cometh  within  this  tanges,  either  the 

.  rail^  ^^^  ^V4^^  ^  '^  rwnkM  fsJbo  viert  M  <a  guard jtM  JA^ 
let  him  be  slain  ;  and  be  ye  with  the  king  as  he  goedi  out  and 

9  a!s  he  Cometh  in.  And  the  capyiifis  ttvtr  the  hundreds  did  ac- 
cording torall  [things]  that  Jehoiada  the  priest  commanded :  and 
tbey  took  every  nmn  hia  toen  tliat  were  tocosie  in  Or  the«MallH 
with  them  that  ahouM  go  out  on  the  sabbath^  ead  eaae  Id  Je- 
hoiada the  piieat  ;  they  fcUowed  the  high  prieH^  e9uLeime  «M«^ 

to  out  armsy  leat  it  should  have  raised  a  suspicion.  And  <t>  tiie  cap-^ 
tains  over  hundreds  did  the  priests  eive  king  David^s  spears  and 
^hielda,  that  [were]  in  the  templfe  of  the  LoaT^  •  the  arm$  which 
JDaroid hMdedicated  tb  Otfd a»  a  inemorlatj  cfr  spcits  whtcft  he^ had  i 


fakm  ;  though  perhaps  theyw&re  tOfnasi  wbtn  (mt^  of  wert  M 
fa^hboned^  it  ttnuld  give  thxm  spirit  to  use  thenfy  when  underttOting 

i\  the  cuuse  tf  the  h&use  of  Ditvfd,  And  the  guard  stood'  every 
man  with  his  weapons  in  hh  hand,  round  about  the  king,  ftoiB 
the  right  comer  of  the  tctep!^  to  the  kft  c6rner  of  the  temple, 

ft  [along]  by  the  altar  and  tine  t^^mple.  And  tie  brtiughr  forth  the 
kmd^s  ion^  and-  put  the  cft^wn  uport  hirti,  and  [gave  himj  the 
testimony,  or  hw  of  thdy  itfhith ke  was  toretid  and  sfttd^  and  hy 
the  rules  of  which  he  wds  fo  live  mid  guvem  >  and  they  iniide  fcin» 
king,  and  anointed  him  rf  «jW  they  dapped  their  liands,  and 
^m,  God  aavd  the  king. 

15  '    And  when  Athnliah  weattfthe  noise  of  the  ^arfl  \znS\  ofthe 

*   people,  she  eamc  to  the  people  hrta  the  temjfle  of  thfe  Loam 

Jt  was  carried  on  so  secretly ^  that  she  knew  nothing  9f  it  tiff  she 

heard  the  shoutings  and  CMi&in  n  f fight  tb  see  what  «W  f*^  mat' 

1%  ter.    And  Whew  she  looked,  behold  tfie  Jong  stood  by  a  pahir,a» 

,  •  Tlik m«ael«  i,  t>1fMinsr  nnir(M  to  the  Kood  peo)>te  «r  Ttrtrt,  wW tbdfeglrttteVBTal 
teail^  waft  exuua ;  ani  th«  promUe  of  God,  that  David  sbouldncvtr  %v»nc  a  sHcooiar*  had 


t  ^  t^oe  imrpQ«i«8  so  many  p-iMt*^«nf  terltes  wefe  tj^nteclweftlr  In  rewildtt  ;  a 
nMir  coarse  came  on  every  sabbath  day  mormn^,  and  the  old  went  out  on  the  siMach  day 
cvenioE  \  therefore  bfch  attended  the  »ervi«e  of  that  ioleoiB  day.  4>ac  part  wa>to  goMdtltt 
aChg's  b6use  whl^re  lie  )tvM  iOid  was  Maeatird. 

%  Tkit  was  <tarit  by  jcfaDbAi  wmX  bit  tooa»  out  of  wkOB  UtAAfxirmA 


f 
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rA^  dedicatimh  ^»U  onvf/uek  tkekmg^m^  %9kfin  lAcy  wtrt  nfmi* 
4immte4i  and  tbe  prifi^Q»  ami  tbe  iniiK|if tf f«  by  iht  ]Miig»  and 
^  tbe  peofde  of  tifs  land  rejoic^  and  Uf w  with  tnwip^%  tmi 

Had  Athaliah  ropt  Mr  cW^^Bi  ax^  ^M^  Tr^asoDs  Tveasoa. 

|4  But  iehoiada  lh«  pfiMt  oooisiaiided  tb«  c^aiaa  of  the  kuDv 
dred^  (h^  «fti:«ta  of  t)^  )iQit>  and  a^  WtP  ttn^ta,  H»Tft  hc» 
forth  without  the  rasges,  carry  her  out  of  the  hndtu  of  t^  ttvttik  s 
and  hiaa  that  IbU^^ffftii  hear  UU  vkb  the  (word  i  i(e#^roy  kerjmd 
«^  S9^  0c{A«re  10  /^,  For  the  ptiea^  had  vtid^  Let  her  ml  he 
slaiP  in  tbe  houaeof  the  LiMia.    Mearmg  thk^  €h€jM  m  AmM 

K  Mmmrd  thefial^^  thmi^Ahfi  ar«6^.    Aiad  they  laid  haada  ea 

her  i  add  fhe  went  bQT  the  iw!r  hy  the  whkh  the  hotaesean^ 

it^  the  h^^a  heia9e  ;  and  theve  wae  ahe  alaio  i  m  a  /nM'o 

/^«,  «9ui(  ts  49»  ignommimt^  wmntr^  m  hfr  motb^  JtxnM  hmi 

JU      And  Jeh^Moft  lala  waf  rtyvnl  tbgrinsr  1^  Ainf^«  avaorilifi 

rooA:  the  first  (tfifiortunity^  now  thepfi^fiie  WKtPepkm^  mS  ihmkt 
^j  to  titfmnote  the  ohmervofim^  qfthe  4m9fi  km  i  tmi  ki  raade 
a  Q^veae^t  hetwem  the  Loa^  apd  the  king  aiad  the  fieepfo^  tfas^ 
they  ahQttld  be  the  JUoaa'a  people;  tke  1^ oni ihe Mo^ tn* 
tered  into  a  aoiemn  QOPuenant  to  keefi  tks  eommfnimmff  ^Jthmntki 
mid  tQ  TfiU  w/t  idqb^  1  ond  mt^ther  eev^naei  het^ec»  tiiehin^ 
also  find  Ihe  pe#p)e«  <»  «McA  Ar  engfigeti  t»ruh  hy  the diptne  kms 

le  and  they  to  be  duttfid  92ihject9.  And  all  the  foftflc  of  ihe  leaf 
went ioto the howae of  Baal»  aiudhiake  it  dowii  biaaKar&and 
hia  imager  brake  they  in  piecea  therwi|phly»  a»dak»  Maaias 
the  priaat  of  Beal  before  the  altam>  vihere  ke  ht^jedjbr  r^fiigm. 
An/i  the  prieet  f^ipointed  efteefa  oyer  the  home  of  the  hoinf 

ta  th^tn^mci^ai/ijHmtm^kfimUen^erimoit.  And  be  took  the  niieGa 
over  hm^diedff  atd  the  eaptainai  and  the  guards  mi  aU  ihe  ]m» 
pleoftheiaod  »  aad they  hr(iiighftdam» the  kifi^Aom  tbe  hauae 
of  the  LoROy  and  came  by  the  way  of  the  gate  of  ihe  guatd  tp 

i^  the  kim^'shoiMe.  A«d  he  eat o»  the  thuaoe  of  the  kinpa.  And 
eU  the  people  of  tbe  laad  rejeieedf  aid  the  cky  vaa  m  quiet:; 
tinfiy  r4»Ued  in  vAf^  /ehoiadck  hud  4mt^  md  the  A^AfHy  im^eei 
kefiurt thm^i  0n4. 9»  tmfi  etfi/mmtdtn  d^ffwt  ^  the  unrnper^  or 
g0^e  tfi<^  new  ki^  0filf  dimwtmme :  aiad  they  alow  Atba&b  iidtih 

21  Ihe  aword  [beaide}  the  kiag'a  faonaop  SereB  ycaaa  eU  [ym^ 
.    Jehpa^  vbea  he  h^ap  to  rcaga-^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  \1(7^  '^f  ^^^^  dreadful  work  amhitioit  aiakea  hi  the  worI4. 

W     This  wicked  womani  to  gratify  her  revengei  or  rathery 

lier  ambition,  destroyed  all  the  royal  house  of  Israel  she  could  meet 

with.    The  calamity  of  fionilies  had  no  effect  upon  her.    A  lore  of 

j>ower>  preeminence  and  domlnioni  open  a  door  to  all  manner  of 

•  ttwlObtpnfirnrn4acsttli9tifciityfiMnb€hivtero(At  2 
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urickedfiess.    Where  pride  and  ambition  gam  tiie  asceiidiiicy)  Dbyi« 
ing  is  thought  too  bad  for  men  or  women  to  be  guilty  of. 

3.  We  learn  what  peculiar  calamity  and  distress  great  fionilief 
are  often  subject  to.  It  were  better  to  have  been  descended  fivm  the 
meanest  ti*adesman  or  labourer  in  ](irael,  than  to  be  of  the  royal  fsm-^ 
ily.  When  we  are  ready  to  envy  those  who  are  in  high  stationsi 
ve  should  remember  they  are  9et  in  s&flfiery  fllace9»  There  is  more 
security,  as  well  as  more  comfort,  among  people  in  the  middle  sta- 
tions of  life. 

S.  We  learn  what  a  blessing  one  child  wisely  married,  may  be 
to  a  good  lamily.  It  was  rather  strange  that  Joram  should  marry 
liis  daughter  to  the  high  priest.  But  Providence  ordered  it  so,  that 
lie  might  save  his  i&mily  from  utter  destruction.  The  good  hig^ 
priest  and  his  son  saved  one,  as  a  brand  from  the  burning.  This 
circumstance  should  make  parents  solicitous  that  their  chikiTen  may 
he  allied  to  those  who  are  wise  and  good  ;  ftx>m  whom  they  may 
expect  help  and  assistance  in  circumstances  of  difiicidty  and  dan- 
ger, when  others,  not  thus  allied,  may  forsake  them,  or  their  own 
Bear  relations  prove  unnatural. 

4.  On  how  small  a  thread  does  the  aecomplishment  of  Avlne 
promises  sometimes  depend.  All  God's  declarations  in  fiivour  of 
the  house  of  David  depended  on  this  one  little  child,  a  year  old, 
saved  from  the  sword  of  his  grandmother.  The  good  people  of 
Israel  thought  the  house  of  David  was  extinct.  But  no  vkntL  tf  God 
9haU  fall  to  the  grwnd  ;  nor  shall  any  scheme  of  m^  make  his 
promise  of  none  effect. 

5.  From  the  joy  which  the  people  expressed  in  this  great  revo* 
lution,  let  us  reflect,  what  reason  there  is  for  joy  and  thankfulness 
i^hen  Satan  is  deposed,  and  Christ  is  enthroned  in  the  heart ;  when 
Satan,  the  usurper,  is  put  down,  and  the  soul  gives  itself  up  to 
Christ,  and  receives  him  as  king  ;  when  csnhision  and  disorder  are 
changed  for  piety  and  peace.  Oh  glorious,  hqppy  change  t  Movm^ 
9iah  to  $he  9on  of  Dvtnd  i  bk$9ed  be  he  tAt  iometk  m  the  name 
^  the  Lord, 

6.  How  wise  and  prudent  is  it  to  engage  men  to  enter  into  a 
solemn  covenant,  when  the  heart  is  peculiarly  impressed  with  the 
jgoodness  ci  God,  as  Jehoiada  here  did.  Public  reformation  is  best 
prcmioted  when  the  memory  of  deliverances  isfi^sh,  and  every  heart 
IS  ftdl  of  joy.  Ministers  and  people  should  learn  hence,  if  hen  they 
see  young  men  thoughtful  and  considerate,  narrowly  escaped  from 
danger  and  death,  to  remind  them  of  ^Mr  ebligatjons  to  be  the 
Loin's,  and  to  devote  themselves  to  him.  Happy  are  those  wha 
have  such  wise,  useful  guides,  as  Jehoiada  was,  if  they  are  sensible 
of  their  happiness  ;  and  happy  are  the  people  who  have/cm</  then^ 
9€iveM  to  the  hord  m  tin  everiaetmg  ctwenqnl  never  to  beforfottau 
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CHAP.    XII.. 

k 

3fn  account  of  the  good  reign  qfJehoash  during  the  days  ofJchmada  s 

he  U  qfterward  slain  by  Ma  4ervant9* 

1  TN  the  seventh  year  of  Jehu  Jehoash  began  to  reign  ;  and  forty 
X  years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name 

S  [was]  Zibiah  of  Beersheba.  And  Jehoash  did  [that  which  was] 
right  in  the  sieht  of  the  Lord  all  his  days  wherein  Jehoiada  the 

3  |>riest  instrucfed  him.  3ut  the  high  places  were  not  taken 
away  :  the  people  still  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high 
places^ 
'  4  And  Jehoash  said  to  the  priests,  All  the  money  of  the  dedi- 
cated things  that  is  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,'  [even] 
the  money  of  everyone  that  passeth  [the  account,]  the'money 
that  every  man  is  set  at,  [and]  all  the  money  that  com^th  into 

5  any  man's  heart  to  bring  into  the  house  of  the  Lqed,  Let  the 
priests  take  [it]  to  them,  every  man  of  his  acquaintance  :  an9 
let  them  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house,  wheresoever  any 

6  breach  shall  be  fouad.  But  it  was  [so,  that]  in  the  three  and 
twentieth  year  of  king  Jehoash  the  priests  had  not  repaired  thp 

7  breaches  of  the  house.  Then  king  Jehoash  called  for  Jehoiada 
the  priest,  and  the  [other]  priests,  and  said  unto  them,  Why  re* 
pair  ye  not  the  breaches  of  the  house  ?  now  therefore  receive 
no  [more]  money  of  your  acquaintance,  but  deliver  it  for.  the 

9  breaches  of  the  house.  And  the  priests  consented  to  receive 
no  [more]  money  of  the  people,  neither  to  repair  the  breaches 

9  of  the  house.  But  Jehoiada  the  priest  took  a  chest,  and  bored 
a  hole  in  the  lid  of  it,  and  set  it  beside  the  altar^  on  the  right 
side  as  one  cometh  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  priests 
that  kept  the  door  put  therein  all  the  money  [that  was]  brought 

10  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  it  was  [do,]  when  they  saw 
that  [there  was]  much  money  in  the  chest*  that  the  king's  scribe 
and  the  high  priest  came  up,  and  they  put  up  in  bags,  and  told 

11  the  money  [that  was]  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And 
they  gave  the  money,  being  told,  into  the  hands  of  them  that  did 
the  work,  that  had  the  oversight  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  s 
and  they  laid  it  out  to  the  carpenters  and  builders,  that  wrought 

18  upon  the  house  of  the  LoRDt  And  to  masons,  and  hewers  of 
stone,  and  to  buy  timber  and  hewed  stone  to  repidr  the  breaches 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  all  that  was  laid  out  for  the 

13  house  to  repair  [it]  Howbeit  there  were  not  made  for  the 
house  of  the  Loan  bowls  of  silver,  snuffers,  basons,  trumpfts^ 
any  vessels  of  gold,  or  vessels  of  silver,  of  the  money  [that  m'bs] 

14  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  But  they  gave  that  to  the 

15  workmen,  and  repaired  therewith  the  house  of  the  Lord.  More- 
over they  reckoned  not  with  the  men,  fnto  whose  hand  they  de- 
livered the  money  to  be  bestowed  on  workmen  :  for  they  dealt 

16  faithfully.  The  trespass  money  and  sin  money  was  ngtbniught 
UM  the  house  of  the  iiORD  ;  it  was  the  priests'*. 
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17  Then  Hasael  king  of  S]Fria^l»ti)p>  and  fiMight  against  Gath^ 
and  took  it :  and  Hazael  set  his  face  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem. 

1%  And  J^hoash  king  of  Iiidah  took  all  the  hallowed  Uungs  thpt 
Jeboshnphat,  and  Jchoram,  and  Ahavah»  his  fathers^  lungs  <]f 
Judah^  had  dedicated,  and  his  own  hallowed  thmgs,  and  all  the 
^fld  [th^t  was]  found  m  the  ireasures  of  the  house  of  the  l«o|p| 
'  mid  iu  the  king's  house,  aod  sent  [it]  to  Hazael  kipg  of  Sfria : 
ioi  he  went  awaf  from  Jerusalem. 

19  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joc#h>  Wi  all  thi^  he  did*  Care] 
they  not  written  in  the  boQk  of  the  chronicles  of  the  khiga  of 

^9  J^u^  ^  And  his  servants  axxMe,  and  made  a  consiuracy,  and 
slew  Joash,  in  the  house  of  MiUo,  which  goeth  oown  tx>  SiHa. 

ft  For  Jasschar  the  son  of  Shin^th,  and  Jehez%bad  the  son  <if 
Sbomer,  his  servants,  smote  him,  and  he  died  i  and  they  hqried 
^am  with  his  fathers  i^  the  cky  of  0Avi4  :  opd  Amy.iah  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


CHAP.  xni. 

\  TN  the  throe  and  twentieth  year  of  Joash  the  son  of  Ahaaah 
X  king  of  Judah  Jehoahas  the  ^n  of  Jehu  begin  to  reign  o^r 

9  Israel  in  Samaria,  [and  reigned]  seventeen  years.  And  he  £d 
[that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  t^soy  and  followed  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  which  made  Israel  to  sin  ; 
fie  departed  not  tfierefrom  ;  he  vmM  not  reclaimed  by  the  calamU 
tiet  brought  on  him  and  his/amiii/, 

9  A^d  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  I^raf;!,  and 
he  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael  Ung  of  Syria^  and 
Vito  the  hand  of  Benhadad  the  son  of  Hazael  all  [their]  d^iys  ; 
rather^  every  day  ;  he  wat  continua/ty  doing  it  by  their  making' 
infursiona  u/ion  them^  and  frequent  advantages  gained  against  them, 

^  Ai^d  Jehoahaz  hesoMght  the  Lo^v^  probably  on  somcfitib&g  Ate* 
miliqtiony  SkTid  the  Loan  hearkened  unto  him,  because  qfhisjdotf 
ancestors^  v.  S3,  for  he  saw  the  oppression  of  Israel,  because  tho 

9  kinji^  of  Syria  oppressed  them,  (And  the  Lord  gave  Isr^iel  a 
saviour,  thfi  present  king*s  son^  fas  vte  read  aftervjord)  so  that 
th^ey  went  put  fVom  under  the  hand  of  the  Syrians  :  ^a  the  cbi)« 
dren  of  Israel  dwelt  in  their  tentsi  as  beforetime  ;  secureh^  and 

f  quietly  in  the  country  j  as  well  as  in  the  fortified  cities.  Neverthe- 
less they  departed  npt  from  the  sins  of  the  l^ouse  of  Jerp^oam, 
Vflio  made  krael  sin,  [but]  walked  therein  5  neither  their  tmser^ 
ies  nor  God's  mercy  had  any  effect  ufion  th^m  :  and  there  reoiain* 

f  ed  the  ra>ve  also  which  Mah  hi;^tdante4  in  Samari^.)  Neither 
did  he  reave  of  the  people  to  Jehoahaz  but  fifty  horsemen,  and 
te9  chariot^  ancf  tent  thousand  &otm«a }  Af  W  '^^ry  fen 
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hM  iittde  'flitttililie  ttte  dust  by  thimlunt: )  tptaft'ontf  e«Mid9l^/f.( 

•  §ie^  «o  rAm  M«y  ^ere  undbk  n»  q^o*e  ilm.    ^  iiea  noi  tpfiear 
that  thtfte  noatmiy  n$6M  f^f  cfuwragt  dt  Die  kHii^  t  hm  U  wk  the 

•  N^^the  rest  «f  fbe  fti:t8  of  Je1iofth»Zj  and  nil  thl^t  he  ^  mS 
hift  Ttiiglit)  [ihl*e]  they  iiot  written  in  the  book  «f  the  d^rdniclei 

!^  of  the  kitt^sWr  I^rtel  ?  And  Jehoahat  alept  with  hMt  kikvifn  ; 

afhd  they  buried  him- in  Samarin  j  and  JOash  Ms  soil  reigned  itr 

Ms  ateafi'« 
)0      Ih  th^  thirty  «M  sevtttlh  ytur  of  Joash  Itlhf^  of  JtiMi  b(fe^ 

JehOaiffi  the  son  of  Jehoahas  to  rdlgn  oyer  Israel  in  I^Mnarilb 
t^  [and  rtfgned)  sixteen  yeiu«.    And  he  did  [tihat  Whieh  traS} 

*  evil  in  ft^  idght  of  thb  haku  ;  he  depioted  nOt  from  aSifh^aint 
^  Jbr^^oam  the  SoU  of  Nebsrt,  who  made  Israel  ain  :  tbot]  htf 

If-  walked  thewln.    And  the  rest  of  the  aets  Of  Jbash)  and  idl  that 
-    he  did,  and  hh  tmg:ht  wherewith  he  fonght  agaitist  AMmah  kin^ 

•  c)f  Jndah,  [arc]  tlnsy  not  written  in  the  nook  of  the  cbt^nitles  dP 

15  the  kings  ii  Israd  ?  And  Jbash  slept  iN^iih  his  Withers  ;  and  lerO* 
boam  sat  npon  his  throne  :  and  Joash  *waa  buried  in  Samaria 
widi  the  king^  of  Israel.* 

14  Now  EHsha  wto  ftlleli  sick,  of  bis  aidoioas  -^h^leof  he  died« 
And  Joash  the  king  of  Israel  came  down  unto  him,  and  ifepc 
tiver  his  &ce  f  he  md  not  come  out  qfioroe  to  the  firoflhttj  or  eUe 
he  would  have  reformed ;  hut  from  n  concern  th&t  leraei  shbuid 
looee  ite  glory  end  defence^  vfhile  the  Syriana  firobably  were  rav'* 
aging  the  country  s  atid  he  ¥t^y  fil  the  vefy  same  words  that  EH* 
•ha  used  when  JSHjah  was  taken  €vway^  O  my  father,  my  father^ 
'  the  chariot  of  Xaroel  and  the  horsemen  thereof  i  because  -by  hiw 
1$  eetmsele  and  prayers  he  had  obtained  them  numy  victories^  And 
Eliaha  said  unto  hiiB)  Take  bow  and  arrows.    And  be  took  imtw 

16  bim  bow  and  arrows.  And  he  said  to  the  king  of  Israel,  Put. 
tUne  hand  upon  the  bow.    And  ha  put  his  hand  [upon  H  :]  and 

•  Eliaha  put  his  hands,  his  weak  and  wasted  arms  upon  f)he  king^k 
hands  ;  to  show  that  he  should  have  deUverancej  which  was  no^* 

if  to  be  ascribed  to  their  valour,  but  to  the  power  M^Ood.  And  he 
said,  0}>en  the  window  eastward  And  he  opened  [if  41  Theii. 
Etieha  saidi  Shoot.  And  he  shot«  And  he  said.  The  arrow  ef^ 
^tbo  Loan's  deKvenmce,  and  the  arrow  of  deliverance  fromi- 
^ria .;  a  sign  that  the  Lord  would  give  deliverance  :  fer  thett 
ahaU  amile  the  Syrian^  m  Aphek,  or^  as  some  render  it^  thou;^ 
shalt  smite  them  mightily^  till  thon  have  consumed  [theih  ;]  tiUedi 

It  tk^rjbrisrs  with  Which  they  iirfested  the  land  are  destroyed.  And 
he  said,  Take  the  arrows.  And  he  took  [them.]  BMnghj  t%if 
J9rmer  sign  showed  that  he  shoiUd  overcome  the  Syriansy  by  another 
he  wotdd  show  hint  how  often  he  should  overcome  thefn.    Aftd  W 

*  Thne  vena  contate  only  a  fencral  mceemit  ef  Jht  t^ffa  oT  yofc  titf  dT  ftlt  >mjitiiW»' 
JprobcMmi ;  hntioiae  partloilar  facts  worthj  of  notice*  arc  recorikii  in  «.  14. 

t  Spparia  lay  aorthatit,  mi  they  hsid  tafcea  aU  tlw  rest  of  Uke  kuMi  bcyoodjerdtfv  th**»  H^ 
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.  ;4ud  uAlo  tibe  king  of  I»raei»  Smite  upon  die  -groiaid.. .  And  hm 

19  smote  thrice,  and  .stayed.*    And  the  miui  of  God  was  wroUr 

'with  him,  and  said.  Thou  shouldst  have  snutteD  five  or  six 

times  ;  tlien  hadst  thou  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hadst  consumed 

[it :]  whereas  now  thou  sbalt  smite  Syria  [but]  thrice.. 

SO      And  Elisha  died}  and  they  buried  him.    And  the  bands  of  the 

%i^  Moabites  invaded  the  land  at  the  coming  in  of  the  year.    And 

it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  burying  a  man^  that  behold)  they 

spied  a  band  [of  men  ;]  and,  /or /car  qf  being  turprUedj  they 

rolled  avfay  the  stone^  and  cast  the  man  into  the  seimlchre  of 

ELisha  in  haate  :  and  when  the  man  was  let  down,  and  touched 

the  bones  of  Elisha,  he  revived,  and  stood  up  on  his  feet.t 

S2      But  Hazael  king  of  Syria  oppressed  Israel  all  the  days  of 

93  Jehoahaz.    And  the  Lord  was  gracious  unto  them,  and  had 

compassion  on  them,  and  had  respect  unto  them,  because  of  his 

covenant  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  would  not  destroy 

them,  neither  cast  he  them  from  his  presence  as  yet  j  he  remem* 

2i  tfered  hi*  covenant^  and  gave  them  time  to  reftent.    So  Hazael 

'  king  of  Syria  died  ;  and  Benhadad  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

ZS  And  Jehoash  the  son  of  Jehoahaz  took  again  out  of  the  hand  of 

f  Benhadad  the  son  of  Hazael,  the  cities  which  be  had  taken  out 

of  the  hand  of  Jehoahaz  his  father  by  war ;  he  retook  ail  the 

country-  beyond  Jordan,    Three  times  did  Joash  beat  htm,  and 

recovered  tlie  cities  of  Israel,  according  to  theprondae.    Probably 

he  waa  unwilling  to  enter  on  a  fourth  action^  in  which  there  wa$  nm 

•  rcoMn  to  expect  equal  *uccee9,\ 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  A  S  Sin  is  the  cause  of  chastisement,  so  humifiatiod  and 
JTjL  prayer  are  the  means  of  deliverance,  v.  3,  4.  This  vh 
applicable  to  society  in  general,  and  to  private  persons.  For  their 
imigmty  toaB  Twroth^  and  amote  them.  Let  such  humble  themselves 
tinder  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  and  call  upon  him  in  the  day  of 
trouble ;  for  this  is  the  appointed  way  to  obtain  deliverance  and 
salvation. 

*.  The  loss  of  good  men,  especially  of  good  prophets  and  in« 
■tructors  of  youth,  b  greatly  to  be  lamented.  They  Bn^better  than 
chariota  and  horaemen.  It  is  better  to  lose  mett  of  war,  than  men  of 
God.  They  are  the  ornament  and  support  of  a  nation  ;  they 'are 
highly  to  be  vaKied,  and  greatly  to  be  lamented.  When  they  are 
taken  away  we  should  mourn  for  ourselves,  not  for  them }  we  should 

»_Th«ri  watprohiblr  loihetl^nff  In  the  roanncr  or  the  word'ofdie  propbec,  which  intf* 
■otted  Uiat  he  thcMild  have  imitten  the  ground  ofteoer ;  but  be  tMppea  then,  probidily  thUiklng 
Be  had  done  enough  to  humour  the  old  prophet,  in  what  he  thought  a  sillj  actios. 

t  This  was  the  highest  honour  to  the  prophet's  raemnrjr ;  it  confirmed  the  tmdl  of  whtt 
W  had  promised  to  the  kiitg,  and  encouraged  the  beltet'of  a  fiiture  state :  and  it  showed  also. 
that  what  the  prophet  haddone  in  raising  the  dead,  was  not  bv  his  own  power,  but  hf  tiw 
fower  of  God.  The  qse  which  the  Church  of  Rome  has  nude  ot  this  storr,  cq  wawt0t  At 
swprihip  of  fuliw.  Si  too  ridiculoos  to  ha  conftaed. 


f  After  this  chapter,  2  «%rnit  cbspcer  kkt.  awf  be  rsii. 
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W  icoaccmed  to  rise  up  in  thdr  stead,  And  pray  that  others  may 
4oso.  I 

S.  It  is  our  own  &uk  if  spiritual  enemies  are  not  smitteivand 
subdued.  It  is  owing  to  our  sioth  ;  we  take  no  pains  to  watch,  and 
pray,  and  strive  ;  and  do  not  believe  the  gracious  promises  of  God. 
The  more  vigorously  we  attack  them*  and  the  more  firmly  we  de* 
pend  on  divine  promises,  the  more  successful  we  are  like  to  be* 
IVe  wrestle  not  withjie^h  and  diood,  but  with  firmci^aUHea  and  ftoW" 
era  z  if  vit  rewut  them  ete^fkH  in  the/aitkj  they  will  fiee  from  U9  ; 
and  we  shall  be  more  than  conqueTrore  through  him  that  laved  ue.  It 
is  a  grief  to  all  good  men  to  see  others  losing  the  victory  for  want 
of  faith,  aeal,  and  resc^utioo.  Therefore  let  us  stir  up  ourselves 
and  one  another,  and^^r^  the  goodjightqf^fidth^ 

4.  All  deliverance  and  success,  in  temporal  and  spiritual  con* 
cems,  is  owing  to  the  grace  and  compassion  of  God.  v.  33.  jind 
the  JLiird  woe  gradoue  imto  thcm^  and  had  comfiauion  on  them^  and 
had  reefiect  uiUo  them^  hecauee  qf  hU  covenant  with  ^braham^  laaac^ 
and  Jacobs  and  wnUd  not  destroy  t/iem*  Here  are  several  instnicthro 
and  delightful  phrases.  He  watf  gracious  to  them,  had  compassion 
upon  them,  had  respect  unto  them,  and  remembered  his  covenant. 
He  was  willing  to  find  out  a  reason  to  be  long  suffering  and  gradoua 
to  this  rebellious  people.  This  is  great  encouragement  to  sinnera 
to  repent.  God  bears  loi^  with  them.  Be  ie  not  vnUing  that  amf 
•hotUd  fietiah^  With  him  ieforgiveneMj  that  he  may  be  feared.  The 
goodness  of  God  should  lead  us  to  repentance  and  amendment,  since 
we  are  not  cast  away  from  his  presence,  but  may  enjoy  the  fiivourw 
able  tokens  of  it  now  and  for  ever. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

Amajdah^e  good  reign  ;  he  is  slain  by  a  consfiiraey  ;  and  it  m/ecccdcd 

by  jizariah. 

!  TN  the  second  year  of  Joksh  son  of  JehoaAaz  king  of  Israel 

2  X  reigned  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joa^h  king  of  Judah«  He  was 
twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign^  and  reigned 
twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name 

3  [was]  Jehoaddan  of  Jerusalem.  And  he  did  [that  which  was] 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  yet  not  like  David  his  iather  : 

4  he  did  according  to  all  things  as  Joash  his  fiither  did.  Howbeit 
the  high  places  were  not  takeh  away  :  as  yet  the  people  did 

5  sacrifice  and  bum  incense  on  the  high  places.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  as  soon  as  the  kingdom  was  confirmed  in  his  hand,  that  he 

6  slew  his  servants  which  had  slain  the  king  his  father.  But  the 
children  of  the  murderers  he  slew  not :  according  unfp  that 
which  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  wherein  the 
Loan  commanded,  saying,  The  Others  shall  not  be  put  to  deatb^ 
lor  the  children,  nor  the  children  be  put  to  death  tar  the  lathers  ^ 

Vol.  ni.  Ww 
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7  but  ercry  man  shall  be  put  to  death  for  his  own  sin.  Re  rfeir 
of  Edom  in  the  valley  of  salt  ten  thousand,  and  took  Selah  bf 
war,  and  caHed  the  name  of  it  Jokteel  unto  this  daf . 

•  Then  Amaziah  sent  messengers  to  Jehoash  the  son  of  Jehoa-^ 
haz  son  of  Jehu  king  of  Israel,  saying.  Come,  let  us  look  one 

9  another  in  the  face.  And  Jehoash  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to 
Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  saying.  The  thistle  that  [was]  in  Leba- 
non sent  to  the  cedar  that  [was]  in  Lebanon,  saying,  Give  thy 
daughter  to  my  son  to  wife  t  and  there  passed  by  a  wild  beast 
10  that  [was]  in  Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the  thistle^  Thou  hast 
indeed  smitten  Edom,  and  thine  heart  hath  lifted  thee  up :  gkny 
[of  this»]  and  tarry  at  home :  for  why  ahevldst  thou  meddle  to 
[thy]  hurt,  that  thou  shouldst  &11,  [even]  thou,  and  Judah  with 
}%  thee  ?  But  Amanah  would  not  hear.  Therefore  Jehoash  king 
of  Israel  went  up  ;  and  he  and  Amanah  king  of  Judah  looked 
one  another  in  ihe  &ce  at  Bethshemesh,  which  [bdongeth]  to 

13  Judah.    And  Judidi  was  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel ;  and 
17  they  fled  every  roan  to  their  tents.    And  Jehoash  king  of  Israel 

took  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  the  son  of  Jehoash  tiie  son  of 
Ahaziah,  at  Bethshemesh^  and  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  brake 
down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  unto  the 

14  comer  gate,  four  hundred  cubits.  And  he  took  all  the  gold 
and  silver,  and  all  the  vessels  [that  were]  found  in  the  house  of 
the  Loan,  and  m  the  treasures  of  the  king^s  house,  and  hostages,^ 
and  returned  to  Samaria. 

15  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoash  which  he  did,  and  hi» 
might,  and  how  he  fought  with  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  [arej 
they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  tke  kings  oC 

16  Israel  ?  And  Jehoash  slept  with  his  £sithers,  and  was  buried  in 
Samaria  with  the  kings  of  Israel ;  and  Jeroboam  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

^7  And  Amaziah  the  son  of  Jpash  king  of  Judah  Irved  after  the 
death  of  Jehoash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of  Israel  fifteen  years^ 

1-8  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ama»ahy  [are]  they  net  written  in 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  I  New  they 

i9  made  a  conspiracy  against  him  in  Jerusalem  :  and  he  fled  to 
Lachi^  ;  but  they  sent  after  him  to  Lachish,  and  slew  him 

to  there.  And  they  brought  him  on  horses  :  and  he  was  buried 
at  Jenisalem  tnth  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David. 

)1  And  all  the  people  of  Judah  took  Azariah,  which  [was]  six- 
teen yeai*s  old,  and  rande  him  king  instead  of  his  father  Ama* 

22  ziah.  He  built  Elath,  and  restored  it  to  Judah,  after  that  the 
king  slept  with  his  lathers^ 

53  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash  king  of 
Judah,  Jeroboam  ihe  secohd,  the  son  of  Joash  king  of  Israel  be* 
gan  to  reign  in  Samaria,  [and  reigned]  forty  and  one  years  ;  he 

54  re^ed  longer  than  any  of  the  Jdnga  of  IsraeL*     And  he  did 

*  In  hh  time  Hoiea  and  Amot  prophnied  ;  and  many  patnget  in  tlieir  proptmiet  abow, 
mat  tlse  mott  thMMfimdiilMriii  Md  ^ttkwcliaict  wert  practatwl  tmamz  xkc  ]«r»litc»  ak 

*l9  tiJM. 
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(IMt  wUch  wm]  eril  in  the  si^ht  of  the  Load  :  he  departed 
not  from  all  the  mnt  of  Jerotmm  the  son  of  Nebat*  who  made 
Israel  to  am  ;  a«  Ar  bore  Ma  tmrnej  «o  htfitixmtd  hi%  Imd  exam" 

35  file.    He  restored  the  coast  of  Israel  from  the  cnteiing  of  Ha* 

^  math  unto  4he  sea  of  the  plain,  he  retook  the  country  tuhieh  had 
been  taken  from  hia  firedeceemtry  accorAng  to  the  irord  of  the 
Loitl  Gcw  of  laraelt  which  he  spalga  by  the  hand  of  his  servant 
Jonah,  the  son  of  Anaittai,  the  prophet,  which  [was]  of  Gath- 
hepher  ;  he  ««•  encouraged  in  thia  war  hy  the  prophet  Jonah^ 

S6  fvho  aeeured  him  q^  eucceea*  For  the  Loan  saw  the-  affliction  of 
Israel,  [that  it  waa]  very  bitter  :  for  [there  was]  not  any  shut 
up,  nor  any  k' ,  nor  any  helper  for  Israel.  The  reason  tf  thia 
vme  the  dMne  €amjmatimi  i  there  were  but  few  penile  in  thefeno- 

%1  ^  ed  eitieo^  or  in  the  country^  aU  were  greatly  defiofmlated.  And 
the  Lot*  aaid  not  that  be  would  blot  out  the  name  of  Israel  from 
under  heaven  :  hot  he  saved  ^em  by  the  hand  of  Jeroboam  the 
aon  of  Joash  ;  he  tlHnUd  not  deetroy  them  yetj  and  therefore  saved 
them  by  the  hand^thU  wicked  prince^ 

38  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  di  Jeroboam,  wd  dl  that  lie  did, 
and  his  might,  hdw  he  warred,  andiuyw  he  recoTered  Daeiascus, 
and  Hamath,  [which  belen^ed]  to  Judah^  ibr  Israel,  [are]  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chrenielea  of  the  kinga  of  Israel  ? 

99  And  Jeroboam 'Slept  with  his  firthers,  [even]  with  the  kings  of 
Israel ;  and  Zachariah  his  son  reigned  in:  his  stead. 

*  * 

CHAP.    XV. 

Jizariah^ogood  reign  :  he,  m  succeeded  by  Jotham  ;  and  hie  good  reign^ 

1  T  N  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Jeroboam  king  of  Israel 
X  began   Azariah  son  of  Amauah  king  of  Judah  to  reign. 

2  Sixteen  years  old  was  he  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reign« 
«Nl'tWo  and  fifty  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name 

d  [was]  Jecholiah  of  Jerusalem.  And  he  did  [that  which  was] 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan,  according  to  all  that  his  feher 

4  Amaziah  had  done  ;  Save  that  the  high  places  were  not  re- 
moved :  the  people  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  still  on  the 
high  places. 

5  And  the  Loan  smote  the  king,  so  that  he  was  a  !eper  unto 
the  day  of  his  death,  and  dwelt  in  a  several  house.  And  Jo- 
tham the  king's  son  [was]  over  the  house,  judging^  the  people  of 

6  the  land.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Azariah,  and  all  that  he 
did,  [are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 

7  kings  of  J^jfah  ?  So  Azariah  slept  with  his  fathers  {  and  they 
buried  him  with  his  Others  in  the  city  of  David  :  and  Jotham 
his  scm  reigned  in  his  stead.  * 

S      *  In  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah  ttd 

*  Tli'is  part  of  th«  hiitory  comee  in  between  the  twenty  aixtb  aad  twenty  Bevcnth  chap, 
ten  of  3  CnroH.  There  ia  great  disorder  in  die  dacf  s  when  tbeae  kings  be^^  tia  reiffMi 
bat  thia  b  common  in  timea  of  wsafoston.  So  the  reign  of  Charles  rhf  second  is  sometimct 
reckonefl  from  hli  rettonttiMi  i^,  and  tomgtimci  non  tht  year  16484  when  kit  firthcr  iq* 
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ZadiaTiah  tbe  sonr  of  Jerobaam  reign  over  Isntet  in  Satnsria  abc 
9  nontht.    And  he  did  [that  which  was}  eril  in  the  sight  of  the 
LoaDf  as  his  &thers  had  done  :  he  dq>arted  not  from  the  sins 
\0  of  Jefoboam  the  aob  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.     And 
ShaUum  the  son  of  Jabesh  conspired  against  him,  and  snote 
him  before  the  people^  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.* 
1 1'  And  the  rest  of  the  act»  of  Zachariah,  behold,  ther  [are]  writ- 
13  ten  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel.    This 
[was]  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake  nnto  Jehn,  saying. 
Thy-  sons  shail  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel  unto  the  fourth 
[generation.}    And  so  it  came  to  pass,    ffer^  God  $honed  fdm^ 
9€lf  fcdthfid  to  Ma  engagetncntM*  )t 

13  ^^lum  the  son  ik  Jabesh  began  to  raign  in  the  nine  and 
thkticth  year  of  Uzsiah  king  of  Jtidah^t  and  he  reigned  a  fuA 

14  month  in  Samaria.  For  Mcnahem  the  ton  of  Gadi  hearing  thai 
Shalktm  had  slain  Zachariah^  and  unarfitd  the  kinf^do$n^  detenmned 
to  dupMite  hiB.  title  tait  f  and  he  went  np  from  Tinsah,  and  cam& 
to  Samaria,  and  smote  Shalhim  the  son  of  Jabesh  in  Samaria, 

)5  uid  ^w  bbn,  and  rdgned  in  his  stead.  And  the  vest  of  the 
acts  of  Sfaallumy  and  his  conspiracy  which  he  made,  behold^  they 
[are]  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

I6t  Thmi  Meoahem  smote  Tiphsah,  and  aH  that  [were]  therein* 
and  the  coasts  thereof  from  Tirxah  :  because  they  opened  not 
[to  him>]  therefore  he  smote  [it ;  and]  all  the'  women  therein 
that  were  with  child  he  ripped  up.     He  hrgan  hie  reign  with  actm 

-  ^the  greaieet  mjueiiee  and  cruelty  ;  fair  v>henhe  came  Mock  to  •  the 
jUace  where  the  army  lay^  the  cily  refuting  to  own  hie  titit  to  the- 
Hngdoniy  he  emote  it^  and  woe  gwlty  of  the  mwtt  horrible  barbarity  i 
hy  whkh  he  intendei  to  in/i7m4ate  otf^erey  and  prevent  iMy  future 
redetansie^ 

yt  Ia  the  nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Asariah  king  of  Jiidaii  began 
Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi  to  reign  over  Israel}  [an4  i*eigned] 

la  ten  years  in  Samaria.  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the 
^ight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  all  his  days  from,  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

19  [And]  Pul  the  king  of  Assyria  came  against  the  land  i\  and 
Mei^^eni  gave  Piil  a  thousand  talents  of  silver,  that  bis  hand 
might  be  with  him  to  confirm  the  kingdom  in  his  hand  ;  to  turn 

da  back  hie  army  and  fturchaee  hie  fiendshifi.  And  Menahem  ex- 
acted the  money  of  Israel,  [even]  of  all  the  mighty  men  of 
wealthy  of  each  man  fifty  shekels  of  silver,t|  to  give  to  the  king 

•  WhoShalla^m  wasi  luidwl^t  hispret^nceforchUcoospirary,  U  notrebvcd.    Usrerm 
thai  the  MnK  wrat  tecrecly  hared,  and  that  many  were  engagVd  In  it  ;  that  they  dntrortd  the 
IMnSPqhli^y  i  apd  thus  the  prophec>  io  Anus  vU.9.  was  acc(ion)li>h«|,/ 

t  In  Mtttthn>  i.  8»  9^  he  '%%,  calledl  O^iat ;  and  «.  1 .  of  this  chapcar,  Asariah. 

I  We  read  In  1  Chrm.  yu  26.  that  before  this  he  had  taken  these  capdve  bermd  Jordan. 
Sir  Itaac  Ntivtim  is  of  ootnion  that  this  Pul  was  the  founder  of  the  Assyrian  empi'rt  ;  and  was 
MtbaUr  the  king  of  Ninrteh^  tb  whom  Jonah  was  sent;  (see  his  history  in  Priduta^ 
Conoea.)  at  chis  period  his  history  began. 

I  AJbtm  tlx  poands  Sve  shiUings  each  i  xhfi  vbolc  imoasled  to  mv  three  hundred  ud 
•fvtacyatv  thousand  pounds.  ^ 
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of  Ass^rria;  to  ingratiate /umMei/miht/te  common  fieqfile^  he  laid 
tki9  tax  on  the  great  men.  So  the  king  of  Assyiia  turned  back, 
and  stayed  not  there  in  the  land. 

3 1  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Mcnahem,  and  all  that  he  did« 
[are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 

22  of  Israel  .^  And  Menahem  slept  with  his  fathers ;  and  Pekahiah 
bis  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

33  In  the  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah  Pekahiah  the  soD 
of  Menahem  began  to  oeign  over  Israel  in  Samaria,  [and  reigns 

tl4  ed]  two  years.  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  tKe  sight 
of  the  Loan  :  he  departed  not  from  tl^e  .sins  of  Jeroboam  the 

S5  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  But  Pekah  the  son  of 
Remaliahf  a  captain  of  his,  conspired  against  bim,  a«  hi*  father 
had  done  against  Shailumf  and  smote  him  in  Samaria»  in  th« 
palace  of  the  king's  house,  with  Argob  and  Arieh,  two  eminent 
courtiers  who  were  about  the  kingj  and  with  him  fifty  men  of  the 
Gileadites,  who  were  the  king*a  guards  :  and  he  killed  him,  and 

36  reigned  in  his  room.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekahiah^  and 
all  that  he  did,  behold,  they  [are]  wrjctten  in  the  book  of  t|ie 
^ronicles  of  ^he  kinga  of  Israel. 

27      In  the  two  and  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah  Pekah 

^      Uht  son  of  Remaliah  began  to  reign  .  over  Israel  in  Samaria* 

2^  [and  reigned]  twenty  years.  And  he  did  [that  which  was] 
evil  in  the  aight  of  the  Loan  :  he  departed  not  from  the  sins 

J29  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  In 
the  days  of  Pekah  king  of  Israel  came  Tij^lathpileser  king  oC  As« 
,%ym%the30H^Fui^  called  by  heathen  hietoriano^  Arbaceo^v^d 
took  Ij<^  and  Abelbethraaachah,  and  Janoah,  and  Kedesh>  and 
-  liaaor,  and  ^Gilead,  and  Galilee,  all  the  land  of  Naphtalit  and 
carried  them  captivq  to  Assyria,  This  was  the  second  time  that 
oome^fthe  fsraeiitcM  y^ere  carried  cafidvc  £  he  now  took  tyfo 
tribes  within  Jordan,  ^ 

ZO  And  Uoshea  the  sob  of  Elah  made  a  conspiracy  against  Pe« 
kah  the  son  of  Remaliah,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him,  and 
reigned  in  bis  steady  in  the,  twentieth  year  of  Jotham  the  son  of 
Uz:^ah/  The  reason  seems  to  have  been  his  expedition  against  Ju" 
dahf  of  which  we  qftertoard  read  i  and  thus  ej^osing  his  kingdom 

Z\  to  the  ravages  i^the  Jissyriana,  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pe« 
kah,  and  all  that  he  did,  behold,  they  [are]  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

3?  In  the  second  year  of  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  kmg  of 
Israel  beg^  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah  to  reign. 

33  Five  and  twenty  years  old  was  he  when  he  benin  to  t*eign,  and 
he  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mothers  name 

34  [was]  Jerusha  the  daughter  of  Zadok.  And  he  did  [that  which 
was]  right  in  the  sight  of  the  LoRn  :  he  did  according  to  all  that 

iS  his  fistther  Uzziah  had  done.  Howbeit  the  high  places  were  not 
removed  :'  the  people  sacrificed  and  burned  incense  still  in  xht 
high  placis.  He  built  the  higher  gate  of  th^  house  of  tha 
X^n»  .   . 
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$6  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jothani)  and  all  that  lie  did*  Ctt^] 
they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chromcles  of  the  kings  of 

37  Judah  ?  In  those  days  the  Lord  began  to  send  against  Jndah 

38  Rezin  the  king  of  Syria*  and  Pekah  the  son  of  Renaliab,  And 
Jotham  slept  with  his  fathers^  and  was  buried  with  his  iathers 
in  the  city  of  David  his  £BLther  :  and  Ahaz  his  son  reign^  in 
his  stead.  See  2  Chron,  xxvii.  chq/Uer^  and  the  refiecUons   ihtre» 


CHAP.    XVI. 

Compared  with  3  Ckrmdeiee  xxriii. 

7%f  general  character  of  Ahaz  ;  heU  attacked  by  Rexm  and  Pekah^ 
and  Bends  to  Msyriafor  helfi  /  he  adopts  their  idolatry  ;  deaCroya 
she  temfUe  vforshifi  /  and^  dying  inglorioualy^  is  succeeded  by  goad 
IfezekiaA. 

1 

1  T  N  the  seventeenth  year  of  Fekab  the  son  of  Hemaliah  Ahaz 
X  the  son  of  Jotham  king  of  Judah  Isegan  to  reign.  JB^  Am/o^ 
ry  requires  peculiar  atterUion  in  order  to  understand  tkr  firafik* 

3  edes^  esfieciaUy  that  of  Isaiah^  who  Hved  at  this  time,  Twcotj 
years  old  was  Ahaz  when  he  began  to  rei^,  and  reigned  six- 
teen years  in  Jerusalem^  and  did  not  [that  which  was]  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Loan  his  God,  like  David  his  ftther  ;  he  wot 
$he  worst  king  that  Judah  ever  hadj  and  was  the  mare  inexeuaahie 

3  Jbr  having  had  so  good  a  father^  But  he  walked  !n  the  way  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  he  was  as  idolatrous  as  they  ;  yea  and  made  his 
son  to  pass  through  the  fire,  acconSng  to  tha  abommations  of 
the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  cast  out  from  befbtr  the  children  of 
\  4  Israel.*  And  he  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places, 
and  on  the  hills,  and  under  every  green^tre^,  «o^  to  Jeheroah^  but 
to  idols  ;  Or  some  imaginary  deities j  whom  tkey  supposed  inhabitei 
the  graves, 

5  Then  Rezin  king  of  Syria  and,  Pekah  son  of  Rcmaliah  king 
of  Israel  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  war :  and  they  beueged 
Ahaz,  but  could  not  overcome  [him.]  This  was  thejirst  attempt 
to  take  and  plunder  Jerusalem^  but  was  ineffectual^  Isaiah  viL  f, 
God  promised  it  should  not  succeed.      What  JbUowa  seems  to  be 

6  another  expedition,  having  divided  their  forces.  At  that  time  Re- 
zin king  of  Syria  recovered  Elath  to  Syna,  and  drave  the  Jews 
from  Elath  :  and  the  Syrians  came  to  Elath^  and  dwelt  there 

7  unto  this  day.f  So  Ahaz  sent  messengers  unto  TiglathpBeser 
king  of  Assyria,  saying,  I  [am]  thy  servant  and  thy  son  ;  ImU 

•  It  toMklln  ^CkrmieUs  tlmt  he  bornthis  chihlm.   The  wonhip  of  Moledibexaii  i« 

]ud,ih  now.  Whether  the  children  were  burnt,  or  ooly  pasted  between  two  fires. %  was d»- 
aisrned  as  a  kiiKl  of  jrarifkation  or  dedication  to  their  God  Htf  was  the  first  prince  eT  lodA 
who  was  Xniky  of  such  aboratnablo  practicei.  lilEe  the  Onananitct.  His  predscietsora  onij  col* 
cnted  idolatry  ;  but  he  encouraged  it«  and  attended  blmsel£ 

t  This  was  a  port  on  the  Bfed  sea,  which  Ahas's  grandfather  had  recovwed  to  todahf 
and  FW>m  whrnce  they  went  to  the  Indict  ix  gold.  Here  2  Ckrm»  x»rtiL  i««ai.  mj  kt 
property  introduced. 
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Md  mykhgdomky  thy  fitwmr^  and  pay  thee  ttibrae  :  come  up^ 
and  save  me  out  of  the  hand  of  the  khig  of  Sylia,  and  om  oi  tha 

•  hand  of  the  king  of  Israel^  wluch  rise  up  against  me.  And 
Ahas  took  the  silver  and  gold  that  was  found  in  tl\^  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house^  and  sent  [it  for] 

9  a  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  And  the  king  of  Assyria 
hearkened  unto  him :  for  the  king  of  Assyria  went  up  against 
Damascus,  and  took  ity  and  carried  [the  people  of]  it  captive  to 
Kir,  and  slew  Rezin.  ThU  ftreaent  90  Jar  wcceededj  that  he 
made  an  excureieninjbveur  of  Max  j  took  AamaBciu^  and  Blew 
the  kingj  Amo9  i.  3^  5.  and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  Syrian  mori' 
archyj* 

10  And  king  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus,  to  meet  Tiglathpileser  king 
of  Assyria,  to  campHment  hbn  on  hie  eueceaSf  and  to  do  him  horn* 
age^  and  saw  an  altar  that  [was]  at  Damascus,  fohich  struck  hie 

fancy  :  and  king  Ahaz  sent  to  Urijah  the  priest  the  fashion  of 
the  altar,  and  the  pattern  of  it,  according  to  all  the  workmanship 
thereof;  not  only  qf  ita  shape  j  hut  of  all  its  carvings  and  decora-^ 

11  tions.  And  Urijah  the  priest  built  an  altar  according  to  all  that 
king  Ahaz  had  sent  from  Damascus  :  so  \Jrijah  the  priest 
made  [it]  against  king  Ahaz  came  from  Damascus  ;  he  toeakly 
and  wickedly  comp&edf  in  direct  cppodtion  to  the  law  of  God^ 

13  And  when  the  king  was  come  from  Damascus,  the  king  saw 
the  altar :  and  the  king  approached  to  the  altar  and  offered 

13  thereon.  And  he  borot  his  bunit  olFering  and  his  meat  ofTeringt 
and  poured  his  drink  offering,  and  sprinkled  the  blood  of  his 
peace  ofierings,  upon  the  altar.  He  offered  the  sacrifice  appointed 
by  Mosesy  but  in  an  irregular  manner^  and  to  the  wrong  object^ 

14  even  to  the  Syrian  deitiesy  3  Chron,  xxviii.  33.  And  he  brought 
also  the  brazen  altar,  which  [was]  before  the  Lord,  from  the 
forefront  of  the  house,  from  between  the  altar  and  the  house  of 
the  LoROy  and  put  it  on  the  north  side  of  the  altar  ;  put  it  in 

15  the  place  tf  GwsaUar.  And  king  Ahaz  commanded  Urijah 
the  priest,  saying,  Upon  the  great  new  altar  bum  the  morning 
burnt  offering,  and  the  evening  meat  offering,  and  the  king^ 
burnt  sacrifice^  and  hia  meat  offering,  with  the  burnt  offering  of 
all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  their  meat  offering,  and  their 
drink  offerings  ;  and  sprinkle  upon  it  all  the  blood  of  the  burnt 
offering,  and  all  the  blood  of  the  sacrifice,  ail  pvblic  sacrifices  ; 
and  the  brazen  altar  shall  be  for  me  to  inquire  [by,]y^  my  o«p 

16  privtUe  use.  Thus  did  Urijah  the  priest^  according  to  ail  that 
king  Ahaz  commanded. 

17  And  king  Ahaz  cut  oft  the  borders  of  the  bases,  and  removed 
the  laver  from  off  them  ;  and  took  down  the  sea  from  off  the 

*  It  li  taid  in  i  Chrmdcksxvfi^  9  r.  that  A#  htlpei  kimmi;\A%  uxMnt  to  the  king  of  As- 
•TtU  was  a  miachicf  rathar  than  a  bcacfit :  for  thoadb  he  deliveroi  hioi  frcm  DaaMacu*.  ycc 
watt  fra«n  the  Edomitet  or  fhUiscinca.  Me  eahaMtcd  &•  tivatare,  detcrovcd  the  Urarticet*  and 
epened  his  way  to  Judak  So  that»  upea  the  whole,  be  Irh  liim  wone  thaii  he  foand  hiaa,  ea- 
peCiaUy  athehadloac  £lath«  and  with  li  aU  the  £ast  India  trade,  which  soppiicd  them  with 
fold. 

This  accflalng  contradiction  ii  illoscrated  hy  what  happened  In  oar  own  nation.  The  Britona 
eadkd  in  theSuuna  to  help  them  againat  the  Konaaw ;  who  came^  and  anWled  Ch«n  for  a 
waU^iiataBttkt^dOfBiidMiof  thecowmrforthaiQWlfca  at  Jasik 
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brasen  oxtn  tbat  [were]  under  hi  and.pat  it  UpoA  a  patevtetit 
It  of  atones  ;  irUendmg  to  abolish  the  temfiie  wonhifi.      And   the 

covert*  for  the  sabbath  that  tbey^  had  buik  ia  the  hoiiae,aDd  tlie 

king^ft  entry  without,  turned  he  fitxm  the  bouse  of  the  Loai>  for 

the  king  of  Assyria. 
19      Now  the  rest  of  the  acts.of  \bas  which  be  did,  [are]  they  Qdt 

written  in  the  book  of  the  chrootcles  of  the  kings  of  Jadah  ? 
QO  And  Ahaz  slept  with  his  fathers^  and  was  buried  with  hb  &thera 

in  the  city  of  David,  btU  not  in  the  eepukhre  qfthe  kingey  becauM€ 

ofhU  idolatry :  and  Hezekiah  his  aon  teigned  iH  hb  ntcad^ 

REFLECTIONS.t 

■ 

1.  TJEFLECTIONS  on  our  own  impertectiona  and  giiilCf 
XV  should  make  us  candid  and  merciful  to  our  bretbfeiu 
Oded  did  not  take  every  advantage  of  them,  and  treat  them  with 
aeverity.  2  CAron.  xxviii.  9 — 1 1 .  When  we  are  tempted  to  tevengCf 
to  continue  our  enmity,  or  find  ourselves  backward  to  submit  for 
peace  sake,  or  to  make  up  differences,  let  us  ask  ourftelvesy  !•  there  • 
not  vnth  me^  even  with  me,  ihu  against  the  Lord  my  God  fifht  was 
strict  to  marky  or  severe  to  fmrdsh^  vfe  could  not  stand  before  htrrtj  nor 
ansvfer/br  one  sin  of  a  thousand.  His  eyes  are  upon  our  wajrs  ;  he 
loveth  peace  and  mercy  ;  he  hath  judgment  vnthout  mercy  for  him 
that  showethno  mercy ^  James  ii.  13. 

2.  How  fond  are  men  of  their  own  inventions  in  the  worship  of 
God.  Solomon's  altar  was  a  plain  old  fashioned  one.  Ahaz  would 
have  something  new  and  fine  ;  he  wanted  more  show  and  orna- 
ment. This  is  often  the  case  in  christian  churches.  Christ's  insti* 
tutions  are  plain  and  simple,  too  much*  so  for  superstitious  men  9 
they  must  add  sacraments  and  rites  of  their  own,  and  impose  them 
upon  an  worshippers.  All  innovations  are  dangerous,  even  in  the 
circumstantials  of  divine  worship.  Adding  ornaments  to  religious 
services,  is  generally  spcnling  them.  The  nearer  we  keep  to  the 
divine  p>attei*n  the  better. 

3.  The  treachery  and  cowardice  of  Urijah  the  priest  was  highly 
scandalous.  To  ingratiate  himself  wich  the  king,  he  makes  his 
altar,  offers  sacrifices  upon  it,  and  submits  to  those  subversions  and 
profiinations  of  the  divine  appointments,  contrary  to  the  law  of  God^ 
and  his  duty  as  a  priest.  When  those  who  should  reprove  great 
#ien  for  their  sin,  partake  with  them,  or  connive  at  their  irregylac- 
tty,  it  is  a  melancholy  thing.  Let  us  pray  that  our  mtnistKrs  may 
have  more  zeal  and  courage  to  adhere  or  return  to  God's  institutions^ 

*  Tirit  wat  a  canopy  or  doch  of  atiite»wU<iicomvd  th«  ^rooemi  trUcbdte  lelnf  at 
on  the  tabbaih  suid other  public  ROlemuUifs.  and  the  way  to  that  tbrooe»  which  had  tome  pecol- 
Ur  ornMiienci.  These  he  wnr  to  the  king  of  A>iyria«  or  aa  90fne  interpret  it,  he  detacetl 
4he  onuranenrs  and  ttoiti^op  thte  wmt  ;  to  •how  that  ht  wonMhare  no  Aitther  comrtietice  with 
riie  temple.  And  all  thi*wa«dooe  to  ingratiate  him«elf  with  rbr  king  of  Astyria,  Thiiii  thit 
iing  jfAcia.  that  mMtiMVorioatoflendcr  who  never  did  any  fnood,  wfv9  nrverprotperedin  aoy 
arte«pCf  who  shot  op  the  doort  of  God's  house,  who  cat  in  nieCet  the  vessels*  who  bailt  alcars 
mevery  oomer  of  Jerusalem,  and  who  s«crt6oed  to  the  fpods  of  Syria,  choagfa  they  Ooold  fls> 
kelp  the  Syrians  tfaemkeWrs.    This  proved  the  rain  of  him  uid  all  lsraci«  s  C/bMH.  xxvill. 

t  Th#9c  refitctiens  auty  alto  be  read  after  2  Chr9tu  ch»  sxvUL 


! 
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4i  Those  who  hi  UteirdiBti«tsettret|»flBiiim««fi^tlt^ 
are  iLbomfauMf,  and,  it  w  to  he  fetfed^  incimbly  wicked.  TAia  it 
iAmi  king  Ahaz  $  his  name  has  a  mark  of  io&siy  upon  it  Afflic- 
tiofis  are  intended  to  hring  men  to  thoufskt,  to  repeatanco)  and 
amendment ;  hut  if  thejr  are  made  worse  instead  of  better  by  them« 
it  is  a  sign  dT  great  hardness  of  heart,  and  that  they  are  in  the  brottd 
way  to  ruin*  Let  it  be  our  tooeem  to  keep  our  coosciences  tender^ 
to  humUe  oursel'^s  Under  GodU  hand,  and  improTe  our  afiUctions 
aright ;  that  by  the  mmrow  rfthe  amnitnttnee  the  Atari  may  be  made 
Setter* 


CHAP,    XVII. 

The  reign  (if  Itotheag  the  cafitMty  qfihe  ten  tribee^  fir  their  eine^ 
dnd  the  religion  which  their  eucceeeore  in  the  iandeet  ufi* 

1  TN  the  twelfth  year  of  Ahat  kbg  of  Judah  began  Hoshen 

X  the  son  of  Elah  to  reigii  in  Samaria  over  Israel  nine  years.* 

3  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan,  but 

.  not  as  the  kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  htm  ;  he  woe  not  pdie 

90  body  fir  vfejindin  the  hietory  qfHezekiah^  that  he  did  not  hinder 

3  the  fieofilefiom  going  to  Jeruetdem*^  Against  him  came  up  Shal* 
maneser  king  of  Assyriai  the  wnf^  Tfgiath/dleeer  ;  and  Hoshea 
became  his  servant,  and  gave  him  presents,  became  tributary  le 

4  him.  And  the  king  of  Assyria  found  conspiracy  in  Hoshea,  he 
rrfuaed paying  the  tribute :  tov  he  had  sent  messengers  to  So,  or 
Sabacon^  Idne  of  Egypt,  to  aeeist  htm,  and  brought  no  present  to 
the  king  of  Assyria,  as  [he  had  done]  year  by  year :  therefore 
the  king  of  Assyria  shut  him  up,  and  bound  him  in  prison. 

5  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  came  up  throughout  all  the  hn^ 
and  went  up  to  Samaria,  and  besieged  it  three  years  ;  hejiret  tool: 
and  de9troyed  Moabj  to  firevent  any  dieturbancee  on  that  Hde^  ae 

6  we  find  Isaiah  xv.  xvi.f  In  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea  the  king 
of  Assyria  took  Samaria,  and  carried  Israel  away  into  Assyria» 
and  placed  them  in  Hatoh  and  in  Habor  [by]  the  river  of  Gozan^ 
and  in  the  cities  of  the  Medes  ;  but  many  vfere  •till  UJt  in  the  land^ 

7  v>ho  were  afierwards  carried  away  by  hie  eon.  For  [so]  it  waSy 
that  the  children  of  Israel  had  sinned  against  the  Loan  their 
God,  which  had  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  frcon 
lander  the  hand  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  had  feared  other 
gods,  fhisgoodneetin  bringing  them  out  of  Egypt  is  mentioned^  ae 

$  an  aggravation  qftiieir  ingratitude ^J  And  walked  in  the  statutes 

♦  Ttoe  waa  an  totgrresnum  of  ntee  jtan ;  to  lonstiicftwMconftttian  after  UktdnthH^ 
Ftkah* 

t  We  faara  &o  particular  account  of  the  Rlege ;  bat  by  many  of  the  yroohedet  It  ap|mm 
Aat  the  people  were  trr^rrd  very  cnieUf .  The  whole  prophec/  of  }{outk  relates  to  this ;  aal 
also  the  bcfimiiii^  of  JWcah, 
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before  the  children  of  Israel,  and  of  the  kings  of  Israel 
f  'QitY knd  liiade  ;  tkU  rekaew  to  thecatven  nndtkeir  worMfi,  And 
t!ie  children  of  Israel  did  secretif  [thoae]  thhigs  that  [were]  not 
right  against  the  Loan  their  God  ;  tkey  had  secret  r€tirement^ 
for  their  idolatrcut  ^Mrshifi  and  wcked  rite*  /  and  they  built  t]M9D» 
high  places  in  alt  their  ctttes^  from  the  tower  of  the  watcfamen 
to  the  fenced  cit)r,j^rom  the  thefiherdU  lodge^  iohere  comury  peo^ 
fUe  Becured  their  Jtocks  aatd  their  grain^  7%ert  were  great  fnuiH^ 
tudes  qf  ther/tj  aeoree  a  farm  Haithaut  an  highfiiate  fhr  idalatr^^ 

X(s  And  they  set  them  up  imagestmd  gno^s  in  every  high  hill,  and 
under  every  green  tree  ;  woden  imagesj  or  the  idoU  to  which  the 

1 1  grove  woB  dedicated :  And  there  they  burnt  incense  in  all  the 
niga^piaoeS)  cts  Ltutij  tne  neacnen  wnuni  me  liosn  can' feu  away 
before  them  ;  and  wrought  wicked  things  to  provoke  the  Loai> 

13  to  anger:  For  they  served  idols,  whereof  the  Loan  had  said 
unto  them,  Ye  shall  not  do  this^  thing  ;  it  wa$  another  aggraxfa^ 
fion  cf  their  crimey  that  it  wob  contrary  to  the  command  <f  God^ 

13  eaftecia^  08  given  by  a  9ucceHi<m  of  profihetM,  Yet  the  Loas 
testified  ^galnsit  I&rael  and  against  Judah,  by  all  the  propheta, 
Jand  by]  sdl  the  seefS  ftayingt  Turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  and 
keep  my'commandment&  [and]  my  statutes,  according  to  all  the 
law  which  I  commanded  your  fathers,  and  which  I  sent  to  yon 

14  by  my  servants  the  prophets^  Notwithstanding  they  would  not 
hear,  but  hardened  their  necks,  like  a  resty  bullock  that  vdU  not 
hear  the  yoke^  like  to  the  neck  <X  their  fathers,  that  did  not  be- 
lieve in  the  Loan  their  God  j  didnot  believe  Vfhat  Godsaidby  the 

\5  /iro/ihefSy  but  hearkened  to  deceiversJ  And  they  rejected  his 
statute&,  and  his  covenant  that  he  made  with  their  Others,  and 
Ills  testimonies  which  he  testified  against  them  ;  and  they  fol- 
lowed vanity,  and  became  vain,  stufiid^  idle,  and  tmensibley  Bke 
^theniy  and  went  after  the  heathen  that  [were]  round  about  Qiemy 
[concerning]  whom  the  Loan  had  charged  them,  that  they 

)€  should  not  do  like  them.  And  they  left  all  the  commandments 
of  the  Loan  their  God,  and  ntade  them  molten  images,  [even] 
two  calves,  and  made  a  grove,  m  which  lewd  and  abominable  rites 
were  /tracfisedy  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  that  w,  the 

17  atarsy  and  served  Baal,  that  m,  wors/dfified  the  sun.  And  they 
caused  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  pass  through  the  firet 
and  used  divination  and  enchantments,  and  sold  themselves  t» 
do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to  anger  ;  they 
were  aa  inceaaant  and  industriousy  aa  if  they  were  hired  and  receive 

rt  ed  wages  to  do  such  work.  Therefore  the  Lorb  was  very  angry 
with  Israel,  and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight, /romfH^Aofy 
landy  which  was  eafiecially  under  his  eye  and  care  z  there  was  none 

19  left  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only.  Also  Judah  kept  not  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  their  God,  but  walked  in  the  statutes 
of  Israel  which  they  made,  it  was  an  aggravation  of  the  shurf 
Israel  that  they  set  an  ill  example  to  Judah^  and  infected  them  toith 

^  their  idolatry  ;  therifore  both  at  length  vicre  ruined.    And  thr 


.    Lq&d  rejected  all  the  seed  eC  hmeU  «i^d  affiicted  tbemi  imdde« 
Uvered  them  iotq  the  hand  of  spoilersb  until  he'had  cast  them 

31  out  of  his  sight.  For  he  reot  Israel  boxxx  the  hoyae  of  Pavidt  | 
and  they  made  Jerpboam  the  soo  of  Nebat  king ;  and  Jerol:tQam 
drave  Israel  from  following;  the  hozDf  and  made  them  siu  a  great 

t{2  sin.  The  foundation  qf  their  ruin  iv^b  JeroboarrC^  imqi4ty^  Fof. 
the  children  of  Israel  walked  in  all  the.  ws  of  Jeroboam  which 
he  did  ;  they  depaited  not  from  them  ;  not  one  (jf  their  king^  but 

%2  folUmed  the  tmqvity  qf  Jeroboam  ;  Until  the  Loa.n  removed  Israel 
out  of  his  sig$t»  as  he  had  ssdd  by  all  ijjft  servants  the  pro* 
phetSy  who9c  threateninga  they  regarded  not.  So  wai|  Israel  car^w 
ried  away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria  UAto.  t^is  day»  and 
never  returned  any  more*  Thyji  the  kini^dotn  vwi  th^^rtfyed^qfier 
it  had  9ub$isted  dktinct  from  Judah  tvjQ  hundred  aa4  .^fiy  jjotp^ 
year$, 

S4  And  the  kii;ig  of  Assyria  brought  [men]  from  QahyloD»*  and 
from  Cuthah>  a^d  from  Avah^  and  from  Hamatb)  and  firom  Se* 
phai*v£um9  and  pla9ed  [them]  in  the  cities  qf  SaiQAcia  instead  of 
the  children  of  Israel :  and  they  possessed  Samariaf  and  dwelt 
in  the  cities  therepL  The^s  v>ere  inhabitants  t^  Mome  ncuion* 
Vf/ach  he  had  conquered^  vthoaejfideUty  he  au^ected^  and  ther^oxf^ 
made  thia  exchasgtj  and  Jiut  them  intQ  the.  citiea  where  tht;  ten 

25  trihea  formerly  dwelt ^  And  (so]  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  their 
dwelling  there,  [that]  they  feased  not  the  Loa» ;  tbey-djAi^  a% 
much  08  firetend  any  reepectfor  him^  OM  the  lan^eUtea  did :  there- 
fore the  LoRn  sent  lions  among  them^  which  slew  [some]  of 
them ;  which  showed  that  it  vfas  not  for  want  qf^ower  that  G^d 

26  delivered  Ida  profile  cafitive*  Whereibre  they  q^ake  to  the  l^ng 
of  Assyria,  saying.  The  naUons  which  thou  hast  r^mov^  as4 
placed  in  the  cities  of  Samariat  know  not  the  manner  of  the  God 
of  the  land :  therefore  he  hath  sent  lions  among  th^m»  and, 

,    behold,  they  slay  them,  because  they  know  not  the  Okanner  fi( 
the  God  of  the  land.     They  OiCfUght  Jehovah  waa  a  tofiifftl  g^tii 
Uke  tlte  gods  qf  their  country  ^  whose  power  extended  only,  (o  t^r 
%1  ownlan^    Then  the  king  of  A^yria  commanded,  saying,  Carry 
thither  one  of  the  priests  whom  ye  brought  fromtfiencc  »  an4 
let  them  go  and  dwell  there,  and  let  him  teacl^  them  the  man- 
ias ner  of  the  God  of  the  land.    The^  one  of  the  prie^^ts  whom 
they  nad  carried  away  from  Samaria  caxpe  a^d  dwelt  V^  Bethel, 
and  taught  them  how  they  should  fear  the  Loan.    He  wasprob^ 
ably  an  idolatrous  prieist^  by  IdeseUUngtU  fethelj  who  taught  them 
39  the  idolatrous  customs  that  were  practised  there,    Howbeit  every 
natiqa  made  gods  of  their  own,  and  put  [them]  ifK  th^  housM 
of  the  high  places  which  the  Samaritans  had  made,  every  natimi 
in  their  cities  wherein  they  dwelt ;  they  worshipped  their  own 
30  Country  gods^  ms  well  as  the  gods  qf  Israel*    And  the  mei^of 
Babylon  made  Succoth  Benoth,  tabernacles  qfFenuSi  where  yous^ 
fiecfile  prostituted  themselves  m  honour  qf  VenuM^  who  has  her  name 

**It«|Dttfi,faT  hiifai1ngliigmMa«ntlKQce»thatb«wat  MwUogor  aaM<Ni«)i9S 
bss  they  vuckiy  after  rtroltedi  auodfet  spftJUns  9fthou:«vlk 
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Jhm  kence  i  igij  the  men  of  Cuth  made  Nergal,  ^osMeh  «^niC» 
Jhre^  another  name  fir  the  eun^  which  WflM  ftwehiftfied  tauter  dStffet'K 

SI  entjbrma  ^  and  the  XBen  of  Hasou^  lu^e  Aahuaa,  Aixt  tiie 
Antes  made  Nibhaz»  and  Tartak,  and  tbe  Sepharvitea  kufol 
their  children  in  fire  to  Adramm^lech  and  AaaiiuQueleeh«  tfa^ 

Sd  gods  of  Sepbarvaijii :  these  are  different  nameejbr  JMkdech*^ 
they  feared  the  LoBDy  acknowledged  Jehovah  to  he  a  Goeif  gnd 
petfirmed  eome  outward  worahifi  to  hm^^  ieet  thej^  ehotUd  he  de^^ 
etroyed;  and  made  unto  tbemselvea.of  tbe  lowest  of  them  pneats 
of  the  high  ph^s,  which  sacrificed  for  then)  in  the  houses  of 

93  the  high  plaoea.  Thtj  feared  the  Loi^D)  and  served  their  «va 
go^S)  at  the  JeraeUtee  didj  who  worshifified  God  anct  Baal  too^ 
after  the  manner  of  ^e  nationgs  whom  they  carried  away  from 

34  tiienoe>  or^  vAo  carried  them  away  from  thence.  Unto  this  day 
tttey  do  after  thi^  formiier  maan^r^  :  they  fear  no^  the  Loan^ 
neither  do  they  after  their  statutesi  or  after  their  ordinances^  or 
after  the  law  and  commandment  which  the  Lqrd  comx^anded. 
the  children  oif  Jacob,  whom  he.  named  isi:ae^  ;>  they  continued 
the  oame  practices^  a^  were  not  rqformedy  ae  the  Jevm  were  at 
Babylq^t,     The  hUtoriajft  then  takee  notice  ogam  qf  their  duohedU 

$5  ence  and  ingratitude.  With  whom  the  Lorb.  had  made  a  caV'. 
enanfe,  and  charged  them)  iiaying^  Ye  shajl  nol  ffear  other  gods^ 
noi:  bow  yourselves  to  tiic^m,  npr  serye  them,  n^r  sacrifice  to 

$6  them  :  But  the  Lord,  who  brought  you  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  with  grei^t  power  and  a  stretched  out  arm,  him.  ahaQ  ye 
fear,  and  him  shall  ye  worshirp,  and  to  him  sbalji  ye  do  sacrifice. 

S7  And  the  statutes,  and  tl^e  ord^(^ces,  and  the  law,  and*  the  com- 
m^ndmeat,  wl^ich  l^e  wrote  for  you,  ye  shall  observe  to  do  for 

35  evermore  ;  and  ye  shall  not  |bat  other  gods.  Andtbe.cevenant 
that  I  have  made  with  you  ye  shall  not  forget ;  neither  sh^l  y* 
fear  other  gods  ;  thh  wob  the  firincifuU  thing  in  the  covenant^ 

■*  39  But  the  Lord  your  God  ye  shatt^  feai? ;  and  he  shfd}  de^yer  yoa 
out  of  the  hand  of  all  your- enemies.  lyae  ie  refieatedi  to  9ho» 
that  idolatry  woe  ^/irocvoking  sin  i  if  they  hadeerved  the  true  God^ 

40  they  might  have  eecafied  this  calamity.    Howbeit  they  <fid  not 

41  hearken»  but  they  did  after  their  former  manner*  So  tl^e 
nations  feared  the  Lord,  and  served  their  graven  images,  both 
their  children,  and  their  childre9*s  children  8  as,  did  tb^  &therS| 
ao  do  they  unto  tl^is  day •'^ 


s 


REFLECTION. 

£  E  wha^  wretched  work  sin  make^  in  a  Qalaoa.    These  peopte 
bad  all  the  advantages  they  could  have  desh^d  fi:om  miractea 


•  Tliit  medley  of  rrltfton  loted  akwt  tbrer  hvndred  yean;  till  the  temple  wm  b«ntflft 
nonnt  Grriitta,  aiui  the  people  were  broughr  to  woohip  i^  true  God.  They  were  atterwird 
ealled  Samaritam.  Here  dieir  history  cancliidet»  ueve  being  no  account  ainerward  of  whit 
boeame  of  HvcA.   Some  say,  they  were  k>»t  amoog  tbe  nations.   Many  of  thm  no^dool^sci^lcd 


toRcdier,  and  may  sobsist  to  this  day«  probably  among  the  Tartars.  There  are  many  similar 
oms  luiiong  some  of  the  East  Inotaoa.  Wherever  they  went,  they  woold  carry  some  «»• 
kaowMgeoftlietraeOod;  and  as  yamri  dli«e«idhktfistibliBtlK  trntttttsBSehwam 
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•nd  prophets  t  had  foil  evidence  that  Ji^oTah  n^s  the  supreme  tad 
only  God ;  had  great  and  i¥onderful  deliTerances  ;  but  all  had  no 
•ff^.  Though  there  -mm  something  pecufiar  in  their  clrcumalan* 
cei)  at  God  w%s  their  temporal  king,  yet  it  is  an  awfiil  lesson  to  all, 
that  righteinune9%  exalteth  a  mnUm^  secures  the  &vour  and  the  friend-* 
ship  of  God)  and  national  prosperity  ;  but  m  it  lAf  tefitotKb  and 
rum  of  a  fiecfik*  May  we  of  this  nation  take  warning  in  time.  JtH 
ikete  thtng9  bufiftened  Do  tAemJbr  entamfilft^  and  are  writtenjfinf  our 
^uhundHony  on  tntom  9ke  etuk  t^  the  world  ate  cotne. 


CHAP,  xvm, 

JH  Ho^ea  A  19.  the  Lord  eayty  <  Ephrtam  eomfiateeth  me  ahout  witk 
Hen^and  the  h^tae  oflerael  with  deceit^  but  Judah  yet  ruleth  toith 
Oodj  and  i$faitf{fid  vUh  the  saints,*  In  the  last  chqfiter  ve  beheld 
Itrael  in  de90k$tionj  which  vfo*  indeed  a  melancholy  aeene  5  here  we 
have  a  more  ffeaaont  one  ofiening  ufion  ua  ^  we  aee  Judah  in  greai 
frooperityy  under  a  zeahuo  andfdoua  king^ 

1  "^TOW  it  came  to  pass  in  the  third  year  of  Hosheaaon  of 
JJN   Elah  king  of  Israel,  [that]  Hesekiah  the  son  of  Ahaz  kin^ 

H  of  Judah  began  to  reign.  Twelkty  and  five  years  old  was  hm 
when  he  began  to  reign ;  and  he  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years 
in  Jerusalem.    His  mother's  name  also  [was}  Abi,  the  daughter 

3  of  Zachnrtah.*  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  David  his  iktber  f&i ;  he  wom 
agemdne  oon  ofDavid^  a  oeeond  David  in  hi$  dtty^ 

4  He  removed  the  high  places,  which  none  even  of  the  good  kingo 
tf  Judah  had  zeai  and  reoolution  enough  to  doy  and  brake  the  im- 
ages, and  cut  down  the  groves,  which  their fathero  had  multifilied^ 
imd  brake  in  pieces  the  braxen  serpent  that  Moses  had  made,  w^A 
fpos  ft^eoerved  to  keep  up  the  memory  ofthaiftet  .*  for  unto  those 
days  the  chlidren  of  Israel  did  bum  incense  to  iij  a»  to  a  godj  or 
$0  Jehovah  through  thio  medium  j  and  he  called  it  Nehushtan,  m 
mere  piece  ofhraoe^  which  had  no  divifdty  in  itj  no  power  or  okiU  to 

'  5  he^  them.  Hetrustedin  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  tfytefnof^  anf 
Joreign/brce  j  so  that  after  him  was  none  fike  him  among  all  the 
kings  of  Judah,  nor  [any]  that  were  before  him,  tince  the  Jdng^ 

6  dome  were  divided,  ^or  he  clave  to  the  Lord,  [and]  departed 
not  from  following  him,  but  kept  his  commandments,  which  the 
Loan  commanded  Moses :  heperoevered  in  it^  and  woo  not  like 

f  oome  othertf  who  began  weHy  butfeU effailaiet*  And  the  Lon» 
was  with  him  ;  (^md]  he  prospered  whithersoever  he  went 
forth :  and  he  rebelled  agfdnst  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  served 
him  not;  heea/UtffhioaMbiectknt^kha^whichthtlAngi^Aeayria, 

•  Tbia  m  iirabaMy  that  ZadiariahwholiaAtofivMiiiiMneeiaUsBiah'^riaietolM«|i 
^mmad3%   Hkfiwiia»lltir<wititte>iJanyht»kccpl|e«^^ 


•  e^MreSfllknf  •mjHeonDtBtiwPbilistiiies,  t^Ao  in  1A<  Hfjiuqf 
Mta  imdteized  <m  lAeJhoiuiiir*  t^  Ivael,  [even]  unto  Gaq^  bii4 
thft  btwdcn  thweog  &o«  tb«  Um«>  (^  tbe  w^tchmefi  to  Uw. 
ficncad  dty.' 
•>  AnditcBroDW  peei  in  tbe  feuitii  year  of  king  Hezeluah* 
iritkh  [was]  the  Mveoth  ]t«ar  of  tlo^hca  bob  qf  £lab  kin^  o^ 
ISFMlt  [that]  ShaJnuBBcwr  king  of  Assyria  canie  u^  againat 

M  Sunaritit  and  besieged  it.  Avd  M  ^a»  end  of  ttiree  years  tbej* 
took  it :  [even]  in  lite  aisth  year  of  Hev^iahi  that  [is]  tba 

1 1  nimh  year  of  Hoahea  king  of  Israel,  Samaria  was  taken.  .\od 
the  kiB(>  of  Anym  4iA  carry  avay  Isrse^  unto  AtsytMi  M>d  yam 
them  in  Halah  and  in  Habor  [by]  the  river  of  Gozan,  and  io  the 

la  citiesoftheMedestBECfiasetheyobeyed^otthe  voice  of  theLoKD 
their  God,  but  transgressed  his  covenant,  [and]  all  that  Moses 
theicrvaatof  the  LoKD-commaadcdi and  would iwth;eai:[tb«iD^ 
nqir  do  [them.] 

IS  Now  in  tbe  fourteenth  year  of  king  Heaekiah  did  Sennac^e* 
rib  king  of  Assyria  come  up  against  all  the  fenced  ciiies  of  ju- 

14  dalh  and  took  them-  And  Hezekioh  king  of  Jt^ab  sent  to  the 
king  of  Assyria  to  I^achiab,  sayingi  I  hare  oAndcd ;  return 
froni  me  :  that  vhich  thou  putteit  on  me  will  I  bear.t     And 

■  tbi»  kiog  (rf  Aisyria  appoiDted  unto  Hezckiah  king^  of  Jud|h 
l|hr«<  haadred  oileMs  of  sitveri  and  thirty  talents  of  gold  ;  above 

tA  lw*/ttmdi>tdtmdJ^tvi&ou9andflinind»,  Asd  Heielsiah  kad  ngt 
coin  ntfftneru,  and  thextfo^  gave  [hitn]  fU  tbe  silver  that  was 
fcMBd  in  tbe  bouts  of  tbe  LoBi,  a«d  in  l^e  tfefnures  of  the 
Ut)g*s  hoscM  ;  i«  liougit  U  vat  bfUtr  to  tak»  tbne  tiungt,  {%i 

H  *'tfer  lAr  tiiy  and  tcmfdt  to  be  ^tundttrad.  At  tli,at  ti^e  did  He- 
Bckiah  cut  off  [tbe  goldErom}  the  doors  of  the  tesnple  of  the 
LoKBs  and  [f^ra]  the  pillars  fl)bi«h  Kfiiikiah  liipg  «f  Judth 
bad  averkid,  and  gave  it  to  tb6  kin^f  of  Aseyri*. 

Yt  XaA  tJw  kiRg  of  Assyria  sent  Tavt«n,  and  Rabsarii^  wd  Bat>- 
diakefai  (Am  tH^^f  eafliaint,  fran  L<Bchtsb  to  king  3esekialt  vith 
•  great  it«st  agaioit  Jeruaalent)  taJrigAien  tham,  and  tngagt  them 
tv  nrmder.     And  they  wait  up  and  c«Bie  to  JeruBalcm.     /^nd 

:     wWntbeywrpecame  up,  they  came  and  stood  by  the  condivtof 

-     tiM  Mpper  pool,  which  \ii\  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller's  field. 

M  And  vhfx  tbey  had  called  to  the  kmg^  sba/  14,  demanded  au^- 
^ntr*^timfHfXtkiait,MtiAinlii»gU  mj*  (0  go  fdmteff,  »ttU  three 
tUtf  qffieen  iQ  A»tr  *a/ai  ihey  had  10  «»y  ;  oNf/ then;  faipe  oqt  to 
thewi  £l>aklrathe  sonofHilkiah,  ^hicli  [was]  over  tha  bougf- 
boJdi  and  t^bna  the  scribe,  and  Josh  ^e'  son  qf  Asaph  the  rc- 
c«rder  i  ftpviaiiii  that  Jt»a^h  who  lurote  to  juany  exftiiftit  pt^m: 

Vk  AnA  RilMhakeh,  wAa  nw*  the  chief  tfieaker^  aid  ugto  tlievi 

■  lit  1  OrnitUi.  tXap.  skU.  tkroniboat,  k  t.  vare  (4t  ueogat  oC  KcicluUij  «Uch 
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oi  Assyria)  What  confideiKe  [is]  this  wherein  thou  trusicst  x 
.SO  Thou  sayest,  (but  [they  are  but]  Yain  words,)  [I  have]  coisisel 
Atid  strength  for  the  war.  Now  on  whom  dofiit  l(bim  trudty  thift 
thou  rebeUeat  against  me  I  This  showed  the  kighf%i pridcyinM^ 
Unct'y  andfahehood^  conndering  the  pre^entt  vfhich  Hexekiah  had 

SI  nent  him.  Now,  behold>  thou  trustest  upon  the  staff  of  this 
braised  reed)[evett]  upon  Egypt,*  on  which  if  a  man  lean^  it  will 

*  f^  Into  his  hand>  and  pierce  it :  so  [is]  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt 
unto  all  chat  thist  on  him,  tike  one  of  the  reed9  en  the  hankk  qf'Om 
JViie  ;  v>hich  would  not  only  dkafifttunt  him^  hy  kf^oking  tmder 

K  hi^j  hut  the  ^fUintcrs  would  run  into  hie  hand  and  wound  hinu 
But  if  ye  say  unto  me.  We  trust  in  the  Loan  our  God :  [is]  not 
that  he,  whdse  high  places  aad  whose  altars  Hex^ah  hadk 
taken  away^  and  hath  said  to  Judah  and  Jcmwlem,  Ye  shall 
worship  before  this  altar  in  Jerusalem  I  Ae  to  the  pnjfeeman'qf 
religion  ^nd  truat  in  God^  on  which  he  knew  they  ehiefiy  reMedy  he 
iells  them^  that  Hezekiah  had  little  reason  to  truat  in  thaty  corrnkter" 
tng  how  he  had  deatroyed  Ma  altarsy  high  placea,  and  grovea  :  thus 
refireaenting  the  beat  act  qf  Hezekiah'a  Hfcj  aa  a  idee  and  wicked* 

93  neaa.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  give  pledges  to  my  lord  the 
king  of  Assyria,  and  I  will  deliver  thee  two  thousand  horses,  if 
thou  be  able  on  thy  part  to  set  riders  upon  them ;  tf  he  would 
etake  the  price  of  two  thouaand  horaea^  he  woiddjumiah  them^  if 
Hezekiah  could  find  riderafor  them  :  thua  refireaenting  him  aa  dea» 

24  titute  of  men  andarma.  How  then  wilt  thou  turn  away  the  face 
'  of  one  captain  of  the  least  of  my  master's  servants,  and  put  thy 
trust  on  Egypt  for  chariots  and  for  horsemen  I  Intimating  that  if 
with  theae  horaea  he  waa  able  to  defeat  one  qfthe  Aaayrian  cafttminaf 
he  would  letrve  him  to  himaelfy  and  retire  to  hta  own  country  :  ijf 
noty  how  inuch  leap  could  he  atand  agoinat  all  the  Aaayrian  army^ 

tS  though  he  had  aU  the  cavalry  if  Egypt  by  him  ?  nay  he  ^dda^  Atek 
I  now  come  itp  without  the  Ijould  against  this  place  to  destroy 
it  ^  The  Lord  said  to  me,  Go  up  against  this  land,  and  dcstFO^ 
it ;  urging  that  he  hadacomndaaionfrom  Jehovah  himaefto  deatroy 
iti     Thia  he  thought  would  terrify  ^^^^  ^<^c  <^^  ^^V  thing  elae^ 

iS6  and  it  aeema  to  have  had  that  effect.  Then  said  Eliakim  the 
8D|i  of  Hilkiah,  and  Shebna,  and  Joah,  unto  Rabsbakeh,  Speak» 
I  prky  thee,  tq  thy  servants  in  the  Assyrian,  language  ;  ^  wfc 
understand  [it :]  and  talk  not  with  us  in  the  Jews'  languaga 
in  the  ears  of  the  people  that  [are]  on  the  wall.  TheBebtw 
pienipotentiariea  perceiving  that  the  people  were  JrightefiedWy  theae 
bluatering  worda^  deeire  him  to  apeak  in  the  Aaayrian  or  Chaldee 

S7  languagcy  which  they  underatood.  But  Rafasliakeh  said  unto  themt 
Hath  my  master  sent  me  to  thy  master,  and  to  thee,  to  speak 
these  words  I  [bath  he]  not  [sem  me]  to  the  men  which  sit  on 
the  wall,  thsEt  they  may  eat  their  own  dung,  and  drink  their  own 
|M88  with  you  I  He  anaweray  in  a  very  acornful  manner j  that  he 

^  PiWnbly  lleseknh  1mdfMde«Miieiiropoists  to  tbe  king  of  lEigyV^f  ^^  w*  reproved 
«fd  orciroka  by  liahh.   Sec.ibe  iH^aniath  wA  thirty  fine  chaycert  oi'  is€iah. 


itm  not  ctMe  t6  treat  9ii^  them^  but  io  Ex  ^fletftU  ktM$  to  ^Mai 
extremky  he  would  rcdutit  them  hy  a  tiiegey  if  they  did  not  nor* 
render^ 

ta      Then  Rabshakek  stood  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  in  th£  Jcwaf 

•   bnguagej  and  spake,  say ing^Hear  the  trord  of  (he great  kia^^tlie 

Jung  of.  Assyria  ;  instead  qf  addremfig  to  the  pUfd/iotentiaries^ 

he  ndsee  hie  voice^  tmd  addreoBce  the  Jieofile  oa  the  ioally  meanly 

99  efideavowrimg  to  Uir  them  iifi  to  mutiny  ond  dkindon  :  Thus  saith 
:  the  king)  L^  not  Hesekiah  deceive  you  :  for  he  shall  not  be 

50  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand  :  Neither  let  Hesekiah  make 
you  trust  in  the  Loan,  saying^  The  Loan  will  sorely  deBver  us* 
and  this  city  shall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  kin^  of 
Assyria  ;  rotating  agoinU^fiowerqf  his  kingj  and  the  vetdtneoo 

31  ^  Hezekiah.  Heaiiien  not- unto  He^iekiah :  for  thus  aaith  the 
I  king  of  Assyria,  Make  [an  agreement]  with  me  by  a  present, 
and  come  out  to  me,  and  [then]  eat  ye  every  roMgtk  of  his  own 
vine,  and  every  one  of  his  fig  tree,  and  drink  fe  tytrj  one 
of  the  waters  of  his  cistern ;  you  had  better  surrender  ufiott  ad* 
•vantageoue  conditioner  and  tmete  the  oweeta  qffieOce  andftlenty  r 

ei  Until  I  oome  and  take  you  away  to  a  land  like  your  own  laiui,  a 
land  of  com  and  wine,  a  land  of  bread  and  vineyards,  a  land  c»f 
oilolive  and  of  honeys  that  ye  may  live,  and  not  die  i  and  hearken 
not  unto  Heankiah,  when  he  persuadeth  you  saying,  The  LotkB 
will  deliver  us.  Jtle  vouid  remarve  them  to  a  better  country  than 
t/ieir  own  ;  but^  becauee  he  thought  the  chief  thing  to  encourage 
them  to  hold  outi  would  be  confidence  in  Godj  he  urges  the  vanity 
(^  euch  exftectatione^  and  every  arguthent  he  toae  master  ofj  to 

tS  /lersuade  them  from  that*  JEIath  any  of  the  gdds  of  the  nations 
delivered  at  aU  his  land  oUt  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria  ? 

S4  Where  [are]  the  gods  of  Hamath,  and  of  Arpad  ?  where  (are] 

the  goda  of  Sepharvaim,  Hena,  and  Ivah  ?  have  they  delivered 

^  Samaria  out  of  mine  hand  ?  urging  the  inability  ^  the  god*  iff 

those  nationsy  which  his  master  had  conquered^  to  deliver  them. 

35  Who  [are]  they  among  all  the  gods  of  the  countries,  that  have 
delivered  their  country  out  of  mine  hand,  that  the  Loan  should 
deliver  Jerusalem  out  qf  mine  hand  ?  challenging  them  to  uhov 
one  instance  ^  a  god  being  able  to  deliver  his  country^  when  the 
king  his  master  invaded  it,    A  good  argument  indeed^  {f  Jehovah 

36  had  been  like  them.  But  the  people  held  their  peace,  and  answer- 
ed him  not  a  word  :  for  the  king's  commandment  was,  saying, 
Answer  him  not.     This  was  a  wise  and  pious  silence  /  they  wotdd' 
gam  no  advantage  by  their  answers^  and  only  provoke  him  to  utter- 

o7  further  blasfihendes.    Then  came  Eiiaktm  the  so^  of  Hilkiah,. 

which  [was]  over  the  household,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  Josh 

the  son  of  Asaph  the  recorder,  to  Hezekiah  with  Ctheir]  clothes 

rent,  and  told  him  the  words  of  Rabshakeh.     ney  returned, 

•     to  hezekiah  with  their  clothea  rent^  like  mourners  on  account  qf 

,    Iiabshakeh*s  rage  and  bUc^hemy^  and  the  terrors  tf  the  people*^' 


*  fn  1taie\  X.  9t.  we  Inve  ati  acconnt  of  the  terror  %»liic1i  fStit  ptofite  wen  wAuA  vH^  * 

Atsjrta  bad  coo^iwrtfL 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1.  ^ICTE  hence  karti,  when  we  are  entering  on  new  stttions  of 
V  V  I1&9  that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  begin  well.  Hese- 
kiah  did  so.*  In  the  first  year,  and  first  month,  though  Judah  was 
brought  low,  yet  his  first  work  was  to  restore  God's  worship.  He 
knew  thi$  was  the  Way  to  please  him  and  secure  his  &Tour  ; 
and  therefore  immediately  set  about  it.  When  young  people  set 
pMt  in  life,  and  are  entertng  on  new  scenes  of  action,  they  should 
take  God  with  them,  and  engage  he^ly  in  his  service.  Those 
who  begin  with  God,  begin  at  the  right  end,  and  are  likely  to  suc- 
ceed. 

2.  Great  courage  and  resolution  are  necessary  for  those  who 
would  reform  mankind.  Notice  is  taken  of  Hezekiah's  zeal  and 
resolution,  anid  hi&  tnaHng  in  the  Lord,  They  have  need  of  great 
courage  when  the  timed  are  degenerate,  when  religion  is  at  a  low 
ebb,  axul  corrupticMis  are  generiu.  But  if  they  trust  in  the  Lord,  and 
cleave  to  him,  they  may  expect  success,  and  often  meet  with  less 
^Dfficulty  than  they  expected,  as  in  Hezekiah*s  case.  That  may  be 
done  suddenly,  which  we  despaired  of  doing  at  all.  This  should 
engage  us  resolutely  to  appear  and  act  for  God,  and  put  our  trust 
in  him  alone. 

3.  All  occasions  for  superstition  and  idolatry,  and  things  that  have 
been  abused  to  that  purpose,  should  be  taken  away,  as  Hezekiah 
did  the  brazen  serpent.  The  reformers  made  great  use  of  this  in- 
stance. ;  insisting  that  it  waa  necessary  to  destroy  images  and  cruci* 
fixes,  which  had  been  abused  in  the  times  of  popery  ;  and  even  to 
abolish  those  ceremonies,  which,  though  not  in  themselves  sinful* 
had  yet  been  shamefully  used  to  bad  purposes.  Many  others  with 
great  justice  have  urg^  the  same  objection  against  retaining  ^e 
sign  01  the  cross  in  baptism^  which  had  been  abiued  by  superstition; 
juad  kneeling  at  the  Lord's  supper,  which  had  been  an  act  of  Tdola* 
try  in  adoring  a  piece  of  bread.  It  would  have  been  better  if  these 
tlungs  had  been  quite  removed,  or  left  indifferent. 

.  4.  It  becomes  the  greatest  and  best  of  men  to  own  the  hand  and 
justice  of  God  in  national  a£Bictbns.  Whtr^we  the  wrath  of  the 
JLorid  fPOB  i^on  Judah  and  Jerumtem^  und  he  hath  delivered  them  to 
iroubUj  to  oMtonUHmentj  and  to  hiuing^  om  ye  oee  wth  your  eyee,  jPbr« 
ip,  our  Others  haveJaUen  by  the  eword^  and  our  aone  and  our  dough* 
iera  and  our  vnveo  are  in  ea/utvityjor  this^  2  Chron.  xxix.  St,  9r  Thef 
were  not*  to  lay  the  blame  on  the  Israelites,  the  Assyrians,  or  tiie 
Philistines  ^  but  on  their  own  sins.  God  was  righteous  in  all  that 
befel  them.  A  sense  of  this  will  promote  humility  and  zeal  in  re* 
wrmation. 

5.  When  there  has  been  a  deep  degeneracy  in  the  church,  the 
fenewal  of  a  solemn  covenant  may  be  of  great  service.  This  was 
oommon  in  the  Old  Testament :  in  the  time  of  Jehoiada,  and  cC 
Sezekiah  here  ;  and  Nehemiah  afterward.  This  affects  the  mind 
greatly,  prevents  it  ^wing  worse,  or  being  discouraged  by  little 
difficulties  ;  whenw^hmte  owonu  9§ 4hati ho Ukiiy  ioJiafirm  H. 

Vol.  m.  Yf 
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6.  In  aB  our  endeavourfto-npctify  •Qnehest  the  word'  of 
ibould  be  regarded  as  our  rule.  They  sanctified  themselves  by  tiM- 
^ord  or  jcpjnmandmcnt  of  the  Lord.  His  word  is  very  pii«e«  mxkL 
shows  us  what  things  defile  uSi  and  what  are  our  ornaments  ancf 
dj^fencc.  To  this  let  us  adhere^  if  we  desire  to  be  holy  and  unblamc'-- 
able  in  his  sight.  Let  us  tiiist  to  no  external  rites  ;  fer  the  blood  of. 
€hrist)  and  the  influences  of  the  spirit,  can  alone  purify  the  heart, 
and  cleanse  us  &Qni  all  sin. 

7.  We  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  when  a  spirit  of  refonnatiozi 
and  dtivotion  are  abroad ;  especially  where  we  have  been  ixi  any 
ivvay  iostrurxH^ntal  to  promote  It.  Hezekiah  rejoicad  to  see  his  ex- 
hortation  regarded,  and  this  good  work  going  on.  Let  us  rejoice 
when  magistcaies  and  ministers-  do  tibieir  part ;  when  aboundiiig^  in" 
i^ulty  is  suppressed  i  and  decayed  piety  and  charity  revived. 

9,  The  hand  and  grace  of  God  are  to  be  oi^med  in  preparing  the 
"Vay  for  It.  -^ind  Hezekiah  rejoiced^  and  ail  the  fieofilcy  that  God  had 
firefmred  the  p.eotile^  2  Chron.  xxix.- 16.  When  men  sttcceedy  or  are 
intent  and  resolute  in  a  good  work,  it  is  the  Liord^s  doing.  Wfaea. 
church  work  goes  on  vigorously,  and  reformation  spread  let  hia^ 
liave  the  praise,  v)ho  worketb  in  men  Both  to  mH  and  to  do  accordhtg^ 
io  Ma  own  gQodfiUa>aure» 
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JP>  have  Here  fflereJHah^  message  to  Isaiah^  and  the  answer  ;  Senna-' 
cherib^s  blctaflhemotia  letter  ;  Hezekiah^a  humble  prayer  ;  Isddf^a 
'  comfortable  firc^ihecy  in  hia  Jbvotir  ;    and  the  wondtrful  accom'- 
'  filishment  of  it. 

I    A  ^^^  h  ca«w  tb  ptss  when  kiVig  He»eki«flT  heard  [ft,!  r)l»f 

•  jTjl:  i*n  the  n»9rd9  iff  Reib9hakehy  in  the  iaat  chafiteTy  that  he  T€Bf 
his*  clothes,  atnl  eorered  hinrtelf  with  sackck>th,  aiid  went  iiit«^ 

d  the  house  of  the  LoRt>)  with  great  humSkaimt  andavrrow.    And 
he  «cnt  EliaWiw,  whkh  [was]  over  the  household,  and  Sbebna 

•  the  acfftc)  and  the  elders  of  the  priests,  covered  wWi  sackdoth^ 
#1  the  aame  hnbHa  ryfrnoterrring^  tta  himaeif^  to  isahih  the  ptovhct 

5  the  son  of  Amoz.    And  they  said  unto  him,  Thus  aaith  Hcae- 

•  kiah,  TWs  day  [\sj  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of  reboke,  and  hlasphe-' 
*'    TAyr  Gad'-hnth  teatijled  Ma  dtaftfeaartre  ofahmt  na^  and  at^pered 

•  the  enemy  to  dlaafthente  •  forthe  children- are  eeme  tb  thebhtbi 
*  •  and  [there  is]  not  strength  tobring  forth ;  their  atrengdtwaa  quite 
•4-  gafie  fit  a  eriikai  mommfy  when  they  wanted  it  moai,     ft  may  he 

the  Lord*  thy  God  will  hear  all  the  word»  of  Rabshakefa,  whom 

the  king  of  Assyria  his  master  hath  sent  ta  reproach  the  livhg 
,     God ;  and  wHl  reprove  the  words'  which  the  Loitn  thy  God 

lath  heard  ;  wiH  ao  take  notice  of  them  aa  to  fiumah  them  rthe  toe 
i  dhaolatroh  of  the  ten  tribea  had  filled  them  with  greae  terror  f 
^   wherefere  lift  up  [thy]  prayer  for  the  remnant  diatare  left  ;for 

JterA,  thtf^fhefynr^  mt  be  carried  awotjitttfitwey  Wte  hratS 
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their  g«ds  iato  the  five  ;  intkh  thgy  Ihafmidto  wwto^  ikam 
thgy  have  done^  they  hoot  prevailed  trver  other  gode  :  ^dt  tiief^ 
(were]  no  ffods»  but  the  iroi^k  «f  mcii^i  hands,  wood  asd  stone  » 
19  therefofe  mty  have  destrofed  thtra.    Now  therelbre,  O  Loao 
our^God,  I  beaeeeh  thee,  save  thou  us  out  of  his  haad^  tfaad  all 
the  kingdomtof  the  earth  ma]^  know  that  tiieu  [art]  ^   Lonl 
God,  [even]  thouoniy  ;  dietinguUh  tk^et^fnmiMiexttmL^ham 
that  ihou  a^rt  the  only  Uvmg,  andirue  QcA 
90      Then  Isaiah  the  «m  cf  Amos  seat  toiIfeiekiahf^^ma»#M» 
'"      gere  firoSM^  came  whUe  he-  woe  fteaymg  in  the  iemfde^  sayiag^ 
Thua  saith  the  Lofd  God  pi  krael,  {That}  which  thou  haal 
prayed  to  no  against  Senoaoherib  king  of  Assyria  I  have  heard. 
%l  Thb  [is]  the  word  that  tilie  Loan  haih  s^ken  concemia^  him  ^ 
.  he  ekganUy  atUreeeee  him$effto  the  kmg  of  Aeeiytia  f  The  virgin 
the  danghtef^ZioOi  the.  ufifier  pavt  of  the  cUy^  which  was  coiled' 
Zkffh  ha^  despised  thee,  E^^nd]  laughed  thee,  to  scorn*  the  dang^-. 
ter  of  Jerosalein  halh  shaken  her  hea^  at  thee  ;  the  ipwer/iartf 
coiled  Jeruaalemy  kmgAedi  and  efioolc^  their  headw    Thie  ia  a  pro^ 
fihetical  teftreeentation.  qf^nhat  vtauid  ae  certainly  be^a%i^  it  vwse 
92  already  fiaet*    Whom  hast  thou  reproaehed  and  bkspfaemcd  ? 
•ad  agrinst  whom  hast  thou  exaked  [thy]  Toioet  and  lifted  up 
thine  eyes  on  high  2  [even]  against  the  Holy  [Ooejof  Jasael  ; 
agawut  hut  vifinite  exteiienay^  iiho  hoe  apettdaar  regard  to  Jbraei. 
93.  By  thy  mesaengera  thou  ]»st  reproached  the  Loais  and  hast 
. .  aaU*  With  the  nuititodeLof  my  chaciets  I  aija  ^oibe  up  to  the 
height  of  the  mountains,  to  the  sides  of  Lebanon^  apid  wiil  cut 
down  thetaH  cedar  trees  thereof:  [ttaid]  the.  choice  fir  trees 
thereof  I  and  I  will  eafterinto  the  lodgiB^^  of  hb  borders,  [an«| 
.14  into]  the  forest  of  Ua  GoEnael.^  I  have  digged  aauidsMnk  stcange 
*Wtistrtki  Ictmhqx)e^fiiodfani^vmttr  ^Aere  tiu^.^ne^ 
ahomltkitna  none  g  ptrhupeMama^  imtmdi^iteaihantar  oa  Heze' 
f.iciaii^oiopping^  t^p  thejbuntmm  $  and  with  the  sole  of  my  feet 
.o  ahajvm I.dHed up aU. the  rivnsa of  besieged  plaocB ^  or  as  some 
Mf     ntndmriiylhmiodriadf^th^rispeTe^Sgi^yialcmilmrJ^ 
'     ^as  iMiy  aa  ^thmr  rixfere^vmre  dried  Mp^  iea.  six.  6b  IThen/oUom 
.gft  Sik/mMide^^ikl'imammm'.toMtiieentfayhomii.  Ut^ 
i ,    hoatdhmg  agOi.^how]  I  hasre  dqne  it,  [and]  qS  antieat  times. 
!j  thf^Xhasie'filnweij^it  I  now  have.  1  brought  it  to  pass»  tiiat  thou, 
i\r   ahouldat*  be  to  lajh<  waste  .fenced  cities  £inlo]  niinoiis  heaps  ; 
V  .   whatisxthie  to  vfhat  I  kava  dme^  who  haaie  dried*  ^p, the  aeaf 
'  >.e9^cmMtikmhmedaaa  whal.^hou^Jnmt^  hut  hy  my pemer and 
My  hrip  I  Jde&pfiradtkemtothag  ^Thfv^oo&theichihafaitantewere 
of  small  power ;  they   were  ^smayed  and  confounded  ;  they 
^    w»te  [as]  the  grass  qf  thp  fictd>  and  [as]  the  green,  herb,  fas] 
the  gvaas  on  the  house  tops,  and  [as  corn}  blasted  before  it  be 
.     grawvi  up;  tihti  hofit  on/y  been  an  rnstrumeHtin  iny  hond^th^ 
^f^' rod  of  none  angler^  loa.  ^.  5.  But  I  know  thyabod^  u^d^^f 
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flying  OQt  tad  thy  cQHUDg  itu  mid  thy  lige  against  «ie  9  «^/  rAy 

ft  cmurivanees  ^igairat  my  peoflfe,  Because  thy  rage  agaioat  m^ 
and  thy  tumult  is  come  \ip  into  mine  et^ra^  the  voice  qfthy  threats 
ffiingn  and  thine  armie^^  therefore  I  will  put  my  hook  in  thy 
nose,  and  my  bridle  in  thy  llpa^  and  I  will  turn  the^  back  by  the 
way  by  which  thou  earnest,  ae  eatily  at  a  man  utm*  andpuUa  tfitt 
aftA  thm  hangs  on  hh  hook,  or  a  rider  turns  his  horse^s  heqd  ttritik 

$9  a  bridle^  And  this  [shall  be^  a  sign  unto  thee  \  not  ^  si^  of 
their  ensuing  dettoertof^ey  for  that  cqme  imfnediatety  ;  but  a  sign 
of  GotTs  care  <f  ^  fieofiie,  and  his  favour  toward  them  |  Ye 
shall  eat  thi^  year  such  things  as  grow  of  themselves,  and  ip  th^ 
second  yeav  that  wM<ih  apringeth  of  the  same  ;  and  in  the  thir4 
year  sow  ye,  imd  reap,  ^d  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  frmt 
thereof.  When  Sennacherib  tixis  gwft  they  were  afraid  <^fandne  | 
his  army  hapittg  eaten  ufi  or'  trodden  down  tf^e  com  9  but  Jhere 
war  enough Jtr  ihi*  year  and  the  next^  wMch  'was'  She  sabbhtiafl 
year,  qnd  the  third  they'  should  go  on  with  their  usuaf  husbandr^^ 

SQ  andfwosfier,  ^qd  ^he  remnant  that  is  escaped  of  the  house  of 
Ju^h  shall  yet  agajn  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fhiit  up« 

^      ward  ;    the  inhabitants  Shalt  have  firm  fioasessi&n  of  the  country^ 

31  and  increase  ^nd  multifdy  t^  r/,  For  out  of  Jerusalem  shall  go 
ibrth  a  reninant,  and  they  that  escape  out  of  mount  Zion  ;  those 
that  are  shut  ufiin  the  siege  shall  go  firth :  the  3seal  of  the  Lofin  [of 

32  hosts]  shall  do  this ;  rra/^A/«A<mo9^a9t«fA(>^ee/i/e.  Therefore 
thus  saith  the  L|0Rp  concemh^g  the  king  of  Assyria,  whom  you 
at  present  fiOTy  He  shall  not  come  into  this  city,  not  make  one 
qttack  upon  it^  nor 'shoot  an  arrow  there,' i^or  conie  belbre  it  with 

S3  shield,  nor  cast  a  bank  against  it.  By  the  way  that  he  came» 
by  the  same  shaU  ^e  refumi  and  shall  not  come  into  this  cit^, 

34  saith  tbe  Loan.  For  I  ^ill  defend  this  city,  ^o  save  it,  fpr  nline 
own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David^s  sake  i  fbr  the  sake  <fmy 

,  power  qnd  mercy^and  relation  to  this  people,  and  especiaUy  toDavid^ 
whose  piety  I  rememb^,md  to  whom  I  have  promised  a  sutcesfor. 

35  And  it  came  to  |iaas  that  night  in  whici^  the  promise  w$s  ikade^ 
that  the  angel  of  the  Loan  went  out,  and  smote  in  the  eamp  of 
the  Assyrians  an  hundred  four  score  and 'five  thousand  ;  he 
destroyed  tdi  the  army  that  wds  encamped  about  Jerusalem,  prob* 
ably  by  a  pestilential  wind,  under  the  direotiort  ofqn  angel  i  these 

"^  libeirt  common  in  this  country  ;  and,  at  travellers  inform  us,  sometim^o 
descry  a  vMe  caravan  at  once  (  it  is  called  in  v.  7.  a  blast  t  and 
When  they  arose  early  in  the  morning,  behold,  they  [wer^  all 

36  dead  GoqMes.*  So  Sennacherib  king  cf  Assyria  departed,  and 
vfent  and  returned,  and  dwelt  in  Nineyeh,yW  of  shame,  confu^. 
sion,  and  distraction  qf  thought  ;  and  in  revenge  he  destroyed 

37  many  tfthe  Jews  there.  And  he  became  so  hateful  to  his  fte>ple 
on^^^&imfy,  rAorit  cametopass,  as  he  wi^s  worshipping  ii^  the 
house  of  Nisroch  his  god,diat  Adraminelech  and  Shareaer  hia 
sons  smote  him  with  the  sword :  and  they  escaped  into  the 
land  of  Armenia.  And  Esarhaddon  his  son  reigned  in  bU 
i|tead« 
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REFLECTIONS. 

t.  TpRAYER  is  the  T>est  rc&igc  of  good  men  in  every  time  of 
Xr  4ifBculty  and  oppression.  Hezekiah  prayed  himself  and 
sent  to  Isaiah  m  pray  for  him  and  for  the  pec^e.  Their  enemies 
endeavour  to  frighten  them  from  it,  aa  Rabshakeh  did  Hezekiah, 
laying,  Where  is  your  God  ?  But  he  is  the  first  and  last  resort  of 
^ood  men ,  when  heavy  sdHictiona  come  ypon  them,  when  the  id- 
iercst  of  religi^B  is  at  the  lowest  ebb)  when  difficultieft  insumiouiit- 
^ble  cone,  then  is  the  time  for  prayer :  in  th^  mqunt  of  danger  the 
I^rd  if  9een.  It  is  a  comfort  th.at  they  can  spread  their  cases  before 
the  Lord,  and  that  he  takes  notice  of  them ;  that  he  will  Aear  their 
^raycTf  tind  send  an  amwer  qffieace. 

2,  It  always  becomes  u;^  in  prayer^  to  regard  the  honour  of  God, 
And  to  fet(;h  our  pleas  from  tlience,.  Adore  him,  with  Hezekiah,  as 
4hc  God  of  Israeli  as  the  God  qf  tie  kingdoms  qjfthc  earth  ;  the  su* 
Jtrcmc^  ttniversal^  everlasting  King  ;  we  should  maintain  a  regard  tcr 
vbis  gfery,  that  the  nations  may  knovf^  and  serve  him.  A  principle  of 
religion  is  ioaproved  by  prayer*  especially  that  his  name  be  glorified. 
This  should  lie  our  dally  prayer,  hallowed  he  tlty  wme  i  thy  idngdom 
*cqme, 

3.  God,,  wjio  takes  notice  of  the  boasta  of  proud  men,  can  easily 
humble  them.  When  men,  like  Sennacherib,  exalt  their  vdce^  and 
left  up  their  liaughty  eyes  on  highyhc  s^ts  and  observes  it.  All  boast* 
sngs  are  refiections  upon  God  and  his  providence,  to  whom  we  owe 
every  thing.  It  is  wrong  to  talk. proudly  ;  ^but,  as  Mr-HsNar 
observes  upon  this  story,  it  is  worse  to  write,  proud  and  angry  let- 
tti*s  i  for  that  shows  deliberation  and  design }  and  these  continue 
long,  and  do  more  mischief.'  £vcry  one  that  is  proud  in  l^artf  how* 
ever  he  may  show  it,  is  an  abomination  to>tfie  Lord. 

4'  It  is  a  great  s£^tisfucti(xi  to  the  clmrch  apd  people  of  God,  to 
think  that  he  has  the  greatest  and  proudest  of  their  enemies  under 
bis  control.  He  has  his  eye  upon  them»  knows  their  abode,  their 
going  out  aod  coming  Iq,  their  rage  against  his  people ;  he  observes 
all  their  plots  m\d  contrivances ;  and  has  his  band  upon  them ;  hi^ 
hook  U  in  their  nose^  ani  his  bridle  m  ihprh^outji,;  they  are  doing  his 
work,  and  act  by  his  nower  ;  he  see^^and  knows  all  their  insolence 
and  r4ge ;.  aud>  as  the  psaln»i«>t  observes  concerning  this  story, 
F'ialm  lxxvi.,10.  Tlie  wrath  ojjnan  shall praiaeJujnj,qnd  the  remainder 
of  iprath  sJialiJie  restrain*  ..... 

9$  What  a  greiit,  powerful,  and  terrible  G(?<J  is  Jehovah*    jit  his 

^retuke^  the  psuUnist  observes,  the  chariots  and  horses  are  cast,  into  a 

'derfi  Hlee{\  ;  tiquc  of  the  men  qf  /night,  have  /h^nd  their  hatids.    ITie 

greatest  numbers  caiinot  stand  before  Him-j  one  of  his  mighty  an* 

gels  destroyed  this  nuincrows  host,  •  Where  is  the  great  Hingi  the 

l^i^'.^  qfjasyn'ay  now  ?  Thou^  says  the  psalmist,  even  Thhi^  art  to  be 

/cured i  not  the  greatest  king,43ut  Thou  alone  ,•  and  who  may  stand 

xn  thy  ^i^hf  ivhtn  once  thou  art  angry  ?  The  general  lesson  fioqi  the 

u'holc  is,  0  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  faints  ;  for  the  Lard  fireserveth 

the  faithful^  hut  filentifully  rcwardelh  the  proud  doer.    (Sea  the  scr- 

enty  sixth  Psiilm.)  _.  .  -  ..     # 
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MeteBMt  dtkncBt^  and  Mi  retovtry^  ttfitm  eame»1  firtsyn ;  trmelaH'^ 
eholy  in§tance  of  his  vanity^  for  tokieh  he  ia  refiroved  ;  totd  Ms  firo9'' 
fierity  and  death, 

}  TN  those  dajS)  wMie  Sennacherib  v>aM  eneamfied  againt  Jeruac" 
JL  lemy  and  in  the  fcurteenth  year  x^  Ms  reigti^  "was  Hexekiah 

i  sick  unto  death,  mci:  qfa  mortal  disease.    And  the  prophet  Isaiah 

the  son  of  Amos  came  to  hkay  and  said  finto  him»  Thus  saitb 

the  Lord,  Set  thine  house  in  order ;  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not 

.  3  live.    Then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall^ybr  firtvaey^  and  pray- 

4  ed  unto  the  Loan,  saying,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  remeuiber 
now  h6w  i  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth  and  with  a  peifect 
beart,  and  have  done  [that  which  is]  good  in  thy  wgbt,  And 
Uezekiah  wept  sore,  became  the  reformation  vfos  not  comfUstedf 
the  city  vku  in  great  dangery  and  he  had  no  oon  to  sueceed  Mm, 

4  And  H  came  to  pass,  afore  Isaiah  was  gone  out  into  the  middle 

9  court,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying.  Turn 
again,  and  tell  Hezekii^  the  captain  of  my  people,  that  out  if 
regard  to  themy  Me  life  to  spared  i  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  fhe  God 
of  David  thy  finther,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  I  have  seen  thy 
tears :  behold,  I  will  heal  thee :  on  the  third  day  thou  shalt  g<^ 
up  unto  the  house  of  the  L«rD)  andretum  thanks  for  the  cure^ 

%  AnA  I  will  add  unto  thy  daya  fifteen  years,  longer  than  on  accoune 
qfxMs  diseaoe  he  eotdd  expect  to  Hve :  and  I  will  deliver  thee  and 
this  city  out  of  the  hasd  of  the  king  of  Assyria  ;  and  I  will  d«* 
fend  this  city  for  mine  own  aolce,  and  for  my  servant  David's 

7  sake.    And  Isaiah  said.  Take  a  lump  of  figs.    And  they  took 

J  and  laid  [it]  on  the  boilt  and  he  recovered.*  And  Hezekiah  said 
unto  Isaiah,  What  [shall  be]  the  sign  that  the  Loan  will  heal 
me,  and  that  i  shall  go  uprinto  the  house  of  the  Lord  the  third 
day  I  J%e  message  seeming  to  be  eontwadictory  to  the  former^  he 
asks  a  signy  probably  remembering  that  his  father  viae  refirfxvedfor 

9  refiteing  one.    And  baiah  said,  This  sigv  ukalx,  thou  have  of  tht^ 

Loan,  that  the  iMmo  wijl  do  the  thing  that  he  hath  spoken :  shall 

ti^  shadow  ga  forward  ten  degrees,  or  g»  back  ten  degrees  I 

ID  He  leasee  Mm  to  choose^    And  Hezekiah  answered,  it  is  a  Ught 

thing  for  the  shadow  ta  gO'  down  tea  degrees ;,  nay^  but, let  the 

shadow  return  backward  ten  degrees;  i>Mch  Hezekiah  thought 

l\  more  sstpemaiwral  and  extraordinary.    And  Isaiah  tlie  praphet 

cried  unto  the  Lord  :  and  he- brought  the  shadow  ten  degrees 

•    backward^  by  which*  it  had  gone  down  in  the  dial  of  Ahaz-t 

"*  *  >fis  disorder  was  probably  a  qnuitejr.  or  unposthom*  in  bis  tVoat.  TRe  ligi  mlgblE 
live  a  nattinO  tendency  to  r^i  it ;  out  could  not  succeed*  &  so  dangoroos  a  caie«  wntliouc  • 
miraciilow  interposition. 

.  t  There  U  no  reafon  to  suppose  ttiat  thfe  whole  coarse  of  the  heavens  retired  back  OMS- 
this  occjtsion ;  bat  that  the  beams  of  the  snn  were  inflected,  or  t>ent  back  •  which  miaht  ^ 
done  in  an  Instant,  and  kept  so  for  some  considerable  time.  We  do  not  read  of  any  tttnctial^  s«. 
ancient  as  this.  The  original  is.  on  tht  degrees  or  steps  of  Ahax;  a  fllj^ht  of  steps  that  led  to 
the  palace*  near  to  which  there  was  some  pyramid  or  obelisk,  which  mi^ht  cast  such  a  duidovr 
•n  the  steps,  as  to  measure  the  time.  It  seems  to  have  been  asort  oC  natoralsdial*  wUoh  aaosr 
people/  by  obscnratioOf  make  fin-  themselves . 


-/ 


&74  IL  KINGS.    XX. 

IS  At  that  time  Berodathbdadan,  the  son  of  Baladaii,  king  q# 
Babylon^  sent  letters  and  a  present  unto  Hezekiah :  for  he  had 

13  heard  that  Hezekiah  had  been  sick;*  And  Heaekiah  heariceneA 
unto  tbe|n>  and  showed  them  ail  the  house  of  his  precious  things 
the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  spices,  and  the  precious  cmU 
ment,  and  [all]  the  hbuse  of  his  armour,  and  all  that  was  found 
in  his  treasures  :  there  wa^  nothing  in  his  house,  nor  in  aB  bis 
domtnioh,  that  Hezekiah  showed  thein  not:  This  U  aacrtBedm 
S  Chrtm,  nxii.  25,  26.  tdfiridfy  and  having  hU  heart  HJted  vfi* 
He  thawed  them  these  things  to  make  therh  fitU  a  greater  Value  on 
the  aUiarice,  He  did  not  shono  them  the  tem/itey  the  book  of  the  law^ 
end  their  v>orshi/i  /  n<Jr  tntrbduce  them  to  laaidh^  the  greater 
treasure  in  dUMk  dotmnions  ;  but  chujly  the  treasures  which  were 
Hke  phtnder  of  the  Assyrians. 

14  Then  came  I^iah  the  prophet  unto  king  Hezekiah,  and  in  the 
mane  qfGod  tafis  him  to  account  for  it^  and  said  unto  him.  What 
Sfud  these  men  t  and  from  whence  came  they  unto  thee  ?  And 
Hezekiah  Said,  They  ate  come  from  a  far  country,  [eyen]  froih 
Babylon.    He  mentions  thik^  to  shako  the  great  honour  they  had 

15  dmt  Mm.  And  he  said,  What  hate  they  seen  in  thine  house  I 
And  Hezekiah  answered,  All  [the  things]  that  [are]  in  mine 
house  have  they  seen  :  there  is  Aothing  among  my  treasures 

16  that  I  have  not  showed  them.    And  Isaiah  said  unto  Hezekiahs  ' 

17  Hear  the  word  of  the  Loan.  Behold,  the  days  come,  that  ail 
that  [is]  in  thine  house,  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up 
in  store  unto  this  day,  shall  be  carried  into  Babylon :  nothing 

18  shall  be  left,  Saith  the  Lord.  And  of  thy  sons  that  shall  issue 
from  thee,  which  thou  shalt  beget,  shall  they  take  away  ;  and 
they  shall  be  eunuchs  in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon.t 

19  Then  ssdd  Hezekiah  unto  Isaiah,  Good  [is]  the  word  of  the 
Loan  which  thou  hast  spoken.  And  he  said,  [Is  it]  not  [good,] 
if  peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days  ?  Hezekiah  humbly  acknowledgeo 
the  justice  of  the  threatening^  ccnd  that  there  was  much  mercy  ndn' 
gied  with  itj  in  that  the  evil  was  dtferred.% 

SO  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  all  his  might,  ami 
how  he  made  a  pool  and  a  conduit,  and  brought  water  into  the 
dty,  [are]  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 

81  kings  of  Judah  ?  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  &thers  :  and 
hlanasseh  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

*  Tlie  kbfr  of  BabyMn  had  been  trlbntnr  to  the  Atsyriaas ;  halt  now,  WeoMioK  ialrpe» 
4mtt,  be  but  a  mind  to  form  an  alliance  witk  Heseki<)h ;  and  therefore  aeodt  to  ooo^luBcal 
Km  on  hit  recovery^  and  co  form  a  leagac  between  them. 


t  TWi  waa  a  rery  mortiiyin;  message  Bat  God  waa  d!apleasod  that  he  ibottld  diatnat 
hb  pratectioo.  and  enter  into  an  alliance  with  an  heathen,  of  which  the  prophet  Mioih  }aA 
wanied  hhn.  (Micah  iv.  Of  lo.)  Bakjrlon  waa  now  a  Ytry  coosiderdde  nation,  and  thocvEOt 
'  led  imliltely  \  bat  It  axterwarda  happened*  and  Dtfiiely  and  other  joodit  of  the  rojral  hStoti 
taken  there. 


f  Sagamore  panicolar  aceoont  of  thb,  and  Meiehuih'tprotperitjr  and  death*  i&schr«i^ 
wamL  94,  to  the  cod. 
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REFLECTIONS 

h  ^^T^  HIS  chapbr  suggests  many  utefill  hints  to  sick  people^ 
jL  and  to  those  who  are  viidted  with  other  afflictions  ;  to  set 
kheir  houses  in  order,  to  make  their  wills,  and  settle  other  afiGurs  ; 
but  especially  to  set  their  souls  in  order.  Let  them  learn  to  pray 
to  God  ';  this  is  the  way  to  have  the  evil  removed,  or  to  be  made 
fit  for  death.  Let  them  learn  also  to  Use  those  means  which  Prov- 
idence affords  ;  b'therwise  they  tempt  Godj  and  do  not  trust  him. 
When  recovered,  they  should  return  public  thanks  ;  and  love  the 
house  of  Gbd  better.  The  most  grievous  circumstance*  in  affile- 
tion  ils  keeping  its  fronl  it.  We  should  own  the  goodness  of  God 
in  moderating  of  deferring  evil ;  and  wi^h  and  pray  for  public 
peace  and  truth,  whatever  personal  or  relative  afflictions  we  meet 
with.  See  Hezekiah^s  thanksgivings  IsaiaA  xxxviii.  and  learn  to 
imitate  it. 

2.  At  sickhess  and  death  it  is  happy  to  be  able  to  appeal  to  God» 
as  Hezekiah  did.  The  testimony  of  a  good  conscience  encourages 
our  prayers  and  hopes,  either  that  God  will  remove  our  complaints» 
of  overrule  them  for  our  good,  or  that  he  will  receive  us  to  a  better 
world.    If  we  desii^e  it,  herein  let  us  exercise  ourselves  daily. 

3.  We  see^  that  pride  and  vanity  are  sins  which  easily  beset  the 
best  of  men.  God  observes  this,  and  is  displeased  at  it.  We  are 
always  in  danger  of  it.  Who  wbuld  have  thought  this  would  have 
been  the  case  with  Hezekiah  ?  that  his  heart  would  have  been  so 
lifted  up  ?  6o0d  men  know  too  little  of  themselves.  God  is  right- 
eous and  kind  in  sending  afflictions,  to  try  us,  that  we  may  know 
what  is  in  our  hearts,  and  cure  What  is  amiss  there.  Let  us  then 
pray,  that  God  would  hide  pride  frxmi  ««,  and  keep  us  humble  ;  and 
that  thejrxdt  of  cve^  aJJHction  may  be  to  take  atvay  <m,  especially 
this  sin. 

4.  How  unbecoming,  base,  and  ungrateful  is  it,  not  to  render  to 
the  Lord  according  to  benefits  received  !  Hezekiah  did  not  do  so. 
It  is  a  pity  such  a  mark  of  infamy  should  rest  on  a  name,  which  in 
other  respects  was  so  honourable.  This  is  the  character  of  us  all 
in  some  degree  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  be  humble  for  our  ingr^- 
tude.  Let  all,  especially  those  who  have  been  recovered  from  sick- 
ness, or  been  delivered  from  other  afflictionsi  inquire,  IVAat  sAaii  we 
render  unto  the  Lordjor  ail  his  ben^9  f  When  he  delivers  our  eye% 

from  ieareand  our  Jeet  firomJaUing  ;  let  it  be  our  firm  resoiutioDi 
our  diligent  endeavour,  and  earnest  prayer,  that  we  may  vaik  b^fiire 
the  Lord  in  truth^  ami  with  afierfect  hearty  and  do  that  which  i§  good 
in  IdB  eight. 

Vol.  IIL  Z  s 
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ill  rAtf  cJk^ier  t>  a  irl^fimeMy  efkm^Jrom  Hexekiah*i  rcfifrnmiM^ 
in  the  wUkednes*  and  ^^rrmfition  qf  the  fitdfiGf  dy  MantsBch  an^ 
Amxm* 

It  Tt/I!  A  N  A  S  S  £  If  [was-]  tweWe  years  old  when  bfe  Begaiy 

.   XtX  to  reigD)  and  reigned  fifty  and  five  years  in  Xenisakm. 

2  And  his  mother's  name  [was]  Hephzibah.  And  he  did  [that 
"which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Loito,  after  the  abomioatioos' 
of  the  heathen,  whom-tha  Loftn  cast  out  before  the  children  of 
Israel.  Being  very  youngs  the  grandees  t^the  kingdom  were 
Ah  guarSant  ;:  and  not  being  pleated  vntk  •  Mezekiah'i  reformat 
tion^  they  Met  tkenuetveM  b^  their  influence  vfitft  Manaaaeh  to  ttndo 

i  it  i  For  he  built  up'  again  die  high  places  which  Hezekish  his' 
father  had  destroyed ;  and  he  reared  up  altars  for  Baal,  and 
made  a  grove,  as  did  Ahab  lung  of  Israel ;  and  worshipped  all- 

4  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them.^  And  he  built  idtars  ia 
the  house  of  the  Lor'di  in  the  sanctuary  itaeffy  of.which  the  Lots 

$  said,  In  Jerusalem  will  I  put  my  name.  And  hebuiltaltars  for 
all  the  host  o^  heaven-in  two  courU  of  the  house  of  the  Loan, 

.  €0  that  the/tiouM  liraeUtea  cotUd  not  attend  the  tcnfUe  miAmU  de^- 
JiUr^  themue^ett  with  idolatry •     He  did  aUf- m- Hut  fwwer  to  make 

^  the  rdnemb'tance  of  the  God  qf  Israel  to  c^a»e,*  itod  he  made^ 
his  son  pass  through  the  fire ^o  Molechy^9xA  observed  times,  and 
used*  enchantments,  and  dealt  mth  familiar  spirits  and  winrds, 
and  thU9  studied  to\find  oiU  what  God  heLdJbrbidden  in  the  ktw^ 
that  he  might  practise  it  :  he  wrought  much  Wiflkedness  in  the 

%  sight  of  the  Lord,  U>  provoke  [him]  to  angar.  And  ha  set  a 
graven  image  of  the  gFo>^  that  he  had  made  in  the  house,  oS 
which  the  Lord  said  to  David,  and  to  Solomon  his  son,  lA  this, 
bouse,  aad  in  Jerusalemi  which  I  have  chosen  out  of  all  tribes 
of  Israel,  will'.  I  put  my  name  for  ever  ;  he  se$^up  a  fikhy  idok- 
which  was  worshipped  with  the  most  beastly  ceremonies^  even  im 
the  most  holy  place  ;  and  even>the  ark  was  taken  ostt  to  make  room. 

AforUy  which  Jonah  qfterward  restored  to  its- place*  Kdther 
wiil'bmake  the  feet  of  Israel  move  any  more  out  of  the  land* 
which  ^  gave,  their  fathers ;  only  if  they"  will  observe  to  do  ac-n 
cording  to^all  tliat  I  havc.commandied  them,  and  according  to 
all  tlie  law  that  my  servant  Moses  commanded  them.  Jtlthis 
wickedness  of  the  king  and  his  people  VfttM  aggravated  by  these  </rc* 
larations  qf  Qody  ^4  ^^  warning  he^gave  them  ;  whichj  had  they 

9  regarded  ity  tuould  have  been  happy  Jor  them*  But  they  heark*' 
ened  not :  &nd  Manasseh  seduced' lAiem'  to  do  more  evil  than  did 
the  nations  whom  the  LoBir  iftbsttoyed)  before  the  childien  o£ 
Israel.  Manasseh  was  worse  than  any  king  qf  Judah  btforcy  and 
the  people  more  grossly  corrupted  ;  accordingly y  in  several  placet^, 
But  especially  in  Jer.  xv.  4.  the  sin  qf  Manasseh  ie  specified  as^  the, 
chief  oauac  that  brought  the  calamities  upon  them. 
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10  '  And  the  Lokd  spake  ty  bis  serra^is  th^  praphet8»  l9§dahj 
Jeel^  J\/ahumy  0n4  Habokkuk^  who  oil  lived  al>out  iAia  timet  Aaying^ 

dl  Bepf^ose  Manassehktngiof  Judah  hsfik  done  the^e  abo»)ina- 
tions,  [and]  hath  done  wickedly  above  aU  that  <l>e  Amorite^  did, 
which  [were]  before  him,  and  hath  made  Judah  also  to  sin  with 

is  liis4doU  4  TlMrefore  thus  Mkh4he  l-cwd  G»o  of  Israd,.BeMd, 
I  [am]  bringing,  -thatis^  I  fuiU'<9urily  wtd  sfteedily  briiig^  [such] 
evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Juddi^^irt^M/hoaoeTer  heareth  of  ity 
both  his  ears  shall  single,  it  ahalljill  every  one  v4th  terror  and 

13  horror.  And  '1  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  Hne  of  Samaci^ 
and  the  plummet  of  the  house  of  Ahab;  Jeruacdem  ahallhave 
the  9ame  talandty  which  I  brought  upon  Samaria^  4md  the  r^iyat 

Jandly  rfSwdah  as  Ahabt  the  metaphor  ia  taken  Jrpm  «  maeon^ 
who  mea^urea  with  a  Hne  what  ia  to  be  ieft  ^tandingy  and  what  ia  to 
be  destroyed:  and  I  vitil  wipe  Jerusalem  as  [a  m^UP]  wipeth  a 
drshf  wiping  [it>]  and  tumiBg  [it]  iipside  down ;  /  wiil  turn 
every  siing  upside  down  /  empty  Jemt^oibemL  qT  <V«  iifhahiifintf  ; 

14  and  its  JUthhseaa  9haH  be  wiped  away  -ty  itis  deetruetian.  And 
f  wiH  fiiraaki:  the  remnant  of  ndae  ihhentancei  wi.  d^bver  them 
into  the  hand  >«f  their  enemies :;  aid  they  shall*  beepm^  a  pcey 

)  5  and  a  spoil  to  all  their  €B«mies»    Because  they  ^ave  done  [that 

which  was]  evil  in  my  sight)  and  have  provoked  me  to  anger, 

akice  the  day  their  fiithers  came  forth  out  of  Egypt)  even  unto 

1 6  4hia*day.    Moreover  Manasseh  ahed  imiQceiit  Uood  very  much, 

till  keiiad  filled  Jerusalem  fW>m  one  end  W  Mi«lb«r;  beside 

'     lits-sin  wherewith  he  made  Judah  to  siO)  iodpuig  [D^  which 

was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  LoafO.* 
47      Nowthe  reit  of  the  acts  of  Manassdiiiand  aD  thal.he  4iA%  ani 
kis  ^  that  he  sinned,  [are}  they  not  *wttticfi  in  the  book  ^the 
i.6  chranides  of thtf  kinga  of-  Jtidah  ?  And  Manasteh  sl<spt  with 
Ins fethers,  aoad  was  -buvied*  in  the  gavden  of  hi*  oivsninniae,  in 
'  .the  gavdenof  Uvaat  and  Ahiod  his  son  feigned >ia  his  steadi. 
i9 '  *  Amon  [was]  t^fventy  and  two  3r«ar8  eld  wkon  be  begain  t« 
ingn,  and  he  reigned  two  years  in  Jeffqaalen.     And  his  moth- 
er's name  [was]  McshuUemeth,  the  daughter  of  HaPttZ|>f  Jot- 
fiO^hah;    And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  ki<the  sig^of  the 
fti  JLoftv,  as  his  father  Manasseh  did.     Aod-kewti&ed  in  all  the 
:    w^y  that  his  fetfaev  walked  ia,  ahd  aerved.tbe  tdpla  thftt  his'ia- 
8t^  thyr  aeiwed>  and  worshippad  them  t  And  he  forsook  the  'Lord 
-*    'Goonof  his  fofaars,  andivalked  twt  in  tthp  way  of  the  Loan. 
S8.  Airid  the  servahu  of  Amon  conspired  «gaio8l  him»  and  slew 
d4  the  king  in  his  own  house.     Attd  the  people  «if  the  land  slew 
all  them  thstt  had  consfdved  againctt  king  Amon ;  and  the  peo- 
S5  plft  of  the  laad  made  Joaiak  Us -son  ling  m  his  stead.    Now 

r  "  ' 

*  It  If a»  ap  •ddUioq»|  rtawm  for  Wnmrnyt  pwi1«liinent»  thait  be  penecated  and  doitroy- 
cd  those  M(ho  wottld  not  covply  with  hU  idolatry ;  persons  of  the  best  character,  and  most 
#Mloas  IhtoOodls  Icrvtcc  Me  cnibnBrc^ais  idolatrous  statues  by  penal  laws,  and  pit  tho^  lo 
deatlLMrho  svofiU  noticooiplr  with  tbein.  Ajuopk  ot)i<r«»it  Is  stmposed  that  at  this  time  Is»iah 
4ras  sawn  asonder,  and  cm  chief  men  concarredin  aR  this.  An  instance  of  hofrihie  wick- 
f^wcMf  #hichi  it  ia  afterward  s^id>  tha  Lord  ^vpUd  wet  fiardm.  (A.  xjUv.  4.  We  havr  110  pt^ 
•cHer  accoour  of  Manasaeh  inthrs  book  of  Kitfgs ;  but  in  2  Chron.  xxxiil.  1 1«*20.  we  thaillAnil 
0f  Mg  vtfmhan  fad  fcfaiaatten,  and  tfat  apflsctiws. 


V 
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the  fest  ettht  acts  ^  Atnon  which  he  did,  [are]  they  not  wtH^. 
36i  ten  in  the  hook  of  the  clironiclet  ot  the  kmgs  of  Judah  ?  And 
he  was  buried  in  his  sepulchre  in  the  garden  of  Uzza :  a;nd  Jck 
siah  his  son  reined  in  his  stead. 


e^A^,   XXH. 

Jonahy  foUovmg  tf^  rcUgrpn.  of  Daviff^  doe^  thaf  taMch  vpa^  ^g^ 
before  God  ;  he  talces  care  tb  refiair  thf  tcfn/tfe  ;  Hilkiah  the  Ugh. 
fnieBt  Jmds  thf  book  of  the  hwy^  wfifioMed  to  bp  thftt  vriuen  by 
Mp9e%  himae^y  t fie  king  hearing  it  ready  i*  greatly  alarmed  at  the. 
Judgments  denounced ;  he  se^ds  to  Hiddah,  to  ingufre  oj  the  JLordy 
and  ahefirofihc8ieth,the  deitructio7iofJei;ii9al^m^ 

I  T  O  S^I  A  Hi  [was]' eight  years,  old*  when  he  hegan  to  reign* 
J  and  he  reigvied  thirty  and  one  years  in  Jerusaleip.  And  his 
tirfother's  najne  [was]  Jedidah,  the  daughter,  of  Adaiah  of  Bos-. 
'  S  cath«  And  ke  did;  [that  which  was]  right  in  the  sight  of  the. 
Lord,  and- walked  in  all  the  way  o£  David  his  &the£,.iux}  turned 
not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  kft 

3  And  It  came  to  pass  in  the  eighteenth  year.of  king  Josiah, 
[that}  the  king  sent  Shaphan  the  soa  of  Azaliah,  theaoikof 

4  Meshullonii  the  scribe^  to  the  house  oftheLoi^D,  taytagvGo! 
up  to  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  that  he  may  sum  the  sihenwhich^ 
is  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Loan,  which  thekeepersof  the. 

is  door  hate  gathevedof  the  people  :.  And  let  them  dehvet  it  into, 
the  hand'of  the  doess  of  the  work,  that  have  the  oveissight  of  the. 
house  of  the  Loans  and  let  thena  gi«e  it  to  the  doers  of  the 
work  whkh  Eis]-  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  repair  the  breaches, 

6  ofthehovise,  Untocarpeniecs,  and  builders,  and  masons,  and  to 

7  buy  tindbcc.. and> hewn  stone  to  nepair  the  houi^c*  Howbdt  there 
was  no  reckoning'  made  with  thean  ofthe  money  that  was  de-. 
liretedintd  their  hand,  because  they  deakfaithfully.^ 

5  And  Hilkiah  the  high  priest  said  ugto.  Shaphan  &e  scribe^  I 
have  found  the  book  of  the  law  ki  the  house  of  the  Loxn.    And 

9  Hilkiah  ga?e  the  book  to^  Shaman,  and  he  read  it.  And  Sha- 
phan the  ecnbe  came  to  the  kmgi  and  brought  the  king  word 
again,  and  8aid>  Thy  servants  have  gather^  the  money  that 
was  found  in  the  house,  and  have  delivered  it  into  the  hand  of 
them  that  de  the  woilc,  that  have  the  oirermgktof  the  house 
U>  of  the  Lord.  And  Shaphan  the  scribe  showed  the  king,  saying, 
Hilkiah  the  priest  hath  cklivevedne  a  book.  And  Ska^an  read 

11  it  before  the  king.    And  it  came  tp  pass,  when  the  king  had 
heard  th^  word9  o(the  book  of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his  clothes. 

12  'And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam  the 
scMi  of  Shaphan,  and  Achbor.the!son.Qf  Micbaifdi,.and.Sliaphaii 

13  the  scribe,  and  Asahiah  a  servant  of  the  king's,  saying.  Go  ye^ 
inquire  of  the  Low,  for.  xnci  and  for  the  .peoplet  and  foe  aO.  Judah* 
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eeneeniing  the  words  of  this  book  that  b  found':  for  giseat  [is] 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that  i«  kindled  aganwt  ua^  bccauae  our 
fcthers  ha¥9  not  hearkened  unto  the  words  of  this  booky  to  do 

14  according  unto  all  that  which  is  written  coaoenHng  us.  So 
Htlkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahifcam,  and  Ackbor»  andSh^>han,  an<j| 
Aaahiah,  went  unto  Huldah  the  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Shalhinii 
the  son  of  Tikvah,  the  son  of  Hwhai,  keener  of  the  wardrobe  2 
(now  she  dwelt  ii)  Jerusalem  in  the  college  ;)  and  they  com- 
muned with  her, 

1 5  And  she  said  unto  them  1  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 

16  Tell  the  man  that  sent  70U  to  me,  Thus  saith  the  Loan,  Be« 
hold,  I  will  bring  eril  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  [even]  all  the  words  of  the  book  which  the  king  of  Judah 

17  hath  read  :  Because  they  hare  forsaken  me,  and  have  burned 
incense  unto  other  gods,  that  they  might  provoke  me  to  anger 
with  all  the  works  of  their  hands  ;  therefore  my  wrath  shall  be 

|6  kindled  against  this  plaoe,  and  shall  pot  be  quenched.  But  to 
the  king  of  Judah  which  sent  you  to  inquire  of  the  Leajpi  thus 
shall  ye  say  to  him.  Thus  saith  the  hoed  QO0  of  Israely  [As 

(9  touching]  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard ;  Because  thine 
heart  was  tender,  and  thou  hast  humbled  thyself  before  the 
Loan,  when  thou  heardesi  what  I  spake  against  this  place,  and 
against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  that  they  should  become  a  deso* 
ladon  and  a  curse,  and  hast  rent  thy  clothes,  and  wept  before 

90  me  }  I  also  have  heard  [thee,]  saith  the  Laan.  Behc^  there-, 
fore,  I  will  gather  thee  unto  thy  fathers*  and  thou  ahaU  he  gath- 
ered into  thy  grave  in  peace  ;  and  thine  eyes  shall  not  see  all 
the  evU  which  I  will  brmg  upon  this  place.  And  they  brought 
the  king  word  again. 

CHAP.    XXHI,  1^25. 

tfctniA  having  recaved  uich  a  tonjfirtabk  meBmge  in  tJ^e  lot  Qhafiter^ 
eei  bimacffto  do  all  he  could  to  promote  iht  reformgjtioa^  twgtdngiJiffn 
the  encourqgcmeTU  which  he  had  receiv^d^  that  \fthie  fieoJiU  humbled 
tl^tmselvee  with  tenderne»9  qf  hemtt^  though  judgments  vfere  deter-^ 
mined  agaufi»t  Judqh^  yet  they  would  v^t  ^ome  in  that  generation, 

\  A  N  D  the  king  sent,  and  they  gs^thered  imto  hhn  all  tho 
3  Jl\.  eldersof  Judah  and  of  Jerusalem.  And  the  king  went  up 
into  the  house  of  the  LoR];>,  and  all  the  men  of  Judah,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  with  him,  and  the  priests,  and  the 
prophets,  Jerendahy  Zefih^amah^  and  others^  and  all  the  people^ 
both  small  and  great,  that  it  might  be  a  national  ac^:  and  he 
read  in  their  ears  all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant 
which  was  found  in  the  bouse  of  the  I^rd  ;  he  read  the  law 
himMel/j  to  convince  them  of  the  miserable  state  of  the  nation^  ti| 
^tm^i^pifinfc  ^90  long  a  course  qfimfiieiy. 
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8  Asm!  thelEiteg  Btood  hj  a  fiXkr^  «4^«  ^  tkrme  mmM^tni 
nade  ft  cavenant  before  the  Liord,  Id  w«lk  after  the  Loap,  and 
to  keep  his  oommandmeBU  aad  liit  testimoa&es  and  bis  statutes 
vfkk  9U  [tbeir]  heart  and  aO  [iheir]  aoul>  to  perform  the  voidft 
•  of  this  eoveaant  tbat  wtese  wnttea  ib  this  book.  And  all  the 
people  Btx»od  to  the  coveoiiiit  %  tkcenfidi^  ^i^cUxred  their  ccmtra 
to  it  J  and  ihew  caneurrence  mdtth  tke  iangif  fir^koJbly  by  standing  ufu 

4  And  the  kisf  eommanded*  m  womd  timt^  HilUab  the  high 
priest,  and  the  priests  of  the  seeond  erdetf  viho  vwe  tuM9tant9 
to  the  highfirieetj  or  keadt  ^  cauttfCB^  and  the  keepers  of  the 
dooTy  to  bring  forth  aat  of  the  temple  of  the  Loaj»  all  the  vessek 
that  ^ere  made  for  fiaali  and  foar  tike  gntre^  and  for  all  the  host 
of  heaven,  ^i  the  garmeuf  md  tmirmnent^  uied  in  smcri^  and 
ifutning  incense  1  aod  he  bunnd  :them  without  Jerosakm  in  the 
Belds  of  KidroR,  atod  earned  the  aahea  of  thorn  wHo  Bethel  t 
tkui  making  ikai  phace^  ^Md^  vae  the,  eonree  and  fountain  of 

IS  idolatry^  Hfe  dung/dU  Jhr  titese  skamtjfni  imtrvments^    And  ha 

put  dowB)  tatused  to  eeaee^  and  firobaldy  alevf  the  idolatrous 

priestS)*  wltons  the  kings  of  Indah  had  ordaiBfldto  hum  incense 

i         m  the  fai|^  places  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  fdaces  sound 

/  about  Jemsalem  4  them  also  that  butsisd  ince&se  smto  fiaai,  to 

tht  sm,  and  to  the  moon,  and  to  the  planets,  and  to  ^  die  host 

#  of  heaven.  And  h9  broogbt  out  the  |i;n>ve  from  the  house  of 
the  LoRx>,  sr  rather,  an  image  caUedhy-that  name^  hetauMe  among 
the  heathen  it  was  vforehififiedin  grovea  ^  firoimtiy  it  onu  Aetarte 
or  Venusj  with  the  refireeentatiom  qf  a  grave  ahout  her^  m  carving 
<3rfKdnting  1  wiiboiit  Senisalem?  onto  the  brook  Kidsontsnd 
bnmed  it  at  the  brook  Kidaon^and  laamped  [k]  small  to  poirdert 
and  cast  the  powder  thereof  upon  the  graves  of  the  childBen  of  the 
people,  in  detestation  ofsxuih  firactiees  ;  icing  thus  rendered  ttn* 

7  ciean^  vtould  firevent  any  qfit  iehtg  taken  away  as  a  reOck,  And 
he  brake  down  the  h9use6  of  the  sodomitesi  that  [wer^  by  the 
house  of  the  Loao,  nn  im/mrity  with  which  the  woroh^  of  these 
idols  was  gxtended  ;  where  the  women  wove  hangings  for  the 
grove,  or  tents  which  were  fiu$  about  the  inu^e^  in  which  the 

%  worshififters  used  to  commit  aii  manner  of  lewdness^  And  he 
brought  all  the  priests  out  of  the  cHies  of  Judah,  that  they  might 
not  corrufit  the  people^  and'  defiled  the  high  places  'vHiere  the 
priestshadbnmc^  incense  to  the  tutelar  gods^  to  whom  t§ny  comndtm 
ted  {he  protection  <f  the  city^  froni  Geba  to  Beersheba,  and  bn^ke 
dowqi  the  high  places  of  the  gates  that  [were]  in  the  enf^idng  in 
of  the  gfwte  -qf  Joshua  the  govemor  of  the  city,  which  [were]  "on 
a  man's  le&  hand  at  the  gate  of  the  city  }  to  show  his  resobidon^ 
h^didnot  spare  even  those  qf  Joshua  the  gorvemoTy  that  the  greatest 
'.  9  might  see  his  impartiaf  zetfi  against  idolatry^  Nevertheless  the 
priests  of  tlie  high  places  cume  not  up  to  the  ahar  of  the  ho9M 
in  Jerusalem,  but  they  did  eat  of  the  unleavened  bread  among 
their  brethren.    Amidst  these  acts  qf  justice  he  showed  mercy  t 

^   ehe  Lord  were  clAtbed  m  while. 
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'  fir  %>foh  thefnint9  vfko  had  tjff^td  to  Jehavalk  ihthi  Mgh  fiiAee$e 
x»€rt  de/uimdjrom  tkeir  qfite^  he  wtiil  Mhned  them  to  share  foith 

to  their  brethren  in  the  ftroxrision  that  the  law  made  for  them.    And 

.he  defiled  Tophetii^  the  fdaee  where  the^  oaenfieed  their  children 

to  Atolechj  or  the  nm  f  eipiate  whieh^  em  J^ermah  eaya^f  waeJUled 

with  the  blood  of  the  innocent  f  vbich  [is]  i»the  Ttlley  of  the 

ehildreii  of  Hindem^  thaf  no  miot  mig^f  make  hn  sen  or  hi» 

II  daughter  to  paas  thmigh  the  fire  to  Molech.  Affd  he  toolc 
$cwAY  the  hones  dial  the  kings  of  JfKSah  had*  gWeivto  the  sun, 
to  th-am  the  chariot  qf  the  mm^  at  the  entiering  in*  of  ^e  house  of 
the  LoaD>  by  the  chamber  of  Nathamnelech  the  chamberlain^ 
which  [was]  in  the  suburbs^  and  burned  the  ehariots  of  the  sui^ 
with  fire  ;  charioti  in  which  the  image  of  the  etm  waa  drawn  in 
solemn  fttieemom  p  a  common  ftrtattiee  to  tMo  dm/  among  the  idola^ 

lat  ters  in  the  JSoMt  .Butiee,  And  the  altars- tbae  [were]  on  the  top 
of  the  upper  chamber  of  Ahaz,  at  the  toft  of  the  houecy  which  the 
kings  of  Jitfiah>  bad  nftde,  and  the  altars  ^ich  Manasseh  had 
mad^  in  the  two  eomts  of  the  house  of  the  Loti>^  did  the  king;^ 
beat  doxvn,  vtnA.  haakt  [them]  down  Irom  thence,  and  cast  the 
dust  of  them^  intb-  Hie  brook  KidreiK  Mmasoeh  m  hie  better 
day$  renwved  them^  bnt  jifmm  eet  them  vfi  agahty  Zefih.  i.  i^ 

15  And  the  higb  places  that  [were]  before  Jerusalem^  whieh  [werej 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  mount  of  corruption,  that  m,  the  mounK 
ofOUvee^  (catted  the  nummt  of  corrwfition^  beeauee  there  they  had 
de/Sted  themeeiveo  withidoiatn/  ;>  all  thoee  high /tlacea  whHih  SoU 
tmion  the  king' of  Israel  had  builded  for  Ashtoreth  the  abomina- 
tion of  the  Zidontans,  and  for  Chemosh  the  abomination  of  the 
Moabites,  and  for  Afilcom-  the  abomination*  ai  tht  children  of 

M  Amsnon,  did  the  king  defile.  And  he  brake  in  pieces  the  ima- 
ges)  and  cut  down  the  groves  y  to  exfires^hie  contempt  ofthem^ 
and  that  being- thtia  defiled  they  might  never  be  toed  any  more  ^ 
and  filled  thdr  places  with  the  bones  of  men. 

45  Moreover  the  alUr  that  [ wm]  at  Bethel,  [and]  the-  high  place 
which  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat^  who  mode  Israel  to  sin,  had 
made,  both  that  altar  and  the  high  place  he  brake  down,  and 
burned  the  high  place,,  [and]  stamped  [it]  small  to  powder,  and 
burned  the  groi^  ;  the  caff  woe  deetroyed  before j  but  now  all  that 

16  belonged  to  it  iwu  utterly  coneumed.  And  as  Josiah  turned  him-> 
self,  he  spied  the  sepulehres  that  [were]  there  in  the  mount  & 
thie  eeeme  an  accidental  things  a  thought  which  came  suddenly  inta 
Ma  ndnd ;  and  he  sent  and  took  the  bones  out  of  the  sepulchresr 
and  burned  [them]  upon  the  altar,,  and  polluted  it,  according  ta 
the  word  of  the  Lord  which  the  mair  dStptA  proclaimed,  whd 
proolaimed  these  words.    See  lyings  xiik.  1.  where  t/d»  waa 

Vt  foretold^  above  three  hundred  years  before.  Then  seeing  a  large 
remarkable  inscri/iUoHf  he  said^  What  title  [is]  that  that  I'aee  i 
And' the  men  of  the  city  told  him,  [It  is]  the  sepulchre  of  the 
man  of  God,  which  came  from  Judah,  and  proclaimed  these 

18  things  that  thou^hast  done  against  the^a}tar  of  Bethel.*    And 

*  Periiapt  tome  worthippert  of  the  trae  God,  !n  the  Arm  belitf «f  the  tnitb«r  his  prfdi^ 
,  had  rcpdf  o<idi»  nwrniiBony  Mid  raiiw«44hc  iascrapUgo. 
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he  siildf  Lfet  him  alone  ;  let  no  thati  ihove  his  bones.    So  tbcf 
:    let  his  bones  ak>ne^  with  the  bones  of  the  prophet  that  came  out 

of  Samaria.  1  Atiij^  xiii.  li. 
|9      And  all  the  houses  also  of  the  high  places  that  [were]  in  the 
.   cities  of  Samaria^  which  the  kings  of  Israel  had  made  to  provoke 
[the  Loan]  to  anger,  Jostah  took  awaf ,  and  did  to  them  accord- 
mg  to  all  the  acts  that  he  had  d<me  in  Bethel.    7%tt  may  firoba» 
dfy  refer  to  9ome  part*  qf  Samaria  m}kich  ndght  have  been  conquer'^ 
td  Ify  Judah^  during  the  iate  dUtraethm  ffthe  kingdom  i^Baby^ 
ion  ;  or  the  governor  ndght  aUow  of  his  condng  on  this  errand. 
SO  And  he  dew  all  the  priests  of  the  high  i^ces  that  [were}  there 
upon  the  altars^  and  burned  men's  bones  upon  them,  and  return- 
ed to  Jerusalem^ 

31  And  the  king  edmmanded  M  the  peoplet  sayingi  Keep  the 
passovcr  unto  the  Loan  four  God,  as  [it  is]  written  in  the  book 

32  of  thb  covenant.  Surely  there  was  not  holden  such  a  pasaover 
from  the  days  of  the  judges  that  judged  Israeli  nor  in  all  the^ 
days  of  the  kings  of  Israel^  nor  of  the  lungs  of  Judah  ;  a  pass- 
over,  ceiedrated  vnth  euth  oolefnn  eare^  great  preparation^  numeroua 

'     oacrificeo^  (3  Chroni  xxxv.  7-i^90  and  umvenal /oy  ^f  all  good 

S3  tMit ;  But  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Joaiahy  [wherein]  thi» 
passovte  was  holden  to  the  Lban  in  Jerusalem^ 

84  Moreover  the  [workers-  with]  fiuniliar  ^ritSj  and  ^bt  wizard^ 
and  the  images,  and  the  idols,  and  all  the  idraminations  thai 
were  spied  m  the  land  of  Judah  and  in  Jerusalem  did  Josiah  put 
away  ;  all  the  oe^et  idolatry  that  he  could  dioeoverf  va»  entirely 
removed  and  destroyed  i  that  he  might  perform  the  words  of  the 
law  which  were  written  in  the  book  that  Hilkiah  the  priest  iMUid 

35  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  like  unto  him  was  there  no 
king  before  hitn,  that  turned  to  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart) 
and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all  his  might,  according  to  all  the 
law  of  Moses  ;  neither  after  him  arose  there  [any]  like  him  % 
this  vfaa  a  glorious  character  indeed*^ 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. 


WH  E  ^i  tiroes  are  eves'  so  bad  and  discouraging,  we 
should  not  give  way  to  despair,  but  stir  up  ounelves 
the  more  in  endeavours  tb  promote  reformation.  In  v.  17.  of  the 
former  chapter  we  find  that  norath  was  gone  out  against  Judah,  Nev« 
ertheless  Josiah  Was  willing  to  do  what  he  could  to  lighten  and 
protract  the  judgment,  and  therefore  set  about  reformation  vigor- 
ously. When  iniguitijrQbotmds^  the  lave  of  many  waxes  cold.  Good 
men  are  too  ready  to  be  discoiMged,  and  think  it  vain  to  make  any^ 
attempts  to  stem  the  tide  and  do  good.  But  duties  are  our%  and 
events  afe  God's.  We  know  not  what  services  he  may  make  us 
the  mstruments  bf ;  and  whether  we  are  succes^ul  or  not,  it  will 

'•  It  will  hepiDperftextto  read  tfa«  iliirty  AfUi  charter  of  2  CAfw/cf^if  ivImiv  tke  M«ai7 
«f  jMiali  is  contiiuwd. 
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f^  us .p€«cciUe reflections  r  we-know  that  Gorf  k  90c  unr^ktcotm 

io/orgei  ar^  vork.or  labour  qfkeve*  ., 

2.  When  enteiuxg  into  covenant  with  God,  we  here  see  how  it  is 
to  be  don^  v.  3.  with  resolutions  to  wulk  after  tb^  Lord,  in  the  wajf 
^  has  marked  out ;  to  be  followers  of  him*  snd  obey  all  hb  oom^ 
mands)  moral  and  ceremonial,  and  to  walk  agreeable  to  tht  law. 
)t  is  to  be  done  with  all  our  heart  and  soul ;  with  care,  sincerity,  and 
vigorous  rcsolutiqps.  The  best  of  men  needy  like  Josiab,.  to  bind 
themsdves  to  this  woric,  considering  the  treachery  of  the  human 
hearty  and  the  many  ill  examples  which  surround  th^nw .  In  this 
Tiew  sacramental  solemnities  should  be  considered  and  improved. 

is.  Let  us  lan^ent  these  instances  of  the  degeneracy  of  humaa 
nature,  and  the  corruptions  of  God's  professing  people.  They  had 
adopted  the  idolatry!  of  all  their  neighbours  :  like  the  Egyptians^ 
they  wocshij^ped  calves  ;  like  the  Persians,  the  sun  and  fire  ;  .like 
the  Babylonians,  the  hosts  of  heaven  ;  like  the  Phenicianaand  theiv 
neighbours!  Astarte  or  Venus.  Let  us  lament  that  the  world  should 
be  so  corrupt,  so  lost  to  reason^  as  to  worMfi  tlic  creature  more  than 
the  Creator,  ^o  wonder  God  gave  them  uft  to  vile  qffectionSf  to  all 
manner  o£  iblly,  lewdness^  and  lasciviousness.  But  that  Israel 
should  be  so  corrupt  and  abandoned,  anc)  commit  all  these  irregular* 
iti/BS>  was  most  in&mous ;  especially  that  the  image  of  Venus  should 
be  put  upm.  the  most  holy  place,  and  sodomites  and  prostitutes  bo 
admitted  tliere.  That  the  house  of  (^od  should  be  turned  into  a 
brothel,  in  defiance  of  bis  holiness  and  justice,  was  shocking  indeed. 
Mo  wonder  his  wratH  was  kindled.  How  lamentab^  is  it  to  reflect, 
t|iat  this  is  a  deacriptiou  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  world  i  that 
auch  idolsUries  are  yet  practised  in  many  nations.  How  should  we 
wish  and  pray  for  the  propagation  of  the  glorious  gospel  through 
the  whole  earth,  that  the  nations  may  turn  fi*om  these  vanities  tp  the 
liviz^  Cod.  How  thankful  should  we  be  for  the  light  of  the  gospel, 
lUid  now  careful  to  Mhow forth  the  JiraUes  qfhim  vfho  hcith  called  «• 
mt  qfdoprkneu  int0  tide  marveUoue  light ^  and  to  w<dk  09  children  ^ 
the  Ught^  and  qfthe  day.  _    -  ' 


SB«9a» 


CHAP.  XXIII.  26,  to  the  end,  and  CHAP. '  XX^T. 

From  the  thirty  Jir$t  twree  ^  rA/«,  to  the  end  tf  the  twenty  Jburtk 
chq/iter^  we  have  a  short  account  qf  the  reign  tffiuSr  th^  ;  Bui 
there  was  no  good  qfter  Josiah's  death. 

M  "VTOTWITHSTANDING^  the  Loao  tnnied  not 
XN  frooi  the  fierceness  of  his  great  wrath,  whenewith  his 
anger  was  kindled  against  Judah,  because  of  all  the  provocationa 

ft7  that  Manassah  had  {Mwoked  him  withaL  And  tiie  Loan  saidt 
I  will  remofe  Judah  also  out  of  my  sight,  as  I  have  removed 
.  laraalt  and  wOIcast  off  this  city  Jerusalem  which  1  have  chostn^ 
and  the  house  ^  whi^h  I  said.  My  name  shall  be  tbera» 

Vox..  III.  Aea 


H     ]^^  ihi  ttfA  d^  A6  acts  of  5o«a}i,  md  tV^nt  h«  Ad,  D^t 
.    they  not  written  in.  the  book  of  the  chitmicles  of  6te  kings  eJT 

ludah? 
i^      in  hift  ^7^  PharabhnechoH  king  of  E^Tpt  went  u]^  agttinA  thf 

king  of  AssyHa  to  the  Tlir^r  Enphrates  :  and  king  Jotriah  vem 

again^  him  ;  and!  he  slew  hltn  at  Me^dO,  t^hen  fee  ht^  seen 
fO  hint    And  his  servaints  earrred  him  in  a  chariot  ffead  from 

M^glddo,  and  brought  hittr  tb  Jernsalem,  and  bnried  fehn  iii  hi» 

own  aepnlchre^    And  th6  pebplte  of  the  fand  took  Jehoafutt  the 

son  of  Josiahy  and  anomted  nittt,  aftd  aiiade  him  licig  m  hi* 

ft^rVsteadl 
il       lehdBha2  tht  ytnmgttt  h&n  of  JMah^  ciiHed  Sflakwk,  Jtr,  X3di. 

IT.  [wa^j  twenty  and  thii^e  years  old  Who*  he  began  to  feign ; 

an(f  he  feigne(}  thi*ee  months  in  Jerdaaleih.    And  his  moUier^ 

nam^  fwa^j  Kaflmtal,  the  cto|htei>  of  :]nereitiiah  orubnair. 
%2  And  h^  dfJ Tth^t  whidi  was]  evil  in  the  inght  of  liie  Loan,  ac« 
9:)  cording  to  A  that  hfs  fethera  iiad  done.    And  Pharat^hnechoh 

pyXi  him  in  bdnda  at  Riblah  in  the  land  of  tfamath,  that  he  might 

^     not  reign  tt  Jefusalefti  ^  and  jhit  the  land  tb  atribnteoFanfacm-^ 

ir4  dl^d  talents  of  ailver/and  a  talent  of  gold.^   And  Pharaolniecholk 

.  *     inade  lElliakfm  the  son  of  Josiah  king  in  the  room  of  Jiisiah  hi» 

'  i&ther,  kftd  turned  Ms  natnie  i6  lehbiakim,  tod  fibck  Tehoahai 

aiwty  i  an*  he  c*me  to  Egypt,  and  died  thert,  uetcfrOttg'  to  tht 
\    profihe^  of  JtrerMahy  chafi.  xtSi.  12^.  //  wtfu  tfte  tiutom  of  «ft- 

fucrorp  to  tfion^e  tHe  nanit  cftfmte  king$  'ithkh  tttey  9eC  ^  to 

9how  ificft  absolute  ftovf&r  cmrthetn, 
^5      AnA  Jehoiaikint  gate  the  ftitver  ahd  the  geiltf  Mof  he  had  »t 

Ms  tte^fH  to  Phaiwjh,  hut  he  taxed  the  land  to  give  the 

*  moner  accot^dSng  to  the  commandment  of  )Pharaoh,  tb  irndtet^ 
Ae  whole  9um  tMt  was  dtmhnded  r  he  exacted  the  ftilvef  and  th^ 

*  gold  of  the  ptople  of  the  laftd;  of  every  one  According  to  his  tax*' 
ation,  t6  give  [it]  imte^PhaVadhn^ehoh. 

!* "    Jch6ialurilr  t  v^s]  ttitnfy^  ahtl:  fivb  yea  A  <Md  whdn  hfe  began  tb 

reign  ;  and  he  reigned  elevenr  years  in  JTertlsal^m.    And  hh 

<p  >  mother^^  aama  -{wtfj-Ziebudahy  the  daa^ter  of  Pedaiah  of 

37  iRumah.    And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  fte 

'  A^OKtP^  'aonor^ng  to  all  that  his-  fathers  had  done  i  he  was  very 

'  'wtcTed^  Kl^e  Ms  predeteshbts  ;  eofni  pdftituldte  tf\ehith  uninjtn* 

HoTtcd  in  Jerendqh^  eh,  xxii.  13—19,  and  ck,  xxvi.  20,  33,  WV. . 

1  .   Caibp/,XXl  Y.  In  hia  days  N^buchadhezaar  ling  of  Babyldn 
dahfe  upsand^Tehoiakiin  Itcame  his  servant  \hree  years  :  dien 

2  he  turned  and  rebelled  against  him.f    And  ^e  Loan  sent 
'  igainflt  Um.kandsrof.lh'eChtddees',  and  faandaof  the^Sjrriai^ 

I      aad  haute  of  Jhe  MoabitM)  awl  baads  of  the  children  of  Ain-^ 

...  , 

*  F|iav?qh  fia<4iodbhrn  afumt  Itidah  .when  he  first  caqie  up ;  tmt  Toeiah  hsiViitt  attad 
Vhi,  hrbent^ib  IbfQcs  a|{«nst  M»  flnAfTy  iiiid  kinftdora.   1^  people  Ind  elMiefi  JMiKak  kl 
.%WM»  hn  ^tmff  an  active,  trairlilftfpirltf  park-  xix.  t.  like  ay%ia^  Umi  ibeHAjr*  Pkar 
dppQsed  htou  v^  iKade  hii  broirher  king  ia  nis  steaa 

'  "t  N^^Mi^Hikd&iektlr,  \ot^n%  imtcten  rha^adMt  vrmy,  iaiM  Miiat  tfi«  Mn.  f^vak^ 
ttem  tribauidr>«»,  hi#*  .m.  tlMeii  ka^  keen  to  Pka^adi.  Wt  find  In  %  chHn.  aaucvL  6.  ekir 
neboand  J^hoiaklm  in  chama,  and  carrteil  hftn  to  BabyloA  ;  bdt'aMnl&i  6lr  ^Bbe&BKf9» 
Wfiiieaenn  kc  wab^  him  to  retorii,  tiU  he  ialKU%laKaiatt  ^'' 


aiUNOQ.  KXW.  lit 

JudaW  ta  deftlny  it»*  acoardwy  to  the  vord  of  the  ]LorO|  vhic)i 
he  tpakfi  by  his  servants  the  prophetSt  Cch,  xx.  17-  aw^  IqI^c^ 
.  a  X9dL  16.  ml  Jrr.  xxv.  9.  wvi.  SQ.)  Sucdy,  at  the  i;ofaniand- 
inei^t  of  the  Loaa  came  tthts]  \xgoa  Judt^  to  remove  Lthem^ 
out  pf  hia  aishty  for  the  ains  of  MsAassoby  according  .yo  ^11  that 

4  he  ^1  And  also  for  the  ianocgm  bipod  tbat  he  .s]bed ;  fcf  he 
fiUed  Jeniaaiem  with  inDOceot  blpoc^  .which  the  Lo«,o  wpuld  iiqjt 

«     («rdQii.t 

5  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakimy  aod  all  th jit  he.  djii4» 
[are]  thef  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  9f  ^  )^ga 

^  of  Jiidshi  So  Jehoiakim  skpt  with  hvi  lathers  '4  and  Jehoiar, 
jcbioll  his  fpn  reigned  in  hi5  stead* 

f  And  the  king  w  £gyptcame  not  j^gain  any  mora  out  of  hia 
lalid :  for  the  king  of  Babylon  had  taken  froai  the  river  of 
Egypt  unto  /the  river  Euphrates,  all  that  pertain^  to  the  )aog 

•  o£  Egypt* 

•  JeWschin  [was]  eighteen  years  old  when  he  begun  tq  reign, 
ond  he  reigned  in  Jerusalem  three  months.  And  his  mother'a 
name  [was]  Nehusbta»  the  daughter  of  Elnathan  of  Jerusalem. 
S  And  lie  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  i<oa.Q>  ac- 
cording to  all  that  his  father  bad  done ;  ke  went  on  hi  hutfather^t 
9UpM^  tAough  he  had  been  wUneis  /•  the  calandtiee  he  had  euffered. 

1(1  At  that  time  the  servants  of  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Baby- 
lon oamo  up  agamat  Jerusalem^  and  the  city  .wa^  besieged 

1 1  And  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  came  against  the  qty, 

43  and  hia  servants  did  besiege  it.  And  Jehoiachin  the  king  i)f 
Judah  went  out  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  he  and  Us  mother,  an4 
his  servants,  mA  his  princes,  and  hia  officers,  and  surreadere4 
themMelpu  io  the  kitig  ^  Babylon  :  and  the  king  of  Babyloa 

S3  took  him  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  And  he  carried  out 
thence  all  the  treasures  of  the  house  <^  the  Loan,  and  the  trea^ 

•  \ares  of  the  king's  house,  and  cut  in  pieces*  all  the  yossela  «£ 
goM  which  Solomon  king  of  Israel  had  made  in  the  temple  ^ 

14  the  Loan,  as  the  Loan  had  said,  ch.  xx.  \7.  And  he  carried 
away  all  Jerusalem)  and  aH  the  princes,  and  all  the  mighty  men 
of  valour,  [even]  ten  thousand  captives,  and  all  the  craitsmea 
and  smiths :  none  remained  save  the  poorest  sort  of  the  people 

15  of  the  lapd.  And  he  carried  away  Jehoiachin  to  BabyJpn^  wl^ 
continued  thirty  aruen  years  in  cafidvity^  and  the  .kihg^s  mothef, 
and  the  king*s  wives,  and  hia  offers,  and  the  migbty  of  die  land, 

^  Some  date  the  beginnlni:  of  ibe  captivity  htvt ;  it  WM  worn  Dnitel  and  Ui  eomnnloat 
«cre  carried  CO  Sakgrleik   Aw.  1. 1,3. 

t  Manastrh**  mo  In  pvticalar  k  oMntioQtd  {  tnxmmt  ^vmHfmamk  with  ItoBaaiea 
In  tkeie  esecottoot ;  tKottsh«  I  thinks  the  Words  wof  be  wkkntbod  of  |rk«ii»m,  fbr  he  abed 
innocent  bloody  2«r.  XxiL  17- 

,  f  We  hare  only  a  nn«ral  »ceoant  of  bit  d«atb ;  bat  it  It  probtfde  tbat  wbai  the  ^|ty  ina 
^MiMed  be  made  a  w&t*  yns  oiken  priioiMr*  and  alaln«  and  hqr  UBborJed*  uretabic  to  d^ 
prophecy  tn  Jtremtah  xxviil.  l9, 19. 

I  In  I  Chrm-  liL  16.  be  It  called  Jeooolah,  or  In  thott,  Coniah  hi  Jirmiah  xxiLs4»  ^ 

*  OrraAer,  becBtOtrmoCTfromthdrbatesofttandt:  eetbey  wereaftefwsritticd  b* 

wfckhig  of  labyloo,  D««.x.  2,  3.  andwtrcreitorcdbyCTrBt.  "-^w 
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[thosel  carried  he  into  cBptivity  from  JenisiSeiii  t&  BilifloD. 

16  And  all  the  men  of  might,  [even]  seven  thousand,  ^and  crafts- 
men  and  smiths  a  thousand,  iJl  [that  were]  strong  [and}  mt  for 
war,  even  them  the  king  ojp  Babylon  brought  captive  to*  Baby* 
Ion  I  all  but  the  floor  ficofiU  qf  the  land.  Mordeeai  wok  twitm  at 
thU  timej  Esther  ii.  6.  Ezek.  xl.  1 .  and  from  hence  we  muM  dme 
the  commencement  of  the  seventy  years*  cafttnrity. 

17  And  the  king  of  Babylon  made  Mattaniah  hisfaCher^s  brother 
lung  in  his  stead,  and  changed  his  name  to  Zedekiah  ;  this  m 

-is  JosiahU  third  son.  Zedekiah  [was]  twenty  and  one  years  old 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusa* 
lem«    And  his  mother's  name  [was]  Hamtital,  the  dowigiiterof 

19  Jerejniah  of  libnah.  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  ki  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  Jehoiakim  had >kme  ;  he 
fierseeuted  the  ftrqfihets^  l^c.  an  account  qf  vrhich  we  hav^  M  Je» 

SO  remiaifsfirofihecyyehafi.  xxxvii.  For  through  theanger  of  the 
LoRs  it  came  to  pass  in  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  untH  he  had  cast 
chem  out  from  his  presence,  that  Zedekiah  rebelled  against  tie 
king  of  Babylon  ;  having  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  ^  2  Chrwi,  xxxvi. 
13.  Ae  broke  it^Jbr  which  he  was  reproved  by  Mzekiei,  Sec 
Mzekieli  cht^.  »vii.  U.* 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  one  reflection  may  naturally  be  made  en  what  we  have 
been  reading  $  that  sin  brings  misery  on  a  nation  ;  'it  is  a 
reproach  to  it ;  and  will  finally  be  the  ruin  of  it.  Fo^  the  iniquity 
^  a  land  many  are  the  princes  thereof  There  was  a  qQick  sue* 
ces^oQ  of  them>  but  all  came  to  an  untimely  end.  These  things  are 
written  for  our  admonition^  that  if  we  desire  the  public  welfare,  the 
honour  and  happiness  of  our  king,  and  the  continued  tranquillity  of 
the  nation,  we  should  ourselves,  and  should  endeavour  and*  pray 
^hat  others  may,  Isad  quiet  and  fuaceaJble  Ihes^  in  allgodHneeeand 
honesty. 


■aoes 


CHAP.    XXV. 

£1  3  Chron.  xxxvi.  11~«17,  we  Jgnd  thai  their ^eat  wickediieee^ 
ifggravated  by  God*s  kindness  eind  comfiassiony  was  the  cause  of 
their  calamities  and  ruiri ;  m  this  cha/iter  we  have  the  siege  and 
taking  qf  Jerusalem  ;  the  cafuiuity  of  the  fieofdei  and  the  tiestruc- 
tion  of  the  city  and  temfiie  ;  an  account  qf  their  new  gomemoTy,  hie 
cruel  murdcTf  and  the  advancement  qf  Jehciaddn. 

\  /%  N  D  it  came  to  pass  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  rdgn,  \n 
x\.  the  tenth  month,  in  the  tenth  [day]  of  the  month,  [that] 
Nebuchadnezzar  kipg  of  Babylon  came,  he,  and  all  his  hos^ 


_   ._. -_ JSOQDQs t^lff^^F 

TioditweBty  Mvottb  chjipteri,'  oa  which  the  aocount  now  Sfvcii  will  dtfowpeat  Jif^ 
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•  '  tgiiiiflt  JenmJenii  and  litdwd  against  it ;  and  thej  boilt  forts 
t  againat  it  loOftd  about.  •  And  the  city  was  besieged  unto  the 

5  cleteiith  year  «f  king  Zedeldah.*  And  on  the  ninth  [day]  of 
Hie  [fourth]  month  the  fomine  prevailed  in  the  city>  and  there 
waa  no  bnii  for  the  people  of  the  land  ;  i^  /amine  became  to 

i  4  ttrribUif  thai  mam^JHm  the  CinoUry  ^d  there  Jor  aitfety.    And 

^  the  city  was  broken  up>  a  breach  vhu  made,  at  which  the  enemy 

f  etueredf  and  all  the  men  of  [war]  fied  by  night  by  the  way  of 

I  the  gate  between  two  wallsf  which  [Is]  by  the  king's  garden  : 

F  (new  the  Chaldees  [were]  against  the  city  round  aix>ut :)  aiid 

[the  king]  went  the  way  toward  the  plain  ;  Jeremiah  ttxnUd  have 
r  -  5  fi$r9uaded  $h§  king  toji  surrender j  but  he  would  not.    And  the 

army  of  the  Chaldees  pursued  after  the  king)  and  oTertook  him 
in  the  plaina  of  Jericho  t  and  all  his  army  were  scattered  from 
^  him.  So  they  took  the  kingt  and  brought  him  up  to  the  king 
of  Babyhm  to  Riblah  ;  a  city  between  Jerundem  and  Babylon^ 
where  he  lay  waiting  the  i^ue  of  the  mege  ;  and  they  gave  judg>» 
1  T  ment  upon  him.    And  they  slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  before 

lus  eyesy  and  put  out  the  eyes  of  Zedekiah,  and  bound  him  with 
fetters  of  brass,  and  carried  him  to  Baby  lon4 

6  And  in  the  fifth  month,  on  the  seventh  [day]  of  the  monthf 
which  [is]  the  nineteenth  year  of  king  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon,  came  Nebnaaradan,  eaplain  of  the  guard,  a  servant  of 

9  the  king  of  Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem.    And  he  burnt  the  hcnise 
of  the  I^an,  and  the  king's  house,  and  all  the  houses  of  Jerusa- 
10  lem,  and  every  great  [man's]  liouse  biimt  he  with  fire.H    And 
all  the  army  of  the  Chaldees,  that  [were  with]  the  captain  of  the 
guard,  brake  down  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  round  about,  that  it 
n  ndght  make  no  further  reeistanee.    Now  the  rest  of  the  people 
[that  were]  left  in  the  city,  and  the  fuffitives  that  feQ  away  to  the 
king  of  Babylon,  with  the  remnant  of  the  multitude,  did  Nebu- 
la uzaradan  the  captain  of  the  guard  carry  away.    But  the  captain 
of  the  guard  left  of  the  poor  of  the  hmd  [to  be]  vine  dressers  and 
husbandmen ;  he  gave  themjbrms  and  vineyardo  :  firwbaUy  he  had 
afiartieular  charge  given  him  coneermng  Jeremiah,  to  preserve  him 
oqfr.    Ste  Jeremiah  Ml,  %m<^ 
1 3      And  the  pillars  of  brass  that  [were]  in  the  house  of  the  LoeDi 
and  the  baseS}  and  the  brazen  sea  that  [was]  in  the  house  of  the 

•  JLm  won  m  iMwrtilni  iwr  hinttd  rf  li<f khh't  ttntherj,  he  bdlt  foiy  to  kmtp  wMcf 
from  cominff  to  the  city,  and  besieged  ic  Jeremiah  tells  as.  that  the  kinr  of  Ecypt  came  to 
help  2edeklMh«  but  the  Chatdeei  vent  a(ftiMtMSi.  and  he  Sod.  Vyoo  thiibthey  rcQiniedto 
the  si<ce»  which  lamdabooK  two  years.   See  jfir.  xxxvii. 

t  tt  aa  deacrihod  ia  Uam  iv.  i^io. 


?  A  cooBcU  waa  held*  aad  Zedekiah  brooriit  to  trial,  in  which  he  was  fixiBdtiiiltyar 
treachery  andrrbellion ;  upon  which  they  slew  his  sens  benrehim,  and  then  pot  cot  hb  eyeL 
chac  noocher  Object  mi^ht  thrtac  the  idraa  ef  that  Moody  Meoe  from  his  mind*  He  was  then 
boond  in  chuns,  and  carried  to  Babyloa,  to  drag  out  a  miierabte  existence  there.  While 
JevttaaiahforeCDMthiaat  Jerosalrtn,  Caefciel  foretold  it  at  Babyfcm.  7«r.  uxi'u  4.  Extk, 
mh  I X,  Jeremiah  forecold  his  goloff  to  Baby  ion,  and  #iof(  there.  Kseklel  fiwreBold  that  he 
^ttld  Ae  ac  Babylon,  thooghka  ihoold  neneraee  Is  j  and  so  it  came  to  pass,  he  waabft>«gh( 
Qiere*bat  never  beheld  It. 

I  The  bomlng  of  the  city  and  temple  had  ofVcn  been  ibretold*  hy  tnlab*  Jcvettah»  and 
Vseklel;  the  temple  waa  not  bomt  when  the  city  watukeoi  but«  about  a  month  alkcr«  ctti 
Cffvel  naolotipo  wai  t»hia«9  bora  both* 


_; 


Lm9,  dU  the  ChaUc«»bi«irit«niHocMiaid^arpM^0lv«^ 

14  them  to  Baby  loo.  Aad  tlie  pat9»  aiij  the  sba^eb)  and  t)i«  aaof- 
fers,  and  the  apowa,  and  aU  the  ve»$ela  otbm^  whorowUh  ^i^ 

15  mioiaceredy  took  they  away.  And  th^  irf^^aQffi  wd  the  bovla, 
[and]  such  thinga  as  [were]  of  gold*  [in]  gpU«  and  of  ailvery^xn] 

16  ailver,  the  captain  of  tbeguaffdJbook  away.  Thi^twppHlarayO^ 
aea»  and  the  hasea  which  Solomon  had  made  for  tho  house  of  the 

IT  Loan  ;  the  hraaaof  all  tbaie  veiaela  waa  without  weight.  The 
height  of  Uie  ose  pillar  [waa]  eighteen  cubita^  and  the  chajjtrr 
upon  it  Lwaa]  braaa :  and  the  heightof  the  chapiter  three  cubits ; 
and  the  wrealhen  work*  aod  poeiegcanatea  upon  the  cJba^ter 
round  about,  ail  of  braaa  :  ajad  like  mtto  these  had  the  accqpd 
piUar  with  wreathee  work. 

i$  And  the  explain  of  the  guard  took  Seraiah  the  chief  prjestt 
and  2^»phaniah  the  locood  piiesty  /A^  /ugh  /^«i'«  iefiutyy  ta^o 
«i8«  to  act  in  cme  qfhu  mcicitf  99  9r  incatm^ity,  and  Ijbe  three  keep- 

tp  ersof  thedoor.  And  out  of  the  city  he  took  an  oS^er,  eb^  waa 
aet  over  die  men  of  war>  and  jEve  men  of  th^XA  that  were  in  the 

.  lung's  preseneef  which  wereibond  in  the  city^  ^ni  the  principal 
acrihe  of  the  host,  which  muatened  the  i^ople  oi  the  iand^  and 
thKe  ecore  roe&  of  the  people  of  Jtbe  land  Lth«t  were]  fi^undia 
(Che  city  ;  9u:ty  gentUmen  of/oriune^  who  had  ^wpealtd  thcmttoe9 

to  ««fcectfy«*    And  Nebuaaradan  captain  of  the  guard  took  these* 

%k  uA  brevght  then  loathe  Uog^  Bobylefi  to  Riblah.  Aad  the 
litng  of  Babylon  amote  them*  at)d  alew  them  at  Riblah  in  the 
land  of  Hamath.  So  Judah  waa  carried  away  out  of  thc^  land ;; 
M  JmkMh  w»  carried  eafuive  abgut  0^  hunfkn4  tmd  thirty  j^ean 
•after  4htcafitMty  ^ikeien  trib^B. 

W  And  (aa  ^dt]  the  people  that  rematned  in  the  hind  of  Jtidaht 
<whom  Nebuchadnesaar  king  of  Bahffen  had  left,  even  over  them 

>    lie  aaade  Gedaliah  the  aaa  of  Ahikm,  the  son  of  Sh^han,  ruler  % 
prohaMy  i^um  ihe  reecmmendaitian  f^Jertvaah^  om  he  had  been  «nv 

93  ed  hy  hiM  father ^  and  had  a  great  reetiectfir  hie  eon.  And  when 
ail  tite  captains  of  the  armiea,  they  and  their  men,  heard  that  the 
king  of  J^byion  had  inade  Gedaliah  governor,  ^eie  came  to 
Gedaliah  to  Mi2pah,  even  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  and 
Johanan  the  son  of  Careah,  and  Seraiah  the  son  of  Tanhumei^ 

'     the  Netophafthite,  and  Jaaaaniah  the  son  of  a  Maachathiie»  they 

24  and  their  men.f*  And  Gedaliah  sware  to  them,  and  to  their 

men,  and  said  unto  them,  Fear  not  to  be  the  servants  of  the 

Chaldeea :  dwell  in  the  land,  and  serve  the  king  of  Babylon  i 

\       and  it  shall  be  well  with  you  ;  he  aseured  them  with  a  solemn  cathy 

that  they  ehouid  he  w/t,  (f  they  would  he  faithful  to  the  Jtinr  of 

M  Babylon^  But  it  came  to  pass  in  the  seventh  month,  that  Ish* 
maei  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  the  son  of  Elishama,  of  the  seed 

t  Thffts  men  had  fled  at  the  begtonin;  of  the  siege,  and  ^one  to  the  MoaUtet  and  Am* 
.ffiOMites?  J^r.  x\.  7  but  now  returneo,  and  put  thrmsdves  ander  his  command;  and  Jeremiah 
uUo  T^ur  hhiAKrtf  wider  hit  protection,  though  ihe  Chal«1ean  general  would  have  IukI  faiai  IMft 
with  t\m  to  fiah>loQ«  and  promiicd  to  we  ium  Undlr-tkere.  Jtr*  xk  a«'tfb 


•prftbftMf  these  a^n  were  the  dilef  fattcnrnMnts  hi  ^raeeoilng 
;:edekiah,  contrary  ta  the  prophec't  comnand,  not  lo  tttrrvnder, 
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*  fopij  estme,  thA  ten  men  vhh  bim,  uid  smote  GedoSah,  tliat  hm 
died}  and  the  Jews  and  Cfaaldees  that  vere  with  him  at  Miapah.* 

f#  And  all  the  people^  both  stiialt  and  great,  and  the  captahis  of  the 
armies,  arose,  and  came  to  Egfpt :  for  they  were  afraid  of  the 
ChaMeeti  MngtffraM  ^ -ike  rettntment  of  the  C/taidetM,  ihcy 
.  ^ertt'tOiMgyfUf  eotUrin^  to  the  t&mt^and  qf  the  lard,  Jffete  they 
behaved  very  wictedfyy  etnd  n»ere  eJl  deftroyed  /  they  took  Jeremiah 
with  thenty  and  hefiroMty  (Hed  there.    See  Jererrdah  xlHi. 

d7  And  it  came  to  ^yaia  m  the  seTen.and  thirtieth  year  of  the 
captivity  of  Jehoiachin  king  of  Judah,  in  the  twelfth  month,  or 
the  seren  and  twentieth  [day]  of  the  month,  [that]  Evilmero" 
dach  king  of  Bab3rlqifi,  Me^tfon  tf  Mhmhadhezzarj  in  the  year  that 
he  began  to  reig^  did  lift  up  the  head  of  Jehoiachin  king  of  Ju- 
dah out  of  prison  ;  gave  htm  dignity  and  /trtmotion  alwe  otAtr 

!%%  kinggf  who  were  then  cafittot  at  Badylon^  And  he  spake  kindly 
to  him,  and  set  his  throne  above  the  throne  of  the  kings  that 

89  [were]  with  him  in  Babylon ;  And  changed  his  prison  garmentSf 
and  gave  him  royai  aftfiarel :  and  he  did  eat  bread  eontlnualljr 
before  him  all  the  ds^s  of  his  life  ;  eat  at  his  tabUy  and  had  tin 

iO  allowance  far  the  Mufifiort  qfHafamity,  And  his  allowance  [was] 
a  contffiual  allowanex;  given  him  of  the  kingi  a  daily  rate  for 
every  day,  all  the  days  m  hn  Ufe.f 

*  ttfcaawl  being  of  ttie  \»eA  royat>  tfcwighf  lie  tadf  mitt  ritf*  ^  t>>  gftyenmimit ;  md. 
Wag  set  on  bj  the  king  ofthe  Ammonites*  hctriMlierMalf  murartd  Cfjhiirtii  «t  an  mttitt 
tainment  He  nad  prepared  far  hhn.  Gedaliah  had  been  warned  dt  UhmaeKi  designs,  bat  did 
Mt  apiMrrtttad  the  danger.   Sea  3^.  xl.  i3j  Sec. 

t  Tbe  |ewt  havaa  tndltkm  that  IfaiapriliccitaieMt  Into  prison  whh  |ehobchin,  &r  hia 
rvW  government  during  his  father's  ieVen  yesVt^dlstnittion ;  wad  that  this  was  the  reason  of 
his  favoar  and  aSection  to  him  afterwardL  This  wonid  be  an  eneooragemant  to  the  pioas  Jew» 
in — ^'-* ''^      — .^.^. •^  m^^.. ... — !-.• ..*._ 


anddMB  prophecy  i^uSh-ateMdeonffntioA'e  another.    After  this  time  the  land  lay  deaolat*» 
and  Iwpta  sahbacS  of  feventy  years' rest,  becaose  they  had  profoied  the  nMsaih.  and 
.laitwlhliTrfkhK  I  iliillii  n  itkr%  aiitta  toad  ilnrttw^^Tfry  scrqaih  yafc 
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First  Book  of  CHRONICLES. 


INTRODUCTION." 

^  _  .'  .  -     '  _ 

g^^  1  $  and  the  Jbtlomng  book  contain  iometMng  Ctmeerftatg  the 
^ .  state  qfthe  church  from  the  ieginmng  of  the  worldp  till  afier  the 
pa^ylomah  cafitrvityy  and  therefore  probably  toere  vnitten  at  that*  time 
iy  Ezra  ;  compare  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  22,  23.  ftfitk  Ezra  i,  1,  3,  3. 
The  ifiiif  design  of  them  w  to  give  an  exact  account  cf  the  gencoh^ 
giesy  esfiecially  qf  the  fhurchy  from  fidactti  downwards ;  that  9o  it 
^wight  certainly  be  knpvm  (f  what  tribe  and  fandly  Christy  the  firom^ 
iaed  seedy  was  $  which  therefore  Matthew,  htu  Luke  eapedaHt/y  make- 
use  of  to  this  purpose.  Here  are  also  related  severed  fiass^es  qf  the 
idngs  of  Jud^hy  omitted  in  the  kooks  ^Samuel  and  the  KuigSy^onrf- 
9ome  other  passages  are  explained, 

CHAP.    L  ' 

•  •  •  • 

Thrgenetd^^  fiwm  jidem  to  MrahatHy  fm/bae  pestkfU^  ft  ftcaunf^ 
.ed-i  esfaeeuOly. the  kings  end  tiuke9tf£tbm. 


S 


^  .XJL  Methttselahy  Lamoch,  Nofth,  Shenif  Uami  and  Japhcth. 
5  The  sons  of' Japheth ;  Gomer»  and  Magog,  wad  Madaii  and 
C  Jarant  and  Tubals  and  Meahoch,  a^d.Tiras.    And  t^  mds  fC 

7  GoiQier  ;  Ashchenasi  and  IUphath»  and  Togarmali.  And  the 
.    ions  of  Javan ;  Eliaha}  and  Tarsbiah»  Kittein*  and  Dodwiau  .  ^ 

8  The  sons  of  Ham  ;  Cush»  aod  Mtznunif  Put.  and  Canaan. 
3  And  the  sons  of  Gush ;  Sebah,  and  Havilsih,  and  Sabtat  aw) 

Raamah,  a^d  Sabteciia.  And  the  3ana  of  Rji^mnh  ^  Shcbii^ 
10  and  Dedan.  And  Cush  )>^ait  Nimrod  :  he  began  to  ha  Qugh^ 
IJ  upon  the  earth.  .  And  Mizraim  be^  Ludimf  and  Anaaiimi 

12  and  Lehabimf  and  Naphtuhinny  And  P^thruMnis  and  Casluhini» 

13  (of  whom  came  the  Philistines)  and  Ca^thoiim.    And  CaQam. 

14  begat  Zidon  his  Orst  born,  and  Hetb>  The  Jebuaite  also>  apd  tl^ 

15  Amorite,  and  the  Girgashite,  And  the  Hivite,  aM  the  A^^itei 
16^  and  the  Simte,  ^  And  the  Arvaditc^  and  the  iZcwny^  ttd  t^ 

Bamathite.  -  -   r. 

it '    The  ^ons.of  Sh^  I  £Iam»  .and  AjBuxv  and  Ai|>haxad|.«iid 


M9I9  A»d  Arphnnd begat  Aekh, and Shelah Ugm Eber.    Ai^ 

itnto^  Eber  were  bom  two  ions  t  tbe  name  of  the  one  [waa] 

.    Piekg ;  because  ia  hia  daya  the  earth  was  diyided  i  and  hia 

30  brother'a  name  [was]  Joktan.    And  Jokum  begat  Ahnodadi  and 

31  Sheleph,  and  Hazarmaveth,  and  Jerah,  Hiidoram  also»  and 
33,33  Uittlrand  Diklaht  And  JQmIi  and  Alam^ 

Ophir^  and  Havilah,  and  Jobab.    All  these  [were]  the  sons  of 

Jc^tan. 
34, 359  36,  Shem,  Arphaxad,  Shelah,  Eber,  Peleg,  Ren,  Serugt  Na* 
9^9  3a  hor,  Terah,  Abram,  the  fame  [is]  Abraham.    The  sona  of 

Abraham;  Isaac, and  Ishmael. 
39      These  [are]  their  generatbas :  the  firsUxnrn  of  Ishmae]^  Nd- 
50  baioth  ^  tben  Kedar,  and  Adbeel,  and  Mtbsamy  Miahma;  and 
31  Dumah,  Maasa^  Hadml,  and  Tema,  Jeturi  Naphiah,  antt  Kede« 

mah.    These  are  the  sons  of  Ishma^l. 

S3      No#  the  scms  of  Keturah,  Abraham's  concubine  :  she'bara 

•   Zimnm)  and  Mcshan,  and  Medan,  and  Midian,  and  Ishbafc,  and 

39  Shuah.    And  the  sons  of  Jokshan  ;  Sheba,  and  D^dan.    And 

•the  "sons  of  Midlan ;  Ephah,  andBpber,  and  Henoch^  abd  Abida» 

'    Wid^BktoKh.  All  these  [are]  the  sens  of  Returah.    i-     - 

94  ;    Abd  Abraham  begat  Isaac.    Tli^  ams  of  Isaae  t-  Esau '  ahd 

9sl  hxn^.    The  sons  of  Esau  ;  EHphaz,  Reuel,  and  Jeusb»  and  Jaa« 

36  ^ttfOi  aiid>Korah.    The  sons  of  Eliphaz  ;  Temahf  and  ^Olnai^, 

iff  '2ephi>  dhd  Gatam,  Kenaz,  and  Timna,  and  Amalek.    The  aona 

dfReuel;  NahatbyZerahyStonmahfilHlMiaziUi;  '    >  ji 

M   -^And  the  sons  of  Seir ;  Lotan,  and  Shebali  aiid<*Zib^on,  and 
39'  AoMlfr  tfidDfohen,  and  Eaar,  and  Dishsn.    And  the  sonsof  Lo*' 

tan;  Hon»  and  Homam ;  and  Timna  {was]'  Loian'a  slater. 
4f^l^mm4ft^^%MM  ;  Afian,  and  ManahaUh  and  Efaal,  Shephs 
41  ^MdOiiam.  Mtedthe  sens  of  Zibeon  ;  Aiahtand  Anah/  Th^ 

Murof^A^ah^  DishoB.  And  the  sons  of  Dbhon  (  Amram, 
4i'and  &ahbaii,«ndlthraa,  andChevan.  Thesensof  Eter;  BO- 
'    Utii^  afld  2kvsBy  [Ulid]  Jakn.    The  eons  of  EKkhan  ^  Va,  and 

Aran.  -  '    •    f  --■-  •   •  '•' 

43  '    l^fo^these  [are]  th«  kfngaihat  retgaediii  Ae  land  of  Edonf^ 
^   befo<^  t«*y!  l^g  rtoigned  ov6r  Uite  cMleh^n  of  Israel ;  Kla  the 

44  sonbfBebv:  and  tfafename  of 'faiacftr  [was]Dmhaballf«    'And 
^hen  Bdla^was  dead)  Jobab  tlie  aoh  4f  Zerah  of  BozH&h  reigiaedr 

45  in  hts  stead.    And  when  Jobab  was  dead)  Htistem  of  the  land 

46  of  the  TMiittftes  n^gned  in  hift  iiead.     And  when  ^ffushaih 
••aa  dead»  i&disd  the  son  of  Bedadi  whidi  smote  Mtdlkn  hi' the 

'     UMattf/lMh  reismed  fat  his  swad :  and  tiie  name  of^klseitf 

4f  VM]  AvMi.    And  when  Hadad  was  dead,  Sainlah  of  Masre- 

4t  lulh  rdgned  in  hia  stead.     And  when  Samlah  ^aa  dead,  Shaul 

49  of  Hehoboth  bf  the  riter  reigned  in  his  stead.    And  when  Shaul 

'  iNM  dead,  BaaUianan  the  son  of  Achbor  rdgnodihi  his  stead. 

m  Jbai  whok  'Baalhanan  was  dead,  Hadsd  r«l^0#  hi  his  atead  s 

and  the  aamebf  hiadtf  [was]  Pai ;  and  his  adfe1sname[wu«l 

MeiirtabdthtdtoghterofMatredtlhadai^l^ttcrafM 

V4i.  lit  BbV   *  ' 
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#1'^  H^^  ffi^  ^)M>.  And  tlie  Anlm  tif  EMa  w«p^i  AilMi 
rfj  Tiinn*^  dttke  Aliah,  duke'  Jctheth,  Duke  Ah6libMi»*h  dtike 
5fll  'Ekh,  dokc  Fmtm, DukcKcnaa,  duke  Tetiwn,  dukt  Atttear^ 
^4  Duke  Magtfiel,  duke  Ifam.    These  [are]  the  dukes  of  Edom. 


•     * 


;*r'  J? 


CHAP.   n. 

■    .  ■  • 

fnc  fi99tetitk9  (f^hmeif  Judkb^  >*«*,  CdMls  HerrfiH  ^md  J^ktJtmeei, 


\»  •  •  • 


4  T^H  E  a  E  Cure]  the  aops  of  Israel  >;  Reuben,  SboeoBr 
S,  f  X  riLevi,  and  Jwlah,  J^mmAw^,  tad  Zebidun,Dan,  Joifl|>ii» 
..««iftwii^l«,»ap|iiWLCki^*indAshcr^  ,  - 
3  The  sons  of  Judah  ;.i£rt  aad  OAas,  md  §hel^:  ['^liichj 
9T«idii90^  were  Jiom  untchliiiik  of  thedaughlcFof  Stoah  the  C«naa»» 
I  .JtQpf^  .'  APd  Er,  the. fijnrtbottt  of  Judah.  *  was  j^vii  la  the  ^iglit  of 
Hi  jthe  liP»JB;?axKl  he  skw  him*  ABdTaqaac  his  daughter  h^.law  haie 
^||:>Mm.PWmA4  Zerah.(AUU)^90B%#f  Judah  [were]  five*  The 
6  sons  of  Piivfi^  3  Hezrop».aud  H^qauL    And  t)ie  ^pusiof  !9ec^  ^ 

I .  S^m^'H  ^n^Eihim .  m?^  J^n^>  .^d  CakoV  am}  l)arfk<i  five  <ir 

.r.lhiw  i»  inHi.  Aod. the  flowfrofC^mi  j  A^wr^  the  tumbte  flf  U^ 
^?  n<^,  fui!ho..irMMgTQ&Hvcl  in  the  thing  acoaps?4*  And  tbesoof  m 
,9.Ethwi;  A»ri#h-    The  »oas.idao.of  Heaift^  UM^m^e  t»m 
10  unto  him ; :  JertttMUMift  mid  Rftia*  f»Hl  Cheluibai^,  And  Raia be* 
[   gaft^iUf^JMWijLimJAnmuiwtflil^be^ 
U.  piMidmi  9C7tM ;  Andl^^Jatehoi^.b^gat.  S»l4K%4»»l  «ahMilpegtt 
18  i|pa«>.AiidJ3<|a4'.t^g(^.Obed|./wlObedtMg9^!je^ifiii  ;  i;/ 
U      And  Jes$e  beg^  Ju»  ArsihorA  Sliab,  MiA  A^IlM^ 
l^.^d^finlSMniinft  tibe;tbM^.>(ethi«)se]l:tii^.«mthi  iBA|dMth# 
l5,.M..tftl»..  .©«cm««he'ftMithk:Piwidthe,aef«t^Mii:W 
-  'twieire}  Zlf^ittfO^ao^Abi^^    And  the  m^^f  Z«niiifi  s  lAUir 
W  dfi\mf  apdoft)^  ^99d  A«ftMib^  th«^^.  .  iV^.  AbifiiL^MMLAiRMIBa  : 

and  the  father  of  Amasa  [was]  Jether  the  IshmeeliAe.  .,i    / 

ifi:  1  Anft.€ateb..ifejiftfw^<5tf  tinWf<»  jHTfifi^^  [ehadia»3«<5.  A«ub|J^ 

?i{{^J[i^if<%^M»do£»(m9thtf(.^raoBa  [Afe}i&iQ^»Jesi|cir)  uid 

lBiiltfi<*iife  ai^d'Ardoi^.  vAdoAj^n  Azubfbh- wa  d^ad,  Gi^^  tool( 

V&,mt^ ^m  E9hrf^\k9  ^mk  im^  ha»  Hut.*  Aa4> Mm JNf^  Uri, 

2i:.....A^  ^tw^r<  HosfifOAF^.^tps^br  dai«8Miri>fr.M««faii% 
'^  i.tbff  6irt!#t'of:><*iteai4»  i*»boi|i  he.fmArned  who*  J|t  .[**!  'three 

^^  9ca^  yeacft  0U9  .^d  she.  bstf?e  biiP.i^^ibw  .  Aiid;S<ijg;«ib  t^gat 

33  :J»in  1^Q>h^i<Kree  wd  tw^mijr  f^ftV^m  the  l(md^X>Ue«^  AnA 

..  he  took  Geslmr,  md  Amoh^'i^^  th^  towna^  J^  from  tilc«i» 

iw.3irHb  Kentth  and  the  townatheitefC;  [^ven]  threie  tfeoffe  eiffeeti^  dl 

h;jlh»9c|.  [lMllM«ed  10]  <he  «o^  ^  :]V4««hir,  the..  Sith«r  #f  Cifead. 

24hA4«d.ftft(tit  tfeMt  He  von  Haa  d^pd  «iGidebefitnq|itak>  tlieli  Ai»4b 
^P  Jie»KMi'f  «rtfe  baric  hm  :  A^hur  the  fiHiher  t>f..T«ihoftw    •       - 

25  .i«Attd.^(h»  99ni^ofy»i%httioel-th^^Sva(boqit  •^iHecro*  Mere» 
Ram  Uie  firstborn,  and  9t]p|h|  and  Oren,  and  0|pqpi^(iVBd} 
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f6  AUJAh.    Jerahmeel  ha4  alflo^^Mtfmr  wife)  whose  name,  [was] 

87  Atarah ;  she  [waa]  the  mother  ot  Onam.    And  the  sons  of 

$am  the  firatborQX)f«  Jerahmeel  were.  Maaz*  and  Janux^  aa4 

98  Eker.    And  the  sons  of  Onam  were,  Shaininaly  and  Jada.  And 

99  tfie  eons  of  Shiunfoai )  Nadab»  and  Ahisbur*  Aini  the  narae 
of  the  wifiaof  AbiahuTf  [waa]  AbihaiU  and  she  bare  him  Ahba% 

30  and  Molid.    And  the  aona  of  Nadab ;  Seledyand  App^im  i  but 
3i  Sdcd  died  without  ehildren*    Aad  the  eona  of  Appaim  ;  Ishj. 
And  the  eona  of  lahi ;  Sheahan,    Am)  t^te  childr»  of  Sheahan; 
98  AhlaL    Andthe  nMMof  Xadathebrolherof  Sbammai;  Jelbary 
33  and  Jonathan  t  and  Jether  died  without  chiidren.    And  thesoDs 
of  Jonathan  ;  Pdeth  and  Zaaa.    Theae'were  the 'aoiia  of  Jerah- 
meel* 

94  Now  Sheahan  had  no^osoi  but  daughters.  And  Sheahani^^d 

95  a  servant^  an  Egyptian*  whose  name  [waa]  Jarba.  And  Sha- 
alian  gave  his  daughter  to  Jarha  hia  aervaot  to  wife  ;  md  ahe 

36  hare  bins  Attai.  And  Attai  begat  Natlian,  and  Nfttkau  begat 
97  Zabad,  And  Zabad  begat  Bphhd,  «nd  Ephlal  bqpit  Ob^ 
38  39  And  Obed  begat  Jehu,  and  Jehu  begat  Acariahy  And  Aaa- 

40  nah  begat  Helez,  and  Hdes  begat  Eleaaaht  And  Eleaaab  begat 

41  Siaamai,  and  Siaamai  begat  Shailum»  And  Shalluni  begat  Jeka» 
miah,  and  Jekanuah'begRt  Eliahama. 

42  Now  the  sons  of  Caleb  the  brother  of  JeralMneel  [were]  AIef> 
aha  hia  firstboniy^whiGfa  [waa]  the  &ther  of  Ziph ;  and  tb4 

43  aona  of  Mare^Mh  the  father  of  Hebron.    And  the  eona  of 

44  HebioB  ;  Korah*  and  TapfMrnh,  and  Rekem»  Jind  Shema.  And 
Shema  begat  Raham^  the  &ther  of  Jorhoam  t  and  Rslnmibegat 

45  Sharaaaai*    Aad  the  son  <^  Shamnau  [waa]  Maon ;  'and  ilaon 

46  [waa]  tiiefadierof  Bethaur.  And  Ef^bah,  Cakh'a  ooncubmey 
bare  Haran,  and  Moaa,  and  Gaaea  ;  and  Hann  begat  GsEoe. 

47  Andtfaeaonaoflabdai ;  RegeM»  and  Jolhain»  and  Gitahami  and 

48  Pelet,  and  Epfhah,  and  Sha^h.    Maadudi^  Caleb's  conaubine^ 

49  bare  Shd^er,  and  Tirhanah.  She  bare  alao  Shaaph  (he  father 
of  Madmaimah,  Sheya  the  fkther  jof  Machhenah*  «id  the  father 
of  Gibea  :  and  the  danghler  ofCalob  [waa]  Aohaah. 

BO  Theae  were  the  aona  of  Caleb  the  sonof  Hor,  the  firatbom  of 
5t  Ephratah  ;  Shobal  the  teher  of  Kiiyithjeariai,  Sahna  the  teher 
59  of  Bethfchem^  Hareth  the  falher  of  Bethgader.    And  Sliohd 

the  father  of  Kiryathjearim  had  aona  ;  Haroeh,  {and]  half  of  the 
•^  Manahethitea.    Andtbefiunilieaef  Kirjatbfcaiun;  theltfaritesy 

and  the  Puhites,  and  the  Shumatliitea»  and  the  MJahwiites  ;  of 

54  them  came  the  Zareathites^  and  the  Eshtaulites.    The  sons  of 

'    Salma ;  Bethlehem,  and  the  Netophathites,  Ataroth,  the  housd 

95  of  Joab,  and  half  of  the  Manahetbiteay  the  Zorites.    And  the 

families  of  the  scribes  which  dwelt  at  Jabez  ;  the  Tirathites» 
*  ^e  Sbhtteathites,  [and]  Suchadutes.  Theae  [ace]  ^  Knmies 
-     Huil  eame  of  Hemath,  tiie  father  of  the  houaeof  Reohah.  • 


i 
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eHAP.  in.  ? 

f%e  •muo/DavidikitimetoZedtkiahi  and  tht  fioHtrity  ^Jtcomah^ 


1  "^ro  W  these  were  the  sons  of  David  whi^  wore  bons 
JJN  tmto  him  in  Hebron  ;  the  finftborn  AmacnN  of  Ahi- 
noam  the  Jecreeliteso  :  the  second,  Dsniely  of  Abigail  the  Car- 

S  melitess  :  The  third,  Absalom  the  son  of  Maachah  the  dane^bte^ 
of  Talmu  king  of  Geshur :  the  fourth  Adonijah  the  soo  of 

3  Ha«itii :  The  fifth,  Shq>hat)fth  of  Abitid  :  the  sixth,  Ithnsa» 

4  by  Sglah  his  wife.  [These]  six  were  bom  unto  him  in  Hebroa^ 
and  tfiere  he  reigned  soTon  years  and  six  months  :  and  In  Jcra* 

5  salem  he  reisned  thirty  and  three  years.  And  these  were  bom 
unto  him  in  Jerusalem  ;  Shimea,  and  Sbobab,  and  Nathan,  «nd 

6  Solomon,  four,  of  Batiishna  the  daughter  of  Ammid  &  Ibhav^ 

7  also,  and  Elishama,  and  Efiphelet,  And  Nogah,  and  Nepl^g, 

8  and  Ja^ia,  And  Eliahama,  and  Eliada,  and  £ii|ihelely  une^ 
^  [Theoe  were]  all  the  sons  of  David,  beside  the  sons  of  the  oon-. 

cuUnes,  and  Tamar  their  sisten 
'10  And  Solomon^s  son  [was]  Rehoboam,  Abia  his  son,  Asa  hi» 
.1 1  aon,  Jehoshi^hal  Ida  son,  Jcivam  hissonf  Ahaaah  his  son,  Jeaabi 
1 13  his  son,  Amaziah  hisson^  Axariah  h'is  son,  Jotham  his  son, 
'IS  14  Ahsa  his  aon,  Hesekiah  his  son,  Manasseh  his  son,  AmoA' 
,15  Ins  son,  Josiah  his  aon.  And  the  sona  of  Josiah  [were,}  the 

firatbom  Johanan,  She  second  Jehoiakim,  the  third  Zed^kiah, 
il6  the  fenrth  Shallufla.    And  the  ions  of  Jehoialdin  f  Jeceniab 

hio  aon,  Zedekiah  hk  son* 
,17  18   And  the  sons  of  Jeconiah  \  Asur,  Salathtelhis  son,  Makln** 

mm  also,  and  Pedaiab,  and  Shenaaar,  Jecamiah,  Hoshaaa,  and 
,19  Nodrfuab^    And  the  sons  of  Pedaiab  [were,]  Zombbabel,  and 

Shimei :  and  Ihe  sons  of  Zerubbabd  ;  MeshuUam,  and  JEbna^ 

20  niah,  and  Shelomith  their  siater  \  And  Hashubah,  and  Ohd, 

31  and  Berechiah,  and  Hasadiah,  Jiishabhesed,  five.    And  the  aooa 

•    or  Hananiah  $  Pelatiah,  and  Jesaiah  ;  the  oona  of  Rephaiab, 

the  sonsof  Aman,  theaanaof  Obadiah,ihesoniof  Shecbamah. 
S3  And  thesons^^echaniak  ;  Shemakdi :  and  the  sons  of  ^he- 

maiah;  Hattush,  andlg^  andBariahtandNeariah,andSha- 
S^  phat,  six*    And  the  sons  of  Neariidi ;  EBoonai,  and  Headaah*' 

and  Azrikam,  three.    And  the  sons  of  Elioenai  [were,]  Hoda* 

iah,  and  EMashfe,  and  Polaiah,  imd  AJkkub,  and  Johanan,  and 
V    Dalaiah,  and  Anani,  s^ven^ 


CHAP,    IV, 

jnepmHrkif  ^  JuMk  ly  CuM  $heMn^  Bur  /  ofMhuTj^/^H* 
MmmiB  «o»  qf  Matron  ;  tf  Jabez  ;  ^  Ske(ah  /  and  %f  Simims 
She  c^Oqtmi^  Gedor^  ^c. 

1  npHB  sons  of  Jtidah ;  Pharez,  Hezron,  and  Carmi,  sol 
ft    JL    Hur^atid  Shobal.    And  Rooab  Uie  son  of  Shobid  begat 
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Miath  ;  8M  Jahath  be^t  Aliimu>  and  Lahad.    These  [are! 
9  the  fcmilies  of  the  Zorathites.    And  these  [were  of]  the  father 

ofEtam;  JesreeV&ftd  Ishmt)  and^Idbash:  and  the  name  of 
4  their  sister  [was]  Hazelelponi :  And  Penuel  the  fieither  of  Ge-% 

dor,  and  Eeer  the  father  of  HuShah.    These  [are]  the  sons  of 

Hur,  the  firstborn  of  Ephratah)  the  fether  of  Bethlehem. 
*  S      And  Ashnr  the  fiither  of  Tekoa  had  two  wives,  Helah,  and 

#  Kaarah,    And  Naar^h  bare  him  Ahuzam,  and  Hepher,  *and 
TemenI,  and  Haahashtari.    These  were  the  sons  of  Naarakr 

T  And  the  sons  of  Helah  tw^e,]  Zereth,  and  Jezoar,  and  Ethfian. 
8  And  Cos  begat  Anub,  and  Zd>ebah,  and  the  families  of  Aharhel 
the  son  of  Harum. 

#  And  Jabez  was  more  honourable  than  his  brethren :  and  hiii 
mother  called  his  name  Jabez,  saying,  Because  I  bare  him  with 

10  sorrow.  And  Jabez  called  on  the  Oed  of  Israel,  saying,  Qfh 
that  thou  wouldst  bless  me  indeed,  and  enlarge  my  coast,  and 
that  thine  hand  might  be  with  me,  and  that  t)K>u  wouldst  kee)> 
[me]  from  eyil,  that  it  may  not  grieve  me  !  And  God  granted 
him  that  which  he  requested. 

1 1  And  Chelub  the  brother  of  Shuah  begat  Mehlr,  whkh  [was) 
f9  the  fiither  of  Bshton.    And  Eshton  begat  Bethrapha,  and  Pa« 

seah,  and  Teldnnah  the  fiaEther  of  Imahash.    These  [are]  the 
IS  men  of  fiechah.    And  the  sons  of  Kenaz  j  Othniel,  and  Sera** 

14  iah  t  lind  the  sons  of  Othniel ;  Hathath.  And  Meonothai  be« 
gat  Ophrah  $  and  Seraiah  begat  Joab  the  ftther  of  the  valley  of 

15  Charashim  %  for  they  were  craftsmen.  And  the  sons  of  Cald> 
the  son  of  Jephunneh  i  Iru,  Elah,  and  Naam  :  and  the  sons  of 

15  Elah,  even  Kenaa.    AncI  the  sons  of  Jehaleleel ;  ZIph,  and 

17  Ziphah,  Tiria,  and  Asareel.    And  the  sons  of  Ezra  T^ete,] 

*  Jether,  and  Mcared^  and  Epher  and  Jafon  :  and  she  bare  Mifiamf 

18  and  Shammai,  and  Ishbah  the  fether  of  Eahtemoa.  And  his 
wife  Jehudijah  bare  Jered  the  father  of  Gedor^  and  Heber  the 
ftther  of'Socho,  and  Jcfkuthiel  the  fether  of  Zanoah.  And  these 
[are]  the  sons  of  Bifhiah  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  which  Mered 

19  took.  And  the'  sensof  [his]\i4fe  Hediah  the  sister  of  Nahamt 
the  father  pf  R^ah  the  Garmite,  and  Eahtemoa  the  Maacha^ 

30  thite.    And  ^le  sons  of  Shimon  [werel  Amnon,  and  Rhmah, 

•  Benhanan,  and  TUon,  And  the  son^  cf  Ish!  [were]  Zobfttjit 
Kod  Benzoheth. 

f  I  The  sons  of  Sl\eh|h  the  son  of  Judah  [were,]  Er  the  filthy  of 
I^ecah,  and  Laadah  the  fether  of  Mareshah,  and  the  families  of 
the  house  of  them  that  wrought  fine  linen,  of  the  house  of  Ash* 

23  bea^And  Joking  and  the  men  of  Chozeba,  and  Joa$h,  andSaraph^ 
who  had  the  dominion  in  Moabf  fmd  Jiishubilehem-    And  [these 

23  4re]  ancient  things.    These  [were]  the  potters^  and  those  tfaa| 
*  dwdlt  among  plonta  and  hedges :  there  they  dwell  wMi  tfib 

king  fbr  his  work. 

24  The  sons  of  Simeon  [were,]  Nemuel,  and  Jamhh  Jariby'Ze^ 
%5  rah)  [and]  Shaul :  Sfaallum  hie  son,  Mibaam  h^f  nOf  Mishif  a 
'%$  his  soQ.    AdA  tha  sons  of.  Mishma  i  Iboivd  Im  ioA  ZtcchtT 


S99  I.  CHRONICLES.    V.- 

37  his  Mil)  Shimei  hit  bob.  And  ^imei  httd  ustoea  Mmand  sfac 
daughters ;  but  his  brethren  had  not  niaiiy  childreD^  neither  dU 
M  all  their  family  nM^ltiply,  like  to  the  children  of  Judah,  And  thej 
%9  dwelt  at  Beeraheba,  and  Moladah)  and  HasarshuaUAndatBUh^bt 
SO  and  at  Eseni)  and  at  Tolad»  And  at  Bethuel,  and  at  Hormah, 
31  and  at  Ziklag,  And  at  Bethmarcaboth^and  Hasarsasim,  and  «t 
Bethbireiy  and  at  Shaaraim.  These  [were]  their  cities  nniD 
S3  the  reign  of  David.    And  their  villages  [were]  £tam,  and  A]n» 

33  Rimnion}  and  Tochenf  and  Ashan,  five  dties.  And  all  their 
villages  that  [were]  round  about  the  same  cities  unto  Baal. 

34  These  [were]  their  habitations,  and  their  genealogy.    And  Me- 

35  shobab,  and  Jamlech,  and  Joshah  the  son  ckT  Amaaahf  And  Joe!^ 
and  Jehu  the  son  of  Josibiah,  the  son  of  Sersiah,  the  son  of  Asicl» 

3€  And  Elioenai,  and  Jaakobah,  and  Jeshohaiah,  and  Asaiah,  and 
37  Adiely  and  Jesimiely  andBenaiah,  And  Ziza  the  son  of  Shij^it  the 

son  of  Allon,  the  son  of  Jedaiah,  the  son  of  Shimri,  the  son  of  She- 
3S  maiah ;  These  mentioned  by  [their]  names  [were]  princes  in 

their  &niilies  :  and  the  house  of  their  fiithers  increased  greatly* 

39  And  they  went  to  the  entrance  of  Gedorf  [even]  unto  the 

40  east  side  of  tiie  valleyv  to  seek  pasture  for  their  flocks.  And 
they  finmd  fat  pasture  and  good*  and  the  land  [was]  wide,  and 
quiet,  and  peaceable ;  for  [they]  of  Ham  had  dwelt  there  of 

41  old.  And  these  written  by  name  came  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah 
king  of  Judah,  and  smote  their  tents,  and  the  habitati<ms  that 
were  (bund  there)  and  destroyed  them  utterly  unto  this  day,  and 
dwelt  in  their  rooms :  because  [there  was]  pasture  there  for 

48  their  flocks.  And  [some]  of  them,  [even]  of  the  sons  of  Skne^ 
on,  five  hundred  men,  went  to  mount  Seir,  having  for  ttieir 
ca^^Uins  Pdatiah,  and  Neariah,  and  Rephvah,  and  Uzziel,  the 

43  ttons  of  Ishi.  And  they  smote  the  rest  of  the  Aaielekites  that 
were  escaped,  and  dwelt  there  unto  this  day. 


CHAP.    V. 

/ 

JTh^  Une  ^Meu^en  ;  their  hatUatum^  and  cmqunt  ojithe  Hiigarite9. 

1  *^T0  W  the  sons  of  Reuben  the  firstborn  of  Israel,  {for  he 
«      X^    [was]  the  firstborn  ;  but  forasmuch  as  he  defiled  his 

father's  bed,  his  birthright  was  given  unto  the  sons  of  Joseph  the 
son  of  Israel :  and  the  genealogy  is  not  to  be  reckoned  after  the 

2  birthright    For  Judah  prevailed  above  his  brethren,  and  of 
him  [came]  the  chief  ruler  ;  but  the  birthright  [was]  Joseph's:) 

3  The  sons,  [I  say,]  of  Reuben  the  firstbora  of  Israel  [were,] 

4  Hanoch,  and  PaJlu,  Hezron,  and  Carmi.    The  sons  of  Joel ; 

5  Shemaiah  his  son,  Gog  his  son,  Shimei  his  son,  Micah  his  son, 
,  f  Reaia  his  son^  Baal  his  sc^i,  Bee.rah.  his  fion,  whom  TilgathpQp 

neser  king  of  Assyria  carried  away  [captive  :]  h#  [was]  prince 
7  of  the  Rei&enites.    And  his  brethren  by  their  femtUes,  when 


the  geikealogy  of  their  generations  was  reckoned,  [were]  the 
M  chief,  Jeiel,  and  Zechariah,  And  Belt  the  eon  of  Azaz,  the  son 

of  Shema,  the  son  of  Jod,  who  dwelt  in  Aroer,  even  unto  Neho 
'9  and  BaaUneon :  And  eastward  he  inhabited  unto  the  entering 

inof  the  wilderness  finoin  the  rirer  Euphrates:  because  their 
40  cattle  were  multiplied  in  the  land  of  Gilead.    And  in  the  days 

of  Saul  they  made  war  with  the  Hagarites,  who  fell  by  their 
;    hsftid  :  and  they  dwelt  in  their  tents  throughout  all  the  east 

[land]  of  Gilead. 
1 1      And  the  children  of  Gad  dwelt  over  against  them,  in  the  laid 
13  of  Bashan  unto  Salcah :  Joel  the  chief,. and  Shapham  the  nezt^ 

13  and  Jaanai,  and  Shaphat  in  Bashan.  And  their  brethren  of  the 
house  of  their  &thers  [were,]  Michael,  and  MeahuUam,  and 

14  Sheba,  and  Jonu,  and  Jachan,  and  Zia,  and  Heber,  seven.  These 
[are]  the  children  of  Abihail  the  son  of  flurii  the  son  of  Jaroalb 
the  Sgn  of  Gilea4>  the  son  of  Michael,  the  spn  of  Jeshislyd,  the 

15  son  of  Jahdo,  tHe  son  of  Buz  ;  Ahi  the  son  of  Abdiel,  the  so^ 

16  i^f  Guni,  chief  of  the  house  of  their  fieithers.  And  ihey  dwelt 
fax  Gilead  in  Bashan,  and  in  her  towns,  and  in  all  the  suburbs  of 

17  Sharon,  upon  their  borders.  All  these  were  reckoned  by  gede- 
alogies  in  the  days  of  Jotham  king  of  Judah,  and  in  the  days  c^ 
Jeroboam  king  of  Israel.    ^ 

Jt  The  sons  of  Reuben  and  the  Gadites,  and  half  the  tribe  of 
'  Manasseh,  of  valiant  men,  men  able  to  bearbuck)er  and  swordy 
, '  and  to  shoot  with  how,  and  skilful  in  war,  [were]  four  and  forty 
.  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  score,  that  went  out'  to  the  war. 
f9^ ;  And  they  made  war  with  th^  Hagantes,  with  Jetur,  and  Nephishf 
20'  and  Nodab.  And  they  were  helped  agsfinst  Ihem,  and  the  Ha? 
]  garites  were  delivered  ;into  thejr  hand,  .and  all  that  [were]  wUh 
*"  them  i  for  they  cried  to  God  in  the  battle,  aiid  he  was  intrea(e4 
tV  ofthem  ;  because,  they  put  their  trust  in  him.  And  they  too)^ 
**  /awa^  thedr  cattle  ;  of  their  c4mels  fifty  thousand,  aad  of  sheep 
^"  two'  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and  of  asses  fwo  thousand,  ah^ 
22  bfipeti.an  hundred  thousand.  For  there  felld^wn  many  slaini 
**  bec^U^ttte  War  [Was]  of  God.  And  they  dwelt  in  their  steals  until 
i3^the  captivity.  And  the  children  of  the  halif  ynbe  of  K{ans^sse^ 
'^  *'  dwelt  tn  the  land  :  they  increased  frpm  Bashan  linto  BaalheranQ|i 
ft  and  Selilr,  and  unto  nibunt  flermon.  And  .these  [were]  the  Keada 
^  of  the  house  of  their  fathers,  even  Epher,  and  Ishi,  and  Elief,  an4 
^^  ^'A2;riel,.and  Jeremiah,  and  Bodaviah^  and  Jahdiel,  iplghty  meft 
'  ''6fvatodr,  fkmoiHsmen,  [and]  heads  of  tlie  house  of  their  fathera* 
f!l(^^  And  they'  transgressed  against  the  Gkxl  of  their  fathers,  and  went 
*  '*a  whbrtng  after  the  gods  of  the  people  of  the  land,  whom  ,God 
fi  destroyed  before  them.  And  the  God  of  Israel  stirred  up  the 
^  spirit  of  Pul  king  of  Assyria,  and  the  spirit  of  TJgathpilneser 
\  king  df  Assyria,  and  he  carried  them  away,  e\  en  th/s  Reubenitea 
I'  'and  tl^e  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  and  brought 
^'  them  umo  Halah^  and  Habor,  $ind  Kara,  and  to  the  eiver  GozaQf 
'    unto  this  day,  ^  ' 


400  I.  CHRONICLES.    VI. 

CHAP.    VL 

.  _    • 

!nc  «OJM  tfLevi  i  thcUnc  ^f  theprietH  /  tht  office  (f  Aarxm^ 

Mb  imti 

1  ^T'H  E  sons  of  Levi  ;  Gei^hon,  Kohath,  and  Merari,     And 
3    X    the  sons  of  Kohath  ;  Amram,  Izhar,  and  HebroOf  and 

3  Uzziel.    And  the  children  of  Amram  ;  Aaron,  and  Mbses»  afid 
Miriam.    The  sons  also  of  Aaron  :  Nadab,  and  AbihUv  Eleazar, 

4  and  Ithamar.    Eleazar  begat  Phihehas,  t^hinehas  begat  Abishuay 

5  6  And  Abishuabegat  Bukki,  and  Bukki  begat  Usui,  Md  Uzad  begat 

7  Zerahlah)  and  Zeraliiah  begat  Meraioth,  Merwth  begat  Ama- 

8  riah,  and  Aihariah  begat  Ahitub,  And  Ahitubbegat  ZadolCf  and 
^  Zadok begat  Ahimaa2,  And  Ahimaaz  be^at  Azariah>  azid  Azariah 

10  bedit  Jol^an,  And  Johanan  begat  Azariah)  (he  [it  is]  that  exe- 
cuted the  priest's  oftice  in  the  temple  that  SolfunonbuOtiD  JerQ* 

1 1  salem :)  And  Azariah  begat  Amanah,  and  Amariah begat  Abitub» 

12  13  And  Ahitub  begat  Zadok.  atxl  Zadok  begat  Shsalum>  And 

14  Shalluixi  begat  Hilkiah,  and  Hilkiah  begat  Azariah,  And  Azari- 

15  ah  begat  Seraiah,  and  Seraiah  begat  Jehozadak,  And  Jehozadak 
went  [into  captivity,]  when  the  Loan  carried  away  Judah  and 

16  Jerusalem  by  the  hand  of  Nebuchadnezzar.    The  sons  of  Levi  ; 

17  Gebhom,  Kohath,  and  Merari.    And  these  [be]  the  names  of 

18  the  sons  of  Gershom  i  Libni,  and  Shimei.  And  the  s<ms  of 
Kohath  [were]  Amram,  and  tzhar,  and  Hebron  andUz^el. 

19  Th^  sons  of  Merari ;  Mahli,  and  Mushi.    And  these  [are]  the 

20  families  of  the  Levites  according  to  their  &thers.  Of  Gershoms 
31  Libni  his  son,  Jahath  his  son,  Zin^mah  his  son,  Joah  Ids  aoOf 
S3  Iddo  his  son,  Zcrah  his  son,  Jeaterai  his  son.    The  sons  of  Ko» 

33  hath;  Amminadabhisson,  Korah  his  son,  Assir  his  sod,  Elkanah 

34  his  son,  and  Ebiasaph  his  son,  and  Assir  his  son,  Tahath  hb  soOf 

35  Uriel  his  son,  Uzziah  his  son,  and  Shaul  his  son.  And  the  sooa 
35  of  Elkanah  ;  Amasai,  and  Ahimoth.  [As  for]  Elkanah  ;  Uie  sotta 
S7  of  Elkanah  ;  Zophai  his  son,  ahd  Nahath  his  son,  Eliab  his  aab* 

38  Jeroham  his  son,  Elkanah  his  son.    And  the  sons -of  Samuel ; 

39  the  firstborn  Vashnii  and  Abiah.  The  sons  of  Merari,  Maldi, 
SO  I^ibni  his  son,  Shimei  his  son,  Uzza  his  soil,  Shimei  his  soiiy 

Haggiah  his  son,  Asaiah  his  son.  ' 

3 1  And  these  [are  they]  whom  David  set  oi^r  the  aeryicc  ol" 
song  in  the  house  of  the  Loan,  after  that  the  ark  had .  reit 

32  And  they  ministered  before  the  dwelling  place  dT  the  tabenuuc^ 
of  the  congregation  with  singing,  until  Solomon  had  built  the 
house  of  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem  :  and  [then]  they  waited  w 

33  their  office  according  to  their  order.  And  these  [arej  thef 
that  waited  with  their  chiWren.    Of  the  sons  of  the  Kohathites ; 

34  Heman  a  sin^r,  the  son  of  Joel,,  the  son  of  Shemud,  The  afan 
of  Elkanah,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  £ltd|  the  son  tf 

35  Tos^,  The  son  of  Zuph,  the  son  of  Elkanah,  the  son  of  Mafaa€i» 

36  the  son  of  Amasai^  The  iMti  of  Elkanah,  the  son  of  Joel,  the  loa 
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Sf  of  Atariah,  the  son  of  Zephaniah^  The  son  of  Tahath,  the  son  of 

38  Assir,  theson  of  Ebiasaph,  the  son  of  K.orah,  The  aon  of  Ixhar,the 

39  son  of  Kohath)  the  son  of  Levi,  the  son  of  Israel.  And  his  brother 
^  ^'   Asaph,  who  stood  on  his  right  hand,  [even]  Aaaph  the  son  of  Be« 

40  rachmh,  the  son  of  Shimea,  The  son  of  Michael,  the  son  of  Baa- 
1 4 1  seiah,  the  acm  of  Malchiah.  The  son  of  Ethni,  the  son  of  Zerah, 

42  the  9on  of  Adalah,  The  son  of  Ethan,  the  son  of  Ziininah,  the  son 
«43  of  Shimei,  The  son  of  Jahath,  the  son  of  Gershom,  the  son  of 

44  Levi.   And  their  brethren  the  sons  of  Merari  [stood]  on  the  left 
hand :  Ethan  the  son  of  Kishi»  the  son  of  Abdi,  the  son  of  Mal- 

45  luch,  The  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  aon  of  Amaziah,  the  son  of  Hii* 

46  kiah,  The  son  of  Amzi,  the  son  of  Bani,  the  son  of  Shamerf 

47  The  aon  of  Mahli,  the  son  of  Mushi)  the  son  of  Merari,  the  son 

48  of  Levi.    Their  brethren  also  the  Levites  [were]  appointed  unto 
all  manner  of  service  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  house  of  d^. 

.  49  '  But  Aaron  and  his  sons  offered  upon  the  altar  of  the  bumC 
offering,  and  on  the  altar  of  incense,  [and  were  appointed]  lor 
a!l  the  work  of  the  [place]  most  holy,  and  to  make  an  atonement 
for  Israel,  according  to  all  that  Moses  the  servant  of  God  had 

50  commanded*    And  these  [are]  the  sons  of  Aaron  ;  Eleazar  his 

5 1  son,  Phihehas  his  son,  Abishua  his  son,  Bukki  his  son,  Uzzi  his 
53  son,  Zerabiah  his  son«  Meraioth  his  son,  Amariah  his  soui  Ahi* 

53  tub  his  son,  Zadok  his  son,  Ahlmaaz  his  son. 

54  Now  these  [are]  their  dwelling  places  throughout  theu*  cas-' 
ties  in  their  coasts,  of  the  sons  of  Aaron,  of  the  families  of  the  ' 

55  Kohathites  :   for  their's  was  the  lot.    And  they  gave  them 
Hebron  in  the  land  of  Judah,  smd  the  suburbs  thereof  round 

5^  about  iu    But  the  fields  of  the  city,  and  the  villages  thereof^ 

M  they  gasre  to  Caleb  the  son  of  Jepbunneh.    And  to  the  sons  of 

Aaron  they  gave  the  cities  of  Judah,  [namely,]  Hebron,  [the 

city]  of  reftiige,  and  Libnah  with  her  suburbs,  and  Jattir  and 

59  Eshtenioa,  with  their  suburbs^  And  Hilen  with  her  suburbs,  De- 

.  ^9  bir  with  her  suburbs,  And  Ashan  with  her  suburbs,  and  Bethshe- 

^4o  onesh  with  her  suburfis.     And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  j 

]        Geba  with  her  suburbs,  and  Alemeth  with  her  suburbs,  aod  An- 

aEtbo|h  with  her  suburbs.^    All  their  cities  throughout  their 

$1  families  [werej  thirteen  cities.    And  unto  the  sons  of  Kohath^ 

[which  were^left  of  the  family  of  that  tribe,  [were  cities  ffiven] 

qfat  of  cbe  hatf  tribe,  .[^D<^^^y)  out  of]  the  half  [tribe]  of  Manas« 

]^  seh»  by.  lot,  ten  cities*    And  to  the  sons  of  Gershom  throiu;hout 

«  ;    thei^  fomilies  [were  given]]  out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  ami  out 

r   •    of  tibf  tmbe  of  Asher,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Napbtali,  and  out 

f.^3  of  the  tribe  of  Mafiasseh  in  Bashan,  thirteen  cities.    Unto  tbm 

\^      aoi^t  of  Merari  {[were  eiven]  by  lot,  throughout  their  families^ 

out. of  the  t^ibe-of  Reuben,  ^  out  of  the  tribe  of  G^  and  out 

\'%4  of  the  tribe;  tif  Zebulun,  .twelve  cities.    And  the  children  of 

;;  \  J^C^  B^^?  V$  the  Levity  C^^'l^!]  cities  with. their  suburbs. 

(05 .  And  they  gave.by  lot  out  of  thei  tribe  of  .the  children  of  JTudah^ 

^^^^  ^attdfNrt  c^the  tribe  of  ^hejchildren  of  Simeon,  and  out  of  t|ie 

tribe  of  the  children  of  Benjamin)  these  cities^  wlucb  are  caUf4 

Vot^UL  Ceo 
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66  by  C^^c^O  name$.  And  [the  re8idaQ3  9^  ^*  fiimUiet  oT  the 
sons  of  Kohalh  had  cities  of  their  coasts  but  of  the  tribe  of 

67  £phraim«  And  they  gave  unto  them,  [of]  the  cities  of  refuge^ 
Shechem  ia  mount  Ephraim  wid^  her  suburbs  ;  [they  save3 

68  alsp  Gezer  with  her  suburbs^  And  Jc^mean^  with  her  subuibst 

69  and  9ethboron  with  her  suburbs.  And  Aijalon  with  her  suburbs, 

70  and  GathrimnM>n  with  .her  suburbs  s.  And  out  of  the  half  tiibe 
of  Manasseh  ;  Anef  with  her  subtirbs,  and  Bileam  with  her, 
&i4}urbs,  for  the  iamily  of  tl^e  remnant  qf  the  sons  of  Kohath^ 

71  Unto  the  sons  of  Qershom  [were  ^ivenj  out  d  the  &mily  of 
the  half  tribe  oLManasseh^  Golan  m  Bashanwith  her  suburb% 

72  and  Ashtarot^  with  her  suburbs^  And  out  of  tiie  tribe  of  Issa^ 
char  ;  Kedesh  with  her  suburbs,  tlaberath  with  her  suburb^ 

73  And  Rampth  with  her  suburbs,  and  Anep  with  her  suburbs 

74  And  out  of  ihe  tribe  of  Asher  ;  ^Mashaj  with  her  suburbs,  and 

75  Xbdan  with  her  suburbs,  And  Huj^ok  with  her  suburbs,  apd 

76  Rehob  with  J>er  suburbs  :  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtaii  ; 
Kcdesh  in  GfJilee  with  her  suburbs,  and  Hammoh  with  her 

77  suburbs,  and  Kirjathaim  with  her  suburbs;  Unto  the  rest  of  tho 
children  of  Merari  |^were  given}  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebuluiit 

78  Rimmon  with  her  suburbs,  Tabor  with  her  suburbs :  And  on  the 
other  side  Jordan  by  Jericho,  on  the  east  side  of  Jordan,  £were 
given  themj  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  ^ezer  in  the  wilder- 

79  ness  with  her  suburbs,  and  Jahzah  with  her  Suburbs,  Kedemoth 
BO  also  with  her  suburbs,  and  Mephaath  with  her  suburbs  :  And 

out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad  ;  Raraoth  in  Gilead  with  her  suburbs, 
81  and  Mahanaim  with  her  suburbs,  And  Heshbon  with  her  sub* 
urbs,  and  Jazer  with  her  suburbs. 

r  ■  ■       II I    ■— 1^—    II    •  -  I  -i  -I       •  i 

CHAP.  VII. 

jt/ie  9on»  of  Taaachdry  Menjamin,  NdpUtaSy  MahaiBehy  and  Ephraim. 

1  'VTOW  the  sonfs  erf  Issachar  [i^ere]  Tote,  and  Piiah,  Jashub, 

3  XN  and  Shifnroif,  four.  And  the  sonsdf  Tola;  Uta  and' 
Rephaiah,and  Jeriel,  and  JahmHi,  and  J2bsamt,  and  Shemi^* 
heads  of  theft  fether's  hoiise,  [to  wit,]  of  Tola  :  {they  were] 
valiant  men  of  might  in  thcif  genef^tions ;  wltose  number  [was] 
in  the  days  of  David  two  and  twenty  thousand  and  six  hmidriei. 

i  And  the  sons  of  Uz^ ;  I^rahiah :  and  the  sons  «tf  Izrahiah ; 
Michael)  and  Obadiah,  said  Joe!,  Islnah,  five :  all  of  them  chief 

4  men.  And  with  them,  by  their  generations,  tfter  the  iboose  tf 
their  fathers,  [were]  bands  of  soidieni  for  war,  ^x  and  Ihirty 

t  thbusand  [men  :]  for  they  had  many  wives  and-  sons.  And 
theif  brethren  among  all  the  famtKett  of  Issadhar  [tl^ere]  taliait 
men  df  might,  reckon^  in  all  hj  their  genealo^^  few  score 
and  sev6n  thousand.  •  > 
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-C'     [The  iionsl  of  Benjamin;  Bela;  and  Becher,  knd  JediaeT^ 

7  three.    And  the  sons  of  Bela ;  Ezbon,  and  Uzzi,  and  Uzzief, 

•     Ibnd  Jerimoth,  and  Iri,  five ;  heads  of  the  house  of  [thcif  ]  fathcFS, 

mighty  men  of  valour ;  and  were  reckoned  by  their  genea1og;ies 

•  twenty  and  two  thousand  and  thirty  and  four.  And  the  sons  of 
Becher ;  Zemira,  and  Joash,  and  Eliezer,  and  Elioenai,  and 
Omri,  and  Jerimoth,  and  Abiah,  and  Anathoth,  and  Alameth.* 

9  All  these  [are]  the  sons  of  Becher.  And  the  number  of  thetnn 
after  their  genealogy  by  their  generations,  heads  of  the  house 
of  their  fethers,  ini|:hty  men  of  valour,  [was]  twenty  thousand 

10  and  two4iundred.  Th6  sons  also  of  Jediael  ;  Bilhan  ;  and  the 
sons  of  Bilhati ;  Jehush,  and  Benjamin,  and  Ehud,  and  Chenaa* 

1 1  nah,'and  Zethan,  and  Tharshish,  and  Ahishahar.  All  these  the 
sons  of  Jedtael,  by  the  heads  of  their  lathers,  mighty  men  of 
vulour,  [were]  seventeen  thousand  and  two  hundred  [soldiers,] 

13  fit  to  go  out  ibr  war  [«nd]  battle.  Shuppim  also,  and  Huppim* 
the  children  of  Ir,  [and]  Hushim,  the  sons  of  Aher. 

13  The  sons  of  Naphtali  i  Jahgiel,  and  Guni,  and  Jeter,  aii<^ 
Shallum,  the  sons  of  Bilhah. 

14  The  sons  of  M^aassph  ;  ^shrle^  whom  she  bare  :  (-[but] 
his  concubine  the  Aramitess  bare  Machir  the  father  of  Gilead  : 

15  And  Machir  took  to  wife  [the  sister]  of  Huppim  and  Sbuppinii 
whose  sisterS  name  [was]Maachah  0  and  the  name  of  the  sec- 

16  ond  [was]  2^1ophehad  :  and  Zelophehad  had  daughters.  And 
Maachah  the  wife  of  Machir  bare  a  son,  apd  she  called  his  name 
Peresh  ;  and  the  name  of  his  brother  was  Sheresb ;  and  his 

17  sons  [were]  Ulan)  and  Rakem.  Apd  the  sons  of  Ulam  ;  Bc- 
dan.    These  [were]  the  sons  of  Gil^ad,  the  son  of  Machir,  the 

18  80D  of  Manasseh.    Ai^  bk  sister  Hammoleketh  bare  Ishod,  and 

19  Abiczer,  and  Mahalah.  Aj)d  the  sons  of  Shemidah  were,  Ahi« 
an,  and  Sbechem,  and  Likbi,  and  Aniam. 

SO  And  the  sons  of  Ephraim  ;  Shuthelah,  and  Bered  his  sooi 
and  Tahath  his  ^op,  and  Eladah  his  son,  and .  Tahath  his  sod, 

a  I  And  Zabad  his  sop,  and  Shuthelah  his  son,  and  E^r,  and  E]eaa» 
whom  the  ii|en  of  Gath  [that  were]  born  in  [that]  land  ^eir> 

S3  because  they  came  down  to  take  away  their  cattle*  And  £t 
phiaim  their  father  moucped  many  days,  an.^  his  brethren  came 

53  to  comfort  him.  And  when  he  went  in  to  his  ^ifjp,'  she  con- 
ceived, «nd  bare  a  son,  and  he  called  his  nau^  PerUdi,  because 

34  it  went  evil  with  his  bouse.  (And  his  d^vghter  [was]  Sherah, 
who  built  Bethhoron  the  nether,  ^d  the  upper,  and  Uzzen* 

54  sherah.)  And  Rephah  [was]  his  son,  also  Resheph,  and  Te« 
96  khhis  son^  and  Taban  tus  som*  Laadan  hi3  sod*  Ammihud  his 
f7  iOBy  EUshama  hk  soOt  Nop  hi^  son,  Jehosh^a  his  son. 

58  And  their  possession^  and  habitations  [were,]  Bethel  and 
the  towns  thereof*  anf  eastward  Naaran,  and  westward  Ge* 
.aer  with  the  towns  thereof ;  Sbechem  also  and  the  towns  thereof^ 

59  unto  Gaza  and  the  towns  thereof:  And  by  the  borders  of  the  chiU 
dren  of  Manasseh)  Bethshean  and  her  towns,  Taanach  and  hei; 

*  towns,  Megiddo  and  her  towns,  Dor  and  her  towns.     In  thes^ 
4velt  the  children  of  Joseph  ^e  son  of  Israel.. 
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90  The  flODftof  Aahet ;  Imnahi  and  bmlvi  ftod  lahWi  wtmA  B»* 
dl  riah)  and  Serah  their  sister.  And  the  sons  of  Beriah  ;  Hcsber, 
32  and  Malchiel>  who  [is]  the  &ther  of  Birzavith.  And  Heber  ben- 
gal Japhlet,  and  Shomer^  and  Hothani)  and  Shoah  their  Mater. 
S3  And  the  sons  of  Ja{»hlet ;  Paaach,  and  Bimhal,  and  Aahvath. 

34  These  [are]  the  children  of  Japhlet.    And  the  sons  of  Shaaaer ; 

35  Ahiy  sod  Rohgah}  Jehubbah^  «id  Aram.  And  the  bods  of  his 
brother  Helem  ;  Zophah,  and  Imna,  and  Shelesh,  and  Amid. 

36  The  sons  of  Zophah  ;  Suah,  and  Hamephers  and  ^Bal*  and 

37  Beriy  and*  Imrah,  Bezer,  and  Hod,  and  Shammay  and  ShiUhah, 
3B  and  Ithrani  and  Beera*    And  the  sons  of  Jether ;  Jej^iinBeh, 

39  and  Pbpah>  and  Ara.    And  the  sons  of  Ulla ;  Arahi  and  HanieJ, 

40  and  Re^a.  All  these  [were]  the  children  of  Asher,  heads  of 
[their]  father^s  house,  choice  [and]  mightjr  men  of  valour,  chief 
of  the  princes.  And  the  number  throughout  the  genealogy  of 
them  that  were  apt  to  the  war  [and]  to  battle  [was]  twenty  and 
six  thousand  men. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

The  «oit«  a»d  thitf  men  of  Benjamin  s  tmd  ike  atock  (if  Stmi  mut 

Jonat/imt* 

I  "^JO  W  Benjamin  begat  Bela  his  firstborni  Ashbel  the  scc- 

5  JJN  ond»  and  Aharah  the  third,  Nohah  the  fourth,  and  Kapha 
3  the  fifth.  And  the  sons  of  Bela  were,  Addar,  and  Gera,  and 
4,  5  Abihud,  And  Abishua,  and  Naaman,  and  Ahoah,  And  Gera, 

6  and  Shephuphan,  and   Hut^m.     And  these  [are]  the  sons  of 
Ehud  X  these  are  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of  the  inhabitants  of 

7  Geba,  and  they  removed  them  to  Manahath  :  And  Naama&» 
and  Ahiah,  and  Gera,  he  removed  them,  and  begat  Uzza  and 

8  Ahihud.     And  Shaharaim  begat  [children]   in  the  country  of 
Moab,  after  he  had  sent  them  away ;  Hushim  and  Basra  [were] 

9  his  wives.  And  he  begat  of  Hodesh  his  wife,  Jobab,  and  Zibia, 
10  andMesha,  and  Malcham,  And  Jeuz,  and  Shachia,  and  Mirma. 
i  I  These  [were]  his  sons,  heads  of  tlie  fathers.  And  of  Hushim 
13  he  begat  Abitub,  and  Elpaal.    The  sons  of  Elpaal ;  Eber,  and 

Misham,  and  Shamed,  who  built  Ono,  and  Lod,  with  the  towns 
13  thereof:  Beriah  also,  and  Shema,  who  [were]  heads  of  the  fa- 
thers of  the  inhabitants  of  Aijalon  who  drove  away  the  inhah' 
14,15  itants  of  Gath  :    And  Ahio,  Shashak,  and  Jeremoth,  And 

16  Zeba^ah,  and  Arad,  andAder,  And  Michael,  and  Ispah,  and 

17  Jbha,  the  sons  of  Beriah  ;  And  Zebadiah,  and  MeshuIIam,  and 

18  Hezeki,  and  Heber,  Ishmerai  also,  and  Jezfiah,  and    Jobab, 
19',  20  the  sons  of  Elpaal;  And  Jakinf,  and  Zichri,  and  Zabdi,  And. 
21  Elienai,  and  Zllthai,  and  Eliel,  And  Adaiah,   and    Beraiah,' 
!23  and  Shitnrath,  the  sons  of  Shimhi ;  And  Ishpan,  and   Heber, 
Sd>  34  and  E£el|  And  Abdon,  and  Zichri,  and  Hainan,  And  Hanan* 
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%$  bht  taai  Elftniy  and  A1ItothI|ai^  And  Ipheddah,  zdi  Penueli  the 

56  sons  of  Shashak  ;  And  Shamsherai,  and  Shehariah,  and  Atha- 

57  liab.  And  Jaresiah)  and  Eliah,  and  Zicbri,  the  sons  of  Jeroham. 
28  These  [were]  beads  of  the  &thers,  by  their  generations,  chief 
U9  [men.]  These  dwelt  in  Jerusalem.  Andatulbeon  dwelt  the 
SO  fittfaer  of  Gibeon ;  whose  wife's  name  [was]  Maachah :   And 

his  firsUx>m  son  Abdon».and  Zur,  and  Kish,  and  Baal,  and  Na- 
Zlf  3S  dab»  And  Gedor^  and  Ahio,  and  Zacher.    And  Mikloth  be- 
gat Shimeah.  And  these  also  dwelt  with  their  brethren  in  Jeni« 
saknh  o?er  against  them. 

33  And  Ker  begat  Kish,  and  Kish  begat  Sanl,  and  Saul  begat 

34  Jonathan)  and  Malchishua,  and  Abtnadab,  and  Eshbaal.    And 
the  son  of  Jonathan  [was]  Meribbaal ;    and  Meribbaal  begat 

o5  Micab.    .^^  the  sons  of  if  ieah  [were,]  Pithon,  and  Melech« 

96  and  Tarea,  and  Almz.    And  Ahas  begat  Jehoadah,  and  Jehoa* 

dah  begat  Alemeth,  Mid  Axmaveth,  and  Zimri ;  and  Zimri  be- 

37  gat  Moza ;  And  Moza  begat  Binea :  Kapha  [was]  his  son,  Elea- 

38  sah  his  son,  Azel  his  son  :  And  Azel  had  six  sons^  whose  names 
[are]  these,  Azrikam,  Bocheru,  and  Ishmae),  and  Sheariah,  and 

39  Obadiahf  and  Hanan.    All  these  [were]  the  sons  of  Azel.    And 

the  sons  of  Eshek  his  brother  [were,]  Ulam  his  firstborn,  Je» 

40  hush  the  second,  and  Eliphelet  the  third.     And  the  sons  of. 
Ulam  were  mighty  men  cf  iralbur,  archers,  and  had  many  sons, 
and  sons*  sonsi  an  hundred  and  My.  All  these  [are]  of  the  boda 
of  Benjamin. 

CHAP.    IX. 

Concerning  the  original  registera  qf  the  genealogiea  of  Israel  and  Ju^ 
fdah  5  the  charge  qf  certain  Levitea  ;  and  the  stock  i^  Saul  and  Jon^ 
athan, 

1  O  O  all  Israel  were  reckoned  by  genealogies »  andy  behokb 
O  they  [were]  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  a^d 
Judah,  [who]  were  carried  away  toBalqien  for  their  trans- 

3  gression.  Now  the  first  inhabitants  that  [dwelt]  in  their  pes* 
sessions  in  their  oities  [were]  the  Israelites,  the  priests,  Levites» 

S  and  the  Nethlnims.    And  in  Jerusalem  dweh  of  the  chiMvcn  of 

Judah,  and  <^  the  children  of  Bemamin,  and  of  the  children  of 

•4  Ephraim,  and  Manasseh  ;  Uthai  the  son  of  Ammihud,  the  son 

of  Otnri)  the  son  of  Imri,  the  son  of  Bani,  of  the  children  c^Pha- 

5  rez  the  son  of  Judah.    And  of  the  Shilonites ;  Asaiah  die  first* 

6  bom,  and  his  sons.    And  of  the  sons  of  Zerah  ;  Jeuel^  and  their 

7  brethren)  six  hundred  apd  mnety .  And  of  the  sons  of  fienjamin ; 
Sallu  the  son  of  Mesh^illamt  the  son  of  Hodaviah,  the  son  of 

S  Hasenuah,  And  Ibneiah,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  and  Elah  the  sen 
of  Uzn,  the  sen  of  Micihri,  and  Meshullam  tiie  son  of  Shq>ha* 

•  thiah,  the  son  of  Reuel,  die  son  of  Ibnijah  \  And  thieir  brath- : 
reii)  accor^g  to  their  generations^  nine  hundred  and  fifty  and 
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%vx.    An  these  men  [were]  chief  of  the  bthen  in  the  house  i 

their  fathers. 
Id  1 1     And  of  the  priests  ;  ledaiah,  and  Jehoiarib)  and  Jachln,  And 

Azariah  the  son  of  Htlktah,  the  son  of  Meshullain,  the  sod  of 

Zadpk,  the  son  of  Meraioth,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  the  ruler  of  the 

It  house  of  God;  And  Ad^iahthe  son  of  Jeroham,  tlie  son  of 

'    Pashur,  the  son  of  Malchijah,  and  Maasiai  the  son  of  Adiel,  the 

son  of  Jahzerah,  the  son  of  Meshullani)  the  son  of  Meshillemitht 

13  the  son. of  Immer  :  And  their  brethren)  heads  of  the  house  of 
their  &thers,  a  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  three  score  ; 
Very  able  men  for  the  work  of  the  service  of  the  house  of  God.' 

14  And  of  the  Levites  ^  Sbemaiah  the  son  of  Hasshub,  the  son  of 
|5  Azrikam,thesonof  Hashabiah,ofthesonsofMerari|  AndBak- 
"  bakkar»  Heresh,  t^d  Galal,  and  Matmniab,  the  son  of  Micah,  the 
16  SOB  of  Zichri,  the  son  of  Asaph  ;  And  Obadiah  the  son  of  She* 

maiah,  the  son  of  Gaial,  the  son  of  Jeduthun,  and  Berechiah  the 
:  son  of  Asa^  the  son  of  Elkanah,  that  dwelt  in  the  vHlages  of  the 
jf  Netophathites.    And  the  porters  [were,]  Shallum,  and  Akkuli^ 

Imd  1  almon,  and  Ahiman>  and  their  brethren :  Shallum  £was]  the 

1 8  chief ;  Vfho  hithexto  [waited]  in  the  king's  gate  eastward :  ther 

19  [were]  porters  in  the  companies  of  the  children  of  Levi.  And 
Shallum  the  son  of  Kore,  the  son  of  Ebrasaph,  the  son  of  Korah* 
and  his  brethren,  of  the  house  of  his  father,  the  XLorahites  [were] 

'-/0¥»p  Ike wouk  of 4h#  — roc^-ka^pcra of  tbe^ffllcs of . the laher«» 
tiacle,:  and  their  fathers*  [being]  over  the  host  of  the  LoiD, 

20  [were]  keepers  of  the  epftry .  ,  Axij^  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar 
was  the  ruler  over  them  in  time  past*  [and]  the  Lord  (was] 

81  witl|bim.  [And]  Zcchariahthe  son  of  Mest^lemiah  (vi)a1 
^2  por|er  of  the  door  of  the  tabemade  of  the  con|>^gation/  A4 
^es^  [which  were]  chosen  tQ  be  porters  ip  the  g^t^s  [^vere]  two 
hundred  and  twelve.  These  were  reckoned  by  their  genealpgy 
"  in  their  villages,  whom  David  and  Samuel  the  seer  did  ordain  ia 
S3  their  set  office.    So  they  and  their  children  [had]  the  oflferaight  ] 

of  the?  gates  of  the  hoitseof  Uie<LoEDy'[iiamely,]tbe  house  of 
84  the  tabernacle,  by  wards^    In' lour  <fu«rsers  were  the  porters» 

25  towai^  the  east,  west,  norths  and  south.  And.  their  brethreB, 
[which  W€!re]  in  theiiP  villages,  [were]  to  ooom  a:Aer.ieven  daj^ 

26  from  time  to-time  with  theia.  For  these  Levitei,  theibitf  chief 
porters,  wene  in  [their}  aet  office,  und  were  over  Ihochasftbeia 

97  and  tireasuries  of  the  house  of  ^God.-  And  they  kidged  round 
about  the  house  of  God,  because  the  charge  [was]  upon  theim^ 
and  the  opening  thereof  every  motiting  [|»ertainedl  to  them. 

its  And  [certain]  of  them  had  the  ch«^  ol^lhe  Qib^nngveaa^ 

29  that  they  shooid  bring  tktm  in  and  out  by  tale,  [Sone]  of 
them  also  [were]  appointed  to  oversee  the  vesscia^  .and  ail^  the 
instruments  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  fine  fioiu%  awl.the  -srine, 

30  and  the  oil)  and  the  frankincense,  and  the'Spioea.    And  [seme] 

3 1  of  the  sons  of  the  priests  made  the  ointment  of  the  spioes.  Aid 
Mattithiab,  [one]  of  the  Levites,  who  [was]  the  fintbem  of  Sh4* 

.  lum  the  ILoimdiitO)  had  the  set  offioe  ovcv  tlie  thinga  that  were 
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h^  made  m  the  pons.  And  [other]  of  their  brethren. of  the  sons  oif 
the  Kohathitesi  [were]  over  the  shew  bread,  to  prepare  [it]  everjf 

$3  >abb%tb.  And  these  [are]  the  singers^  chief  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Levites,  [who  rttnaining]  in  the  chambers  [were^  tree :  io^ 

$4  thef  were  employed  in  [that]  work  day  and  night.  These  chief 
fathers  of  the  Le.vites  [were]  chief  throughout  their  generationa  i 
these  dwelt  at  Jerusalem.  \ 

85      And  in  Gibeon  dwelt  the  lather  of  Cibeon,  Jehiel)  whose 

36  wife's  name  [was]  Maachah:  And  his  firstborn  son  Abdon>  thea 

37  Zur»  and  Kish,  and  .Baal^  and  Ner,  and  Nadab^  And  Gedor,  and 
33  Ahjoy  and  Zechariah,  and  Mikloth.    And  Mikloth  begat  Sh(« 

meam.    And  they  also  dwelt  with  their  brethren  at  Jerusalem* 

39  over  against  their  brethren.  And  Ner  begat  Rish  ;  and  Kish 
begat  Saul ;  and  Saul  begat  Jonathani  and  Malchishuai  and 

40  Abinadab,  and  Eshbaal.    And  the  son  of  Jonathan  [was]  Meribr 

41  baal :  and  Meribbaal  begat  Micah.  And  the  sons  of  Micah 
[were,]  Pithon,  and  Melech,  and  Tahrea^  [and  AhaXf]  ch»  vii. 

43  35.    And  Ahaz  begat  Jarah  ;  and  Jarah  begat  Alemeth,  and 

43  Azmaveth,  and  Zimri  $  and  ^iitiH  begat  Moza :  And  Moza 
begat  fiinea  $  and  Rephaiah  his  son,  Eleasah  his  son,  Azel  his 

44  sort.  And  Aiel  had  six  sbns,  whoste  names  [are]  these,  AzrV- 
kam}  Bocheru,  and  Ishmaely  and  Sheariahi  and  Obadlah,  and 
Hanan  :  these  [were]  the  sons  of  Akel. 

GHAP.    X. 

An  abcbunt  €fM  overthrvb  find  death  of  8tul  /  the  triuinfUt  of  the 
Fhi^stineM  aver  Aim  ;  and  the  khidne^  t^the  men  tf  Jabe^hgUead 
to  him  and  hU  907t9, 


I  ''VTOW  the  PhiliMines  faiigbt  against  Israel  $  and  the  men 
XN   of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistinesi  and  fell  down 

5  aiain  in  moonl  Gilboa.  And  tha^Philisdnes  followed  iiard  after 
Saul)  andafter  his  sens  ;  .and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan^ 

3  and  Abinadab,  and  Malch^hua^  the  sons  of  Saul;    And  the  bat' 
,    tie  went  sore  against  Saul»  and  the  Archers  hit  him,  and  he  was 

4  woiinded  of  tbus  archers.  Then  said  Saul  to  his  armourbear^r^ 
Braw  thf  swoi^  and  thrust  me  through  therewith  ;  kst  these 
tincireumcised  oome  voA  i^se  me.  But  his  armourbeaver 
would  not ;  for  he  was  sore  «fraid«    So  Saul  took  a  sword  and 

^  foil  upon  it.    And  .  whoi  his  anaiMrt)earer  saw  that  Saul  was 

6  dead>  he  fell  Ukewbe  on  the  sword,  and  died.    So  Saul  died^ 
T  and  his  three  sons,  and  all  his  house  died  together.    And  when 

.  all  the  men  of  Israel  thai  [wei«]  in  the  valley  saw  that  they  fted» 
and  .that.  Sml  .and  hia  sons  wemdead^  then  they  forsook  their 
tkiesf  md  fled :  and  the  Phitistio^  came  and  dweh  in  them. 

i  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philistinea 
came  tostrip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his  sons  {alien 

#  m  nmal.Giiboiii  .And  wbfO,4^y  bad  stripped  him^  they 
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took  his  head,  and  his  armour^  and  sent  into  thf;1and  i^  Ac 
Philistines  round  about,  to  carry  tidings  unto  their  idtrfs,  and  to 

10  the  people.  And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  c^  their 
gods,  and  fastened  his  head  in  the  temple  of  Dagon. 

1 1  And  when  all  Jabeshgilead  heard  all  that  the  Phtfistines  had 

12  done  to  Saul,  They  arose,  aH  the  valiant  men,  and  took  away 
the  body  of  Saul,  and  the  bodies  of  his  sons,  and  brought  them 
to  Jabesh,  and  buried  their  bones  under  the  oak  in  Jtefesh,  aod 
&sted  seven  dap. 

13  So  Saul  died'  for  his  transgresnon  which  he  committed 
against  the  Lord,  [even]  against  the  word  of  the  Loan,  whi<^ 
he  kept  not,  and  also  for  asking  [counsel]  of  [one  that  had]  a 

14  femiliar  spirit,  to  inquire  [of  it ;]  And  inquired  not  of  the  Lobi»: 
"     therefore  he  slew  him,  and  turned  the  kingdom  unto  David  the 

son  of  Jesse. 


1  ^     .1 
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-Jkfvid^  by  general  ^onmnt^  U  made  hng  ^  Ueiron  ;  he  mm  tkt 

^   tfvUle  (^  liwi/vQm,  thf  Jeinrntcfiy  by  Joab^^vaUmr  s  a  Cfi4alegue  ^ 
jDavidU  mighty  meny  VfUh  thHr  fwm^ifud  aehkvement^^ 

1  'T^HEN  «H    Israd  ga^^ercd  thMMehwg  to  Bavid  nolo 

X    Hebron,  saying.  Behold,  we  [are]  thy  bone  and  thy  flesh. 

2  And  moreover  in  time  pasit^  -even  when  Saul  was  king,  tboia 
[wast]  he  that  leddest  out  and  broughtest  in  Israel ;  and  the 
Loan  thy  God  said  unto  thee»  Thou  shalt  &e4  my  people  Isivdy 

3  and  thou  shalt  be  ruler  over  no^  people  laq^.  Therefore  came 
all  the  elders  of  Israel  to  the  king  to  Hebron  ;  and  David  made 
a  covenant  with  them  in  Hebron  before  the  Lord  ;  and  they 
anointed  David  king  over  Israel^  aC4iording  to  the  word  <tf  fi^ 
Lord  by  Samuel. 

4  And  David  and  all  Israel  went  to  leruMdein,  which  [is] 
Jebus  ;.  where  the  Jebusites  [were,]  tiie  inhabitaits  of  the  lafid. 

5  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jebus  said  to  David,  Thou  shalt 'not 
come  hither.    Nevertheless  David  took  the  castle  of  Zigo, 

6  which  [is]  the  city  of  David.  And  David  said.  Whosoever 
smiteth  the  Jebusites  first  shall  be  chief  and  captain.    So  Joab 

7  the  son  of  Zeruiah  went  first  up,  and  was  chief.  And  David 
dwelt  in  the  castle  ;  therefore  they  caHed  it  the  dty  of  David. 

8  And  he  built  the  city  round  about,  even  from  Millo  round  about  t 
d  and  Joab  repaired  the  rest  of  the  city.    So  David  waxed  greater 

10  and  greater,  for  the  Lobd  of  hosts  [was]  with  him.  Tlieae  also 
[are]  the  chief  of  the  mighty  men  whom  I^md  had,  who 
strengthened  themselves  |nth  him  in  his  kingdom»  [and]  with 
all  Israel,  to  make  him^dng,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord  concerning  Israel. 

11  And' this  [is]  the  numbet  of  the  mighty  men  whom  David 
had  i  JFashobeam,  an  Hachmonite,  tiiie  eUcf  tf  tile 
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lie  Vifted  \Xp  his  spear  against  three  hundred  slain  [by  hini]  at 
ti  one  time.    And  after  him  [was]  Eleazar  the  son  of  Dodo,  the 

13  Ahohite,  whb  [Was  one]  of  the  three  mighties.  He  was  with 
David  at  Pasd^nlnkim,  and  thefe  the  Philistines  were  gathered 
together  to  battle,  "inhere  was  a  parcel  of  ground  full  of  barley  ; 

14  and  the  people  ded  from  before  the  Philistines.  And  they  set 
themselves  in  the  midst  of  [that)  parcel,  and  delivered  it,  and 
slew  the  Philistines  ;  and  the  Lord  saved  [them]  by  a  great 

!5  deliverance.  Now  th)ree  of  the  thirty  captains  went  down  to 
the  rdck  to  Davidi  into  the  cave  of  Adullam  ;  and  the  host  of 

1 6  the  Philistines  encampedJn  the  valley  of  Rephaim.  And  David 
[was]  then  in  the  hold,  and  the  Philistines'  garrison  [waa]  thea 

17  at  Bethlehem.  And  David  longed,  and  said,  Oh  that  one 
would  give  me  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  that 

18  [is]  at  the  gate  !  And  the  three  brake  through  the  host  of  the 
Philistines^  and  drew  water  out  of  the  welled  Bethlehein,'that 
[was]  by  the  gate,  and  took  [it]  and  brought  [it]  to  David  s 
but  David  would  not  drihk  |[of  j  it,  but  poured  it  out  to  the 

19  Loan,  And  said,  My  God  forbid  it  me,  that  I  should  do  this 
thing  t  shall  1  drink  the  blood  of  these  men  that  have  put  their 
lives  in  jeopardy  ?  for  with  [the  jeopardy  of]  their  lives  they 
brouefat  it.    Therefore  he  would  not  drink  it.    These  things 

29  did  these  three  mightiest.  And  Abishai  the  brother  of  Joab^ 
he  was  chief  of  the  three  :  for  lifting  up  his  spear  against  three 
hundred,  he  slew  [them,]  and  had  a  name  among  the  ,three. 

21  Of  the  three  he  was  more  honourable  than  the  two  ;  for  he  was 
their  captain  :  howbeit  he  attained  not  to  the  [first]  three. 

112  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jeholada,  the  son  of  a  valiant  man  of  Kabzeel^ 
who  had  done  many  acts ;  he  slew  two  lionlike  men  of  Moab  : 
also  he  went  down  and  slew  a  lion  in  a  pit  in  a  snowy  day. 

23  And  he  slew  an  Egyptian,  a  man  of  [great]  stature,  five  cubits 
high  ;  and  in  the  Egyptian's  hand  [was]  a  spear  like  a  weaver's 
beam  ;  and  he  went^own  to  him  with  a  staff,  and  plucked  the 
spear  out  of  the  Egyptian's  hand,  and  slew  him  with  his  own 

24  spear.    These  [things]  did  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and 

25  had  a  name  among  the  three  mighties.  Behold,  he  was 
honourable  among  the  thirty,but  attained  not  to  the  [first]  three : 

26  and  David  set  him  over  his  guard.  Also  the  valiant  men  of  the 
armies  [were]  Asahel  the  brother  of  Joab,  Elhanan  the  son  of 

27  Dodo  of  Bethlehem,  Shammoth  the  Harorite,  J^elez  the  Pelonite, 

28  Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the  Tekoite,  Abiezer  the  Antothite,  Sib- 

29  becai  the  Hushathite,  Jlai  the  Ahohite,  Maharai  the  Netopha- 

30  thite,  Heled  the  son  of  Baanah  the  Netophathite,  Ithai  the  son 

3 1  of  Ribai  of  Gibeah,  [that  pertained]  to  the  children  of  Benjamin^ 

32  Benaiah  the  Pirathonite,  Hurai  of  the  brooks  of  Gaash^  Abiel 

33  the  Arbathite,  Azmaveth  the  Baharumite,  Eliahba  the  Shaal« 

34  bonite,  The  sons  of  Hashem  the  Gizonite,  Jonathan  the  son  of 

35  Shage  the  Hararite,  Ahiam  the  son  of  Sacar  the  Hararite,  £li« 

36  phal  Ihe  son  of  Ur,  Hepher  the  Mccherathitc,  Ahijah  the  Pe- 

37  38  lonite,  Hezro  the  Carmelite,  Naaria  the  son  of  Ezbaii  Joel 
Vol.  III.  Ddd 
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39  the  brother  of  Nathan,  Mibbar  the  wd  of  Ha^;;^  iefck  «* 

40  Ammonite,  Naharai  the  Bcf^thitc,  the  armourbcarcr,of  JoA 

41  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  Ira  the  Ithrite,  Gareb  the  Ithrite,  Uriah 

42  the  Hittite,  Zabad  the  son  of  Ahlai,  Adina  the  son  of  Shiza  the 
Reuberiite,  a  captain  of  the  Reubenites,  and  thirty  with  him, 

43  44  Hanan  the  son  of  Maachah,and  Joshaphat  the  Mithnite,U2»a 
the  Ashterathit'e,  Sliama  and  Jehicl  the  sons  of  Hotham  the 

45  Aroerite»  Jediael  the  son  6f  Shimri,  arid  Joha  his  brother,  the 

46  Tizite,  £liel  the  Mahavite,  and  Jeribai,  and  Joshaviah,  the  sons 

47  of  Elnaam,  and  Ithmah  the  Moabitc,  Eliel,  aiid  Obed,  and  Ja^! 
the  Mesobaite. 


4k 


CHAR    XII. 

jflUt  ffihe  comfianics  that  came  to  David  at  Ziklag  i  and  the  armiar 

that  came  to  him  at  Hebron. 

I '  "XJ  O  W  these  [are]  tJiey  that  came  to  David  to  Ziklagr 
JlH  while  he  yet  kept  himfcelf  close  because  of  Saul  the  son 
of  Kish':  and  thejr  [were]  among  the  mighty  men,  helpers  of 

2  the  war.  [1?hey  were]  armed  with  bows,  and  could  use  both 
the  right  hand  and  the  left  in  [hurling]  stones  and  [shooting! 
arrows  out  of  a  bow,  [even]  of  Saul's  brethren  of  Benjamin. 

3  The  chief  [was]  Ahiezet,  then  Jdash  the  sons  of  Sheiiiaah  the 
Gibeathke  ;  and  Jeael,  and  Peleti  the  sons  of  Azmaveth ;  arid 

4  Berachah,  and  Jehu  the  Antothite,  And  Ismaiah  the  Gibednitiey 
a  nughty  man  among  the  thirty,  and  over  the  thirty  ;  and  Jere- 
miah, and  Jehaziel,  and  Johanan,  and  Josabad  the  Gederathitey 

5  Eluzai,  and  Jerimbth,  and  Bealiah,  and  Sbemariah,  and  Shq>ha* 

6  tiah  the  Haruphite,  £Ikanah,and  Jesiah;ahd  Azareel,  and  Joezer^ 
T  and  Jashobeam,  the  Korhites,  And  Joelah,  and  Zebadiah,  the 
9  sons  of  Jeroham  of  Gedor,  And  of  the  Gadites  there  separated' 

themselves"  unto  David  into  the  hold  to  the  wilderness  men  of 

might,  [and]  men  of  war  [fit]  for  the  battle,  that  could  handle 

shield  and  buckler,  whose  faces  [were  like]  the  faces  of  lions, 

9  and  Qwere]  as  swift  as  the  roes  upon  the  mountains  ;  Ezer  the 

lb  first,  Obadiah  the  second,  Eliab  the  third,   Mishmannah  the 

11  fourth,  Jeremiah  the  fifth,   Attai  the  sixth,  Eliel  the  seventh^ 

13  13  Johanan  the  eighth,  Elzabad  the  ninth,  Jeremiah  the  tenthr 

14  Machbanai  the  eleventh.  These  [were]  of  the  sons  of  Gad, 
captains  of  the  host :  one  of  the  least  [was]  over  an  himdred, 

15  and  the  greatest' over  a  thousand.  These  [are]  they  that  went 
over  Jofd^m  in  the  firsf  month,,  when  it  had  overflown  all  his 
banks  ;;  and  they  put  to  fiighl  all  [them]  of  the  vallies,  [both] 

1 15  tpward  the  eastj  and  toward  the  west.    And  there  came  of  the 

1^  children  of  Benjamin  and  Judah  to  the  hold  unto  David,    And" 

David  went.'out  to  meet  them,  and  answered  and  said  unto  them* 

l£ye  be  come  peaceably  unto  me  t6  help  me^  mine  heart  shall^ 
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•  • 

"*  *  \t  knit  unto  you  ;  but  if  [ye  be  come]  to  betray  mc  to  mine 
enemies,  seeing  [there  is]  no  wrong  in  mine  hands^tbe  God  of 

f  8  our  fathers  look  [thereon,]  and  rebuke  [it.]  Then  the  spirit 
came  upon  Amasai,  [who  was]  chief  of  the  chaplains*  [and  h|p 
said,]  Thine  [are  we,]  David,  and  on  thy  side,  thou  son  of  Jesse: 
peace,  peace  [be]  unto  thee,  and  peace  [be]  to  thane  helpers  ; 
for  thy  God  helpeth  (hee.    Then  David  rececved  them,  and 

*i9  made  them  t:aptains  of  the  band.  And  there  fell  [some]  of 
Manasseh  to  David,  v/hen  he  came  with  the  Philistines  against 
Saul  to  battle  :  but  tliey  helped  them  not  x  for  the  lotdfl  of  the 
Philistines  upon  advisement  sent  him  away,  saying,  He  will  fall 

20  to  his  master  Saul,  to  [the  jeopardy  of]  imr  heads.  As  he  wei%t 
to  Ziklag,  there  fell  to  him  of  Manasseh,  Adnah,  and  Jozabad, 
and  Jediael,  and  Michael,  and  Jozabady  and  Eliliu,  i^  I^ilthai, 

21  captains  of  the  thousands  that  [were]  of  Manasseh.  Aiid  they 
helped  David  against  the  baqd  [of  the  rovers :]  for  thpy  [were] 

52  all  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  were  captains  m  the  host.  For 
at  [that]  time  day  by  day  there  came  to  pavid  to  help  him^ 
until  [it  was]  a  g^eat  host,  like  the  host  of  God. 

53  And  these  [are]  the  numbers  ^f  the  ban]d6[that  were]  ready 
armed  to  the  war,  [and]  came  to  David  to  Hebron,  to  turn  the 
kingdom  of  Saal  to  him,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 

54  The  children  of  Judah  that  bare  shield  and  i^ear  [were]  sisi; 

55  thousand  and  eight  hundred,  ready  armed  to  ihe  war.  Of  the 
children  of  Sinieon,  mighty  men  of  valour  for  the  war,  seven 

26  thousand  and  one  hundred.    Of  the  children  of  Levi  four  thbu^ 

27  sand  and  six  hundred.  And  Jehoiada  [was]  the  leader  of  the 
Aaronites,  and  with  him  [were]  three  thousand  and  seven  hun« 

S8  drcd  :  And  Zadok,  a  young  man  mighty  of  valour,  and  of  his 

29  father^s  house  twenty  and  two  captains.  And  of  the  children  of 
Benjamin,  the  kindred  of  Saul,  three  thousand  :  for  hitherto  the 
greatest  part  of  them  bad  kept  the  ward  of  the  house  of  Saul. 

SO  And  of  th6  children  of  Ephraim  twenty  thousand  and  eight  hi)n« 
dred,  mighty  men  of  valour,  famous  throughout  the  house  of 

31  their  fathers.  And  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  eighteen  thduv 
sand,  MThich  were  expressed  by  name,  to  come  and  make  David 

-32  king.  And  of  theehildren  of  Issachar,  {which  were  men]  thait 
had  understancKx)g  of  the  times,  to  know  what  Israel  ought  to 
do  ;  the  heads  ot  them  [were]  two  hundred  ;  and  all  their 

^3  brethren  [were]  at  their  commandment.  Of  Zebukm,  such  as 
went  forth  to  battle,  expert  in  war,  with  all  instruments  of  war* 
fifly  thousand  which  could  keep  rank :  [they  were]  not  of  double 

34  heart.    And  of  Naphtali  a  thousand  captains,  and  with  them 

35  with  shield  and  spear  thiiiy  and  seven  thousand.  And  of  the 
Danites  expert  in  war  twenty  and  eight  thousand  and  six  huii*. 

3d  dred.    And  of  Asher,  such  as  went  forth  to  battle,  expert  in 

37  war,  forty  thousand.    And  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan,  of  the 

Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh^ 

with  all  manner  of  mstruments  of  war  for  the  battle,  an  hundred 

Zi  and  twenty  thousand.    AU  these  meQ  of  war;  that  could  |e<^ 
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rank)  came  with  a  perfect  heart  to  Hebron,  to  make  Dsnl  Uaft 
over  all  Israel :  and  all  the  rest  also  of  Israel  [were]  of  one 

39  heart  to  make  David  king.  And  there  thef  were  with  David 
three  days,  eating  and  drinking :  for  their  brethren  had  prepared 

40  for  theip.  Moreover  they  tiiat  were  nigh  them)  L^veo]  unto 
Issachar  and  Zebulun  and  Naphtali,  brought  bread  on  asses,  and 
on  camels,  and  on  mules,  and  on  oxen»  [^k1]  meat,  meal,  cakes 
of  figs,  and  bunches  of  raisins,  and  wine,  and  oil,  and  oxen,  a^i 
sheep  abundantly  :  for  [there  was]  jpy  in  Israel. 


9E 


CHAP.    XIII. 

ttdih  great  Molentrdty^  fetchcM  the  afk  from  Kirjathjearim  g 
Uzza  being  smitten  for  putting  hia  hand  to  ify  the  ark  ia  left  at  the 
Aou»e  <(f  Obededonu 

1  AND  David  consulted  with  the  captains  of  t^ousmds  and 

2  JLjL  hundreds,  [and]  with  every  leader.  And  David  said  onto 
all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  If  [it  seem]  good  unto  you,  aail 
[that  it  be]  of  the  Loan  our  God,  let  us  se^  abroad  unto  our 
brethren,  every  where,  [that  are]  left  in  all  the  land  of  Israel, 
and  with  them  [also]  to  the  priests  and  Levites  [which  are]  in 
their  cities  [and]  suburbs,  that  they  may  gather  themselves  unto 

3  us  :  And  let  us  bring  again  the  ark  of  our  God  to  us  :  for  we 

4  inquired  pot  at  it  in  the  days  of  SauL.  And  aU  the  congregatioB 
said  tha^t  they  would  do  so  :  for  the  thiog  was  fight  in  the  eyes 

5  of  all  the  people.  So  David  gathered  all  Israd  together,  from 
Shihor  of  Egypt  even  unto  the  entering  of  Hemath,  to  bring  tlie 

6  ark  of  God  from  Kirjathjearim.  And  David  went  «p  aiid  aU 
Israel,  to  fiaaUh,  [that  is,]  to  Kirjathjearim,  "vhick  [belonged] 
to  Judahj  to  bring  up  thence  the  ark  of  God  the  Loan,  that 
dwelleth  [betweeo]  the  cherubims,  whose  name  is  called  [on  it.] 

7  And  they  carried  the  ark  of  God  in  a  new  eart  out  of  the  bouse 

8  of  Abinadab  ;  and  Uz^a  and  Ahio  drave  the  cart.  And  David 
and  aU  Israel  played  before  God  with  all  [their]  miglit,  and  with 
singings  and  with  harps,  and  with  psalteries,  and  with  Umbreby 
and  with  cym^bals,  and  with  trump^s. 

9  And  when  they  capae  unU>  the  threshing  floor  of  Chidon, 
Uzza  put  forth  bis  hand  to  hold  the  ark  ;  for  the  ooEen  stusor 

\0  bled.    And  the  sQger  of  the  Loan  was  Idndled  against  Uzza, 

and  he  sn^ote  himj«because  he  put  his  hand  to  the  ark :  and  there 
1 1  he  died  before  God.    And  David  was  displi^sed,  because  the 

Loaf  had  made  a  breach  upon  Uzza  :  wherefore  that  place 
^2  is  called  Perezuzz^  to  this  day.    An4  David  was  afraid  of  God 

that  day,  saying.  How  shall  I  bring  the  ark  of  God  [borne]  to 
}3  me  ?  So  David  brought  not  the  ark  [home]  to  himself  to  the 

city  of  David,  but  carried  it  aside  into  the  house  of  Obededoia  the 
)4  Gittite.  And  the  ark  of  Qod  remained  w\th  the  family  of  Obed- 

edon^  in  his  house  th^ee  mpntbs.  And  the  Lioap  blessed  the 
'    house  of  Obededom,  and  all  that  he  had. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

^  accovnt  of  HlranCa  kindne99  to  J)<^id  i  qf  f>avid^s  /elieity  in 
fieoJUcj  wives f  and  cJuidren  ;  and  of  his  two  victories. 

I  "^T  O  W  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  «ent  meMeagers  to  DavMi. 

xN    and  timber  of  cedars,  vpith  masons  and  carpentersi  to 

build  him  an  house. 
S       And  David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  confirmed  him  kipg 

over  Israel,  for  his  kingdom  was  lifted  up  on  high,  kecause  <n 

his  people  Israel. 

3  And  David  took  more  wives  at  Jerusalem  :  and  Da^id be^ 

4  more  sons  and  daughters.  Now  these  [are]  the  names  of  [his] 
children  which  he  had  in  Jerusalem  ;  Shammua,  and  Shobab* 

5  Nathan,  and  Solomon,  And  Ibhar,  and  Elishua,  and  Elpakt, 

6  7  And  Nogah,  and  Nepheg,  and  Japhia,  And  Elishama,  and  Bee- 
liada,  and  Eliphalet. 

S  And  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  David  was  anointed 
king  over  all  Israel,  all  the  Philistines  went  up  to  seek  David. 

9  And  David  haard  [of  it,]  and  went  out  against  them.  And  the 
PhilistineS'Came  and  spread  themselves  in  the  valley  of  Repha^ 

10  im.  And  David  inquired  of  God,  saying,  Shall  I  go  up  against 
the  Philistines^  and  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  mine  hand  ? 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Go  up  ;  for  I  will  deliver  them 

1 1  into  thine^hand*  So  they  came  up  to  Baalperaxim  ;  and  David 
smote  them  there.  Then  David  said,  God  hath  broken  in  upon 
mine  enemies  by  mine  hand  like  the  breaking  forth  of  waters  : 
therefore  they  called  the  name  of  that  place  Baalperazim, 

13  And  when  they  had  left  their  gods  there,  David  gave  a  com- 

13  mandroent,  and  they  were  burned  with  fire.    And  the  Philis- 

14  tines  yet  again  spread  themselves  abroad  in  the  valley.  There- 
fore David  inquired  again  of  God  ;  and  God  said  unto  him,  Go 
not  up  after  them  ;  turn  away  from  them,  and  come  upon  them 

15  over  agamst  the  mulberry  trees.  And  it  shall  be,  when  thou 
shalt  hear  a  sound  of  going  in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  trees* 
[that]  then  thou  shalt  go  out  to  battle  :  for  God  is  gone  forth 

16  before  thee  to  smite  the  host  of  the  Philistines.  David  there*. 
fore  did  as  God  commanded  him  :  and  they  smote  the  host  of 

17  the  Philistines  from  Gibeon  even  to  Gazer.  And  the  fame  of 
David  went  out  into  all  lands  ;  and  the  Lord  brought  the  fear 
of  bim  upon  all  nations. 


CHAP.  XV, 

David  having  firepared  a  filacefor  the  ark^  arderM  it  to  be  brought  from 
the  hottse  qfObededom  ;  vhrch  is  fier/brmed  with  great  demonstra^ 
tions  of  joy  ;  he  is  desfiised  by  Michalfar  dancing  before  it. 

\     A  ND   [David]  made  him  houses  in  the  city  of  David,  apd 
Xx  prepared  a  place  for  the  ark  of  God,  and  pitched  for  it « 
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^  tent.    Then  Dand  9aid,  None  ought  to  cany  tho  ark  of  Goi 
but  the  Levites :  for  them  hath  the  Lom  chosen  to  carrf  the 

3  ark  of  God,  and  to  minister  unto  him  for  ever.    And  Davi^ 
gathered  all  Israel  together  to  Jerusalem,  to  bring  up  the  ark 

4  of  the  Loan  unto  his  place  which  he  had  prepared  for  it.    And 

5  David  assembled  the  children  6f  Aaron,  and  the  Levites  :  Of 
the  sons  of  Kohath ;  Uriel  the  chief,  and  his  brethren  an  hun- 

«  dred  and  twenty:  Ofthesonsof  Merari;  Aaaiah  the   chici^ 

7  and  his  brethren  two  hundred  and  twenty :  Ofthe  sonsof  Gerr 

shorn  ;  Joel  the  chief,  and  his  brethren  an  hundrc4  and  thirty : 

.  S  Of  the  a<ms  of  EUzaphan  $  Shemaiah  the  chief,  and  his  brethren 

9  two  hundreds  Of  the  sons  of  Hd>ron  ;  Eliel  the  chief,  and  his 

10  brethren  four  score  :  Of  the  sons^f  Uzziel ;  Amminadab  the 

i  I  chief,  and  his  brethren  an  hundred  and  twelve.    And  David 

called  for  Zadok  and  AhiMhar  the  priests,  and  for  the  Levites, 

for  Uriel,  Asaiah,  and  JoeJ,  Shemaiah,  and  Eliel,  and  Amnunar 

93  daby  And  aaid  uf  to  them,   Ye  [are^  the  chief  of  the  Others 

of  the  Levites  :    sanctify  yourselves,  [both]   ye  and  four 

brethren,  that  f  e  may  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  Gob  of 

13  Israel  unto  [the  place  that]  I  have  prepared  for  it.    For  because 

.  •  ye  [did  it]  not  at  the  first,  the  Loan  our  God  made  a  breach 

lit  upon  us,  for  that  we  sought  him  not  after  the  due  order.    So 

the  priests  and  the  Levites  sanctified  themsejves  feo  bring  up  the 

1 5  ark  of  the  Lord  Gon  of  IsraeL  And  the  children  of  the  Levitci 
bare  the  ark  of  God  upon  their  shoulders  with  the  staves  there? 
on,  as  Moses  commanded,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lorp. 

16  And  David  spake  Xa  the  chief  of  the  Levites  to  apfKMBt  their 
brethren  [to  be]  the  9iv^^s  with  instruments  of  musicf  psalte^ 
ries,  and  harps,  and  cymbals,  sounding,  by  li^g  up  the  voice 

17  with  joy.  So  the  Levites  appointed  Heisnan  the  son  of  Joel  \ 
and  of  his  brethren,  Asaph  the  son  of  Berechiah  ;  and  of  the 

18  sons  of  Merari  their  brethren,  Ethan  ^he  son  of  Cushaiiii ;  An4 
with  then^  their  brethren  of  the  second  [degree,]  Zechariah, 
Ben,  and  Jaaztel,  am)  Shemiranaoch,  and  Jehtel,  and  Uimij  Elit 

-     ab)  and  Benalah,  and  Maaseiah,  and  Mattithiah,  and  Elipheleh, 

19  and  Mikneiah,  and  Obededom,  and  Jeiel,  the  potters.  So  the 
sin^rs,  Heman,  Asaph,  and  Ethan,  [were  appointed]  to  sound 

20  with  cymbals  of  brass ;  And  Zechariah,  and  Aziel^  and  Shemi-r 
ramoth,  and  Jehiel,  and  Unni,  and  Eli^,  and  Maaseiah,  and 

91   Benaiah,  with  psalteries  on  Alamoth  ;  And  Mattithiah,  and 
Elipheleh,  and  Miknelah,  and  Obededom,  and  Jeiel,  and  Azasiabt 
with  harps  on  the  Sheminith  to  excel. 
t%      And  Chenaniah,  chief  of  the  Levites,  [was]  for  song  :  he  in- 
93  stnicted  about  the  song,  because  he  [was]  skilful.    And  Bere- 
Si  chiah  and  Elkanah  [were]  doorkeepers  for  the  ark.    And  She-* 
baniah,  and  Jehoshaphat,  and  Nethaneel,  and  Afnasai,  and  Zech- 
ariah, and  Benaiah,  and  Elisar,  the  priests,  did  blow  with  the 
trumpets  before  the  ark  of  God  :  and  Obededom  and  Jehiah 
25  [were]  doorkeepers  for  the  ark.    So  David,  and  the  eWers 
of  IsratI)  and  the  6aptains  over  thousands}  went  to  bring  up  the 
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df  the  covenant  of  the  Lo&d  oot  of  the  house  ofObededoiit 

^6  with  joy.  And  it  came  to  pass*  vhen  God  helped  the  Levite^ 
that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenam  of  the  Lord,  that  they  ofiered 

^  seven  bullocks  and  seven  rams.  And  David  [was]  clothed  with  a 
robe  of  fine  linen,  and  all  the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark,  and  the 
singers,  and  Chenaniah  the  master  of  the  song  with  the  singer|i  t 

is  David  also  [had]  upon  him  an  ephod  of  linen.  Thus  all  Israel 
brought  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loro  with  shouting, 
and  with  sound  of  the  cornet,  and^  with  trumpets,  and  with  cym^ 
bals,  making  a  noise  with  psalteries  and  harps. 

29  And  it  came  to  pass,  [as]  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loi^i^ 
came  to  the  city  of  D^vid,  that  Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul 
looking  out  at  a  window  saw  king  Pavkl  dancing  and  playing  r 
and  she  despised  him  in  her  heart. 


A 


>:  s^ 


CHAP.    XVI. 

IkcwTji  festival  aacfifice^  and  UberaUiy  to  the  fieqfile  ;  he  tt/iflornteth  a 
bmtd  ofnngen  and  munt  to  praite  the  Lord  ;  and  the  fieolm  tf 
thanksgiving. 

1  Q  O  they  brought  the  ark  of  God,  and  set  it  in  ^e  midst  of 
O  the  tent  that  David  had  pitithed  for  it :  and  they  offered 

3  burnt  sacrifices  and  peace  offerings  before  Cod.  And  when 
David  had  made  an  end  of  offering  the  burnt  offerings  and  the 
peace  offerings,  he  blessed  the  people  in  the  naaie  of  the  Lord. 

3  And  he  deidt  to  every  one  of  Israel,  both  man  and  w^man,  ti 
every  one  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a  good  piece  of  fleKh,  and  a  flagon 
[of  winej 

4  And  he  appointed  [certain]  of  the  Levites  to  minister  before 
the  ark  of  the  Loan,  and  to  record,  and  to  thank  and  praise  thr 

3  Lord  Gob  of  Israel :  Asaph  the  chief,  and  next  to  him  Zecha- 
riah,  Jeiel,  and  Shensiramoth,  and  JehieU  and  Mattithiah,  and 
Eliab,  and  Benaiah,  and  Obededonn  i  and  Jeiel  with  psaiteriesi 

6  and  with  hai^ps  ;  but  Asaph  made  a  sound  with  cymbals  ;  Bena*^ 
iah  also  and  Jahaziei  the  priests  with  trumpets  continually  be* 
£>re  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 

7  Then  on  that  day  Diivid  delivered  first  [this  psalm]  t»  thank 
$  the  Lord,  into  the  hand  of  Asaph  and  hisbrethpen.  Give  thanks 

unto  the  Loan,  call  Upon  his  name,  make  kfiows  his  deedsr 

d  among  die  people.    Skig  unto  him,  sing  psalms  ittttD  him,  talk 

to  ye  of  all  his  wondnons  works.    Giory  ye  in  his  holy  name :  kk 

11  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lsttn*    Seek  the  Loh» 

1*2  and  his  strength,  seek  bis  face  continually.  Remember  his  mar^ 

vellous  works  that  he  hath  done,  h»  wonders,  and  the  judgments 
IS  of  his  mouth  :  O  ye  seed  of  Israel  his  servant,  ye  children  of* 
K4  Jacob  his  chosen  ones.    He  [is]  the  LoRn  our  God ;  his  judg- 
15  ments  [are]  in  all  the  earth.    Be  ye  mindful  always  of  his  cov* 

cnant ;  the  word  [which]  he  commanded  to  a  thousand  genera* 
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16  tions  ;  [Even  of  the  covenant]  trhich  he  made  inth  At>rafiftm« 

17  and  of  his  oath  unto  Isaac  ;  And  hath  confirnled  the  same  l<^ 
Jacob  for  a  law,  [and]  to  Israel  [for]  an  everlasting  coTenant» 

18  Saying,  Unto  thee  will  I  gire  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  lot  dt 

19  your  inheritance  ;    When  ye  were  but  few,  even  a  few,  and 

20  strangers  in  it.     And  [when]  they  went  from  nation  to  nation, 

21  and  from  [one]  kingdom  to  artother  people  ;  He  suflferecf 
n6  iilaA   to  do  them    wrong  *    yea,    he  reproved  kings    for 

S2  theli*  aakes,  [Saying,]  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
23  prophets  no  harm.  Sing  linto  the  Lord,  all  the  earthy  shew 
i4  forth  from  day  to  day  his  salvation.  Declare  his  glory  among 
t5  the  heathen ;  his  marvellous  Works  among  all  nations.     For 

great  [is]  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised  :  he  also  [is]  to 
-56  be  feared  above  all  gods,  for  all  the  gods  of  the  people  [are] 
%7  idols  :  but  the  Loan  made  the  heavens.      Glory  and  honaiur 

[are]  in  his  presence,  strength  and  gladness  [are]  in  his  place. 

28  Give  unto  the  Lord,  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give  unto  the 

29  Lord  glory  and  strength.  Give  unto  the  Loan  the  glory 
[due]  unto  his  name  :  bring  an  offering,  and  come  before  him  t 

80  wofship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  Fear  before  faim 
all  the  earth  :  the  world  also  shall  be  stable,  that  it  be  sot 

31  moved.  Let  the  heavens  be  glad,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice  :  and 

32  let  [men]  say  among  the  tiations,  The  Lord  reigneth.  Let 
the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof :  let  the  fieMs  rejoice, 

33  and  all  that  [is]  therein.  Then  shall  the  trees  of  the  wood 
sing  out  at  the  presence  of  the   Lord,  because  he  cOmeth  to 

34  judge  the  earth.    O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ;    for  [he  is] 

35  good  ;  for  his  mercy  [endureth]  for  ever.  And  say  ye.  Save 
us,  O  God  of  our  salvation,  and  gather  us  together,  and  deliver 
us  from  the  heathen,  that  we  may  give  thanks  to  thy  holy  name, 

56^  [and]  glory  in  thy  praise.  Blessed  [be]  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
for  ever  and  ever.    And  all  the  people  said,  Amen,  and  prnsed 

•  the  Lord. 

37  So  he  left  there  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loro, 
Asaph  and  his  brethren,  to  minister  before  the  arte  continually, 

88  as  every  day*s  work  required  :  And  Obededom,  with  their 
brethren,  three  score  and  eight :  Obededom  also  the  son  of 

39  Jeduthun,  and  Hosah,  [to  be]  porters  :  And  Zadok  the  priest 
'  and  his  brethren  the  priests,  before  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord, 

40  in  the  high  place  that  was  at  Gibeon,  To  offer  burnt  offering 
unt»  the  Lord,  upon  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering  continually 
morning  and  evening*  and  [to  do]  according  to  all  that  is  written 

41  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  which  he  commanded  Israel:  And 
with  them  Heman  and  Jeduthun,  and  the  rest  that  were  choseni 
who  were  expressed  by  name,  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord,  be- 

42  cause  his  mercy  [endureth]  for  ever  :  And  with  them  Heman 

•  and  Jeduthun  with  trumpets  and  cymbals,  for  those  that  should 
make  a  sound,  and  with  musical  instruments  of  Cyod  :  and  the 

43  sons  of  Jeduthun  [were]  porters.  And  all  the  people  departed^ 
every  man  to  bis  house :  And  David  returned  fo  bless  his  house. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

Ihvid  U  here/Mddden  to  build  Ood  an  houae  >  u  ftromUed  hleadng^ 

m  hU  9ced  s  hi$  prayer  and  thankighrinf. 


1  *]^rOW  It  came  to  pass,  M  David  sat  in  his  hou8e»  thtt  David 
XN  said  to  Nathan  the  prophet,  Lo,  I  dwell  in  an  house  of 
cedars,  but  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loan  [remaineth]  un- 

S  der  curUins.  Then  Nathan  said  unto  David,  Do  all  that  [is] 
in  thine  heart ;  for  God  [is]  with  thee. 

5  And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  nig^ht,  that  the  word  of  Gon 

4  came  to  Nathan,  safing,  Go  and  tell  David  my  servant.  Thus 
saith  the  Loaof  Thou  ^alt  not  build  me  an  house  to  dwell  in  s 

$  For  I  have  not  dwelt  in  an  hoiise  since  the  day  that  I  brought 
up  Israel  unto  this  day  ;  but  have  gone  from  tent  to  tent,  and 

6  fh)m  [oik]  tabemade  [to  another.]  Wlieresoever  I  have 
walkedwMi  ail  Israel,  spttke  I  a  word  to  any  of  the  judges  of  Is- 
rael, whom  I  commanded  to  feed  my  people,  saying,  Why 

7  have  ye  not  built  me  an  house  of  cedars  ?  Now  therefore  thus 
'skakthou  say  unto  my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  I  took  thee  from  the  sheep  cote,  [even]  from  follow- 
ing  the  sheep,  that  thou  shouldst  be  nikr  over  my  people  I|» 

8  rael :  And  I  have  been  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  hast  walk- 
ed, and  have  cut  off  all  thine  enemies  from  befere~ifcee,  and 
have  made  thee  a  name  like  the  name  of  the  great  men  that  [are] 

9  in  the  earth.  Also  I  will  ordain  a  place  for  my  people  Israel, 
and  will  plant  them,  and  thev  shall  dwell  in  their  place,  and 

*-   shall  be  moved  no  more  i  neither  shall  the  children  of  wicked- 

0  ness  waste  them  any  more,  as  at  the  beginning,  And  since 
the  time  that  I  commanded  judges  [to  be]  over  my  people  Is- 
raeL  Moreover  I  vrill  subdue  all  thine  enemies.  Furthermore 
I  tell  thee  that  the  Lord  will  build  thee  an  house. 

1  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thy  days  be  ez|Mred,  that 
thou  must  go  [to  be]  with  thy  &thers,  that  I  will  raise  up  thy 
seed  after  thee,  which  shall  be  of  thy  sons ;  and  I  will  st^iaii 

3  his  kingdom.  He  shall  build  me  an  house,  and  I  vnll  establish 
3  his  throne  for  ever.  I  will  be  his  fother,  and  he  shall  be  my  son  ; 

and  I  will  not  take  my  mercy  away  from  him,  as  I  took  [it] 
L4  from  [him]  that  was  before  thee.    But  I  will  settle  him  in  mine 

house  and  in  my  kingdom  for  ever ;  and  his  throne  shall  be  estab- 

5  lished  for  evermore.  According  to  all  these  words,  and  accord* 
ing  to  all  this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  i^ak  unto  David. 

'^  And  David  the  king  came  and  sat  before  the  Lord,  and  saidf 
Who  [am]  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what  [is]  mine  Ixnme,  that 

7  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto  ?  And  [yet]  this  waa  a  am^l 
thing  in  thine  eyes,  O  God  ;  for  thou  hast  [also]  spoken  of 
thy  servant's  house  for  a  great  while  to  come,  and  hast  regarded 
me  according  to  the  estate  of  a  man  of  high  degree,  O  Lord 

S  God.    What  can  David  [speak]  more  to  thee  for  the  honour  of 

9  thy  servant  f  for  thou  knowest  thy  servsntt  O  LoaPy  for  tbx 
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serrant^s  sake,  and  accortojs  to  tiiine  own  heart,  hast  thou  done 
all  this  greatness,  in  making  known  all  [these]  great  things. 

SQ  O  L0RD9  [there  is]  none  like  thee^  neither  [is  there  any]  God 
beside  thee,  according  to  all  that  we  have  heard  with  our  ears. 

SI  And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  [is]  like  thy  ^oplehrael, 

'  whom  God  weht  t6  redeem  [to  be]  hia  own  people,  to  ifiaketbeA 

a  name  oC  greatness  imd  terribleness,  by  driving  ontnatioiffft  lh>m 

before  thy  people  ;  whom  thoa  hast  redetoied  out  of  Egypt ! 

2ft  For  thy  people  Israel  didst  thou  make  thine  own  people  for  ever ; 

33  and  thou  Loan,  becamest  their  God.  Therefore  now,  LomDy 
let  Qte  thing  tlnit  thou  hast  spoken  concerning  thy  servant,  and 

'   concerning  his  house,  be  established  for  ever,  md  do  as  thoa  haA 

34  'said.    Let  it  eten  be  established,  that  thy  name  may  be  mag-> 

nified  for  ever,  saying,  the  Loan  of  hosts  [is]  the  God  of  Isrudli 

[even]  a  God  to  Israel :  pod  [let]  the  house  of  David  thy  ser- 

25  vant  [be]  established  before  thee.    For  thou,  O  my  God,  hast 

told  thy  servant  that  thou  wilt  build  him  an  housoR   therefore 

36  thy.  servant  hath  found  [in  his  heart]  to  pray  before  thee.  And 

now.  Lord,  thou  art  God,  and  hast  promised  this  goodness  un- 

3f  to  thy  servant :  Now  therefore  let  it  please  thee  to  bless  the 

-    faoose  of  thy  servsnt,  that  it  may  be  before  thee  forever  :  for 

.   thott  Uessest,  O  LoAD|  and  [U  shatt  be]  blessed  for  even 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 

David  9uhduB9  the  PhiUitincf  and  the  MoMt09  $  mi  9fmie%^  Hadut* 

zcr  and  the  Syrian*. 

4  *^^0  W  after  this  it  came  to  pass,  that  I^vid  smote  the 
jJN   Philistines,  and  subdued  them,  and  took  Gath  and  her 

3  towns  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  And  he  smote  Moab  ; 
'  ttid  the  Moabites  became  David's  servants,  [and]  brought  gifts. 
'3  And  David  smote  Hadarezer  king  of  Zdbah  uoto  Hamath,  as 
«4  he  went  to  stablish  bis  (k>minion  by  the  river  Eupbratak.  And 
i '  David  took  from  him  a  thousand  chariots,  and  seven  thousand 
.  lK>rsemen,  and  twenty  thousand  footmen :  David  also  houghed 
i  all  the  chariot  [horses,]  but  reserved  of  them  an  hundred  chari* 
B  ols.  And  when  the  Syrians  of  Damascus  came  to  help  Hadare* 
'  tKT  king  of  Zobah,  David  slew  ^the  Syrians  two  and  twenty 
-d  thoQSand  men«  Then  David  put  [garrisons]  in  Syriadamascns ; 

and  the  Syrians  became  David's  servants,  [and]  brought  gifts. 
i  Thus  the  Loan  preserved  David  whithersoever  he  went.  And  j 

David  took  the  shields  of  gold  that  were  on  the  servants  of  Ha-  ^ 

5  dtrezer,  and  brought  them  to  Jerusalem.  Likewise  from  Tib^ 
kalh,  and  from  Chun,  cities  of  Hadarezer,  brought  David  very 
much  brass,  wherewith  Solonoon  made  the  brazen  sea,  and  the 
pillars^  and  the  vessels  of  brass. 

9      Now  when  Tou  Uhg  of  Hamath  heard  how  David  had  smit- 
lO-ten  atlthe  boat  of  HadAres&cr  kmg  of  Zobah  i  He  sent  Hado« 
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.  ram  hU  son  to  Ung  David,  to  inquire  of  his  welfare,  and  to  con- 
gratulate hiiu*  because  he  bad  fought  against  Hadarexer,  and 
smitten  him ;  (for  Hadarezer  had  war  vith  Tou  0  and  [wi|h 

1 1  him]  all  manner  of  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  and  brass.    Them 
also  kiog  David,  dedicated  unto  the  Loap,  )yith  the  silver,  a^d 

.  the  gold  that  he  brought  from  all  [thqse]  nations  ;  froifi  £dom, 
and  from  Moab>  and  from  the  chiUrea  pf  Ammoo,  iind  Srojc^ 
the  Philistiaes»  axid  from  Amalek. 

12  ^  Moreover  Abishid  the  son  of  Zeruiah  slew  of  the  Edomites 
p  in  the  valley  of  salt  eighteen  thoi^and.  And  he  p|it  garri^|i| 
'.  .inEdpin;  and  all  the  Edomites  became  David's  serviAts.  ^l^us 

the  Loan  preserved  Davi<^  whithersoever  he  went. 
i4  So  David  reigned  over  all  Israel,  and  executed  judgment  and 
Is  justice  among  sJi  itis  people.  And  Joab  the  ^n  of  Zeruiah 
,  [was]  over  the  host;  and  Jc^osbaphat  the  son .  of  Ahilu<^  i^ 
16  corder.  And  Zadok  the  son  of  ^hitub,  and  Abimelech  the  son 
1.7  of  Abiathar,  [were]  the  priests ;  and  Shavsha  was  scribe.    Anj 

Benaiah  the  sod  of  Jehoiada  [was]  over  the  Cherethites  and 
-  the  Pelethitf s  i  and  the  sons  of  David  [were]  chief  about  thf 
A    king. 


,     CHAP.    XIX. 

David^M  mesaengera  sent  to  cmfcrt  jBdnun,  are  di9grac^fidl^  treated  j^ 
the  AmmamteM  are  overcome  by  Joab  and  AbUlud, 

jL  "^kfO  W  it  came  to  pass  alter  this,  that  Nahash  the  king  of 
.    JlN   the  children  of  Ammon  died,  and  his  son  reigned  in  hia 

2  stead.  And  David  said,  I  will  shew  kindness  unto  Hanun  the 
son  of  Nahash,  because  his  father  shewed  kindness  to  me. 
And  David  sent  messengers  to  comfort  him  concerning  hi% 
father.    So  the  servants  of  David  came  into  the  (and  of  the  chil- 

3  dren  of  Ammon  to  Hanun,  to  comfort  him.    But  the  princes  of 
the  children  of  Ammon  said  to  Hanun,  Thinkest  thou  that  Da- 
vid doth  honour  thy  father  that  he  haUi  sent  comforters'^  unto 
thee  ?   are  not  his  servaate  oome  ui|to  thee  for  to  seavcb}  mj* 

4  to  overthrow,  and  to  spy  out  the '  land  ?  Wherefore  Hanun 
took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  them,  and  cut  off  their 
garments  in  the  midst  hard  by  their  buttocks,  and  sent  them 

«  away.    Then  there  went  [certain,!  and  told  David  JH>W  tba. 
men  were  served.    And  he  sent  to  meet  them  :  for  ^^^-^mq 
were  greatly  ashamed.     And  the  king  said.  Tarry  at  to- 

.  icho  until  your  beards  be  grown,  and  [then]  return. 

6  And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw  that  th^y  bad  vinadi 
themselves  odious  to  David,  Hanun  and  the  cKydreri  of  Am«ioii 
sent  a  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  hire  them  chariot  and  h<^e- 
jn^'  QOt  of  Mesopotamia,  and  out  of  Syriamaa<;hah,  and  d6€  of 

T  Zoba^i-    So  they  hir^  thirty  and  two  thousand  chariots^  v^ 


'430  I.  CHRONICLES.    XX; 

the  king  of  Maachah  and  his  people  ;  who  came  and  pit<jiie2 

before  Medeba.    And  the  children  of  Ammon  gathered  them' 

6  selves  together  fy>vk  their  cities,  and  came  to  battle.  And  whea 

David  heard  [of  it,]  he  sent  Joab,  and  all  the  host  of  the  mighty 

9  men.    And  the  children  of  Amxnon  came  out,  and  pat  the  b«t« 

'    tie  in  array  before  the  gate  of  the  citf :  and  the  kings  that 

,10  were  come  [were}  by  themselves  in  the  field.    Now  when  Joab 

saw  that  the  battle  wajs  set  against  him  before  and  behind,  h^ 

chose  out  of  all  the  choice  of  Israel,  and  pat  [them]  in  array 

'1 1  against  the  Syrians.    And  the  rest  of  the  people  he  ddiTered 

unto  the  hand  of  Ablshai  his  brother,  afid  they  set  [them8elt>€s] 

13  in  array  against  the  children  of  Ammon.    And  he  said}  If  the 

Syrians  bt  too  strong  for  me,  then  thou  shah  help  me  :  bat  if 

the  children  of  Ammon  be  too  strong  for  ^ee,  then  I  will  hdp 

1 3  thee.  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  behave  ourseltes  valiantly 
for  our  people^and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  ?  and  let  the  Lord 

14  do  [that  which  is]  good  in  his  sight.  So  Joab  and  the  peopfe 
that  [were]  with  him  drew  nigh  before  the  Syiians  unto  the  bat* 

15  tie  ;  and  they  fled  before  him.  And  whea  the  children  of 
Ammon  saw  that  the  Syrians  were  fled,  they  likewise  fled  befora 

.  Abish^^his  brother,  and  eut^ed  uitQ  thq  city..  Then  Joah 
came  to  Jerusalem. 

16  And  when  the  Syrians  saw  that  they  were  pot  to  the  worse 
before  Israel,  they  sent  messengers  and  drew  forth  the  Syriass 
that  [were]  beyond  the  river :  md  Shophach  the  captain  pf  the 

17  host  of  Hadareaer  [went]  before  them.  And  ft  was  told  David  j 
and  he  gathered  all  Israel  and  passed  over  Jordan,  and  came 
upon  them,  and  set  [the  baUle]  in  array  against  them.  So 
when  David  had  put  the  battle  in  array  against  the  Syrians  they 

18  fought  with  him.  But  the  Syrians  fled  before  Israel ;  and 
payid  slew  of  the  Syrians  seven  thousand  [men  which  fought 
in]  chariots,  and  forty  thousand  footmen,  a^d  killed  Shophach 

19  the  c£q3|tain  of  the  host.  And  when  the  servanu  of  Hadareaer 
saw  that  they  Were  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel,  they  made 
peace  with  David,  and  became  his  servants :  neither  woold.  the 
Syrians  help  the  children  of  Ammon  any  more. 

CHAP.    XX. 

Babdak  U  bedewed  by  Joobj  €fu>tled  by  Davidy  and  the  ptofile  $of^ 
turtd  i  three  giants  slain  by  DavidU  servarUSf  in  three  several 
taUli$  tMk  the  PhiUetinea. 

S  AND  it;  came  to  pass,  that  after  the  vear  was  expire^ 
jlX  ^^  ^^c  time  that  kings  go  out  [to  battle,]  Joab  led  forth 
tjde  power  of  the  army,  and  wasted  the  country  of  the  cbil* 
di?^n  of  Ammon,  and  came  and  besieged  Rabbah.  Byt.David 
tariied  at  Jerusalem.    And  Joab  smote  Habbah,  and  destroyed 

%  It.    And  David  took  the  crown  of  their  king  fipm  o£r  his  head, 
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tnd  Toifnd  it  to  weigh  a  talent  of  gold,  atkl  [there'were]  precious 
stones  in  it ;  and  it  was  set  upon  David's  head :  and  he  brought 

3  also  exceeding  much  spoil  out  of  the  city.  And  he  brought 
out  the  people  that  [were]  in  lU  and  cut  [them]  with  saws,  and 
with  harrows  of  iron*  and  with  axes.  Even  so  dealt  David 
with  all  tlie  cities  of  the  children  of  Ammon.  And  David  and 
all  the  people  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

4  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  there  arose  war  at  Gezar 
inth  the  Philistines :  at  which  time  Sibbechai  the  Hushathite 
slew  Sippai,  [that  was]  of  the  children  of  the  giant :  and  they 

#«  were  subdued.  .And  there  was  wai^  again  with  the  Philistines  | 
and  Elhanan  the  son  of  Jair  slew  Lahmi  the  brother  of  GoUath 
the  Gittitey  whose  spear  staiT  [was]  like  a  weaver's  beam; 

4  And  yet  again  there  was  war  at  Gath,  where  was  a  man  of 
[great]  stature,  whose  fingers  and  toes  [were]  four  and  twenty, 
m  [on  each  handy]  and  six  [on  each  foot :]  and  he  also  was  the 

T  son  of  the  giant.  But  when  he  defied  Isrady  Jonathan  the  s(ai  of 

5  Shimea  David's  brother  slew  him»  These  were  bom  unto  the 
giant  in  Gath  ;  and  they  fell  by  the  hand  of  DaVid,  and  by  th« 
band  of  his  servants. 


CHAP.    XXL 

David  /brceth  Joad  to  number  the/ieofile  ;  he  refieniSj  mid  acknowi' 
0dgt9  his  fctuit  ;  and  out  of  three  fila^esj  which  Godpropoeed  ta 
punish  Mm  by^  he  choceeth  the  fieHiienee, 

1  A  N  D  Satan  stood  op  against  Israel*  and  provoked  David 
•  8  jTV.  to  number  IsraeL  And  David  said  to  Joab  and  to  the 
rulers  of  the  people,  Go,  number  Israel  from  Beersheba  even 
to  Dan  :  and  bring  the  number  of  them  to  me,  that  I  may  know 
S  [it.]  And  Joab  answered.  The  Loan  make  his  people  an 
hundred  times  so  many  more  as  they  [be  :]  but,  my  lord  the 
king,  [are]  they  not  aU  my  lord's  servants  ?  why  then  doth  my 
Loan  require  this  thing  ?  why  will  he  be  a  cause  of  trespass  to 

4  Israel  ?  Nevertheless  the  king's  word  prevailed  ag^nst  Joab. 
Wherefore  Joab  departed,  and  went  throughout  all  Israel,  and 

5  came  to  Jerusalem.  And  Joab  gave  the  sum  of  the  number  of 
the  people  unto  David.  And  all  [they  of]  Israel  were  a  thour 
sand  thousand  aqd  an  hundred  thousand  men  that  drew  sword  9 
and  Judah  [was]  four  hundred  three  score  and  ten  thousand 

6  men  that  drew  sword.  But  Levi  and  Benjamin  counted  he  not 
among  them  :  for  the  king's  word  was  abominable  to  Joab. 

7  And  God  was  displeased  with  this  thing :  therefore  he  smote 
t  Israel.    And  David  said  unto  God,  I  have  ^nned  greatly,  be* 

cause  I  have  done  this  thing  s  but  now,  I  beseech  thee,  do  avray 
the  iniquity  of  ^y  servant ;  for  I  have  done  very  foolishly. 
9  10      And  the  Loan  spake  unto  Gad,  David's  seer,  saying,  Go 
imd  tell  David]  saying,  Thus  saith  the  LobD;  I  offer  thee  three 
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[things :]  choose  thee  one  of  them^  that  \  rpfLy  do  (it]  unto 
11  thee.    So  Gad  came  to  Pavid^  and  said  unto  binij  Thus  saitSx 
i?  the  LoRx>,  Choose  thee  Either  three  years'  famine  ;  or  three 
months  to  be  destroyed  before  thy  foes,  while  that  the  9vord  of 
thine  enemies  overtaketh  [thee  ;]  or  else  three  days  the  sword  of 
the  Lord,  even  the  pestilence  in  the  land,  and  the  angel  of  the- 
Loan  destroying^  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel.     N'ow 
therefore  advise  tliyself  what  word  I  shall  bring  again  to  fai|n 
13  that  sent  me.    And  Darid  said  unto  Gad,  I  am  In  a  great  strait  : 
kt  me  fidl  now  into  the  hand  of  the  t.ORJ> ;  for  very  great 
[are]  his  mercies  :  but  kt  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man^ 
}4      So  the  Loan  sent  pestilence  upon  Israel :  and  there  fell  of 
1^  Israel  seventy  thousand  men.    And  God  sent  an  angel  ynto 
Jerusalem  to  destroy  it :  and  as  he  was  destroying,  the  Lo^^ 
beheld,  and  he  repented  him  of  the  evil,  and  said  to  the  angel 
that  destroyed,  It  is  enough,  stay  now  thine  hand.    And  the 
angel  of  the  Lt)R»  stood  by  the  threshing  floor  of  Orpan  tbe 
Jd>iisite. 
}#      And  David  Kfted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the  angel  joi  the  Lcao 
stand  between  the  earth  and  the  heaven,  having  a  drawn  sword 
in  hts  hand  stretched  out  over  Jerusalem.    Then  David  and  the 
-  dders-^of  israet,  who  were]  ekthedifl  8ackclQi&,  fell  Bpm  tfaezp 
17  faces.    And  David  said  unto  God,  [Is  it]   not  I   [that]  com- 
manded the  people  to  be  numbered  ?  even  I  it  is  that  have  sin<< 
ned  and  done  evil  indeed  ;  but  [as  for]  these  sheep,  what  have 
~    they  done  ?  kt  thine  hahd,  I  pray  thee,  O  Lord  my  God,  ba 
«o  me,  and  on  my  father^  house  ;    hut  not  on  thy  people^ 
that  they  should  be  plagued. 
IS      Thesr  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  Gad  to  say  to 
David,  that  David  should  go  pp,  and  set  tip  ah  altar  i^^  tfie 
19  Lord  in  the  threshing  floor  of  Oman  the  Jcbusite.    AnaJftavld 
went  up  at  the  saying  of  Gad,  which  he  spake  in  the  name  of 
SO  the  LoRD«     And  Oman  tumed  back,  and  saw  the  angel ;  sjofi 
ftis  four  sons  with  him  hid  themselves.   Now  Oman  was  thresft- 

31  ing  wheat.  And  as  David  came  to  Oman,  Oman  looked  and 
saw  David,  and  went  out  of  the  threshing  floor,  and  bowed  him- 

32  self  to  Dav'^  with  [his]  &ce  to  the  ground.  Then  David  said 
to  Oman,  Grant  me  the  place  of  [this]  threshing  floor,  that  I 
may  build  an  altar  therein  unto  the  Lord  :  thou  shalt  grant  it 
me  for  the  full  price,    that  the  plague  may  be  stayed  from  the 

J3  people/ ''  And  Oman  said  unto  David,  Take  [it]  to  thee,  and 
let  my  lord  the  king  do  [that  which  h*}  good  in  his  eyes :  lo,  I 
give  [thee]  the  oxen  [also]  for  burnt  offerings  and  the  thresh^ 
ing  mstruments  for  wood,  and  the  wheat  for  the  meat  offering ; 

%i  I  give  It  all.  And  king  David  said  to  Oman,  Nay  ;  but  I  will 
verily  buy  it  for  the  full  price  :  for  I  will  not  take  [that]  wl^dli 
[is]  thine  for  the  LoRn,  nor  offer  burnt  offerings  without  cost 

75  So  David  gave  to  Oman  for  the  place  six  hundred  shekels  of 

36  gold  by  weight.  And  David  built  there  an  altar  unto  the  LoRi;» 
and  oficre^  burnt  ofEerings  and  peace  offerings^  and  called  upeQ 
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'  tht  LesD  ;  ttidl  he  Buwered  lufti  from  heayeti  Ir^  firer  upon  the 
S7  altar  of  burnt  offering.  And  the  Loan  commanded  the  3iige^ 
98  and  he  put  up  his  aword  again  into  the  sheath  thereof.    At  dm 

tiime  when  David  saw  that  the  Loan  had  answered  him  in  the 

threshing  floor  of  Oman  the  Jebusite^  then  he  sacrificed  there. 
29  For  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  which  Moses  made  in  the  wil« 

demess)  and  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering,  [were]  at  that  seaaotf 
36  in  the  high  place  at  Gibeon.    But  David  could  not  go  befeve  it 

to  inquire  of  God :  for  he  waa  afraid  because  of  the  sword  ci 
'   the  angel  of  the  Lord. 


CHAP.    XXII. 

t%e  plague  fifr  initmbering  the  fieofUe  being  etayedy  and  the  eiUar 
btdlty  (He  3  Qam.  ck.  mtir.)  David  pTeparee  fit  htdlding  tht  tem*^ 
fUe  ;  and  ghfe*  a  charge  to  Solomon  about  it. 

1  nn  HEN   David  said,  This  [is]  the  house  of  the  Loid 
JL     God,  and  this  [is]  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering  fer 

5  Israel.*  And  David  commanded  to  gather  together  the  straii« 
gers  that  [were]  in  the  land  of  Israel ;  the  proeHyte*  Jrom,  other 
nattofiBy  ee/ieetaUy  Siddnums  and  Tyrianey  who  were  better  ardstsy 
the  hrueUtee  being  fttineifiaUy  firmere  i  and  he  set  masons  to 
hew  wrought  stones  to  build  the  house  of  God.  Utough  he  waa 
not  permitted  to  build  it  himae^y  he  might  provide  materialefor  if^ 

3  And  David  prepared  iron  in  abundance  for  the  nails  for  the  doora 
'  of  the  gates,  and  for  the  joinings,  or  hingee  ;  and  brass  in 
4r  abundance  without  w^ght ;  Also  cedar  trees  in  abundance :  lor 
the  Zidoaians  atAl  they  of  Tyre  brought  much  cedar  wood  to 
If  David.    And  Da^d  said,  Solomon  my  son  [is]  young  and  ten* 

•  der,  and  the  house  [that  is]  to  be  builded  for  the  Lord  [must 

*  be]  oRceeding  magnifical,  of  fame  and  of  glory  throughout  all 
countries  :  I  will  [therefore]  now  make  preparation  lor  it.t 
So  David  prepared  abundantly  before  his  death. 

6  Then  he  called  for  Sr»omon  his  son,  and  charged  him  to 
build  an  house  for  the  Lord  Goo  of  Israel  ;  he  did  not  leave  it  to 

V  hii  choice^  but  charged  him  to  do  it.  And  David  said  toSolomoni 
My  son,  as  lor  me,  it  was  in  my  mind  to  build  an  house  unto  the 

S  name  of  the  Lord  my  God  :  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  mt  saying,  Thou  hast  shed  blood  abundantly,  and  hast  made 
great  wars  :  thou  ahalt  not  build  an  house  unto  my  name}  be* 

*  God  had  declared  hj  Moset,  Dwt-  ^*  5*  that  »  hoote  iboold  be  buitt ;  and  he  faa4 
told  David  that  his  son  shoold  build  It.  This  David  thought  wm  the  proper  p]ace  for  lc»  be- 
cause of  the  extraordinary  token  of  the  divine  pretence  and  acceprance  'which  he  found  here* 
€hap,  %xi.  s6.  Or  there  may  be  aa  allasion  to  the  words  of  Jaoobf  thit  it  name  othtr  iha» 
the  hoiua  if  Cod,  and  thit  it  thi  gat$  •/  AeavM. 

t  Oavid  here  ffi.m  two  reason*  for  this  ;  SolomMi  was  yoBn|;.  md  coeld  not  make  sodl 

g rations  for  the  house  M  he  couid  ;  and  the  boildinir  was  to  be  very  maicnificent  for  the 
•«r  Israel  and  Ha  fame  among  aeighbourinc  taOMOB ;  and  that  the  graadeur  of  tht 
!  AichtanraccswdhiliaMeiiK  wetMippcim 


«24  L*  CHRONICLES.    XXIL 


t 


c«Me  tlMli  hast  slied  much  hlood  upcm  the  euth  intny  aigiit^ 
Bcholdf  a  Mm  shall  be  bom  to  thee^  who  shall  be  a  man  of  rtst ; 
•nd  I  will  give  htm  rest  from  all  his  enemies  round  i^nt  t  ior 
his  name  shall  be  Solomon,  that  i>,  fieaeeabUy  and  I  will  give 
peace  and  quietness  unto  Israel  in  his  days  ;  no  dM  hraiUj  mr 
Jwreign  mvantu  by  enemie*  ;  this  will  be  a  firofier  ^eammfw  the 

10  work.  He  shall  build  an  house  for  mjr  name  ;  and  he  shdl  be 
my  son,  and  I  [will  be]  his  fiither  ;  and  I  wiH  establish  tha 
throne  of  his  kinJg;dom  over  Israel  for  ever.  BavHig  tkm  reiated 
what  God  had  smd  to  him^  he  turns  hU  sfleeeh  direct^  to  Sohman  g 

11  Now  my  8on»  the  Lord  be  with  thee  ;  and  prosper  thou,  and 
build  the  house  of  the  Lord  thy  Godf  as  he  hath  said  of  thee  s 
encouraging  him  in  the  vwrk^  not  doubting  but  God  would  mtcccfd 

13  Aim,  because  he  had  commanded  it.  Only  the  Lord  give  dice 
wisdom  and  understanding*  and  g^ve  thee  charge  concerning 
Israel,  thatisy  direction  and  counsel  how  to  rule  thefieo/de^  and 
conduct  this  great  affair ^  that  thou  mayest  keep  the  law  of  the 

13  Lord  thy  God.  Then  shalt  thou  prosper*  if  thou  takest  heed 
to  fulfil  the  statutes  and  judgments  which  the  Lord  charged 
Moses  with  concerning  Israel ;  assuring  famoffiro^perity^  Qke 
did  so  i  and  therefore  exhorting  Mm  to  fiui  firth  his  utmost 
strength  ;  be  strong,  and  of  gooid  courage  ;  dread  not,  nor  he 
dismayed  ;  let  not  the  greatness  of  the  work  discourage  thee  i  htt 
defiend  ufion  divine  asnstance^  while  thou  artfaUl^in  tky  duty» 
And  to  cTKOurage  him  to  these^  he  tells  him  what  fire/ianOious  he 

14  had  made  :  Now,  behold,  in  my  trpuble,  though  on  the  whfile 
mine  has  been  a  turbulent  reigTiy  yet  I  have  not  forgot  this  great 

.  designy  I  have  prepared  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  an  hundred 
thousand  talents  of  ^Id^anda  thousand  thousand  talents  of  ul- 
ver  ;t  and  of  brass,  and  iron  without  weight ;  for  it  is  in  abund* 
ance  :  timber  also  and  stone  have  I  prepared  ;  and  thou  mayest 
add  thereto  ;  there  is  room  for  ail  thou  canst  add  in  such  a  wort. 

15  as  this.  Moreover  [thei^e  are]  workmen  with  thee  in  abundance^ 
hewers  and  workers  of  stone  and  timber,  and  jail  manner  of  cun- 
ning men  for  every  manner  of  work  ;  the  workmen,  are  abreadtf 

16  chosen^  and  t/ieir  work  assigned.  Of  the  gold,  the  silver,  and  the 
brass,  and  the  iron,  [there  is]  no  number,  the  weight  <^ them  is  so 
great  thai  it  cannot  be  told.  Arise  [therefore,]  and  be  doing,  and 
ihe  Loan  be  with  thee  ;  when  thou  art  settled  on  the  throne^se^ 
about  it  immediately^  and  doubt  not  but  GodwHl  be  with  thee* 


•  The  reaaon  why  he  was  fof1»ia.  we  find  In  i  Sam.  vii.  s.  The  wm  irere  watfFMfeed 
fiueceeded  by  Jehovah ;  yet  ic  did  not  suit  with  hi«  majesty  to  have  an  house  hoUc^  si   "^  ~~ 
iltiinan  life  was  prrcious  to  God,  and  he  was  tender  or  the  blood  of  his  creaturet.    U 
proper  Ibr  »  peaceable  prince  to  do  it«  who  was  a  type  of  dkftpriiKeofpnceb 

t  This  was  a  prodigioos  sum,  near  seven  hundred  and  fifty  raillkn ;  eaoogh.  tay  soom* 
to  have  built  all  the  walls  with  stiver,  aiid  the  roofs  with  gold.  Bat  it  shook!  be  considered* 
that  it  was  not  all  s|ient  upon  the  temple ;  there  were  other  boildbgs,  and  vast  creasnTes  laid 

nn   linr  luailltainine  above  tvro   hlinrlrMl    thnn«arMl  wnrlcmon.    A\«>  BA  manw     mMmmm  ««««lnwM«  fnr 


piriuy  ui  Rviu  «  «»i>u  v.airiuii4HA  Mijciij  Bvuf  vcs  ui  Aveaicn  rrom  DUNMoiory,  iraoe  ana  TTioiKei» 
Solomon  liad  six  hundred  and  sixtysix  talents  of  gold  yearly,  and  he  had  no  anbyecta  bnC  what 
D.ivtd  had  ;  he  h:(d  many  loccessful  wars  with  rl  ji  nations,  from  whom  he  hadearriiMsand 
jewels  of  goldi  shields  of  gold,  and  gods  of  gold.  It  is  not  difiiCalt  to  account  bow  he  bad  so 
moch  wraith,  and  how  he  laid  it  out»  considering  the  buildings,  the  workmcAr  the  Cicaim 
WiA  ^,  the  gold  about  the  tcmpk/  the  utcotiiSi  and  ihc  pctcious  stones. 


I;  CHRONICLES.  XXILr  42a; 

IfT  David  also  GonuiMLiMied  all  the^pTOQeA  of  Isivel  to  help 
la  his  6009*  [saying,  Is]  not  the  Loan  your  God  »^|h  you  ?  and 
hath  be  [notj  given  you  rest  on  every  side  I  for  lie  hath  given 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  mine  hand  ;  and  the  land  ia  sub- 
dued before  the  Loan,  and  before  his  people  r  we  have  had  large 
exfiariertce  of  hU  goodne^a  ;  and  what  he  hath  aiready  done  U  a 
ground  ofho/ie  in  iiUJurther  favour.  .  Ml  the  enemiee  (flera'el  arc 
mthdued  ;  toe  haue  peace  round  about  ;  therefore  ^  in  gratitude  for 
tho%e  favourej  oet  to  work^  eefieciaily  aait  is  for  his'  service  and 
19  honour.  Now  set  your  heart  and  your  soul  to  seek  the  Loa9 
your  God  ,  arise  therefore,  and  build  ye  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Lord'GoD,  to  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Loax^  and  the 
holy  vessels  of  God,  into  the  house  that  is  to  be  built  to  the  name 
of  ^e  Loan  ;  egignge  keartkyinAhe  wsrk^and  seek  tkedMna 
blessing  ;  then  you  vnUgo  on  cheerfuUy  and  firotfieromsly  in  it. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  A  G£D  christians,  like  David,  should  consider  the  circum** 
xV.  stances  of  young  ones,  and  consult  their  benefit.  They 
should  not  overburden  them,  but  provide  them  what  help  they  can, 
that  they  may  go  on  easily  and  cheerfully  in  God's  work.  They 
shoidd  instruct  them  in  it,  v.  1 1.  in  the  natot^  and  design  of  true 
religion  ;  and  encourage  them  to  ity'v.  IS.  by  their  own  experience, 
and  the  pronuse  of  a  divine  Uessii^g ;  and  pray  for  them,  v.  13,  that 
God  would  give  them  msdom.  and  understanding  to  see  and  pursue 
their  true  interest :  considering  how  much  the  honour  of  God,  and 
the  support  of  religion,  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  piety  of  the  rising 
generation,  and  that  all  the  care  of  ministers  and  parents  is  little 
enough  to  promote  it. 

3.  When  God  gives  rest  to  a  people,  he  expects  they  should 
devote  themselves  more  closely  and  resolutely  to  his  service. 
This  argument  David  urged  upon  Solomon  and  his  people.  We 
should  faMB  solicitous  to  improve  time  while  it  is  continued  ;  while 
there  is  no  foreign  or  domestic  enemy ;  and  while  the  gospel 
has  a  free  course.  Let  us  resolutely  wcMrk  the  works  of  God  ; 
improve  every  opportunity  to  build  up  his  house,  support  his 
worship,  and  advance  religion,  llien  had  the  churches  restf  and 
tsere  edified  ;  and  valking  in  the  fear  <fthe  Lcrdy  and  the  comfbrt  qf 
the  Ubiy  GlHtstj  were  multifdied. 

3.  The  promises  of  God,  and  tiie  hope  of  his  presence,  should 
encourage  us  to  work  for  him.  Arise<,  and  be  doings  and  the  Lord 
mn&  be  with  thee.  Words  that  may  well  be  addressed  to  every 
christian.  Religion  ia  the  most  impcwtant  work  ;  it  requires  vigour 
and  resolution.  God  has  promised  assistance  ;  and  if  the  work  be 
ever  so  hard,  and  the  difl&culUes  and  enemies  ever  so  many  and 
formidable,  he  will  be  with  us^  and  that  is  enough.  Wherefore  work 
out  your  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  for  it  is  God  who 
worketh  in  you  to  wiil  and  to  do  <fins  own  good  fiieasure. 

*  This  WM  probably  II  private  exhovtMioo  to  the  great  sunvsvtUt  inprepariqf  for  tbe 
work»  n  there  wat  a  poHk  addrcM  to  th<m  afterward. 

Vox.,  m.  Fff 
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4.  We  should  niiiid  to  add  our  ^yert  losB  oar  euJetfimiB  ii 
bTomodng  th^  Work  and  aenrice  of  God.  v.  19.  Abo  tet  yomr 
iteart  and  your  wul  to  oeek  the  Lord  your  Godi  Prayer  will  qnkkco 
our  own  spinti ;  make  m  sensible  of  Hie  hnperlaiicr  of  the  woricy 
that  wemay  not  dare  to  be  innneert  and  trifling  in  it.  It  wiH  mia^ 
engage  di^ne  help,  without  which  we  shall  flag  and  tire.  If  we  are 
once  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  our  dependence  on  God,  ami 
liave  our  hearts  filled  with  devout  regards  to  hin,  we  shall  stick  at 
nothing  for  his  service  and  his  sanctuary.  If,  by  Davids  exaaipie» 
we  stir  up  ourselves  and  afl  aboutusinditslroriCf  God  will  bless  usr 
and  reward  all  our  labours  of  love  in  a  better  woiidf  and  through  » 
happy  eternity. 


CHAP.  xxin. 

A  J 
Dmtfid  inhhM  age  makeo  Solomon  Hng'p  the  Leviteo  ordered  i  the 

ooM  <^  Gerhh(m%  Kohaih^  and  Mcrari. 

I  0*0  when*  David  was  old  andftdl  of  days,  he  naade  Sokmoi^ 

O*  his  son  king  over  Israel, 
d      And  he  gathei%d  togedter  all  the  princes  of  Israel,  widi  the 
%  priests  and  the  Levites  r  Now  the  Lievites  were  numbered  fixyfl» 

the  age  of  thirty  years  and  upward :  and  their  number  by  th^r 
4f  polls,  roan  by  man,  wa»  thirty  and  eight  thousand.    Of  wluchf 

twenty  and  four  thousand  [were]  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the 

house  of  the  Loan*;  and  six  thousand  [w^re  J  officers  and  judges  : 

5  Moreover  four  thousand  [were]  porters ;  and  four  thonaand 
praised  the  Loan  with  the  instruments  which  I  made,  [vad 

6  David,]  to  praise  [therewith.]  And  Dav«d  divided  them  fait» 
courses-  among  the  sons  of  Levi»  [namely,}  Gordon,  Kohatht 
and  Merari. 

7  8  Of  the  Gershonites  [were,]  Laadan,  and  Shimei.  The 
sons  of  Laadan  ;  the  chief  [was]  Jehiel,  uid  Zelliam,  and  Jodf 

9  three.    The  sons  of  Shimei ;  Shelomith,  and  Haiiei,  and  Ha* 

ran,  three.    These  [were]  Uie  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Laadaa. 

TO  And  the  sons  of  Shimei  [were,]  Jahath,  Zina,  and'  Jeush,  nd 

X\  Beriah.    These  four  [were]  the  sons  of  Shimei.    AndJahadr 

was  the  chief,  and  Zizah  the  second :  but  Jeuah  and  Beriah  had 

not  many  sons  ;  therefore  they  were  hxttmt  reckoning,  accord- 

fng  to  [thdr]  father^s  house. 

t3      The  sons  of  Kohath  \  Amram^  Indian  Hebron  and  Uztidr 

13  four.  The  sonsr  of  Anu-am  ;  Aaron  and  Moaes  :  and  Aaroa 
was  separated,  that  he  shoirid  sanctify  ^e  most  holy  thin^  he 
and  his  sons  for  ever,  to  bum  hieense  befi>re  tiie  Loasy  to  minis* 

14  ter  unto  hiin^  and  to  bless  in  hi»  name  for  ever.  Now  [ooncen* 
ing]  Moses  the  man  of  God,  his  sons  were  named  of  the  tribe 

15  of  Levi.    The  sons  of  Moses  [were,]  Gershomf  and  Elieaer. 
U  17  Of  the  sons  of  Gershom,  Shebuel  [was]  the  cfaiei    And 

the  sons  of  Elieier  [were,]  Rehabiah  the  chief.    And  Elieaer 
had  none  other  sons ;  but  the  sons  of  Rehabiah  were  ttry  many. 


L  CHRONICLES.    XXIV.  427 

I  |«  19  or  the  tons  oriziiar ;  SHe]|9iBfib  the  chief.    Of  the  ^om 

of  Hebron ;  Jeriah  the  firsti  Aauuiah  the  secondi  Jahaziel  the 
I  SO  third)  and  iebyneam  the  fourth.    Of^he  sons^Uzziel*  I4i'* 

cah  the  first,  and  Jeaiah  the  aeoon^- 
I,  2 1      The  aons  of  Merari  ;  Mahli,  and  Moabl.  The  soos^f  Mflhli; 

22  Eleazar  and  Kish.    And  Eleasar  died,  and  had  no  sons,  but 
daughtera  ;  and  their  brethi^en  the  aons  ^of  Kiah  took  them. 
33  Theaonatif  Muahi ;  Mahli,  and  Eder,  and  Jeremoth,  three. 
1^4      Theae  [were]  the  -aona  of  Levi  after  the  house  of  their 
feathers;  [even]  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  as  they  were  counted 
by  mumber  of  names  by  their  polls,  that  did  the  work  for  thfi 
aervice  of  the  house  of  the  Loan,  from  the  age^f  tyrenty  years 
75  and  upward.    Tor  David  said,  The  Lord  Gon  lof  Israel  hath 

g*  ven  rest  .unto  his  people,  that  they  may  dwefl  in  Jerusaleoi 
r  ever  :    And  also  unto  the  Lievites  :  they  sKall  no  [more] 
carry  the  tabernacle,  nor  any  vessels  of  it  for  the  service  therec^ 
d7  For  by  the  last  words  of  David  the  Levites  [were]  numbered 
33  from  twenty  fears  ^Id  and  4^ve  :  Because  iheir  office  [wa^ 
to  wak  «i>  the  sons  of  Aaron  for  the  service  of  the  bouse  of  the 
Loan,  in  th&courta,  and  in  the  chambers,  snd  in  the  purifying  of 
all  hol^  thinn,  and  the  work  of  the  aervice  of  the  house  of 
^9  God  ;   Both  tor  the  shew  bread,  and  for  the  fine  Sour  for  ineat 
.offerin||;,  and  for  the  tmleavened  cakes,  and  for  [that  which  is 
baked  m]  the  pan,  and  for  that  ivhich  is  fried,  and  for  all  man- 
iSO  ner  of  measure  asd  p\3^ ;  And  to  stand  every  naming  to  thai^k 
.31  and  praise  the  Loan,  and  likewise  at  even  ;  ^jod  to  olTer  all 
burnt  sacrifices  imtp  the  Loan  in  the  s^ibbaths,  in  the  new  moonsp 
and  on  the  set  feast^  by  numW*  .Recording  to  the  order  com* 
33  manded  unto  thf^iOontiouaUy^wre  the  Loan  !  And  that  they 
should  keep  the  ^  charge  of  the .  jtat^eiTiacle  of.  the  ccfigregatioo, 
and  the  charge  of  the  hioly  [plftoejj  ^od  the  charge  ^f  the  sons  of 
Aaron  their  pret^jren,  in  <he  t»ervice  ^  the  bouse  of  the  Loan. 


CHAP.    XXIV. 

7^e  dividoTiM  of  the  fons  of  Jlaron  ffUoJbur  mnd  twenty  orders  ;  fhe 
remainder  iff  the  KoatfriteB  and  t^e  Mtmntta  divided  py  ioL 

i  ^VfO  W  [these  m]  the  xBfisions  of  the  sons  of  Aaron* 
X  vl   The  aons  of  hipm  ;  Madab,  and  Abijho,  £leaxars  and 

%  Ithamar.  But  Nadab  and  Abihu  dkd  heloir  their  ftthery  and 
had  no  cfaildMn  •  Jthenefore  Eleazae  and  *»i*««f*oi.  gi^p^r^it^mA  »h» 

B  priest's  oQce.  And  David  distributed  theBi,both  Zadok  of  the 
SOBS  of  Qeasar,  and  Ahnnelech  of  die  aons  of  ithamar,  accord- 

4  ing  to  thar-oScea  in  thi^r  service.  And  thene  were  more  chief 
men  found  •f  the' sons  of  Eleacurthanof  thesonsof  Ithamar  ; 
and  [thus]  were  they  divided.  Among  the  sons  of  Eleaaar 
[there  werel  sixteen  chief  men  of  the  house  of  ftliair] 
Others,   and  oght  among  the  sons  of  Ithamar    according 

jf  to  the  hous«  of  tiieir  finhers.    Thua  were  they  divided  bjr 
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loty  one  sort  with  another  ;  for  the  governors  of  the  sancfQ- 
ary,  and  governors  [of  the  house]  of  God,  were  of  the  sons 
€  of  Eleazar,  and  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar.    And  Shemaiah  the 
son  of  Nethaneel  the  scrihe,  [one]  of  the  Levites,  wrote  them 
before  the  king,  and  the  princes,  and  Zadok  the  priest>  «ik§ 
Ahimc^lech  the  son  of  Abiathar,  and  [before]  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  th^  priests  and  Levites  :  one  principal  household 
'being   taken   for  Bleazar,   and   [one]    taken    for    ItbanMu*. 
7  Now  the  first  lot  came  forth  to  Jehoiarib,  the  second  to  Jeda* 
«  9  iah.  The  third  to  Harim,  the  fourth  to  Seorim,  The  fifth  to 
)0  Malchijah,  the  sixth  to  Mijamin,  The  seventh  to  Hakkoz,  the 
)  1  eighth  to  Abijah,  Th^  ninth  to  Jeshuah,  the  unth  to  Shecaniah, 
12   13  The  eleventh  to  Eliashib,  the  twelfth  to  Jakim,  The  thir- 
14  teenth  to  Huppah,  the  fourteenth  to  Jeshebeab,  The  fifteenth  to 
"iiS  Bilgah,  the  sixteenth  to  Immer,  The  seventeenth  to  Hear,  th^ 
36  eighteenth  to  Aphses,  The  nineteenth  to  Pethahiah,  the  twcn- 
*1 7  tieth  to  J^hezekel,  The  one  and  twentieth  to  Jachhi,  the  two  and 
IQ  twentieth  to  Gamul,  The  three  and  twentieth  to  Delalah,  the 
;I9  foi^r  and  twentieth  to  Maaxiah.     These  [were]  the  ordcrings  rf 
them  in  their  service  to  come  into  the  house  of  the  Loan,  ac« 
cording  to  their  manner,  under  Aaron  their  ^thefi  Hs  the  Lord 
Goo  of  Israel  had  commanded  hinv. 
!20      And  the  rest  of  the  soiis  of  Levi  [were  these :]  of  the  sixiis 
of.Aniram  ;    Shubael  :    of  the  sons  of  Shubael ;  Jehdeiah  r 
21,  Cohcertiing  Rehabiah  t  of'the.sons  of  Rehabiah,  the  first  [was3 
S2  Isshiah.     Of  th^  Uharites  ;  ^h'elomoth'?  of  the  sons  of  She- 
23  lomoth  ;  Jahath.  And  the^  sons' [of  Hebron ;]  Jeriah  [the  firtt,] 
.  Amariah  the  second,  ^fabkziel  the  thirds  Jekameam  the  fourth. 
5!4  [Of]' the  sonsof  UzzlelV.Micbah  :  of  the  sonsof  Michah  ;  Sha- 

25  tnir.  Thcb¥other*ofMfi^Ah*t<vas]  IssWah:  of  the  sons  of  Is- 

26  shiah^  ^echariah.  Tfi^ son^bf  Mei'arf  [trere,TMahli  andMushi: 

27  thesoh^of'Jaaziah;  Beho.  'The  ^ns  of  Merari  by  Jaaziah; 
2S  Beno»  and.  ^hoham,..ap4-Zaccur»  and  Jbri^ .  Of  Mabli  CcameJ 
29  Eleazar,  who  had  no  sons.  Concerning  Kish  :  the  son  of  Kish 
SO  [was]  Jerahmeel,  ,  ^^>on^41^ofMushi  ;  Mahli,  and  Eder, 

and  Jerimoth.  These  [were]  the  sons  of  the  Levitea  after  the 
.31  house  of  iheir  fathers.    Il^ese  Tikewise  cast  lots  over  against 

their  brethren  the  sons  of  Aarbb  in  thepreseilice  of  Dafkithe 
>  >  kfaig,  and  Zadok,  and.  AhiAidech,»atMi' the  cMtf  of  the  iktberr  of 
:  the  priests  tod  Levites^.  <eveh  the  prindpaHathers  over  against 
.  theih  younger  brethi!eir;)  :     •  .    .'.  j^:. 


CHAP.    XXV.  » 

The  number  qnd  offices  of  the  singers  ;  and  their  division  by  lot  oiTo 

four  and  twenty  [orders.        '    r 

I  TtyrOREOVER  David  and  the  captains  of  the  host 
XvX  separated  to  the  service  of  thesons  of  .Asaph,  and  of 
Uemani  and  of  Joduthun,  irha  should  prophesy  with  haips^ 
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with  pftalteriest  and  vnih  cymbals :  and  the  number  of  the  woik- 

3  men  according  to  their  service  was  :  Of  the  sons  of  Asaph  ; 

ZaccuF»  and  Joaephy  and  Nethaniah,  and  Asarelah^  the  sons  of 

Asaph  under  the  hands  of  Asaph)  which  prophesied  according 

3  to  the  order  of  the  king.  Of  Jeduthun  :  the  sons  of  Jeduthun  ; 
Gedaliah,  and  Zeri»  a»d  Jeabaiah»  Hashabiah)  and  Mattithiah, 
■siXf  anderthe  batids  of  their  father  Jeduthun^  who  prc^hesied 

4  with  a  harp,  to  give  thanks  and  to  praise  the  Loan.  Of  Heman  : 
the  sons  of  H«nuai ;  Bukkiah»  Mattaniah,  Uz4el»  Shebuel,  and 

:    JeriiBOth,  Hanaiiiahy  Hanaoit  Eliathohi  Giddalti}  and  Romamti- 

5  enr,  Joahhekashahi  Mallotbi,  Hothir,  [and]  Mahazioth :  All 
tiiese  [were]  the  sons  of  Hetnan  the  king's  seer  in  the  words  of 
God,  to  lift  up  the  horn.    And  God  gave  to  Heman  fourteen 

6  sons  and  ^rte  daughters.  All  these  [were]  under  the  hands  of 
theit*  fieither  ibr  song  [in]  the  house  of  the  Lor j>»  with  cymbals^" 
psalteries  and  harps,  for  the  service  of  the  hoMse  of  God,  ac- 
cording ta  the  king's  order  to  Assph,  Jeduthun)  and  Heman. 

'^  7  So  the  rakmber  of  them,    with  their  brethren  that  were  in* 
.  stroeted  in  the  songs  of  the  X4>aD,  [even]  all  ,that  were  cun- 

ntng)  was  two  hundred  fourscore  and  eight. 

S      And  they  cast  lotsy  Ward  against  [ward,]  as  well  the  small  as 

9  the  great,  the  teacher  as  the  scholar.    Now  the  first  lot  came 

ibrth  for  Asaph  to  Joseph  :  the  second  to  GedaUah^  who  with 

10  his  brethren  and  sons  [were]  twelve :    The  third  to  Zaccur» 

11' '[he,]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve  :  The  fourth  to 

13  ItrL,  [he,]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve :  The  fifth 

to  Nethaaiadi,  [he,]  his  sons,  a^d  his  brethren*  [were]  twelve  t 

.13  The  sijcth  to  Bukkiah,  [he,]  his  sens^  and  his  brethren,  [were] 

^4  twelve.:  The  seventh  to  Jesharelah,  [he,]  his  sons,  and  Ua 

15  bcethreo^[were]  tweiire  :  The  eighth  to  Jeshaiah,  [he,]  his  sonSf 

1 5f  and  his  btethreti,  [^ere]  twelve  : .  The  ninth  to  IVIaUaniah,  [hCfjl 

.ir  his  sonsy  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve :  The  tenth  to  Shimei, 

4j8  [he,]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve  2  The  eleventh 

49;  to  Anreel,  [hey]  his  sonst^aiid  hi$  brelbren,  [were}.twelve :  The 

,  ../  twelfth><o  Hashabiah,  [he,]  his  sods,  and  bis  brethren,  [were] 

j20  twelve  ;  The  thirteenth  to  Shubael,  [he,]  his  sons,  and  hisbre- 

Sli  tfan^,  [were]  twelve:  The  Spurteenth  to  Mattithiah,. [he,]  his 

Qfh  spns*  and  his  brethren^  Lwere]  twelve :  The  fifteenth  to  Jere- 

^)jnDth,  [hc^]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve :  The  six- 

teasth  to  Hananiah,  [he*]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were] 

M  twelve  :  The  seventecihth  to  J9shbekashah,  [he,]  his  sons,  and 

S5  his  brethitny  [were}  twelve  :  The  eighteenth  to  Hanatii,  [he,] 

>26  his  sohs,  and  his  bretbi^n,  [were]  twelve  :  The  nineteenth  to 

27  .Mallothi,  [he,]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve  :  The 
twentieth  to  Eliathah,  [he,]  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  [were] 

28  twelve  :  The  one  and  twentieth  to  Hothir,  [he,]  his  sons,  and 
%  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve :  The  two  and  twentieth  to  Gid- 
30  dal6,  [he,]  his  soos>  and  his  brethren,  [were]  twelve :  The 

three  and  twentieth  to  Mahazioth^  [he,]  his  sons,  and  his  bre- 
91  thseni  [wer9]  twelve  ;  The  four  apd  twentieth  to  Romantiezer^ 
[he  J  his  SODS)  aad  his  brethren^  [were]  twelve. 
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CHAP.    XXVL 

The  tSvision  tftheftortet^  /  the  gatet  uidgned  By  iot:  mnd  Uke  Lt* 
xdtet  that  had  the  charge  qfthe  treamree. 

I  /^ONC£RNINGthed|viiioiitofthe porters:  cftheKor- 
VJ  bites  [wss]  Meshciemiah  the  son  of  Kore»  of  the  soos  of 
3  Asaph.    AikI  the  sons  of  Meshdemiah  [were]  Zecbanaii  tbe 
firstborn,  Jediael  the  secood^  2«ebadiah  the  third)  Jathuel  the 
3  fourth,  Elam  the  fifth,  JehohanaD  die  sixth,  EKoenaa  the  sercnCh. 
*  4  Moreover  the  sons  of  Obededom  [wove,]  Shenudah  the  first- 
born, Jehosabad  the  seoond,  Joab  the  third,  and  Sacar  the  inirtht 
'  5  atid  Nethaneel  the  fifth,  Ammiel  thesixth,  fasachar  the  aeventhy 
6  Pealthai  the  eighth  i  for  God  blessed  him.    Also  unio  Shcma* 
tab  his  son  were  sons  bom,  that  ruled  throughout  the  house  of 
f  their  father :  for  they  [Were]  mighty  men  of  vakmr.    The  sons 
of  Sheiuaiah  ;  Othni,  and  Rephael,  anid  Obed,  Elsabad,  wboae 
'  8  brethren  [vere]  strong  men,  Etihu  and  SenachialL  Ail  theae  of 

•  the  sons  of  Obededom :  they  and  their  aons  and  tbeir  fatethrcn^ 
able  men  for  strength  for  tb«  servioe,  [were]  three  some  and 

%  two  of  Obededom.    And  Meshelemiah  bad  sons  andbrethreiH 
to  strong  men,  eighteen.    Also  Hosah,  of  the  cluldren  of  Meran» 
had  aons  ^  htmih  the  icbief,  (for  [though]  he  was  not  the  first* 
1 1  bom,  yet  his  Ihther  mode  liim  the  chief;)  Hilkiah  the  seoondy 
Tebaliah  the  third,  Zechariah  tiie  fourth :  all  the  scms  and  bre- 
IS  thren  of  Hosah  [were]  tbirtecKi.    Among  these  ^were]  the  di- 
visions of  the  x»orters,  [even]  among  the  chief  own,  [having] 
lizards  one  ajg^nst  anothesi  to  minister  in  the  lK»ae  ^  the  I^ 
fS  Atid  they  cast  lots,  as  wett  the  small  as^  the  greatv  aocmtip 
14  ing  to  the  house  of  their  lathers,  for  frtetj  gate.     And  tlife 
1      lot  eastward  fell  to  Shelemiah.    Then  for  Zechadah  his  son,  n 

*  wise  counsellor,  they  cast  lots ;  snd  his  lot  came  out  nocthward. 
1!)  To  Obededom  southward  ;  and  to  his  sons  tbe  house  of  Asup« 
1<1  pim.  To  Shtlppim  dnd  Hosah  [the  lot  came  forth]  westwards 
<      with  the  gate  Shallecheth,  by  the  causeway  of  thegoin^  up» 

17  ward  against  ward.    Eastward  [were]-  six  Levitesi  WMtliwaai 
•-  tour  a  day,  southward  four  n  day,  and  tov^ard  A^uppim  two 

18  [and]  two.  •  At  Parbar  westward,  foinr  at  the  causeway,  [and] 
r9  «#<)  at  Parbar.    These  [are]  thedivi«ons  of  the  porlers  among 

the  sons  of  Kore,  and  among  the  son^  of  Merari. 
90      Aiid  of  the  Levites,  Ahijah  [was]  over  the  treasures  of  te 

house  of  God,  uid  over  the  treasures  of  the  dedicated  thh)g«. 
2 1  [  As^conceming]  the  sons  of  Laadan  $  the  sons  of  the  Gershomte 

Laadcm,  chief  fidhers,  [even]  of  Laadan  the  Gendionite,  [were] 
32  Jehieli.    The  sons  of  Jehieli ;  ZeUiam,  and  Joel  his  brather, 

23  [wtttch  were]  over  the  treasures  of  tfie  house  of  the  Loan.    Of 
the  Amramitcs,  [and]  the  Izharites,  the  Hebronites,  [and]  fbm 

24  Uzzielites :  And  %ebuel  Uie  son  of  Gershora,  the  soo  of  Mo8e% 

25  [was]  nder  of  the  treasures.    And  his  brethren  by  ElieEer  s 
Rehid»ah  his  son,  and  Jesbaiah  hb  son,  an^  J<Hnsm  his  aoui  and 
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96  SSchrf  hift  Mm,  And  Shetomith  his  iOD.  Which  Shelobith 
and  his  brethren  [weve]  over  tXt  the  treasmvs  of  the  dedica- 
ted things,  whkh  David  the  khigt'  and  the  chief  fathers^  the 
captains  over  thousands  and  htindreds»  and  the  captains  of  the 

97  host,  bad  dedicated.    Out  of  the  spoils  won  in  battles  did  thej 
S0  dedicate  to  maintain  the  boose  of  the  Lomn.   And  all  that  Samuel 

the  seer,  and  Smxd  the  son  rf  Kish,  and  Abner  the  son  of  Ner, 
and!  Joab  the  son  of  Zensiah^  had  dedicated  :  [and]  whosoever 
had  dedicated  [any  thmg,  il  was]  ander  the  hiAd  of  Shdomidi, 
and  of  his  brethren.  • 

99      Of  the  I|Ki»rites,  Chenanidk  and  hb  sons  [were]  for  the  out* 

JO  irard  taaness  over  Israel,  for  officers  and  judges.  [And]  of 
the  Hebioflstes,  Hashabiah  and  hi»  brethren,  men  of  valour,  a 
thousand  md  aeven  hundred,  [were]  officers  among  ^em  of  Is- 
rael on  this  side  Joidan  vrestirard  in  idl  the  business  of  the  Loan, 

31  and  in  the  service  of  the  king*  Among  the  He^ronites  [was] 
Jerijah  the  claef^  [even]  among  the  Hebronites,  according  to 
the  generations  of  Us  &thers.  In  the  fortieth  year  of  the  reign 
of  David  they  were  sought  fer,  and  there  were  fimnd  among^ 

99  them  mighty  men  of  valour  at  Jaxer  of  Gilead.  And  his  breth* 
Ten,  men  of  valour,  [were]  two  thousand  waad  seven  hundred 
chief  Others,  whom  king  David  made  rulers  over  the  Reuben* 
ites,  theGadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,for  every  mat* 
ter  pertaining  to  God,  and  affidrs  of  the  king. 


CHAP.  xxvn. 

^ne  imehe ttfikdn fir evtfy  tevermfmmMj^  andtftefirinceto/ike 

1  ""^T  O  W  the  children  fd  Israel  after  their  number,  [to  wit,] 
JJNr  the  chief  &thera  and  captains  of  thousands  and  hundreds^ 
and  their  officers  that  served!  the  king  in  any  matter  of  the 
courses,  which  came  in  and  went  oat  month  by  month  through^ 
out  ail  the  months  of  the  year,  of  every  course  [were]  twenty 

9  and  foar  thousand.  Over  the  first  course  for  the  first  month 
[was]  Jiftshobeam  the  son  of  Zabdiel :  and  in  his  course  [were] 

9  twenty  and  four  thousands    Of  ^e  children  of  Peres  [was]  the 

4  chief  of  all  the  captains  of  the  host  for  the  fipst  month.  AnA 
over  tiie  course  of  the  second  month  [was]  Dodas  an  Ahobite, 
and  of  his  course  [was]  Miklodi  also  the  ruler  ;  im  his  course 

$  likewise  [were]  twenty  and  four  thousand.  The  third  captain 
of  tlie  host  fmf  the  third  month  [vras]  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jsho- 
iada,  a  chief  priest :  and  in  his  course  [were]  twenty  and  four 

9  thousand.  Tins  [is  that]  Benaiah,  [who  was]  mighty  [among] 
the  thirty,  and  above  the  thirty  :  and  i»  his  course  [was]  Am* 

7  miaabad  Us  son.  The  fourth  [captain]  for  the  fourth  month 
[was]  Asahel  the  brother  of  Joab,  and  Zebadiah  his  son  after 

9  Urns  .and  in  hia  course  [were]  twenty  and  four  thousands    The 
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fifth  captain  for  the  fifth  month  [wasl  Shamhuth  tjjtc  lajrafcitei 
f  and  in  his  course  [were]  twenty  and  four  thousand.    The  &ixtJb 
[captaio]  for  the  sixth  month  [was]  Ira  the  son  of  Ikkesh  the 
Tekoite :  and  in  his  course  [were]  twenty  and  four  thousaind, 

10  The  seventh  [captain]  for  the  seventh  month  [was]  Helez. 
Pelonite,  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  :  and  in  his  course  £i 

1 1  twenty  and  four  thousand.  The  eighth  [captain]  for  the  eig^btlk 
month  [was]  Sibbecai  the  Hushatbite^  of  the  Zarhites  :  and  ia 

12  his  course  [were]  twenty^  and  four  thousand.  The  ninth  fcap* 
tain]  for  the  ninth  month  [was]  Abiezer  the  Anetothite,  dt  tiae 

•  Benjamites  :  and  in  his  course  [were]  twenty  and  foiur  thou* 

13  sand.  The  tenth  [captain]  for  the  tenth  month  [was]  Maharai 
the  Netophathitei  of  the  Zarhites  :  and  in  his  course  [werej 

14  twenty  anid  four  thousand.  The  eleventh  [captain]  for  the  eIcT>- 
enth  month  [was]  Benaiah  the  PirathonitCy  of  the  children  of 
Ephraim :  and  in  his  course  [were]  twenty  and  four  thousaud. 

15  The  twelfth  [captain]  for  the  twelfth  month  [was]  Heldaithe 
Netophathite^  of  Ot||iniel :  and  in  his  course  £were]  twenty  ancl 
four  thousand. 

■  16      Furthermore  over  the  tribes  of  Israd  :  the  mkr  of  the  Re«- 

benites  Qwas]  EUezer  the  son  of  Zichri :  of  the  Simeoiiitesy 
17  Shephatiah  the  son  of  Maachah :  Of  the  Levites,  Hashnbiah  tlie 

■  18  son  of  Kemuel  i  of  the  Aaronites*  Zadok :  Of  Judab,  EUha, 

[one]  of  the  brethren  of  David  :  Of  Issachar^  Omri  the  son  of 
19  Michael :  Of  Zebulun,  Ishmaiah  the  son  of  Obadiah :  of  Naph* 
*30  tali,  Jerimoth  the  son  of  Azriel :  Of  the  children  of  Ephn&mt 

Hoshea  the  son  of  Azaziah  :  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  Joel 
31  the  son  of  Pedaiah  :  Of  the  half  [tribe]  of  Manasaeh  m  Gilead, 

Iddo  the  son  of  Zechariah  :  of  Beniamint  Jaauel  the  son  of 
S2  Abner  :  CM'Dan,  Aaareel  the  son  of  Jeroham«    These  [were] 

the  princes  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

33  But  David  took  not  the  number  of  them  from  twenty  3reara  old 
and  under :  because  the  Lord  had  said  he  would  increase  Ismel 

34  like  to  the  stars  of  the  heavens.  Joab  the  son  of  Zeniiah  began 
to  number^  but  he  finished  not,  because  there  fell  wiath  for  it 
against  Israel ;  neither  was  the  number  put  in  the  account  of 
the  chronicles  of  king  David. 

35  And  over  the  king's  treasures  [was]  Azmaveth  the  son*  of 
Adiel :  and  over  the  storehouses  in  the  fields,  in  the  cities»  and 
in  the  villages,  and  in  the  castles,  [was]  Jehonathan  the  son  of 

36  Uzziah  :  And  over  them  that  did  the  work  of  the  Beld  for  tillage 

37  of  the  ground  [was]  Ezri  the  son  of  Chehib :  And  over  the 
vineyards  [was]  Shimei  the  Ramathite  :  over  the  increase  of 
the  vineyards  for  the  wine  cellars  [was]  Zabdi  the  Shiphmite : 

38  And  over  the  olive  trees  and  the  sycamore  trees  that  [were]  ia 
the  low  plains  [was]  Baalhanan  the  Gederite  :  and  over  the 

39  cellars  of  oil  [was]  Joash  :  And  over  the  herds  that  fed*  in 
Sharon  [was]  Shitrai  the  Sharonite  :  and  over  the  herds  [that 

30  were]  in  the  vallies  [was]  Shaphat  the  son  of  Adlai  x  Over  the 
camels  also  [was]  Obil  the  Ishmaelite :  and  over  the  asses  Imsl 
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9 1  Jehdeiah  the  Meronothite  :  And  over  the  flocks  [was]  Jahziz 
the  Hagentc :  all  these  [wete]  the  rulers  of  the  substance  which 

52  [was]  king  David's.  Also  Jonathan  David's  uncle  was  a  coun- 
sellor, a  wise  man,  and  a  scribe  :  and  Jehiel  the  son  of  Hach* 

53  moni  [was]  with  the  king's  sions  :  And  Ahithophel  [was]  the 
king's  counsellor  :  and  nushai  the  Archite  [was]    the  king's 

84  companion  :  And  after  Ahithophel  [was]  Jehoiada  the  son  of 
Benaiah,  and  Abiathar  f  and  the  general  of  the '  king's  army 
[was]  Joab. 


CHAP.    XXVIII. 

Mfaviij  in  agrand^99embly^  decUnrt  GocTs  choice  of  Solomon  io  btdid 
Atm  unkoute  ;  David*B  exhortation  to  the  fieoftle  and  Solomon  to  be 
religious  ;  the  filan  and  materiala  qfthe  temple  delivered  to  Solomon^ 
vfho  U  encouraged  to  set  about  it, 

1  AND  David  assembled  all  the  princes  of  Israel,  the  princes 
JLJl  of  the  tnbes,  and  the  captains  of  the  companies  that  min- 
istered to  the  king  by  course,  and  the  captains  over  the  thou- 
aandsy  and  ci^iUins  over  the  hundreds,  and  the  stewards  over  all 
the  substance  and  possession  of  the  king,  and  of  his  scms,  with 
the  officers,  and  with  the  mighty  men,  and  with  all  the  valiant 

2  men,  unto  Jerusalem.*  Then  David  the  king,  who  was  sitting 
on  the  tkroncj  and  Ms  son  by  him^  stood  up  upon  his  feet,  out  of 
respect  to  this  great  end  honourable  assembly ^  and  said,  Hear  me» 
my  brethren,  and  my  people  :  [as  for  me,]  I  [had]  in  mine 
heart  to  build  an  house  of  rest  for  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  the  Lord,  thtU  it  might  not  be  carried  about  as  before^  and  for 

•  the  footstool  of  our  God,  or^  even  the  footstool  of  our  God  $ 
the  divine  glory  resting  between  the  cherubims  over  the  ark^  was 
called  the  mercy  seat^  so  that  the  ark  was  his  footstool ;  and  /  had 

3  made  ready  for  the  building :  But  Gdd  said  unto  me,  Thou 
shak  not  build  an  house  for  my  name,  because  thou  [hast  been] 

4  a  man  of  war,  and  hast  shed  blood.    Howbeit  the  Lord  Goo  o^ 
Israel  chose  me  before  all  the  house  of  my  father  to  be  king 
over  Israel  for  ever :  for  he  hath  chosen  Judah  [to  be]  the  ruler  ; 
and  of  the  house  of  Judah  the  house  of  my  father  ;  and  among^ 
the  sons  of  my  father  he  liked  me  to  make  [me]  king  over  ail 

5  Israel  :t  And  of  all  my  sons,  (for  the  Lord  hath  given  me 
many  sons,}  he  hath  chosen  Solomon  my  son  to  sit  upon  the 
throne  uf  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  over  Israel ;  this  was  God's 
design^  not  a  partial  fondness  qf  my  own  /  therefore  you  should 

*  In  I  Kingi  chap,  L  we  find  David  was  ill ;  bat  whether  the  sicknen  then  went  oiT,  or 
Adoiijah't  conspiracy  nmKd  hii  tpiriti.  or  his  joy  at  Solomon's  ek:vatioa  gavr  him  fi-e«h 
vigour*  we  find  by  the  course  of  the  story  that  he  was  willing  to  have  Solomon's  advancemenc 
recogniasd  and  ovvle  public.  He  therefore  called  together  the  chief  man  of  the'  fciogdom«  fk>oas 
the  coQrt«  the  camp,  and  every  other  department. 

>4>  It  wa«  proper  to  specify  tbis«  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  of  hereditary  risht  in  thia 
case.  Judali  v/as  not  the  eldest  son ;  Jesse  was  not  the  most  consiorrable  tiuaUjr  in  it ;  DarJd 
wa»  the  youufestaoB  of  thia  (kmily  $  and  Solomon  one  of  his  yoongest. 

Vol.  hi.  Cg& 
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6  tuBmif  to  him.  And  he  said  unto  mcy  Solomon  thy  tim^he  9hd| 
buijd  my  house  and  my  courts  :  fi>r  I  have  chosen  him  [to  be] 

7  my  son,  and  I  will  be  his  &ther.  Moreover  I  will  establish  his 
kingdom  for  even  if  he.be  constant  to  do. my  commandments  and 
my  judginents,  as  at  this  day  ;  hitherto  he  had  done  welij  and  he^ 
hofiei  he  v)ould  fiereevere^  and  anewer  the  exfiectatione  jMch  ht 

%  und  the  peofde  had  entertained  of  him.  Now  therefore,  in  the 
sight  of  all  Israel}  the  congregation  of  the  Lord,  (addreemg 
them  as  the  refire^entativee  oj  all  lerael)  and  in  the  andience 
of  our  God)  v)ho  ia  vntneee  to  tfne  eolemn  reTuonetrancej  and  off 
their  engagemente^  I  exhort  and.  charge  you  to  keep  and  seek  for 
all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  your  God}  otudy  them^  ami 
endeavour  to  underatand  thern,  that  ye  may  possess  this  good 
land,  and  leave  [it]  for  an  inheritance  for  your  children  after  yoa 
for  ever  ;  thia  ia  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  expect  God*a 
favour.  Tkenj  with  a  nMe  and  qffecting  afioatrophe^  he  addreaeea 
Solomon* 

^  And  thouy  Solomon  my  8on,.know  thott  the  God  of  thy  fidiiery 
inquire  after  him^  endeavour  to  know  more  qfhintj  aoaa  to  love  and 
trust  him  ;  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  with  a  unll- 
ing  mind  ;  let  your  obedience  Jbe  cheerful  and  urdveraal ;  •  for  the 
Lord  searcheth  all  hearts,  and  understandeth  all  the  imagina- 
tions  of  the  thoughts  ;  one  argument  w,  the  divine  ommacience^ 
which  extenda  to  the  hearta  of  the  great  eat  men  :  if  tboa  seek 
him,  he  will  be  found  of  thee  ;  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will 
tiast  thee  off  for  ever  ;  another  argument  ia^  that  the  ftronuH  w 
conditional ;  aa  thou  behaveat  to  God^  ao  God  will  do  to  thee,  Ae 
great  aa  David  waa^  he  minded  the  dSvvnefccvour  ;  and  how  flow*' 
erfid  aoever  Solomon  might  be^  ifheforaook  Gody  he  wotdd  be  coat 

10  off  and  abhorred.  Take  heed  now  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  chosen 
thee  to  build  an  house  for  the  sanctuary  :  be  strong  and  do  [it :] 
though  thou  art  ao  young,  be^  not  discouraged  at  the  greatneaa  qJT 
the  work, 

1 1  Then  David  gave  to  Solomon  his  son  the  filan  of  the  temple^ 
containing  the  pattern  of  the  porch,  and  of  the  houses  thereof^ 
and  of  the  treasuries  thereof,  and  of  the  upper  chambers  thereof^ 
and  of  the  inner  parlours  thereof,  and  of  the  place  of  the  mercy 
seat,  of  the  holy  and  moat  holy  place j  and  the  aeveral  apartmentay 

12  And  the  pattern  of  all  that  he  had  by  the  Spirit,  of  the  courts  of 
the  hoijse  of  the  Lord,  and  of  alt  the  chambers  romid  about* 
of  the  treasuries  of  the  house  of  God,  and  of  the  treasuries  of  the 
dedicated  things  ;  not  only  thoae  which  David  had  dedicated^  or 
added, abox'e  what  waa  aufficient  tofniah  the  temple,  but  the  tab-- 
ernacle  of  Moaes  and ita  utensHa,  which,  having  beenao  long aacredj 

IS  were  carefully  laid  up  :  Also  for  the  courses  of  the  priests  and 
the  Invites,  and  for  all  the  work  of  the  service  of  the  boose  of 
the  Lord,  and  for  all  the  vessels  of  service  in  the  hoose  of 

14  the  Lord.  [He  gave]  of  gold  by  weight  for  [things]  of  goM, 
for  all  instruments  of  all  manner  of  service  ;  [silver  abo]  for  all 
instruments  of  silver  by^  weight,  for  all  instrmnents  of  every 
kind  of  service  s  he  gave  mateiialn  in  ducfirf^iortien  to  $hctbkig9 
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I"5  that  were  to  be  made  of  them  :  Even  the  weight  for  the  caiMBe<* 
sticks  of  gold,  and  for  their  lamps  of  gold,  by  weight  for  eveiy 
candlestick,  and  for  the  lamps  thereof :  and  for  the  candlesticks 
of  silver  by  weight,  [both]  for  the  candlestick,  and  [also]  for  the 
lamps  thereof,  according  to  the  use  of  every  candlestick  ;  there 
.    were  ten  targe  ones  ofgtdd  to  beJLxed^  and  titver  ones  to  be  carried 

16  about.  And  by  weight  [he  gave]  gold  for  the  tables  of  shew  bread, 
for  every  table  ;  and  [likewise]  silver  for  the  tables  of  silver  t 

17  Also  pure  gokl  for  the  fieshhooks,  and  the  bowls,  and  the  cups  : 
and  for  the  golden  basons  [he  gave  gold]  by  weight  for  e^  ery 
bason  ;  and  [likewise  silver]  by  weight  for  every  bason  of  silver  ; 
such  afirofiortion  of  gold  and  ntver^  aa  vfouid  make  the  tables  and 

18  basons  as  large  aa  he /trofioaed:  And  for  the  altar  of  incense  re- 
fined gold  by  weight ;  and  gold  for  the  pattern  of  the  chariot  of 
the  cherubims,  that  spread  out  [their  wings,]  and  covered  the 

19  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord.*  All  [this,  said  David,]  the 
Lord  made  me  understand  in  writing  by  [his]  hand  upon  me, 
[even]  all  the  works  of  this  patterti ;  he  had  it  by  fiarticutar  and 
divine  direction^  as  filainly  as  if  God  had  written  every  idea  on  his 
mind,  or  had  delivered  it  to  a  prophet j  and  he  had  given  it  in 
writing  to  David.\ 

SfO  And  David  said  to  Solomon  his  son.  Be  strong  and  of  good 
courage,  and  do  [it :]  fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed  :  for  the  Lord 
God,  [even]  my  God,  [will  be]  with  thee  ;  he  will  not  fait 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee,  until  thou  hast  finished  all  the  work  for 
the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Loan.  David  urges  his  own  ex» 
fierience  (^  GocPs  goodness^  and  his  a/^ointment  qf  Solomon  to  tht 
work  :  that  God  would  both  help  himj  and  restrain  his  enemies  ^ 
and  make  all  qtdet  and  prosperous  till  the  work  was  Jimshed. 

21  And,  behold)  the  courses  of  the  priests  and  the  LeviteS)  [even 
they  shall  be  with  thee]  for  all  the  service  of  the  house  of  God: 
and  [there  shall  be]  with  thee  for  all  manner  of  workmanship 
every  willing  skilful  man  for  any  manner  of  service  ;  also  the 
princes  and  all  the  people  [will  be]  wholly  at  thy  cominand* 
ment ;  numy  were  reafiy  to  help  him^  some  to  advise  him,  and 
some  to  labour  /  all  would  lend  an  helping  hand  tojinish  tkisgreaM 
and  pious  design. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  T  T  is  the  duty  of  every  one^  even  the  greatest  of  men,  to 
X  seek  and  keep  God's  commandments.  They  are  our  rule. 
We  should  inquire  after  t)iem,  study  them  carefolly,  and  pray  for 
understanding  hearts.  We  should  be  excited  hereto,  by  consider- 
ing that  Ood  and  man  are  witnesses  to  the  engagements  we  are 

*  God  it  deicribed  as  riding  on  the  winet  of  angels,  because  the  glory  rested  Ufoa  itSt 
c&ffid>iai ;  tl^trefbre  it  is  called  his  chariot,  Putm  attliL  la, 

t  it  is  probable  that  the  Rooiao  and  Greek  orddtectnriQwaederWed  fromtfili.  It  is 
certain  that  the  earliest  roodch  of  the  Grecian  bDUdiiuni  are  movt  perfect.  Haman  wi«dom# 
Indascrr*  and  study,  never  made  any  xiupr«vcoieQt  ia  tfit  srtj  tbroogh  to  miaf  9^,  thdngb 
tiiaU«tberaniilM7h«ff' " 
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under^  and  Uie  instmctioQs  wq  receive  }  and  tbajL  botb  will  be  tnw 

nesses  against  us>  if  we  are  ignorant  and  disobedijcnt. 

2.  We  learn  that  perseverance  is  necessaiy  to  obtain  divine  9c^ 
ceptance  and  approlxitioD.  It  19  not  sufficient  son)et}Qiea  to  dp 
God's  cominandments.  and  keep  his  judgments,  but  we  niust  be- 
constant  in  it^  Many  b^gin  welJ,  but  grow  badj  and  /ail  of  iht 
grace  qf  God  :  it  is  our  duty  to  be  patient  in  well  doings  yidfaitAfUl 
to  the  endi  that  we  may  receive  a  crown  qfUfe  and  glory^ 

3«  Pavid's  advice  to  Solomon  13  worthy  U^e  aUenUon  of  zJl^ 
young  people  s  to  know  Gody  inquire  after  him^  his  nature^  works, 
and  word  ;  to  serve  him^  that  is,  to  worship  and  obey  him  with 
upright  aimsv  and  observe  all  he  commands  with  cheerfuh^ess  and 
gladness  of  heart..   Religion  is  our  business  and  our  pleasure^ 
What  an  awful  motive  is  the  omniscience  o.f  God  I.  He  knows  what 
we  have  been  taught. ;  the  warnings  and  admonitions  we  have  re«. 
ceiyed  ;  what  professions^  and  promises  v^e  have  made  ;  and  wha^^ 
vows  and.  engagements  ¥re  are  uijder.    What  an.  encouragement 
is  it,  that  if  we  se§k  htnty  he  will  lye  found  oft^^  will  furnish  us  with 
assistanpe,  and  communicajte  all  necessary  ble^ings  ;  bta  if  we  for  ^^ 
9qke  him^  whatever  ha^  been  done,  whatever  expectations  or  expc-. 
nence  we  may  have  had,  though  we  are  ever  so  wise  or  great, 
though  we  are  the  sons  of  Qod's  servants,  and  of  prayers  and  prom-w 
ises,  yet  he  will  cast  us  off  for  ever  ;  nirill  never  look,  favourably  oq 
\is  any  ninre.    Let  young  persons  hear  and  fear ;  and  ^^^  l^ 
God  of  their  fftthera  witha  fierfect  heart, ^    We  reflect, 

4.  What  an  encouragement  it  is  t^o  all,  especially  to  th^  rising: 
generation,  that  ^  God  of  our  fathers  will  be  with  us,  to  assist 
and  strengthen  us.  He  carried  then^  through  the  services  and  suf-. 
fcrings  of  life.  There  is  the  sa;ne  power,  the  same  love,  and  the 
same  promises  for  our  support.  He  hath  saidy  I  ,wiil  never  leave. ^ 
thee^  nor  forsake  thee.  Young  persons  should  plead  these  pixnnises  j* 
and  exalt,  aijd  serve,  and  trust  in,  their  father's  God ;,  and  let  this  be 
their  prayer.  The  Lord  our  God  be  with.us^as  he  was  with  our  fathers. 


CHAR    XXIX. 

Vavidy  by  his^own  examfiley  urges  the  peofihe  to  contribute  toward 
building  the  temfde  ;  which  they  d^  generously  ;  he  gives  thanks^ 
en  the  occasion^  and  all  the  peofile  do  homage  to  God, 

*T7tJftTHERMORE  David  the  king,  having  finished  what 

'  X      he  had  to  say  to  Solomon^  turned  himelf  to  the  people^  to  stir 

them  up  to  help  Solomony  afid  said  Im^o  all  the  congregation^ 

SolonVon  my  son,  whom  alone  God  hath  chosen,  [is  yet]  young 

-  and  tender,  and  the  work  [is]  prrcat :  for  the  palace' [is}  not  for 

%  man,  but  for  the  Lord  God.     Now  I  have  prepared  with  all  my 

might  for  the  house  of  my  God  the  gold  for  [things  to  be  made} 

of  gold,  and  the  silver  for  [things]  of  silver,  and  the  brass  for 

[things]  of  brass,  the  iron  for  [things]  of  iron,  and  wood  for 

[things]  of  wood  i    onyx  stones,  aiid  (stonerj]  to  be  set,  glister- 

\ 
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k  !ng  stonesy  and  of  diVera  cdours,  and  all  manner  of  predousf 

3  stoneS)  aqd  marble  stones  in  abundance.  Moiceover,  because  I 
hav^  set  my^  affection  to  the  hous^  of  my  God,  I  have^  of  mine 
own  proper  good,  of  gold  and  silver,  [which^l  I  have  given  to 
the  house  of  my  God,  over  and  above  all  thai  I  have  prepared 

4  for  the  holy  house,  [Even]  three  thousand  talents  of  gold,  c/{ 
the  g(^d  of  Ophir,  and  seven  thousand  talents  of  refined  tilver, 

j  to  overlay  the  walls  of  the  houses  [withal ;}  he  tclk  them  vfhac 
large  preparatioM  he  had  made^  and  moreorvery  betide  vfhaS  Vfa» 
necessary  to  btiild  and  furnish  the  houses^  he  bod  given  aJti  this  out 
qf  his  otm  private  proper ti/j  to  beautify  and  adorn  the  apartments^ 
$  the  porch  and  the  chambers  :  The  gold  for  [things],  of  gold,  and 
the  silver  for  [things]  of  silver,  and  for  all  manner  of  work  [ta 
be  made]  by  the  hand^  of  artificers  ;  he  had  l^  enough  to  pro-^ 
vide  materials^  and  pay  the  workmen^  And  who  [then]  is  willing 
to  consecrate  his  service  this  day  upto  the  Loan  ?  to  JiU  hU 
hands  vfith  giftsj  and  offer  them  to  the  service  of  Gody  as  he  had; 
6  done.  Then  the  chief  of  the  fathers  and  princes  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  the  captains  of  thousands  and  of  hundreds,  with  the 
rulers  over  the  lying's  work,  offered  willingly,  ^'en^ot/^/yy^om  m 
f  goq.d  principle^  tnul  a  great  sum  ;  And  gave,  for  the  service  o£ 
the  house  of  God,  of  gold  five  thousand  Ulents  and  ten  thousana 
drams,  and  of  ^Iver  ten  thousand  talents,  and  of  brass  eighteen 
thousand  talents,  and  nne  hundred  thousand  talents  of  iron. 
IS  And  they  with  whom  [precious]  stones  were  found,  vnlUngly 
parted  with  their  jevtels  and  ornaments^  and  gave  [them]  to  the 
treasure  of  the  house  of  the  Lofin,  by  th^  band  of  Jehiel  thc^ 
Qershonite,  Vfho  was  keeper  qf  the  treasures  qf  God's  housed 
9  Then  the  people  rejoiced,  for  that  they  offered  willingly,  be-* 
cause  with  perfect  heart  they  offered  willingly  to  the  Loan  ; 
not  by  any  constraint^  but  wliingly^for  the  honour  qf  God  and  the 
sup/iort  of  his  worship  :  and  David  the  king  also  rejoiced  witfe^ 
great  joy.  It  was  a  sitjtgular  comfort  to  the  good  old  king  to  see 
the  people  so  willing  ^  that  his  example  and  exhortation  had  so 
good  (zn  effect ;  it  gave  him  hopes  that  fhe  workvfou(dgo  on  pros* 
perousfyy  and  be  happily  completed^ 

IP      Wherefore  David  blessed  the  LoRSt  before  all  the  congrega* 
tion  :*  and  David,  expressing  a  deep  sense  qfthe  divine  excelleticy 
qnd perfections  ;  thai  he  has  these  exsellencies  in  himsefff  and  reignm^^ 
supreme  i  having  universal  influence  and  authoritif  over  these* 
lower  worlds f  ani  all  the  circumstances  qfmatnkindy  said,  Blessed 
[be]  thou,  Lord  Gon  of  Israel  our  father,  for  ever  and  ever. 

\l  Thine,  Q  Loap,  [is]  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty  :  for  all  [that  is]  In  the 
heaven  and  in  the  eaKh  [is  thine  ;]  thine  [is}  the  kingdom,  O 

(2  Loan,  and  thou  art  exalted  fis  h^ad  above  all.    Both  riches  and' 
honour  [come]  of  thee,  and  thou  reignest  over  all ;  and  in  thine 
band  [is}  power  and  might ;  and  in  thine  hand  [it  is}  to  make 

*i  Tt  is  no  wonder  that  «och  a  tight  fired  his  mTise.   Indeed  it  it  natural  to  eicpectt  when 
nk^  looked,  to  find  afterward  a  {Matan  at  praise.    Accordinfcly  we  have  here  one  of  hif  ; 
•oUct^  most  devoaty  aiid^plfited  CQpipoiitioii»«  dtoogh  be  waaoow  la  dK  decline  of  lift* 


/ 
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15  grest,  imd  to  gire  stren^  unto  all.    Now  therefore)  our  Co^ 
we  tiiank  thee,  and  praise  thf  glorious  name ;  m  ackwnoUti^ 
Wth  thard{fnhte9t  thy  pravidtnee^  wfdch  hathfUmlMhed  ua  faiiJb 
vhat  hat  been  contributed^  and  tfa^  gri^y  which  hath  inctmedw  la 
it,     T^ienrmngSngvdththenethankfidachumledgmentw  the  dee/i* 

U  C9t  humiUty,  he  sayey  But  who  Camj  I/and  what  {iaj  my  people, 
that  we  ahoidd  be  able  to  offer  so  willingly  after  this  sorty  «» 
fdentifidhf  and  «o  cheetfuliy  f  for  all  things  [come]  of  thee^  and 
of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee^  have  only  returned  what  thau 
ha9t  lent  ua  ;  we  heme  no  reaaon/or  boaatingy  beeauae  aii  the  power 

li  and  ability  came  from  thee.  For  we  [are]  strangers  before  thee, 
and  sojourners)  as  [were]  all  our  Withers  ;  we  are  not  firqftrietora^ 
but  atewardaj  the  land  ia  thine  ;*  our  days  on  the  earth  [are]  as 
a  shadow/ and  [there  is]  none  abiding  ;  we  have  bta  a  little  time 
to  livcj  and  must  leave  all  our  treaaurea  behind  /  how  then  can  we 
better  emfiloy  it  than  in  God*a  aervicej  who  can  give  ua  heavenfy 

1 6  treaaurea  J  ofid  an  eternal  inheritance  ?  O  Lord  our  God>  att 
*  this  store,  that  we  have  prepared  to  build  thee  an  house  for  thine 

holy  name>  [cometh]  of  thine  hand,  and  [is]  all  thine  own  ;  he 
refieata  thia  important  truth^  to  fix  it  deeply  on  hia  own  amdand 

fi  their^a.  I  know  also,  my  God,  that  thou  triest  the  heart,  and 
hast  pleasure  in  uprightness.  As  for  me,  in  the  uprightness  of 
mine  heart  I  have  willingly  offered  all  these  things  :  and  now 
'  have  I  seen  with  joy  thy  people,  which  are  present  here,  to  offer 
willingly  unto  thee  ;  he  had  the  higheat  acuiafaction  in  the  con* 
aciouaneaa  (^  hia  own  integrity  ;  and  it  waa  a  great  additionai 

IS  comfort^  that  there  waa  auth  a  diapoaition  in  the  people.    O  Lord 

God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  our  fathers,  keep  this  for  ^ 
'    ever  irl  the  imagination  of  the  thought  of  the  heart  of  thy  people^ 
and  prepare  their  heart  unto  thee ;  by  thy  grace  keep  them  in  the 
aamapioua  dittftoaifiony  that  they  may  not  be  weary  in  welldomg  t 

19  And  givtf  unto  Solomon  my  son  a  perfect,  or  upright j  heart,  to 
keep  thy  commandments,  thy  testimonies,  and  thy  statutes,  and 
to  do  all  [these  things,]  and  to  build  the  palace,  [for]  the  wKich 
I  have  made  provision  ;  to  finish  the  worky  and  behave  becoimng^ 
one  ao  highly  .firvoured.  Then  David  called  upon  them  to  give 
'  th^  ahent  to  the  pray  era  he  had  preaented  to  Godj  and  join  in  thie 
act  tf  adoration, 

SO  And  David  said  to  all  the  congregation,  Now  bless  the  Lord 
your  God.  And  all  the  congregation  blessed  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers,  gave  a  loud  acclamation^  or  amen^  and  bowed  down 
.  their  heads,  and  worshipped  the  Lord,  and  the  king ;  they  proa* 
tratcd  themadvea  btfore  the  Lordy  and  then  bowed  to  the  Jtingy  to' 
thank  him  for  aH  hfa  kindneaa  and  care  toward  laraely  and  the  Ao^- 

2 1  pineaa  they  had  er^yed  in  his  reign.  And  they  sacrificed  sacrificea 
unto  the  Lord,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord,  en  th« 
morrow  after  that  day,  [even]  a  thousand  bullocks^  a  thousand 
rams,  [and]  a  thousand  lambs,  with  their  drink  o^fmgs,  and 
aacrificea  in  abundance  for  all  Israel ;  theae  were  chiefly  peace 

83  tjfftringa^  m  which  they  /coated  and  rejoiced  tognhcr  :  Aod  did 

•  Tbil  it  wisUBiita  to  Ltv.  »v.  all 
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^a|  voA  4rink  before  the  Lord  ^  that  daf  ivitii  gKal  gkduefiib 
And  tfaey  made  Solomon  the  aon  of  David  king  the  second  ttmor 
juid  anoinited  [him]  unto  the  Lojao  [to  be]  the  chief  governor)* 
and  Zadok  [to  be]  priest ;  he  vfoa  made  high  firint  instead  ^ 
jfUaihar  $  and  that  the  priesthood  tMw  translated  to  the  MetH 
dranch  ^  AarwCsJamty^  in  which  it  Vfoe  befire  Et^e  time^ 

^Z  Then  Solonion  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  Loan  as  king  instead 
of  David  his  father,  and  prospered  ;  and  all  Israel  obeyed  him  ; 
it  is  tailed  the  throne  qf  the  Lord,  bectmee  God  was  Israelis  kh^^ 

M  And  all  the  princes,  and  the  mighty  metti  and  all  the  sons  Hko^ 
wise  of  king  David*  submitted  tiiemselves  unto  Solomon  the 
king  I  swore  allegiance  to  himigvoe  the  haftdtmder  Solomon  ;  eithett 

25  the  ancient  form  or  the  atuient  language  was  stiU'used^  And' the 
LoRn  magnified  Solomon  exceedingly  in  the  sight  of  ail  Isrielf 
and  bestowed  upon  him  [such]  royal  majesty  «rhad  not  been 
on  any  king  before  him  in  Israel.t 

9i^  37  Thus  David  the  son  of  Jesse  reigned  over  all  Israeh  And 
the  time  that  he  reigned  over  Israel  [was]  forty  years ;  sevens 
yean  reigned  he  in  Hebron,  and  thirty  and  three  [years]  reigns 

SS  ed  he  in  Jerusalem.  And  he  died  in  a  good  old  age*  full  of  days* 
riches^  and  honour :  and  Solomon -his  son  reigned  in  his- stead;. 

S9  Now  the  acts  of  David  the  king^  first  and  last^  behold,  they  [are]: 
written  in  the  book  of  Samuel  the  seer,  and  in  the  book  of  Na« 

30  than  the  prophet,  and  in  the  book  of  Gad  the  seer.  With  all  bis^ 
reign  and  his  might,  and  die  times  that  went  over  him^  and  over 
Israeli  and  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1»  nnHE  generosity  of  David  and  the  states  of  IsraeU  andes* 
JL  pecially  their  seal  for  the- house  and  service  of  God,  should- 
excite  our  imitation.  What  a  noble  figure  D»vid  here  mdoes,  ccira* 
pared  with  many  other  princes.  Let  all  give  encouragement  to  the- 
worship  of  God,  according  to  their  ability.  It  is^  a  good  work  ; 
And  wiih>sveh  sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased, 

2«  It  is  oor  duty,  by  our  exhortations  and  example,  to  lead  others- 
to  promote  the  service  and  honour  of  God.  Those  who  at«  most 
able  should  lead  the  way  in  acts  of  generosity  ;  set  good  exam]^esf 
as  David  did,  and  do  nothing  that  is  mean.  Then  they  may  with  a 
good  grace,  and  hope  of  success,  exhort  othens  to  do  the  like.  It 
is  the  duty  of  christians  to  consider  one  another,  ta^  to  provoke  un* 
to  Iffve  and  to  gpod  works, 

3.  It  affords  great  satisfacdon  to  a  good  man,  when  leaving  the* 
world,  to  see  a<spirit  of  piety,  and  generosity  prevailing^  David 
the  king  rejoiced  with  great  joy.  It  revived  his  ^Cfod  old  heart  to  see. 
such  ft  disposition  in  the  people,  and  especially  that  his  own  examine- 
ahould  have  such  a  good  effect.    It  give»  joy  to  aged  and  dying 

*  Selonon  was  anoiatcd  bcfbrt,  oa  occasion  of  Abvalmn's  contpincT*  bjr  a  f«w  of  Darid'9 
tervwu ;  bttt  now  in  si  aior*  solemn  nnmner,  by  the  repmaiUcWet  of  the  whole  kfaigdom. 


t  This  chapter  concludes  with  en  eocoant  of  David'e  death :  Imt  we  ihatt  find  eonc  other 
fttticnlan  of  his  reipi  before  that  event  hai>i>ened«  in  i  KSnn  cJ^.iUwMfthnKd  oxflaMetafe 
anddMccvc  attcQtiooi  Midaay  be  rc«dl  afttrihist 
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faints  to  see^ose  who  are  likely  to  survive  them  zealous  tot  €^o<{ 
and  religion)  and  for  the  support  of  his  house  and  wot^hip.  It 
gives  them  hopes  that  religioa  will  he  supported  and  maintained 
in  the  world  ;  and  that  the  rising  generaticm  will  walk  in  God's 
wajTSf  and  transmit  religion  to  those  who  shall  come  after  them. 

4.  All  good  dispositions  and  good  deeds  are  to  be  ascnbed  tx» 
God.  All  our  good  things  come  from  him  \  he  gives  us  wealth 
and  plenty  ;  dotA  riches  and  honour  come  of  thee  ^  And  if  we  have 
hearts  to  do  good  vnth  it,  that  also  should  be  ascribed  to  him,  vfho 
tvorketh  in  uo  to  vnU  and  to  do*  Good  dteds  and  generous  actions 
ahould  not  lead  us  to  indblge  pride  and  vanity,  but  all  should  be 
ascribed  to  God,  the  fountain  of  good*  Let  us  not  glory  in  riches, 
generosity  and  strength,  but  glory  onfy  in  the  Lord* 

5.  A  serious  consideration  of  the  shortness  and  tincertainty  of 
hmaan  Ike,  should  excite  us  to  every  good  work*    v.  iL  Our  days 
are  aa  a  shadow  ;  we  are  stranger*  /  hiive  but  a  little  time  to  serve 
God  in ;  and  should  therefore  embrace  every  oppoitunity,  and  everj^ 
day  be  kind  and  bountiful  to  others.    If  any  day  hath  passed  with- 
out doing  something  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  others, 
we  should  say  with  an  eastern  monarch,  ^  I  have  lost  a  day  ;*  for  we 
know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.    So  vain  and  transilbnt  is  life  ; 
The  fashion  of  this  world  fiasseth  away  /  therefore  let  us  make  a 
good  use  of  it,  by  being  ready  to  distribute  and  wHUng  to  commumcaie, 
both  in  temporal  and  spiritual  thbigs.    This  will  make  our  lives 
oomfbrtable^  and  death  happy.    We  shall  give  ufi  our  account  with 
Joy^  and  be  rewarded  ttt  the  resurrection  of  the  Just* 

6.  It  is  a  great  satisfection  to  be  able  to  appeal  to  God  for  the 
sincerity  of  what  we  dof  v.  17.  No  other  sacrifices  arc  acceptable. 
Let  us  inquire  into  our  ainis  and  motives  ;  that  it  is  not  to  be  seen  of 
men,  and  to  gain  their  esteem  i  btit  to  glorffy  God,  and  to  approve 
ourselves  in  his  sight.  Others  may  misrepresent  our  motives,  and 
impute  them  to  a  bad  principle  ;  but  if  we  are  conscious  of  our  in- 
tegrity, that  is  enough. 

r.  Whenever  there  is  a  good  disposition  in  the  heart,  it  should 
be  our  desire  and  prayer  that  it  be  kept  there.  When  we  find  this 
in  our  own  hearts,  let  us  pray,  as  r.  18.  Lord^  keefi  it  there^  that  it 
be  not  lost  or  weakened.  Also,  when  in  the  hearts  of  others,  when 
we  see  relations  and  friends  in  a  good  mind,  showing  good  inclina- 
.  tions  and  desires,  let  us  pray  that  God  would  keep  them  there  ;  that 
they  niay  not  be  lost  or  weakened;  that  he  would  establish  every 
good  thought  and  design  :  that  nothing"tnay  remove  or  destroy  it ; 
that  it  be  not  hke  the  morning  cloudy  or  the  early  deWy  that  soonjms' 
eth  away.    We  learn  once  more, 

8.  That  pious  parents  are  greatly  concerned  for  their  children's 
soute.  David,  amidst  all  his  joys,  hopes,  and  expectations,  was 
chiefly  concerned  about  Solomon's  piety,  v.  1 9,  that  he  should  have 
mfierfect  heart.  He  does  not  pray  that  God  wodld  make  him  a  rich, 
great,  and  learned  man  ;  but  an  honest  and  holy  man.  That  is  the 
main  thing  j  without  it,  every  thing  else  is  but  a  snai^e  and  a  curse* 
This  is  the  best  blessing  which  can  be  sought  for  our  children  ;  and 
God  gra&t  that  they  may 401  attain  it. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

^HIS  JBoai  tKf/hf  retatet  vAa«  tdneerru  the  ktfigdcm  tf  JilMl) 
wilA  an  inttnAxtWK  t^ftome  fea  fauaget  cmeermrg  the  Jang* 
(Am  tf  tirael^ 

CHAP.    X. 

3%f  tot&mn  tiering  t^  SoUomtm  at  GiSecn  i  Ait  ehoiee  ^  vn9dom  it 
diested  5y  txotf,  tvAp  «(f(tf9  /o  if  riches  and  honour  ;  hii  fcrcea  and 
weaUA. 

1  AND  Solomon  the  son  bf  David  vn%  ttrengtfaed  in  his  king* 
XJL  doniy  and  the  LoHb  hto  God  [iMraa]  with  hinif  and  magni« 

3  fied  him  exceedingly.  Then  Solomon  spake  unto  all  Israel)  to 
the  captains  of  Uiouwnds  and  of  faundredsy  and  to  the  jUdgeS)  and 

3.  to  every  governor  in  all  Israel^  the  «liBef  of  die  fathers.    So 

Solomon  and  all  the  congregation  with  hlm^  went  to  the  high 

r     place  thai  [was]  at  Gibeon ',  for  there  was  the  tabernacle  of  the 

congregation  of  God|  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  had 

4  made  in  the  wilderness.  But  the  ark  of  God  had  David  brought 
up  from  Kirjathjearimto  [the  place  which]  David  had  prepared 

5  for  it:  for  he  had  pitched  a  tent  for  it  at  Jerusalem.  Moreover 
the  brazen  altaT)  that  Bexaleei  the  son  of  Urif  the  son  of  Hur^ 
had  made,  he  put  before  the  tabernacle  of  the  Losn :  and  Solo- 

6  mon  and  the  congregation  sought  unto  it.  And  Solomon  went 
up  thither  to  the  braien  altar  before  the  Loan,  which  [was]  at  the 
tabemade  of  the  congregation)  and  offered  a  thousand  burnt 
offerings  upon  it. 

7  In  that  night  did  God  appear  unto  SoIomoU)  atid  said  unto 
S  htmi  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee.    And  Solomon  said  unto  Gody 

Thou  hast  shewed  great  mercy  unto  David  my  fothefi  imd  hast 
9  made  me  to  reign  in  his  stead.    Nqw,  O  Lord  Gon,  let  thy 

promise  unto  David  my  fiuher  he  established  t  for  thou  hast 

made  me  king  over  a  people  like  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  multi* 
10  tude.    Give  me  now  wisdom  md  knowledge^  tha^  I  may  go  out 

and  come  in  before  this  people :  for  who  can  judge  thi«  thy  peo« 
n  pie)  [that  is  so]  great  ?  And.  God  said  to  Sokmioni  Bec^fiae  this 

was  in  thine  heart)  an&  thou  hast  not  asked  richest  Wealth)  or 
Vot.nL  Hhh 
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honour)  itor  the  Iife<tf  thine  eneimet»  neither  yet  hast  astced  long 
life ;  but  hast  asked  wisdoijot  and  l^powledge  for  thyself  that  tJjotr 
mayest  judge  my  people,  6ver  n^hom  I  have  made  thee  hin^  s 

12  Wisdomand  kncywledee  [is]  granted  unto  thee ;  and  I  i%ill  glv^ 
thee  ftchesi  aiid  if^luk,  and  honour,  aoeh  as  none  of  t^ie  kin^a 

^     have  had  that  [hate  been)  before  thee,  neither  shall  there  any 

'      after'  thee  have  the  fike* 

f  3  Their  Sotomon  came  [from  his  journey]  to  the  high  place  that 
[was}  at  Gibeoft  to  Jeruaalem,  Qtuda  be&re  the  tabemade  of  tbe^ 

14  coti^g^gatioii,  and  reigned  over  Israel.  And  Solomon  gathered* 
chariots- and  horsemen :  and  he  had  a  thousand  aAd  four  hun« 
dred  chariots,  and  twdve  thouaand  horse^ien,  which  he  placed 

15  in  the  chariot  ati^^  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem.  And  the 
king  nMde  silver  and  gold  at  Jerusalem  [asplenteouaj  as  stcmes^ 
and  cec&r  trees  made  he  as  the  sycamore  trees  that  [are]  in  the 

^6  vale  for*  abundance.  And  Solomon  had  horses  brought  out  of 
Bgyptt  and  linen  yam :  the  king's  menchanrs  received  the  lineir 

17  yartr  at  a  price.  And  they  fetched  i^),  and  brought  forth  out  of 
Egypt  a  chariot  for  six  hundi*ed  [shekels]  of  silver,  and  an  horse 
for  an  htmdred  atvd  fifty  »  and  so  brought  they  out  [horses]  far 
all  the  kings  of  the  Hittites,  and  ft>r  the  kmgs  of  Syria,  by  their 
means. 


CHAP.    11. 

Solomon^B  laBtntrefsfbr  t^t  Bmiding  qj^  the  tehtfilt  j  fSe  mestage  to 

Ttntn  />  fiilof'  ffUTdfn  s  Kind  dfwwcv, 

1     /i  N  £>  Solomon  determined  to  build  an  house  fitr  the  name 

3  jLJL  of  the  Lotto,  and  an  hotiSe  for  his  kingdom.    And  Solo-- 

mon  lold  out  three  score  and  ten  thousand  men  to  bear  burdeosy 

and  four  score  thousand  to  hew  in  Iher  moQntaiA,  and  diree  thou' 

sand'  and  six  hundred  to  oversee  them*. 

3  Aiiid  Solomon  sent  to  Hnram  the  king  of  Tyre,  saying,  As 
thou-didst  deal  with  Dkvid  my  father,  and  didst  send  him  cedars 

4  to  buiRbim  an  house  to  dwell  dierehn  [^ven  so  deal  with  me.] 
Behddv  ibuild  an  house- to^ the  name  of  the  Loro  ray  God,  to- 
dedicate  [ir]  to  him,  [and]' to*  bum  before  hinysweet  incense,  and 
for  the  continual  shew  bread,  and  for  the  bittnt  offerings  mom'- 
ing  and  evening,  on'the  sabbaths,  and  on-  the  new  niooos,  and  on* 
the  solemn  feast^of  the  Lonn  our  God.    This  [is  an  «rdinance] 

5  for  ever  to  Isi:acl.    Atid  the  house  whidi  I  build  [is]  great :  for 

6  great  [is]  our  God  above  all  gods.  But  who  tsable  to  biiikl  hlb» 
an  house,  seeing  the  heaven' and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot' con^ 
tain  him  ?  who  [am]  I  then*,  that  I  should  build  hiin  an  house, 

7  save  only  to  bum  sacrifice  befei«e  him  ?  Send  me  bow  therefoK 
a  man  cunning  f  o  wotk  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  and  in  brass,  and  iiv 
iron,  and  in  purple,  ai&d  in  crimson,  and  in-  bine,  and  that  caiv 
akiU  to  g,rave  vrilh  the  ^umimg  me»^that  [are]  with  me  ui<  Jfidabi 
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B  and  In  Jcruttl0in»  whom  Ilurid  my  father  did  ppovidr*    Sq^d 

me  also  cedsLr  trees,  fir  trecn^  and  aJg^um  ireet  out  of  Lebanon  z 

for  I  know  that  thjr  aervaots  can  akill  to  cut  tunber  in  Lebanon  ; 

^  and,  behold,  my  servants  [shall  be]  with  thy  servantsy  Ev^nto 

prepare  me  timber  in  abundance :  for  the  house  which  I  am 

|0  about  to  build  [shall  .be3  wonderibl  great.  Andy  behold^  I  will 
give  10  thy  servantb,  the  hewers  that  cut  timber,  twenty  thou^a|Kl 
measures  of  beaten  isrheat^  and  twenty  thousand  mi^asures  of 
barley,  and  twenty  thniiaand  baths  of  wine^  and  fiwoDty  thf^if^^ 
baths  ^foU. 

1 1 .  Then  Huram the  king  lof  Tyveimvnred  m  writing^  whic^  iie 
sent  to  Solomony  Because  the  ha»j>  hath  lov«d  his  peopley  he 

13  hath  made  thee  king  over  ^hem.  Huram  said  ffioiT^vier,  Biased 
[be]  the  I^ord  Go»  of  Israel,  that  made  hfiaiPi^nwd  e^t^,  wj^ 
hath  given  to  David  the  king  a  wise  soui^i^ndued  with  prudence 
and  understanding,  that  mighvbuild  an  hw^eibr  the  LobD|  and 

13  an  house  ibr  hi^  kingdom.    AAd  now  I  have  ssent  a  ounnivg 

i4  man,  endued  with  understanding,  ^f  Uuram  wy  4a^ierfs,  Tlie 
son  of  a  woman  of  the  ^daughtei«x>f  psfx^  and.hi^  iather{wj|s^>|t 
man  of  Tyre,skiUuUo  work  ki  gold,  ai^  in  silver^  in  hras^,  jip 
irony  in  stone,  ^uui  in  timber^  iQpurpjie,  in  bhie,  and  i^i  £ne  Unen, 
and  m  crimson  i  also  -to  grave  ai^  manner  oi  graving?  and  to 
Jind  out  every  deme  whic^i  jrtiail  be  put  to  hktf^  with  thy  i^un- 
mug  mpn,  aail  withJtfae ^cunning  jsnen  ^my  lord  Da^id  thy  iatl^ 

tS  en  Now  therefore  Alu^  wheat,  and  the  barley,  the  oil)  and  the 
wine^  which  nay  lord  hath  spoken  nf,  jet  him  6<^  upto  his.ser* 

16  vants  :  And  we  will  ^cut  wood  <mt  of  Lebanon,  as  nuchas  thQf 
shalt need;  and  we  will l^ing^tQtheiB  infi^^^by^^eatp  Jo|:\pa  ; 

It  and  thou  shalt  caiTy  it  up  %o  Jer^^alem*    And  fiploxpon  npm- 

\  bered  aH  the  stqangors  that  X^w ere]  kk  thela^t^f  I^^^)  aft^ 
the  numbering  wherewith  £)avid  his  iatber  hod  .npni)?vtred 
them ;  and  they  were  fiouadAn  huadx^  afxlfiiiy  ^li^usapd  vfi$. 

IB  three  thousand  and  six  hundreds  A^d  he  set  du*ee  apore  and 
ten  thousand  of  them  £to^j  bearers  <^  burdens,  ^nd  ^rseof^ 
thousand  [to  be]  hewers  ^  the  mAuntaii^,  and  ithf^e  ^pu^and 
and  six  hundred  overseers  lo  «et  <he  people  ^  wi>rk/  . .  * : 

CHAP.   m. 

The  situation  qfthe  temfile^  and  the  time  it  nvaa  begun  ;  the  meaeure 
and  omament9  of  the  house  $  and  a  de^ctijition  qf  the  cheruMiM. 

i'T^HEN  Sofemoo^fafltgap^to  bui)d^tliebQ9«eof4]b^LqB«»9t 


'the-4i»mhing.A[)br  of  Oman  the  Jebusite.    And  he  pee^nto 
build  inthe  aecood  [dayl^f  ite  wcand  momb|  in  the  ^murtb 
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S  Now  uKte  [ttK  the  thiD^  wLct^Idj  Sorot&ofi  wis  tostxtmtB^ 
for  the  biiildiiig  of  die  boose  of  God.  Tbe  length  by  cubital 
after  the  fint  measure  [was]  three  score  cnbitSy  ami  the  brcadtb 

4  twenty  cubits.  Aod  the  porch  that  [was]  in  the  front  [of  th^ 
house,]  the  tength  [of  it  was]  acconfing  to  the  breadth  of  tlie 
house,  twenty  cubits,  and  the  height  [was]  an  hnmhvd  nnd 

9  twenty  ?  and  he  overbid  it  within  with  pure  gold.  And  the 
greater  house  he  ceiled  with  fir  tree,  which  he  oreriaid  with'  finc^ 

#  gold^  and  set  thocon  pahn  trees  and  chains.  And  he  ganusiied 
the  house  with  precious  stones  £br  beauty :  and  the  ^Id  [wna] 

t  gold  of  Farvaim.  He  overlaid  also  the  house,  the  bcantt,  tbe 
posts,  and  the  walla  thereof^  and  the  doors  tiierce^  whh  gold  ; 
uiA  graved  chertiWins  on  the  walls. 

t  And  he  made  the  most  holy  house,  the  length  whereof  [wnsl 
accecding  totiie  breadth  of  the  house,  twenty  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  twenty  cubits :  and  he  overlaid  it  with  fiae  goU, 

i  [amounting]  to  sis  hundred  talents.    And  the  wait  of  the  naila 

[was]  fifty  shekeb  of  gold.    And  he  overlaid  the  upper  dnm- 

M  herewith  goM.    And  in  the  most  holy  house  he  made  twoche* 

^11  rufaimaoC  image  work,  and  overlaid  them  with  gold.    And  the 

wings  of  the  chenAima  [were]  twenty  cubits  kmg  ;  one  wing 

(of  the  one  cherub  was]  five  culnts,  reaching  to  the  wafl  of  the 

house :  and  the  other  wing  [was  likewise]  five  cubits,  reaching 

.13  to  the  wmg  of  the  other  cherub.    And  [one]  wing  of  the  other 

cherub  [was]  five  cubits,  reaching  to  the  wall  of  the  bouse :  and. 

the  other  wing  [was]  five  cubits  [also,]  joiDing  to  the  wing  oC 

,IJ  the  other  cherub.    The  wings  of  these  cherubims  spread  them* 

selves  forth  twenty  culnts  :  and  they  stood  on  their  feet,  «d& 

their  laces  [were]  inward. 

14  And  he  made  the  veil  [of}bluei  and  purple,  and  crimson,  aad 
finelihen,  and  wrought  cherubims  thereon. 

15  Also  he  made  before  the  house  two  pillars  of  thirty  and  five 
cubita  high,  and  the  chapiter  that  [was]  on  the  top  of  each  of 

16  them  [was]  fiVe  cubits.    And  he  made  chains,  [as]  in  the  oraclcf 
and  put  [them]  on  the  heads  of  the  pillars ;   and  made  an  hun« 

,17  dred  pomegranates,  and  put  [them]  on  the  chains.    And  he 
^   reared  up  the  p|Uara  before  the  temple,  qne  on  the  right  haiu], 
~and  the  other  on  the  left ;  and  called  the  name  of  that  on  the 
right  hand  Jachin,  and  the  name  of  that  09.  the  leil  Boaz. 


CHAP.    IV. 

H  dtiCrititian  of  the  brazen  oltar^  and  the  molten  tea  ;  the  ten  htfenp 
the  eandieatickSi  the  tablen^andthem9trument4  t^fgold, 

1  li/TOREOVER  he  made  an  altar  of  btaas,  twenty  cubits 
XVX  the  length  thereof,  and  twenty  cubits  tbe  breadth  thereof 

%  and  ten  cubits  the  height  thereof.  Also  ho  made  a  molten  sea 
of  ten  cubltsfrom  brim  to  brimi  round  in  compasS)  and  five 
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iedxtt  the  height  thereof;  and  a  line  of  thirtf  cuEits  did  com*. 

S  pass  it  round  about.   And  under  it  [was]  the  sitnilitude  of  oxen» 

which  did  compass  it  round  about :  ten  in  a  cubit,  cbm];>ass]iiy 

the  sea  round  about.    Two  rows  of  oxen  [were]  cast»  when  U 

4  was  cast  It  stood  upon  twelve  oxen,  three  looking  toward  the 
tiortht  and  three  looking  toward  the  west,  and  three  looking  to- 
ward  the  sooth,  and  three  looldng  toward  the  east :  and  the  sea 
[was  set]  above  upon  them,  and  tdl  their  hinder  parts  [were]  in* 

5  ward.  And  the  thickness  of  it  [was],  an  hand  breadth,  and  the 
hrim  of  it  like  the  work  of  the  brim  of  a  cup,  w^th  flowers  of 

6  lilies ;  [and]  it  received  and  held  three  thousand  baths.    He 
'  made  also  ten  lavers,  and  put  live  on  the  right  hand,  and  five  •& 

the  left,  to  wash  in  them :  such  thb^  as  they  offered  for  the 
burnt  offering  they  washed  m  them  ;  but  the  sea  [was]  for  the 

t  priests  to  wash  in.  And  he  made  ten  candlesticks  of  gold  i|c- 
cording  to  thdr  form,  and  set  [them]  in  the  temple,  five  on  the 

8  right  hand,  and  five  on  the  left.  He  made  also  ten  tables,  anid 
ptoced  [them]  in  the  temple,  five  on  the  right  tude,and  five  on 

t  the  left.  And  he  made  an  hundred  basons  of  gold.  Further- 
more he  made  the  court  of  the  priests,  and  the  great  court,  and 
doors  for  the  court,  and  overlaid  the  doors  <^them  with  brass. 

10  And  he  set  the  sea  cm  the  right  side  of  the  east  end,  over  against 
the  south. 

11  And  Huram  made  the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  basons. 
And  Huram  finished  the  work  that  he  was  to  make  for  king 

13  Solomon  foi"  the  house  of  God  ;  [To  wit,]  the  two  pillars,  and 
the  pommels,  and  the  chapiters  [which  were]  on  the  top  of  the 
two  pillars,  and  the  two  wmths  to  cover  the  two  pommels  of  the 

IS  chapiters  which  [were]  on  the  top  of  the  jnllars  ;  And  fotrr  btin* 
dred  pomegranates  on  the  two  wreaths  ;  two  rows  of  pome- 
granates on  each  wreath,  to  cover  the  two  pommels  of  the  chap- 

H  iters  which  [were]  upon  the  pillars.    He  made  also  bases,  and 

15  lavers    made  he  upon  the  bases  ;  One  sea,  and  twelve  oxen 

16  under  it«  The  pots  also,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  fieshhooks» 
and  all  their  instruments,  did  Huram  his  father  make  to  king 

17  Solomon  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  bright  brass.  Ib  the 
plain  of  Jordan  did  the  king  cast  them,  in  the  day  ground  be* 

18  tween  Succoth  and  Zeredathah.  Thus  Solomon  made  all  these 
vessels  in  great  abundance  :  for  the  weight  c^  the  brass  could 

19  not  be  found  out  And  Solomon  made  all  the  vessels  that  [were 
for]  the  house  of  God,  the  golden  altar  also,  and  the  tables 

20  whereon  the  shew  bread  [was  set;]  Moreover  the  candlesticks 
with  their  lamps,  that  they  should  bum  after  the  manner  befoi» 

S 1  the  oracle,  of  pure  gold  ;  And  the  flowers,  and  the  lamps,  and 
•3  the  tongs  [made  he  of]  gold,  [and]  that  perfect  gpld  jhAnd  the 
snuffers,  and  the  basons,  and  the  spoons,  and  the  censers,  [of] 
pure  gold  :  and  the  entry  of  the  house,  the  inner  doors  thereof 
for  the  most  holy  [place,]  and  Che  doors  of  the  boose  of  the 
temple,  [Were  of  J  gold.  ? 
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« 

CHAP.  yi. 

« 

Sotamotty  having  bkased  the  jieofde^  firmaeth  God  fir  the  tierjotrmme^ 
<lfhi9  ftromiae  to  David  concerning  the  bvilding  qftke  house  {  and 
hisfiraycr  at  the  conaeeration  qft/ie  ten^k, 

1  ''T^H  E  N  said  Solomon,  The  Lobzv  bath  asid  that  ht  n^ould 
9     JL    dweR  in  the  thick  darknessr    But  1  have  built  an  hoose  of 

3  habitation  for  thee,  and  a  place  for  thy  dwelling  for  ever.  And 
the  king  tnt*ned  his  face,  and  bledsed  the  whole  congregation  of 

4  Israel  :  and  all  the  congregation  of  Israe!  sfood#  And  he  said^ 
Blessed  [be]  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  who  hath  with  his  hand# 
fulfilled  fthatj  which  he  spake  with  his  month  to  my  fi^ther 

[  $  David,  saying,  Since  the  day  that  Ibrbnght  forth  my  people  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt  I  chose  no  city  among  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  Co  build  an  hmise  in^  that  my  name  might  be  there  ; 
neither,  chose  I  any  man  to  be  a  ruler  over  my  people  Israel  z 

€  But  I  have  chosen  Jerasalem,  that  my  name  might  be^ere  ^ 

7  and  have  chosen  David  to  be  over  my  people  IsraeK  Now  it 
was  in  the  heart  of  David  my  Either  to  bnud  an  honlSe  for  th^ 

t  name  of  the  Lord  Goo  of  Israel.  But  the  Loan  said  to' David 
my  father,  Forasmoch  as  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build  an  house 

9  for  my  name,  thou  didst  well  kt  that  it  was  in  thine  heart.  Not* 
withstanding  thon  shalt  not  bnild  the  house ;  bnt  thy  son 
which  shall  eome  forth  out  of  thy  loins,  he  shall  bnild  the  hous^ 
ft>  for  my  name.  The  Loat  therefore  hath  performed  his  word 
that  he  hath  spoken  :  for  I  am  risen  np  tnthe  room  of  David 
my  father,  and  am  set  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  as  the  1«0R9 
promised^  and  have  bnHt  the  honse  for  the  name  of  the  LoWl 
11  GofF  of  Israel.  And  in  it  have  I  put  the  ark,  wherei*  [Is]  Che 
covenant  of  the  Lonn,  that  he  made  with  the  children  of  Israel* 

15  And  he  stood  before  the  altar  of  the  Leas  in  the  presence  of 

13  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  :  For 
&>lomon  had  mnde  abrajten  scaffold,  of  five  cubits  long,  and 
five  cubits  broad,  and  three  cubits  high,  and  had  sist  it  in  the 
midsC  of  the  court :  and  upon  it  he  stood,  ieind  kneeled  down  upon 
his  knees  before  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  spread  fortis 

14  his  hands  toward  heaven.  And  said,  O  Lord  Go»  of  Isrtel^ 
[there  is}  no  God  like  thee  in  the  heaven,  nor  in  the  earth  ; 
which  keepest  covenant,  and  [shewest]  mercy  unto  thy  servants, 

•ts  that  walk  before  thee  with  all  their  hearts  :  Thou  which  hast 
kept  with  thy  servant  David  my  father  that  which  thou  hast 
promised  him ;  amd  spakest  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast'  felfilled 

16  [It]  with  thine  hand,  as  [it  is]  this  day.  Now  therefore^  O 
Ix>rd  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant  David  my  fether  that 
which  thou  hast  promised  him,  saying.  There  shall  not  fail  thee 
a  man  in  my  sight  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Israel ;  yet  so  that 
thy  ehildren  take  heed  to  their  way  to  walk  in  my  lawi'«s  thou 

*'17  ha£t  walked  before  me.  Now  then,  O  Lord  Oon  of  Israel,  let 
thy  word  be  verified,  which  thou  ImbI  spoken  unte  tliy  eervant 
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18  Dtidd.    but  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  tlie  etttlt  f 
beholdy  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  th< 

1$  how  much  less  this  house  which  I  have  built !  Have 

therefore  to  tfie  prayer  of  thy  servant^  and  to  his  supplicatioo« 
O  Loan  my  God*  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  the  prayer  whida 

50  t^ky  servant  prayeth  before  thee :  That  thine  eyes  may  be  opeta 
upon  this  house  day  and  night,  upon  the  place  whereof  thou  h; 
said  that  thou  wouldst  put  thy  name  there  ;  to  hearken  unto 

51  prayer  which  thy  servant  prayeth  toward  this  place*    Hcarki 
there&re  unto  the  supplications  of  thy  servant)  and  of  thy  people 

.  .  Israel,  which  they  shall  make  toward  this  place :  h^  tlum 

^    from  thy  dwelling  place>  [even]  from  heaven  ;  and  when  thott 
hearest>  fergive. 

Si  If  a  man  sin  against  his  neighbour,  and  an  oath  be  laid  npcn 
him  to  make  him  swear,  and  the  oath  cpme  before  thine  aitar 

'23  In  this  house  ;  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  do,  and  judge 
thy  servants,  by  requiting  the  wicked,  by  recompensing  his  way^ 
vpon  his  own  head  ;  and  by  justifying  the  righteous,  by  giviB^ 
hiOk  according  to  his  righteouaness. 

S4  And  if  thy  people  Israel  be  put  to  the  worse  before  the 
enemy*  because  they  have  sinned  against  thee  ;  and  shall  return 
uui  confess  thy  name,  and  pray  and  make  supplicatian  before 

25  thee  in  this  house ;  Then  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  and  for- 
give the  sin  of  thy  people  Israel,  and  bring  them  again  unto  the 
land  wUch  thou  gavest  to  them  and  to  their  fathers. 

36  When  the  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain,  because 
they  have  sinned  against  thee  ;  [yet)  if  they  pray  toward  this 
phce^nd  confess  thy  name,  and  turn  from  their  ^  when  tboa 

S7  dost  afflict  them  :  Then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  forgive 
the  «n  of  thy  servants,  and  of  thy  people  Israeli  when  thoa  haat 
taught  them  the  good  way,  wherein  they  should  walk ;  and  send 
rain  upon  thy  land>  which  thou  hast  given  onto  thy  people  for 
mn  inheritance. 

28      If  there  be  dearth  in  the  land,  if  there  be  pestilence,  if  tbero  > 
be  blastingvor  mildew,  locusts,  or  caterpUlers  }  if  their  enemies 
besiege  them  in  the  cities  of  their  land  ;  whatsoever  sore,  or 

39  whatsoever  sickness  [there  be  :  Then]  what  prayer  [or]  what 
supplication  soever  shall  be  made  of  any  man,  or  of  all  thy  peo- 
ple Israel,  when  every  one  shall  know  his  own  sore  and  his  own 

30  grieft  and  shall  spread  forth  his  hands  in  this  house ;  Thttt 
.  bear  thou  from  heaven  thy  dwelling  plac^i  and  forgive^  and 

render  unto  every  man  according  unto  all  his  ways,  whose  heart 
thoo  knowest ;  (for  thou  only  knowest  the  hearts  of  the  chB-^ 

31  dren  of  men  :)  That  they  may  fear  thee,  to  walk  in  thy  ways, 
so  long  as  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou  gaxiest  oato  oar 
fathers. 

52  Moreover  eonceming  the  stranger  which  is  not  of  thy  people 
Israel,  but  is  come  frxnn  a  £eir  coumry  for  thy  great  namels 

:  ..  sahe^and  thy  nighty  hand,  and  thy  stretched  out  arm  ;  if  they 
ZS  cofne  andpiay  in  this  hm^  y  Then  hear  thou  from  the  heaycns^ 


- .  • 
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.  [even]  frem  thy  dwelling  pkee,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the 
stranger  calleth  to  thee  for  ;  that  all  people  of  the  earth  nay 
know  thy  name  and  fear  thee,  as  [doth]  thy  people  Israel)  and 
may  know  that  this  house  which  I  have  built  is  called  by  thy 
name. 

34  If  thy  people  go  out  to  war  against  their  enenues  by  the  way 
that  thou  shah  sc^  t&em)  and  Uiey  pray  unto  thee  toward  this 
city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  the  house  which  I  have  built 

35  jfor  thy  name  ;  Then  bear  thou  from  the  heavens  their  prayer 
and  their  supplicaUony  and  muntain  their  cause. 

36  If  they  sin  against  thee,  (for  [there  n]  no  man  which  sin* 
neth  not,)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them}  and  deliver  them  over 
before  [their]  enemies>  aikl  they  carry  them  away  captives  unto 

37  a  land  fiu*  off  or  near  ;  Yet  [if]  they  bethink  themselves  in  the 
land  whither  they  are  carried  captive,  and  turn  and  pray  unio 
thee  in  the  land  of  their  captivity,  saying,  We  hav&  sinned,  we 

'  38  have  done  amiss,  and  have  dealt  wickedly  :  If  they  return  t^ 
thee  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soiiil,  in  the  land  of 
their  captivity,  whither  they  have  carried  them  captives,  and 
pray  toward  their  land,  which  thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers^ 
and  [toward]  the  city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  toward  the 

39  house  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name  :  Then  hear  thou  from 
the  heavens,  [even]  from  thy  dwelling  place,  their  prayer  and 
their  supplications,  and  maintain  their  cause,  and  forgive  thy 
people  which  have  sinned  against  thee. 

40  Now,  my  God,  let,  I  beseech  thee,  thine  eyes  be  open,  and 
[let]  thine  ears  [be]  attent  unto  the  prayer  [that  is  made]  izi. 

41  this  place.  Now  therefore  arise,  O  Lord  Gon,  into  thy  resting 
place,  thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength :  let  thy  priests,  O  Lord 
God,  be  clothed  with  salvation,  and  let  thy  saints  rejoice  in 

42  goodness.    O  Lord  Gon,  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thine, 
'    anointed :  remember  the  mercies  of  David  thy  servant. 

CHAP.  vu. 

The  accefltance  qf  Soiomon*s  prayer  testified  by /ire  from  heaven  f 
ufton  vfhich  the  j[ie^U$  wwehifl  God  i  and  Solomon  sacrificee  at  the 
dedication, 

1  "^fOW  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  praying,  the 
xN  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed  the  burnt 
offering  and  the  sacrifices  ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Loan  fiHed 
3  the  house.  And  the  priests  could  not  enter  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  because  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  Loan's 
3  house.  And  when  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw  how  the  fire, 
came  down,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  upon  the  house,  they ' 
bowed  themselves  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  upon  the  pave- 
ment, and  worshipped^  and  praised  the  Lord,  [saying^]  'Bfit 
[he  is]  good  \  for  his  mercy  [endureth]  for  ever. 

Vol..  in.  lii 
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4  Then  the  IdoguHl  all  the  pet^4eofiier«I«9£nficnlicfere  t&e 

5  Loud.    Ad(1  king  Sdomen  oflcrcd  a  sach&ce  of  twenty  azul 

-  two  thouGaod  OKcn,  and  an  huBdred  uid  twentf  thonsaiul  aheeps 
9  so  the  king;  and  all  the  people  dedicated  the  botue  of  God.  And 

the  priests  waited  on  their  offices  :  the  Levites  also  with  In- 
struihenu  of  miuic  of  the  Lokd,  which  David  the  hiti^  fawl 
tnade  to  praise  the  Lous,  becatise  hia  mercy  [ecdnreth]  for 
ercTi  when  David  pmscd  bj  thi^r  oiLniBtrf  ;  asd  the  priests 

V  souoded  trumpet*  befora  then,  and  all  laraal  itood.  M«reorar 
Solomon  hallowed  the  middle  vf  the  court  that  [was]  before  tbe 

'  houie  of  the  LsKS  :  for  there  he  offered  burnt  oieringST  and 
the  fat  of  the  peace  oUcringai  became  the  braEen  ahar  whicb 
Sdomon  had  made  wa»  nat  aUe  to  recsire  the  bunit  ofioing^ 
and  the  meat  egemiligE,  aad  the  &t. 

S      Also  at  tbe  setae  time  Solofnoa  kept  the  feast  seven  dafs, 

-  and  an  Israel  wHh  htm,  a  very  great  congregation,  from  tbe  eo- 
*  leriitg  in  of  Hamoth  onto  the  river  of  EgypL  Aad  in  the  eighth 

daj'  they  made  a  solemn  assembly  :  far  they  kept  the  dedica- 
W  tion  of  the  altar  seren  Asfa,  and  the  feast  seren  days.    And  on 

■  the  three  and  tiventielh  day  of  the  seveath  montb  be  sent  tbe 
people  away  into  their  tenU,  glad  and  merry  in  heart  far  the 
goodness  that  the  Loan  had  showed  unto  David,  and  to  Solo— 

,)-l  mon,  and  to  Israel  his  people.  Thns  Solomon  finished  the 
hoase  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's  hause  :  uid  alt  that  came 
into  Solomon's  heart  to  make  in  the  honse  of  tbe  Loan,  and  itt 
his  own  house,  he  prosperously  effected. 

IS  And  the  Loan  appeared  to  Solomon,  by  night,  and  said  unto 
him,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  tod  have  chosen  ttiia  place  t» 

19  myself  for  an  house  of  sacrifice.     If  I  shut  up  heaven  that  there 
'    be  no  raiR)  or  if  I  command  the  lacnsts  to  devour  the  land,  or 

1*  if  I  send  pestilence  among  TJiy  people;  If  my  people  which  are- 
calied  by  my  name,  shaQ  homble  themselves,  and  pray,  aikd 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways  ;  then  will  ] 
hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  sad  will  heal  tJicir 

15  land.     Now  mine  eyes  Bhajl  be  open,  and  mine  ears  altent  unto 

IS  the  prayer  tthnc  ii  made]  in  this  place.  For  now  have  I  chosen 
and  sanctified  this  house,  that  my  name  may  be  there  for  ever : 

\t  and  mine  eyes  and  mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.  And- 
as  for  thee,  if  thou  wih  walk  before  jne,  as  David  thy  father 
walked,  and  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commaiMled  thee. 

It  and  shall  observe  my  statutes  and  my  ji 
establish  the  throne  of  thy  kingdom,  a 

■  nanled  with  David  thy  father,  saying,  T 
Ifi  a  man  [to  be]  ruler  in  Israel.     But  if] 

ray  Btalutes  and  my  commandments,  ■ 

■  you,  and  ahaH  go  and  serve  other  g< 

sp  Then  will  I  ptuck  them  up  by  the  root; 

have  given  them  \  and  this  house  whic 

my  name,  wil|  I  cast  out  of  my  sight,  t 
SI  a  proverb,  im4  ^  byword  among  all  k 
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Ugh,  AM  ht  nk  MoAMnnent  tcr  every  one  tMt  ^seth 
[  by  It  ^  8o  that  he  shall  say.  Why  hath  the  Lord  done  thua 

I  M  onto  this  laikd^  and  unto  this  house  ?  And  it  shall  be  answered^ 

^  Because  they  finraook  the  Lord  600  of  their  fathers,  which 

'  brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egyi^i  and  laid  hold  on 

|f  other  gods,  and  worshipped  them,  and  served  them :  there- 

fore hath  he  hreaght  idl  this  evil  trpon  them. 


if 

« 


CHAP.    VIIL 


I 
I 

I  ^n  acanau  qf  Solomon^M  buUdingM  $  the  rtmnanu  of  the  IBttUctj  tfc» 

made  iribtuarie*  0  (gnd  ^biomonU  yearly  Mocrificee^ 


I     /%  N  D  It  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  twenty  years, 
XjL  Solomon  had  bnilt  tb^  bouse  of  .th^  Lqm^  jnd  ,hia.  osos 

S  house,  That  the  cities  which  Huram  had  restored  U>  Solomon, 
Solomon  built  them,  and  caused  thechiidren  of  Israel  to  dwell 

3  there.     And  Solomon  went  to  Hamathzobah,  and  prevailed 

4  against  it.      And  he  built  Tadm^r  in  the  wilderness,  and  all 

5  the  store  cities  which  he  built  in  Hamath.  Also  he  buih  Beth- 
horon  the  upper,  and  fiethhoroh  the  nether,  fenced  cities,  with 

■  6  walls,  gates,  and  bars ;  And  Baalatfa,  and  ail  the  ature  fiiHits  that 
Solomon  had,  and  all  the  chariot  cities,  and  the  cities  of  the 
horsemen,  and  all  that  %^]amo&  desired  to  build  Id  Jeniaalemf 
and  in  Lebanon,  and  throughout  all  the  land  of  his.  doainioD* 

7  [As  for]  all  the  people  [that  were]  kft  of  the  Hiltkes^  and 
the  Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  ifivites,  nftd  the  Jeb* 

8  usites,  which  were  not  of  Israel,  [fioX)  of  their  M^dren  who 
were  left  after  tliem  in  the  land,  whom  the  ehildreiircC'Israel 
consumed  not,  them  did  Solomon  make  to  pay.  tribute  until 

9^  this  day.  But  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  SolonMMl  make  no 
.    servants  for  his  work  ;  but  they  [were]  men  of  war;  attd  chief 

10  of  his  captains,  and  captains  of  hij^  chariots  and  horaeeneik  And 
these  [were]  the  chief  of  king  Soioitiae*s  offiocMy  teren]  two 
hundred  and  fifly,  that  bare  rule  over  the  peofpk. . 

tl  And  Sok>mon  brought  up  the  daugfaWof  Pbamoh  out  of 
the  city  of  David  unto  the  house  that  he  hadbnUtfisr  her  i  for 
he  said.  My  wife  shall  not  dweH  in  the  houae  of  David  king  of 
Israel,  because  [the  places  are]  holy,  wheremrto  ^e  ark  of  tha 
Lord  hath  come. 

li      Then  Sokimon  offered  burnt  offermga  unto  the  Loan  on  the 

l<»  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  built  before  the  porch.  Even 
after  a  certain  rate  every  day,  offering  aocordmg  to  the  com- 
mandment of  Moses,  on  the  sabbaths,  and  on  the  new  mocoDSy 
and  on  the  solemn  feasts,  three  times  in  the  ytar,  [even]  in  the 
.  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  and  in  the  feait  of  weeks,  and.  in  the 
least  of  tabernacles. 

14  And  he  ap]lointed  according  to  ^  order  of  David  hia  father^ 
the  courses  of  the  priests  tortheir  service^  aad  the  Levites  to 
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their  charges,  to  praise  and  ttiitiifttfer  before  tlie  priests,  as  tKd 
duty  of  every  day  reqiured  ;  the  porters  also  by  their  courses  at 
every  gate :  for  so  had  David  the  roan  of  C^od  couuBaBKied. 

15  And  they  departed  not  from  the  commandm^tof  the  king  tuno 
the  priests  and  Le vites  conceming  any  matter^  or  concenung  the 

•     treuures. 

16  ^ow  all  the  work  of  Solomon  was  prepared  unio  the  6zf  of 
tlie  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  until  h  was'f 

^    ea.    [So]  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  perfected. 

17  X^^^  yftnX.  Solomon  to  Eziongeber,  and  to  Elolb,  «t  the 

18  sideln  the  land  of  Edom.  And  Huram  sent  him  by  thehands 
of  his  servants  ships,  and  servants  that  had  knowledge  of  the 
sea  ;  and  they  went  with  the  servants  of  Solomon  to  Ophir,  aod 
took  thence  four  hundred  and  fifty  talents  of  gold)  and  taottgliji 
[them]  to  king  Solomon. 


WBet^ssmasBsaamm 


CHAP.    IX. 


The  gueen  ofShehaU  vkit  to  Soiomon  ;  her  admirastdn  ^kuwi^ 
dCm  ;  and  an  account  of  his  riches  and  death* 

.1  Zk  N  D  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fome  of  Solo* 
JLjL  moDy  she  came  to  prove  Sok>mon  with  hard  questic^s  at 
r  Jerttaalemv  with  a  very  great  coxi^pany,  and  camels  that  bare 
.  apicea)  and  ^M  in  abundance,  and  precious  stones :  and  whea 
ahe  waa  come  to  Solomcm,  she  communed  with  him  of  ail  that 
•d  was  in  bar  heart.  And  Solomon  told  her  all  her  questions  :  and 
*     thttre  was  nothing  hid  from  Solomon  which  he  told  her  not. 

3  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  the  wisdom  ol  Solomon* 

4  aiMl  the  house  ^t  he  had  built.  And  the  meat  of  his  table,  and 
the  aitfelng  of  his  servants,  aod  the  attendance  of  bis  miDisters, 
and  their  appareli  his  cupbearers  also,  and  their  apparel ;  and  his 
asoQfit  by  which  he  went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  there 

.  '5  was  no  more  s]unt  in  her.    And  she  ssdd  to  the  king,  [It  was^ 

a  true  report  wliich  I  heard  in  mine  own  land  of  thine  acts^  and 

'  S  of  thy  wisdom  :  Uowbeit  I  believed  not  their  words,  until  I 

'  came,  and  mine  eyes  had  seen  [it:]  and  behold  the  one  half  of 

the  greatness  of  thy  wisdom  was  not  told  roe  :  [for]  thou  ex- 

7  ceedest  the  fome  that  I  heard.    Happy  [are]  thy  men,  and  hap* 

py  [are]  these  thy  servants,  which  stand  continually  before  theej 

6  and  hear  thy  wisdom.    Blessed  be  the  Loan  thy  God,  which 

delighted  in  thee  to  set  thee  on  his  throne,  [to  be]  king  for  the 

' '  Loan  thy  God  :  because  thy  God  loved  Israel,  to  establish  them 

for  ever,  therefisre  made  he  thee  king  over  them  to  do  judgment 

9  and  justice.    And  she  gave  the  king  an  hundred  and  twenty 

talants  of  gold,  and  of  spices  great  abimdance,  and  precious 

:    ston.es  :  neitheiF  was  there  any  such  spice  as  the  queen  of  Sheba 

,10  gave  king  Solomon.    And  the  .servants  also  of  Huram,  and  the 

servants  of  Solomon^  which  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought 
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11  •Igdm  trees  and  preoioas  stones*  And  the  lung  made  [of  ]  the 
alf^m  trees  terraoes  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  king's 
palace^  und  harps  and  psalteries  for  singers  ;  and  there  were 

12  none  such  seen  before  in  the  land  of  Judah.  And  king  Solomon 
gave  So  the  queea  of  Sheba  all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she  askeil, 
beside  [that]  which  she  had  brought  unto  the  king;.  So  she 
timifdi  and  went  away  to  her  own  land,  she  and  her  servants. 

13  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in, one  year 

14  was  six  hundred  andthree  score  and  six  ulents  of  gold  :  Beside 
>     Cthat  whieh]  chapman  and  merchants  brought.    And  all  the 

kings  of  Arabia  and  governors  of  the  country  brought  gdd  and 

15  silver  to  Solomon*  And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  tar* 
gets  [of]  beaten  gold  x  six  hundred  [shekels]  of  beaten  gold 

16  wmt  to  one  target.  And  three,  hundred  shields  [made  he  of] 
beaten  gM  i  three  hundred  [shekels]  of  gold  went  to  one 
shield.    And  the  king  put  them  in  the  house  of  the  forest  of 

17  I^ebiinon.  Moreover  the  khig  made  a  gvsat4biione^i¥Qtyy.^uHl 
li  overUud  it  with  pure  gold.    And  [there  were]  six  steps  to  the 

throne,  with  a  footstool  of  gold,  [which  were]  fastened  to  the 

throne,  and  stays  on  each  side  of  the  sitting  place,  and  two  lions 
19  standing  by  the  stays  :  And  twelve  lions  stood  there  on  the  one 

side,  and  on  the  other,  upon  the  «x  steps  :  there  was  not  the 
)p  like  made  in  any  kingdom.    And  all  the  drinking  vessels  of  king 

Solomon  [were  of]  gold,  and  ail  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the 

forest  of  Lebanon  [were  of]  pure  gold  :  none  [were  of  J  silver  s 

~  it  was  [not]  any  thing  accounted  of  in  the  daysof  ^lorooiu 

^1  For  the  king's  ships  went  to  Tarshish  with  the  servants  c^Hih 

ram :  every  three  years  once  came  the  ships  of  Tarridsh  bring- 
^^  ing  gold,  tmd  silver,  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocks*    And  king 

Solomon  passed  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  in  tiches  and  wisdom* 

33  And  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  sought  th^  presence  of  Solomoiii 

34  to  hear  his  wisdom,  that  God  had  put  in  his  heart.  And  tbejr 
brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver,  aid  vessels  of 
gold,  and  raiment,  harness,  and  spices,  horses  and  nrales,  a  rate 

35  year  by  year.  And  Solomon  had  four  thousand  stalk  for  horses 
and  chariots,  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen ;  whom  he  beMow* 
ed  in  the  chariot  cities,  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem. 

36  And  he  reigned  over  all  the  kings  from  the  river  even  uoto 
3r  the  land  of  the  Philistines^  and  to  the  border  of  Egypt*    And 

the  king  made  stiver  in  Jerusalem  as  stones^  and  eedar  trees 
made  he  as  the  sycamore  trees  that  [are]  in  the  km  ^dains  in 

38  abundance.  And  they  brought  tmto  Solomon  horses  oat  of 
£gypl,  and  out  of  all  lands. 

39  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Solomon,  first  andlast,  [are]  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  in  the  peopk- 
ecy  of  Ahijah  the  Shilonite,  and  in  the  viskiris  of  Idde  the  seer 

30  a^nst  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Ndsat  ?  And  Solomon  reigned  in 

31  Jerusalem  over  all  Israel  forty  years.  And  ^lomon  slept  with 
his  fathers,.and  he  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David  his  Cither  : 

.    ..and  Rehoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  st^; 
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CHAP.    X. 

AdMdirm)  hf  r^/udfig  the  okt  nmt9  ctmrmtU  tm»Hh  t^e  ten  tri&^em  r^ 

'.   r&volt  s  ^  ^hith  fuffltetnt 

1    A  ^  ^  Rehobmim  wcb(  to  Shochem  :  for  to  ShethdD 
^  JLX  all  Israel  come  to  make  him knig.    Am( it  camoto 

wbeo  Jeroboam  the  sod  of  NdAt^  who  [ wats]  i»  EgTI^)  whitliejr 
.  lie' haAiM  from  the  proseneool SolomoB  the  kmg^^  heard  XiUJ 
%  that  Jei^bodm  returned  ottt  of  £g7pt.   Aadthcfjrsaitandcdleci 

hinu    So  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel  came  and  8|pake  to  RehoboBin* 

4  sayings  Thy  father  made  OQr  yoke  grievouB ;  now  therefo^tf 
^aae  thou  Mmewhat  the  grievous  aervitude  of  thy  father^  and  him 

5  heavy  yt^e  that  he  put  upon  uS)  and  we  will  serve  thee.  AA<I 
be  said  unto  them,  Come  again  onto  mo  after  thiM  days.  And 
the  peopfie  departed. 

4  And  king  Rehoboam  took  oounsel  with  the  old  men  that  \xtS 
stood  before  Solomon  hii  &ther  ii^hile  he  yet  fivedi  sayingt 

7  What  counsel  give  yt  [me]  to  i-etum  answer  to  this  people  2  And 
they  spake  unto  him,  saying,  If  thou  be  kind  to  this  pec^ioi  and 
please  them,  and  speak  good  w6rd8  to  them,  they  will  be  tb]^ 

8  S/^vdi*ti»  for  ever.  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  which  the  old 
men  t^ve  him,  and  took  connsfbi  with  the  young  men  tkat  weitf 

!>  btooglit  tip  wkh  htm,  that  stood  before  him.    And  he  said  unto 

thextf,  What  advice  ^ve  ye  th^  we  may  return  answer  to 

this  people,  which  have  spoken  to  me,  saying,  Ease  somewhat 

10  the  yoke  that  thy  Mher  did  put  upon  us  \  And  the  young  meHf 

that  were  brought  up  with  him  spake  unto  him,  saying)  Thua 

^mt  thon  answer  the  people  that  spake  unto  thee»  saying:^ 

Thyftther  made  our  yoke  heavy,  bift  xftake  thou  [it]  somewhat 

,     Ughiter  for  us ;  thus  sliaiC  thou  say  unto  them,  My  little  [finger) 

U  shall  he  thicker  than  my  fother^s  Idins.    For  wliereas  my  fsfthe^ 

]hit  a^^avy  7«ke  upon  you^  I*  will  put  inore  to  your  yoke  :  my 

fekther  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  |^will  chastise  you]  with 

13  scorpions.     So  Jeroboam  atid  all  the  people  came  to  Rehobeamc 

*    on  the  third  day:  as  the  king  bade,  sayiilgy  Come  again  to  me  on 

13  the  thhrddsy-  And  the  king  answered  them  rou^ly  ;  sand  king 

14^  Rebe^oam  forsook  the  cotmael  of  the  old  meii^  And  answered 

them  aftet  the  advicteof  the  youagr  men,  sayingi  My  bther 

.    made  youfr  yotee  heavyj  but  I  wlH  add  thereto:  my  &ther  ckas- 

i     tmodry«r»with  whips,  but  1  [wifl  chastise  you]  with  scorpions. 

15  So«tkeiriBg  hearktoM  not  uhto  thk  pedpM :  for  the  cause  was 
of  God,  that  the  Lord  might  perform  his  *ord,  wtich  he  spake 
bV'  the'faiHid  of  Ahnab  the  SKUonite  to  JemboBm  the  son  of 

TiTi.l  lift 

16  Atad^wfteft  alh  Israel  [saw]  that  thi5  king  would  Hot  h«arken 
vnto' tliem,  the  peapfe  senswered  the  king,  saying.  What  por*^ 
tioti  have^are  in  Dannd  ?  and'[wt!  have]  none  inheritance  in  the. 

;  1  son  of  Jesse  :  eterymantoyourt^ntSjO  Israel:  [and]  now, 
David,  see  to  thinfeown^honse.  So  all  Iwael  went  fi>  thdr  te&U. 
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17  Bnt [as  lbr,l tibu^  cbU^rw of  lan^  Aat  dwdtifi  the titiesi/ 
.18  Judah)  Reboboam  reign^  OTcr  them.  Then  kiuf:  Rehohoam 
sent  Jigdorfuo  that  [was]  aver  iho  tnbnte  ^  and  the  ^bildren  jc^ 
iarael  stored  him  with  ^topea,  thai  he  ^d.  But  king  Rehobo- 
an  inade  speed  to  get  him  up  to  [hia]  cbaiioty  to  flee  to  Jeru* 
|9  %9km^  And  lafael  rabeUed  i^|:ainat  the  hooae  of  Dnvid  warn 
thi»d«jr« 

CHAP.    XL 

et  Shemuiah  :  on  aeroipir  <^  Rehoboam*9  wvca  and  chUdren. 

t  AND  when  Reh6boam  was  come  to  Jeraaa]em»  he  gathenMl 
Jr\.  of  the  house  of  Judah  a^d  Benjamin  an  hundred  ^^ 
fourac  ore  thousand  chosen  [ment]  which  were  warriors,  to 
light  against  Israel,  that  he  mie:ht  bring  the  kingdom  again 
9  to  Rehoboam.  But  the  word  oa  the  Loito  came  Co  Shemaiah 
S  the  man  of  God,  saying,  Speak  unto  Rebeboem  the  son  cf  Sol* 
omen,  kmg  of  Judah,  and  to  all  Israel  in  Judah  And  Benjamin,- 

4  saying,  Thus  saith  the  LoKn,Te  dio&  rtotgo  Qp,nor  fight  against 
your  brethren :  retarn  every  man  to  his  hoiuie  :  fipr  this  Jiiiing 
is  done  of  me.  And  thej  dbeyed  the  wosds  of  the  Lm9|  atfd 
retmned  from  going  agamst  Jeroboam. 

5  And  Rdioboun  dweh  in  Jemsalem,  ml  bwlt  dties  IbV  de» 

6  fence  in  Judiab.  He  built  even  Bethlehem,  and  £Um,  and  Te-» 
7, 6  koa,  And  Bethzur,  and  Shoco,  and  Adullam,  And  Gatlhand 
9  Mareshah,  and  Ziph,  And  Adondm«  and  Lachishy  and  Azekali» 

Id  And  ZoTdihf  and  Aijalon,  and  {ic^Mron,  which  [are}  m  Judah, 
11  and  in  Benjaxma  fenced  dties.     And  he  fortified  the  strong* 

holds,  and  put  captains  in  them,  and  store  of  victval,  and  of  oil 
19  and  wine.  And  in  every  several  city  [he  put]  shields  andspearst 

uid  made  them  exceeding  strong,  havii^  Jndah  and  Pciyimin 

on  his  aide. 

13  And  the  piiests  and  the  Levites  that  [were]  in  all  Isrart  re- 

14  sorted  to  him  out  of  all  their  coasts.  For  the  Levites  left  their 
suburbs  and  their  possession,  and  came  to  Judah  and  Jorasalnn : 

"   for  Jeroboam  and  his  sons  had  cast  them  aSfaotn  exocvtiag  the 

15  priest's  office  unto  the  Loan :  And  he  ordained  him  priests  fi>r 
the  high  places,  and  for  the  devils,  and  fiar  the  calvea  which  he 

16  had  iiKule.  And  after  them  out  of  all  the  tribesof  Israel,  such 
as  set  their  heart»  to  seek  Uie  Lord  Con  of  isitiel,  came  to  Jem* 

17  salem,  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  Gon  of  their  fathers.  Sothey 
strengthened  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  and  soade  Reh<4]oam  the 
eon  of  Solomon  strong,  three  years :  Cor  throe  years  tkey  walk*^ 
ed  in  the  way  of  David  and  Solomon.  > 

It      And  Rehoboam  took  him  Mahalath  the  daughter  of  Jerimoth 
the  son  of  David  to  wife,  [and]  Abihail  the  daughter  of  Eliab^tho , 
19  son  of  Jesse;  Which  bare  him  cluldrenfJeush,  and  Shamariah^' 


456  n.  CHRONICLES.    Xflfl 

90  and  Zahsm:    And  after  bef  be  took  Maacbah  tbe  dabgfater  cf 
Absalom  ;  vrbicb  bare  him  Abijah,  and  Attai,  and  Ziaa,  a&d 

SI  Shelomith.    And  Rehoboam  loved  Maachah  tbe  daughter  of 
Absalom  above  all  bis  wives  and  his  concubines ;  (for  he  took 
eighteen  wives,  and  three  score  concubines ;  and  beg»t  twentj 

:S2  and  eight  sons,  and  three  score  daughters.)    And  RehoboooBi 
made  Abijah  the  son  of  Maachah  the  chief,  [to  be]  raler  amoi^ 

•i3  his  brethren:  for  [he  thought]  to  make  him  king.     And  he 
dealt  wisely,  and  dispersed  of  all  his  children  throughout  all  the 
countries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  unto  every  fenc^  city  z 
he  gave  them  victual  in  abundance.  And  he  desired  many 
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JMMcom,  foTBaking  God^  is  punUked  by  Sfdshal^B  mvautm  /  an 

count  qfRehoboam*9  reign  and  death. 

*  I  ^-  N  D  h  eame  to  paag,  when  Rehoboam  bad  eatabfiahed  the 
jl\.  kingdom)  and  had  strengthened  himself,  he  forsook  the 

'   S  law  of  the  Loan,  and  all  Israel  with  him.    And  it  came  to  pftsa* 

•'     (that]  in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Rehoboam  Shishak  king  of  EgTpt 

came  up  against  Jerusalem,  because  they  had  transgrased 

-  3  agahist  the  Loan,  With  twelve  hundred  chariots,  and  three  score 
thousand  horsemen :  and  the  people  [were]  without  number 
that  came  with  him  out  of  Egypt ;  the  Lubims,  the  SukkiimSy 

4  and  the  Ethiopiana.  And  he  took  the  fenced  cities  which  Qier* 
tained]  to  Judah,  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 

5  Then  came  Shemaiah  the  prophet  to  Rehoboam  and  [to]  the 
princes  of  Judah,  that  were  fathered  together  to  Jerusalem  be* 
cause  of  Shishak,  and  said  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Loan,  Ye 
have  forsaken  me,  and  therefore  have  I  also  left  you  in  the  hand 

6  of  Shishak.  Whereupon  the  princes  of  Israel,  and  the  lang» 
humbled  themselves  ;  and  they  said,  The  Loan  [is]  righteous. 

7  And  when  the  Loan  saw  that  they  humbled  themselves,  the 
word  of  the  Loan  came  to  Shemaiah,  saying,  They  have  bum- 
hied  themselves,  [therefore]  I  will  not  destroy  them,  but  I  will 
grant  them  some  deliverance  i  and  my  wrath  shall  not  be  poured 

8  out  upon  Jerusalem  by  the  hand  of  Shishak.  Nevertheless  they 
ahall  be  his  servants  ;  that  they  may  know  my  service,  and  the 

9  servkse  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries.  So  Shishak  king  of 
Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusalem,  and  took  away  the  treasures 
of  the  house  of  the  Loan,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house  ; 
he  took  all :  he  carried  away  also  the  shielda  of  gold  which  Sol* 

10  ooKMi  had  made.  Instead  of  which  king  Rehoboam  made  shields 
of  brass,  and  committed  [them]  to  the  hands  of  the  chief  of  the 

11  guaird,  that  kept  the  entrance  of  the  king's  house.  And  when 
the  king  entered  into  the  house  of  the  Loan,  the  guard  came  and 
fotehed  themt  and  brc^ht  them  again  into  tbe  guard  chamber. 

^9  And  when  he  hunibled  himself^  tbe  wrath  of  the  I.oao  tuned 


in  Jiidah  thiiiffs  went  tvel). 
Vs  So  king  Rchciboerm  strtingtheised  lilmiself  In  JeruaaleiBj^nd 
mgned :  for  Rehoboom  [ivas}  one  aind  forty  years  old  vrhcin  he 
be^m  td  Teign^  Knd  he  teigned  seventeen  years  m  JeiHisalem) 
.the  dty  whi^  the  Lori>  had  dtosen  cHit  of  ^1  the  tribes  of  la^ 
raeU  to  ptit  his  name  there.    And  his  mother's  name  [was] 

14  Naarmah  an  Ammonitess.    And  h^  did  evil^'because  he  pr^jwtred 

15  not  h»  heioi  to  seek  the  Loan.  Now  the  «cts  -of  lteholx>am9 
first  ifisdlaat,  [are]  they  not  written  inthebookofShenMUaht^ 
prophdtyand  of  Iddo  the  seer  cotocerning  geneakigies ?  And  |^te 

9f6  were]  wars  between  Rehobdam  and  Jeroboam  ccaithfually.  And 
!RefatcAx>«m  ^Uspi  with  Ida  feithen,  nM  w*a&\inBfM  miht  s^  df 
David :  imd  Abijah  his  ^oin  reigned  in  his  stc«dw 
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in  1  iSng^  XV.  nt  tkt  ^eghm^^  «e  have  wgenend'oeeount  ofjiijah^ 
teign  and  chffratter.  Hu  hdtit'i  Wi»  not  fierfect  Uke  JDrntt^  s  kt 
made  a^fidr  thow^  but  wanted  sincerity*  We  have  here^  hrJger 
*4Xccount  ofAbQah  /  Me  war  with  Jerobc<mf  xatd  hie  wiory  aver  Mm. 

\  ^VfO  W  in  the  eighteenth  yeaar  of  Ung  JetofaoiMii  begMi  A)n« 
8  xN  jah  to  reign  over  Jndahl  He  teamed  three  years  vtk 
Jemsalem.  His  nwithei^s  name  also  [was]  Mkhaiah  the  dau^b« 
ter  of  Uriel  of  Gibeah.  Atui  there  was  war  fae^weeb  Abijah 
and  Jeroboam  ;  in  wMch  fvrobably  Jereboa^L  woe  the  aggreeeon 
^  And  Abijah  set  the  battle  in  array  with  an  army  of  valiant  men 
of  war,  [even]  lour  hXdndred  thoiuand  chosen  men  :  Jeroboam 
also  set  \^t  t)attle  in  array  against  him  with  eight  hmidred  thc^« 
sand  thiosen  men,  [being]  mighty  meb  of  valour^  Jl^e  were 
firodigioue  anmee,  tondethig  qfthc  whole  ettengffi  of  each  kingdem. 

4  And  AlMJah  stood  up  rupda  moimt  Zeteakaimt  which  [is]  in 
mount  Ephraim ;  aflariey  woe  agreed  ufidtf  to  eee  if  the  master 
could  be  mccomSlnodatedi  and  Abijah  etoad  eo  ue  Jeroboam  and  the 
tafttaim  fnight  hear  hhn,  and  stdd,  Hear  me,  thou  Jeroboam,  and 

5  all  Israel  $  Ought  ye  not  tx>  know,  to  cormder  and  acknowledge^ 
that  the  Lord  Gdo  of  Israel  gave  the  kingdom  over  Israel  to 
David  for  evelr,  [eVen]  ti>  him  and  to  his  sons  by  a  covenant  td 

'  salt  ?  a  fierfietual  <o»enantf  'ae  wtdt  flreeervee  from,  corruption  g 
or  rather,  a  eclemnccroenttnt  made  hy  eacri/ke$^  whkh  were  alwaya 
Mtedj  Lev,  it.  13,  He  doee  not  exhort  them  to  return  to  the  houee 
o/Davidi  becauee  Ood  had  oiherwiee  detenmmd  it^  bui  not  tojighi 

$  agcdntt  it.  Yet  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Mtbat,  the  aervant  of  Solo- 
mon the  son  of  David,  is  risen  up,  and  faatb  rebelled  against  hia- 

7  lord.  And  there  are  gathered  onto  him  vam  meO)  the  children 
of  Belial  ;  thie  woe  the  charaeter  ^  hie  eul^ectef  eefiecially  the 

.  comrnantkre  ^them,  who  eamiy  changed  tMr  reUgion  gndjgtreook 

Vol.  III.      *'  Kfck     '  '  -  ■  -'   - 
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Yrocf  ;  and  Mcy  bare  streI^stbeQed  themselves  aganistReli(A}6ani 
the  son  ofSolomon)  when  Rehoboam  was  young  and  tender 
hearted,  and  <ould  nbt  withstatid  them  ;  vfhen  he  was  young 
unexfitrienced  in  atate  nmttersy  and  afieciaUy  in  insr»  and 
8  tender  hearted,  or  cowardly.*  And  now  ye  think  to  withstand 
the  kingdom  of  the  Loan  in  the  hand  of  the  sons  of  David  ;  and 

!  ye  [be]  a  great  maititude,  and  [there  are]  with  you  golden 
calves^  which  Jeroboam  made  you  for  gods  ;  or^  though  you  be  tf 
great  muttitude^  ye  have  golden  eahet  among  yoUf  and  therefore 

'  9  your  numbers  mil  not  save  yoUk  Have  ye  not  cast  oUt  the  pricats 
of  the  LoRD)  the  sons  of  Aarontimd  the  Levites,  and  have  made 

■  you  priests  after  the  manner  of  the  tiations  of  [other]  land^ 
without  any  regard  to  their  eotmtry  orfandly  f  so  that  whosoever 
Cometh  to  consecrate  himself  with  a  young  buUoGkand  seven 
rams,  [the  same]  may  be  a  priest  of  [them  that  are]  no  gods. 

to  But  as  fbf  us,  the  Lord  [is]  our  God,  and  We  have  not  forsakes 
himy  09  you  have  done  /  ( 1  Kings  xii.  28.)  and  the  priests  which 
minister  unto  the  Lorb  [are]  the  sons  of  Aaron^  and  the  Le- 
vites  [wait]  upon  [their]  business ;  his  worship,  is  maintained 

^1  and  his  service  fierfortntd  by  them  in  an  ordtrfy  itiatmer  l  An4 
they  bum  Unto  the  Loan  every  morning  and  every  evening 
burnt  sacrifices  and  sweet  incense  :  the  shew  bread  aho  [set 

•  they  in  order]  upon  the  pure  table ;  and  the  candlestick  of  gold 
with  the  lamps  thereof,  to  bum  every  evening  ;  we  omit  nothing 
which  the  law  hds  te^jnitt^d,  by  day  or  nights  It  was  fioUtic  to 
teeite  the  sevend  pttrts  of  the  temple   worship^  and  it  was  all  the 

'  good  he  had  to  sayjor  himself  i  for  we  keep  the  charge  of  thit 
LCRD  our  God,  those  rules  and  directions  which  he  has  gtoen  us 

12  in  charge  ;  but  ye  have  forsaken  him.  And  behold^  God  him- 
self [is]  with  u^  for  [our]  captahi,  and  his  priest  with  soonding 
trumpets  to  cry  alarm  against  you.  O  children  of  Israel,  fight 
ye  not  against  the  Lord  Gon  of  your  fathers  ;  for  ye  shall  not 
prosper  ;  we  pay  a  strict  regard  to  his  laws  in  war  as  well  as 

^ peace,  thertfore  ye  do  not  Jight  so  much  against  me-  as  against 
Sehffoah^ 

13  But  Jeroboam,  who  came  nbt  so  fnttch  to  argtte  as  tojight,  atid 
was  determined  that  the  longest  sword  should  carry  it,  caused  an 
ambushment  to  come  about  behind  them :  so  they  were  before 

14  Judah,  and  the  ambiishment  [was]  behind  them.f  And  whte 
Judah  iooked  back,  hearing  a  noise  behind  them,  beh<dd,  the  battle 
[was]  before  and  behind  :  and.  they  cried  tmto  the  Lord,  and 
the  priests  sounded  with  the  trumpets,  itnploring  the  divine  aidf 
and  encouraging  their  expectations  from  God^  according  to  his 

15  promise  J  Mtmb.  x.  9.    Then  the  men  of  Judah  gave  a  shout,  r» 


*  Tfif<  wn  wrenft  to  rrflect  on  Mi  fathn-.  as  it  does  not  ap|ietf  tftothe  traactdc ^_ 

for  he  raised  aii  jrmy.  and  wotildhave  attack^  them,  hnt  God  forbade  him.  It  was  njott  fi» 
h\i  purpnseropot  It  on  this  footing,  intimating,  that  he  durst  not  have  done  fct  at  any  oAet 
''  ^e,  aud  chat  hU  coudtici  wm  disin|(cnaoa«  aiid  impious. 


t  He  WAS  ^bably  so  much  moved  m  not  to  truat  to  his  nombera,  withoct  recoone  toa 

ajratoiceni,  which  hr  choiif;?)t  w;i5   \vorth  ull  Abnah's  fuir  speechrs,  and  woald  soon  ^ivca* 
aMwer  c»aU  hit  M^pmeats.    tf  apwkj  baud  Uea  agreed  upon,  it  mw  Mm  m  take  t\k  ti^ 
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tmify  the  enemyj  and  exftmt  their  amfidence  in  God ;  and  as 
the.  men  of  Judah  shoutedy  it  came  to  pass,  that  God  smoto 
Jeroboam  and  all  Israel  before  Abijah  and  Jvidah  :  he  terrified 

16  the  ItraeHtes  eo  that  they  fled  vittout  a  ttroke.  And  the  chiMren 
of  Israel  fied  befpre  Jndah  :  and  God  delivered  them  into  their 

17  hand.  And  Abijah  and  bis  peoj^e  slew  them  with  a  great 
slaughter  :  so  there  fell  doi/m  slain  of  Israel  five  hundred  thou* 

\9  sand  chosen  men.  Thus  the  children  of  Israel  were  brought 
under  at  that  time,  hut  did  not  hecome  subject  to  Judah  s  and  the 
children  of  Judah  prevailed^  because  they  relied  upon  the  Lord 

19  Gob  of  their  fathers,  and  not  upon  their  own  valour.    And  Ab!« 
;     jah  pursued  after  Jeroboam  and  took  cities  from  him,  Bethel 

with  the  towns  thereof,  and  Jeshanah  and  Ephraim  with  th^ 

20  towns  thereof.*  Neither  did  Jeroboam  recover  strength  aga'n 
in  the  dayB  of  Abijah  :  and  the  Lord  struck  bim,  and  he  dieid« 
Jerobaom  never  reetruered  this  blow  ;  the  hard  struck  Mm  m  h 
wmefitm^iddieeasey  under  which  he  languished  for  near  two  yearr^ 
and  then  died  miserably. 

21  But  Abijah  waxed  mighty,  and  married  fourteen  wives,  and 
^2  begat  twenty  and  two  sons,  and  sixteen  daughters.    And  the 

rest  of  the  acts  of  Abijah,  and  his  ways,  and  his  sayings,  or  wise 
sentences^  [are]  written  in  the  story  of  the  prophet  Iddo  :  they 
were  worth  recordinff  in  the  commentary  of  the  prophet  Iddo^  of 
whom  we  read  chap,  xn.  15. 

REFLECTIONS. 

4,  T  E  T  us  adore  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God,  in  overlooV* 
'  X^  ing  the  infirmities  and  pardoning  the  transgressions  of  his 
people*  1  £mg9  xv.  5.  David  had  many  infinnities  not  mentioned 
there  ;  the  matter  of  Uriah  is  forgiven  ;  the  manner  in  which  he 
is  spoken  of  is  remarkably  gracious  ;  and  is  an  encouragement  to 
repentance,  and  to  earnest  ende^vvours  to  serve  God  with  sincerity, 
and  not  turn  aside  from  any  thidg  which  he  commands  us.  There 
is  forgiveness  with  theey  that  thfllu  mayeat  he  feared. 

2.  It  is  a  sign  of  true  wisck^m  to  try  reason  before  force  ;  so  Abi- 
jah did.  He  proposed  term^  of  peace,  before  he  entered  on  action, 
which,  whoever  gained,  must  be  attended  with  prodigious  slaughteri 
Force  is  the  last  refuge  of  ^  king  ;  and  those  who  are  wise  and 
good  are  always  tender  of  the  lives  of  their  subjects,  and  do  not 
delight  in  war. 

3.  It  is  common  for  those  who  want  real  religion  to  boast  much 
of  the  profession  and  external  forms  of  it.  How  eloquently  Abijah 
talked  of  the  regular  order  of  the  priests,  and  the  exactness  of  the 
^rvice  of  the  temple,  when  his  heart  was  not  right  with  God,  but 
fc^owed  the  vices  of  his  father*  So  the  Pharisee  said,  God^  I  thank 
thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men.    Too  many  christians  thus  boast  of 

« 

*  ItU  \ikdy  tba^dbeeUf  wMcairiedwiih  tlieai*  and toeorad  bf  tome  who  Bei*  or wa^ 
imoved  finoRi  Bethel  for  tarety }  for  wc  cu  scarce  suppose  that  when  Abijah  took  the  cior  » 
ht  would  have  left  it  there. 
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tbe&r  ceily  die  fiegiiiiuity  of  thdc  aiteajdaiifieoft  diirhie  worsbip^  and 
coEacta^ft  in  all  points  of  fcrm  and  oaresofioy)  «hUe  thcdr  hearts, 
are  &r 'from  Godt  and  strangei^to  the  li^  af  seligion  :  the^  think 
theniteWaabettnr  tium  others,  when,  peshaps,  they  are  veallj  move 
diiainfil  in.  the  sight  a£  Godi.  £e  not  dtcerv$dy  God  wlhua  he  mocJt-^ 
aA  If  tiie  heavt  be  not  i^mght,  ailprofessian  is  in  vua ;  they  are^ 
liypoGiitBS.  in  bean  :  lei  them  be  ever  60>  exact  in  the  rites  orwor-^ 
afaip,  or  talk  eiser  so  fiamtlf,  ar  etoqaeatif,  or  ccAfidenUf  of 
aara  goodnasa;  CAry  ^rt  an  a^omnadon  in  the  mghi  ^Qod. 


CHAR    XIV.  and  CHAR    XV. 

« 

Jhthkpndtk&foUomng'eAafiter  we  haioe  an  aeeHtnt  ef  Ju^fdeiy 
mndprttdenee  i  Ma  great  auceeta  over  the  army  of  the  MiMafHene  ^ 

.  ihe  meeaage  God  aent  ^  4Ae  ftrofiha,  and  the  ha^  ^tHilheut 
vpon  the^/ifinee  andfieofile^ 

1  OO  Abijah  slept  vrith  his  fathers,  i^nd  they  buried  him  in  the 
O"  city  of  David  :  and  Asa  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead*    In 

3  his  days  the  land  was  quiet  ten  years.  And  Asa  did  [that  which 
was]  good  and  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Load  his  Godj.  and  Afgan. 

3  a  refdrmaiwn  in  the  land  .*-  For  he  took  away  the  aliars  af  the- 
strange  [gods,]  and  the  high  places  ofatrange  goda^  (Jor  other 
highfUacea  were  le/iy  chafi,  xv.   17.  I  Kinga  xT..  14.)  and  brake 

4  down  the  images,  and  cut  down  the  groves :  And  oommanded 
Judah,  by  a  royal  edicts  to  seek'the  Lord  Gon  of  their  fathers^ 

5  and  to  do  the  Taw  and  the  commandment.  Also  he  took  away^ 
out  of  all  the  cities  of  Judah  the  high  places  and  the  images  % 
and  the  kingdom  was  quiet  before  him  ;  ao  that  no  one  made  am^ 

%  ofifiosition  to  hia  attemfit.  And  he  built  fenced  cities  i«  Judah  t- 
for  the  land  had  rest,  and  he  had  no  war  in  those  years ;  because- 

T  theLoRD^had  given  him  rest.  Therefore  he  said  unto  Judah,  Let 
OS  build  these  cities  and  make  about  [them]  walls,  and  towers^ 
gates,  and  bars,  [while]  the  land  [is]  yet  before  us,  let  tta  fire* 
Jiare  Jor  war  bejbre  the  enemy  ttttack  U9  ;  because  we  hava 
sought  the  Loan  our  God,  we  have  sought  [him,]  and  he  hath 
given  us  test  on  every  side.  So  they  built  and  prospered  ;  they 
had  no  disturbance  from  the  laixteHtea  or  other  neighbouraj  vHk- 
they  were  thtia  fortifying  themaelvea. 

S  And  Asa  had  an  army  [of  men]  that  bare  targets  and  spean, 
out  of  Judah  three  hundred  thousand  ;  and  out  of  Benjamio^ 
that  bare  sluelds  and  drew  bows,  two  hundred  and  four  score 
thousand  r  all  these  [were]  mighty  men  of  valour. 

9      And  there  came  out  against  them  Zerah  the  Ethiopian,*  with 

an  host  of  a  thousand  thousand,  and  three  hundred  chariots  ; 

iO  and  came  unto  Mareshah,  a  frontier  town.    Then  Asa  went  oat 

• 

*  This  thoaldW  the  Ar<tMan,  tht  Etbiopijmi  beins  too  i^  oflT;  the  clrramstanc«  tf  tbe 
tctttt  »d  cattle,  n*  1 5«  confirms  this. 
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f  ^  -mgftinst  iiim»  and  thtj  tet  the  battle  in  amy  lit  the  vaUcjr  of 

i  Zephathah  at  Mftrcshab  ;  4w  ttuatM  kirn  Pif^rt  he  had  mimk^ 

\  %\  td  tht  land.    And  Asa  cfiecl  anto  the  Loan  bia  God)  and  said^ 

.  Loi.n,  [it  b]  noihiag  with  tbee  to  help,  whether  with  manf  ,  or 
.    antk  them  that  hstre  no  power  ;  help  us,  O  Laa^eiir  Qed^  for 
t  we  reat  en  thee,  and  in  thjr  name  we  go  againat  thia  multitude. 

f  O  Lofto,  thou  [art]  our  Qod ;  let  not  man  preTail  against  thee. 

-      Jm  offered  Mt>  9hort  hut  comfurtheimve  prtttfer  m  ih^Jace  of  the 
/army^  e:ctire9nfig  their  truti  in  Qod*s  fwyper^  their  etuourag§^ 
ment  bteame  he  fast  their  Gody  and  would  dtfend  Mm  onn  reli^m 
W  and  hie  ovn  eauee.    So  the  Loan  amote,  or  struck  terrormio  the 
Ethiopians  l)efore  Asa,  .and  before  Judah  ;  and  the  Ethioplax^ 
-IS  fled.    And  Aae  and  the  people  that  [were]  with  him  pursued 
them  unto  Gerar,  a  city  of  the  PhiUatinee^  v^  vftre  firobabljf 
atOee  :  and  the  Ethiopiana  were  ov^lhrewn,  that  thcf  Could  not 
recoter  themsel'vea,  nor  rally  their  foreee  ;  for  they  were  des- 
troyed before  the  Lonn  and  before  bis  host ;  and  they,  Jaa^a 
i4  army 9  carried  away  very  much  ap<Ml.    And  they  anv>te  ail  the 
cities  round  about  Gerar  ;  for  the  fear  of  the  Loan,  a  terror 
Jrom  Godf  came  upon  them  :  and  they  spoiled  all  the  cities  ; 
f<M*  there  was  exceeding  much  spoil  in  them,  ^ich  they  had 
IS  taken  from  the  countries  tJiey  had  ravaged.    They  smote  also  the 
tents  of  cattle,  the  tenta  in  which  the  Jrahiam  livedo  and  carried 
away  sheep  and  camels  in  abundancCf  which  were  veri/  common 
among  them^  and  retiumed  to  Jerusalem,  « 

1  Chap.  XV.    And  the  spirit  of  God  came  upon  Aaariah  the 

2  son  of  Oded  :  And  he  went  out  to  meet  Asai  not  to  con^liment^ 
but  exhort  Asm,  lest  he  and  thefieofile  ehould  he  pmffed  yfi  with  thia 
victory  and  dacken  their  diligence^  and  said  unto  him,  Hear  ye 
jne,  Asa,  and  alt  Judah  and  Benjamin  ;  The  Lord  is  with 
you,  while  ye  be  with  biro  ;  and  if  ye  seek  him,  worMfi  Idtn 
vnfy,  he  will  be  found  of  you  ;  but  fireeume  not  on  hie  favour 
without  thieyfor  if  ye  forsake  him*  he  will  forsake  you  ;  if  you 
abandon  hie  worehi/i  and  fall  into  a/ioetaey,  he  will  caet  you  ^ 

S  Then  fgilowe  an  iiluafration  qf  thie  :  Now  for  a  long  aeason 
Israel  [hath  been]  without  the  true  God,  and  without  a  teaching 

4  priest,  and  without  law.^  But  when  they  in  their  trouble  did 
turn  unto  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  and  sought  him,  he  waa 
found  of  them,  Cae  Judges  ill.  9,  15.  x.  16.   1  Sam.  vii.  4,  ^c) 

5  And  in  those  times  [there  was]  no  peace  to  him  that  went  out^ 
nor  to  him  that  came  in,  but  great  vexations  [were]  upon  all  the 

6  inhabitants  of  the  countries.  And  nation  was  destroyed  of  na- 
tion, and  city  of  city,  one  fiart  qftheftecfile  qf  Israel  destroyed 
another  :  for  God  did  vex  them  with  all  adversity :  ttfum  this  the 

7  firofihet  grounds  his  advice.  Be  ye  strong  therefore  in  rooting 
out  idoliUryj  and  let  not  your  hands  be  weak  :  for  your  work 
shall  be  rewarded  ;  as  you  may  learn  from  this  signal  victory  you 

8  have  obtained.    And  when  Asa  heard  these  words,  and  the 

*  Seme  t!ttnk  tliat  this  refers  to  thf  itate  of  die  kingdom  of  Tsraci  at  that  time,  at  «^ 
ante  from  that  of  Jsiah*  Othcn^  to  tho  %rMc.a«iea  of  tU  Jc wt  w  ^  tUae  af  Uw  Jfudset* 
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Vfkith  he  JMmi  brmighf  to  ikeMu$e  tfG^  Mi  tbtt  he  him* 

delf  had  dedicated,  silver,  and  gold)  and  vesaela,  v>/dch  he  hadja- 
t9  kenjrom  the  Arabiam,    And  there  was  bo  [m<»re]  war  unto  ihc 
five  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Aaa. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  *nr^ HOSE  who  reaoliiidjr  ^et  about  refennationf  will prob- 
X  ably  meet  with  less  dtficulties  thui  they  inagine,  v,  5. 
It  is  discoiingiflig  to  many,  wJitD  they  think  others  aite  gone  tod 
fur  to  mendt  m  there  is  no  room  to  hope  $  but  let  not  such  be  dis* 
^puinged ;  vice  way  be.  wc^erv  and  a  dispasitkn  to  amend  atrongei^ 
Iban  we  imagine.  God  may  succeed  our  endewvoiirs.  Tkongh 
ittiqmty  •hmdd  abmrnd^  let  not  mir  kfve  wax  cold  /  at  leastlet  us  do 
oinr.duty  and  leave  the  event  to  God. 

S.  Our  rest  and  peace  ought  to  be  thaokfolly  aetoowfodged^  MiL^ 
carefully  improved  :  Asa  did  so,  v.  6, 7.  We  shonld  own  the  han^ 
of  God  in  public  rest,  in  the  peace  and  comfort  of  om*  fiimilies,  lE 
<iur  ease  of  body  and  qukmess  of  nund,  and  improve  it  to  work  the 
works  of  God)  to  grow  in  wisdom  and  holiness,  and  exert  ourselves 
to  do  gpod^ 

S.  Whatever  enenues  attack  us,  let  us  encourage  ourselves  in 
the  almighty  power  of  God,  as  Asa  did,  v.  1 1 .  JVe  vre^tie  not  vkh 
Jie%h  and  dioodj  hut  with  firmdfiaUtiet  and  fwmerw.  Without  art 
JightmgB^  and  within  are  /ear9  /  but  let  us  still  remember  his 
strength  ;  that  we  are  fighting  m  his  cause  ;  and  therefore  put 
Mr  trust  in  him ;  and  not  fear  what  earth  or  hett  can  do  against  us. 

4.  We  learn,  that  God  will  be  with  us  while  we  are  with  him. 
thafi.  XY.  9.  He  will  not  forsake  the  souls  that  seek  him  and  cleave 
to  him.  Ifweforeake  Mm,  what  can  we  expect  but  that  he  will  fit' 
mke  us.  Let  this  engage  us  to  be  active  Mid  resolute  in  religion  : 
it  is  not  without  its  reward,  v,  7.  it  brings  present  peace  and  joy^ 
and  hope  of  a  glorious  reward  hereafter. 

5.  Those  who  would  seek  God,  so  as  to  find  him,  must  do  it 
with  their  whole  hearts^  v,  12.  must  seek  him  by  fenrent,  constant 
prayer  ;  seek  his  favour  by  a  course  of  piety,  make  heartwotk  of 
religion,  and  engage  all  the  powers  of  the  soul  to  serve  God  \  iat 
Ibus  only  will  they  be  accepted  of  him. 

^.  It  is  wise  to  enter  into  solemn  engagements  to  be  the  Lord'bf 
and  to  renew  them  with  cheerfulness  and  joy.  It  is  proper  at  aQ 
^mes,  to  prevent  temptations,  and  to  keep  us  resolute ;  but  espec* 
tally  in  times  of  degeneracy,  when  we  have  bad  examines  and  many 
temptations  abcnit  us,  we  should  renew  them  cheerfully.  The  peo- 
ple of  Ju^kh  were  not  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  let  all  know  that  they 
were  for  God.  Times  of  sacramental  engagements  should  be  times 
^  rejoicing  in  the  goodness  of  God.  Tlnsy  are  pledges  of  his  krvci 
means  of  holiness,  and  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  eternal  life.  We 
99t  taught, 

7.  Not  to  regard  our  wicked  relations,  when  we  are  engaged  in 
Ibe  cause  of  God  and  religion.    So  Asa  acted  in  the  case  of  his 
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gnssdtnt^tr ;  ttdtlitt  h^t  fttthoAtfj  heft  ag«,  her  seiCy  ii6r  bn  tt>li* 
gati^Q?  to  hei*,  prerented  hitn  frt>tti  rettooving;  fa^f  •  Let  tstir  rdor* 
Hultiotk  beis;iti  hk  htime  ;  let  tis  mind  first  otar  own  femily,  andooC 
9|>are  sih  in  the  nearest  relative  or  dearest  friend.  Thit  trill  IktiW 
^bat  our  heart  is  tiphght*  and  we  shall  not  be  ashamed. 


CHAP.  xvr.  . 

€«njMred  irith  1  Stig*  chap.  xr.  85,  to  ^  etid. 

'Jki^  tonjid^nte  (h  the  king  9f  Bytiai  the  meetogt  of  A  profihet  i» 
Khms  on  dtewau  of  hi9  eonfidente  i  mth  the  close  if  tide  reign  mtS 

death. 

S  TN  the  six  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa*  fiaaslia  long 
JL  of  Israel  came  up  against  Judah,  and  builty  orfortijieti,  Ra* 
inah)  to  the  intent  that  he  might  let  none  go  out  or  come  in  to 
Asa  king  of  Judah.  Beivg  a  frontier  town  it  cut  off  the  comntu* 
ideation^  and  wa«  a  filacc  they  could  not  easily  fiase  tuitAotu  diecov 

3  ery.  Then  Asa  brought  out  silver  and  gold  out  of  the  trcaisuTea 
of  the  bouse  of  the  Loa »  and  of  the  king's  house*  and  sent  to 

3  Benhadad  king  of  Syria,  that  dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying,  [There 
is]  a  league  between  me  and  thee,  as  [there  was]  between  mf 
&ther  and  thy  father :  behold,  I  have  sent  thee  silver  and  gold  ; 
go»  break  thy  league  with  Baasha  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may 

4  depart  from  me.t  And  Benhadad  hearkened  unto  king  Asa» 
and  sent  the  captains  of  his  armies  against  the  cities  of  &ael ; 

>  and  they  smote  Ijon,  and  I)an,  and  Abelmaim,  mid  all  the  store 
cities  of  Naphtali :  Benhadad  attacked  Baaaha  in  the  north^  tifkile 

5  he  fortified  Bamah  in  the  south.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ba* 
asha  beard  [it,]  that  he  left  off  building  of  Ramah,  and  let  hit 

6  work  cease  ;  it  had  the  deeired  effects  Then  Asa  the  king  took 
all  Judah  ;  and  they  carried  away  the'stones  of  Ramah,  and  the 
timber  thereof,  wherewith  Baasha  was  building,  and  he  built 
therewith  Geba  and  Mizpah,  fortified  his  oi»n  frontier  roon«.\l 

7  And  at  tliat  time  Hanani  the  seer  came  to  Asa  king  of  Judah, 
and  said  unto  him.  Because  thou  hast  relied  on  the  king  of  Syria, 
and  not  relied  on  the  Loan  thy  God,  who  hadfirondeed  him  eve* 
cess  if  he  continued  obedient  and  faithful,  therefore  is  the  host  of 
the  king  of  Syria  escaped  out  of  thine  hand,  tmd  reserved  to  be  a 
ecourge  to  thy  kingdom  and  posterity  hereafter  j  vjhereas  if  he  bad 

*  Hierr  if  a  retnwicxhie  dVffrffeiioe  between  the  date  of  thband  tht  lanQel  plxee  in: 
MStin.    Here  it  if  taiii,  in  the  thirty  iixthyear  rf  Aid'f  reign  f  Joscphua  sayt  in  thettoetttr 
UMtfu   There  is  either  «  mistake  in  some  early  traiiscribtr,  or  thcT  compote  from  diflerenC- 
l^iodSf  the  death  of  the  possessor,  the  establishment  of  the  empire,  or  some  renarkahlc  ac« 
tion.  as  wa*  the  c<tse  of  some  Greeic  aftd  Rqtnan  enkperora    do  aagortak  Itts  three  diferoK 
iperiods  asiifned  Uim  by  three  diffci'ent  historians. 

t  This  was  held  lawful  in  cases  ot  great  necessity;  Mai  there  wai  no  necessity  to  use 
Aete  treasures  now  ;  the  thing  was  evil  in  ltt«lf,  ic  was  done  Iram  a  ted  praatpte*  aeAtm* 
Md  end,  to  make  Benliadrid  violate  the  pobUc  faitli.,  •  ,         •  '* 

I  Sofcarfiil  was  Asa  lest  Baisha  should  a«ize  his  kinerdom.  thmhrnade  a  s^fiiS  £«re 
tlfdff  V'**'^  r  porhapt  to  hide  hiiuself  and  his  treasurea*  Jcr.  »U.  o. 


I 
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li  .Joined  with  Baa»ha  ag<an%t  thecy  thou  nhoulde^t  have  cveffhtwm 

B  9  them  both.    Were  not  the  Ethiopians  and  the  Lubims*  a  huge 

^  host,  with  rerymany  chariots  and  horsemen  ?  yet,  because  thou 

i  9  didst  rely  on  the  Lord,  he  delivered  them  into  thine  hand.    For 

the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  eartht 

to  show  himself  strong  in  the  behalf  of  [them]  whose  heart  [is] 

5  perfect  toward  him.     This  ia  the  general  conduct  of  Providence  ^ 

hU  power  and  might  are  emfiloyed  in  behalf  of  those  (hat  are  ufi" 

right.    Herein  thou  hast  done  foolishly :  therefore  from  hence- 

10  forth  thou  shall  have  wars.t    Then  Asa  was  wroth  with  the  seer^ 

^  and  put  him  in  a  prison  house,  {tndin  the  stocks^  whereas  he  ought 

to  have  thanked  him^  for  [he  was]  in  a  rage  with  him  because  of 

this  [thing.]    And  Asa  oppressed  [some]  of  the  people  the,^ame 

time  ;  he  grew  tyrannical  in  general^  or  else  he  pvmahed  eome  qf 

those  who  afifieared  in  behalf  of  the  prophet. 

I  1 1      And,  behold,  the  acts  of  Asa,  first  and  last,  lo,  they  [are]  writ* 

\  13  ten  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Israti.    And  Asa  in 

\  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign  was  diseased  in  his  feet» 

I  until  his  disease  [was]  exceeding  [great,]  yet  in  his  disease  he 

[  •   sought  not  to  the  Loan,  but  to  the  physicians  ;  trusted  to  their 

skill  and  power j  more  than  to  the  goodness  of  Go(/.|] 
I  IS      And  Asa  slept  with  his  Others,  and  died  in  the  one  and  fortieth. 

I  14  year  of  his  reign.    And  they  buried  him  in  his  own  sepulchresy 

I  which  he  had  made  for  himself  in  the  city  of  David»  a  vault 

I  which  he  had  made  for  himself  and  family  among  the  kings^  and 

I  laid  him  in  the  bed  which  was  filled  with  sweet  odours  and  divers 

I  kinds  [of  spices]  prepared  by  the  apothecaries'  art :  and  they 

i  made  a  very  great  burning  for  him  cf  sweet  perfumes^  in  honour 

.  to  his  remains  ;  which  was  also  customary  among  the  Greeks  and 

I  Homansm 

I  *«*  Before  tbe  Rcatctiopt  read  i  Kings  chap.  sr.  25*  to  Ike  end. 

i 

j  REFLECTIONS- 

\  K  "XXT^S  infer,  that  trust  in  God  is  a  reasonable  and  important 

\  V  V    duty  ;  and  be  is  justly  displeased  with  those  that  do  not 

'  irely  upon  him.    Thus,  because  Asa  relied  not  on  God,  especially 

^  after  such  extraorctinary  appearanoes  of  his  power  and  goodness  in 

\  his  behalf,  he  brought  wars  and  heavy  judgments  upon  him.    Cttrsed 

\  U  the  man  thai  makethjlesh  his  arm^  <md  whose  heart  departethfrom 

t  the  Lord. 

'  S.  A  belief  of  God's  providence,  and  experience  of  his  goodnessf 

should  excite  us  to  trust  in  him  for  the  ftrture.  Thus  he  reminds 
Asa  ;  Were  not  the  Ethiopians  a  great  host  f  yet  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  thy  hand*    The  eyes  qfthe  Lord  run  to  cMJro  throi^houi 

*  TV  lidttbttMtts  eftyUft  in  Africa. 

t  It  wu  taid  A*a  wm  perftct  all  hit  dm*  Me  eh.  xr.  17,  that  it,  with  regvd  to  Ui  ceil 
■fiinit  iddatry ;  for  chert  were  wsmAj  bleniihet  in  hia  moral  conduct. 

I  S<mthiiiklhitvwapinidimentfi)rotiiiKtfaepnphrtMitt;tMita«iMddv|nrM^ 
ftet»aiidOodnowQiadehimacrl|iplek  •       r-  r-»  r^     . 

Vol.  hi.  LI  I 
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the  whole  earth,  tt  ahovf  hitMelf  strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  vhonehewn 
Ufierfect  toward  him,  God  has  appeared  for  us  in  six  and  in  screa 
troubles  ;  it  is  therefore  unreasonable  to  distrust  him.  He  is  qukk 
sighted  \  sees  our  wants  and  dai^rs  in  a  moment  \  and  is  ready  to 
help  us.  Let  us  therefore  tntst  in  the  Lord  fir  ever^for  in  the  JUard 
Jehovah  t»  everlasting  strengths 

3.  How  difficult  is  it  even  for  good  me&  to  bear  plain  and  usdal 
reproof  t  Asa  was  an.  enemy  to  idolatry,  and  had  a  veneration  in  gen* 
eral  for  the  prophets ;  but  he  was  angry  at  Hanani  the  prophet,  and 
oppressed  him  for  telling  him  the  truths  Pride  is  too  predominant 
in  those  who  in  the  main  are  good  men ;  therefi^e  they  account 
those  enemies  that  deal  plainly  with  them :  but  it  is  an  unhappy 
temper,  very  uncomfortat^e  to  ministers,  and  dangerous  to  them* 
selves  ;  and  it  ought  cautiously  to  be  guarded  against* 

4.  Those  who  are  sick  and  painedy  are  in  danger  of  being  firetfiil 
and  peevish,  and;ihould  carefully  watch  against  it.  It  is  generally 
supposed  that  it  was  Asa^s  disorder  which  made  him  abuse  the  pro-* 
phet,  and  oppresa  Ki»  people.  Let  ua  guard  ouv  hearta  when  visated 
with  pain  and  sickness,  lest  we  icre  tempted  to  murmur  against  God» 
and  behave  in  a  fretfiii  manner  with  men.  Let  thoae  who  have  siich 
infirmities  watch  and  pray,  lest  at  s«ch  ttmes  they  enter  into  temp* 
tation. 

5 .  The  help  of  creatures  shocdd  sdways  be  sought  with  a  depend-* 
ence  on  God.  Asa  did  right  in  seeking  after  a  physician  ;  there 
wa3  no  blame  for  that ;  but  he  is  justly  ^med  for  not  seekbiig  the 
Lord.  All  creatures^  ai%  that  to  us  which  God  makes  them.  Skil- 
ful physicians  are  but  instruntents  m  hid^  hands,  and  should  be  used 
and  acknowledged  as  such.  All  second  causes  are  under  hb  direc- 
tion ;  without  him  physicians  are  of  no  value*.  Therefoma  our  eyi^ 
should  be  ever  toward  the  Lord,  to  bless  the  rneaa^  used  ;  and  we 
should  own  his  hand  in  every  suoceat  and  every  disappoxntBoent. 

6.  Honour  should  be  done  to  ^e  vemuns  and  memory  of  good 
men,  though  they  may  have  had  their  foibksvand  bleonslies.  The 
people  were  sensible  of  Asa's  worthy,  and  made  ^  great  durfiing/br 
him^  So  we  should  forget  the  errors  of  anchy  anddo  honoisr  to  their 
virtues*  \  especially  to  those  who  have  been  puUidy  and  extensively 
nseful.    The  memory  qf  the  just  should  be  blessed* 

CHAP.  xvn. 

Contains  the  eharacter  qf  J^hoshatihat^  and  the  method  he  took  tofiro^ 

mote  reUgion* 

1     /t  N  D  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned  iiv  his  stead,  and  strwigth'* 

3  JLjL  ened  himself  against  Israeh  And  he  placed  forces  in  ali 
the  fenced  cities  of  Ji^ah,  and  set  garrisons  in  the  land  of  Judafar 
and  in  the  cities  of  Ephraim,  which  Asa  his  father  had  taken* 

S  And  the  Lonn  %vas  with  Jehoshaphat,  because  he  walked  in  the 

4  first  ways  of  hia  &ther  David,  and  sought  not  unto  Baalim  i.  But 
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wmglit  to  the  [Lord]  God  of  his  fathers  and  walked  in  his  com- 

'  f  mandments,  and  not  after  the  doings  of  IsraeL  Therefore  th« 
Lord  stablished  the  kingdom  in  his  hand ;  and  all  Judah  brought 
to  Jehoshaphat  presents ;  and  he  had  riches  and  honour  in  abun- 
4  dance.  And  his  heart  was  lifted  up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  <: 
/te  became  zeahta  and  very  courageous  in  Go<p9  cauae,  hia  heart 
deifig  lifted  vfi  abcfve  aH  discouragements j  diffictdtifs^  and  fears  ? 
moreover  he  took  away  the  high  places  and  groves  out  of  Judab, 
therein  idois  vfere  vwski/^ed. 
7  Also  ro  the  third  year  of  hts  reign  he  sent  to  his  princesi 
[even]  to  Benhail,  and  to  Obadiah,  and  to  Zechariah,  and  to  Ne* 

'  t  thaneel,  and  to  Michaiah,  to  teach  in  the  cities  of  Judah.  And 
with  them  [he  sent]  Levites,  [even]  Shemaiah^  and  Nethaniaht 
and  Zebadiah,  and  Asahel,  and  Shemiramoth)  and  Jehonathan, 
and  Adonijahy  and  Tdbijali,  and  Tobadonijah,  Levites  ;  and 
*§  with  them  EUshama  and  Jehoraniy  priests.*  And  they  taught 
in  Judah,  and  [had]  the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  with  themy 
and  went  about  throughout  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  taught 
the  people.  He  soon  found  the  good  effects  ofthis^  in  the  flrosfier' 
Uy  of  his  kingdom^  and  in  presents  from  neighbouring  nations, 

10  And  the  fear  of  the  Lono  fell  upon  aU  the  kingdoms  of  the 
lands  that  [were]  round  about  Judah,  so  that  they  made  no  war 

i  1  agdnst  Jehoshaphat.  Also  [some]  of  the  Philistines  brought 
Jehoshaphat  presents*  and  tribute  silver ;  und  the  Arabians 
brought  him  fiocks,  seven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  rams* 
and  seven  thousand  «nd  seven  hundred  he  goats. 

12  And  Jehoshaphat  waxed  great  exceedingly  ;  and  he  built 

1 3  in  Judah  castles^  and  cities  of  store.  And  he  had  much  business 
in  the  cities  of  Judah  :  and  the  men  of  war,  mighty  men  of 

14  valour,  [were]  in  Jerusalem^  And  these  [are]  the  numbers  of 
them  according  to  the  house  of  their  fathers :  Of  Judah,  the 
captains  of  thousands ;    Adnah  the  chief,  and  with  him  mighty 

\S  men  of  valour -three  htmdred  thousand.  And  next  to  him 
[was]  Jehohanan  the  captain,  and  with  him  two  hundred  ani 

16  four  score  thousand.  And  next  him  [was]  Amasiah  the  son 
of  Zichri,  who  willingly  offered  himself  unto  the  Lord  ;  and 

17  with  him  two  hundred  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour.  And 
of  Benjamin  ;  Eliada  a  mighty  man  of  valour,  and  with  him 

15  armeci  men  with  bow  and  shield  two  hundred  thousand.  And 
next  him  [was]  Jehozabad,  and  with  him  an  hundred  and  four 

19  score  thousand  veady  prepared  for  the  war.  These  waited  on 
the  king,  beside  [those]  whom  the  king  put  in  the  fenced  citiea 
throughout  all  Judah. 


*  "nkelAvilH  and  priectt  only  wer«  to  tcacb  the  law  *  \mt  the  prkicci 

Svec  that  it  wai  done,  to  pooUh  obstinate  ofiendert  and  kmifn^  !•  S*vt 
tlMtroctor^  asAikiwiitv  to  the  work. 


prkicctwcot  wlththenu 
.    tub  obstinate  oOenden  and  adfllaitit.  I 
asAikiwiity 
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CHAP.  xvni. 

•«*  TbUCliBpter  ii, iaa  great  meantt,  the umt  at  i  Klnit,  diapter  %tIL 


Jchothaphat  g(iC9  mth  Mad  against  Eamothgilead  s  jihab^  seduced  %r 

Jtdse  pTopheUy  i$  sUdn. 

'  1  ''^r  O  W  Jehoshaphat  had  riches  axvd  honour  in  abundaDcef 
d  XN  and  joined  affinity  with  Ahab.  And  afler  [certadn]  year^ 
be  went  down  to  Ahab  to  Samaria.  And  Ahab  killed  sheep  and 
oxen  for  him  in  abundance,  and  for  the  people  that  [he  had^ 
with  him)  and  persuaded  him  to  go  up  [with  him]  to  Ramotb* 
S  gilead.  And  Ahab  kisg-  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat  king-  of 
Jttdah,  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  Ramothgilead  ?  And  he  an*- 
swered  him,  I  [am]  as  thou  [art,]  and  my  people  as  thy  people  9 
and  [we  will  be}  with  thee  in  the  war. 

4  And  Jehoshaphat  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  Inquire,  T  pray 

5  thee,  at  the  woixi  of  the  Lord  today.  Therefore  the  king  of 
Israel  gathered  together  of  prophets  four  hundred  men,  and 

*  said  unto  them,  Shall  we  go  to  Ramothgilead  to  battle,  or  shall 
I  forbear  ?  And  they  sai^  Go  up ;  for  God  will  deliver  [it]  ii^ 
to  the  king's  hand*. 

6  But  Jehoshaphat  said,  [Is  there]  not  here  a  prophet  of  tb« 
'.  7  Lord  beside,  that  we  might  inquire  of  him  ?  And  the  kins^  of 

Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  [There  is]  yet  one  man,  by  whons 
we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord  :  but  I  hate  him  ;  for  he  never 
prophesied  good  unto  me,  but  always  evil :  the  same  [is]  Ml« 
caiah  the  son  of  Imla.  And  Jehoshaphat  said,  Let  not  the  king  - 
S  say  so.  And  the  king  of  Israel  called  for  one  [of  his]  officerst 
9  and  said,  Fetch  quickly  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imhi.  And  the  king 
(^Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judahsat  either  of  them  on 
his  throne,  clothed  m  [their]  robes,  and  they  sat  in  a  void  place 
at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  of  Samaria ;  «nd  all  the  prophets 

10  prophesied  before  them.  And  Zedekiah  the  son  of  ChenaanaH 
had  made  him  horns  of  iron,  and  said.  Thus  saith  the  hoKj^ 

11  With  these  thou  shalt  push  Syria  until  they  be  consumed.  And 
all  the  prophets  prophesied  so,  saying.  Go  up  to  Ramoihgilead» 
and  prosper  s  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  [it]  into  the  hand  of  the 

13  king.  And  the  messenger  that  went  to  call  Micaiah  spake  to 
him,  saying.  Behold,  the  words  of  the  prophets  [declare]  good 
to  the  king  with  one  assent ;  let  thy  word  therefore,  I  pray 

1$  thee,  be  like  one  of  theirs,  and  speak  thou  good.  And  Micaiah 
said,  [As  the  Lord  fiveth,  even  what  my  God  saith,  that  will  I 

)4  speak.  And  when  he  was  come  to  the  king,  the  king  said  unto 
him,  Micaiah,  shall  we  go  to  Ramothgilead  to  battle,  or  shall  I 
forbear  ?  And  he  said,  Go  ye  up,  and  prosper,  and  they  shall  b« 

Is  delivered  into  your  hand.  And  the  king  said  to  him,  How  ma^ 
ny  times  shall  I  adjnfe  thee  that  thou  say  nothing  but  the  truth 

16  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  f  Then  he  said,  I  did  see  all 
Israel  scattered  upon  the  mountasns,  as  sheep  that  have  lib' shep- 
herd :  and  the  Loan  said}  These  have  no  master ;  kt  them 
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17  return  [therefore]  every  man  to  his  house  in  peace.  And 
the  king  of  Isreal  said  to  Jehoshaphat,  Did  I  not  tell  thee  [that] 

18  he  would  not  prophesy  good  unto  me)  but  evil  1  Again  he  said| 
Therefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting 

-    upon  his  throne»  and  all  the  host  of  heaven  standing  on  his  right 

19  iiand  and  [on]  his  left.  And  the  Lord  said>  Who  shall  entice 
Ahab  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Ramoth* 
gilead  ?  And  one  spake  saying  after  this  manner,  and  another 

SO  saying  after  that  manner.    Then  there  came  out  a  spirit,  and 

31  stood  before  the  Lord,  and  said,  I  win  entice  him.  And  the 
Load  said  unto  him.  Wherewith  ?  And  he  said,  I  will  go  out, 
and  be  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets.  And  [the 
Lord]  said,  Thou  shalt  entice  [him,]  and  thou  shalt  also  prevail  t 

32  go  out,  and  do  [even]  so.  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord 
hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  these  thy  prophets,  and 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil  against  thee. 

^3  Then  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah,  came  near,  and  smo^ 
Micaiah  upon  the  cheek,  and  said.  Which  way  went  the  Spirit 

24  of  the  Lord  from  me  to  speak  unto  thee  ?  And  Micaiah  said» 
Behold,  thou  shalt  see  on  that  day  when  thou  shalt  go  into  an 

S5  inner  chamber  to  hide  thyself.  Then  the  king  of  Israel  sakl, 
Take  ye  Micaiah,  and  carry  him  back  to  Amon  the  governor  jof 

3^6  the  city,  and  to  Joash  the  king's  son  ;  And  say,  Thussaith  tbe 
king,  Put  this  [fellow]  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread 
of  Miction  and  with  water  of  alHictioQ,  until  I  return  in  peace* 

27  And  Micaiah  said.  If  thou  certainly  return  in  peace,  [then]  hath 
not  the  Lord  spoken  by  me.  And  he  said,  Hearkeny  dl  ye 
people. 

28  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  wsnt 

29  up  to  Ramothgilead.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehosh- 
aphat, I  will  disguise  myself,  and  will  go  to  the  battle  ;  but  put 
thou  on  thy  robes.    So  the  king  of  Israel  disguised  himself  ; 

90  and  they  went  to  the  battle.  Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  com- 
manded the  captains  of  the  chariots  that  [were]  with  him,  say- 
ing, Fight  ye  not  with  small  or  great,  save  only  with  the  king 

31  of  Israel.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  captains  of  the  char- 
iots saw  Jehoshaphat,  that  they  said,  It .  [is]  the  king  of  Israel. 
Therefore  they  compassed  about  him  to  fight :  but  Jehoshaphat 
cried  out,  and  the  Lord  helped  him  ;  and  God  moved  them 

32  [to  depart]  from  him.  For  it  came  to  pass,  that,  when  the  cap* 
tains  of  the  chariots  perceived  that  it  was  not  the  king  of  Israeli 
they  turned  back  again  from  pursuing  him. 

33  And  a  [certain]  man  drew  a  bow  at  a  venture,  and  smote  tbt 
king  of  Israel  between  the  joints  of  the  harness  :  Uierefore  lie 
said  to  his  chariot  man.  Turn  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest  carry 

14  me  out  of  the  host ;  for  I  am  wounded.  And  the  battle  in- 
creased that  day  :  howbeit  th^  king  of  Israel  stayed  [himsdfl 
up  in  [his]  chariot  against  the  Syrians  until  the  even ;.  and 
about  the  time  of  the  sun  going  down  be  died. 
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CHAP.    XDC. 

Jeho»hafihaf%  return  to  M%  kingdom  ;  u  reproved  hy  a  prophet  fir 
Ma  alUanee  with  Ahab  i  and  appcinto  magtstfatee  in  the  land. 

1  /%  ND  Jehoshaphat  the  \dngii^tZ\id9\\ybeif^deiroeredJprom 
jLjL  thai  imminent  darker  he  was  iny  ch.  xTiii.  S 1 ,  33.  retmned 

9  to  his  house  in  peace  or  safety  to  Jennaletn.  And  Jehu  the  son 
of  Hanani  the  seer  went  out  to  meet  him  before  he  came  to  the 
city^  that  being  thus  admonUhedy  he  might  be  more  aenubie  of  the 

foodneao  of  God  in  Mo  deliverance^  an4  said  to  king  JehosfaaphaiU 
houldst  thoa  help  the  ungodly^  and  love  them  that  hate  th» 
Lord  ?  //  was  contrary  to  reaoon^  and  to  the  command  <f  God^  to 
join  in  alUance  with  %ueh  an  infamous  wretch  as  Ahab  xoas^  t  there« 
fore  [is]  wrath  upon  thee  from  before  the  Loan,  who  brought  a 
numerous  army  against  him^  as  we  read  in  the  next  c^kipter^ 
8  Nevertheless  there  are  good  things  found  in  thee^  n  that  thoa 
hast  taken  away  the  groves  out  of  the  land ;  the  fdgh  places  dedica* 
ted  to  the  idolsj  and  not  those  that  were  dedicated  to  God  i  and  haat 
prepared  thine  heart  to  seek  God  ;  hast  done  it  sincereiy  and 
heartily^  with  thought  and  reflection  ;  ther^^fbre  God  did  not  punish 
him  in  his  person,  but  in  his  posterity^ 

4  And  Jehoshaphat  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  ;  he  was  notar^gry  wi/Jk 
the  prophet,  as  his  father  had  been  with  Hanani,  but  laid  it  to  hearty 
and  set  obout  a  further  reformation  :  and  he  went  out  agaia 
through  the  people  from  Beersheba  to  mount  Ephraira^  and 

5  brought  them  back  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  And 
he  set  judges  in  the  land  throughout  all  the  fenced  cities  oT 

i  Judab,  city  by  city,*  And  said  to  the  judges.  Take  heed  what 
ye  do  :  for  ye  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord,  who  [is] 
7  with  you  in  the  judgment.  Wherefore  now  let  the  fear  of  the 
Loan  be  upon  you  $  take  heed  and  do  [it  :t]  for  [there  is]  no 
iniquity  with  the  Loan  our  God,  nor  respect  of  persons,  nor 
M  takmg  of  giftsy  and  therefore  ye  ought  to  imitate  htm.  Moreover 
Id  Jerusalem  did  Jehoshaphat  set  of  the  Levites,  and  [of]  the 
priests,  and  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel}  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Loan,  for  sacred  and  civil  matters,  and  for  contro^ 
Tersies,  when  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  fir  causes  received 

.  9  Jrom  itferior  courts  who  had  applied  to  this  higher  eourt.\  And 
he  charged  them,  saying,  Thus  shall  ye  do  in  the  fear  of  th* 
Lord,  &ithfully,  and  with  a  perfect  heart ;  with  an  heart  pos' 
sessed  with  and  guided  by  the  fear  of  God,  acting  as  in  his  pres* 

!•  ence»  And  what  cause  soever,  by  way  of  appeal,  shall  come  to 
you  of  your  brethren  that  dwell  in  their  citieSf  between  blood 

*  There  were  jndcea  in  the  land  before,  but  they  were  eltiier  Uidotont  or  oorrnpc ;  thfffr 
Ibre  lie  now  tet  up  ucfaere  to  punish  idoIsLtry*  and  do  juttace  betireea  man  and  aan ;  »id  1» 
gave  (hem  a  SUM  exoelieat  admoaitioiu 

t  Jadget  repretent  God,  have  their  cotAmission  firooi  hijB>  hla  eye*  are  qpon  theat*  aad 
lilt  honoor  it  concerned  in  their  fidelicf. 

f  Soma  thtnlc  thii  was  the  institution  of  tHe  tanhedrlm*  or  sreat  cottiicil#  acnUoned  in  dl4 
Mew  Tttaneas0  whisk  wm  iU  bJicbcic  ctutt  snong  tte  ie«i. 


I 
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attd  blood)  mfhether  the  murder  be  dedgned^  w  an  accident^*  be« 
tween  law  and  commandment,  3tatutes>  and  judgments,  whether 
the  moral  law  or  fiontive  tnatitution^  where  one  party  pleads  otic 
iav)  and  another  another ^  ye  sliaU*not  only  give  righteom  judg* 
tnentj  hut  ye  shall  even  warn  them  that  they  trespass  not  against 

~  the  Lord,  and  [so]  wrath  come  upon  you,  and  upon  your 
brethren  ;  give  them  charge  to  behave  better^  and  to  imftrove  the 
fiuniahment  of  others/or  their  own  warning  ;  this  do,  and  ye  shall 
not  trespass^  but  worthily  and  honourably  discharge  your  officem 

\i  And,  behold,  Amariah  the  chief  priest  [is]  over  you  in  all  mat- 
ters of  the  LoRl^  such  as  art  to  be  judged  by  the  law^  the  high 
priest  being  well  acquainted  with  it  $  and  Zebadiah  the  son  of 
Ishmael,  the  ruler  of  the  house  of  Judah,  for  all  the  king's 
matters  >  where  the  law  of  God  gives  no  particular  Erection  : 
also  the  Levites  [shall  be]  officers  before  you  ;  ready  to  assist 
and  see  the  orders  executed^  and  follow  them  with  their  advice. 
Deal  courageously,  and  the  Lord  shall  be  with  the  good  ;  b^ 
not  afraid^ meuy  and  doubt  not  but  God  wHl  bless  you* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  T^UBLIC  flolensi  instmction  is  the  way  to  recfatm  back* 
JL  sliders,  and  prevent  the  apostasy  of  others.  JehoshaphaC 
began  at  the  right  end,  in  sending  princes  and  priests  to  instruct 
the  people,  many  being  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  others  were  not 
sufficiently  acquunted  with  it ;  thus  he  promoted  the  reformation* 
God  is  wise  and  good  in  appointing  stated  seasons  for  religious 
worship  and  instruction  ;  in  giving  pastors  and  teachers.  These 
Iiave  an  happy  inffuence  on  the  righteousness,  peace,  and  welfiu^  of 
nations.  All  christians  should  say,  How  beautifid  are  the  feet  of 
those  that  bring  glad  tidings^  who  publish  peaeey  and  soy  uhti> 
Siony   Thy  God  reigneth  ! 

3.  God  is  much  displeased  with  those  who  associate  with  the 
wicked,  and  stren{;then  them  m  their  wickedness.  Ahab  perhaps 
was  hardened  by  Jehoshaphat's  alliance  :  at  least  Jehoshaphat 
showed  that  he  had  not  that  dread  of  idolatry  which  he  should  hafe 
had,  and  his  people  might  be  encouraged  in  it  by  the  king's  joining 
with  notorious  idolaters.  Shall  the  servants  of  God  (v.  2.)  help  the 
imgodly,  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Laan  ?  Wicked  men  hate 
God,  and  we  should  hate  them,  that  is,  hate  their  crimes,  but  net 
their  persons  ;  we  should  shun  their  society,  and  have  no  commu** 
luon  with  them  ;  have  no  friendship  with  the  unfHdtflil  works  of 
darkness^  but  rather  reprove  them*  Qmte  out  from  among  them^  and 
ke  separate* 

3.  Learn  to  take  reproof  well ;  and  amend  what  is  amiss.  If  [t 
is  too  late  to  mend  the  case  reproved,  be  more  resolute  in  others. 
Jehoshaphat  took  it  well.  To  atone  for  his  visit  to  Ahab,  he  made  ft 
idsitation  through  his  kingdom,  to  reform  what  was  amiss,  and  f» 

*  This  im  pnticol vly  flCMtnnb  bwwM  all  tbe  citta  of  refvgf^  eitcept  |l*kreA»  wwv 
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ttiake  up  {brtaer  d«lecls,  by  greater  zeal  for  the-foture*  and 
dalljr  bj  attempts  to  reform  others,  and  prereot  the  iocrease  of 
National  guilt. 

4.  Here  are  excellent  instructions  to  magistrates ;  and  I  "wish 
they  were  written  in  every  omrt  of  justice)  to  remind  them  by  whoae 
authority  they  act  ;  whom  they-  represent ;  that  the  eyes  of  Godf 
the  supreme  judge,  are  upon  them  ;  and  3iat  they  are  accountable 
to  htm  for  all  their  behavionr,  especially  in  the  judgments  they  pass. 
And  let  us  all  learn  to  beredblute  and  courageous  in  the  cause  of 
God  and  public  lirtue^  and  to  pray  that  our  magistrates  may  be^suda 
as  that  vc  may  lead  quUt  and  fieaceabk  Itvny  in  all  godSntta  and 
honesty^ 

5.  Those  who  do  not  prerent  sin  in  others,  and  warn  them  of  itf 
trespass  themselves,  v.  10.  Te  shall  even  Vfom  them  that  they  tre%'» 
fUU9  not  ogatTUt  the  Lord^  and  9o  wrath  come  ufum  you  and  upon  your 
brethren.  It  is  every  one's  duty  to  promote  the  reformation  of  others 
as  much  as  lies  in  his  power  ;  otherwise  he  is  accessary  to  their 
guilt  and  ruin.  We  should  warn  men  that  they  trespass  not  against 
the  Lord,  and  thus  endeavour  to  prevent  national  calamities  conung 
upon  us  ;  remembering  that  nghteoumeet  cxalteth  a  nadony  but  mn 
U  the  reproach  qfanypeople,  and  vnlly  sooner  or  later, /krov^  thdr  ruin. 


CHAP.    XX. 

TM  inpeaionofJudahby  a  numerous  army  /  Jehoekaphafs  eaadutt  oh 

receiving  the  newe  -^  thie  i  the  cotnfin'table  mtuage  he  received 

from  God;  the  grat^fiU  acknowledgment  qf  the  prince  <md  people  fir 

■  this  encouragement ;  they  go  firthy  aaeured  qf  victoryy  mdth  the 

■  Jirauee  qf  Godin  their  mouths  §  and  the  event  answers  their  ex*  ! 

.Jiectaiions*   i  \ 

1.  TT  came  to  pass  after  this  aIso>  [that]  the  children  of  Moab» 
X  and  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  with  them  [other]  beside 

•^  the  Ammonites,  came  against  Jehoshaphat  to  battle.  Thinga 
went  on  well  (ill  Jehoshaphat  joined  with  Jihab  ;  which  he  was  now 

9  fmmshedjbr.  Then  there  came  some  that  told  Jehoshaphat^ 
saying.  There  cometh  a  great  multitude  against  thee  from  be- 
yond the  sea  on  this  side  Syria  ;  and,  behold,  they  [be]  in  Has- 
azontamar,  which  [is]  Engedi,  oii  the  very  borders  of  thy  cowt" 

S  tryr  And  Jehoshaphat,'  at  the  remembrance  qf  the  judgment 
denounced  against  him/or  helping  Jhab^  feared,  and  set  himself 
to  seek  the  Lord,  and  proclaimed  a  fast  throughout  all  Judah» 
-  in  tokenofhirhurmHtyy  as  an  acknowledgment  of  Ms  vnwortbinesSf  - 
:^puf  Am  earnest  desire  qf  God's  hefp^  while  he  disregarded  the  calls 

4  qf  nature  to  attend  to  his  service.  .  And  Judah  gathered  them- 
•  Selves  fdgcther^tb  ask  [help]  of  ifie  Lobd  :  even  out  of  all  the 
cities  of  Judah  they  came  to  seek  the  Lord. 

I  ^  And  Jeho^aplmt  stood  on  an  eminence  in  the  congregation  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem^  in  the  house  of  the  Lord^  before  the  new 
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ft  ctHifft ;  the  eouri  of  theprie9i9%  wMck  ow  lai^  re/mhred  i  And 

.    said)  O  Lord  Gob  of  our  fiitherS)  [art],  not  thoa  God  in  heaven  \ 

and  mlest  [not]  thou  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  heathen  I  and 

in  thine  hand  (is  there  not]  power  and  mighty  so  that  none-^is 

Y  able  to  withstand  the^  ?  [Art]  not  thou  our  God,  the  God  of 

Jarael^  [who]  didst  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  befbra 

«    thy  people  Israel,  and  gavest  it  to  the  seed  of  Abraham  thy 

^  friend  for  ever  ?*  And  they  dwelt  thereini  and  have  built  thee  a 

S  sanctuary  therein  for  thy  name,  saying,  If  [when]  evil  cometh 

upon  us,  [as]  the  sword,  judgment,  or  pestilence,  or  fiimine,  we 

.    stand  before  this  house,  and  in  thy  presence,  (for  thy  name  [is]> 

'in  this  house,)  and  cry  unto  thee  in  our  alHicdon,  then  thou  wilt 

hear  and  help  «  pleading  the  9olemn  numner  in  which  the  temfiie. 

vfoa  dedicatedj  and  the  firomUe  God  had  made  therey  ( 1  £mg9  yiii« 

to  37.)    And  now,  behohi,the  children  of  Ammon,  and  Moab,  and 

mount  Seir,  whom  thou  wouldst  not  let  Israel  invade,  when  they 

came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  they  turned  boia  them  and 

destroyed  them  not ;  hefiiead*  their  ingratitude^  in  coming  vfi 

against  leraely  who  did  not  invade  them  when  they  were  marching 

W  by  their  land ;  Behold,  [I  say,  how]  they  reward  us,  to  como 

to  cast  us  out  of  thy  possession,  which  thou  hast  given  us  to 

inherit  •;  it  it  rebeiUng  against  thecj  who  they  well  know  hath  given 

13  ue  this  kmd^  O  our  God,  wilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?  for  we 
have  no  might  agunst  this  great  company  that  cometh  against 
us  ;  neither  «lcnow  we  what  to  do  :  but  our  eyes  [are]  upon 
thee  ;  we  afifieal  to  thy  justice  in  our  behalf  ^  and  acknowledge  our. 

43  own  weakness^  and  fterfilexity4  And  aU  Judah  stood  before  the 
Lord,  with  their  little  ones,  their  wives,  and  their  children.^ 

14  Then  upon  Jahaziel  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Benaiah^ 
the  son  of  leiel,  the  son  of  Mattaniah,  a  Levite  of  the  sons  of 
Asaph,  came  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the  congre* 

15  gation;J|  And  he  said,  Hearken  ye,  allJudah,  and  ye  inhabitants 
of  Jeru^em,  and  thou  king  Jehoshaphat,  Thus  saith  the  Lor» 
unto  you,  Be  not  afraid  or  dismayed  by  reason  of  this  great  mul« 
titude ;  for  the  battle  [is]  not  yours,  but  God's  ;  the  cauee  im 

16  his  J  and  he  vnll  succeed  you.  Tomorrow  go  ye  down  agttnsC 
them  :  behold,  they  come  up  by  the  cliff  of  Ziz,  and  ye  shall 
find  them  at  the  end  of  the  brook,  before  th%  wilderness  of 

17  JenieL  Te  shall  not  [need]  to  fight  in  this  [battle  ;]  set  your* 
selves,  stand  ye  [still,]  and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord  with 
you,  O  Judah  and  Jerusalem  s  fear  not}  nor  be  dismayed ;  to<^ 

*  A&nibimwuhltfneiid;  tobiafaegivetlieofigbialgnatiandproiaitcdtbepetpctaStf, 
cf  it }  and  thcte  w«re  hk  ptetcrltTv 

t  Thitouf  Mem  ttnage*  wlm  we  eompsf*  4hap>  S?1L  14^16;  tat oa  ttwudim  bnrailoa 
tiiejr  could  not  leather  to  large  an  army  tofether ;  feriutpe  tibty  might  h»r^  loat  dhtuj  in  their 
ejqjeiition  to  Ramotbgiteadl  Or  it  maj  inrjaire  their  igpMraiiceof  the  hut  mnm  so  ht^ 
Chenuclvcflf  amS  lhert^Bre  they  Sy  toOod.  ^ 

I  It  wae  wise  to  bring  their  wives  and  little  ones  forth*  to  cxciu  both  coaiip«iIoai«4 
eoliriijpeindiemiodBof  tl:ie  men(  to  make  them  more  scrioos  and  ftrvcst  hisrajer;  aodls 
move*  as  it  were,  the  dUvioc  compassioa  in  their  fhvoor. 


I  Perhaps  be  hadnofer  prophesied  belbre.  but  th*SrirSt  then  finl€«BiSiV«sUfli  I  wfailir^ 
they  were  prayinc  Ocd  hesffdi  and  asaured  them  of  delivemiwe* 

Vol.  IIL  Mmm 
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luof raw  ^go  cMit  ftgaltist  tfaeiii'  $  for  ttrelrfCniLV^  \ynn  if^vmi^oej 
with  you.  He  tnntre^  them,  qfdelrotramce^  but  doetnoi  tett  ikem 
'by  ^lAat  memufrtfie&tiftg the  eneman^ementj  andtmnting  cftrm  t9 

It  makecn  exfteriment&fGo(fM  goodneM  and  truth*  ABd  I^obIul'- 
phat  bowed  hn  head  wilh  [his]  &ee  to  fbe  groOBd  )  «idall 
Itfdftli  «od  tile  iiihabttaiit»6f  feniaalein  feH  befove  the  LolHiy 
worshfppifig  the  Lo»d  ;  fhep  did  not  aek  » tign  to  eonJSrm  thu^ 

19  but^QBitntHiBanunewer  to  frrayer^  they  fully  beHrvedit^  And'^ie 
Levites,  of  l9ie  children  of  the  fiohatbites  «nd  t>f  the  chUdrea  of 
'the  Korhites, stood  op  to  prane  ^e  Lord  Go»  of  Iftmel  Wilb  a 
lottd  voice  on  high  ;  ne  Levitts  tnrre  m  t^cted  by  t/ds  mnx^id 
dtciaroHony  thai  they  otoodnfi  and  ow^k  hymn  qftrhtmfih  ^orc 
the  victory y  and  rahed  their  voieeey  that  they  irnghi  he  the  ^eUtr 
heard^  and  expreee  their  full  anurance  tfousce^e. 

SO  And  they  me  early  in  the  mortmigf  and  irenf  IbrAi  into  Ibe: 
T^^mosB  of  Tekoa  :  and  as  they  went  forth,  Jehoshaphat  stood 
in  the  gate  of  the  eityy  and  said,  Hear  me,  O  Jndah,  and  ya  ihbab^ 
frants  of  Jernsiden  ;  Believe  in  the  Lose  your  God,  so  shaft  ye 
be  established  ;  believe  his  prophets,  so  shall  ye  prosper ;  thalf 
have  firetent  *fieacef  be  delivered  from  all  vneaay  aftfireheneumo^ 

^  and  enjoy  immediate  ftro9fiertty.  And  whefi  he  1^  consulted 
whh  the  people,  with  the  commanders  and  leadere^  he  appointul 
singers'tmto  the  LoaH)  and  that  shonld  pradae  the  beatty  of  bdi** 
ness,  as  they  went  out  before  the  army,  and  to  say,  Praise  the 
Lord  ;  for  his  mercy  [endoreth]  forever.*  '^ 

^  And  when  they  began  to  sing  and  to  praiset  the  Loan  set  aai«- 
bushmentsagamstthechiMrenof  Amnon,  Moab,  and«iount9eir, 

33  which  were  come  agsonst  Judah  r  and  they  were  smitten.t  For 
the  children  of  AtnmoB  and  Moab  stood  up  against  tiie  inhattt* 
ants  of  mount  Seir,  utterly  to  slay  and  destroy  [them  :]  "^ 
wben  they  had  made  an  end  of  the  mhabitants  of  Seir,  «very  cma 

14  helped  to  destroy  another.  And  when  Judah  came  toward  ibt- 
watcbtower  in  the  tdlderfiess,  thty^  looked  unto  the  multitude, 
and;  fiehokl,  they  [weve]  dead  bodies  Mien  to  the  earth,  and 
none  escaped^*  they  found  the  greatest /utrt  if  their  enemies  sianu 

'3S  Aiid  when  Jehoshaphat  and  his  people  came  to.  take  away  tfao 

spoil  of  them,  they  fouildamon^  diem  in  abundance  both  riches 

with  the  dead  bodies,  and  precious  jewels,  which  they  stripped 

'  dfT'for  themselves,  more  than  they  could  carry  away  t  and  tfaef 

were  thrte  days  in  gathering  of  the  spoil,  it  was  so  much. 

-26      And  on  the  fourth  day j  when  they  had  done- gathering  the  sfiaUsp 

^       they  assembled  themselves  in-  the  valley  of  Berachah  \  on  the 

spot  qf  ground  where  the  allies  toy  deadf  they  joined  together,  in-O" 

solenaifmannerj  to  prmse  the  Lord  /  fop  there  they  blessed  the 


*  - 


*  Tiler  were  to  firaiseCod  m  tbe  saane  tiabit  and  !b  tbe  mum  SHMmcr  w  tUiftfid  Entlie 
tftVfle*  ivb^  was  onlled  the  btauty  nfholintis,  being  a  bf  aatifal  wxA  hol^  place.  TbcTpra^ 
ably  repeated  tbe  1 36thpia1in,  the  Levites  tinging  the  firar  part  oP^e  Terse*  and  alltlwtpeople 
tbechofot,  fft'itkmsrey  aahtitth^  ever,  Tfaii  was  a  noble  nroccsaion*  wortby  apcop«e  wl»- 
MieredinCod.  r-  w       -v    r-r-    . 

t  *l1iey  faif  iii'Mnbatli  against  Jndah,  bat  God  confaundtd-thotr  ntedt,  aad  thef  leW  opo* 
their  own  army ;  and  the  aliies,  sospcctiog  trcaelicryj  fiUnpnniaiiMiiihii  ;  -jilaikiiSbtUm^ 
itcshaNloothini^todobatto-loolMNL-  '     '     ^ 


; 
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Lord  i  therefore  the  name  of  the  aame  place  wnfi  CiUedf  The 

^  valley  of  Bearachah,  thatuy  bleumgy  imto  thU  day.  Then  thef 
returoedf  everf  roan  of  Jttdah  and  JerusaleiHy  and  Jebos^phat 
in  the  fore  front  of  the^i  to  go  again  to  Jerusalem  with  joy  ;  'for 

'3&  the  La&a  had  made  them  to  riejoke  over  thebr  enemies.  And 
they  camelo  Jerusalem  withpsakeriea  and  harps  and  trumpeta 
unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  not  content  with  vthat  they  bad  done 
in  the  valley^  they  renewed  their  praiet  at  JeruwUm  i  afificaring, 
before.  God  in  a  eoiemn  vumner  hi  the  temple^  They  did  not  ga 
home  to  their  fami&ei^  or  to  dii/iote  tf  their  booty ^  btft  came  to  the 

^9  temple^  whert  they  probably  offered  nuxriy  eacr^jficee*  And  the 
&ar  of  God  was  on  all  the  kingdoms  of  [those]  ^cpuntries,  when 
they  had  heard  that  the  Lord  fought  against  the  enemies  of 
Israel ;  they  were  all  alarmed  when  they  heard  qfeuch  a  victory^ 

"SO  obtained  wUhoutJighting^  and  in  anewer  toprayere.  So  the  realn^ 
of  JeboshaBhat  was  tgiAsl  s  fiar  iua  GoA  gave  him  rest  round 
ahovt. 

%\  And  Jehoahaphat  reigned  -over  Jadah :  [he  was]  thirty  anj 
five  years  old  when  he  began  lo  reign,  and  he  reigned  twentji^ 
and  five  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  his  mother's  name  [wast 

Z%  Azubah  the  daughter  of  Shilhi.  And  he  waficed  in  the  way,  of 
Asa  hia  fiither,  and  d^arted  not  &om  it,  doingfthat  which  wasi 

93  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan,  fiowbeit,  the  Mgh  places  wer^ 
not  taken  away  :  ftr  aa  yet  the  people  had  not  |Nrepared  their 
hearts  unto  the  God  of  their  fathers  ;  though  they  complied  out'* 
wardly  with  eome  reformation^  yet  their  hearte  were  9*4  throughly 

94  purged  from  their  idols.  Now  the  rest  of  the  a(:ts  of  Jehosha<< 
phat,  first  and  last»  heboid*  they  [are]  writtepm  thp  book  of 
Jehu  the  son  of  Hananit  who  [is]  mentioned  in  Ui^  book»  pf  the 
king^  of  Israel* 

85  And  after  this  did  Jehoahapliat  king  of  Judah Join  himself 
36  with  Ahaaiah  Ung  of  Israel,  who  did  very  wickedly.  Ai)d  he 
joined  himself  with  him  to  make  ships  to  go  to  Tarshish  :  and 
they  Blade  the  ships  in  Eziongaber  1  this  was  wrongs  and  he  wap 
Sf  reproved  for  it.  Then  Eliezer  the  son  of  Dodavah  of  Mareshab 
prophesied  against  Jeboshaphat,  saying,  Becauapthou  hast  join« 
ed  thyself  with  Ahaaiah,  the  Lord  hath  brakcn  thy  works.  And 
the  ships  werehroken  that  they  were  not  a^le  to  go  to  Tarshi^h  | 
Jehoshaphat  repented^  t^nd  brokf  off  the  ^lUq;nfe^  qe  w/e  rfod  U^ 
4  Xju^s  xsii.  49« 

REFLECTIONS.         > 

1.  TIF  THEN  public  datigev^  appear,  it  ia  «  ti»e  ftr  pnsfm. 
V  V  Jehoshinhat  waa  alanned  at  the  tidiiiM  aadUwretee 
froclaimed  a  fast.  He  laid  in  a  stode  of  prayers  wmm  the  ifirst  ap« 
pearance  of  danger,  and  secured  the  help  of  betfvan.  Happyr  it  tt 
when  good  men  and  prinoea  lead  the  way  ifrflncb  rttMnUe^nd 
%enefiaal  seryicea* 
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^,  In  prtyer  we  should  acknowltdge  the  pertbctibns  uid  gtevy  oT 
God,  and  take  encouragemeit  from  them.  He  hath  almighty  pow«^ 
cr  and  universal  dominion.  We  should  consider  thisy  to  encoimgip 
our  fkith  and  hope. 

3.  We  msy  recollect  and  plead  fionner  instances  of  the  diTine 
ijiTour  and  goodness*  So  Jehoshaphat  here,  v,  7.,  8.  ^rt  ma  than 
cur  Godf  who  didst  drive  out  the  inhabitantt  cf  this  land  before  tky 
people  Israely  andgavest  it  to  the  seed  rf^hraham  thyfnendfmr  roer  ? 
and  they  dweii  therein^  and  Ifuitt  thee  a  ssmctuaryJbrJhy  name.  This 
ahc^ws  care  in  observing  former  mercies,  md  gratitiule  fbr  them  ;^ 
aiid.strengthen8  our  beiie-ring  expectations  of  further  deliverance. 

4.  Learn  to  plead  the  proBiises  of  God.  in  prayer.  His  aofemii 
4eclarati<ona  are  designed  to  pve  U9  atrong  consolation.  We  should 
treasure  them  up  hi  our  miodsy  and.  urge  and  plead,  tbem  at  the 
throne  of  grace. 

5.  Let  us  be  duly  sensible  of  our  own  weakness,  and  hiunbly  en*, 
treat  strength  of  God  against  our  spiritual  enemies,  against  flesh 
snd  blood,  Satan,  and  the  world.    We  have  comparatively  no  nught 
in  ourselves,  therefore  let  us  direct  our  views  to  God,  and  trutt  m 
the  Lofrdfor  e^et^Jtnr  hi  the  Z/trd  J^huvah  is  everlasting,  streng'th. 

9.  Those  who  can  speak  sincerely  to  God  in  prayer,  may  hum* 
Hy  hope  he  will  direct  his  ministers  to  speak  comfortably  to  themf 
V,  14,  Then  ufixm  Jahazlel  the  son  qfZtchariah  came  the  Sfdrit  of  the 
JLordf  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation*  Then,  imnteifiately,  while 
they  were  praying,  the  prophet  is  sent  with  good  and  eorafottable 
tidings.  If  the  feitbiul  servants  of  God  abound  in  fervent  devotioo^ 
ministersL  have  a  commission  to  eipeak  comfortably  to  them,  andl 
hla  Spirit  shall  make  the  consolation  eflectual; 

7.  It  is  good  to  praise  God  for-  the  prospect  of  defivenmce,  and 
thank  him  for  merciful  declarations,  before  they  are  accomplished. 
This  testimony  of  our  faith  is  pleasing  to  God,  and  brings  the  mind 
into  (L  sutUble  f^ame  to  re(^ive  and  improve  the  ^'vours  of  heaven. 
•  8.  Faith  in  God*S  promises,  while  we  foHow  his  directiorys,  is  the 
certain  way  to  peace,  establishment,  and  prosperity,  in  both  woM^* 
W^  have  no  extraordinary  prophet  now ;  but  we  havie  the  revel*- 
tio&  of  prophets^  apostles,  and  Christ ;  let  us  give  ctedit  to  their 
messages,  and  be  strong  in  the  faith,  so  shall  we  prosper.  ' 

9«  The  divine  goodness  most  be  thankfully  acknowledged  in  na- 
tional deliverances :  as  ft  was  here;  And  we  should  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  these  fevours,  that  ve  may  long  value  them,  and- r^m/^r 
^into  the  Lord  according  to  his  benejlts. 

10.  Those  who  have  separated  thrmaeltves  from  keeping  bad 
company,  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  any  mc««.  lehosh- 
s|lhat  jhadfiulbmd,  by  jdnmg  wiih  Ahab  >  h<$  lost  his  ships  and  mef^ 
sod  Bsrroviy  jascaped  with  his  lift  i  but  whe9  Ahaastsb  soUcited  him 
iftsrwsnl  tst  join  him»  he  wemk)  not.  Thus  let  us  say  to^very  w 
that  vpsiild  tempt  us  to  repeat  our  former  sins^  Depc^tfnm  me\  ye 

'  c^,d9ftr9%/at,  1 0n  determined  fo  serve  the  Lord* 
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jfontainM  the  hittory  q^  Jehtiramy  one  of  the  vileit  kingM  (f  Jtidah^ 
There  U  eome  Mttie  confimon  in  the  date  of  hie  rdgn^firobobly  occa^ 
dotted  by  hie  being  viceroy  to  hiejather  once  or  twkc  ^»hen  he  went 

'  jrom  hotne» 

1  ]^ro  W  JehQsbai»bat  slept  with  his  fetherS)  and  iras  buried 
JJN   with  his  fathers  in  the  dty  of  Davidt  1  Sng§  xzii.  50, 

S  And  Jehoram  his  sod  reiglied  in  his  stead.  And  he  had 
brethren  the  sons  of  Jehosbaphat,  Azariahf  and  Jehiel,  and 
Zechaiiah,  and  A^ariah)  apd  Michael,  and  Shepfaaliah ;  al^ 
these  [were]  the  worn  of  Jehosh«Lpbat  king  of  Israe!,  or  Judahf 
ae  the.  Seventy  read  it^  and  aa  it  widoubteeUy  ought  to  be  read  /  the 

S  other  being  a  mietake  qfecme  tranecriber.    And  their  &ther  gare.' 
them  great  g^fta  of  silver,  and  of  jpsM^  and  of  precious  things, 
qfter  the  patriarchal  manner^  with  fenoed  cities  m  Judah  i  at  a; 
dUtanceJrom  the  capital^  that  they  might  give  their  brother  no  die' 
turbanct^  and  be  eecute/rom  any  .midden  attack  i  but  the  king^ 
dom  gave  he  to  Jehoram  ;   because  he  [was]  the  firstborn. 

4  Now  when  Jehoram  was  risen  up  to  the  kingdom  of  hb  iathei^ 
.  he  strengthened  himself,  and  slei^  all  his  brethren  with  the 

sword  9  he  founded  hie  kingdom  in  bloody  and  elevf  ail  Me  brethren^ 
wot  becitmc  they  gave  him  any  dicturbanfiCj  butf  ae  toe  read  qfter^ 
^wardf  became  they  were  better  than  he,  probably  not  joining  in  hU- 
idolatry  s  and  [divers]  alsoof  the  princes  of  Israel ;  emne  qfthoa^ 
.    who  came  aver  from  that  kingdom^  and  were  moet  zeaioue  agakui. 
corruptione  in  religion, 

5  Jehoram  [was}  thirty  and  two  years  dd  when  he  began  to 

6  reign,  wd  be  reigned  eight  years  in  Jerusalem.    And  he  walk** 
ed  in  the  wi^  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  like  as  did  the  house  of 
Ahaby  tmd  worse  hecomld  not  do:  for  he  had  AthaUah  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ahab  to  wifo  }  uid  heybrtooi:  the  waye  of  hie  pioue  ancec'^ 
torof  and  wrought  [that  which  was]  e?il  in  the  eyes  of  the  LoankK 

7  Howt^,  the  Loan  would  not  destroy  the  house  of  David,  woa/ST 
Ttot  cut  iff  the  eucceeeion,  till  the  Meeeiah  came,  because  of  die' 
covenani  that  he  had  made  with  Darid,  and  as  he  promised  to 
give  a  light  to  him  and  to  his  sons  for  ever ;  to  eutjdy  the  lantfi 
with  freeh  oii^  that  it  eh^dd  not  go  out»     3  Sam.  viL  13.    1' 
JSnge  mi.  S6. 

t  In  his  days  the  Edomites  revolted  tnm  under  the  donunionof 
Judahyand  mii4e  thetnselvesa  king ;  they  had  been  emijeettothe 
leraeHtee  emce  David^e  time$  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yeany'and 
9  wereueedtohaoea'vkeray4eut$kemu  Then  Jehoram  went  fartk* 
with  his  princeS)  and  all  Ua^  chariots  with  him  i  and  he  rose  a» 
by  night,  and  smote  the  Edomitesi  whichcompassedinm  in,  and* 
the  captahts  of  the  chariots  |  hegaineda^itnetaryiamertheBdam' 
10  itee^  but  did  not  reduce  than  to  aultjeetioni*  .  So  the  EipiBitea  re** 


*  Odicn  think  the  wordi  tre  cKfOMtihtloa^^'^tgnA  thus,  ih§  gdmitts  mttt  thBuwH 
«fr««^MifMMi,thatlt,iteatJcfaoraa|  andthe captaiiu  of  thechariott  and  the  people^fleS 
totheirtcBtt,  fttuawhneetiinrhadiiiadsaMiUr  iAthcnichtopoatbefidoaiita^wUaih 

9  JCfMfiViU*  2U 
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▼oHed  from  under tlier  hfild  of  JuicUdiiinto this  da^  t  etti  thm 
l9aac*9  profihecyy  in  Geneda  xxvii.  iO,  VHuJuyUled.  The  tamtt 
time  [alM]  ^  Liboah  revolt  from  under  Us  hand :  heca»aeh» 

IX  had  forsaken  the  Li»rd  Gon  of  his  fotbers.*  Moreover  he  msde 
high  plaoas  lo  the  mountains  of  Judah>  aod  caused  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  Jerasaleos  to  commk  fornication,  and  conpelled  Judah 
[thereto  ;]  he  aet  t0  idtdatr^  with  imfixtrc  and  deU9lebU  rites  im 
iheir  worshift.  Jtrtuolem  «at  eamty  bivwfht  into  it  ttf  the-tM/hu 
ence  of  the  king  and  the  court  4  but  it  nxitiM  more  tBffkuit  to  eorrufit 
the  country^  they  were  the  i<i»t  that  became  dtgeneraiCy  therefore 
he  was  obliged  to  ueeforee  vnth  thetiu 

n  And  there  came  a  writing  to  htm  flom  EfijiA  Ite  |iropliet,t 
saying,  Thus  sakh  the  Lorf  Go|>  of  David  thy  fiitber,  Beoniso 
then  hast  not  walked  in  the  ways  of  Jehoshaphat  thy  fetfaeTf  nor 
in  the  ways  of  A^  kiAg«f  Judah  ;  intimating  that  hie  degenerae^ 
wae  aggravated  by  the  piety  tff  hie  anceetore^  eefteeUdiy  ef  hU 

f3  father  and  grandfather  ;  But  liast  walked  in  the  way  of  the  fcmgSi 
of  Israel,  and  hast  made  Judah  and  the  inhaft>itants  stf  Jertisa* 
lem  to  go  a  whoring,  like  to  the  whoredoms  of  the  teuse  of 
Ahah  ;  hast  not  only  been  an  idolater  thyself^  But  comfie&ed  othera 
to  be  SQ  ;  and  a]so  hast  sla'm  thy  brethren  of  thy  ifetbei^s  house* 
[which  were]  better  thah  thyself:  thie  wae  fiecvSariy  hetmrna^ 
as  they  were  good  frten^  far  better  than  himsetfl     Uteae  4tre  ihe 

14  charges  against  htm  ;  thenfbOowe  the  eenteneet  Behold^  with  a 
great  plague  will  the  Lqro  smite  thy  people,  and^cldidren. 

Is  and  thy  vivesj,  and  all  thy  goods  :  And  thou  [shsdt  have]  great 

sickness  hy  diseaseof  thy  bowels,  untit  thy  howels  fi£  out  by 

^  reason  of  the  sicliness  day  by  day  t  aimoet  every  calamity  thai 

can  be  thought  of  shall  come  nfion  thee^  and  on  the  fteof^  who  haie 

complied  loith  ifiy  idolatry^    But  the  threatening  hadno  ejf^t,   ' 

16  Moreover,  the  Lord  stirred  up  agiiiist  Jehoram  the  spirft  of 
the  Philistines,  and  of  the  AraWans,  that  [were]  near  the  Ethi* 
opians  (  the  fhiHstnuee  invaded  hint  on  the  weetj  and  the  y4rabim 

XT  an»  and  their  neighbours  on  the  south  and  on  the  east  t  And  thej 
came  up  into  Judah,  and  braise  into  it,  and  oarried  away*  all  the 
substance  that  was  found  in  the  king's  house,  and  his  sons  alsoi 
and  his  wives ;  the  cM^  ccdandty  fiU  nfion  Mm  and  vfian  Me 
wives  and  children  ;  so  that  there  was  never  a  son  left  him*  Sains 
Jehoahax,  or  jfhazidhj  the  youngfest  of  htssonS}  who  reigned  after 
him  ;  and  one  wife  also^  who  was  a  great  scourge  to  the  natim 
4tfierward.  Tfte  other  sons  were  ail  siainj  as  we  find  ht  the  first 
'verse  of  the  next  cha/aer^  which  wasafustju^^^menittfuon  him  for 
kildng  his  hrethren. 

t' 

•  l^ibnali  was  a  considerably  city  of  tfie  pHcttt«  on  fhe  frontlert^T  Tvdiih,  wkMk  rret/lu 
M.  beeaiiM  heliftd  wt  iq^MolBtr^oi  wonU^  •entrary  xm  tbe  Itmr  t£OuL  TiMift  ke  lad  ^foA 
#aoiigh»t  hDBit*  aD4  UierefiMvawld  not  recover  hu  ooi^nioo  over  tke  jMoinkcl* 


/^ 
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tt  AMI  after  aB  iftiity  «MrA  %t  had  ^em  mtifdty  fheltoao  imaler 
t9  Mm  in  his  b««el»  ivltfi  «(» mcttniblie ^lieiae^^  And  it  cameto 
paM,  tbtft  lift  prooess  af  time,  after  tiie  end  of  tuna  Tears,  hia 
btfipela  feu  oaiC  by  reaean  of  his  aiokacsa :  so-  be  dM  ^'sare  di^** 
eases.  And  bis  people  made  na  bam^  lor  biaa,  Hke  tbe 
<90  btimiHifi;  aff  bis  IMieM  Tbirtf  and  two  years  oM  was  he  when 
he  began  a>  mgii>aad  he  reigned  in  Jerusalein  eigfac  yearsy^and 
departed  willtioat  being  desisad  ;  tkty  were  ghd  he  wm9  4eadf 
.and  rhenmtve^  ^d^tpered  from  wehf  a  ftUigue,  Hawbeit  th^ 
Irarriad  him  in  tbe  dtf  of  OEa^id,  bttt  not  in  Hie  aepnlcbMaof  «ba 
l^ga  f  4key  shamed  even  him  mume  Mtik  ree/teet^ 

REIXECnONa 

.  L  CL  ££  ibe  ^anir  ^ooBaavnences  ai  maftyitig  a  Wabtid  petsan. 
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and  being  allied  to  an  irreligious  family.  The  source  of 
Jekorwn's  wickedness  and  nuser^  was  a  bad  wife,  of  Ahab's  ac'^ 
cursed  race ;  who  counselled  htnii  and  her  son  after  hini)  to  do 
ttdckedly*  Grea^  cautian  is  required  in  nialdn^  a  settlesxent  for 
Ji£e.  Prpfeasors  and  pro&ne  uniting^  was  the  rum  of  the  old  world* 
Those  that  are  ill  matched  are  half  ruined  :  and  no  charms  of  ner*' 
son,  wealthy  or  honour,  wiN  tempi  any  that  ase  wise  and  thoughtful 
Ho  nm  such  «  dbsparate  ridk. 

S*  The  sins  of  ibe  children  ^  ^ood^  parents-  are  highly  a.ggra-^ 
fated,  and  they  expaae  themselvQa  to  severe  condemnation.  Ob-^ 
serve  bow  Jehoram  is  reminded  of  tbe  .piety  of  his  good  father  and 
4pra9dfeher  ;i  and  kit  children  of  gaodparenls  see,  in  hia.  misery^ 
tbe. sad  <:oBa6qaences  lof  fbrsaking  the  God  of  their  fiaithers,  and 
.  despising  ^dur  aonaseL  Such  are,  lite  Joram,  rgenerally  the  wiorst 
«f  jnen ;  worse  tiiksn  tbose  wlio  aevei?  enjoyed  such  advantages. 
iiCt  f  aang  peaple,  theBdare,  Jmow  the  God  of  their  Jathere  i  smd 
0erve  him  vfUh  a  ptrject  heart  nmda  vriihag  mtnd, 

3.  What  a  spectacle  of  hatpar  was  Ais  wicked  priaee  in  the  last 
aoanea  of  life !!  and  what  misery  da  men  mn  themselves  into  by  ob- 
stinate disobedience  I  To  Jiaire  the  hand  of  Gad  iipon  him  in  so  aw- 
Jid  amanner ;  a  messenger  sent  fitunGod  to  forewarn  him  of  it,  to  let 
him  know  that  be  mnst  die,  and  die  in  this  dreadful  aaanner ;  must 
aiuwif  loeaaaion  inexpreaaible  terror  and  anguish^  Yet^  astk>nbhing  I 
we  doaot  read  «f  bis^tipentance.  -Perhaps  iiiia  torments  of  hell  work 
npon.him^  and  the  other  unhappy  cveatures  who  are  Iheye,  jast  in 
liie  same  nanner;  What  diaaresa  nmst  it  have  occasioned  feam^ 
.ithatfsU  hia  wiviea  and  children,  who  might  have,  been  oaaalarts  t# 
;]um,  were  taken  Ivom  him,  except  one  yaung  abild,  and  a  aacked^ 
afaiataved^  craei  wtfe^  who  waa  left  la^  tnrment  him  v  'hia  subatnnce 
..gone,  hia.  kingdom  divided^  some  of  his  people  rerohing,  aad  all 
.  daapislag  him ;  vnaWe  by  reason  of  his  disordar  to  do^ay  thing 
iDward  recovavingbiaaubstanoeor  his.<fcingdom.  A-more  dxvad- 
ful  mtuation  can  scarcely  be  conceited^    TlteinatnafStion  convey^ 

' »  AIUf  thii,  %  Kfngtp  €h0p.  Is.  b»7  be  reai 
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•liy  it  is,,  4iai  we  Biiou]d.«tafuf  m  4uve»  ondfm  «o^  TohtAkfWfthi 
out  substance)  and  without  friends^  is  bad  enough  ;  but  to  be  skfc^ 
and  in  sin,  under  the  curse  of  God ;  to  have;  no  grace  to  bear  it}  uoft 

.  wisdom  to  improTe  it  ^  to  have  iuo  prospect,  but  ajbtucfid  iookh^ 

J^  of  judgment  andjiery  indtgnation,  ^^^*^  x.  27.  is  a  sad  caae  indeed* 
This  wicked  prince  was  executed»  aa  a  wamisg  to  ail  wicked  mefii 
what  ajearfid  tfmg  it  U  to  fall  into  the  hands  ^thc  living  God, 

A.  \yickedne8S  will  make  the  greatest  of  men  mean  and  con^ 
temptible  in  the  eyes  of  others  ;  yea»  those  who  have  no  reli^^ou 

.themselves  vriH  despise  them*  The  people  wished  hiiii  dead  ; 
W^re  glad  when,  he  was  gone  ;  and  be  had  not  the  cusC^aiarx 
hpnours  of  a  king  paid  him  at  his  funeraL  Those  who  da^im 
6od  shall  be  lightly  esteemed*  IVhen  the* righteous  are  in  hanouTytkc 
people  rejoice  :  but  when  the  wicked  perish^  there  is  shouting. 


cifAP.  xxn. 

jihaiiah  succeedeth  JehoraM^  and  reigneth  ^ckedlp  ;  he  is  sUdn  by 
Jehu  ;  jfthaUah  destroyeth  all  the  royal  seedy  except  Joash^  aiui 
'  'utftbrpeth  ^\  kingdom, 

1  A  N  D  the  inhabitants  of  Jeausalem  inade  Afaaziafa  IAa 
MX,  youngest  son  king  in  his  stead  s  for  the  band  of  men  that 
came  with  the  Arabians  to  the  camp  had  almn  all  the  eUeSlu 

S  3o  Ahaziah  the  son  of  JehoTam  king  of  Judah  ragned.  Fortf 
and  two  yeara  old  [was]  Aha^ah  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  one  year  in  Jerusalem*    His  mother's  name  also 

3  [was]  Ath^ah  the  daagh£er  of  Omri«  He  also  walked  in  the 
ways  of  the  house  of  Ahab  ;  fer  his  mother  was  M^cOunseUer 

4  to  do  wickedly.  Wherefore  he  did  evU  in  the  fight  of  the 
Loan  like  the  house  of  Ahab :  for  they  were  his  eoBoadkyrs 
«fter  the  death  of  Ms  father  t^  his  destruction* 

5  He  walked  also  after  their  oounsely  and  went  with  Jehonam 
the  son  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel  to  war  agaihst  Haisael  king  of 

fb  Syria  at  Ramothgilead  s  and  the  Syrians  aoMKe  Joram.  And 
lie  returned  to  be  healed  in  JKezreel,  because  of  the  wounds  whieb 
were  given  him  at  Ramah,  when  he  fought  with  Hasad  king  <^ 
Syria*  And  Acariahthe  sonpf  Jehoram  kiog^ludah  wcnc 
down  to  aec  Jehoram  the-scna  of  Ahi^  at  Jemel,  becaose  he 

7  was  .aick«     And  the  ^esmuition  of  Ahi^ah  wna'  oC  God  bf 

.  coming  to  Joram  i  for  when  he  was  corner  he  went  out  widi 

Jehomm  against  Jehu  ttie  son  of  Nime^  whom  the  Ironn  had 

t  anointed  tocut  ofif  the  house  of  AhiKb.  And  itcame  topas% 
that,  when-  Jehu  was  enecuttng  judgment  upon  theheose  of 
Ahab,  and  found  the  prinota  of  Judah,  and  itheaon^  of  the  breth- 

9  ren  of  Ahaaiah,  that  ministeped  to  Ahaaab,  he  alew  them.  And 

.  he  aottght  Ahamk  : .  and  they,  canghi.hmit  (for  he  was  hid  in 

Sai9^Eii^.i^4>fQivht  faim^tft  Jehu  s  a&d  wheathcy  had  ahia 
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iAdti  ihtf  buritd  Mm  t  Because,  Said  they,  he  [is]  the  ton  of 
Jehoshapbat)  who  sbughtthe  Lord  with  all  his  heart.    So  th# 
house  of  Aha^iah  had  no  povttr  to  keep  still  the  kingdom. 
t#      But  whefi  AthaKah  the  mother  of  Ahaziah  saw  Uiat  her  son 
was  dead,  she  arose  and  destrbfed  all  the  seed  roytl  of  the 

11  house  of  Judah.  But  Jehoshift>eath,  the  daughter  ofthekingy 
took  loash  the  son  of  Ahaeiah,  and  stole  him  from  among  the 
king's  sons  that  were  sliin,  and  put  him  and  his  nurse  in  abed- 
chamber.    So  Jehoshabeath,  the  daughter  of  king  Jehoram,  the 

•    wife  of  Jehoiada  the  priest,  (for  she  was  the  sister  of  Ahai^,) 

12  hi^  htm  from  Athaliah,  so  that  she  slew  him  not.  And  he  was 
with  them  hid  in  the  house  of  God  ux  years  :  and  AthaUah 
reigned  over  the  lahd« 


CHAP.   xxni. 

Jehoiada  maketh  Joash  icing  ;  i^thaUtA  is  slam  ;  trnd-Jehdada  rutoreth 

the  vKirahip.  rf  Qod^ 

1  A  K  t>  in  the  seventh  year  Jehoiada  sti!«iigthe&ed  himself 
jlJL  and  took  the  captains  of  hundreds,  Axariah  the  son  of  Jero* 
ham,  and  tshmael  the  son  of  Jehohanan,  and  Azariah  the;  son  of 
Obed,  and  Maaseiah  the  sen  of  Adaiab,  and  Eiishapbat  the  son 

d  of  Zichri,  intocovenant  with  him.  And  they  went  about  in  Ju« 
dah,  and  gathered  the  Levites  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and 
the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel^  and  they  came  to  Jerusalem* 

3  And  aQ  the  congregation  made  a  covenant  with  the  king  in  the 
house  of  God.    And  he  said  unto  them.  Behold,  the  king's  son 

4  shall  reign,  as  the  Lean  hath  said  of  the  sons  of  David.  This 
[is]  the  thing  that  ye  shatl  do ;  A  third  part  of  you  entering  oa 
the  sabbath,  of  the  priests  and  of  the  Levites,  [shall  be]  por- 

5  ters  of  the  doors;  And  a  third  part  [shall  be]  at  the  king's 
house  ;  and  a  tlnrd  part  at  the  gate  of  the  foundation  :  and  aOI 
the  people  [shall  be)  in  th^  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Loai>» 

6  But  let  none  come  into  the  house  of  the  Loan,  save  the  priests^ 
and  they  that  minister  of  the  Levites ;  they  shall  go  in,  for  thejr 

f  [are}  holy  :  but  all  the  people  shall  keep  the  watch  of  the  Loan. 

.    And  the  Levites  slisll  ooiHpaas  the  king  round  about,  every  man 

with  his  weapons  in  his  hand  ;  and  whosoever  [dse]  cometh 

*  into  the  house,  heshall  be  put  to  death  :  but  be  ye  with  the 

8  king  when  he  cometh  in,  and  when  he  goeth  out.     So  the  Le« 

*  vites  and  di  Judah  did  according  to  sB  things  that  Jehoiada  the 
priest  had  commanded,  and  took  every  man  his  men  that  were 
to  come  in  on  the  sabbath,  vrith  them  that  were  to  go  [out]  on 

*  the  sabbath  :  for  Jehoiada  the  priest  dkmissed  not  tiie  courses. 

9  Moreover  Jehoiada  the  priest  delivered  to  the  captains  of  hun«^ 
dreds  ^^ears*  and  bocdders,  and  ^aeldsy  that  [had  been]  king 

10  David's,  wbi^h  [  wese]  in  the  house  of  Cod.    And  be  set  aB  the 

Vol.  m.  Nnn 


propk » ^very  mm  huTing  bis  weapon  la  bis  kand)  frd»  li«  tight 

fidt  of  the  temple  to  the  Idt  aide  of  the  temple,  along  lif  the 
tl'  altar  and  the  temple,  by  the  king  round  about.  Then  ihcy 
lurought  out  the  king^s  son,  mkI  put  upon  him  the  crown,  and 
[gavie  him]  the  testimony,  and  made  him  king :  «nd  Jehoia- 
da  and  his  sons  anointed  him,  and  said,  God  save  the  kifftg. 

13  I^ow  when  Athaliah  heard  the  noise  of  the  people  tanning 
and  praising  the  king,  she  came  to  the  people  into  the  hoose  of 

|3  tbe  LoHn:  And  she  looked,  and,  behold,  Che  king  stood  «t  his 
pillar  at  tji^  entering  in,  and  the  princes  and  the  trumpets  faff 
the  king  J  and  aU  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and.soonded 
\rith  trumpets,  also  the  singers  with  instruments  iofmu^c,  and 
such  as  taught  to  sing  praise.    Then  Athaliah  rent  her  ckches 

14  and  said,  Treason,  Treason  !  Then  Jehoiada  the  priest  brought 
out  the  captains  of  hundreds  that  were  set  over  "the  host,  and 
said  unto  them,  Have  her  forth  of  the  rangers :  and  whosa 
fc^loweth  her,  let  him  be  slain  with  the  sword.    For  the  priest» 

15  said,  Slay  her  not  in  the  house  of  the  Loan.  So  they  laid  hands 
on  her  i  and  when  she  was  conae  to  the  entering  c^&e  hone 
gate  by  the  king's  house,  ^ey  alew^  her  there. 

16  And  Jehoiada  made  &  covenant  between  hin^  and  b^Owe^ 
afl'^e  x>cople,  and  between  the  king,  that  they  should  be  the 

IT  Loan^s  people.  Then  all  the  people  went  to  the  house  of  Baal, 
and  brake  it  down^  and  brake  his  altars  and  his  images  in  pieces, 
^  andslewMattanthe  priest  of  Baal  before  the  altars.  Also  Jehoi-* 
'    ada  appointed  the  offices  of  the  house  of  the  Loro  by  the  hand 
'    of  the  priests  the  Levites,  whom  David  had  distributed  in  the 
house  of  the  Lo«&,'tb  offer  the  burnt  oHerings  of  theLonn,  ^ 
[it  is]  written  in  the  hew  of  Moses,  With  rejoicing  and  with  sing- 
le' ^%i  l^^  it  was  ordained]  by  David,    And  he  set  the  porters  at 
Ae  gateft  of  the  house  of  the  Loan,  that  none  [which  was]  un- 
Wb^  dean  in  any  thing  shoukf  enter  in.    And  he  took  the  captains 
'-    of  hundreds,  and  the  nobles^  and  the  governors  of  the  people, 
and  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  brought  down  the  king  finom 
the  housp  of  the  Lord:  and  they  came  through  the  high  gate 
into.the  king's  house,  and  set  the  king  upon  the  throne  of  tbe 
§1  kingdom.     And  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced  :  and'  the 
city  was  quiet,  after  that  they  had  slain  Athaliah  with  the  sword- 

CHAP.    XXIV. 

AmA  during  the  time  6 f  Jehoiada^  reigm  -mfeU^  nndrefieSn-iht  temfile  j 
but  qftervfard9  aflo9tattze9  Jrom  Gody  aredie^Udn. 

I  T  O  A  S  H  [was]  seven  years  old  when  h6  began  to  reign,  and 
.  J  he  reigned  forty  years  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name 
9  also  [was]  Zibeah  of  Beersheba.  And  Joash  did  [that  which 
;.  ^wfts]  righ&in  the  sight  <d  th»  1.oro^  all  tht  da^s^  ef  fehoiada  th«- 
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priest ;  but  he  did  tmt  taktafmay  the  high  fitaeit^  8  JSnjp  sdt.  3. 

he  durtc  not  attemftt  that,  (they  'Hoere  not  taken  ^mtiy  till  the 

time  tf  Hezekiah)  though  he  Hierifieed  tfrtiy  to  the  trme  God. 
:S  And  Jehoiada  took  for  hiin  two  ^ves ;  and  he  bej^t  5b&ft  ftntf 

daughters  ;  he  ivan  directed  in  hi9  choice  by  ihiegood  high'  firitBt, 
4      And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  (that]  Jciash  ii^s  tti&de^ed''Te« 

I^air  the  house  of  the  Loan,  which  was  gone  to  d&xofy  haroifig  9een 

Tieglected  in  the  firmer  reigfi^  out  ofgratifude  to  God  fif  henfing 
3  beenfireBerved  there.    And  he  gathiet^d  toge^r  the  |!iHeM  and 

the  LeviteS)  and  ssdd  to  tfaexn,  Go  out  uiiio  the  dties  of  Jilddh,  tod 

gther  of  all  Israel  money  td  repair  the  hbUse  bf  ybiifr  God 
rm  year  to  year,  and  see  that  ye  httten  the  matteo*.*  Konvtseit 
the  Levites  hastened  [it]  not  There  tw»  as/drit  of  cdteiesMe$& 

'  and  indevotion  among  thetfi$  and  we  read  eleefohere^  that  nothir^ 
ivas  done  fir  twenty  three  yearw.     The  king  therefore  took  another 

45  method^  and  afifiotnt^d  other peofde.  And  thd  king  ealli^  for  Je^- 
hoiada  the  chief,  and  said  untb  him,  Why  hast  thou  not  reqtiif<f 
cd  of  the  Levites  to  bring  in  <nit  of  Judah  and  out  of  Jehisalfcm 
the  coHection,  [according  to  the  commandment]  of  Mbsles  the 
servant  of  the  I^oas,  and  of  the  congregation  of  Israel,  Ibr  the  tab- 

f  emade  of  witness  ?  For  the  «ons  of  Athaliah,  that  Wicked  wom 
Man,  had  broken  up  the  house  of  God  ;t  and  also  aH  thtdi^eifted 

.'   thinpfs  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  cHd  tltey  bestovil^n  Baidbny 

9  io  Mom  the  tern  file  andfiromote  the  worsh^  qfBtud.  And  at  the 
king^s  commandment  they  made  a  Miesti  with  a  o&t  in  the  toft  to 
fiut  in  moneys  and  set  it  iHUiout  at  the  gate  of  the  bous^  of  th^' 

'^  Loan.  And  they  made  a  proclamation  trough  Jildkh  slncl  Je- 
rusalem, to  bring  in  to  the  L^Mtn  the  collection  [*^«tl  Mbses*  the 

*    servant  of  God  [laid}  upon  Israel  in  the  wtMemess,  fir  bitUd^ 

10  ing  the  tabemacie.     And  aO  the  princei  and  all  the  f>e6pte  re- 
jcQced,  and  brought  in,  and  cast  into  the  chesty  Uintil  they  hd^ 
made  an  end,  till  they  had  brought  in  enottghffir  they  ^f^edfiee* 

11  iy  to  thio  oerviee.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  fft  What  ftme  the; 
chest  was  brought  unto  the  king^s  office  by  the  hand  of  the  Le- 
vites, and  ^en  they  saw  that  [there  was}  vaxith  money ;  the 
king's  scrijbe  and  the  high  ptiesf  a  officer  came  and  emptied  the 
chest,  and  took  it,  and  canned  it  to  his  place  again  ;thi9  ^oa$  dtne 

■    in  the  fireoence  tf  the  high  firie^iU  ojfieer  and  the  ^tcftianf  tjf 

otettey  thdt  fhett  might  4eno fitted.     11ms  di^did  day  by  difty^ 

1^  and  gathered  money  in  sfemidancie.     And  th£  king  and  7e}](6i»^ 

da  gave  it  to  such  aa  did  the  work  of  the  service  of  th^  hotse 

of  ftie  Loasiy  and  hired  masons  and  carpenters  to'  re^iair  the 

'   house  of  the  Lobd,  and  also  such  aa  Wrought  irob  ahd'brasi  to 

1ft  mend^  houteof  the  Loxw.    8e  ^  Workmen  wiou|^^  and 

^  *  It  if  caned  In  i  Kinis  tU.  a,  thi  money  of  thi  deiieaud  ihtnp,  m'kax  were;  cr  Af»|(( 
wnt  been,  devoted  to  Qoi,  bettde  the  half  shekel  for  all  above  tweftcr.  Somethlns  #a»  aiti«^ 
.on  both  thAe  acdOontf,  Lr&.KXViU  ^.  be  tbeftffore  tefids  to  aolieit  rb^ acquittance  of  thne 
debts,  vcar  bv  year*  that  something  ihight  be  done  every  year  tlU  the  temfle  Wai  ^ailt  repair* 
e4  awl  that  tt  rfitfvld  bedone  immediately. 

^t^ieB«/'w«pejj^blt  by  ftocft^r  bsibiM  idUMff  the  lattnded  W  aidhrtaet;  Mttwirefil^ 
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^  die  ynnck  was  perfected  by  theni}  and  tl^y  set  the  hotnt  of  Cod 
in  his  statei  and  itn^gtb^ied  it ;  'A^  worA:  vfe?ii  on  firoM/iaromii/^ 
ike  ^forkmen  vere  faixiffiU^  ^  JOnj't  xii,   II.  and  the  mhoU  oa< 

[H  0/ieedily  cootfileted^      And  when  they  had  fini&hed  [k,]   they 

.:    brought  the  rest  of  the  noiiey  before  the  king  and  Jehoiada, 

.    whereof  vere  made  vesaeh  for  the  house  of  the  l^RSt  [ereix] 

:<    Tpessels  to  ministery  and  to  offer  [withal,}  aad  spooiis>  and  ves- 

•els  of  gold  aiul  silver.;  nothing  qf  tAit  kind  waa  done  till  ike 

SemfUe  mcu  fiui  in  repair^  and  whal  revmined  wae  laid  oui  m  funor 

tute  mi  9mameni9^  8  JBngs  xii.   1 2L.   And  they  offered  bamt 

offeriivgs  IB  the  house  of  the  L<oaj)  cootJinaaUy  all  the  days  of 

Jehoiada  ;  ike  Mcrifi^e^  and  v»n^i/i  vere  comLcmHy  and  regvlarb^. 

oarvted  wi^ 

'U  But  Jehmda  waxed  oldy  and  was  full  of  days  when  he  died ; 
an  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  [was 'he]  when  he  died  ;  Ms 
ma  a  great  age  /  ke  remembered  Solomon^  and  livedin  eight  kzngi^ 

X6  reigns.    And  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David  among  the 
kii^ga»  because  he  had  done  good  in  Israeli  both  toward  Godf 
and  toward  his  house  \  he  rciiaixed  the  temfUe  and  restored  the 
.  mforshffin, 

\7      Now  after  the  death  of  Jehoiada  cane  the  princes  of  Judab^ 

and  made  obeisance  to  Joaah  the  king  ;  they  durst  not  come  he< 

fore^  hecaus^  they  knew-  Jehoiada  had  great  influence  aver  iam  s 

^  dutMosif  thcf^  came  vdihJineJIaUering  ^ecbee^  covifileittixg  thcd 

JertiJsqXeifi  Wdt  too  far  off^  and  desiring  leave  to  vforsh^ .  BaaL 

11  Then  the  king  hearkened  unto  them.  And  they  left  the  house 
of  ^e  l^gird  Goo  of  their  fathers,  and  served  groves  and  idolsi 
worshifi/ied  idol*  in  the  graves :  and  wi'ath  can^  upon  Judah 

49  1^  Jerusalem  for  this  their  trespass.*    Yet  he  sent  prophets  to 
.  .  themt  ta  hiring  them  again  unto  the  Loan  ;  and  tliey.  testiicd 

ap^  against  them  :  but  they  would .  not  give  ear.  And  Qjc  Spirit 
of  God  came  upon  Zechariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  the  priesty 
whifJi  stood  above  the  people  ;  when  the  king  and  the  people  VKrc- 
,  OMemhled  upon  some  public  occasion^  he  felt  a  divine  motion  to,speai 
^nd  reprove  t/{em,  and  said  unio  then:i,  Thus  saith  God,  Why 
transgress  ye  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  that  ye  cannot 
prosper  I  bemuse  ye  have  forsaken  th^  LoROf  he  hath  also  ^^ 

SI  saken  you.  And  they  con^ired  against  him»  and  stoned  him 
vi^itb  stones  at  the  comipandn^ent  of  the  king  in  the  court  of  the 

$2  hous^  qf  th^  Loan.t  Thus  Joash  the  king  remembered  not. 
the  ^(ir^ess  wh\ch  Jehoiada  his  father  bad  done  lohimy  but 
slew  his  Qion  j  the  son  qf  him  Vfho  save4  his  lifcy  xmd  the  person 
Vfho  as^ted  to  anoint  and  crotvn  him  i  thi^  vf<^  horrible  ingrat* 
itude.^    A^d  when  he  die4,  be  said^  Jbe  Lojvn  look  ypon  [itj 


•  HA^ael  came  ap  and  tooi  Gath,  wfcich  belonged  to  jnt^A  in  David'stime  ;  after  «hat V 
ihte&ded  to  hav^  come  up  to  Jmitalrm,  but  Joa»h  «ent  hJm  the  treasores  of  the  tem^e  and  the 
king**  house,  and  he  went  awrfv  for  that  time,  2  Kin^s  jcII  17,  18.  (nit  this  b«d  AodTect*  ijie. 
p^ple  perflate^  in  their  idolatry,  ¥rith  die  Icinf  at  the  head  of  them. 

t  Thit  waa  an  ^omtnable  crime,  consirlering^  the  penrm,  the  phiee*  andtheT^ine  Ir  Wai 
OQpe.  '  fjer  ^eot  af^r  him  into  the  court  of  the  prints,  where  they  were  coomandrd  net  to 
onter,  and  slew  him  between  the  temple  and  the  altar,  ice  Matt,  xxiii.  at,  gpryKi;.^  ^^^ 
iiMthcr  lume  for  Jeteiad^f  ivephin  in  liopflBO  as  thchicascdtf  tbej.6 
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*  tnd  requsre  [it ;]  the  Lord  wUl  look  vfim  it^ii  moEt  mfarpf^tic 
motion,  andthejutigment  immedUiteiyJbUowed. 

S3  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  the  year)  [that]  the  hou  of 
Syria  came  up  against  him  ;  and  they  came  to  Judah  and  Jen»> 
aalcmy  and  destroyed  all  the  princes  of  the  people  from  among 
the  pecplci  the  princes  who  hadjlattered  Jotuh  and  9educed  htm^ 
and  set  vfi  idotatrt^t  and  sent  all  the  spoU  of  them  unto  the  king 

34  of  Damascus*  For  the  army  of  the  Syrians  came  with  ja  small 
company  of  men»  and  the  Loro  delivmd  a  very  great  host  into- 
their  hand,  because  they  had  forsaken  the  Loird  Gon  of  their. 

55  fathers.  So  they  executed  judgment  against  Joaah.  And  when 
they  were  departed  from  himjt  (for  they  .left  him  in  great  dis« 
easesy  he  was  greatly  wounded^  and  probably  in  great  anguUh  of 
•piritjj  his  own  servants  conspired  against  himfcr  the  blood  of 
the  sons  of  Jehoiada  the  priesty  and  slew  him  on  his  bedv  and 
he  died  ;  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David)  but  they 

'     buried  him  not  in  the  sepulchres  c£  the  kings,  because  he  had  farm 

56  saken  God  and  slain  one  of  his  prophets.  And  these  are  they  that 
conspired  against  him ;  21abad  the  son  of  Shimeath  an  Am« 

37  monitess,  and  Jehozabad  the  son  of  Shimrith  a  Moabitess.  Now 
[concerning]  hia  sons,  and  the  greatness  of  the  burdens  [laid] 
upon  him,  the.  tribute  of  the  Syrians^  orjhe  q^ctions/rom  the 
hand  of  God^  and  the  repairing  of  the  house  of  God,  behold,  they 

.  (are]  written  in  the  story  of  the  book  of  the  kings.  And  Ama« 
aiah  his  son  reigned  in  his  ateid.* 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  T  EARN  what  an  hap[rinessit  is  for  young  men  to  hare  good 
'  JLl  guides,  to  teach  tiiem  what  is  useful,  especially  that  which 
Is  fight  in  the  sight  of  God  :  Joash  was  good  while  Jehoiada  livi^. 
Let  young  people  value  such,  reckon  their  instruction  a  blessing, 
and  not  a  burden  :  following  them'  in  ail  the  important  affairs  of 
life,  especially  in  marriage,  which  is  the  most  important,  is  a  marie 
of  wisdom,  not  of  weakness.  A  child  left  to  himself  is  generalljr 
yuined.  ^  that  toaiketA  with  wise  men  shaii  be  wisey  but  a  companion 
sfjbols  shaH  be  destroyed. 

'  S.  How  careful  should  aged  saints  be  that  they  do  ttot  grow  indo^ 
lent,  and  cloud  the  honour  of  thehr  useful  days.  v.  6.  jifnd  the  king 
' catted Jbr  Jehmada  the  chitf^  and  said^  Why  hast  thou  not  regtdted  qf 
the  Levites  to  bring  in  out  qf  Judah,  and  out  of  Jerusalem,  the  collecm 
Hon  according  to  the  eommandfnent  of  Moses  the  servant  qfthi  Lord? 
Be  was  not  snfiiciently  careful  to  quicken  the  priests,  and  see  them* 
^lerfbrm  their  work  fiuthiiilly.  This  is  the  case  with  too  many  aged 
^ristians.  Let  us  guard  against  it ;  be  fruitful  and  active  as  long 
as  we  are  able  ;  and  never  indulge  a  slothful  temper,  but  show  our 
9eal  for  God  ;  beeauae  the  Hme  is  shorty  and  our  satvati^n  is  nearet* 
|to&  when  vtcjhst  he&cvcd^  v         • 


♦  AlMrtai»itii>ii^  arlC/«ytdlii»xUi.Siiyliii  w*  *ry. 


\ 
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yptm  hmiih  ;  After  all  th^ae  jdeasUi^  pra^tpeets-y  he  died  mtoe^ble. 
iM  those  vho  fonake  God  after  havitig  knowa  hMD^and  %v  a  while 
Mia&ed  ill  bis  way^  remember  that  their  gufk  is  peculiarly  agg^ra- 
wmtd,  and  !»heir  plagues  shall  be  great  vad  wonderful.  Let  alU 
cepeciall^  those  who  are  f  oang,  and  are  ttow  bepeftil,  beware,  leH 
t^  drff0  hmck  to  furdition.  May  they  betievey  and  peftovere  ^  the 
end,  that  they  may  be  sayed^ 

CHAP.    XXV. 

The  ftign  mtd  Aeld  of  Jkrmtmi* 

t  Tt  M  A  Z I A  H,  the  4on  of  Joashy  [was]  twenty  and  five 
jLjL  years  old  [when]  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigncf! 
twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalcnj.    And  his  mother's  name 

S  [was]  Jehoaddan  of  Jerusalem.  And  he  dM  [that  \Thich  was] 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  LoRp,  bat  not  With  a  perfect  heart,  not 

8  Hke  king  Davidy  as  it  w  exfircssed  in  2  Kjn^%  xiv.  13.  Now  it 
came  to  ];Sass,  when  the  kingdom  was  established  to  him,  that 
be  slew  his  servants  that  had  killed  the  king  his  father  ;  a/n 
they  were  per$ons  of  cortsiderabte  eminence  at  courts  he  durst  not 

4  do  it  till  he  waa  settled*  |lul  he  slew  not  their  children  ;  thi^ 
Vfos  eommendahley  notwithstanding' (here  was  danger  of  their  rcds-^ 
ing  a  faction  and  revenging  their  father's  death  ;  brft  [dtd]  ap 
[it  is]  written  in  the  law  ip  the  book  of  Moses,  where  the  I^ord 
eommanded,  saying,  The  fathers  shall  not  die  for  the  children, 
neither  shah  the  children  die  for  th^k  fethers,  but  every  man 
shall  die  Ib'r  his  own  sin.  , 

5  Moreover  Amamh  gathered  Jtidah  together,  and  made  themr 
captains  over  thousands,  and  captains  over  hundreds,  accohling 
to  the  housed  of  [their]  fathers,  throOghotrt  all  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin ;  ali  of  me  family  h'e  fiut  imder  the  cfommand  of  one  of  that' 
family  :  and  he  nun^red  them  from  twenty  years  old  an<f 
above,  and  fbuivd  them  three  hundred  thousanrf  choice  [ftien, 
rf)le]  to  go  forth  to  war,  that  could  handle  spear  and  shield  ; 
they  were  sadly  diminished  since  Jchoshafihat's  time^   when  they 

S  Were  about  four  times  that  number.  He  hired  also  an  hOndrerf 
thousand  mighty  men  of  valoor  oot  of  Israel  for  an  hilndred 
talents  of  silver.  This  was  wrongs  because  they  were  idolaters  / 
God  had  determined  that  the  kingdoms  should  Se  ke/it  Satinet^  and 
'  T  had  forbidden  any  alliance  between  them.  But  there  came  a  nianf 
of  God  to  hrm,  saying,  O  king,  let  not  the  army  of  Isr&l  gor 
with  thee  ;  for  the  Lord  [is]  not  with  Israet,  [to  wit,  with]  ajf 
•  the  children  of  Ephraim,  because  they  are  idolaters,  JBot  if  thoii' 
wilt  go,  do  [it,]  be  strong  for  the  battle  :  God  shall  make  thee 
fell  before  the  enemy  ;  thou  shaft  have  no  success^  alt  shall  te  /ti 

9  vain  :  for  God  bath  power  to  help,  and  to  cast  down*.  Andf 
Aflaaziah  said  to  the  man  of  God,  But  what  shall  we  do  for  the 
hundred  talents  which  I  have  given  to  tli^  army  of  Israel? 


4oQ  ■  UL  L«X1£\vIXn11^J^J!m9«      /LAV* 

mu9t  I  lo%e  the  money  vfMch  U  already  paid  f  And  thft  tOMSk  dt 
God  answcredf  The  Lokd  is  able  to  giTe  thee  much  more  thatt 

10  this,  if  thou  vfUt  o^ey  hin^  and  truet  Ar<  goodneae.  Then  Ama* 
ziah  sepai^ted  them,  [to  wit,]  the  army  that  was  come  to  bim 
out  of  Eprtirahn,'  to  go  home  again  :  wherefore  their  anger  was 

w  greadj  kindled  against  Judah,  and  they  returned  home  in  great 
-  anger,  reaoMng  to  be  reversed  for.  this  tnBuit* 

11  And  Amaziah  strengthened  himself,  and  led  forth  his  people 
agaimt  the  BdonHte^^  and  went  to  the  Valley  of  salt,  and  smote 
of  the  children  of  Seir,  ten  thousand  ;  and;  as  wejhtd  in  3  Kh^ 
m*  7.  he  took  Selah^  or  Petra,  the  tafdtat  tfthe  country^  the  cH^ 

VX  dty  fif  Arabia  the  atony.    And  [other]  ten  thousand  [left]  alive 
£d  the  children  ai  Judah  carry  away  captive,  and  brought  them 
•  unto  the  top  of  the  rock,  and  cast  thern  down  from  the  top  <^  the 
yock»  that  they  aB  were  broken  in  pieces.* 

13  Bnit  the  soldiers  of  the  army  which  Amaziah  sent  back,  that 
they  should  not  go  with  him  to  battle^  took  the  advantage  qf  hU 
army  being  gone  against  jRdom^  and  fell  upon  the  cities  of  Judahy 
from  Samaria  even  imto  Bethhoron,  and  smote  thiee  thousand 
of  them,  and  took  much  spoil,  whieh  tww  a  punishment  to  Jma* 
ziah  fir  joining  ndth  those  idolaters* 

14  Now  it  came  to  pass,  after  that  Ama^ah  was  come  from 
the  slaughter  of  the  Edomites,  that  he  brought  the  gods  of  the 
children  of  Seir,  which  he  ought  to  have  burned^  and  set  them  up 
[to  be]  bis  gods,  and  bowed  down  himself  before  them,  and 

15  burned  incense  unto  them.  Wherefore  the  anger  of  the  Loam 
was  kindled  against  Amauah,  and  he  sent  unto  him  a  prophet* 
which  said  unto  him,  Why  hast  thou  sought  after  the  gods  of 
the  peo^de,  which  could  not  deliver  their  own  people  out  of  thine 

16  Imnd  ?t  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  talked  with  bun,  that  [the 
king]  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  made  of  the  king's  counsel  ?  dost 
thou  presume  to  give  advice  without  a  commission  f  not  regarding 
the  commissionhe  had  from  God:  forbear  ;  why  shouldst  thou  be 
smitten  H  Then  the  prophet  ferbare  ;  he  determinfd  to  say  no 
more^  but  denounced  sentence  against  Mm^  and  said,  I  know  that 
God  hath  determined  to  destroy  thee,  because  thou  hast  done 
thist  and  hast  not  hearkened  unto  my  counsel. 

ir  Then  Amasiah  king  of  Judah  took  advice,  and  sent  to  Jeaah 
the  son  of  Jehoahaz,  the  son  of  Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  saying, 
Come,  let  us. see  one  another  in  the  face  ;  encouraged liy  his  vic^ 
tory^andvexedat  the  injury  the  returning  Israelites  htutdone  him^ 
V.  13.  he  sent  him  a  chaUengCj  and  hoped  now  to  reduce  the  king* 

'i 
*  Thts  wsn  bsHtoroot  treatment,  b«t  rary  eoduooo,  etpeelallr  aamig  t&e  Romans.   W« 
ftn  in  9  Kingi  that  be  called  the  city  jokthocl.  or.  obtdUnce  t»  Cod,  bccsHiae  he  though  this 
irlctory  wu  a  retraid  fbr  his  obedience  in  lendtni;  back  the  hired  laraelitet. 

t  Had  he  rhrown  them  from  the  rock,  intteadorthr  soldlert,  he  woaldhav«  ^bown  a  mocfa 
more  pioos  and  compaasionate  iiiirit.  Nothinff  more  need  be  said  to  convince  him  v£  his 
acttpidity.  It  waa  much  wiser  coodoct  in  Fabios,  the  Roman  governor,  who,  when  ht  bad 
fcftken  Tarentom,  and  was  a&kcd  what  they  most  do  with  the.  gods  ? .  answer^*  let  Ihcpi 
tlone,  they  are  good  for  nothing,  since  they  conld  not  defend  their  worshlppen. 

« 

4  He  had  probably  here  a  reference  to  Zechadabf  who  wis  pot  to  death  Hn  the  fonae^ 
tetgn  fst  his  faichfol  reproef,  <h.  xxIy*  3i. 
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i#  dont  (/  hrad  to  hctiMifasmi  dgaiH.  Atld  Jod!^  kJMg  it  UHtt 
■ent  to  Ahids^ah  kifig  of  Jttdiifay  tetyiffg,  m  a  tno$i  tcdnnifiU  and 
mortifying  manner  by  a  fiarable^  Tl^e  thistle  tliM  [wts]  in  Leba- 
Don,  sent' to  the  cedar  that  [was]  in  Lebanon^  saying,  Give  thy 
daughter  to  my  son  to  vift  :  dnd  thire  passed  by  a  wild  bfast 
that  [was]  in  Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the  thistle  ;  a  thUticj  bC'* 

.^  uat9€itrlukddrawi^blfi9d<f  iotM  poor  ITM^ 

claim  0n  alUan^  Wih  Ui<  cedar^  and  fM#  ^goidfy  a  tree  d*  fkat^ 
«o,  b€cau$fi  JmoziBk  had  beaUn  t/i&  Edomitte^^  he  thwghi  he  migh$ 
C9ng$ur  (Ae  Itroilue^'  /.  bmt  Jaaah  i^ihimknow  tha$  he  and  hk  meii 
WQtUd  tread  him  dow^h  ^  etteii^  oa  a  wkL  beemt  doea  a  Matk^ 

J9  Thou  say^tf  Lqi  tbou . h«kat  ^wj&tifii  tk«  I^iitil^  mti  tUno 
heart  lifteih  thee  up  to  boast ;  abide  now  at  h<»ae  t  why 
sbouldst  thou  vMddle  to  [thine]  ^rrt,  thi^  t\mik  dboitUat  MI9 
[pvmi  thoi^and  Judsbwkh  Ihee,?  JBeiianient  mth  tke  vktor^ 
already  gfdncd^  and  be  foiet  iu-  homtj  or  eUe  it  mU  end  in  th^ 

810  ruin.  But  Aroszhh  would  nothoaf^  fcrjt^  [(atnejof  6odi 
that  be  nught  deliyer.tbcun*  into  the  lMMad'[e(  their  enettiesy) 

SI  bacause  they  sought  after  (he  gsdsol  Jt^^im^     80  Joeah  1^ 

king  of  Israel  west  up ;« md  d^Y  f^r  M^another  in  the  &ce# 

.  [tKyihl  be  ai>d  h^wtk  kiiig'^f  lu<)»li»  at  Bethafeenesli)  whick 

^  [beloi^geth3  to  Judab«  .And  Juii»h-w9f  put  to  the  w«avse-fadbre 

2Z.  Israelf  aM^y  fl^  eT«ry  mm  t^  Us  teit  And  Joaift  Ihd 
king  of  Israel  took  Amaziah  Ub§^  «f  Jud$th»  the  ben  of  Jbaahf 
.  the  spo  of  Jehoahasy  at  Elethshsmesb}  aodbmight  hinot  t»  Jerm 
salemt  hit  pwrt  caififuU^  4y;id  bwilte  deiim  the  waU  of  •  Jerasaless 
from  the  gate  of  £phr«im  to*,  the  eemer.  giite>  four  vbilftdired  eu^ 
bits  ;  thac  if  they  did  notjulfil  the  condition  he  might  tke  more  earn 

t4  mly.cha9ti9e  thenh  A^AOh^ift^k]  aU  Ihd  091' «*}the'silv!er,  ttid 
all  the  vessela  tbsEl  wcor^  fouod  in  the  hoiMe#f  God  with  ObedN 
edom^  one  qfhie  paoteriU^tQvAo^ihe^are  qfUfem  wwa  ebpmi$ttd^ 
and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  hoii8e»  the  hoitages'atoo^  iftr  ehi^ 
peraone,  ^  tpe  ifsfM»4in4  fptifiMl4-«t»Samftria9  ^  didmatlmfim 
a  gammm  th^e^  b^ej^uea-he  hadmork  4nmtgh>vdik  lAr  SyHtma 
aL  homeJ^ 

2B      And  AmazoaKthe  wi  of  Joashkiwof  Judah Msred  after tiie* 

36  death  AfJofMl^r  son  of  JehoahaslMPg  oflarael  fifteen  feara«  liwt 
the  rest  af.the  acts  of  Ameziahi  fi«st  and  kuit»  beh^d^  [ave]  they* 

^7  not  written  in  tjbebodk  «f  the  iMgfl  of  Judah  and  Israelf  Vow 
after  the  time  thatAmaziah  did  turn  away  from  following  fto 

*   Lo&i>»  thay  49iide  n  coiiaiHraef  aguaai  biariii  Jtnnalelii ;-  oeeing 

-  the  coutHry-efudledj  their  city  diemmtledftheir  eom  or  rekaime  car* 
/tied  avHty^'OM  AaotageOf  andaU  tkm  owing  to  hieflride  ttMraeh^ 
neus  tkey  canjtfdred  againet  him  £  and  he  fled  to  Laehish  r  but'  - 

,     tMy  .M»t  JUt  LMhiak  after  hiosv  and  slew  hi»  there  ^  thty^  oenT. 

adetae/unen$  ofooldiere^  and  it  eeem*  to  have  been  tha  tKt  of  oM 

••••it*  ,' 

^^  *  Thtt  prtibably  it  die  detolatton  rtttntd  to  ^  the  first  cbayTer  of  i^Ub'f  prop  htcfi 

Vol.  IIL  Oo  o  '  .   w    i  /i 
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"%$  the  ^ieafileiwko  wereveieedto^it^ferf^mtM'k^^UJ^,^ 

they  brought  him  upon  horses,  wad  huiied  him  wA  hit  ftsterB 
inthe  cit  j  of  Judafa. 

REFLECITDNS. 

l.TTTE  are  tatight  hctottf  that  it  is  not  suficient  to  aet  in  re« 
'-  VV  tigifltt  M  «iy  fawifcithcffi  ^KPey  unkaa^our  liearC»acie 
Hght  with  God.  Amaziah  did  what  was  right  in  itseU^  Irat  not  like 
David.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  wgfshit>  In  the  same  place  with  our 
fetbers  ;  to  adhere  to  the  inteffest  they  promoted^  without  their  in- 
Vefj^ymdttA  Unless  the  heart  b  right)  all  is  run  andhypc^- 
critical. 

•  3.  Thealhoflficieticy  of  God  should  encourage  U69  whatever  we 
may  lose  for  a  good  conscience^  V.  9.  Jnd.4mazmh^Mtt  thimaitt^ 
Godj  hit  VfAai  ^Ml  we  dd  /hr  the  hundred  taSetUM  which  I  htctc  gtuen 
SO  the  arm^  of  Initei  f  A$td  the  Ikon  ^  Ood  mtomertdj  The  Lord 
to  ahle  to  gfve  thee  nmch  fMte  than  Mo.  This  is  a  iMS-y  common 
<4i]ecdan  in  quart^a  #xmt  money  tnMtef^  ;  we  are  loth  to  yield  ; 
lo  gWe  up  unfol  branches  of  trade  irltfich  ai%  profitable ;  or  fin  kave 
offsetlin^  on  the  Lord's  day.  We  are  ready  lo'asfc)  What  lAiaO  we 
•  do  for  the  nK»ney  ?  But  it  is  b^ow  a  g^nxl  man  to  a^  saefa  a  <|uest« 
km,  in  cases  where  duty  and  conscience  iire  cxmcemed.  The  be« 
lief  of  (^od*ft  allsufficiency  is  an  answer  to  a  thousand  such  triffinf; 
objections.  He  can  make  up  every  loss.  Let  u«  ofttsi  thmk  of  tlus 
when  we  are  called  %ipon  to  part  irith  any  thing  ^  Ood  aind  relig- 
ion. So  Paul  urges  to  chariiy>  Gc4  U  Me  to  msAe  aU  grttu  ^Amaui 
to  you. 

'  S.  See  the  tnisemble  condttiem  of  that  nMOi  to  whtmi  the  word  of 
the  Lord  h  a  blitllen  and  repi^ach^  v.  Itf.  fUm  the  prophet  mnd^ 
Ikntm  thmt  God  hath  determined  todeotrof^  thee  AectUMe  thoK  Aeui 
'done  thioy  and  hoot  not  hearkened  to  mtf  tounael,  Yomig  mtA  heiad- 
fltrong  people  are  willing  that  minisiert  shouli  always  prophesy 
•mooth  things.  They  are  angry  at  them^  and  al  polenta  and  friends, 
because  they  reprove  and  admonish  them  ;  and  are  glad  when  &ey 
give  over  But  that  is  a  sign  of  tmpendii^  rollw  We  may  cer* 
thinly  say  insuch  9i  tX9/t^  I  kn»m  CM  U  determined  to  deotro^  thee  g^ 
Ibr  the  word  of  God  declares,  he  that  'bdng  ffien  reproved  hardeneth 
hit  neek^  ohaU  otttldenly  (fe  de^tro^ed^  and  thot  mthatu  rotnedy^  Pftro^ 
xxhc  t. 

4.  Pride  goeth  hejbre  deofruethfH^  and  a  httughty  ophii  b^ore  et 
fiU.  Amaziah,  hotheaded  and  Ihished  with  victory,  vmold  defy  the 
hCsts  of  Israel ;  and  this  was  hteauBe  hbt  heaH  wao  ified  up,  Thia 
ft  the  cause  "of  many  disorders*  Itm  ndt  men^i  subatanea,  dieir 
hononrs,  or  their  victories,  which  do  them  mischkf,  but tHefer  pride  ; 
iheir  hearto  are  lifted  np.  Proud  men,  «poB  every  Uttle  soccem  or 
^ain,  think  themselves  superior  to  every  body,  and  fit  for  any  thing. 
But  Ihcy  efaAi  «a  it  ta  here  vaidi  vtedi^  to  thdr  hmrt.   He  that  is 


IS 
*  Sm  a  JClNfi  xiT.2|,  t«  the  end*  which  ihBvMbe  r«adia  this  miaeaiaa. 


*« 
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iigv«D^Stht»«r  g^^tfrkwriiiayqaiddf  liaT»  cooogliof  it  Itfe 
Wm\  m  J9Mh  adTMtd  AommIh  ^  liorry  oX  Ao«if  /  to  be  qiiiet» 
coDtenledy  and  thttklul.  Ti^  bt^jinmg  if  •trifi  u  qm  vihen  mvs  Itt^^ 
teth  QUi  water,  Prw.  xvii.  U.  The  stnrjr  we  have  been  conirider* 
logOQBlrmt  the ttsefulneei eff  8oloii»oa^ advice,  Q9mi,^h  fmk^ 
tify  «e  strive f  ieH  tkcu  knov  not  what  todoih  the  end  thareaff  when 
thy  neighhmtr  hath  put  thee  ta  whame*  Brop.  aonr.  •• 
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Vtziah  eueeeede  ^nrntiah  i  heie  emkten  with  lepr^tf  fir  tmmdnig 
the  fnieet^e  efftte  i  he  diee^  and  ie  mcteeded  hy  Jotham. 

I  npH  E  N  aP  the  people  of  Judah  took  Uasziah,"^  who  Oat] 

X    sixteen  yevi  dd,  and  made  him  king  in  the  room  of  bis 

'  2  father  Amaxiab.f  He  built  Eloth,  and  restored  it  to  Judabi  flf* 

3  ter  that  the  king  slept  with  his  frthers.  Sixteen  years  old 
(was]  Usuah  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  rcigned.fifty 
and  two  years  in  Jerusalcmi  the  longM  ^f  any  king  of  Judah  er 
JwaeL     'Hi^  mother's  name  also  [was]  Jecoliah  of  Jerusalem. 

4  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Loan, 
according  to  all  that  bis  lather  Aroasiab  did,  but  did  not  take 

.  5  away  the  high  fiiacee.  And  he  sought  God  in  the  days  of  Zeeh* 
ariah,L  (firaSably  the  eon  qfZechariah  whom  hie  grantifather  tlewyj 
Who  had  understanding  in  the  visions  of  God,  expounded  the 
eMfituree^  and  metruaed  the  fieofiie  out  of  them  :  and  as  long  as 

6  he  sought  the  Loan,  God  made  him  to  prosper.  And  he  went 
Ibrth  and  warrtd  agatost  the  Philistines,  and  brake  down  the 
wall  of  Gath,  and  the  wall  of  Jabneh,  and  the  wall  of  Ashdod, 
and  built  cities  about  Ashdod,  and  among  the  Philistinea  ;  that 

7  i>,  garrieone  to  kee/i  them  in  eitbjeetian^  And  God  hetped.him 
against  the  Philistines,  and  against  the  Aralnana  that  dwelt  in 
Cfur  Baal,  and  the  Mehunims,  a  wUdpeofUe^  who  Ijtved  fy  robbery 

t  and/Umderi  in  fart  of  Arabia.  And  the  Ammonites  gave  gifts, 
or  fireeente,  to  Un^ah ;  and  his  name  spread  abroad  [even]  to 
the  entering  ia  of  Egypt  i  Sbv  he  streogdiened  [himselQ  exceed* 

ingly- 
•  9      Moreover  Usaiah  built  towers,  hi  Jeruaalem  at  the  corner 

gate,  and  at  the  vaHey  gate,  and  at  the  turning  [of  the  w«d),] 
and  fortified  thism  ;  ^  rebmit  the  wall  that  wae  demotithefl  in 
hie/ather^e  time  by  the  k^  qfhraei^  and  Ihdlt  towere  to  defend  it. 
10  Also  he  built  towers  in  the  de8^,^/iac^«  qf  eecurity/or  hie  ht^ 
Umdmen  q;n4eh^erd9y  and  eheUerefir  hie  cattle  and  granariet^ 
and  digged  many  wells,  Ibr  he  had  much  cattle,  both  in  the  low 

'  •     -    .  * 

*  He  U  called  JUarUh  b  3  Kinis  xv.  i.   Both  are  words  of  the  umc  simifitatiooj  Caf 

t  Tbet»  we  m  Iwtei  lyifinim  cf  tiwl^  yean.  It  to  ■wiiaMf  due  Me  CuMr  dltdwh—  h» 
'wm  tbum  fowTewt  el4>  aaditwclve  ymn  after  dm  chr  f»eaplc  aaade  h&a  Uog  ia  tlie  rao^ 
«Caiaarthcr.    ' 


/ 
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7t%  faisBttlf  hM|Mli'>*»o  to  f»aut»)>ewiite  |teL«u>  bad  smittcii 

fl  iiH»/.  .i^ndUnkh  Hie  Ju]bi« «»» •  fepr wii^  tbe4ft74if  bis 

death)  and  dvelt  in  a  several  hwMHh  [beui:]  ^  ^P^v ;  &r  lie  wm 

cut  off  from  the  house  of  the  Lord  tf  and  Jothwa  faia  son  [^asl 

orer  the  lung's  bouse^  judging  the  peofile^lbe  land. 

$3      Nqw  the  rest  of  Una  aela-^f  Uwah^  fi^t  apd  kst,  did  Isaiah 

the  prophetf  the  soa  of  Amos,  writes  Aut  thU  uccmmt  u  lo^t.    Hn 

^3  name  U  menti^ed  in  Ifoiqh  vi.  I.    Sq  Uzziah  ilepit.iritb  btef^ 

thers,  and  they  buried  hlni  with  his  fathers  |n  the  field  of  thfe 

burial  irhich  [belonged]  to  the  kin^g ;  for  th^  saidi  He  [is]  ft 

leper :  and  Jotham  his  soa  reigned  in  bis  stead. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  \7lurE  iafer,  that  true  rdfgion,  or  JeriH^ /A#  XsHfyis  the  way 
'V  V  to  prosperity,  v.  5.  As  long  as  Uttiah  did  so^  Q9d*maMe 
§dm  to  firoifter  e^credingiy*  All  pronperity  tolAea  fHm  Cod,  and  is 
IBOM  Kkely  to  be  found  in  the  ways  of  piety.  Whattever  was  peculiar 
to  tb«t  <flspet>satioii)  sUll  it  is  to  be  remembertd,  thair  ^94limt99  i% 
jftt^d^  unt$  tilt  9fling9j  Mtrrit^ytfVtnUe  ^tht  Mfe  th§i  mv  iSyOkd  of 

2.  How  hafd  i%  It  to  haar  prosperity  witb  moAeyatton  and  Sbank« 
Mness  i  Uesiah  is  a  dreadful  instanee  of  tbiS)  v,  19.  fnm  he  «im 
mfnmgi  M  kmr$  wa9  iijhd^u  M^^Hmmnhn :  /^he  irmu§re99ed 
^gmrft  the  L^rd  Am  €hdy  mtdrnmU  mto  tke  $tm/A  (fthe  JLord^  dkd 
burned  iticenee  i^Um  the  aitar  qfiHenne^  He  had  led  large  fcrcea 
isgainst  bis  eoemies,  ssidii^ghdly  subdued  tbem }  butpflde  subdued 
il?m.  Good  men  as  well  as  mat  men  tat  io  danger  of  tMs,  We 
tieed  %^  w«tch  our  hearts  agmst  the  eneroacbment  of  so  dangerous 
«k  fce  ;  and  to  pray)  that  we  e^l^  toot  into  so^onmon  and  bwtful  a 
temptiition. 

9.  Learn  bow  jealous  CM  9b  ftr  the  purky  of  hbi  own  insdi«tions 
Md  tbe  order  of  bis  ho«tte,  wboinade  Ibis  grcnt  antf  gtatossy  aikd, 
in  dther  respects,  good  )dng)  so  awiiil  a  monuinaiit  of  bis  dlspjeas* 
ure.  We  have  no  such  particulal*  laws  now ;  but  tbe  reason  «f  the 
tbing  and  the  rule  of  the  gospel  T^i^e  men  to  keep  wi^bi  thHr 
own  sphere  and  calling ;  and  esp^dattynot  to  invade  the  miniBterial 
cilice  ;  it  is  pride  and Igntyntnce  wMlcb  enboldeft  nkmaomatiiiiea 
to  do  it.  But  a  U  mtjbr  their  hemur  h^i^e  ike  lord  fMod^  nor  Ibr 
tbe  honout  of  their  ministrf  .  liM  every  man  be  «  preacbtfr  hi  his 
own  family,  and  do  all  thegood  be  ca&loth«Mttia  af  hisneig^boim. 


*  Thef  www  ffoiDK  to thn^Khhn  dl*.  tttt  1i^  i«Bflt  oalluateir,  for  IbvofaQaie  greater 
JocHrment.  This  wai  a  very  remarkable  niBishjnent.  He  aspired  at  liQiioar«  and  was  tinicteii 
vr  «(h  « l^at^aome  disease.  He  in-vadod  mc  firteat*i  oflicef  and  was  xngrj  tf Itjb  lbam»  va^  oow 
was  smitten  wfHk  a  disaaaa  whkb  ttaa  aafeioot  ta  di«Sr  tepofctloa.  Bar  coming  in^  tie  »vt' 
m»rf,  he  waa  auii|«d  tb»  outer .€Oiict|  «Wt  «k)c  Bktmta^  MfMtst  ms^  enter,  pj  aaplring 
to  the  prlettlj  office,  he  lost  tbi  Toyal  aSgmty.        ^^  ^^ 

t  Sod  vaf  tilt  jvtif  ^hMfm,  m)mw^  piSkx  *^"  j^^^'^^^^**^}^^  ^Jf^ 
to  prevent 


pleasure ;  

acM,MidJatikehei8btel'aUliiasf«nr<  '  '    " 
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kwny^lil  t  ttm  yMM r  MtemieA  irkh  rioisi  murten,  mndiirf^iiid 
confesioft.  Alas,  whall  p0»c«  snd  oomfwt  could  the  nifajoct  have 
toDid«l-0iic^  •oeiies  ••  tKese  I  Let  utUeas^GodilMtiftttottlM'C^w 
fai  our  days.  We  should  make  sucJitcfiectioM  as  these^  wben  mm 
read  such  stories^  in  sacred  or  coramop  history  i  and  they  should 

be  made  with  much  seriousness  andf  j^titade:  - —  • 

8.  However  men  act,  the  word  of  God  shall  take  effect.  God  had 
aaid)  7)ly  tout  skail  nt  on  the  throne  unto  the  Jowrth  generation^  % 
JDngo  XT.  13.  and  so  it  came  to  pass.  All  Jehu^s  descendants  wese 
wicked  :  hut,  notwithstanding  that,  God^s  promises  were  accom- 
plished. What  an  encouragement  is  this  to  good  meUr  to  be  Hrong 
onfdthj  giving  glory  to  God.  Foith/ul  to  he  who  hath  firopnoed^  and 
mho  aloo  io  able  tofierform  s  and  if  he  keeps  his  word  with  his  ette- 
smeii  much  rnone  will*  ha  do  so  with  Ua  friends.  ... 
.  3.  We  must  imitate  the  bestof  menn^  further  disn .  they  behave 
welL  -  Where  we  have  a  particular  veneration  far  peraoiiSi  w#  are 
inrdanger  of  running  into  their  errors  and  ibUies.  Cauuon  ei|  t^is 
iMad  is  proper*  Let.usdoaeour  &thers<fi<^so&r  aait  w^sgood 
«ndi  eemoieedabie.  But  the  chief  thing  la  to  SoUow  the  rules  of 
.God's-  woid  ;  and,  like  Jothaatb/kre/kort'^ir  eiaya  k^fooio.theMord  i 
ahen  shall  we  bceome  mighty,  honoumble*  and  hoif^* 
^  4.  The  greatest  princes  are  only  God's  iiistnimeet%  and  execute 
his  purposes.  The  Assyrians  were  only  the  rod  of  hia  an^er,  2 
iBngojsv».%9^  He  gives  them  their  omnmission,  and  senda^th^m 
jegaiaat.uiigrateiulfAdttnfulnBen.  Letuafeverencehtsprovidi^ce; 
edoEe  his  influceuce  over  the  spirits  of  men  ;  and  reaaemberi  that 
the  hmito  qfaU  men  are  in  ihe  hand  ^  tho  Lord.  U^ipy  art  the 
(o  9ho.  hapoe  hum  fir  4heir/nemi, 
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^yihamftfgmmckedhf  J  -he  io  qfflietedhy  the  Syrkm$  ^  hiodoaihi  and 

io  omcceeded  by  ikzekiah. 

.  1    -A  H  AZ  [was]  twenty  years  old  whsn  he  began  to  reigiit 

jLJh.  and  he  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem  :  but  he  did 

.     not  [that  wbicb  was]  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Load,  like  David 

•  2  his  fiither :  For  be  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel, 

3  «nd  made  also  molten  images  for  Baalim.  Moreover  he  bunit 
incense  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  and  burnt  his  chil- 
dren in  the  fire,  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen  whom 

4  the  Loan  had  cast  outbafiire  the  chiUb'en  of  Israel.  He  sac- 
rificed also  and  burnt  incense  In  the  high  places,  and  cm  the 

5  hills,  and  under  every  green  tree.*  Wherefore  Uie  Loan  his 
God  defivered  him  mto  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  ;  and  they 
emole  him,  and  earned  awi^  a  great  moUiaide  of  them  eaptivesy 

•  TSc  IWawtec  ftftqt  hmkOm  thSOxoiOit  numy  giit.  thwiMSefiaa  liKWBiccttoo  whS 
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kilo  the  hatid  <]»f  the  king  <tf  Isrself  whd  Msote  fahtfi  widi «  f;r«M 

€  tkughtePi    Pop  Pc^fth  the  ^an  ot  RemaMah  friadir  h  firomgimm 

•hughtet^  and  slew  in  liidilh  an  htuidMd  and  tWentJr  tkomasi 

ii»  oile  day,  [whkh  ^wtTt\  ril  taliant  men  i  betsaiiae  Hhej  hat 

f  forsaken  the  Lord  Goi>  of  tliei^  IMhera.    And  Zkhti,  m  migfal^ 

Bran  of  Ephi*aim)  slew  Maaseh^  the  king^  sen,  and  Aflrikaa 

the  goterttor  of  the  house,  the  high  t/i'iKWrf  oftfl*  MweAalri^ 

and  Elkanah  [that  was]  next  to  the  king)  the  Mng"*  chuffinfmrnU^. 

•      And  the  children  of  Israel  carried  awa}^  cafftive  of  fkdr  bitdi* 

ten  two  hnndl^ed  thooaand,  wometty  sbiia,  and  davghtcft^  and 

took  also  away  much  spbil  frMi  thein,  aild  bto^t  the  wpA  l» 

%  Samarhfc.    Irat  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  was  there^  wh6a«  naaat 

[was]  Oded  t  and  he  went  ont  before  Hie  hMI  that  eaiae'l^ 

Samaria,  and  ^id  imto  them,  Behold,  because  the  Lotd  Gon  of 

your  IhthefB  was  wroth  with  Jndah,  he  bath  dalHetaid  ^en>  kiaa 

fMtr  hand,  and  ye  have  skin  thefti  in  a  fage  [that]  reacheth  «p 

id  nato  heaven.  And  now  ye  purpose  io  keep  ttnder  the  cbiMrtii^ 
of  Judah  and*  fcrdaalem  fifr  bondmen  and  boHdwomea  unba 

'  feu  ;  etM^  ra  ketfi  0itmjor  <Arv«a^  or  to  ^eU  them  io  other  coum^ 
irieey  contrwy  to  the  Utm  ofOod  :  [but  are  tihete]  not  yMk  ym^ 
cv«n  with  yoti,  siwi  agaiiMt  the  Lokn  yodr  God  ?  fif  which,  if 
Qod  were  9trkt  to  mark^  yak  wouid  he  ftttttiehed  vforoe  ihmo  theif^ 

It  mid  therefore  you  ought  A>  Mow  fherey  to  them.  New  hear  ma 
therefore,  and  deliver  the  captrvea  again,  which  ye  have  aakca 
captive  of  youf  brethren  :  for  the  ilen:e  wroth^the  Lobb  [ia} 

19  upon  .you.  Then  certain  of  the  heads  of  the  ehtldMA  ef 
Epfaraim,  Azariah  the  son- of  Johitfian,  Berechkib  the  son  df 
Meshillemoth,  and  Jehizkiah  the  son  of  ShaHuro,  and  Amasa 
the  son  of  Hadlai,  stood  up  against  them  that  came  fin»n  ^le 
wary  amd  ehowed  a  noble  efdrit,  meisting  on  the  profUie^e  order  t» 

13  deliver  uft  the  caftthfeo  being  ea:ecuted  t  And  said  unto  them,  Te 
shall  not  bring  in  the  captives  hithel* :  for  whereas  we  hare 
offended  against  the  Lord  [ah*eady,]  ye  iitfend  to  «U  [bmiW] 
to  our  sins  and  to  our  trespass  i  for  our  trespass  is  great,  and 

14  [there  is]  fierce  wrath  agaihst  Israel.  So  the  armed  men  left 
^e  captives  and  the  spoil  before  the  princes  and  a}l  the  eengre<» 

15  gallon,  to  do  mth  them  qe  they  fiteaeed.  And  the  men  wkich 
wei^  estpressed  by  name,  which  were  nominated  by  the  cqngr'ega* 
Hon,  rose  up,  and  took  the  captives,  and  WiA  the  spoS  cfotbed 
all  diat  were  naked  among  them,  said  arrayed  them,  and  abed 
them,  and  gave  them  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  anointed  thems 
dreooed  their  woundM,  and  carried  aD  the  foeUe  of  them  «poa 
asses,  and  brought  them  to  Jericho,  the  city  of  palm  trees,  to 
their  brethren  ;  firovided  beaetsjbr  thejeeble,  and  brought  them 
oqfe  to  the  land  ofJudah  :  then  they  returned  to  Samaria. 

16  At  that  time  did  king  Ahaz  send  unto  the  kings  of  Assyria 

17  to  help  him.    For  again  the  Edondtes'  had  come  and  smitten 
Judah,  and  carried  away  captives  ;  they,  took  advantage  qftheu 

18  troubles  and  confmiono  to  attack  Mm.    TIm  Ehili^tint»  alyi#» 
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»  We^engt  the  it^furie^  thai  UxzimhhU  grmn^fiuher  had  dome  tkemy 
had  invaded  tha  cities  of  the  low  country)  and  of  the  south  of 

t  Judah,  and  had  tiUiLcn  Bethsbemeshf  and  Ajalon,  and  GederoHiy 
and  Shochoy  with  the  villages  thereof  and  Timnah  with  the 
villages  thereof^  Gimio  idso  and  the   viUages  thereof:  and 

id  thef  dwelt  there.  For  the  Loan  brought  Judah  low  because  of 
Ahas  king  of  Israel  ;*  for  he  made  Judah  nakedy  and  ttans* 
greased  sore  against  the  Loan  ;  he  derived  them  ^f  the  dhme 

22.0  protection  6y  hie  idolatry  and  vnckedneee^  And  Tilgathptlnexer 
king  of  Assyria  canse  unto  hinif  and  distressed  hinx)  but  strength* 

S 1  ened  him  not.  For  Ahaz  took  away  a  portion  [out]  of  the  house 
of  the  LoRp)  and  [out]  of  the  house  of  the  kingt  and  of  the 

.  princeS)  and  gave  [it]  unto  the  king  of  Assyria  ;  he  got  together 
uU  the  treaeuree  he  could%  to  bribe  the  long  o/jieeyria  to  hei/i  him  i 
but  he  helped  him  nott 

S3.     And  in  the.  time  of  his  distress  did  he  trespass  yet  asore 

23  against  the  Lord  :  this  [is  that]  king  Abas*  For  he  sacrificed 
unto  the  gods  of  Damaacust  which  smote  him  i  and  he  said». 
Because  the  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syria  help  themy  [therefiure] 
will  I  sacrifice  to  themy  that  they  may  help  me.    But  they  were 

S4  the  ruin  of  himy  and  of  all  Israel.  aImI  Ahaz  gathered  together 
the  vessels  of  the  house  of  Gody  and  cut  in  pieces  the  vessels  of 
the  house  of  Gody  and  shut  up  the  doors  of  the  house  of  the 
Loan,  and  he  made  him  altars  in  every  corner  of  Jerusalem* 

25  And  in  every  several  city  of  Jud^h  he  made  high  places  to  bum 
incense  unto  other  gods»  and  provoked  to  anger  the  Lord  Go» 
of  his  fathers* 

26  Now  the  rest  of  his  acta  and  of  all  his  waysy  first  and  laati 
beholdy  they  [are]  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and 

27  Israel.    And  Ahaz  slept  with  his  iathersy  and  they  buried  him 
.   in  the  city*  [even]  in  Jerusalem :  but  they  brought  him  not  into 

the  sepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Israel :  and  Heaekiah  his  fioa 
reigned  in  his  stead.  ^ 


CHAP.    XXIX. 

The  good  reign  rf  Heiekiah  i  the  true  reSgian  is  reotoredx  emd  the- 

house  of  God  cleansed. 

1  TTEZEKI AH  began  to  reign  [when  he  was]  five  and  twen* 

'  Xx.  ty  years  oM,  and  he  reigned  nine  and  twenty  years  in 

Jerusalem.      And  his  mother^s  name  [was]  Abijah  the  daugh- 

9  ter  of  Zechariah.    And  he  did  [that  which  was]  right  in  the 

*  sight  of  the  Lord  accor^g  to  ail  that  David  his  ftther  had 

done. 

_  •  tt«MdW,*Avtf>^aA»«ttfae8efcBtraa4tht«l4tnMMlttl«f«irilt.  ftistvidnt. 
Ij*  mtttak*  In  the  tranicrn>liig. 

■MfaD^JfthSr'  acGovtt  ofthift  in  a  Xiiif s  &yI.  7-9*  ^^^  ^  ^"^^  F*r^  *"  '**'  ^ 

you  iiL  ppp 
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^  He  In  tlie  first  fear  qf  Ms  reigii,  HilhelLTst  naflttthy  iwilbfei. 
^  kegaa  a  r^rmatiouy  mmd  opened  the  doors  of  the  home  of  the 

.4  LoKD,  mkicM  kuJuiJk^  had  9but^  and  i>e{>aired  theai«    And  be 

■  brought  in  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  mjhich  his  /oilier  had  ex- 
eluded,  and  gathered  them  together  into  the  east  street,  ^Jbrt  the 

.  f  sa$tgaie-i  at  the  entrance  ^tke  temfUcj  And  said  unto  them.  Hear 
Bse,  fe  Levites,  saactiff  new  yourselvesy  and  sanctify  the  house 
of  the  Lord  God  of  four  fathers,  and  carry  forth  the  filthineas 
out  of  the  holy  [place  ;]  carry  the  altar  ofjihaz  out  ^the  €our$, 

-€  For  our  fathers  have  trespassed,  (he  e/ieak*  tenderly  cencemmg 
Me  9vnt  father^}  and  done  [that  wliich  was]  evil  in  the  eyes  oJT 
the  Loan  our  God,  and  hare  forsaken  hiiOf  have  left  hie  wrehi/i^ 

•  and  have  turned  away  their  faces  from  the  habitation  c»f  the 
Lord,  and  turned  [their]  backs  ;  that  is^  woreh^ied  toward  the 
eaet^  contrary  to  the  latOj  which  reared  them  te  worehifi  toward 

7  the  moet. holy  fiUice  which  lay  west  qf  the  court.  Also  they  hare 
shut  up  the  doors  of  the  porch,  and  put  out  the  lamps,  and  hare 
not  burned  incense,  nor  offered  burnt  offerings  in  the  holy 

^  [place]  unto  the  God  of  Israel.  Wherefore  the  wrath  of  the 
Loan  was  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  when  Pekah  slew  an  hun- 
dred 4md  twenty  thoueand  of  4hem  in  one  dayy  (eee  ch^  zxviiL  6.y 
and  he  hath  delivered  them  to  trouble,  to  astcmishment,  and  to 
f  hissing,  as  ye  see  with  your  eyes.  For,  lo,  our  fiichers  have 
fidkn  by  the  sword,  and  our  sons  and  our  daughters  and  our 
wives  [are]  in  captivity  for  this  ;  eome  were  ekdnj  and  atherm^ 

to  carried  eafitr^e.  Now  [It  is]  in  mme  heart  to  make  a  cov^iant 
with  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel^  that  hk  fierce  wrath  may  tuns 

I!  away  from  us.  My  sons,  be  sot  now  negligent :  for  the  Lom> 
hath  chosen  you  to  stand  before  him,  to  serve  him,  and  that  ye 
should  minister  unto  him,  and  bum  incense  ;  eee  that  God'e  Amr 
mre  oheervedf  and  the  order^  9f^  houee  reetoredf  now  you  have  Hb^ 

*  erty  to  do-eo, 

13  Then  the  Levites  arose,  Mahath  the  son  of  Amasai,  and  Joel 
the  son  of  Azariah,  of  the  sons  of  the  Kohathites :  and  of  tH^. 
sons  of  Merari  ;  Kish  the  son  of  Abdi,  and  Azariah  the  soia 
of  Jehalelel :  and  of  the  Ger^onites  -^  Jqah  the  son  of  Zimraaby 

13  and  Eden  the  son  of  Joahi-  And  of  the  sons  of  Elizaphan  ; 
Shlmri,  and  Jeiel :  and  of  the  sons  of -Asaph  ;  Zechariah,  and 

14  Mattaniah  :  And  of  the  sons  of  Heman  ;  lehiel,  and  Shlsnei  t 
and  of  the  sons  of  Jeduthun  ;  Shemaiah,  and  Uzziel.  Theee 
are  the  nameeqfthe  firincitial  fier^ene^  who  conned  with  the  kingj'a 

15  ordcrj  and  etirred  vfi  their  brethren  to.  the  work.  And  they 
gathered  their  brethren,  and  sanctified  themselves  by  washing 
their  bodies^  and  observing  of  her  rites  of  the  lam^  and  came  a(> 
cord'mg  to  the  commandment  of  the  king^  by  the  words  of  the 

16  Loan,  to  cleanse  the  house  of  the  Loan.  And  the  priests  went 
into  the  inner  part  of  the  house  of  the  Loan  to  cleanse  [it,]  and 
brought  out  all  the  uncleamiess  that  they  found  in  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  into  the  court  of  the  house  of  the  Lono.     And  Chef 

'   Invites  took  [it,]  to  carry  [it]  out  abroad  into  the  brook  Kidsen^ 
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if  MowtheybcfganOB  the  first  [day}  of  the  first  montb  to- aanctf« 
fy ;  wtt»kmg  every  fiartj  tieaning  the  candlesticks  and  vesseis^ 
wMck  were  grorim  rusty^  and  refiatring  the  decayed  parte  /and 
en  the  eighth  day  of  the  moBth  came  they  to  the  pon:h  crif  the 
Lord  :  io  th^  sanct^ed  the  hoaae  of  the  Loed  in  eight  days  ; 
and  in  the  stxteentli  day  of  the  first  month  they  made  an  end  j 
being  eight  days  itwre  in  cleaning  the  courts  and  chatndersy  and  of* 

1 8  Jkes  about  it.  Then  they  went  in  to  Hezekiah  the  king^  and  said» 
We  have  cleansed  all  the  house  of  the  Loa^  and  iie  aJtafr  of 
humt  offerings  with  all  the  vessels  thereof,  and  the  shew  bread 

19  table,  with  all  UKe  vessels  thereof.  Moreover  alt  the  vessels^ 
which  king  Ahaz  in  his  reign  did  cast  away  in  his  transf^resnony 
have  we  prepared  Mid  sanctified)  and,  behold,  they  [are]  before 
the  altar  of  the  LoiiBu 

90      Then  Hezekiah  the  king  rose  early,  and  gathered  the  nders 

81  of  the  city,  and  went  up  Io  the  house  of  the  Losd.    And  they, 

brought  seven  bullocks,  and  seven  rams,  and  seven  lambs,  «nd 

Seven  he  goats,  for  a  sin  offering  for  the  kingdom,  and  for*the 

sanctuary,  and  for  Judah.    And^e  commanded  the  priests  the 

83  sons  of  Aaron  to  o£fer  [them]  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord.*  So 
tiiey  killed  the  biiHodcs,  aod  t^e  priests  received  the  bl^, 
and  sprinkled  [it]  on  the  altar  :  likewise,  when  they  had  kiUe^ 
the  rtons^  they  sprinkled  the  bkiod  .^fipon  the  altar  :  they  killed 
also  the  kmbs,  md  they  sprmlded  the  blood  upon  the  altar ;.  all 

Ss  Ms  vas  according  to  the  hw.  And  they  brought  forth  the.  he 
goals  [for]  the  An  offering' before  the  kmg  and  the  congrtga- 

84  tion- ;  and  they  laid  their  hteinds  upon  them  :  And  the  priests 
kiUed  theni>  and  they  made  reconciltaUon  wilh  their  blood  upon 
the  dtar,  to  make  an  aioneteient  for  ail  Israel :  for  the  kin|^ 
commanded  [that]  the  burnt  offering  and  the  sin  offering 
[should  be  made]  for  all  Israel,  hereby  acknowtedging  their  re^ 

35  lation  to  them.  And  he  set  the  Levitss  in  the  house  of  ^the 
Loan  With  eymbal%  with  psakeries,  and  with  harps,*  according 
to  the  commandment  of  David,  and  of  Gad  the  king's  seer^ 
and  Nathan  the  prophet:  for  [so  was]  the  commafidmclkt^oF 

M  the  Lord  by  his  prophets.  And  the  Levites  stood  with  the  in- 
struments of  David,  iMch  David  had  af^ointed^  and  the  priests 

87  with  the  trumpets)  tMch  Moses  ordered.  And  Hezekiah  com- 
manded to  offer  tWt  burnt  offering  upon  the  altar.    And  when 

'  the  burnt  offering  began,  the  song  of  the  Loa^t  began  [also] 
with  the  trumpets,  and  with  the  instruments'  [ordained]  by 

88  David  king  of  Israel.  And  all4he  congregation  worshipped 
and  the  singers  sang,  and  the  trumpeters  sounded  :  [and]  all 

39  [this  continued}  untU  the  burnt  offering  was  finished!    And 

when  th^had  made  ah  end  of  offering,  the  king  and  all  that  were 

'    present  with  him  bowed  themselves,  and  worshipped ;  they  began 

m 

*  Atonement  wa$  first  made  for  rast'ilns.   The  law  appointed  only  oive  of  each^  a  sin 
^ftting;^;  bot  as  their  goiUhad  bernhietnoas,  Hevelriah  ordered  seven*  orotic  scv<en  timei  over. 

t  Probably  tht  swi  of  thi  Lord  was  the  hondred  «i4  thirty  sixth  psalm^  whlGh.seciBt 
#  havt  beca  used  in  thr  dafiy  wonhlp. 
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*  and'  concluded  the  service  with  a  iblerm  adonxhmpf  £le 
ao  majesty.    Moreover  Hezekiah  tiie  king  and  tbe  priMcee  oonw 

manded  tbe-Levites  to  sing  praise  unto  Uie  Loup  with  iJbe  worda 
of  David,  and  of  Asaph  tbe  seer,  itof  onfy  ifd»  dby,  but  cmthmaBy^ 
And  they  sang  praises  with  gfadness,  and  they  bowed  their 

51  heads  and  worshipped.  Then  Heasekkh  answered  snd  aaid» 
Now  ye  have  consecrated  yourselves  unto  the  Loan,  come  near 
and  bring  aaerifices  and  t)^nk  oilerings  into  the  heuae  of  tba 
Loan.*  And  the  congregation  brought  in  sacrifices,  and  thank 
offerings ;  and  as  many  as  were  of  a  free  heart  burnt  efierings.t 

S9  And  the  number  of  the  burnt  offeringB,  which  the  congregatidii 
brought,  was  three  score  and  ten  bullocks,  an  hundred  rams* 
[and]  two  hundred  lambs :  all  these  [were]  for  a  burnt  offering 

33  to  the  Loan.  And  the  consecrated  things,  aU  the  offerings  cortm 
Bc'ctatcd  to  Gody  beside  the  burnt  offerings  already  memioned^ 

94  [were]  six  hundred  oxen,  and  three  thousand  sheep.  But  thm 
priests,  euch  of  them  a%  n»ere  faneti/ied,  were  too  few,  so  that 
they  could  not  ilay  all  the  burnt  offerings  :  wherefore  ^eir 
brethren  the  LevHes  did  help  them,  till  the  work  was  ended, 
and  until  the  [o^er]  priests  had  sanctified  themselves  :  for  tha 
Levites  [were]  more  upright  in  heart  to  sanctify  themselves* 

85  had  greater  zeat  an(t  re^otution^  than  the  priests.  And  also  the 
burnt  offermgs  [were]  vh  abundance,  witii  the  fat  of  tbe  peace 
offerings  and  the  drink  offerings  for  [every]  bunit  offering. 
Thh  Win  mother  reason  wA^  the  fimeet9  were  toofew^  tkejkt  qf 
ihefteace  offeringa  woe  to  Be  bumt^  and  drink  qffhringa  were  pre* 

*  ^eraed  with  each  burnt  offMng^  So  the  service  of  the  houae  of 
the  Lord,  both  ordinary  and  extraerdinaryj  -was  set  in  order. 

96  And  Hezekiah  rejoiced,  and  all  the  people,  that  God  had  pre^ 
pared  the  people  :    for  the  thing  was  [done]  suddenly  ^  to 

"  eee  all  $o  ready  and  so  reeoiuie^  ma^lfeted  a  dhnne  v^/inenc^  an 
thehminde,  which  occaoioned  great  jay, 

*•«*  for  thfe  Reflecttom  oa  tU«  cfaapMr,  sm  t  Kiap  th^  TvSk  • 


.   ,  CliAP.    XXX, 

Tphe  pauffoer  bev/^  agreed  t^ion%  letters  are  ae^l  by  Hezekiah  to  inpite 
\  a&  JUrqel  to  it  :  we  ha:ue  h^e  the  mqnner  in  which  it  was  kefii^  and 
thefMatwiuch/oUowedit» 

""l  A  ,N  D.  Hezekiah  sent  15  all  Israel  and  Jdclah,  to  thtee  of  the 
JTjL  tentribea  of  Israel  that  ivere  not  carried  cdftdve^  and  wrote 
letters  also' to  Epbraim  and  Manasseh,t  tbat  they  should  come 

*  Atonement  beings  that  mnde,  and  the  ref^ter  wonhTt»  Mt^lMitd*  he  ooraiaandrd  that 
tflier  saerilicrt  thoald  bebroaiirht.  Having coitsccratcd  theinselvca,  by  e&rinr  McrificA  of 
rl)eoo£iliatioi\,  tb^y  wrre  to  brinf  peace  oflerinip  as  an  acknowlcdgmoat  of  God'a  gondae*^ 

t  Tbis  ahowed  great  piety  and  seal,  became  tbe  whole  of  tbe  U^mt  oflerlagt  were  dr-  . 
■tfOyed,  bat  the  peace  offerings  were  shared  between  them  and  the  prteatt. 

•    I  'Epbraim  and  Manasseh  are  particularly  mentioned,  bfcaa*e  they  weie  near  |«dahi  anj 
might  know  more  of  reltfnon  by  an  intercourse  with  thf  ir  nelghhonrs.     Tbry  '"   *'  -• " 

^me  to  Jermaleia^  beCKuse  that  was  the  oply  place  where  it  coald  be  kept. 


\ 
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«  fto  the  liouse  of  the  Losd  at  Jeroatkint  to  keep  the  pesaover 
.  S  iinio  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  For  the  king  had  taken  coiinsely 
mnd  his  minceSf  and  aU  the  congregation  in  Jeruaalenif  to  keep 
9  the  patii9ver  in  the  aeeond  month.  For  they  could  not  keep  h 
at  that  timOf  orMieJburtcenth  day  i(fthe  fint  months  a»  the  law 
direeitdf  Jwr  the  tentfiU  «mi*  not  cleamed  till  the  mxteenth  ;  and 
faeeauae  the  priests  had  not  sanctified  themselves  aofficientlyy 
neither  had  the  people,  gathered  themselves  together  to  Jerusa* 

4  Jenou  And  the  thing  pleased  the  king  and  all  the  congregation  "^ 
the  aiviee  of  the  cotptcvi  fiMrt  qfipravedt  and  the  thing  agreed  npon^ 

-  a  So  they  established  a  decree  to  make  proclamation  throughout 
all  Israielt  from  Beeraheba  even  to  Dan,  that  they  should  come 
to  keep  the  passover  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  at  Jerusalem  r 
for  they  had  not  done  [it]  of  a  long  [time  in  such  sort]  as  it  was 

€  written.  So  the  posis  went  with  the  letters  IrDm  the  king  and 
his  princes  throughout  aU-Israet  andiiididiy  and  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  king,  sayings  Ye  children  of  Israel)  turn 
again  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel,  and  be 
will  return  lo  the  remnant  of  you,  that  are  escaped  out  of  the 

7  hand  of  the  kings  of  Assyria  And  be  not  ye  like  your  fiithersy 
and  like  your  brethren,  which  trespassed  against  the  Ix>nd  God 
of  their  fathers,  [who]  therefore  gave  them  up  to  desolation,  as 

5  ye  see.  Now  be  ye  not  stiffnecked,  as  your  fathers  [were,  but] 
yield  yourselves  unto  the  Loan,  said  enter  into  his  sanctuary, 
wluch  he  hath  sanctified  for  ever :  and  serve  the  Lord  your 
God,  that  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath  may  turn  away  from  yov. 

9  For  if  ye  turn  again  unto  the  Loan,  your  brethren  and  your 
children  [shall  find]  compassion  before  them  that  lead  them  cap- 
tive,, so  that  they  shall  come  again  into  this  land  :  for  the  Loa^ 
your  God  [is]  gracious  and  merciful,  and  will  not  turn  awaf 
!•  [his]  fiice  foom  you,  if  ye  return  unto  hiin.t  So  the  posts  pass- 
ed from  city  to  city  through  the  country  of  Ephraim  and  Ma^ 
nasseh,  even  unto  Zebulun  :  but  they  laughed  tbem  to  scomt 
and  mocked  them.  The  measage  tuaf-genertUfy  eiighted  :  the^ 
knew  90  Httle  ofjchcrwihyandwere  eo  need  to  other  goda^  that  their 

11  hearte  were  hardened.  Nevertheless,  divers  of  Asher,  and  Manaa* 
seh,  and  Z^ulun,  humbled  themselves,  and  came  to  Jerusalein* 

12  Also  in  Judah  the  band  of  God  was  to  give  them  one  heart  t» 
do  the  commandment  of  the  king  and  of  the  prhices,  by  the 
word  of  the  Loan,  Judah  vfoe  unammowy  and  this  ie  mentioned 
ae  being  the  work  qf  God^ 

13  And  there  assembled  at  Jerusalem  much  people  to  keep  tlif 
feast  of  unleavened  bread  in  the  second  month,  a  very  great  con* 

*  The  ten  tribes  \aA  not  kept  it  since  ^elr  teptrationf  being  hindered  from  focnf  to  J^ 
nndero :  and  Jodah  never  keyt  it  with  rach  Mdemnit 7  as  they  did  now,  since  the  tiaw  off  Sol. 


t  This  was  the  pioos  and  aSectiooate  letter  which  be  sent,  in  which  he  exhorts  them  to  t«m 
again  and  yield  rhemseHes  ta  God»  and  enter  his  sanctuary  at  Jemsalem  \  and  not  he  Hke  their 
futhers  wbio  were  given  «p  to  idolatry  :  and  the  reasons  he  nrges  are.  that  ttter  were  die  cliil« 
dren  of  Israd ;  that  Jehovah  was  the  God  of  Ahrahain^  Isaac,  and  Israel  *  that  he  weald  be 
mrrcUu)  ta  thenb  ^fSi,  save  them  from  ruin,  and  bring  baclc  their  brethren.    This  the  law  of 

Hoses  declartd;  iMiin«IUah»aodaabt#luMlwtboritvteii»eit  iathiscaie*  aft  aoclfCW 
tSfir^ 
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14  gregatUti.  And  they  aroKaitd  took  itway  the  adtantlul^ii^ere] 
in  Jenisaleniy  and  til  the  altars  for  the  incease  took  they  swly, 
aiid  catt  [tbem]  into  the  brook  Kidron.     They  began  by  thomng 

15  their  zetd  against  idolatry.  Then  tbej  killed  the  paasofer  on  the 
fomrtceDlb  [day]  of  the  Beoodd  month  ;  and  the  priesta  and  the 
Lerites  who  had  not  eanctified  themeetoee  befite^  were  ashamedf 
aiai  aanctiiied  themaelresy  and  hrooght  in  the  burnt  ofieHnga 
into  the  house  of  the  Lob».    Thty  wH^e  oMhamed  at  seeing  the 

|#  people  ao  foanaard^  and  themselvee  ao  cold  and  negligent,  AtA 
they  stood  in  their  place  after  then*  manner,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses  the  man  of  God)  that  they  ndght  datpatch  the  buti* 
nesM  she  nwre  readily  :  the  priests  sprinkled  the  Uood,  [which 

17  they  received]  of  the  hand  of  the  Lerhes.  For  [there  wtre] 
asany  In  the  congregation  that  were  not  sanctified  :  therefore 
the  Lerites  had  the  charge  of  the  killing  of  the  pasaofers  fihe 
paschal  lamb  and  other  eaert/lcae  belonging  to  that  Jeoetj  and  more 
than  uoual  were  now  neceeoary)  for  erery  one  [that  was]  not 

It  cleaor  to  saaedfy  [them]  unto  the  Lord.  For  a  muhittide  of 
the  people,  [even]  many  of  Ephraim,  «id  Manasseh,  Isaachar 
and  Zebolon,  had  not  cleansed  themselves^  yet  chd  they  eat  tlie 
pnasover  otherwise  than  it  was  written.  Hcfovng  a  piiuo  dture 
§o  eat  it  J  they  were  allowed  to  do  w,  Uet  they  should  be  diHoarag* 
td^  and  the  growing  r^ormation  be  prevented^  in  httmble  conji* 
demte  thai  God  would  not  pumeh  this  neglect^  when  the  heart  woo 
•    homeat  and  upright.    Bot  Hezekiah  prayed  for  them,  saying, 

19  The  good  Loan  pardon  every  one  [That]  preparetE  kb  heart 
to  seek  God,  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers,  that  csmeth  with  pure 

■     and  holy  kttentionsy  though  [he  be]  not  [cleaaeed]  according  to 

M  the  purification  of  the  sanctuary.    And  tbe  L^an  hearkened  to 

SI  Hesfifkiah,  and  heakd  the  people.*  And  the  chiidfen  of  Israel 
that  were  present  at  Jerusalem  kept  the  feast  of  unleavened 

"  bfead  seven  days  with  great  gladness  :  and  the  Levkes  and  the 
priests  praised  the  Loan  day  by  day,  [singing]  with  Joud  inatni- 

92  BieMs  imto  the  Lord.  And  Hezekiah  spake  oomlbrtably  onto 
an  tfie  Levites  that  taught  the  good  knowledge  of  the  Loan,  that 
read  and  expoanded  the  law  to  the  pfopte^  and  they  did  eat 

•     thronghmit  Ibe  feast  seven  days,  offering  peace  e^rings,  and 

'  making  eonfession  to  the  Lord  Coo  of  their  £ikthers.  This  waa 
neeessaryi  cortstderlng  the  idolatry  of  Israel^  and  tfthe  kst  reign 

'  in  Jmdah.  Betekiah  commended  their-  core  and  diligentey  and 
promised  to  reward  their  zeal  in  propagating  the  true  religion^  aa 

fi  we  Jind  in  thi  next  chapter.  And  the  whole  asaemt^  took 
counsel  lo  keep  other  seven  days,  though  it  was  the  tiine  ofhar^ 
vest :  and  they  kept  [other]  seven  days  with  gladness  ;  with 

^  taerifieesyprayer^  praises f  ^c.  For  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  did 
give  to  the  congregation  a  thousand  bullocl^s  and  seven  thousand 

^    aheep  ;  and  the  princes  gave  tb  the  congregation  a  thousand 

,^  Sone  hatw  luppoted  that  God  had  inflicted  «r>me  dtiiraic  vpan  tfirin;  odier*.  tVattie 
■pxv  pardoned  tbeA ;  and  gave  them  lome  lokcni  of  hii  acceixusict :  probably  fire  ftom  hnvcl* 
%lki<n^  ludiMcMria  iSf  (incsfiUiw. 
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IwAtoeks  and  ten  thoUflMud  sheep :  uid  a  great  fwrniber  of  ]mcata 
sanctified  themselves.  Hezekiah  enttrteened  hU  9ubjte$%  4ind  Hkt 
Itmeiitesj  and  there  came  in  a  9ujficieni  number  offiHe9t%  io  ^€T 

tS  the  tacrificeM^  and  4firinkle  the  Mood.  And  all  the  congregKlioA 
ef  Judah  with  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  congrega« 
uon  that  came  out  of  Israel^  and  the  strangers  that  came  out 

M  of  the  knd  of  Israel^  and  that  dwelt  in  Judah,  rejoiced.*  So 
there  was  great  joy  in  Jerusalem  :  for  since  the  time  of  Solo* 
mon  the  son  of  David  king  of  Israel  [there  was]  not  the  lako 
in  Jerusalem. 

f  7  Then  the  priests  the  Levites  arose  and  blessed  the  peef»le 
aetftrding  to  the  /bw,  that  f>,  prayed  that  God  vfouid  dkes  ihem  ^ 
and  their  Toice  was  heard,  and  their  prayer  came  [up]  I*  hk^ 
holy  dwelling  place,  [even]  unto  heaven.  Me  aatwertd  Mat 
prayer^  and  ratijied  the  blemng  they  ftronouncfd. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  TT  is  the  duty  of  those  who  have  revolted  from  God,  to  tmn 
X  again  to  him*  to  devote  then^elves  to  his  service,  and  to  en* 
ter  into  strict  engagements  to  be  his.  This  is  the  way  to  cfiMap^ 
the  misery  which  impenitent  sinners  fall  into,  and  to  secure  God^s  &• 
iTour.     He  never  turns  hia  &ce  away  from  those  that  seek  hioa^ 

Return  unto  me^  and  I  will  return  unto  thee^  aaith  the  Lord. 

3.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  messengers  who  come  on  the  most  1nipor« 
tant  concerns,  and  in  the  most  friendly  way,  to  be  despised  and 
scorned.  One  would  have  thought  the  Israelites  should  at  least 
have  given  Hezekiah's  messengers  a  civil  reception :  but  they  mode* 
#d  them,  and  laughed  them  to  scorn.  So  the  gospel  of  recoodlia* 
tion  is  oden  treated;  and  the  kind  invitations  of  the  King  of  heavev 
despised.  But  the  consequences  Will  be  dreadful ;  Such  detfnMera 
Sha/l  wonder  and  perish,  * 

3.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  while  many  rejeet  the 
gospel  offers,  some  embrace  them.  As  the  gospel  will  be  to  many 
a  savour  of  deaths  it  is  pleasant  to  think,  that  to  some  H  will  be  a 
savour  of  life.  This  gives  encouragement  to  ministers  and  good 
men ;  and  the  hand  of  God  should  be  acknowledged  in  it. 

4.  The  zeal  and  (Mety  of  others  should  shame  us  out  of  owr  skAh 
and  negligence,  v.  15.  jfnd  the piHests  and  the  Levites  were  asham* 
4dt  and  sanetijled  themselves.  God  continues  in  every  age  some  ex- 
amples of  eminent  piety,  to  <|uicken  our  zeal.  When  we  see  oth- 
ers eager  and  forward  in  religion,  instead  of  censuring  their  condlicty 
and  imputing  bad  designs  to  them,  let  us  rather  hnitate  f  heir  zeal* 
Ministers  especially,  when  they  see  private  christians  sealoiiai 
^ould  be  ashamed  to  be  less  so.  May  we  all,  by  our  good  examplei 
provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works. 

*  ThcM  gUMigarB  from  Tiniel  became  proselytes,  amd  dwelt  in  Jodab,  and  tliu  efe«|K4 
liat nCKT dcamccioB  x^di  fitk^7  ■^c*'  ^^  bron^  on  tlieir  coiwtry  fegr  the  AMyz^vMS 
IHM&thMe  who  meckea  ■wckua'fi  meueoseri  were  carried  away. 


■ 
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5.  HezekUh^s  piuyer  for  the  |>eople^mfty  ptoperlf  be  adQ|ited  hf 
us  in  our  approaches  to  God.  The  great  thing  is  to  firefifft  the 
heart  to  9eek  God :  to  have  a  sincere  mindy  and  a  fixed  iatca^ 
io  serve  him.  There  may  be  defects,  in  oik*  wandering  tlxmghu^ 
in  the  frame  of  our  spirits ;  when  they  are  not  sudh  as  we  cwkl 
wish  ;  in  such  cases,  we  may  go  to  God  by  prayer^  entreat  him  lo 
pardon  us,  and  accept  our  sincere  endeavours  through  Christ,  aot* 
withstanding  these  unallowed  imperfecti(»is«  Let  im  therefirttme 
kotdiy  to  the  throne  (fgracey  that  wr  may  obtain  Mer€yf  and  Jind  grace 
to  helfi  in  the  time  qfneed,    Heb,  iv.   16. 

6.  Religious  services  (mght  always  to  be  attended  with  jof .  B 
is  often  sajd.  They  kept  thefea^t  vnth  giadnet*^  and  rtjcieedwith 
great  jo>y.  All  csUgious  dutiea,;Bhould  be  performed  with  pkasare ; 
we-ahould  come  to  them  with  delight  i  and  endeavour  to  keep  our 
hearts  cheerful.    Pray  vrithout  ceasing^  and  rejoice  ewermore* 

7.  The  blessings  which  God's  ministers  pronounce,  if  atteodeif 
to  with  sincerity  and  devotion,  will  be  acceptable  to  him,  and  oon^ 
fi<?med  by  him.  v.  27*  It  is  not  an  empty  or  insignificant  form; 
If  we  sincerely  join  in  it,  and  humbly  desire  a  blessing,  our  pnyera 
will  be  granted,  and  the  blessing  ratified.  Let  as  thai  heartily  join 
in  such  solemn  acts ;  for  in  God's  house  he  commandt  a  bteutng^  even 
hJefoT  evermore^ 
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The  zeal  qfthefteotde  in  deetroying  idolatry  §  the  firavieim  wade  fir 
airf^ying  God'e  table ^  and  hi9  firieete  ;  and  HexddaiCe  integrity  end 
aucceee  in  atl» 

I  ^VfO W  when  all  this  was  finished,  after  the  eeUbration  tft^ 
Jl\     /ioioovery  and  the  gwd  imtructitme  they  had  received^  all 
Israel  that  were  present  went  out  to  the  cities  oif  Judah,  and  brake 
the  images  in  pieces,  and  cut  do.wn  the  groves,  and  threw  dova 
the  high  places,  and  the  altars  out  of  all  Judafa  a^d  BeDJanuD« 
in  Ephraim  also  and  Manasseh,  until  they  had  utterly  destroy&l 
them  all.    Then  all  the  children  of  Israel  returned,  cveiy  ms^ 
.    to  his  possession,  into  their  own  cities. 
.^      And  Hezekiah  appointed  the  courses  of  the  priests  and  the 
.     Levites  after  their  courses,  which  David  had  vMtitutedj  ^  /^ 
daUy  vforMp;  every  man  according  to  his  service,  the  pne^t 
.    and  Levites  for  burnt  offerings  and  for  peace  offerings,  to  mi^ 
ister,  and  to  give  thanks,  and  to  praise  in  the  gates  of  the  teauor 
.    the  Loan,  in  the  gates  of  hie  house  about  which  the  Leaitee  ^ert 
3  encamticd^  and  kefit  their  firo^ier  stations.     [He  appointed]  also 
the  king's  portion  of  his  substance  for  the  burnt  offerings,  {ta 
wit,]  for  the  morning  and  evening  burnt  offerings,  and  ihe  burnt 
;6  for  the  aabbttfas)  and  for  die  new  moonsi  sad  ibr  the 
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iRt  letatSi  as  [h  U]  written  in  the  law  of  the  Loan.*  More* 
•over  he  commandcKl  the  people  that  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  to  give 
the  portion  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  that  they  might  be  en^ 
couraged  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  ;  tlmt  being  maintained^  ihq^ 
might  be  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 

4  And  as  soon  as  the  <x>mmandment  came  abroad)  the  children 
of  Israel  brought  in  abundance  of  the  first  fruits  of  corn,  wine^ 
«nd  oil,  and  honey,  and  of  all  the  increase  of  the  field;  and  the 

^  tiihe  of  all  [things]  broughtthey  in  abundantly.  And  [concern* 
ing]  the  children  of  Israel  aud  Judah,  that  dwelt  in  the  cities  of 
JvMiah^they  also  brought  in  the  tithe  of  oxen,  and  sheep,  and  the 
tithe  of  holy  things  which  were  oonsecrated  unto  the  Loan  their 

7  God,  and  laid  [them]  by  heaps.t  In  the  third  months  at  the 
beginning  <fharueMt^  they  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  heapsf 
and  finished  [them]  in  the  seventh  month,  at  the  end  <if  harvests 

9  And  when  Hezekiah  and  the  princes  came  and  saw  the  heaps, 
they  blessed  the  Lorb,  and  his  people  Israel.  They  biewed  God 
/or  thi9  filenty^  who  had  given  t/ie  fieofUe  a  heart  to  contribute  $ 
and  commended  the  fieofde**  generoaity  and  piety ^  and  firayed  God 

^  t0'bles9  them.  Then  Heeekiah  questioned  with  the  priests  and 
the  Lievifees  oonceroin^r  ^he  heaps  ;  how  there  came  to  be  eo  much 

IQ  l^.  And  Azariah  the  chief  priest  of  the  house  of  Zadok  an- 
swered him,  and  said.  Since  [the  people]  began  to  bring  the 
offerings  into  the  house  of  the  Loan*  we  have  had  enough  ta 
eat,  and  have  left  plenty  :  for  the  Lorj>  hath  blessed  his  people  ; 
and  that  which  is  left  [is]  this  great  store,  laid  up  for  winter, 

\  I       Then  Hezekiah  commanded  to  prepare  chambers  in  the  house 

13  of  the  Lord,  for  storehouses  ;  and  they  prepared  [them,]  And 
brought  in  the  offerings  and  theiithes  and  the  dedicated  [things} 
faithmlly :  over  which  Cononiah  the  Levite  [was]  ruler,  and 

13  Shimei  his  brother  [was]  the  next.  And  Jehiel,  and  Azaziahy 
and  Nahath,  and  Asahel,  and  Jerlmoth,  and  Jozabad,  and  Eliel, 
and  Ismachiah,  and  Mahath,  and  Benaiah,  [were]  overseers  un« 
der  the  hand  oif  Cononiah  and  Shimei  his  brother,  at  the  com- 
mandment of  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  Azariah  the  ruler  of  the 

14  house  of  God.  And  Kore  the  son  of  Imnah  the  Levite,  the 
porter  toward  the  east,  [was]  over  the  free  will  offerings  of  God 
to  distribute  the  oblations  of  the  Lord,  and  the  most  holy  things  ; 
to  give  out  the  proper  sacrifices^  and  what  belonged  to  them^  as  oil^ 

[is  fiW'U  ^^h  wine  J  and  incense^  ^c.  And  next  him  [were]  Eden^ 
and  Miniamin,  and  Jeshua,  and  Shemaiah,  Amariah,  and  She« 
caniah,  in  the  cities  of  tiie  priests,  in  [their]  set  office^  to  give  to 
their  brethren  t>y  courses,  as  well  to  the  great  as  to  the  small  $ 
as  the  farmer  were  to  distribtUe  portions  to  the  priests  in  waitings 
these  were  to  take  care  qf  those  who  were  at  home  in  their  cities 
t6  Beside  their  genealogy  of  males,  firom  three  yearn  obi  and  up- 

*  Tills  was  aipolated  to  be  furnlihed  oot  of  tht  common  tcock;  bot  at  the  ptoplc  wera 
yoor>  HezekUb  contrlbucfd  to  it  oat  of  hd  own  rerenne :  he  i«t  a  food  eJCaiB^«  that  b» 
tnigbt  therrhjr  qtikkon  otbora. 

t  By  e»m«€rfiNd  thinii  U  mcuc*  tbcis  vovt  or  vobfltarf  MUcstiMV*  te  JpUSi  tf  Sndti 

•r  rh«  iikoiu  of  war. 

Vot.  UU  Qqq 
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vtrd,  [cnnl  onto  tmrf  one  tiiaC  cwtereth  into  die  hmne  of  tf» 
LoiL9y  hi«  4^7  portion  for  thur  serrice  in  their  charges  accord' 

17  ing  to  their  courses.*  Both  to  the  genealogy  of  the  priests  hf 
the  house  of  their  fathers^  and  the  Levites  mm  twenty  years  old 

18  and  upward,  in  their  charges  by  their  courses  ;t  And  to  the 
geoealogy  of  all  their  little  ones,  under  three  t/ears  vld^  of  whkh 
there  wa9  an  exact  register  kefu^  thek  wives^  and  AeiP  aonSf  and 
their  daughters,  through  all  the  congregation  :  for  ia  thdr  set 
office  they  sanctified  themselves  in  hoUnesa ;  consecrated  them" 
•elvesy  with  great  Jidelityj  to  serve  an  holy  Godj  in  his  holy  fUaceJ^ 

19  Also  of  the  sons  of  Aaron  the  priest,  [which  were]  in  the  fields 
of  the  suburbs  of  their  cities^  in  every  several  city^  the  taok  that 
were  expressed  by  name,  to  give  portions  to  aU  the  Males  among 
the  priests,  and  to  all  that  were  reckoned  by  genealogiea  among 
the  Levites  ;  those  who  vere  not  in  ttfaiting^  hut  mi  home  in  their 
city  J  vere  alsofiromdedjor, 

80  And  thus  did  Hesekiah  throughout  all  Judah,  and  wrought 
[that  which  was]  good  and  right  and  truth  before  the  Loan  hia 
God  ;  what  vtasfileasing  to  God^  agreeable  to  the  rules  ofeqtdty  tmd 

%\  the  divine  lavf^  and  proJiuUile  to  the  fieofUe,  And  in  every  work 
that  he  began  in  the  service  of  the  bouse  of  God,  and  hi  the  law, 
and  in  the  commandments,  to  seek  his  God,  he  did  [if]  with  all  bis 
heart,  and  prospered  v  whatever  ht  undertook  for  the  advancement 
cf  religion^  or  the  good  government  of  the  nation^  he  didit  ttfirtjghify 
and  vigorously f  and  God  firosfiered  him  in  xV.|) 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  nr^HE  good  effects  of  ordinances  should  be  shown  after  they 
JL  are  finished.  When  the  people  had  received  good  instruct 
tions,  and  attended  the  solemn  festivals,  then  they  began  the  work 
of  reformation.  We  are  not  to  think  that  all  is  over  when  the  sab* 
bath  is  done  ;  or  that  it  is  sufficient  to  have  performed  the  public 
duties  of  it ;  for  then  the  hardest  work  begins  ;  to  cherish  good  im<' 
pressions^  and  put  in  practice  the  good  instructions  we  have  received  a 
he  ye  doers  of  the  wordy  and  not  hearers  only* 

2.  The  pictures  of  religious  ordinances  should  lead  us  to  hate 
aln,  and  fill  us  with  holy  zeal  against  every  thing  tliat  may  be  dis^ 
pleasing  and  ofTensiye  to  God  ;  with  zeal  against  all  kinds  of  ido/a« 
try,  till  we  have  utterly  destroyed  them,  and  left  none  standing,  how--' 

*  Hie  male  children  of  the  Levttn  above  fhrer  ytxn  eld,  were  idlowet!  to  cmoe  to  fStm 
temple  w  Uh  chr  ir  fathers*  and  ibare  i«  the  docributioo.    In  cheirtiac  ot'  waiti«g  ^Mcy  hwmgjhK 

tibelr  famillet  with  them. 

t  In  the  law  !t  vras  from  thirty  years  oM :  bat  David  altered  \t\%,  probably  by  divlat 
gppolAtmentf  a$  tlie  niMiberaorthe  people  and  the  prnselytei  liieltBied.  i  motu  soaUi.  a6. 

{  Thte  if  Kiven  as  a  coason  fdiy  such  cart  xtm  tabm  of  daelr  fiumlllBC*  btoanrtber  «iiSl. 
•ither  employed  in  the  temple,  or  in  teaching  the  people  at  iMuae ;  and  would  othorwikc  low* 
Seen  onable  to  provide  for  them. 

Q  One  circumstance  of  Heaeklah's  wisdom  and  pi^^  is  not  mentioned  here,  but  may  be 
inferred  from  Prov.  xxv.  i.  tlut  he  employed  some  skilful  scribe  to  compare  :uid  make  copiee 
Qf  the  Jaw  and  other  sacrci  wricinss ;  and  also  Rm.U)er  collections  of  proverbs,  which  were 
Sbaitterfd  abre  «<l  in  several  hands.  Tkcse  were  Ibne  by  Mlae  ptiiimer  propkett^ md |nit<li ">■»* 
Hm-  die  (oed  of  his  kin^o^L 
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dfer  mdeni  or  respectable.  Thus  sermons,  and  especially  the  dirist- 
ian  passovef)  should  he  improved  to  kindle  zeal  against  sin,  and  make 
all  who  attend  it  cry  out,  fV^t  hccve  I  to  do  any  mare  vnth  idoU  f 

3.  It  is  a  natural  inference  from  this  ehapter,  that  where  there  is 
a  love  to  God  and  his  house,- and  a  concern  for  the  interest  of  relig;* 
ion,  there  will  be  a  care  for  the  comfortable  maintenance  of  ministers. 
Hefze1(lah  was  solicitous,  not  only  to  have  them  maintained,  but  also 
encouraged  in  the  work  of  God.  v.  4,  He  commanded  the  people  that 
ittoett  in  Jeruaalem  to  give  the  portion  of  the  prie^ta  and  Lermtee^  that 
ihey  might  be  encouraged  in  the  iavf  of  the  Lord  /  that  they  might  be 
kept  free  from  care  and  distraction,  and  encouraged  in  their  work, 
by  the  generosity  of  the  people.  That  their  families,  by  being  com- 
Ibrtably  and  creditably  supported,  should  be  an  honour  to  their  pee* 
pie,  as  w^ll  as  make  them  go  on  cheerfully  in  their  work.  Those 
who  experience  the  benefit  said  comfort  of  a  good  ministry,  will  never 
grudge  the  expense  of  it. 

4.  The  way  to  secure  the  blessing  of  God,  is  to  do  that  which  is 
light,  and  to  do  it  uprightly,  v,  30, 3 1 .  ^nd  thua  did  Hezekiah  through^ 
eut  all  Judahj  and  wrcfught  that  xohich  wom  good  and  right  and  truth 
kcjore  the  Lord  hie  God.  And  in  every  vfork  that  he  hegan  in  the  aer» 
vice  of  the  houee  ofGodj  and  in  the  latOj  and  in  the  commandmentej 
to  seek  hie  God^  he  did  it  vdth  all  hie  hearty  and  prospered.  What« 
«ver  is  agreeable  to  the  nature  and  will  of  God,  should  be  done 
vigorously,  and  with  resolution  ;  with  a  sincere  intention  to  please 
hira,  to  profit  men,  and  save  ourselves  :  this  will  be  to  our  own 
lionour  and  comfort.  The  apostle  Paul's  rule  is  applicable  to  every 
circumstance  in  life,  Whatever  ye  dOf  do  it  heartily^  a*  to  the  Lord^ 
mnd  not  unto  men  ;  knowing^  that  (^  the  Lord  ye  shall  receive  the  re* 
mntrd  of  the  inheritance  :  for  ye  ^erve  the  Lord  Bhrist,  Col,  iii.  33, 34* 
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An  account  tf  Sennaci$erU>U  invasion  of  Juthk^  mtd  his  defe^  g  hi$ 
treachery^  0nd  renevfed  attempt  on  the  city  $  Hezekmh^s  sickncssp 
and  recovery  i  he  dyings  is  succeeded  ^Manasseh^ 

1  A  FTER  these  things,  and  the  establishment  thereofi  the 
JrX  settlement  of  all  things  about  the  vforsMp  of  Gody  Sepna* 
cherib  king  of  Assyria^  son  qf  Shalmaneser^  who  carried  the  ten 
tribes  captive^  (called  in  Isa.  xx.  1.  SargonJ  came*  and  entered 
into  Judah,  and  encamped  against  the  fenced  cities,  and  thought 
.  3  to  win  them  for  himself,  or,  to  break  thetn  t^.  And  iirhen  Bez« 
ekiah  saw  that  Sennacherib  was  come,  and  that  be  was  purposed 

3  to  fight  against  Jerusalem,  He  took  counsel  with  his  princes  and 
his  mighty  men  to  stop  the  waters  of  the  fountains  which  [were  J 
without  the  city,  that  they  might  be  qfno  service  to  the  enemy^ 
and  had  them  conveyed  by  pipes  under  ground  to  the  city  :  aai^ 

4  they  did  help  him.  So  there  was  gathered  much  people  to* 
getbery  wk»  ftoppodaU  Iho  foHBliia^  and  the  bn^  that  laa 
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.  throa^h  the  nudst  of  the  land,  sayiBg,  Why  shooldtheldii^  of 
Assyria,  the  king  of  Atsyria  and  hU  aliicBy  oone,  and  find  much 

5  water?  Also  he  strengthened  himself  and  buUt  u^  all  tlie  nA 
that  was  broken,  and  raised  [it]  up  to  the  towers,  aad  aaoUicr 
waU  without,  to  strengthen  the  old  oncy  aad  t epaiiied  Miilo  [in) 

6  thecityofDavid,  and  made  darts  and  shields^  in  abundance.  And 
Jbt  set  captains  of  war  over  the  people,  aad  gathered  Ayito^ 
gether  to  hink  in  the  street  of  the  gate  <^  the  city,  and  spakfr 
comfortably  ta  them,  eticouraf^ed  them  to  stand  iy  him^  in  dejenfe 

7  of  their  city^  religion^  and  liderties^  9ayin^»  Be  stfofig  aad  court- 
geouS)  be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  for  the  kifig  of  Assyrisi  nor 
for  all  the  multitude  that  [is]  with  him :  for  [there  be]  mon 

^  with  us  than  witli  him  :  With  him  [is]  an  arm  of  ficsh;  but 
with  us  [is]  the  LoR»  our  God  to  help  u&,  and  to  fight  our  bati 
Ijes. ;  we  have  a  good  caute^  and  a  good  God  to  drfiend  upon*  And 
the  people  rested  themselves  upon  the  words  of  Heaekiah  king  of 
Judah  r  encouraged  tftemselvea  by  what  he  said,,  Sennacherib^  hcfT' 
ing  qf  these  /irefiarattona^  viaa.  wiHihg  to  ncce/it  Hezehah^t  terva.*- 

9  After  this  did  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  send  his  senants 
to  Jerusalem,  (buX  he  [himself  laid  siege]  against  Lackish,  asd 
all  hi&  power  with  him,)  unto  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  snd  unto 

to.  all  Judali  that  [were]  at  Jerusalem,  saying.  Thus  saith  Senns*. 
cherib  king  of  Assyria^  Whereon  do  ye  trust,  tliat  ye  abide  ia 

1 1  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  I  Doth  not  Hezekiah  persuade  you  to 
give  over  yourselves  to  die  by  famine  and  by  thirst,  sayingi  The 
Lord  our  God  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the  tiog  o£ 

[VI  Assyria  ?  Hath  not  the  same  Hezekiah  taken  away  bis  high 
places  and  his  altars,  and  commanded  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
saying,  Ye  shall  worship  before  one  altar,  and  bum  incense  iipon 

13  it  ?  Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  fathers  have  done  unto  all  die 
people  of  [other]  lands  ?  were  the  gods  of  the  nations  of  those 

,1,4  lands  any  ways  able  to  deliver  their  lands  out  of  mine  lM«d  ?  Who 
[was  there}  among  all  the  gods  of  those  nations  that  my  fathers 
utterly  destroyed,  that  could  deliver  his  people  out  of  jnine  tond, 
that  your  God  should  be  abte  to  deliver  yen*  o«t  of  mine  hanff  * 

[15  Now  therefore  let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  you,  nor  persuade  yoo 
on  this  manner,  neither  yet  believe  him  :  for  no  god  of  any 
n^ion  or  kingdom  was  able  to  deliver  his  people  out  of  min« 
hand,,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  my  fathers :   how  auch  less 

|t6  shall  your  God  deliver  you  out  of  mine  hand  I  And-  his 
servants  spake  yet  [more]  against  the  Lord  Gon,  and  against 

>7  his  servant  Hezekiah.  He  wrote  also  fetters  to  raij  on  the 
Lord  Goo  of  Israel,  and  to  speak  against  himi  styingi  ^  ^"-^ 
gods  of  the  nations  of  [other]  bnds  have  not  delivered  their 
people  out  of  mine  hand,  so  shall  not  the  God  of  ^^^Ij*  j!j 

;»8  liver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand.  Then  they  cried  viih  a  ma 
voice,  in  the  Jews'-  speech,  unto  the  people  of  Jerusalem  that 
[were]  op  the  wall,  to  affright  them,  and  to  trouble  ^^^"j!  J*  * 

^^^  they  might  take  the  city.    And  they  spake  against  tjic  Cs^w 
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Jerusalem  as  against  the  gods  of  the  peo]^  of  the  eatth^  [which 
-were]  the  work  of  the  hands  of  men, 

to      And  for  this  [cause]  Hezekiah  the  kmg,  and  the  prophet 

f  1  Isaiah  the  son  of  Arooz«  prayed  and  cried  to  heaven.    And  the 
L4>aD  sent  an  angel,  which  cut  off  all  the  mighty  men  of  Ta1aiir» 
and  the  leaders  and  captains  in  the  camp  of  the  king  of  Assyria^  ' 
So  be  returned  with  shame  of  face  to  his  own  land.    And  when 
he  Waaeome  into  the  house  of  his  godt  they  that  came  forth  <^ 

S3  his  own  bowels  slew  him  there  with  the  sword.  Thus  the  Loao 
saved  Hezekiah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jenisalem  from  the  hand 
of  SeQnachenb  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  from  the  hand  of  aU 

83  [other,]  and  guided  them  on  every  side.  And  many  brought 
gifts  unto  th^  Lord  to  Jerusalem,  and  presents  to  Hezekiah 
king  of  Judah  :  so  that  he  was  magnified  in  the  sight  of  all  na- 
tions from  thenoeforth. 

1)4  In  those  days  Hezekiah  was  sick  to  the  death,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Loan  :  and  he  spake  unto  him,  and  he  gave  him  a 

$5  mgn.  But  Hezekiah  rendered  not  again  according  to  the  benefit 
[done]  unto  him  ;  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up  :  therefore  there 

96  was  wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  Not< 
withstanding  Hezekiah  humbled  himself  for  the  pride  of  his 
hearty  [both]  he  and  the  inhabitadtsof '  Jerusalem,ybr  all  tMre 
Uftcd  20  on  accouni  ^  their  ^Irverance^  of  the  ccmpHtnent  fram 
JBa^yloUj  mid  the  htdldingt  dome  ify  Hezekiah  ;  hut  they  hurnbled 
$hem»elve9i  so  that  the  wralh  of  the  Loan  came  not  upon  them 
ia  the  days  of  Hezekiah« 

U  And  Hezekiah  had  exceeding  much  riches  and  honour  :  and 
he  made  himself  treasuries  for  silver,  and  for  gold,  and  for 
precious  stones,  and  for  spices,  and  for  shields,  and  for  r  U  man-« 

99  ner  of  pleasant  jewels ;  Storehouses  also  for  the  increase  of  com* 
and  wincf  and  oil ;  and  stalls  for  all  manner  of  beasts,  and  cotes 

t9  for  flocks.  Moreover  he  provided  him  cities,  and  possessions  of 
flocks  and  herds  in  abundance  :  for  God  had  given  him  8ub« 

30  stance  yetf  much.  This  same  Hezekiah  also  stopped  the  up« 
per  water  course  of  Gihon,  and  brought  it  straight  down  to  the 
west  side  of  the  city  of  David,  Be  brought  water  under  ground 
trUo  the  city  before  the  Aetyriana  eame^  which  wom  «w  adndrahle 
tcntrivgnce^    And  Hezekiah  prospered  in  all  his  works. 

}1  Howbeit  in  [the  business  of]  the  ambassadors  of  the  princes 
of  Babylon,  who  sent  unto  him  to  inquire  of  the  wonder  that 
was  [done]  in  the  land,*  God  left  him,  to  try  him,  that  he  might 
know  all  [that  vras]  in  hi^  heart.  Famty  vaa  Hezekiah^M  firen 
dominant  fiaseion  ;  and  God  l^  hinty  that  Hezekiah  himeei/ might 
know  what  wa9  in  hi0  heart  :  God  took  thi9  method  to  make  him 
eeneibie  (ffitj  and  to  cure  it. 

32  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  Us  goodness,  be^ 
hold,  they  fare]  written  in  the  vision  of  Isaiah  the  prophet,  the 
son  of  Amoz,  [and]  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  IsraeU 

|3  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fothers,  and  they  buried  him  in  tho 

*  WlwUier  tirft  r«Sn  ts  Scnnsdeiib'l  dcitrictiaa« « ID  4ie  aiiaOei  in  Btx^ 
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oftlitt8epalebrc8ofdie8(mff6fI>»vM:t  anA^Q  lijdah 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Jeraudem  did  him  honoar  at  hia  death  ; 
'     lamenting'  the  I099  of  i6  exciUmii  a  prmcts  tmd  ntth  a  friend  14 
i^rae/.    Aad  Maaaaseh  hia  aan  reigned  in  hsa  oteadL 

REFLECTIONS. 

f .  TN  the  Inamnce  ken  elated,  we  ae^,  that  a  fefermeA  natioii 
X  may  meet  with  troubles  and  calamitiea.  Hesekiah  and  hia 
people  Were  eng;aged  in  a  good  work,  and  ))ad  reformed  mueh  ;  but 
man/  did  not  like  it.  They  were  an  hypocHticd  nation  ;  and  God 
lH*ought  this  evil  upon  them,  to  quicken  them)  and  tio  put  life  iirta 
tbia  ^od  work.  We  should  expect  trouble^  and  prepare  for  it  | 
and  make  that  use  of  a^ictfons  which  Cod  intends  ;  that  they  may 
quicken  us  to  greater  zeal  and  activity  in  that  whk:h  is  good. 

3.  Trust  in  God  should  always  be  accompanied  with  tlie  use 
tff  proper  means  ft>r  our  deliverance  :  so  Heaekiah  did.  He  fbrti* 
fcd  the  eity,  and  made  weapona  offensive  sAd  defensive.  To  trust 
in  God  without  the  use  of  proper  means,  is  to  tempt  him.  Prudence» 
▼ak>ur,  and  piety,  abonid  always  go  together  {  when  vi^d,  thef 
gsnstitute  tlie  hero. 

3v  A  behaving  confidence  In  Gi^d,  ia  the  best  remedy  against  the 
fcar  of  man.  Hezekiah  exhorted  the  people  to  be  strong  and  e<»ur* 
tfgeous :  and  why  ?  because  God  was  for  them.  Our  enemies  en* 
favour  tn  frighten  ua  from  this,  because  it  is  our  best  security  \ 
but  let  us  resist  such  temptations,  €nd  hm>t  owt  hearts  Jkxtd^  trttaiin^ 
in  She  Lord.  The  fear  of  our  Maker  will  {M'evait  the  fear  of  thia 
Ibry  of  the  oppressor,  THe  name  of  the  Lwi  ii  u  9trong  $o»er  $  the 
ri§hPtou9  runneth  into  it^  and  m  mfe, 

4.  In  RabsKakeh  wa  may  see  a  specimen  of  great  pride  and  in* 
aolence.  He  talked  big,  and  blustered,  and  seemed  vtry  desirous 
that  ail  should  know  who  he  was,  and  what  a  great  king  his  mastei^ 
waa.  Thus  do  proud  men  magnify  themselves,  their  own  strengthy 
eourafT«,  and  success,  and  speak  contemptibly  of  every  one  else. 
Hezckiah^s  messengers  spoke  very  respectfully  to  Ais  wretch  ;  and 
]be  answered  them  with  abusive  language.  Herein  he  is  like  proud 
men  in  general :  reasoniu)^  witli  them,  and  speaking  them  feir, 
only  makes  them  more  unreasonable  and  tumultuous.  BtiCy  aa 
In  this  case,  firide  goeth  hefore  destruction^  and  «  hau^ht^  ajdril  6e^ 
fire  afalL  ' 

5.  Those  who  persecute  God*s  church  and  people,  often  pretend 
eommission  from  him  for  so  doing.  Rabshakeh  used  a  boasting 
lie  when  he  said,  The  Lord  hath  sent  me.  So  men  think  ther  act 
'hy  commission  from  him,  and  are  doing  him  good  service)  whett 
they  are  opposing  his  interests,  persecuting  his  servants,  casting 
them  out,  and  saying.  Let  the  Lord  be  magnified. 

'  %.  We  are  here  taught  not  to  ana^'ver  afoot  oicording  t§  kmfeihf^ 
lest  we  should  be  like  him,  Heaekiah's  advice  was  wise  and  prudent, 
imswer  not  a  word  ;  it  will  only  provoke  him  the  more)  and  ^iv^ 

■^  J!  '^^'^teryjiigpiafi(»UUcoBUiiuataadi«tbepiil/sciBaiBioft]wa|djcr«N^ 
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Mm  prstmcc  fiir  At  sttads ;  ^r  grieve  tlie  people,  and  dislieitKeii 
tlMtt  ^  hit  faither  nge  and  blasphemy.  When  at  any  time  we 
iMMre  to  do  «dth  pitmd  and  doaaiiieering  men,  silenae  is  heat ;  iwi 
rendering  ndttngfar  rtdting.  To  exhoct  thcm»  is  to  east  paaris  be« 
fcre  sivriae«  Herein  wedom  u  firofita^e  to  direct »  There  ie  m  time 
$o  efieakj  and  0  time  to  kee/i  eilenee  :  but  it  is  always  prudent  to  keep 
ilfence  when  pride  and  passion  iiate  got  the  better  of  reason  and 
common 
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ne  meked  reign  of  Matnaeeeh^  vtho  ie  carried  to  Saitybn  hwmi  in 
/kttere  s  upon  hie  eameet  entreaty  he  ie  rehaaedj  mnd  rtforme  s 
Amen  eueeeede  him^  and  ie  ekdn  by  hie  own  eeruante* 

'  I  li^ANASSEH  [was]  twelve  years  old  when  he  begaft 
JLVX  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  fifty  and  five  years  in  Jerusa' 

d  lem :  Bnt  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Ix>aoy 
like  unto  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Loan  had 

S  cast  oat  before  the  children  of  Israel.  For  he  built  again  th0 
high  places  which  Hezekiah  his  fhther  had  broken  down,  and  ho 
reared  up  altera  for  Baalim,  and  made  groves,  and  worshipped  aU 

4  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them.  Also  he  built  altars  iti 
the  house  of  the  Loan,  whereof  the  Lord  had  said.  In  Jentsa« 

tf  lem  shall  my  name  be  far  ever.    And  he  built  altars  for  all  the 

•  host  of  heaven  in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And 
he  caused  his  children  to  pass  through  the  fire  in  the  valley  of 
the  son  of  Hinnom  :  also  he  observed  times,  and  vsed  enchatiit- 
ments,  and  used  witchcraft,  and  dealt  with  a  &miliar  spirit,  and 
with  wizards  :  he  wrought  much  evil  In  the  sight  of  the  Loao^ 

7  to  provoke  him  to  anger.  And  he  set  a  carved  image,  the  idol 
which  he  had  made,  in  the  house  of  God,  of  whidi  God  had 
said  to  David  and  to  Solomon  his  son,  In  this  house,  and  ia 
Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen  before  all  the  tribes  Of  Isradt 

t  will  t  put  my  name  for  ever  :  Neither  win  I  any  more  remove 
the  foot  of  Israel  from  wO,  of  the  land  which  I  have  appointed 
for  your  &thers  :  so  that  they  will  take  heed  to  do  all  that  I  have 

•  commanded  them,  according  to  the  whole  law  and  the  statutes 
9  and  the  ordinances  by  the  hand  of  Moses.    So  Manasseh  made 

Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  to  err,  [and]  to  do  worse 
than  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  destroyed  before  the 
children  of  Israel. 
'10  And  the  Lord  spake  to  Manasseh,  and  to  his  people  :  but 
1 1  they  would  not  hearken.*  Wherefore  the  Lord  brought  upon 
them  the  caprains  dT  the  host  of  the  king  of  Asayriay  (£eaidiad^ 
doBf  who  imd  h$eiy  conquered  Babylon^  emd  to  eecwre  Me  comqueet 


^   «  W*kM«  MOi  In  s  JUlff  wA.   ManMMh't  wjok«aiicM.  aod  th«  jodgttenta  that  wei« 
HVetteocdfM-lt;  bcr^  wetttethecsccutioaof  tJki|i«»  iAwhUaCodi&KD^cdatgncc  tw      " 
•ia  a  BUBttmeiit  of  hu  JwtiM  and  ikit  griK«. 
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hadjixed  his  royal  seai  there)  which  took  Manasseh  wmimg  ibt 
thorns,  in  a  UUckets  tuhere  he  had  hid  Mmtetfi  and  bound  him 

12  with  fetters,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon.  And  when  he  wm  io 
a£BIctioi),  he  besought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  humbled  hinuclf 

13  greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fetliers,  And  prayed  unto  him « 
and  he  was  entreated  of  him,  and  heard  his  supplicatiaD}  and 
brought  him  again  to  Jerusalem  into  his  kingdom.  0^ 
touched  the  emfieror^s  hearty  and  he  released  him.  Then  Manas* 
seh  knew  that  the  Loan  he  [was]  God.  He  was  convinced  qf 
his  flower y  ivisdom^  and  goodness^  a?id  immediately  set  a&outafefsr* 
mation  ;  he  forlijicd  the  city^  and  removed  his  idols  and  altan 

from  the  temple  ;  made  Eliakim  finest^  Isa,  xxii.  15.  and  tvmed 
out  Shebna  ;  offered  sacrijices  to  God  himself^  and  brought  the 
fteofile  to  do  so  too, 

14  Now  after  this  he  built  a  wall  without  the  city  cf  David  oit 
the  west  side  Gihon,  in  the  valley,  even  to  the  entering  in  at  tiie 
fishgate,  and  compassed  about  Ophel,  and  raised  it  up  a  very 
great  height,  and  put  captains  of  war  in  all  the  fenced  dtica  of 

15  Judah.  And  he  took  away  the  strange,  gods,  and  the  idol  out  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord^  and  all  the  altars  tliat  he  had  built  m 
the  mount  of  the  house  of  the  Loan,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  cast 

16  [them]  out  of  the  city.  And  he  repaired  the  altar  of  Uie  Loii, 
and  sacrificed  thereon  peace  offerings  and  thank  offerings,  and 

17  commanded  Judah  to  serve  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  Ncrcrth^ 
less  the  people  did  sacrifice  still  in  the  high  places,  [yet]  unto 

18  the  Lord  their  God  only.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manas* 
seh,  and  his  prayer  unto  his  God,  and  the  words  of  the  se^^-s 
that  spake  to  Iiim  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Gon  of  Israel,  behold, 

19  they  [are  Written]  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel.  His 
prayer  also,  and  [how  God]  was  entreated  of  him,  and  all  his 
sins  and  his  trespass,  and  the  places  wherein  he  built  high  places, 
and  set  up  groves  and  graven  images,  before  he  was  humbled: 
behold,  they  [are]  written  among  the  sayings  of  the  seers.* 

20  So  Manassch  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in 

2 1  his  own  house  :  t  and  Amon  his  son  reighed  in  his  stead.  Anion 
[was]  two  'and  twenty  years  old  when  lie  began  to  reign,  and 

22  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem.  But  he  did  [that  which  was] 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  did  Manasseh  his  father  :  for 
Aition  sacrificed  unto  all  the  carved  images  which  Manasseh 
his  father  had  made,  and  served  them  i  he  imitated  Ms  father* 

33  ivickedness  in  the  worst  fiart  of  his  rei^^n  :  And  humbltd  not  him- 
self before  the  Loan,  as  Manasseh  his  Father  had  humbled  him- 
^    '    self,  did  7tot  imitate  his  father's  re/itntance  in  his  best  days^mi 

24  Amon  trespassed  more  and  more.  And  his  servants,  his  CW'  • 
tiers^  conspired  against  him,  and  slew  him  in  his  own  house. 


♦  We  are  here  referred  to  sofrte  other  history  then  extanf,  f©r  n  larjrer  ^^'"JzHt*^^ 

rcpenriince^    ParcicuUt  nodc«  it  taken  of  hb  prayer  ;  \t  is  to  be  foon*  ••>  %  VsTa  £3 

\Thtthcr  gemtine  or  not  is  uncertain:  it  is  not  unlikely  bat  it  may  we  so,  wr«»    r^ 

prayer,  aiul  much  lo  the  purpose.  ^  ...^^ 

t  Pprhaps  he  had  gWen  directions  to  be  burled  prinffelT*  m  an  c«l*'*"*?!iL^!Bo?S 
Codcoi.tintircl  him  very  long ;  he  rcigncU  fifty  five  years,  whidi  wu  *on|«r  a»»  »'  »*^ 


I«raei  oi  Jodah. 
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ti  ^t  the  people  of  tiie  Umd  mvenged  Mm  deaths  and  slew  aU  them 
that  had  conspired  iigainst  king  Amon  ;  and  the  people  of  the 
hmd  made^Jo^ah  his  son  king  in  his  stead}  m  ofifiiwiionj  finba^ 
"blyy  to  9Qme  Qtlicr  9oh^  whom  the  Courtiers  vfoiUd  have  Met  on  the 
throne, 

REFLECTIONS. 

I.  '^T^HE  degeneracy  of  the  children  of  good  parents  is  much  to 
X  be  lamented.  Hezekiah,  amidst  his  zeal  for  God,  for  his 
bouse  and  worship,  no/)oubt  toiok  care  of  his  children  ;  but  Manas- 
"seh  proved  very  wicked.  This  is  a  very  common  case^  and  much 
to  be  lamented  ;  especially  as  such  are  generally  worse  than  others. 
Let  this  caution  youn^  people,  afnd  induce  them  to  know  the  God  of 
ihetrfdthere^  and  to  inject  Ihe  counsels  of  those  who  would  corrupt^ 
^snare,  and,  in  the  end,  min  them.' 

*  2.  Those  who  tesemble  others  in  the^  wickedness  must  expect 
lb  share  in  their  miseries,  v.  13.  As  they  were  like  Ahab  and 
SamaHa,  so  they  were'puniished  like  them.  The  miseries  attending; 
vice  are  desired  as  Warnings.  If  men  will  presumptuously  walk 
in  an  evil  way,  kt^  bad  company,  and  say  and  do  like  them,  they 
must  expe(Jt  to  be  punished  wfth  them,  or  with  heavier  calamities^ 
«s  their  g^ih  is  aggravated  by  what  they  have  seen  and  known  of 
tfie  stfffe'rings  ofothers. 

3.  Seethe  usefulness  of  afifictzon  to  bring  men  to  repentance. 
Manatsseh,  While  in  prosperity,  acted  most  Wickedly  and  abomint- 
hly  ;  but  when  he  got  into  prison,  he  began  to  think  on  his  v>aye. 
The  pleasures  of  the  court  intoxicated  him  ;  but  the  horrors  of  a 
prison  brought  him  to  himself.  God's  design  in  afBicting  his  peo- 
ple, is  to  take  nvfoy  nn^  and  bring  them  to  repentance  ;  which  will 
^ow  itself,  as  Manasseh's  did,  in  hUmillatidn,  pttiyer,  and  reforma- 
tion :  to  undo  the  mischief  they  have  done,  and  strive  to  reform 
those  they  have  corrupted,  ateyHttV*  meet  for  repentance.  The  wis- 
dom and  goddness  of  God  fh  seeding  aSictkms  for  this  purpose^ 
should  be  Acknowledged.  There  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  this 
story  in  Job  xxxvi.  7,  a.  He  vHU  release  kSnge  ufion  the  thrmey  (as  it 
should  be  tendered,}  andifthey  $e  htkmd  i^fhttere^  and  hoiden  in  corda 
.^affHetkfn^  he  ehofoe  them  their  tranej^reenoM.  He  ofiene  their  eetn  to 
ducififtne^  and  commandeth  that  they  return  from  iniquity. 

4.  This  sitory  affords  great  ehcouragement  to  repentance.  We 
can  scarce  conceive  of  a  viler  sinner  than  Manasseh,  who  was  so 
wicked  himself,  and  did  so  much  mischief :  yet  when  he  repentedt 
ahd  prayed,  God  was  entreated  for  him,  heard  his  supplicatio% 
renewed  his  pro^rity,  and  lengthened  his  life  ;  and,  one  would 
hope,  saved  his  soul.  This  was  designed  as  a  pattam  of  divine  long 
suffering.  Let  the  vdckedy  therefore*  forsake  hU  vayy  and  the 
vnrigrhteoua  man  his  thoughts  i-and  let  him  reium  unto  the  Lsrdj  and  ha 
Htdll  h(rve  mercy  ufion  himy  and  to  our  Godj  /or  ho  wU  ahundantiif 
fiardon. 

Vol.    III.  Rrr 


514  tt  CHHONICLES.    XXXIV. 

GHAP.    XXXIV- 

dn  account  ofJosiah'9  reign  :  his  early  piety,  and  care*aSout  r^mr^ 
ing  the  temtde  ;  the  disarvery  of  the  book  of  the  iaw,  and  the  m^ 
fivession  it  made  on  the  king.  5.  and  the  awful  anewer  given  to  ht$ 
inqtdry, 

I   To  SI  AH  [was]  eight  yeart  oft  when  he  began  »>  rdgB,  and 

^  J   be  reigned  in  Jerusalem  one  and  thirty  ycara.    And,*^**!* 

.    fthat  which  wis]  right  in  the  sight  of  Ae  Loan,  Mid  walked  m 

the  ways  of  Dftvid  his  father,  and  declined  [neither]  to  the  ngM 

:v  hand  nor  to^  the  left.*    For  in  the  «ghth  year  o^  ^^  i«f °1 

while  he  waa  yet  young,  ho  begaa  tq.  seek  aftfer  the  uoac* 

David  his  father  ;  that  is,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  tfa^ene 

VWshifipedGodfitthticlyj  like  David  ;.  and  in  the  twelfth  yew  y 

Ma  reign,  when  fie  was  twenty  years  old,  he  began  tO  purge  JuOan. 

and  Jerusalem  from  the  high  places,  and  the  gloves,  and  uie 

4i  carved  images,  and  thenidten  images.    And  they  ^»«*°^r: 

.    the  aUars  of  Baalim  in  his  presence  ;  and  the  linages^  tb» 

[were]  on  high  above  them,  he  cut  down  ;  and  the  gw'ca,  ana 

the  earved  images,  and  the  molten:  images,  he  brake  m  pieces^ 

•nd  made  dust  [of  them,]  and  atrowcA  tit]  upon  th«  graves  oj 

'    them  Ithat  bad  sacrificed  onto  them ;  to^  show  his^  ^J^'^'^Z 

'5  those  idolsi  and  their  worsMfifters^  And  he  burnt  the  boikes  oim» 
priests  upon  their  alters,  and  thttsfioUuted  them  that  ^^^J^f^ 

41  not  be  used  agoing  #nd  cleansed  Jodah  and  Jerusalem.  ^P^J^ 
did  he]  in  the  cities  of  Manasseh,  and  Ephraim,  ^^^^^^ 

,    even  unto  Naphtali,  where  manyjioor  people  were  «^«*;vj  ^  '^ 

7  king  of  Assynth  with  their  mattocks  round  about,    ^n^  J'^^ 

.    he  had  broken  down  the  altars  and  the  groves,  and  had  beat^ 

.  ^e  graven  im»ges.intio  powder,  and  cut  down  air  the  10^ 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Israel,  he  returned  to  Jerusalem  -J^ 
he  went  about  She  country  himself  to  see  the  work  effectnaUy  aone^ 

S  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  when  i"^^"  P"'^f 
the  land,  and  the'  house,  he  sent  Shapban  the  son^  o4  ^^J^^ 
floid  Maaseiah  the  govei^pr  pf  the  city,  aad  Joah  the  ^rz,^ 
kaz  the  recorder,  10^  repw  the  house  of  the  Loan  ws  ^^ 
Me  sent  those  officers  of  his  eourt^  to  give  ^^^'^^'^L 
priests,  and  to  keep  an  etccount  of  what  offerings  «^*^%^i,.y 

W.'Peopie.    And  when  they  came  to  Hilkiah  the  high  P"^;>r2 

.  delivered  the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  iM>^.  ^'  ^A 
whidi  the  Leviloa  that  kept  the  doors  had  gathered  ot  tne  b»" 

■  .  of  iVfanaSseh  and  Ephraim,  and  of  all  the  remnant  of  ?rae»t  ^ 
ofaUJudah  and  Benjamin;  fortheyhadmadeacoUectm^f'^ 

10  the  Whole  natii^i^  and  they  returned  to  Jerusalem.  ^/^^^ 
put  [it]  iff  the  hand  of  the  workmen  that  had  thcoversign^ 

.   the  hottaeoftheLoa»,andthcy  gave  it  to  the  workmen  u^ 

•  •  His  mother*!  name  was  }«dicbht  7  KingtS  Kii.  U  pralMiUr  •  tPsA  ir«»'  ^ 
groK  care  of  J>i«  cdocastoiu 
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^rrottgbHn  tke  house  qf  the  Lorb,  to  repair  and  wnend  the 
ill  house:  Eyeo  ^to  the  artificers  and  builders  gave  they  [itj  to 
buy  hewn  stone,  and  timber  for  couplings,  and  to  floor  Uie  bousea 
which  the  kings  of  Judah  had  destroyed  :  that  m,  the  chambert 
and  bidldingB  about  the  tem/de<,  where  the  prieatM  lodged,,  and  the 
12  Mtoree  were  kept..  And  the  men  did  the  work  fiiithfully  ;  and 
the  overseers  of  theip  [were]Jahath  and  Obadiah,  the  Levites^ 
of  the  sons  qf  Merari ;  and  Zechariah  and  Meshullam,  of  the 
sons  of 'the  Kohathites,  to  set  [it]  forward  ;  and  [other  of]  the 
,13  Levites  ;  all  :that  .<x>uld  skill  of  instruments  of  tmusic.  Also 
[they  were]  over  bearers  of  burdens,  and  [were]  overseers  of 
all  that  wrought  the  work  in  any  nianner  of  service  :  ^ax^  of  the 
Levites  [there  were]  scribes,  and  officers,  and  portc^rs.  Thefirin^ 
dpal  Levites  were  overaeere^  to  »ee  that  the  work  wd*  well  done  ^ 
and  they  were  firobabhf  asMted  and  encouraged  in  it  by  Jevfmiah^ 
who  began  toprofihety  in  the  thirteenth  ytfar  qfJoaia//9  reign  ^ 
and  also  by  Zefthaniahj  who  lived  at  thit  dme, 

14  And  when  they  brought  out  the  money  that  was  brought  inlQ 
the  house  of  the  Loan,  Hilkiah  the  priest  found  the  book  of  the 
law  of  the  Lord  [given]  .by  Moses.  IVMle  they  were  refudring  thg 
templey  Hilkiah  the  priest  found  a  ^opy  qfthe  law^  which  had  been 
secretly  hid  when  the  idols  were  9et  up  there  ^  pt^obably  it  wa9  th^ 
authentic  copy^  which  JMoue  had  directed  to  be  kdd  iby  the  Mide  of 

15  the  arky  Deut.  zxxi.  26.  And  Hilkiah  answered  and  said  to 
Shaphan  the  scribe,  I  have  found  «the  book  of  the  law  in  the 
house  of  the  Loao.    And  Hilkiah  delivered  the  jboqk  to  Sliar 

46  phan.  And  Shaphan  carried  the<book  to  Jthe  king,  and  brought 
the  king  word  back  again,  saying.  All  that  wae  oonmHtted  to 

47  thy  servants,  .they  do  [it.]  And  they  have  gathered  together 
the  money  that  was  found  in  the  house  jof  Ibe  Lonn,  and  have 
delivered  it  into  the  hand  of  the  overseers,  aiyi  lo  the  hand  of 

^8  the  workmen.  Then  Shaphan  the  scribe  told  the  king,  saying* 
Hilkiah  the  priest  hath  given  me  a  book.  And  Shaphan  read 
it  before  the  king.    Jind  when  the  king  perjceived  what  it  toat,  he 

1 9  woe  greatly  affected  with  it.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Idnfg 
had  heard  the  words  of  the  law,  tliat  he  cent  his  .clothes  forgri^ 

20  and  fear-*  And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiah,  and  Ahikam 
the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Abdon  the  son  of  Micah,  and  Shaphan 

^I  the  scribe,  and  Asaiah  a  servant  pf  the  king's,  saying,  Kio^  inr 
quire  of  the  Loan  for  me,  uid  for  them  that  are  left  in  Israel 
and  in  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  the  book  that  is  found,  ana 
what  am  be  done  to  avert  this  evil :  for  great  [^]  the  wratii  of 

*  It  cannot  be  tupposed  that  all  t|»  copies  of  tbe  law  were  lost:  Hesekiah  had  taken  care 
>|e  forDith  the  people  with  many  ;  arid  their  Wing  and  poiitT  at  a  Dirion,  as  well  at  thefr  re« 
jiglon,  depanded  on  the  knowledge  of  the  law.  But  probablj  Maaataeh,  in  hit  went  daf8« 
and  Aiaon,  had  dcatrojed  many,  to  that  there  were  but  few  left*  and  thote  corrupted  and 
imperfect.  PedttJM  there  was  only  an  abttract  of  the  chief  lawt»  for  the  ose  ol'  the  prSettt* 
like  oar  abridRmcnt  of  the  ttamtes  ;  without  the  nromltet  aod  tlvrrateningt,  with  whiehthe 
liing  teemed  to  moth  affeeted.  The  reading  of  ine  law  had  been  neftlectrd  ;  the  king  had 
IMC  written  a  copy  with  his  own  haadi  at  had  been  commanded  •  lilt  leAmatioii  mighf 
have  been  according  aothete  abatniottt  or  hints  from  tome  good  people  about  it.  The  kHlg» 
^ing  impatient  to  know  the  contenti,  began  to  rewi  iounedSatefar*  and*  as  tbtir  book*  were 
Vtf  itten  upon  long  tcrelli,  and  rolled  vpoo  a  st!ck«  the  lattrr  end  or  Oeoteronomy  would  com* 
^rtt  in  coorte,  where  he  found  thote  terrible  threat«nlngi,  which  c6  greatly  iopreufd 
*^''~  i  -il^re^cBisgi  upon  the  king»  ai  wcMm  opon  cte  people.   Dtuh  xiaul  36. 
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the  Loud  that  m  poured  out  upon  us,  becausi  oof  fathen  haT9 
not  kept  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to  do  al^er  all  that  is  written  iki 

n  this  book.  And  Hllkkh,  and  [they]  that  the  k!n^  (had  ap^int^ 
ed}  went  to  Huldah  the  propheless^  the  wife  of  Shatlum  the  soix 
of  Tikvath,  the  son  of  Hasrah,  keeper  of  the  wardrobe  ;  J-remiah 
and  Zefihaniah^  beings  prohadtyy  aSeent  :  (now  she  dwelt  in  Jent- 
salem  in  the  college ;  vfhere  the  tons  oftheftrofihet*  andi'^e  ycvng 
firie^tM  and  Levite*  used  ti>  meet  Jbr  imtructkn  9nd  dUcourMcJ 
and  they  spake  to  her  to  that  [effect.} 

33       And  she  answered  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel* 

94  Tell  ye  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me,  Thus  sa^th  the  Loan, 
Bebcildy  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhab^ 
itants  thereof^  [even]  all  the  curses  that  are  written  in  the  book 

35  w4iich  they  have  read  before  the  king  of  Judah  :*  Because  they 
have  forsaken  me,  and  have  burned  incense  unto  other  gods* 
that  they  might  provoke  me  to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their 
hands  ;  therefore  my  wrath -shall  be  poured  out  upon  this  place* 
^and  shall  not  be  quenched.     God   had  determined  to  ftuniih  and 

16  dcMtroy  the  fuofile.  And  as  for  the  king  of  Judah,  who  sent 
you  to  inquire  of  the  Loan,  so  shall  ye  say  unto  him,  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  G<»  of  Israel  [concerning]  the  words  which  thou  hast 

S7  heard  ;  Because  thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  didst  humble 
thyself  before  God,  when  thou  heardest  his  words  against  thi^ 
place,  and  against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  humbledst  thp- 
srif  before  me,  and  didst  rend  thy  clothes,  and  weep  before  me ; 

98  I  have  even  heard  [thee]  also,  saith  the  Loan.  Behold,  I  will 
gather  thee  to  thy  fathers,  and  thou  shalt  be  gathered  to  thy 
grave  in  peace,  neither  shall  thine  eyes  see  all  the  evil  that  I  will 
bring  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  same. 
JBeeauat  he  vfoa  tender  hearted^  humble^  and  contrite^  and  trembled 
at  God?%  Vfordy  vt9»JearfiU  ^f'  the  djtume  dufUeantre^  showed  deefi 
humUUy^  and  great  cimeem  to  avert  the  ervil^  therefore  he  ehoufd 
die  before  these  calamities  came.  So  they  brought  the  king  word 
again.t 

99  Then  the  king  sent  and  gathered  together  all  the  elders  of 

30  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  And  the  king  went  up  into  the  house  of 
the  Loan,  and  all  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jeni^ 
aatem,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  people,  great 
and  small ;  and  he  read  m  their  ears  all  the  words  of  the  book 

31  of  the  covenant  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And 
the  king  stood  in  his  place,  and  made  a  covenant  before  the 
Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  commandments, 
an^  his.  testimonies,  and  his  statutes  with  a]!  his  heart,  and  with 
all  his  SQul,  to  perform  the  words  of  the  covenant  which  are» 

32  written  in  this  bK)ok.  And  he  caused  all  that  were  present  in 
Jerusalem  and  Benjamin  to  stand  [to  it.]    And  the  inhabiunu 

•  Tliis  coofims  what  was  said  before  of  that  port  ipbich  tke  ki«(  had  been  rtadisfor 
bearing. 

t  As  a  more  varticnlBr  account  of  ihe  thinq;*  related  from  v.  99  to  tbc  cndL  wlU  bl. 
Sbood  ia  2  Kmzi  chf  sxiii.  v.  1-^28^  knaj  be  pnpcr  ^r^  tbat  ccju. 
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^T  JeTUl«Iem  did  according  totlie  covenant  of  God,  the  God  of 
93  their  fathers.  And  Josiah  took  away  all  the  abominations  out 
of  all  the  cotintf  i^  that  [pertained]  to  the  children  of  Israeli 
and  made  all  that  were  present  in  Israel  to  serve,  [even]  to  serve 
the  JUoan  their  God.  [And]  all  his  days  they  departed  not 
^  from  foUowing  the  Lorp^  the  God  of  th^ir  fathers*' 

REFLECTIONS- 

1.  T  TT  E  have  here  an  eminent  and  lovely  example  of  earljr 
VV  piety.  When  only  eight  years  old)  Josiah  was  very 
good  ;  he  turned  not  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left  :  when  six- 
teeny  he  began  to  seek  God  more  publicly  ;  to  set  about  reformat 
tion  ;  and  exerted  himself  with  vigour  in  it:  and  he  did  all  tfaisv 
though  his  father  was  very  wicked  ;  though  his  court  and  nation 
were  very  corrupt.  A  noble  example  for  the  imitation  of  youth  ! 
Early  piety  is  peculiarly  honourable  in  alt  young  people,  es- 
pecially in  persons  of  rank  and  fortune  ;  and  above  all,  amulst  the 
prevalence^  of  degeneracy  and  impiety.  When  very  young,  but 
^ight  years  old,  he  began  this  woris,  and  with  growing  years  he 
pursued  it.  Let  us  go  and  do  Ukcvfite  ;  for  God  Itme^  them  that  iave 
htnij  and  they  that  seek  him  eariy  shaUJmd  Mm* 

3.  We  have  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  the  plenty  of  our 
bibles.  It  was  a^sad  time  in  Israel,  when  scarce  any  copy  of  the 
law  was  found  :  no  wonder  they  were  so  degenerate  and  wicked. 
This  was  a  Appy  discovery  of  the  original,  as  it  both  directed  and 
quickened  them  m  the  reformation  of  their  worship  and  lives.  The 
king  valued  it  highly ;  he  did  not  put  it  among  his  rarities,  as  a  cu- 
riosity only  ;  but  read  it,  and  took  heed  to  it  Let  us  be  thankful 
that  they  are  not  scarce  among  us  ;  and  that  by  the  mvijntioQ  of 
printing,  that  noble  and  useful  art,  (which  came  from  God)  there  is 
plenty  of  them ;  and  so  cheap,  that  the  poorest  may  have  them* 
Let  us  Mess  God  for  the  holy  scriptures,  and  let  our  delight  he  in  the 
hm^the  Lord.  We  do  the  greatest  honour  to  them,  when  we 
read  and  study  them  daily,  and  regulate  pur  sentiments  and  lives  by 
'^  them. 

3.  We  should  cultivate  that  tenderness  of  heart  which  good  Josiah 
manifested.  Whenever  we  read  the  word,  let  us  labour  to  have 
our  hearts  and  consciences  impressed  with  an  holy  fear  of  that  wrath 
which  is  revealed  from  heaven  :  let  our  flesh  tremble  for  fear  of 
God's  judgments,  and  be  deeply  humbled  under  a  sense  of  our  guilt 
and  violation  of  God'-s  holy  law :  let  us  desire  to  know  and  do  our 
duty,  as  therein  described ;  and  do  what  we  can  to  reform  and  save 
others.  Then,  whatever  becomes  of  them,  the  consequence  will  be 
happy  to  ourselves :  we  shall  come  to  the  grave  infieace^  and  goto  a 
world  of  everlasting  peace ;  for,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  to  this  man  vnit 
J  look^  qnd  vrith  him  vfUl  I  dvelly  vfho  is  of  an  humble  Ofld  contrite 
ifirity  ani  trembkth  at  my  word. 
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CHAP.    XXXV, 

The  9oUmn  fia^^ovcr  vfhkh  Jgsiah  kefu  ;  hU  death  ;  0n4  the  gntt 

hmejUation  t/mt  was  madtjbr  him. 

1  TiyrOREOVER  Jo9iah  kept  a  passover  unto  the  LotDrt 
JVA  Jerusalem :  and  they  killed  the  passover  on  the  fourteenlli 
[day]  of  the  first  jnonth,  cccorcfe'??^  to  the  law  in  Exodu9  xii.  6. 

S  And  he  set  the  priests  im  their  charges,  and  encouraged  them 

S  to  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lor9)  And  said  unto  the  Lc- 
titea  that  taught  all  Israel,  which  were  holy  uirto  the  Lohd,  Put 
the  holy  ark  in  the  house  which  Solomon  the  son  of  David  king 
of  Israel  did  baild  ;*  [it  shall]  not  [-be]  a  burden  upon  [yourj 
shoulders  :  serve  now  the  LoRn  your  Gid,  and  his  people  Israeli 

4  And  prepare  [yourselves]  by  the  hbuses  of  your  fathers,  after 
your  courses,  according  to  the  writing  of  David  king  of  Israel 

iS  and  according  to  the  writing  of  Solomon  his  son.  And  stand  in 
the  holy  [place]  according  to  the  divi^ons  of  the  leLmlliesofthe 
fathers  of  youf  brethren  ihc  fieople^  and  after  the  division  of  the 

tf  families  of  the  Levkes.  So  \a\\  the  passover  and  ss^ctify  ycuiv 
selves,  and  prepare  your  bf*ethren,^ait  [they]  inay4o  according 
to  tl^  woi'd  of  the  LosLD  by  the  hand  ii  Nioses.  JEveryfamity 
luaa  to  bring  m.  toTnby  and  thefirieste  Vfcre  to  be  fiarticutarly  carefid^ 
both  to  do  honour  to  the  fow,  cnrf  set  a  good  examfiU  to  others, 

7  And  Josiah  gave  to  the  people,  of  the  flocic,  lambs  and  kids, 
(Jor  both  might  be  uaedj  Exodiu  xii.  5.)  all  for  the  passover  of- 
ferings, for  all  that  were  present,*  to  the  number  ot  thirty  thour 
sand,  and  three  thousand  bullocks  :  these  [were]  of  the  king;** 
substance.  These  were  to  be  offered  on  the  eeven  days  of  ««• 
leavened  bread  following  the  fiassover  ^  the  fdng  furnished  them 
at  his  <iwn  exfiense^  tnid  the  cMefs  ^f  the  priests  and  Levitts 

#  followed  his  examfile^  and  gave  generously.  And  his  pnnce* 
gave  willingly  uBto  the  people,  to  the  priests,  and  to  the  Lcr 
▼ites  :  Hilkiah  and  Zechariah  and  Jehiel,  rulers  of  the  house 
of  God,  gave  unto  the  priests  for  the  passover  ofTerings^two 
thousand  and  six  hundred  [small  cattle,]  and  three  hundred^ 

S  ox-en.  Conaniah  als»,  and  Shemaiah  and  Nathaniel,  his  brethf 
ren,  and  Hashabiah  and  Jeicl  and  Josabad,  chief  of  the  Ler 
▼ites,  gave  unto  the  Levites  for  passover  offerings  five  thous* 
10  and  [sraall  cattle,]  and  five  hundred  oxen.  So  the  service 
was  prepared,  and  the  priests  stood  in  their  place,  and  the 
Levites  in  their  courses,  according  to  the  king's  cooimandmcnt. 
3 1   And  they  killed  the  passover,  and  the  priests  sprinkled  [the 

12  blood]  from  their  hands,  and  the  Levites  flayed  [them.]  And 
they  removed  the  burnt  offerings,  that  they  might  give  accord- 
ing to  the  divisions  of  the  families  of  the  people,  to  offer  unto 
the  Lord,  as  [it  is]  written  in  the  book  of  Moses.    And  so  [did 

13  they]  with  the  oxen.    And  they  roasted  the  passoven^iih  nr^ 

9  iiiaoo  probablr  rexnond  %  to  make  room  ftr  his  detestable  idols. 


• 
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to'  the  ordinance*  (£xodu»  xii.  8, 9.)  but  the  [other] 
holy  [offering^]  sod  they  in  pots,  and  in  caldrons,  and  in  ^ns^ 
and  divided  [them]  sjMeedily  atiKm^  ail  the  people,  t/uit  thtf 

14  wight  give  sufifiSeM  io  so  great  a  multitude.  And  aftermrd  the/ 
made  rtadyfor€hetttselve8,andforthe priests:  because  the  priests 
the  sons  of  Aaron  [wete  busied]  in  ^erai^  of  ^urnt  effeiings 
and  the  fat  until  night ;  therefore  the  Ltvitea  prepared  for  them'' 

15  selves,  and  for  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron.  And  the  singers' 
the  sons  of  Asapk  [were]  in  their  place,  according  to  the  com<< 
vuindment  of  David,  and  Asaph,  and  Heman,  and  Jeduthua 
the  king's  seer  »  the  music  and  nngitig  ewuinued  aii  the  time 
they  were  offering  the  aacrificea  ;  and  the  portera>  [waiCed]  at  ev> 
ery  ^te  ;  they  might  not  depart  firoan  their  service  ;  they  $wk 
care  that  none  ndthdrew  btfore  the  service  was  ended  ^  fw  their 
brethren  the  Levites  prepared  for  them,  and  brought  them  tifhat 

16  was  neceeiary.  So  all  the  service  of  tlie  Lor»  was  prepared  tfaar 
same  day^  to  keep  the  passover,  and  to  offer  burnt  offerings 
upon  the  altar  of  the  Loan,  according  to  the  commandment  of 

17  king  Josiah.  And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  present  kept 
the  passover  at  that  time,  and  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  aev^ 

18  en  days.  And  there  was  no  passover  like  to  that  kept  in  Israel 
from  the  days  of  Samuel  the  prophet  }  neither  did  all  the  kings 
of  Israel  keep  such  a  passover  as  Josiah  kept,  and  the  priests^ 
and  the  Levites,  and  all  Judah  and  Israel  that  were  present,  and 

19  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusaletn.*  In  the  eighteenth  yeai^of  tha 
reign  of  Josiah  was  this  passover  kept  ^  thirteen  years  be/ore  Ma 
death, 

SO  .  After  aO  this,  when  Jfosiah  had  prepared  the  temple,  ani 
every  thing  seemed  to  firomise  peace  and  hapfnnessj  all  their  hopes 
were  Blasted  at  once f /or  Necho  king  of  Egypt  came  up  to  fight 
against  Carthemesh  by  Euphrates  :  and  Josiah  went  out  against 

31  him.t  But  he  sent  ambassadors  to  him.  Saying,  What  have  I 
to  do  with  thee,  thou  king  of  Judah  ?  [I  come]  not  against  thee 
this  day,  but  against  the  house  wherewith  I  have  war :  for  God 
commanded  me  to  make  hs^ste  :  forbear  thee  from  [meddling 
with]  God,  who  [is]  with  n(e,  that  he  destroy  thee  not ;  intimat* 
ing  that  it  was  contrary  to  justiccy/br  he  had  no  quarrel  with  him  $ 
it  was  contrtury  to  piety  f/or  God  had  commanded  him  to  go  up  and 
make  haste  i  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  policy ^  fir  he  m^ht  come 

M  offvdth  the  worst*  Nevertheless  Josiah  would  not  turn  his  face 
from  him,  but  disguised  himself,  that  he  might  fight  with  him« 
and  hearkened  not  unto  the  words  of  Necho  from  the  mouth  of 

33  God,  and  came  to  fight  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo.  And  the 
archers  shot  at  king  Josiah  ;  notwithstanda^  his  disguise^  they 

*  Thla  WM  z  most  extraoHKnary  pans«fcr ;  nene  had  been  cdcbrated  witli  snch  great  pt«. 
f»rations,  with  rndb,  solemnity,  wad  with  tucfi  great  joy.  It  had  Wen  kept  in  Hezekuh'u 
tine ;  bat  they  were  not  properly  pari£cxL  and  joaiah  was  aore  liberal  in  proportion  to  hio 
sbUuiei* 

t  The  khtz  of  Bahylon  hod  coiiqMre^  Auyria,  and  Pharaoh  Mecho,  or  tfto  wewdiA 
fbvwhf  went  agiiBit  Carchemithi  a  city  on  the  hanks  of  tht  ilvcr  Euphrarctb 
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fiercdvedhe  vHt»  the  commander^' and  thrr^fbre  attistktdMmf 
and  the  king  said  to  his  servants,  Have  me  away  ;  fori  am 

t4  sore  wounded.  His  servants  therefore  took  him  outofthst 
chariot,  and  put  him  in  the  second  chariot  that  he  had,  (M 
that  vfaa  ready  in  ca^e  of  accidents  /  and  they  brought  hini  W 
Jeru8alem>^nd  he  died^  and  was  buried  in  [one  of]  the  sepul' 
chres  of  his  £athers.  And  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourned 
for  JoBtah. 

25  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiah ;  no  mmder  the  good 
profihet  vfaa  much  affeacdy  it  was  a  md  calamity^  etfietialhf  C(m* 
9ideting  the  character  ofhia  mcceifsor  ;  and  all  the  singing  ibea 
'  and  the  singing  women  spake  of  Josbh  in  their  lamentations  to 
this  day,  and  made  them  an  ordinance  in  Israel,  thai  the  memory 
rftMs  event  might  be  kefit  ttfi  t  and>  behold,  they  [arc]  writtfli 

tn  the  lamentations.f 
tS      Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and  his  goodness,  accord* 
27  ing  to  [that  whish  was]  written  in  the  law  of  the  Loan,  And  his 

deeds,  first  and  last,  behold  they  [are]  written  in  the  bookof  tbe 

kings  of  Israel  and  Judah.^ 

K^FLECTIONS. 

X*  TT  is  the  duty  of  every  pious  mind  to  observe  all  dinne  insbtm 
X,  tions.  Josiah  %Vas  zealous  against  idolatry,  and  as  feal* 
^s  for  keeping  the  passov^r.  This  suggests  a  good  lesson  to  as, 
tb  observe  and  keep  whatever  God  commands  us.  The  Lord  s  sup* 
per  succeeds  to  the  passover  ;  it  is  a  memorial  of  a  great  sacrifica 
dnd  deliverance,  and  a  means  of  supporting  christian  piety  in  the 
•«rorld.  Notice  is  teverat  times  taken  that  alt  lufda  done  according 
ra  the  taw  ;  which  may  intimate,  that  we  are  tnote  acceptable  to 
God  id  6\xt  religious  services,  when  We  keep  closest  to  his  v,'Otd. 
2.  Generosity  in  persons  of  plentiful  circumstances,  especiall]f 
fcr  the  support  of  religion.  Is  highly  comtnendable.  Jbsiah,  the 
chief  priests,  and  the  Levites,  all  ftimiahed  03ten  ahd  lambs  for  this 

*  X  and  alT  the  coniineneatDni  thFnIt  tlits  wu  tmIi  and  piwuui|>tiillat  coilAiet  ^^f^ 
«Rd  dUob«4»ehc«  to  God.    I  own  I  «aftnoc  see  it  sn  this  llghc    Had  he  died  in  an  ^'^""^ 
dience,  Teremistbi  would  not  haver  laret-ntrd  him.  nor  would  they  have  made  it  an  oroinattW 
ih  tsraef  to  do  so.  The  case  seems  to  me  to  be  this :  Manatseh  wait  tribotart  t6WlfV»-  m 
probably  to  Amoa  and  Josiah;  there  was  alea^e  between  them,  which  «i»clndedai»*Mw 
•f  oath  to  assist  of  defend  him  ugaihst  his  enemies.    For  this  jUterpost*  Jwlah  P»w»biy»" 
considenride  part»  if  not  all  the  land  of  Israel  fivco  him,  as  he  went  throogb  it  to  «lf|]^{[r 
idolatry.    We  find  two  of  his  successors  were  bound  by  the  king  of  Babylon  »  and  V^'^^^S^ 
was  the  same;  rherefere  as  aftichfol  ally,  he  could  not  btit  resist  thtV»%tftgri^  **^ 
Vharaoh  says  of  God's  commanding  him*  ^eerns  only  an  artifice.    If  carina  that  J^|^  *."  j 
yrince  of  great  ptety,  he  thought  this  Would  prrvent  his  opposing  him.    Bnt  *«**  JlMniSi 
■satmn  that  he  meant  the  tnie  God    The  word  is  not  Jehovah*  which  is  always  ^  Jlr? 
an  express  command  from  him  is  reft rreil  to.    Had  there  been  any  doobt  io  die  esse,  fie  wo»« 
ctrrainly  have  con*u»red  J^eminhor  Zrphanlah;  but  if  he  wM  boand  by  •■'*^'}ivUrti 
have  bcca  an  affront  to  God  to  have  consnlttd  him  whether  he  should  break  it  ;  »nd  ^^^ 
highly  offended  with  htf  brother's  son  and  successor  Zedekiah  for  breaking  his  Mtawj^ 
kinj?  of  Btbylon.    It  is  therefore  evideot  to  me,  that  he  was  in  the  way  of  his  Aity  J  "JJ^ 
sriolent  death  was  designed  as  a  jnuilsbAeat  for  the  people,  though  undonbtedly  «  w**  ***rr' 
for  htm 

t  The  fhn«ra!  poem  is  lost ;  U  eoald  not  be  Jeremiah's  Lanentatlooi,  fortlxyl**"^'  ^ 
diltiULiten  of  the  city,  and  the  capt  i vi  cy ,  not  the  death  of  the  king.  ^  ^ 

^     I  After  this  chapter,  a  AVa^i,  dap^JXiu  beginVmg  at  the  middle  rf5^3o*tOtfceO»« 
Cat  hool^  Bay  be  properly  read. 
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service,.  Those  \f  bo  kaow  the  value  of  gospel  privileges,  and  the 
cxcellettcy  of  religion,  wriil  not  grudge  any  prudent  expense  for  the 
fupport  of  God's  worship,  to  encourage  his  priests,  as  Josiah  didf 
V,  t.  and  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  poor.  This  gives 
religion  reputation,  and  is  happy  both  for  the  donor  and  receiver. 

3.  There  U  no  knoiftrng  good  or  cxnl  by  any  thing  under  the  «m. 
Good  Josiah  was  slain  in  battle.  Probably  few  of  the  people  wete 
slain  then,  though  most  of  them  were  hypocritical,  and  disliked  his 
^reformation.  God's  providence  is  a  mighty  deep.  He  has  various 
9rays  of  taking  good  men  out  of  this  world  ;  but  they  all  die  in  peace; 
mnd  verily  there  is  a  revfardfar  the  Hghteout  ;  verily  there  is  a  G^rf 
thatjudgeth  in  the  earth, 

4.  The  death  of  piouB  and  useful  naen  is  much  to  be  lamented. 
Many  who  have  no  piety  themselves,  will,  as  in  the  case  before  U89 
bear  testimony  to  thie  worth  and  excellency  of  upright  and  zealous 
men,  and  do  them  honour  at  their  death,  though  they  may  neither 
Imitate  them  nor  love  them.  This  should  recommend  religion  and 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  support  of  his  cause,  that  it  mak^s 
men  truly  honourable.  Good  and  bad  men  will  join  to  honour  real 
worth  ;  the  memory  qfthejuat  shall  be  blessed. 
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Jehoahaz  succeeds  Josiah  ;  is  dep9sed  by  Pharaoh  ;  Jehmakim  reign* 
ing  itl^  is  carried  to  Babylon  ;  Jehoiachin  succeeds  him  ;  and  Zede* 
kiah^s  evil  reign.  , 

1  ^THHEN  the  peqple  of  the  land  took  Jehoahaz  the  son  of  Jo« 

X    siah,  and  miade  him  kjng  in  his  father's  stead  in  Jerusa* 

2  le^i.    Jehoahaz  [wasj  twenty  and  three  years  old  when  li«  Se- 

3  gan  to  reign,  and  Jie  reigned  t^ree  months  in  Jerusalcth.  And 
the  king  of  Egypt  put  him  down  at  Jerusakm,  and  Condemned 
the  land  in  an  himdred  talents  of  silver  and  a  talent  of  gold, 

4  And  the  king  of  Egypt  made  Eliakim  his  brother  kmg  oTer  Ju- 
dah  and  Jerusalem,  and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoialmn.  "^Attl 
Necho  took  Jehoahaz  his  brother,  and  carried  him -t6  Egy^t. 

5  Jehoiakini  t^vas]  twenty  and  -five  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reig^,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem  :  and-he  did 

6  [that  which  was j  evil  In  the  siWht  of  the  Lowd  his  Gt>d..  i^ 
gainst  him  came  up  NebucHacfhezfear  king  of  Babylon,  and 

7  bound^im  in  fetters,  to  carry  him  to  ]pabylon.  Nebuchadnez- 
zar also  carried  off  the  vessels  of  the  hoiise  of  the  Lord  to  Ba- 

8  bylon,  and  put  them  in  his  temple  at  Bibylon.  Now  the  rert 
of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakim,  and  his  abominations  which  he  did» 
and  that  which  was  found  in  him,  behold,  they  [are]  written  in 
the  book  of  tbe  kings  of  Israel  a^d  Tudah  :  and  Jehoiachin  his 
son  i*eigned  in  his  stead. 
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§  Jehoiacbin  [was]  eight  years  old  when  he  began  to  reigu, 
and  he  reigned  three  months  and  ten  days  in  Jerusalem :  iA 
to  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lokd.  And 
when  the  year  was  expired,  king  Nebuchadnezzar  sent)  and 
brought  him  to  Babylon,  with  the  goodly  vessels  ofthe  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  made  Zedek\ah  his  brother  king  over  Judah  and 

11  Jerusalem.  Zedekiah  [was]  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began     to    reign,   and  reigned    eleven  years  hx   Jenisalem. 

12  And  he  did  [that  which  was]  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  his 
God,  [and]  humbled  not  himself  before  Jeremiah  the  prophet 

13  [speaking]  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  And  h^  ako  rebel- 
led against,  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  had  made  hhn  swear  by 
God  :  but  he  stiffened  his  neck  and  hardened  his  heart  from 
turning  unto  the  Lord  Gop  of  Israel.. 

'14  Moreover  all  the  chief  of  the  priests,  and  the  people,  trans- 
gressed very  much  after  all  the  abominations  of  the  heathen; 
and  polluted  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  he  had  hallowed  in 

'15  Jerusalem.  And  the  Lord  God  of  theit  fathers  sent  to  them  by 
his  messengers,  rishig  up  by  times,  and  sending ;  because  he 

|16  had  compassion  on  his  people,  and  on  his  dwelling  place :  But 
they  mocked  the  messengers  of  God,  and  despised  his  words, 
and  misused  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arose 

|17  against  his  people,  tUl  [there  wars]  no  remedy.  Therefore  he 
brought  upon  them  the  king  of  the  Chaldees,  who  alcw  their 
young  men  with  the  sword  in  the  house  of  thel^  s^cttjasy,  a^d 
had  no  compassion  upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  mati)  or 
him  that  stooped  for  age  j  he  gave  [them]  all  into  his  hand. 

18  And  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  great  and  small,  and 
the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Loan,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
king,  and  of  his  princea ;  all  [thescl  he  brought  to  Babylon. 

19  And  they  burnt  the  house  of  God,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  and  burnt  all  the  palaces  thereof  with  fire,  and  dps- 

20  troyed  all  the  goodly  vessels  thereoC  And  them  that  had  es- 
caped from  the  sword  carried  he  away  to  Babylon  ;  where  they 
were  servants  to  him  and  his  sons  until  the  reign  of  the  kiog- 

?!  dom  of  Persia ;  To  fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lobd  by  the  mouth 

ofJerepaiah,  until  the  land  had  enjoyed  her  sabbaths  :  [for]  as 
f  *    long  as  she  lay  desolate  ^e  kept  sabbath,  to  fulfil  three  score 

and  ten  years. 
M    .  Now  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  the  word 

of  the  Lord  [spoken]  by  the  mouth  of  Jerei^iah  might  be  ac- 
.      -complished,  the  Loan  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus  king, of 

Persia,  that  he   made  a  proclamation  ^h];oughout  all  his  king- 
p3  dom,  and  [put  it]  also  in  writing,  saying,  Thus  saith  Cy^uj 

king  of  Persia,  AH  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  hath  the  Lord 
I      GoD  of  heaven  given  me  ;  .and  he  hath  charged  me  to  buiJd 

him  an  house  in  Jeruaaleni^  which  [is]  in    Judah:   ^^^^*| 

there]  among  you  of  all  his  people  ?   The  Lo&n  his  God  [bcj 

with  him^  and  let  him  go  up* 
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REFLECTIONS. 

%  /%  DM  IRE  the  tender  compassion  of  God  to  a  Tcry  provok« 
XJL  ing  people  ;  it  was  therefore  he  delayed  vengeance  so 
|oQg,  and  sent  his  prophets,  rising  early,  apd  sending  them,  with 
diligence  and  earnestness.  His  word,  and  promises,  and  warnings, 
and  ministers,  are  vlU  instances  of  divine  compassion,  and  show  that 
Ae  is  npt  vnlUng  that  any  uhould  fierUhy  but  that  aU  should  come  to  re* 
fientance* 

2.  Observe  how  God  resents  the  affronts  and  contempt  offered 
to  his  ministers.  This  is  given  as  a  principal  reason  why  he  brought 
destruction  upon  them*  they  treated  his  prophets  as  enemies,  be* 
cause  they  told  them  the  truth  ;  they  despised  their  words,  and 
made  a  jest  of  their  sermons.  God  will  resent  any  thing  that  is 
said  or  done  to  make  faithful  ministers  despicable,  or  to  vex  and  dis« 
courage  them  :  ^e  that  desfiUeth  you,  des/tiseth  m<,  saith  Christ. 

3.  See  the  sad  consequences  of  rebelling  against  God,  and  r^ 
{using  to  hearken  to  his  word.  Zedekiah  would  not  take  vamingy 
though  it  was  frequently  and  solemnly  given  him  by  Jeremiah  s  the 
Israelites  likewise  would  not  hearken,  but  went  on  in  their  wicked 
ways;  till  at  length  Jerusalem,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  ;  God*s 
temple,  the  glory  of  their  city,  their  nation,  and  the  world  ;  were 
utterly  destroyed.  The  terrible  calamities  of  the  people  are  most 
pathetically  described  in  the  Book  of  Lamentations.  How  righte* 
ous  and  fidthful,  how  awful  and  terrible,  is  God  in  his  judgments. 
M  word  qfhis/aii*  to  the  ^ound  ;  when  hejudgeth  be  vfill  overcome^ 
External  privileges  are  of  no  avail  y^ithout  real  religion  ;  the^ 
\nll  not  prevent  God's  judgments,  but  hasten  them.  May  Uie  in* 
habitants  of  Britain  take  warning  by  this  awiul  story  ;  ail  thin^ 
fiave  happened  to  them^  far  ensamples  or  admonitions  to  ue,^ 
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FULFILLING   OF  THE  SCRIPTURES,  &c. 

B^  Oi  ttmr.  ROBERT  FLEMING. 

Mr.  Fleming  >Vas  a  native  of  Scotland,  bom  in  1 630,  oiteftd  tbe 
tnmistry  at  the  age  of  23,  at  Cambauslung,  vhere  he  reimuoed  till 
after  the  restoration  of  Charies  II.  when,  With  nearly  400  feithfii 
niniflters, "  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,"  he  was  ejected  bf 
^hat  was  termed  the  Glasgow  Act.  In  1679,  he  went  oTcr  to  Rot- 
terdam, where  he  remained,  '^  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,*'  in  the 
Scots  congregation  in  that  place,  till  his  death,  in  1694.  His  Bio^ 
rapher  represents  him  as  a  man  of  great  natural  powers,  qmcfc  wA 
penetrating  understanding,  clear  and  profound  judgment,  rkli  bnqf, 
etrong  memory,  and  masculine  expression.  He  was  a  man  of  greit 
learning,  especially  in  history,  sacred  and  profane  ;  an  ancient 
saint ;  a  bold,  faithful  and  very  successful  minister  of  Jesus  CRRisr* 
He  published  several  works  of  value,  but  the  one  above  naiaed 
for  republication  has  ever  been  considered  as  his  masterpiece.  It 
lias  passed  through  matiy  foreign  editions,  and  one  in  Bostoa,  ii 
1T4S,  with  a  preface  by  the  Rev*  Mr.  Foxcroft.  It  has  kmg  boca 
«  scarce  book,  and  from  several  indications,  it  is  believed  that  a  net 
and  revised  edition,  will  be  acceptable  to  the  christian  public. 

tsssasssssssssSBBOaeatsBsssB 
CONDITIONS. 

I.  The  <»ork  will  be  llandtomely  printed  in  octavo.  To  concaln  between  fbor  and  five  !■■• 
dred  i»get ;  a  ipeciinen  of  the  type  and  tisc  of  the  page*  is  conuincd  oo  tbe  suiwcnpriap 
paper,  as  well  as  bf  the  qualiry  df  paoer.  ^ 

U.  The  price  to  sobscribrri  will  be  bne  dollar  and  teventy  five  cents,  neatlf  boond  an 
kttered.  ^^ 

III.  Those  who  win  procure  nine  subscribers,  and  will  pay  for  nine  copies,  shall  recetre 
I  a  tenth  graris,  and  in  th^t  profjortion  for  a  greater  narober.  _  ^^ 

Those  who  hold  subtcription  paitcrs  are  requested  to  retani  them  to  S.  ETH£KIDG£,  tv 
publisher*  by  the  first  of  Sqitember  next. 

Lately  pubiuhed^  and/grsale^  at  the  BooktSore  qf  S.  ErasRiof^^ 

Charlestown. 

RELIGIOUS  TRADESMAN  ;  or,  plain  and  serious 

hints  of  advice  for  the  Tradesman's  prudent  and  pious  conduct , 
from  his  entrance  into  business  to  his  leaving  it  off;  conlainca 
under  the  heads,  of  the  nature  of  a  life  of  business,  and  obligaUcms 
to  it.  Of  choosing  a  calling.  Of  prudence  or  discretion.  t^)i 
diligence.  Of  justice.  Of  truth,  and  of  contentment,  as  ^^V^.' 
late  to  trade.  Of  religion.  Of  leaving  our  callings.  **  Tl»» 
work  contains  a  rich  treasure  of  wholesome  instruciion»  such  as 
every  Tradesman  should  write  upon  his  heart,  and  practise  m  w* 
shop  and  family.'*    Dr  Wktt^*  recommendatory  prefoce. 

Watts*  Psalms  and  Htmns,  in  miniaturei  printed  on  writing 
paper,  in  a  superior  style. 
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